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understood to be indulging {n his usual
superheated hyperbole when he says
that the Idaho decision Imprisoning
the Bolss editors constituted an “even
graver offenss against justice and de-
cency mnd sn even greater blot on the
American judiciary than the Dred
Ecott decision {tself.” The Idaho in-
sident Is & more or leas sactional af-
fair, Important to the persons con-
sornsd and indicative of the arbitrary
and mawarranted methods of one mi-
nor court only in Its abuse of its pow-
ars and its retallation upon its defam-
ers. The Dred Beott decislon became
the Inw of the land, and was, or was
intended to be, the laat word in the
tremendous confliet over human slav-
ery. No wonder it shook the struc-
ture of the Government and aroused
the whols peopls. That declsion was
recalled by the bloody arbitrument of
civil war.

Mr. Roosevelt sawvagely denounces
the court for shutting the Hoosevalt
electors off the ballot; but he has
given us nothing but bitter impreca-
tion and hot Indignation—much thun.
der but Httls light. It would be a lt-
tla more satisfactory if the Colonel
would lst the world know wherein the
[daho decision departed from the
[daho law.

In yiew of the Colonel's protracted
and obstinate silence over the simlilar
outrage in Californin whera the Taft
electors were excluded from the bal-
fot, the impression lingers that Colonel
Hoosevelt's excitement arises malnly
from the fact that he lost Idoho and
not from the supposed fact that the
tdaho court distorted the Idaho law.

THE SEPTLER'S GAMBLE

A fow days ago Secretary Fisher
told in & letter to The Oregonlan of
the benevalsnt purpose of the Interior
Department toward the honest settier.
Today an honest eettler writes of the
coplressive effect of the department’s
rullags in connection with the three-
year homestead law. Mr. Haines, who
1as worked ten years in an effort to
reduce to cultivation a clmim in un-
wurveyed land, Is now confronted by
lawas and regulations which did not
cxist when he began hls labors on the
tract., The survey is about to be ac-

opted, He will soon be able to flle
his appleation, but unleas he can ob-
(uin & favorable rullng from the de-
partment in his particular behalf he
will Jose hils clalm becausse it is Im-
sossible to comply with the cultivation
-eqairements of the new law,

The homestead law now demands
ihat onc-eighth of the tract entered
pon, by the settler shall be In actual

tivation, beginning with the third
voar of the residence period and until
final proof Is offered. The enitivation
must include breaking or stirring of
the soil, planting or sowing of seed
and tillags for a crop other than native
EraASses,

It is safe to =ay that thers are
vacant lands in Western Oregon
whereon the ordinary
omply with these regulations. There
wre meadow lands in the forest re-
porvas, but the Western settler has
loarnod th his sorrow the tremendous
requirements of the forest service for
agricultural Ilands for ranger stations
and “adminlstrative purposes” In
ghort, there s no chance thers for the
settler,

Meadow lands outxide the reserves
wera long Ago homesteaded.
there are yacant agricultural lands
eoverad by alder, burned fir and cednar,
N dendfalls, over-matura trees, or othear.
wise sparsely timbered. No settler,

can builld his modest home,
) outbuildings, fehcea: procure
pecossary work animals and tools, pro-
wide a livellhood for his family and re.
doco twenty acres of such land to
gmitivation in three years

The Secretary of the Interior has
authority to reduce the cultivation re-
‘guirements in indlvidual casen The
L hamesteader must file application for
e reduction In the first yepr of his
‘entry. The Secretary specifically re-
sarves the right to delay actlon, if he
‘S0 clocts,. until fina! proof Is offered.
Is other words the homesteader must
take chances with the changing poli-
gles of the Interfor Department, the
whims or ambltions of Government in-
Spectpra or agents, the dreary cireum-
isoutlon of a ¥Federal burean, All the
Bme—perhaps three years—he must
I @ his hardest to grub, plow, seed
and 4l a¢ many acres as possible and
sl live In doubL

ces,

pardest kind of labor by
{anés in Western Oregon?
Buch is the case of the newcomaer or
jntending homesteader. But there re-
maln Mr. Halnes and hundreds of
sthers In simllar plight. They have
-one on unsurvered land In good
fafthy have bu!lt homes, slashed tm-
ver, turtted unproductive acres Into
asture, packed supplles over rough
-allg—In short, ploneerad as aid the
(ot who crossad the plains half a
ury axo. Some have not twenty
r that ean be cultivated. Thosa
y turned to stock-ralsing or dalry-
for their chisf resource lsarn that
ey hove three years in which to
fiihe pasture stumps and turn the
Hinto a strictly agricultural tract,
time s too short, or the re-
uipgpent too great, a paternal! Gov-
ernmaot may, not must, diminish the
leg Memand, Under extremely fa-
\--.ri conditions they will have a
gamBing chance, but if A reservation.
I=t offthe Pinchot type shall hold the
Inte portfoilo, and the law be not
shan| such settlers will have no
hope poatent

filing on

1% 4§ vast number of people who are
inter in using petrolsum and its

no |

sattler could |

But |

lapless supplied with extraordinary fl-|

by products ars disturbed over cun-
stantly Incrsasing prices. Crude oll is
golog up and gusoline has already
reached an slmost prohibltivae flgure.
All this has happened since the disso-
lution of the Standard Oil Company.
The "independents” seem fo have
joined hands with the monopoly In
explolting the public. The ofl flslds
are as productive as ever and new ones
are discoversd from time to time. Na-
ture s doing her part, but some blight
seams to have struck competition. Is
there & now trust? -

QUANTITY OR QUALITY.

