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s That all this ls true can be seen from
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ALL WAVE THE SAME PURPOSE.

The motives which inspired the ad-
dress of the Prograssive party 1o
the Oregon Legislature are shared by
men and women of all partles, We are
all alming to bring the laws and thelr
administration into conformity with
ths principles of social and industral

ce. The whole spirit and tendency
of legislation, both state and National
§ to embody those lawa In our stat-
utes. Progress in this direction I=
the spirit of the age, Puartles may dlr-
fer as to whether certain specific
measures ars really progressive, but
the desire of all, except a negligible
reactionary element, by the same.

a review of the legisjation now before
the Oregon Legislature under control
of & large Republican majority. In
the front rank are bills for compensa-
tion to warkmen, for penslons o
widows, for minlmum wages for wo-
men, for ald and education to farmers,
for amendment of our state Irrigntion

laws=, and for the moral and social
uplift everywhere. The purpose of all
thess bills is the same—to stimulate

decency, to promote justice and to in-
orease the happiness of the general
mass of the population. There is no
doubt that many of these bills will be
passed. We shall certainly have some
form of workmen's compensation and
widows' penslons; we shall probably
even have a minimum wage law and
further prohibition of child labor, alsa
regulation of hours of labor on the
general Ilines of the Progressive ad-
dress.

It {s impossible that such an exten-
glve programme aa is lald out by this
addreas can be earrisd out gt a single
sesslon of the Legislature, and it is
not to be presumed that the Progress-
Ives expect that this will be done. But
the Legislature has evinced an earnest
purpose to pass a number of the meas.
ures which are most urgently needed.
The spirit which moves the people of
Oregon is such that we can expect
future Legislatures, under Republican
contral, to continue the same work.

The Progressive address thus seeks
to make party issues of measures on
which men and svomen of all partles
are of one mind. The Republican
party, through Itz legislative majority,
is doing that which public opinion de-
mands., It needs no urging from any
other party., It camn have no contro-
versy with any othsr party, for when
differences of oplnion arise as to de-
talls, they are spt to extend through
all parties. It welcomes the support,
the friendly, candld eriticlsm, of men
of ull parties In carrying out a pur-
poge common to all

There is no room for diffarence of
opinion in Oregon 8= to “popular re-
view of judicial decisions™ as the Pro-
gressives define it, namely, “the prin-
eiple that the people have the right
to amend their own constitution when
{t Is discoversd that the constitution
az construed by the courts stands in
the way of such legislation se the peo.
ple believe necessary. In tha power
to initinte amendments to the consti-
tution we have this power already
and have heen exercising it for years
It 15 the most sweeping form of recall
of judicial declstons, for It enables the
people to enforce adoption by the
courts of a new view of any provision
of the constitution whenever the pso-
ple think the courts have erred,

MIRACLE WIFEAT.

What amounts to a declaration by
twelve men that “Pastor” Russell was
engaged in a frandulent enterprise In
selling “miracle” wheat at n price
equivalent to $60 per bushel has been
vaerdiet

mude In the form of n Tet-
dered by the jury In an actlon for
$100,000 damages Inst by Pastor
Russell agualnst the B Iyn Eagle.

The claim for damages was founded on
the publication of a cartoon which
suggested that the Brooklyn minister
might Increase his Income by devoting
fils time to the sale of “miracle”™ bonds
and stocks |nstead of “mir " wheat.

The jury in the case v
by the court that the cartoon
belous per se; that
defense In a Ubel su

dofendant must prove the t
broadly as the charge. The
effect was called upom to

whether the newspaper's charges wers

true. Its verdict, which was in favor

of the Eagle, answerod the question,
“3\iracle” wheit had beoen sold by

Pastor Russell with the statement that

the yleld ought to be from ten to fif-
tesn times that of ordinary wheat. But
it was testified by a Government expert
that the Department of Agriculture
had tested “miracle” wheat before it
had been offered for sale by Pastor
Russell; that the department had
checked conditions carefully and found
that, while It wnas good yieldlng
wheat, 1t was not good ns some
other varieties, In one test It ranked
elghteenth, in another tenth and in an-
other third, but never first. It ap-

0

50

pears that the carefu]l Government test |
be developed without the use of ad-

wis considered more than an offset to
the testimony of nine farmers who had
made tests in no sense comparative, in
thit they hnd not sown thelr old-time
brands under the same conditions,

The defrauding of the gnprogressive
farmer by =als' to him at exorbitant
pricea of HMitle more than ordinary
grain seed is not a miracle. 'The Amer-
jean farmer as & clixs s learning the
value of seed selection and of sclen-
tific methods of sowing and cultiva-
tlon, but not so fast that there are
not & great many left In the land svho
marvel over the success of their own
offorts when those efforts are gulded
by some subtle meins In the right di-
section. It seems there are many who
stil] scoft st “book farming.” but are
willing to practice book farming when
It is presented In the gulse of & mes-
sage from hemven,

“Miracle” wheat, belng of good

vielding quality, and the product of
seed sslection, when sown in accord
with modern researches, of course,
produced better vields than the poor
seed scattered on the land In over-
abundance. It 1= not surprising
therefore, that nins [armers were
found who swore they had sown “mir-
acle" wheat and obtained ylelds from
one to two and one-half—not tem to
fifteen—times that of ordinary wheat

Pastor Russell would betier never
have instituted his damage suit. The
testimony #nd the verdict damage his
reputation even more than the cartoon.