Thirty-one bllls passed by the State
Legislature {n thirty-one days—one
bill & day—is witheringly denocunced
by the uncompromising newspaper
eritics as a poor record—a Very poor
record. These same ocensors have
likewiss roared with derision at the
Lagisiature becauss nipe hundred or
more bills were Introduced, when
thers was and is no need for nine hun-
dred new laws. When thera iz the
prospect of too much law, they are not
satisfied; when there ia the certainty
of very Httle new law, they are still
whiningly unhzppy.

If the Legislaturs acts with judg-
ment and intsiligence on legislation
for which there is an obvious publlc
pead and demand, it will have done
well. If it makes its appropriations
with due regard to the expanding in-
terests of the state and to ths service
which the public institutions are called
on to render, it will have met all rea~
wnable expectation. If it shall enact
A compensdtion lnw, good roads leg-
islation and some other cardinal meas-
ures, it will have done its full duty.

But if it shall send to the waste
basket some &lght hundred odd of the
nins hundred bills introduced, it will
deserve to go thundering down the
ages as the wisest Legisiature Oregon
sver had.

SEVENTH STREET AND A THIRD BAIL.

Ths Portland Rallway, Light &
Power Company now has its new fran-
chise (or will have after the Mayor
ghall sign), Inciuding the disputed
territory of Seventh street. But the
bargaln or agreement by which Mr.
Heusner and his suppositious Interur-
ban cars shall be, or may be, admitted
to Beventh street hereafter binds no-
body. Let that be understood now.
The Portland Rallway, Light & Power
Company, by Implication at least,
falled to keep fanlth with the Beventh-
street property owners who were fight.
ing its battles for a franchise and
were making common causge with It to
prevent the laying of a third rail along
one of Portiand's busiest and most Im-
portant streets. Jpst where they or
the public have been consulted or con-
gidered in this 1flle arrangement to
lst the Heusner company in later s
not apparent.

Probably 1t will be sald that Mr.
Heusner has no franchise yet, and
that the Councll has given him noth-
ing, and the street rallway company
has given him nothing., Yet they defi.
nitely prepars the way for his ocou-
pancy of Seventh strest, and traffie
and trade in rights and grants which

exist only in expectancy. Later we
ghall hear from Mr. Heusner, of
course, that he has been promiszed a

and has In
on that

Spyenth-street franchise,
good falth Invested money
pledge.

Saventh street stands just where 1t
did, g0 far as the deslrabllity or unde-
sirabllity of a third rall is concerned.
venth street should never be given
up to & combinution of urban and in-
terurban ciars, There will be room for
nothing elsa.

8¢

OREGON'S UNIVERSITY.

One hundred and twenty students
from Oregon are sald to be registered
at & single institution {n California
A large group of Oregon young men
and young women help swell the mag-
nificent student body of the Unlversity
of Washingten, Other sons and daugh.
ters of Oregon are scattered through
the colleges and universities of the
| Enst and Middle West. It is probably
not an excessive eslimate that one-half
the eligibles for education at the Ore-
gon State University go elsewhere. It
may be considered sound financlal
strategy to have our boys and girls
r:r ined for their life work at the ex-
peussa of some other state; but we
doubt if 1t pays. What we have thus
logt In negiect of our own State Uni-
versity is not calculable,

All know that the University has
suffered through the political vicissi-
tudes of several referendum cam-
palgns. TYet It survives; and it is clear
that the people of Oregon believe that
they should maintain a State Univer-
sity. It !s noteworthy that so valua-
lblo and influential an organization as
the Stats Federation of Woman's
Clubs hns enlisted for the University
and purposes to do ull it can to estab-

Hah a secure foundation for an Institu- |

tion having a vital relation to the
moral and educational welfare of Ore-
gon. If the mothers of Oregon take
| up the cause of the State University,
|-_h.nre can be no doubt of its future
proaperity.

Now the joint ways and means com.
| mittea nt Salem agrees on a reasonable
appropriation by the State Legislature
for the University. It ought to pass;
and this time we think there will be no
referendum. There ought to be none.
| For it ts clear that the greatest use-
]fulm‘a!\ of the University can be

achieved only threugh adequate finan-
cial support. If the University 1s to
| be stunted, or starved, or stripped, we
might as well abolish it utterly.

{ ABANDONED FARMS.
| WWe do not hear =0 much as we usad

land has doubled In the last twenty
yoars. This may not bs a very rapid
increase, but it s an increase.
dsy when population forsook the
granita hills for the fertile areans of

I:hc West seems to have passed. Polish | degree, not
enough, but because the people as a|

tenants now pay & yearly rent of $40
an acre for land which a few years
ago could not be sold for §100 an acre,
Agriculture is looking up in New
England.