1861—1913,

The Morning Oregonian (dsily) te-
day celebrates the fifty-second annl-
versary of its birth. It ls appropriate
ut this time to say that the material
progress of The Oregonian continues
steadily onward: that [t Is well =atls-
fied with its record, from a circula-
tlon and advertising standpoint, of the
past year:; and that results abundantly
show that its position before the pub-
lic wils never stronger, or o ©Etrong
pa it is today.

The circulation of The Oregonian
(dully) 1= 58,000 and of The Sundauy
Oregonian 67,000, in round numbers.
The Oregonian has a per caplta cir-
culation that compares favorably with
any othar newspaper fn the United
States. No journal in any city of simi-
lnr siza has a greater circulation,

During the month of January, 1918,
The Oregonian carried nearly L5.000
Inches of pald advertising matter, Dur-
Ing the year 1912 The Oregonlan was
one of the dozen leaders In the Unitad
States, printing almost 10,000,000 lines
of pald advertising space. This aggre-
gate figures about 700,000 inches,
When it Is considersd that The Ore-
gonian rejected offers of advertising
during 1812 of many thousand inches,
on the ground that it was ohiection-
able, the showing is all the more re-
markable: for this newspaper exer-
clses 2 rigld cehmorahip over all adver-
tising copy, with the result that its
columns are alean, raspectable and re-
sponsible and the public has, and it
should have, confidence in its adver-
tising.

The Oregonizn reaches almaost every
home in Portland. The general ac-
ceptance of The Oregonian in the
homes of Portland and of Oregon gives
the paper its suparior value as an ad-
vertlsing medium.

The Oregonian makes these state-
ments in no spirit of boasting: but it
has a pardomable pride In its owmn
progress and development.

i i i——

COLONEL ROOSEVELT'S CRITICISME,

Ths Oregonlan has received from a
reader fn Idaho—a woman nand =

voter—a letter which contains this
inquiry:

1 obsorve that ThHe Oregonizn sharply
ariticised Colomel Roosevelt for attacking

far its decision
and for put-
fl, but It had
for Its out-

the Idaho Buprems Court
ngalnst the Roosevell elactors
tite thoma brave aditors In |
no criticism of the court It
us original decision. 1 you explain
you think the Supreme Court was
11 in Idaho and why the Califormia Su-
reqme Court was wrong in putting the Taft
nlectors off the ballot? You do precisely
the thing you sccuss Roosevelt of doing
when you upheld the one mnd condemn the
ather.

Colonel Roosevelt roundly abused
tha Idaho court for rullng aguinst the

Roosevelt electors; he approved by his|
actions, ff not hy explicit Juclaratlon.l,
the successful strategy of the Roose-|
valt-John=on machine in outlawing the
Taft vote In California.

The Oregonian has naver said that
the Californin court was censurable
for its deciston, which was made to
accord with the law prssad by John-
son &nd hls organization and which
was renderad, as the court expressly
sald, becnuse it had no alternative.

The Oregonlan has assumed that
the Idaho court gave an honest Inter-
pretation of the law: and nothing
more. It has assumed that the Cal-
ifornla court was honest In [ts de-
¢clelon and in Its expressions; and noth-
Ing more. Colonal Rooseveit assumed
that the Idaho court was Inspired by
political motives, and had rendered
& political decision for political pur-
poses, We cannot recall that he sald
anything expressly about the Califor-
nia case; but we can Imsagine easlly

what he would have sald If the court
had Intervened to defeat the Job put
ip by his servile machine. Caolonel
Roosevelt was plainly wlilling to be the
beneficlary of the plot

The Oregonlan is reluctant to im-
peach the motlves of any court with-
out ample reason. The Idaho decizslon
{not the famous contempt case) ap-
pears to us to have been a strict and
somewhat technlezl Interpretation of
the statute. Whether the decislon
might have been different {f the court
had been another political faith
The Oregonian does not know, and I8
not willing to believe. Colonel Roose-
velt does not and dld not know; but
he Iz willilng to belleve anything about
the—oourt, or any court, to its dis
vantage when It takes a position di
pleasing to him.

of

WATER-POWER FIGHT BEGUN,
The c¢ontroversy over control of |
water power hus beeén made acute hy
the attempt to Impose A Federal tax
on power furnished by the Connectlcut

River. The attempt of the raserva-
tionists, who call themselves conser-
vationists, to force Imposition of this
tax ! enused both Western and

Southern Sanitors to fight for the right
of the states to control. The irue so-
lution as regards pavigable streams is
jolnt Federal and astate control, the
Federal Government having undoubt-
ed power to Insure that power devel-
opment shall not impair navigability.
But the Jurisdiction of the statex over
the waters of all streams has been af-
firmed by the courts, and the control
water power l= as purely a state
function as that of any other Industry
carrled on entirely within the bor-
ders of a slngle sinte.

Where an unnavigable strsam ﬁows‘
through land owned by states or indi-
viduals, the states have the right to
undivided jurisdiction and the Natlon
has no voice in the matter. The Na-
tional interest in Western water power
arises from the fact that power cannot

of

foining land and that this land is al-
most invariably part of the public do-
main., The reservationisis have taken
advantage of thls situation to withhold
power sites from sale and to demend
Federnl control of the power as a con-
dition of sale or lease of the land.

A perfectly feasible solution of this
problem has been proposed. It Is that
the Government cede the power sites
to the states, with provislon against
monopely, agalnst excessive charges
and for a reasonabhle royalty, the Gov-
srmment to resume possesasion when
any of these provislons are violated.
Thisx solution would recognize both
state soversignty over the water and
Federal ownership of the land.

The Pinchot crowd wishes to use
ownership of the land as a club to
force the states to concede Y¥ederal

jurisdiction over water and would fol-

’-.

.

strictions on power development that
Investment would be stopped and the
power would run to waste. Pinchot
justifies this policy by the assertion
that only the Faderal Government ¢an
be trusted to guard water power
against monopely; that the stales
would improvidently aillow monopoly
to galn possession,

This is to assert that all the stutes
as a whole would be more careful of
the natural resources than the Individ-
ual states of the West, where those
rasources are to be found. Yet the
West ia the section where the states
have been most vigilant In protecting
themselves agelnst monopoly, where
popular rale s most effective In
bringing corporations under public
control and In restraining their greed.
The reil motive of Plnchot's backers
iz to make the virgin resources of the
West a source of National revenue, to
be shared by these Eastern states
which have long since wasted thelr
patrimony.

————
—_———————n

PFEEPARING FOR WARE.

Segregation of the United States
Army Into tactical divisions sounds
ke & very formidable procedure de-
signed to inoreasq the fighting effec-
tiveness of our troops and add to the
second line nf National defensa. The
prond boast is made at ths War De-
partment that a single order to & div-
ision commander will alone suffice to
put his troops into the field in event
of war, Should international compll-
cations arise, why, our Army will be
quite as avallable for Immediate ser-
vice as the mohblle armies of France
or Germany. Ons order to the chlel
of each military zone will do the
ick

is indeed well to endeavor thus
to create order out of chmos; to have
the Army developed into something
better than a serles of lsolated regi-
ments, battalions sand companies, Buat
when this change is made so that the
Army shall be iImmediately avalinble In
event of war, the subject passes qulek-
ly from the sublime to the ridiculous
for the reason that the moblle Army is
pomposed of some 26,016 infantry and
13.865 cavalsy, with the bulk of the
force hopelessly tlad up in the wirk

of holding down the Philipplnes,
Hawatl, the Canal Zone and the Mex-
lcan border. It iz only when we add

fleld and coast ertillery, engineers, hos-
pital corps, Philippine scouts and all
incidental troops. that we meay boast
o total of §7,0904. Tt would be a ser-
tous problem to mobilize 25,000 com-
batants in the United States,

As affording experience to hlgher
officers and as simplif¥ing the organ-
{zation of the Army, dlvision into four
military zones, with three additional
districts for coast artillery, the new
plan is &n excellent one, Or, if a small
force of troops might be needed, the
plan would have Its good points. But
it will relieve no part of the confusion
{n event of n war. With the call to
arms must come all the ancient con-
rusion of organizing and drilling vol-
unteers, of trying to whip the militia
Into tangible shape for fleld gervice,
and of making the thousand and one
adjustments of a belated and unpre-
parad nation,

An offactive and sufficlent fighting
force cannot be created out of 4 few
detachments by process of lssuing a
specin] order subdividing the detach-
ments into divisions, any more than a
regiment can be mada out of a com-
pany by designating the sguads ns
platoons or hattallons,

A RARE EDITION OF BYRON.