Thes new state of things Is owing to
cerialn much-despised foreignerz, It
is the Italians, Poles and Huns, the
so-called Latin races from Central and
| Southern Burope, who are becoming
tha food-producers for the Atlantic
section of the country. They under-
| stand the art of ralsing a lurge quan-

| tity of produce on a =mall tract Bet. | lief
ter still, they understand the art of generation

marketing what thay ralse. With
these two qualities combined they are

doing what the American farmer
failed to do in the East. They are
making the difficult solls of New

| Engiand pay good returns on an in-
| vestment of $200 and $300 an acre.

i The Finns are dolng something of
the same sort in the Pacifie North-
wast. Whersver they have settled in
considerable numbers they have

The | regulated, come what may.

pinced agriculture on & new and bet-
ter basis than it had before. They
know how to co-operate in community
efforts and they break tha tarrible
monotony of lsolated farm lifsa by &
wvariety of social entertainmenta For-
algners of these types enjoy one decld-
ed advantage over old-fashioned
Americans. Ewery member of the
family takes part in the farm work.
Yankes pride has never submitted to
this.

It has been deemad unworthy of
women to work out of doors. We
have preferrad to shut them up from
meorning to night In the hot and stuffy
kitchen from which they have gradu-
ated by the thousand to the lunatic
gsylum and the tomb, Foreigners let
them out Into the flelda to breathe
with their sons end husbands the free
alr. Hence their race s taking pos-
sesslon of the country. Even the
young boys and girls in many familles
have a ltile business of their own,
They win prizes by producing fancy
grades of sead corn and potatoss.
They produce and markst eggs. The
neglected poultry industry l=s singular.
Iy suitadle for girls and women. It is
odd that more of them do not prefer
ft to typewriting and the laundries.

A GOOD BUGGESTION.

One of The Oregonian's Criendly
correspondents mado & suggestion the
other day which was too happy to pass
without comment. The exnct form in
which he proposed his plan may not
have been ths best but there isx no de-
nying that his reasoning was sound.
Wa refer to the young unmarried man
who sald that he hnd been In Portland
ten months without meeting a solitary
woman whom he could dream of mar-
rying. According to his account he
has a fair Income, 15 free from bad
habits and not uncomely to the criti-
eal gaze. Still, in spite of his obvious
as@vantages he cannot get married for
lack of opportunity.

He referred to ths sad deflelency of
moseting places for the sexes They
can come toguther easlly enough un-
der viclous auspices, bui what soclety

men and women may go through the
necessary preliminaries to lifelong
unions?
touch upon a social duty which has
been too long neglected? Hia sugges-
tion is that the Woman's Club lend its
prestige to a monthly social meeting
it which all decent young people shall
be welcome. If thls Is out of the
question perhaps a soclety might be
organizad for the purpose.

Whatever may be thought of this
particular peint, there is no doubt that
the want of decent meeting places for
young peopla Is crving In almost all
our citlés and that In country villages
conditions are still worss. In many
of the latter places a misdirected zeal
for Puritanlsm has resulted in driv-
Ing young men to the saloons for their
snly amusement, while girls drift to
the city as fast as they can find the
means to pay rallrosd fare.

The “soclal directors™ who have
been sent out by the Universnlty of
Wisconsin to a number of country
towns seem to have done excellent
work toward bettering the gituation in
rural sections, though hundreds of
them nre needed Instead of scores be-
fore the evil will be materinlly reme-
died. In the clties the new science of
soclal hygiens is moving in the right
direction. A wvery little practice [n
metters of this kind iz worth more
than thousands of sermons, partiou-
lariy if the practics is based upon ade-
quate study of the situation.

THE SALOON AND THE LAW.

An esteamed and exceptionally able
contemporary, the Pliot Rock Record,
makes an attractive argument for mu-
nicipal ownership of saloons in an ar-
ticle which The Oregonian  hias al-
ready commented upon briefly, The
subject may appear important anough
to many readers to warrant some fur-
ther consideration. The Recard bases
its argument upoen the propoaition that
“If it wers not for the license fes from
tha saloons few if any towns or cities
would tolerate them." This may be
taken for granted. We have never
ourselves allowed any great welght to

the “personal Hberty' argument, It
figures largely in llquor campalgns,
but really thera s not much in 1t If

the liquor buslness is Injurious to the
community the individunl's Hberty to
booge s of no consequence Iin com-
parison with the general welfare,

declsions jibes accurataly with common
| sense. Municipalities grant llquor
licenses because they
for municipal purposes and this s
mainly the oconsideration which de-

most citizens.

counts heavily for the saloons, though
it seemsa to be losing ground somewhat
of late. It is that “prohibition does
not prohibit; and if it does prohibic
ths toper is sure to replace his tipple
with something worse."” The public Is
lsarning more accuratsly than of
yore some of the rensons why prohibl.
tion does not prohibit. Tha shipment
of liguor without much restraint in
interstats commerce Is one of them.
When Congress has definitely for-
bldden this Insidious practice we shall
sea whether there !s not something
more than has been supposed {n state
| prohibition. Meanwhile Kansas dem-
anstrates to the cand!d mind that it !s
|ponihla, even asa conditions are, to
rear o generation to whom the ssloon
with its sordld evils Is virtually
known. If tha population of every
| state in the Unlon had the firmmness
of charactsr and indomitable inde-

; | pendence of spirit which we see in
s any sane man |agbout abandoned farms in the East. | Kansas the liquor tratffic wouald be less
to risk the loss of thres years’' |The price of farm land In New Eng-|troublasome. Almost any lnw will suf-

fice to rogulate it when the people
are firmly resolved that it shall be
Oregon,
for example, has plenty of sntl-liquor
lsgislation, but it is Ineffectual to a
because it Is not atrict
whele care very ltile whethar it is
enforced or nof.