When he purchased 8 copy of By-
ron’s “Fugitive Pieces” John Alden
Speor got something not gulte 80
trashy as the stuff that usually falls to
the lot of hibliophiles. He pald en
enormous price for it, $2750, accord-
ing to the reports, but, inasmuch as
he is president of the Chicaga Union
Stockyards Company, no deubt he can
afford to he extravagant. Of course
Mr, Spoor values this prize because it
= rare. Probably the contents of the
volume do not interest him a great
deal. In fact, the book did not inter-
est Byron'a contemporaries very pro-
foundly. The first edition was pub-
lished in 1800 and soon suppressed be-
canse & friend of Byron's objected to
one of the poems on moral grounds.
Three coples, ne it seems, escaped de-
gtruction. Two of them must have
been discovered since 1905, because in
that year the Cambridge edition of
Byron was published and the aditor of
that work says every copy of the “Fu-
gitive Pleces” but one was dastroyed.
Perhaps within five or ten years other
copies will be found and then the price
of Mr, Spoor's treasure will collapse.

When first published the “Fugitive
Pleces” Included thirty-eight poems,
but Byron added new ones and omit-
ted =oma of the wealkest in later edi*
tions and finaliy published the collec-
tion under the title “Hours of Idle-
ness.” In this form it was reviewed
satirically by Lord Brougham in the
Edinburgh Review for January, 1808.
Byron replled with “English Bards and
Scoteh Reviewers,” in which he ralled
at all the hallowed Ilterary idols of
Scotland, He was not proud of the
poem In later years, and would have
suppressed it If
ugreed by scholars that many of his
strictures are as just as they ars avitty.
Byron's first essays In poetry were
rather feeble affaira. The tinkle of
their melody is not relisved by much
thought and the sentiment s Waisry.
His genios did not show its brilllant
power until he had traveled on the
Continent, and especially In Greece.
This experience ripened his Intelll-
gance and aroused his Imagination so
fully that in the first two canths of
“(*hilde Harold,” whikh he published
upon his return to England in 18511,
shis poetic gifts amesed the country.
He immediately became the most pop-
ular poet In England. His works al-

| most drove Scott's from the market

and the prices which he received from
that time forward were unheard of.

In 1816 Byron made &n unhappy
muarriage which ended in a separation
from his wife. All England made his
private affairs !ts [ntimate concern.
He was abused by everybody Rnd aso
deluged with calumny that he left his
native land never to return. His sub-
saquent career In Venice and else-
where shocked the middle-class Brit-
leh mind by ity freadom from restraint
and his reputation gradually grew
more Satanic until his death In 1824,
when he was scarcely out of his boy-
hood. His poetry, which continued to
be Immensely popular, despened the
demonle tinge of his, reputation.
“Childe Harold" could * scarcely be
called a plous work, but it was measet
tor Sunday schools compared with
such poems ns “Manfred,” “Lara™ and
“Caln.” In these productions Byron
handled the middle-class British deity
and famillar Bible texts with such Hb-
erty that a distinct oder of brimstone
emansated from his books,

Byron himself was a deist of the
school of Gibbon and Hume. His faith
in the Almighty was unwavering, but

he counld, but It Is|

he could not reconcile himself to speak.
reverenily of tha grotesque personage
whom commercial England hrd set up
for worship, We can descant freely
upon this topic now bacause England
has sbandoned the impossible deity of
those days and returned to the Chris-
tian Father, but Hyron was never for-
given for his insuits to ths popular
fetich. ‘The Satan whom, after Milton,
he loved to portrey wos an ilmage of
his own rebellious spirit, which en-
joved the horror it excited. It Is ab-
surd to say that Byron was Irreligious,
but he certainly was a little advanced
for his time In his views of trans-
mundane affalrs. His genlus was &
curlons commingling of the romantic
and classical. In feeling he was as
romantic ns Shellsy. In form he clung
to the classloal tradition. Hls verse
carries us bhack to Dryden and Pope as
far ss externals go, but in substance it
belones with Victor Hugo and “Faust.’
In & sense it = new wine poured into
old bottles, and that s no doubl one
of the reasons why it ls not much read
nowadays by English-gpeaking people.
On_ the Countinent Byron Is the mast
popular of the British poeta.

1t wan his daep, classical predilec-
tlon which drew him to Greeca., That
country was just beginning its war of
independence when Hyron left Eng-
land after his trouble with hls wife,
and until the day of his untimely death
he almost consecrated hl= genlus to li=
cag=e. Much of his flnest poetry was
inspired by the sacred meémories and
new-born hopes of Helins, To him It
was the *“land of the unforgotten
brave,” where every hillside was
“freedom’s home or glory's grava.
The exquisite lines “Ha who hath bent
him o'er the dead e'er the first day of
daath is fled"” present tragically the
contrast betwesn modern and anclent

Greece.
“ "= Greece, but living Greece no
more’ Thiz was the burden of his

song at times, but agaln he poured out
his soul In warsongs which Tyriacus
himself might have sung to the Spar-
tans,

Parhaps the most beautiful of all his
Hellenie lyrics iz found in the third
canto of “Don Juan.!" It beging as

| evarvbody remambers:

Tho

inles of Groe tho Ian of Gresce,
Thera 1

burning Ba io 1 and sung—
And goes on to tell of the King who
“upt on the rocky brow that looks o'er
sen-born Salamis” and counted his
myriad men and ships 8t dayhreak
only to ses them perish hefore sunsetl.
But “on thy voiceless shores the he-
role lay 1= tuneless now, the herole
bosom beats no more," and to close the
gweetest of all laments he cries:

Place me on Bunium's marbled steip.

Whara snve the waves and I may
o muotual murmura awesDo
Thore, swan-like, let ma sin

In Greece he did sing and dle as he
had prayed, How Bryon would rejolce
conld he behold the rebirth of Greecs
that is now taking place, and what
gilorious songs he would sing to cele-
brate ‘the miracle.

Ohloe and Minnesota are thinking of
founding legislative bureaus llke the
one which has been =o successful In
Wisconsin. The purpose Iz to supply
legislators with disinterested knowl-
edge upon the bills that come before
them. Wisconsin's bureau has been &
grand triumph because the resources
of the state unlversily are concentrated
at the capital. Minnesota will enjoy
the same advantoge. When the In-
novation hes swept over the whole
country our laws will be made In the
light and not in the dark, which ought
by good rights to be a profitable
change.

Magazine readers will be gratified
to know that the Century is going to
republish some of its old masterpleces
of satire and humor beginning with
Frank Stockton's “The Lady or the

Tiger?” Stockton’s humor had a flia-
vor all {ts own. It was simple, un-
worldly and perennlally dellghtful.

wphe Casting Away of Mrs. Loecks and
Mrs. Aleshine” has done more to keep
the world in health than all the doc-
tors. The heroine's black stockings,
her ginger jar and her philosophy are
treagures forever.

If eventually it be proven that the
Land of Nod was in our own Klamath
County, Adam made s big mistake in
harkening to the immigration litera-
tura of the time. He might better
have remained, donned maore clothing
and founded a line of native sons with
thefy brands on all the cattle on earth,
Clajms by sclentists are wondarful, but
not more so than when Imagination
develops & “plpe.””

If Chambarlain should go into the
Cabinet he would be following the
line= of his horoscope outlining Cham-
berlnin luck. Such course, however,
would open a political Pandora's box
with distressing results in Oregon.

There are on salé In the local mar-
kets thousands of orabges not much
larger than erabapples, but they do
not tempt the palate of any wWho see
the luscious Oregon apple in proxim-
ity.

\

1t i= quite probable that there was
a great city neer Klamath Falls in
anclent times. It is also probable
that history will repeat jtself,
Al oo e i 2 2

Sarah Bernhardt found a match for
the proverbial gallantry of her fel-
low countrymen In that of the lantern-
bearing American trainmen.

The Lord i= kind to the helpless and
Innocent, The child of Lfsutenant
Recker, awaiting eclectrocution at Sing
Sing, lived but one day.

Now that we have divided our dim-
tnutive Army into divisions, no doubt
we shall procesd to divids the squads
into platoons,

When a pollceman’s automoblls is
used to break the apeed laws, pedes-
trians wonder much as to everything
in general,

\

Turkish soldlers have orders not to
fire until attacked. But will It not
bé too late then to interest tham In the
subject?

Honey is scarce. But so long agz the
supply of dovies and duckise hold out
we may be able to worry along.

What Niagara power has done for
Buffalo, Celilo power may do for the
whole Paciflc Northwest.

If violet rays become the best food
preservative, we hope they will not
come as high as lce.

Six more weeks of Winter will as-
sure & fruit crop. Thanks, forecasting
rodent!

Income tax is a tax on braine, but
‘it \s the brainy men who make the

money, v

EX-MERCHANT CONDEMNS AILL
Mr. Atchley Seen Mach Harm in Aet
for Recording I IIment Contracts.
PORTLAND, Feh. 3.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Regurding Senate bill No. 100:
For its exposure and condemnation
The Oregenlan dessrves much croedit
Should your vigllance snd exposure be
the means of defeating this viclous
measurs, you wiil deserve the grati-
tude of thousands of families, for, as
vou say, it should be lnbelsd = “Bill
to exposs the Intimate affairs and pri-
vate. concerns of all families in Oregon
who buy household articles on the in-
stallment plan,” instead of a bill (as
It now appears) “providing for the
recording snd foreclosure of all con-
ditional notes and contracts for sale of
personal property, and declaring the

sime vold unless so recorded.”