As to the plen that the toper de-
prived of his rum Is sure to resort to
morphlne or cocaine, it iz certainly
true of the old sot But how about
the young man whose habits are not
yat formed? Is it not warth while to
consider his came a litla? Not belng
n drug slave as yet, the closing of the

saloons would not necessarily drive
him to the hypodermic syringe for re-
As a matter of fact, the younger
in communities whers
there ara no saloons are undeniably of
batter habits than thelr contempo-
rarles elsewherse, We dare say the
Lord knew what he was about when
he taught the prayer, “lead us not Into
temptation,” 8o much for the Ree-
ord’s premise that it Is the license fes
which keeps the saloon in existence.
The conclusion from {i follows, “Reve-
nie balng the desideratum, why

should not the towns grantibg the

un- |

lcsnses have all there is in the busi-
ness instead of only a small part of
1t7" Thus our logical comtemporary
sees the way clear to municipal own-
ership of the saloons. To enforce the
point that license fees take but a small
part of the profit of the llquor busi-
ness, ths Record cltes the example of
ita own town, which has one salcon
paring an annual license fee of §1500,
while It= net profits amount to some
$15,750. *“Why should Pilot Rock not
have this i{ncoma?* the Record in-
quires. “The saloon is here because
wea want that $1500." Would not tne
whole $1§,760 be stlll more agreeable?

Alluring es thils prospect appears at
tirst sight, there are difficulties In the
way. In Pllot Rock and In every
other town in the United States therse
are people who look upon the liquer
traffic &8s a crime and the profit of it
g8s the wages of #in, In their eyes the
license foe is & bribe to the moral
sensa of the community. The entire
profit of the business would be only
& larger bribe and all the more hel-
nous bhecauss it iz more tempting.
People of this way of thinking will
oppose municipal ownership of the =a-
loons more bitterly than the llcense
system. Their hatred of the templer
grows flercer as his lures grow more
seductive. They will make no com-
promise with the evil thing and they
never will rest until his power 1 ut-
teriy destroyed. If they cannot gain
their end In ones way, they will try
anaother, but wa may feel perfectly
sure that their agiation will nsver
stop as long as there are saloons in the
country. They plant their feet upon
the propoesition that the saloon, as it
15 conducted In the United States 1=
wholly indefensthle. It la always al-
Hed with the worst men and the worst
practices in the community. Whitse
slavery, gambling, corrupt politics, the
luring of youth into wviclous ways, all
center sbout the saloon. It is often
sald that every barkeeper is a law-
breaker, This is an exaggeration, of
course, but it comes near enough to
the truth to hold {ts ground in popular
talk.

The saloon stands In our cltles and
villages as a running sore. No sane

s thers elther sacred or secular which | person can say a’ word to defend 1t
opens a wholesome resort where young | Even the plea that it is the poor man's

clubhouse ig disingenuous. Provide

| the saloon frequenter with & cleaner

Does not our correspondent |

So |
the conrts have always held, and their |

cides the question in the minds or}mumm

resort, and he goes back to his sty,
which proves that he goes there not
for soclal relaxation, but for the vice
with which it is saturated. Indefensi-
ble ms the saloon is, still It has held
its own In numberleas communities,
defying all efforts 1o abolish or even
to regulate it. We can actount for
such as astonishing state of things
only on the supposition that theso ef-
forts are, upon the whols, not sincere.
If the majority of Americans really
wished to bring the saloons under sub-
jection to the law and make them de-
cent, tha feat might prove difficult,
but it would not be lmpossible. The
averange moral state of the popular
mind is accurately reflected in its in-
stitutions. Our saloons are aboming-
tions becsuss we do not care to have
them anything better. If we wanted
them to be different, nothing under
heaven could prevent It

Future Robinson Crusoces will not
be ohliged to undergo as many hard-
ships as thelr famous predecessor of
De Foe's time. Thp isolated islands
scattered here and thers upon the
bosom of the Paclfic wherea & voyager
might possibly be cast away have been
storsd with supplies by the wvarious
governments which claim them. Food
and clothing have been deposited and
matchen [n sealed hoxes have been left
where they can ensily be found. Thus
the way has been smoothed for ship-
wrecked travelerss. The Enoch Arden
of the years to come will lack nothing
but his Annle to make his sojourn
enjoyable.

When Representative Fitzgerald,
who §s crying for economy In the
Naval blll, secures substantial provi-
sion for improvements in his distriet
through the public building Bbill, we
are led to reflect on the frailty of
human nature.

Senatorial deadlocks have become a
regular event whenever Illinois has to
elect o Senator. Life will be dull and
uneventful at Springfield when direct
election makes deadlocks ilmpossfble
and legislators have nothing to do but
legislnte.

Fugene has a new boosting organi-
ration called "“The Radiators,” whose
object Is to let the light shina from
that remarkabls city. They will do It
for they have the energy and the

want tha fees | material.