Speaking from experience, I ean Eay
that buyers of second-hand furnlture
from Individuals carafully require evi-
dence of ownership, During the three
wvears that I was engaged in the furnl-
ture business I handled thousands of
Installment sccounia, aggregating hun-
dreds of thoussnds of dollure, yet I
cannot recall a single Instance where
an Innocent purchaser was “stuck” by
having bought furniture upon which
| the firm had & lease. ©On the other
hand, regular inquiries were made re-
garding the status of the uecounts of
people other than the inquirer, When
the furniture was pald for, they were
so advised; if not fully paid for, the
inquirer was odvised that ths firm
would gladly furnish the Information
upon the request or consent of the
customer. If the ingulrer was a med-
diesoms or inguisitive nelghbor, we
saw him or her no more; If It Was a
money-tonder or prospective buyer the
customers’ consent was readlly securad,
thus protecting both the buyer and
tha private affuirs of the customer.

1 am firmiy of the oplinion that such
{nnocent purchasers as are now vie-
timized by buring “unpald-for, contract
zoods” are those of that careless, erad-
uloug class which wotild not look up
the records, were all conditional sales

rocorded. And to attempt to protsct
such by legally running rough-shod
over the ssnsibilltles and self-respect
of tens of thousands of people by ex-

posing all thelr Intimate affairs would
be—waell, if it would bé lesw than a
erime, 1 am sure I can't classlly 1L
Unguestionably, the majority of
homes are furnished on Instailments,
and ths goods ars mostly bought by
women, Therefore, any Stats Senutor
or Representative who votes for Bennte
bill No. 100, or, rather, before he votes
for It, would better stop, look, listen
and think. Ferhapa In the use of the
ballet tha femala of the spacles may be
mors deadly thap the msale when she
wakes up to find her nelghbors or
enemiss discussing her furniture, what
it cont, how much sha owes and to
whom. GEORGE T. ATCHLEY,

—_——

PURPOSE OF ANTI-SEINING BILL

Inteut Is to Protect Natural Spawolng
Grounds, Scos Mr. Taffe.

PORTLAND, Feb. 3.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—A news Jdispateh from Ealem
pubtilished in The Oregonian Suggesis
that Representative Carpentsr's hill to
prolibit geining In the waters of the
Columbia River batween Cascade Locks
and the mouth of the Deschutes has
been Introditesd for ths purpose of In-
uring Mr. ert. I wilsh to say that
your correspondent has been entlrely
misinformesd In this matter. Cleariy
his Information cams from someonc in-
terested In selning on the upper river
and egually clearly from someone o=
terestad in defeating this bill and !n
distructing sttention from the real
question ralsed.

le Carpenter bill is predicated upon
the propositions that the bars and shal-
{ows of that part of the Columbla River
covered by the blll are nuturnl spown-
ing grounds for salmon; that seining
the bars not only destroys the fi=h but
algo, becauss of the continual sweep-
ing of the river bottom on thess spawn-
Ing grounds, destroys practically all
the egga that are there deposited, anc
that this process i{s the chief onuse of
the constantly snd rapldly decreasing
number of salmon in the Columbla
Rlver,

1 submit that if the=e propositions
are true, the bill cught to puss, and
that without regard to the personal re-
lationn hetwesn Mr. Seufert and myself
and equally without regard to its ef-
fect upon any lpdividual, If the facts
upon which tha bill Is based are sub-
stantially true, then undoubtedly Lhe
passage of the bill and the prevention
of seining thess natural spawning
grounds would do more to restore the
salmon industry of our state than all
the hatcherles have ever done or prob-
ably ever will do. These bars and
ghallows are Nature's hatcheries; and
i the flah are allowed to use them ns
Nature Intended they should, I firmly
telfeve that In a few years we could
do away with our artificial hatcherles,
tor they would not be needed.

A5 far as 1 am concerned, thers is
abpolutely no personal! feeling !n re-
gard to this bill, and my only hope is
that It will be conelderad on fts meorits
and that no suggestions from thosa
who would kfll the bill by Impossibis
wmendments or preposterous sugges-
tions of wrongful motives behind it
will be allowed by the Legisiaturs to
overshadow thes real question raised by
the biiL . 'TAFFE.

—_———

ANOTHER PSEUDONYM FOROREGON

“Yalentine Stote” Suggested in Becog-
nition of Admission Iay,
PORTLAND, Feb, 3,—(To ths Edi-
tor,)—With other loyal Oregonians I
have felt & keen intorest in the peren-
nial discussions as to a suitable psew-

th

donym for Oregon, snd I think our
stale has 4 uniqua opportunity to
choose a nams hoth sigoificant and

approprinte,

Oregon was admitted to the Unlon
February 14, 1869, Why should she not
be ““The Valentine Stata?" HBeslde des-
ignating the moset important date In
har history, the idea of & gift is con-
veyad—and, cortainly, everyone famii-
tar with Oregon's marvelous diveraity
of resources will sgree that she con-
tributes richly to the wealth of our
Nation.

The term *“Webfoot," ns evidenced
by dorxens of Jstters from HEastern
sources, has given widespread impres-
tlon that the rainfall ls excesslve and
never-ending, 1 am told It rains all
the time there,” la & phrase of fre-
gquant oceurrcence In these communica-
tions, “Webfoot” may appeal to us
looally, but it carriss parverted mesn-
ing abroad.

As for “Beaver State” Oregon has
no’ monopoly upon the beaver, and
many other states are named for game
or fish, as “The Badger State,” “Sucker
Btate” ‘“Wolverine Stats™ Thers Is
nothing truly distinctive In ths name.

February 14 Is the birthday of no
other state than Oregon, Her rechris-
tening, should the ideax prova mn ap-
pealing one, would be soon =accom-
plished with the compelling co-operz-
tion of state officlals im official publl-
eatlons, the preass, commercial organi-
zations and clvic bodles.

Again, why not ‘The Valantine
State?™” W. I. CRISSEY,

Portland Commercial Club,
i —————————
Filth in Mountaln Stremms.

GASTON, Or, Feb. 2.—(To the Edl.
tor.)—Is there any law prohibiting the
running of filth Into & mountain
straam? SANTORD L. WILCOX

Polluting of any =tream whose waters
are used for domestic purpomes or to
4whsch stock Ekas accesa i3 prohMhited
by law.

——_— — e—

Yen

PORTLAND, Feb. 2. — (To the Ed-
{tor.)—Ia a marringe legnl when woman
does not accompany man for llcenss,
man marries under an assumad name,
minlster gives marriags certificats at
| time of wedding, thoegh same iz not

recorded till 15 monf: Iater?

REMINISCENCE OF SCOHOOL DAYS

Articlea la The Orego-
nlan Reeall Incldent of 40 Years Ago.
PORTLAND, Feb. 1.—{Teo tho Hdl-
tor.)—To my mind, the most pleasing
itams of maws that appear from time
to time in The Oregonlan are of the
retrospeotive kind. 1 cherlsh them
morn becsause many have heen paris
of my memory and life with growth of
this eity, having comeo bere when the
populaticn numbered near the 000
mark. In special which sirikes my
fanoy most i that touching our early
gchool 1ife, and the latest one was the

dren of the East Portland Schoal, tak-
en in 1573, as shown !n The Orego-
nian January 19. I am personally ac-
quainted with many of those shown n
the group.

How grand it must be
nig to look om thelr early faces with-
out & mlgn of care upon them,

Looking at the picture took me back

to those Uv-

to an incident that ‘happened in the
sames yaur, making It 40 years sgeo
this month, We had no picture of the
incideny, but the solid front of the

scholars of ths grammar depariment

of the Harrison-street School, West
Sids backing up a potitton for the re-
Instantement of our teacher, who, we

thought., was just right, but had bean
removed through spite of one of the
directors, She was known to us then
as Miss Tavior, und afterwardy be-
tame the wife of Professor L. W. Pratt
We won our point and one of tha schol.
ars sizning the petition waa the son
of one of the directors that removed
har, Following !5 & copy from The
Oregonian of Junuoary 10, 1873:

Prtltlon of Miss Taylor's Papile

Ta the Bogrd of Direttors: We the un-
dernigned puplls of ths Harrison.street
Hehool, grammar department, reapectfolly
petition -the homorable Board of Directors
for the roinstatement of our beloved teacher
to her former poaition n this departrhent:
Charles Cardinell, Willle Curry, John Hings-
Hepry Chaffey, Albert Buchtel, John
y, Hobert Church, Thomas Huribur,
¢ Rowan, Galner Adams, Joho Krae-

d

mar, Jos. K Wilcox, Rohert
Héndrie, Chaw Fred Lowosdals,
wi Higit {arbaugh, James

" Rosenbary,

i Hdgnr Max-
Albert Lawrence, Henry

» Wil Burrage.

Gans, Louls Hirsch, James Fertlo
Mendanball, Jopr MeCormilok, BEddls Miner,
Jus, Bulger. Androw Stoarns, Clay Morgan,
Fred Wetm Parrish, ¥Frank Ef-
nger, Horace Chos Marshsill,
Hobert Blossom, Enox, Thomas Me-
Cormiek, Willle W crw, Frank Jones, Geo.
Hodman, M. Lander Hloss, Hennle Dird
Hunry Cook. Minnie Garsline, Maggis Je

Parroh, Annle Dunning, Balle Mu
E siion, 1da Ellersop, Jessle Jahr
Florepce Elleson, Alzada MeQuen, Allce

Inrson, Edith Veddeér, Kate Flold, Henrletta
Curr, Annle HUl, Jennle Jones, Julls Stow-
art, Alles Carr, Clara Ireland, Josie Lam-
bert, Minnle Bradley. Loulsa Blowpom, Amy
Adams, Kate McBurney, Delle Jolce

In reading over the namez of the
boys and girls in the petitiom, I find
that many ars with us stiil In the city
a8 men now; many are holdlog posi-
tions of trust in public and private
1ife and many In business for them-
selves, and, ng women now, many hava
marrled well,

Both Profcessor Pratt and Hls wifs
have passed on to a place of rest, but
the memory of them will always be
cherished by those that studied under

thelr tutorship. As this little artlcle
meets the eye of my schoolmates 1
hope it will bring back recollections

of our early school days. 3. B. K.