Vincent Astor has joined the nawval
Now if he should neglect to
saluts soms shos clerk In Admiral's

There is another plea which n!‘l-.n|;num he may find himself in irons.

Edison is ono of the millionaires
whom we count among the beneficent,
not the predatory, rich, and all unite
Ia birthday congratulations to him.

Some way must bes found to pravent
the walkout of 40,000 Eastern train-
men. The economic loss all around =
too great in such procedure.

Nearly $20,000,000 seems a large
sgum for the Government to spend for
health, but 1t s as good an Inveatment
as Uncls S8am could make.

When the suffrage marchors reach
Washington It might ba well to pause
and reckon ths damage donp to the
ciuse,

Colonel Blethen's loszes by firea are
great, but his other name is Phosnix
and the ashea bring him into bold
roelief.

Rosalie Jones' Invinclbles cannot be
conquered by snow and frost, but go
marching on to trembling Washington,

An emblem is being devised for the
now avistion corps of the Army. Why
not crossbones and skull?

Thosa Mexicans must bave heen
gethering inspiration from the Balk-
ans’ dispatches,

Men must go back to 1820 for the
lntest style. It pays to stors up the
.’mnll" clothes,

Thank goodness, ons war s snded—
thut between Fritzl Scheff and John
Fox, Jr.

Why does not Roosevalt go to Tdaho
and denounce the Idaho Bupreme
Court?

Sugur stays down. But why can't
this happen in the canning season?

Yes, the Legislature 1s stlil in ses-
slom.

The dogs of war siraln at the leash.

LAW ANXD THE HONEST SETTLER
Ome Tells of the Barrer Erected
Aguinst Bedemption of Land.
ROBEBEUEG, Or., Feb. 12.—{(To the
Editor.)—I came to RHoseburg today for
supplies. I live %5 miles out have 10
miles of wagon road and pack my pro-
vislons for five miles on a horse. ¥
live on unsurveyed land: have lived
thersa for 19 The land has besn
surveyed but the survey has not yet

been accepted.

I called at the lJocal effice to aEcer-
taln if I conld maks my finsl proof
under the old law when 1 hod fAied
my application, but 1 was Iinformed
that =all homesteads that wers fled
after June €, 1812, the dste the new
homestend law went into effect, had to
be proved up under the new law, no mat-
ter if I had been living on my land
*or 30 years. I was informed that I
uust have 30 acres of the 160 acres in
sotual cultivation, plowed and sesdod.
As a matter of fact, 1 bhave been 10
yeara getting as many acres as pos-
#ible Into actuwl cultivatlon, I have
20 acrea seaded to tame grass, the
brush and the timber being cleared of,
the stumps belng left in the ground
I have not got 20 acres on my claim
that can be cleared and put into actual
cultivation. 1 have a bottom along the
creslk, the balance belng all mountain-
side and hills, Now, under the ruling
of the Becretary 1 will lose my eclalm
and my 10 years' work, and there are
hundreds of others that are in the
sameo fix,

I noticed Mr, Fisher's letter In The
Oregonian today. He says that if any
one wanis to take a homeatsad, before
they file on it they can taks the matter
up with him and (f the facts ars that
20 acres or one-eighth of tho arsa of
the land cannot be cultivated within
the time llmit, he will, under a proper
showing, make & reduction of the
amount of land to be cultivated. Now,
let us ste how Ar., Fisher's plan will
work.

A man comes from Kansas, He looks
over the country and, ufter much time
and money spent in finding a vacant
piece of lznd he thinks he can make
good on, he goes to the land office &
file, and upon asking about the home-
stead laws is given & circnlar or is
adyised what the law (a.
he must cultivate one-elghth of the
aren of the 160 acres—20 acres In three
|yenrs. Having examined his clalm he
knows that he cannot cultivate that
smount in 10 years if he works every
day In the year, but he is advised thatl
he can maks application to the Secre-
tary of the Interior to have the ares
to be cultivated reduced. Now whal
will he do? If he doesn’t file on the
land at once probably some one else
will file on It. If ho does file on it and
tha Secretary of the Interior refuses
to reduce the area he has lost his right
to taks the homestead. If he malkes
application to get the area reduced It
will go through the loeal office, then
ba gent up to the Commissioner, and by
the Commlissioner be sent up to the
Sscretary of the Interior, who will send
it back to Oregon with Instruoctions
that a proper officer make a peraonal
axamination of the land, The officer
goes out in the course of time and
examines the lund and then he makes

his report. If it la favorable the Sec-
Irﬁtarr will, in the course of time, make
the reduction, but in all probabllity
| more than two years will have elapsed
nince the claimant made the applica-
tion for the reduction, Still, Mr. Filaher
gays that his law 1= in the Interest of
the honest homesteader, In his article
he did not mention the ruling that
homesteaders or settiers who have lived
on unsurveyed land for periods up to
20 years must come under the new
homestead law.

In all eandor, T ask Mr. Fisher what
is to bacome of thess mattlers? Many
of them have filod on thelr clalms since
June § and their proof has all been
turned down. Many of them cannot
possibly ever get the required area of
land into actual cultivation, for they
hiave not the land to clear and put into
pultivation. All the decislons of the
Interlor Department have held that
when a ssttler goes onto the land and
builds his housa and commances his
resldence thereon his rights are In-
ftiated at that time, Yet the Becretary
holds that such Is not the cass and
that he mmust make final proof under
a law that ls enacted 20 years, perhaps,
after he has settled on the land. It
is not the settler's faulg thmt he has
not made his flnul proof, for the land
during all theme years has not been
|surveyed o he can file on it and make
his final proof and get his title. Mr,
Fisher says thls Is to keop the home-
gteader from speculating in  timber
jands. But, Mr. Fisher, ths rallroad
pompuny s allowed to scrip a whole
township of unsurveyed lands, and is
allowed to securs its title under the
old lawn. Thank God that one great
newspaper s fighting for the poor
homestender, JAMES H. HAINES,

STATE INSURANCE FOR EVERYONE

Writer Would Greatly Hroaden Scope
of Proposed Workmen's Law,

YAMHILL, Or., Feb. 10.—(To the Edl.
tor.)—That state aecldont [hsurance
should heve s much broader applica-
tion than is provided by the biils now
before the Legislatures is the task your
correspondent has undertnken to make
clear,

Since every citizen ls subject to acel-
dental Injury or desath, It naturally fol-
lows that all have a personal and vita]
interest in the qusstion—an intsrest
that is Intensified by the fact that the
atate ecan provide Insurance at cost
glnce all profit and waste will be elim-
{nated. Such a great, useful public
function should be for sll and not for
A& part of the people. A law making
partners of the state, employer and
employe to serve gome speclu] intarost
Is & subversion of government not to
be tolarated. Such & prineipls, I once
establlslied, would grow and could
easlly become an ugly and dangercus
barnacle upon our body politic.

The state should deal directly with
the eitizen for whobse bhenefit the In-
surance has been provided. It can be
assumed that the average workman

of tha estimate being !mmaterial, the
object desired being to establish a bas-
|s for the computation of asseasments,
which basis must be fixed and made
sniform for all. Thizx would place
evary trade and occupation upon an
equally before the law,

The amount of the assessments could
be regulated to sult the needs of every
trade or pcoupatlon.

Under the plan heretn proposed any
eltizen of tha state could elect to be-
come the beneficlary of the state amc-
eldent inesurance fund by paving his or
her assessment covering a certuin pe-
riod of time

A law should be enncted to bhar any
employe from clvil action against his
cmplover providing the emplover has
reimbursed his employe for the cost of
insurance while In Lhis employ, The
solf Interest of the amployer will com-
pel the operation of the Inw so far as
the employe is concerned.

This would preserve the cltizen's
ilherty and frecdom of action unham-
pered by legal complications. It would
reduce state accident insurance to the
utmost simplleity, which {s much to be
desired, since it would ellminate many
nseless legal processea, sffecting the
Interest of the citlzen which, If neg-
lected, would lead to trouble and ex-
pense, PHIL WITHYCOMBE,

———————
A Mere Inndvertence.
Chilcage Record-Herald

“One of the preachera comes forward
with the declaration that the devil Is
not mentioned In the Old Testament.”

“YWhat of 11T

‘weail. he claims that, thare being n:

WHAT CAUSES EXTREME POVERTYY

Subject of Beiug Dead Broke Is Spee-
ulated Upon.
PORTLAND, Feb. 10.—{To tha Edi-
tor.)—In The Oragonian of Fabruary
7 appears an edltorial on “being dead
broke,” which was drawn from a pub-
lication lssned by the Inmates of the
State Penitentiary at Salem. Have you
over been in this miserabla condition
and then had man after man turn you
down whan seeking employment with
& curt “No help wanted® The Ore-
gonian, after commenting on the cause
of sald condition, and asdmitting that
there are peoople In our city who are
begging for work and unabls to pro-
curs It, attributes the cause of this
sad condition to maladjustment of our
liven, from which I infer is meant in-
ability to adjust one's self to candl-

tions as they eoxist.

But that s rather & vague explann-
tion and tends to avold a definite
meeting of the question, and would
confuse many. Now I wish The Ore-
gonian would come out and glve us
what It considers the underlying cause
of a condition that forces a human
being to bLeg of his brother a chance
to work In order to sustaln lfs. Hu-
manity s struggling, and has been for
a long tme, to find & remsdy for con-
ditions of this kind, and we have triad
many remedles, which so far seem to
have only sggravated the condition.
A nelghbor of mine, who s a Soclal-
ist, when dJdiscussing the condition of
the working peopls, sald to me that the
underiving oauss of unemployment.
poverty and Its attending evils was
the wage and profit system and went
on and gave me a lot of Government
statisties (which I after verified)
showing that the producer was robbed
or exploited of the major part of his
product, and that present soclety and
governments were based on this ex-

He finds that |

parns §1000 per annum, the correctness }

ploitation of the producers in soclety.
He sald the remedy was that the pe#o-
ple should own and use the means of
| production colloctively, and that society
|should co-operate in the production
|and distribution of those products to
| society for use instead of profit.

But the compensating fact for this
lecondition of being dead broke, which
| knd coms to the knowledge of The
| Oregonlan, appearsd just a little amus-
ing to me, and that was: That a farm-
er of the writer's acquaintance has
several seres of potatoes which he has
not dug for the reason that tha price
would not warrant it. 1 take it that
this furmer Is a man who works, Is
familinry with digEing potatoes, Is Jo-
cated permanéntly near whers these
| potatoes are to be dug. his expenses
aro light compared to the city dweller,
{Im does not have to pay carfare, extra
board and lodging (which a city man
would have to do In order to get there
and dig the potatoes), yet the writer
thinks that this would be a great com-~
|;.-nmutlm: fact to the poor, unfortun-
ate, dead broke clty worker to go to
{the expense of golng out to the farm
| (or walk, as he would, of courss, have
to do if he was broke) and dig the
| farmer's potatoes for half, and pay the
farmer, or soma one else, to feed and
shelter him while he was dolng it
when the farmer who was located on
(th-.\ ground and with comparatively no
expoense could not afford to dig them
apd get all. ‘This would work beau-
tifully for the farmer, but where would
the poor city chap get off?

F. CRABTREEL
———————

Xot the Conductor.

Harper's Bazar.

An overdressed woman of a certain
age met an old agqualntance on the
traln,

“snd how are you, after all these
years? TYes, this s my little girl, just
4% years old.”

The little girl turned. whispering:
*Mother, look &t his hat. You needn't
Ib; hae's not the conductor.”

Twenty-five Years Ago

From The Oregonian of February 14, 1858,
At a meeting of the Board of Trade,
Vice-president Phillp C. Schuyler, In
the abssnce of President Maclean, oc-
cupled the chalr Olds & Summers,
Buell & Lambertson and M. H. Holcomb
wera proposed for membership. A com-
mittee reported condemning the jolint
lease of the O, R, & N. to the Northern
Pacifie and Union Pacific roads

There Is loud continuous complaint
about the conditlon of the bridge on
East Twelfth streot betwesn J and K.

Mr, A, L. Tozier, of this ecity, came
back from the Cascades yesterday,
where he has been making arrange-
menta to move today. He has a fish
wheel

below the Cascades.

The new military company held a
meeting Friday ovening at Spokane and
elected the following officers: Captaln,
W. J, Farrar; first lleutenant, Alva
Summers; second lisutenant, F. D. Kel-
say; frst sergeant, 8, W. Smith.

Rev. Alfred Kummer, pastor of Tay-
Jor Street Church, will deliver his lso-
ture on “Bhams"” tomerrow evening.

W. J. Footner, general superintend-
ent of the Northern Pacific Express
Company, has resigned and on March 1
H. H. Brownling, assistant superintend-
ent with headquarters In this clty, will
succedd him.

The guardian sale of Jand on the
East 8ide (Murray donation land
claim, near the Asylum road), consist-
ing of five and n half acres, was sold
by Auctionesr Richardeon o John
Kenworthy at auction yesterday at
3500 per mcre.

House—Washington, Feb, 13.—A bill
was Introduced by Hermann, of
Oregon for the establishment of an
aAssRy office at Portland, Or.

Washington, Feb. 13—Senator Dolph
called up his bill in the Sannte this
afternoon, Wwhich sappropriates §5600.-
000 for the erection of & public bullding
In Portland, and secured Its passage.

Columbus, O, Feb. 13.—Among the
guents who sat down at the banquet
of the Ohlo Republican Lsague were
Senstor Sherman, Govermor Beaver, of
Pennsyivanla, Governor Luce, of Michi-
gan, Gov. Foraker, Hen Butter-
worth, 8 P. Foster, president of the
New York League, W. H. Smliley, of
Warren, Professor Scarborough, of
Wilberfores Coliege, &nd Murat Hal-
stead, of Clncinnatl

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonlan of February 14, 1503.
Mr, Lincoln frankly acknowledges

that he was wrong In removing Gen-
eral Butler from the command of the
Gult Department.

Tha biockading flest has captured
541 vessels of all classes, valued at
$40,000,000 aince the war bogan, Nearly
the entire amount is British capital

James Watson Webb Is our repre-
sentative at the court of the Emperor
of the Brazils. He In noted for hia
pugnauclty, which has led him into fre-
quent doels and street fights. The lat-
esy exhibition of his temper consists
In having challenged the British min-
{ster at Rlo Janeiro to mortal com-
bat

The bold Briton declined mnd took
refuge aboard one of Her Majesty's
ships of war.

The Sentinel !s sgitating the gues-
tion of opening & road from Jackson-
vilie to the John Day & Powder
Hiver mines. It I8 the only possible
outlet for the superabundant produce
of the southern part of the State.
Flour s worth 35 a barrel at Jack-
sonville, and §$40 in those mines.

The steamer Pacific salled for San

mentlon of him In the Old T
there cannot he 8 devil"”

*That's no proof. The Old Testamen
dpes not mentlon ‘the Ilinols Legisia-
ture, but there is one™

Fr by the way of Vietoria

The Julla @4 not attempt the trip
to the Cascades yesterdny morning,
but will do so todsy.

Valentines

By Dean Collina.

Muse, assist me; I have planned,
Valentinea to beat the bhand;
Maldens falr of every grade,
Status, quality and shade,
Folk of every wsort and style,
With my songs I would beguille,
Asking all, right down the Ilne;
“Be my only Valentine."
Musa, stand by, If you have time;
Dope me out & scheme of rhyma:
Bigha snd eyes. and dart and heart,
Locks and roeks and part and amart,
Thins (or mine) and Valentine—
Muse, It is a goodly line
Lat me turn the rhymes you lend
into missives without end.

L

Ask me not, Phyllls, whence my asigha;

Look for the answer In your eyes.

Sp goft apnd bright the beams they
dart—

Is It strange that they fired my heart?
Caught in the strands of your sllken
locks,

Like an anchored

heart rocks:
Endless yearning hath besen my part—
Be the phyaician to heal its smart,
And 18t me read, tn thoss of thins,
An answer falr to this valentine.
1T

shallop my wild

Sylvia, 1 have ﬂp.-h-ns deep sighs,
Have blown my nose and have wiped

my oyos,

And Tound the corner have made a
dart

To dodge the collector, with beating
hoaart

Had I the kay to the ponderous lnoeks,

Of tha safe that hoards up your stors
of rocks;

Could I pry it open and grab a part

I would reckon mysslf both lucky and
smart;

And, so for a chances at that cash af
thine,

Il take a chance as your wvalentine

I1T.

Henrlotta, T shake with sighs,

Whenover you roll toward me your
aves;

I trembie, foaring that youn may dart

In my direction to grabh my hsart

Come stroll with me by the rivers

locks;
'l drop thee over upon the Tocks,
And gally whistling as I part,
Relleved from timor and woe and

Bmart;

“Adleu, good bye!" It shall be ftor
thine;

“Nix on ths comie valentine!™

Why should 1 deal in cries and alghs,

When I can watch, with Indolent eves

The wleps of smoke as they ourl and
dart

From the glowing, gllmmering meer-
schaum's heart?

Care's outside mnd I've turned
locks;

"I"Im easy chair by the Mreside rockn;

Sorrow and paln have here mo part

For thy breath of Incense can heal
thelr smart—

Lady Nlcotine, I am thine

Forever and ever, thy Valentine.

Portland, February 13,
e — e —
Activity of Park Squirrels.
Indianapolis News,

In ssveral parts of the city it I»
noted that there are more squirrals in
evidence In the parks and about the
lawns than ever before, and that they
have lttle or no fear of any one, even
boys having come to treat these in-
teresting rellca of the primeval forest
with kindngss and considerntion. Many
of these squirrels are lively young fel-
lows, born last April who In the early
Spring will set up housekeoping for
themaelven. These squirrels are Chick-
arees, which mounds much ke the
name of 4 tribe of red man. This warl-
ety is found from Maine to Minnesots,
and through the Middis West and uas
far south as Tennessee and Virginie.
It is the hardiest of the American
squlrrels and seems to enjoy the Win-
ter. It may he seen tunneling under
tha snow, shaking Its fur clean when It
emerges, as If coming from a bath, It
is on the alert from dawn to sunset,
and on moonlight nights such as we
now have It may be seen huving high
fun disporting itself under the troeh,
It doss not hibernate, and while it may
have many enemies in the forest it
has in the citiea practically only one,
the cat,

the

TR e )
A $650 Drean for Miss Wilson.

Norfolk, Va., dispatch.

The dress Miss BEleanor Wilson will
wear at the inauguration of her father
will be made from aillke manufactursd
in Norfolk. It was given to Miss Wil-
gon by a lecal silk company.

Miss Wilson., In accepting the 5650
dross, was asked to name the shade of
silk she desired. She solected the color
of the outsida petal of the Amarican
Beauty rose. The materlal was mede
as she directed, and was sent to New
York to a fashionable dressmaker.

The President-elect’'s daughter had
sald she wanted (0 wear something
made In Virginia at the Inauguration
of har father, who i{s a native of this
siate.

ey
Society Personal From Boston.
Boston Transeript,

She—"0h, Jack, I'm awfully giad you
proposed.”

He—""Then you accept me?"

She—"Well, no; but, ¥You ses, your
proposal puts me even with Kitty Cobb,
who had the most of any girl in our
setl.”

—— e 1

NEW SUNDAY
FEATURES

Washington as a Mason — A
full page of timaly interest, de-
geribing an intimate and inter-
esting view of the father of his
couniry.

Motherhood and Art—Do they
agree? Madame Homer says
they do and she hns the living
proofs. An illusirated article
of partienlar interest to women.

Gambling Wiles—Jack Roso in
his sixth article on underworld
tife tells of the devices of pro-
fessional card sharks for strip-
ping honest bnsiness men.

Crank Town—There is a whole
city of cranks in England, and
the placs is visited by a corre-
spondent of The Oregonian, who
makes the visit subjeet of a
novel half page, Illustrated by
photographs.

Concerning the Ballet — How
the lithe and graceful maidens
of the danee are trained. Oppor-
tunities and ways of the ballet.

Gibson Pictures—Anotherhalf
page composition by the great-
gst of pen and ink illustrators,
Charles Dans Gibson., It is
good enough o frame.

The Rehearsal—A rollicking
dislogne presented by Helen
Green Van Campen.

Two short stories, three pages
for women and many other fea-
turea.

Order today from your news-