-_ —
CONSUMERS HELP LOWER WAGES

insistent Demands for Bargatus Met
by Reducing Employen’ Pay.

PORTLAND, Feb. 3.—{(To the Editor.)
—The papers sare full of articl nxX-
prassing righteous Indigmation a nst
stove factories and other employes far
paying thelr Iabpr starvation wages
That they are to be blamed for a lot
of It le true, but they are mot entirely

at fault

A lot of the trouble arisas at the
other end of the line. No mutter how
cheap or reasonable an article ls of-
fered for sala the buying publie inslsts
an buying cheaper. The moerchant
being continually crowdead by t
cuatomers to sell cheaper has to cul

ill eorners to do so, He pays as little
as he can for help: he brings pressure
to bear on the manufacturer to sell
cheaper and the manufacturer in order
to meot these demands cuts down his
expense py much as possible by paying
small wiges that he may mest the

copy of a picture of a group of chil- |

Concerning Cain

By Dean Collins.

In new linex of reasearch full scon now

shall we soarch,
Which same Mr. Hallock has started
to teach,
By making it plaln how the primeval
Calin
Onea setitled In Oregon., *land of the
peach.”

Many wsuggestions for fanmelful ques-

tions
Riga to my mind, an I study thin odd

Tole how the mammoth was chased
out of Klamah
S0 Cnin could come sattle In thia
Land of Nod.
Flenty of rlches, artesians and ditches
Hallock de bes In thin primoval
taown.
Lots, without doubt, Mr. Cain peddled
aut
On terms of in ments—with aev'-

bones do

ral

Out of some bare strips, the remnants

of alraliips

The wira archasologist dug from the

round;

No doubt It iz wvalld
salind

And champngne, and honk carts for

Joyriding round.

they had lobsier

Some op'ning aAbyam, or Ereat oata-
clyem
A-scarring the country with deluge
and breach,
Spollsd, more's the pity, that prosper-
ous clty,
And left all
the peach.

gnsettled the land of

Was it soil, or the weathar, or both
things together
That brought thls old town to the
falr Klamath plain?
My brain waxcs weary rovolving the
query:
*What was the Teal
coming of Caln?

causs of the

I have it! The fable relating to Abel—
Tt answers the gquery that stirs In
my breast:
Calin muiat heve had stralght dope con-
cerning this state,
And, sura of a pardon, cams rambling
Wast.
Portland, February 3.

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonian of Feb, & 1885.

The Corvallls Union’s Jacksonville
correspondent says the Curtln quartz
lead ls paying [finely. An eoffer of
$25,000 for one-third of the lead has
been refused.

Negroes pre declining rapidly In valun
in Missourl. Good fleld hands have
been s0!d as low as $50 aplece.

State Teachers' Asnoclation—This as
socintion will assemhble this morning at
the public schop! bullding.

On Dscember 17, S8enator Nesmith in-
troduced a blil in the Unitad States
Senate to establish a branch of the
United States Mint In thix city.

The following-named géntiemen have
formed = corporation with & view to
establishing a woolen manufactory AL
Oregon City: A L. Lovejoy, Thomas
Charman, l. D C. Latouretts, Arthur
Warner, W. W, Boek, Willlam Whit-
lock, F. Barciay, Daniel Harvey, GoorEs
H. Atchison, J, L. Barlow, John D.
Dement, W. O Dement, L, P, Thomp-
son, Willlam Barlow, W. C. Johnason
and A. H. Steele.

Twenty-five Years Ago

From The Oregenian of Feb. 4, 185§,

Washington, Feb. J.—The President
has spproved and promulgated & Te-
vislon of the civil service rules, which
makes geveral very Important changoes
| in the system of appelntments,

Washington, Feb. 3.—Judge Charlen
P. Daly and Hiram Hitcheock, of New
York, ex-Senator MacDonald, Admiral
Ammen, Commander Taylor and Civil
Engineer Menocul of the Navy ap-
penred befora the House committes on
commerce in advocacy of Representa-
tive Norweod's bill to Incorporate tha

demands of the marchants. No matter
how rcheap an article Is the public de-
mands that it be cheaper, and alwiys
choaper, and to meet the demands the
price of wuges sre as low as possible

Another thing, tha Intrinsic value of

an articls has wvery little to do with
thia constant warfare for cheaper
prices. If silk was offered for 10

cents a yard the buying publle would
immediately asic that it be sold for §
cents. 1 havae sold flour direct from the
miils for less than cost and had de-
munds every day for chaaper prices on
ft. The result of this continual bargain
hunting Is to pass & large percentage
of the cheaper prices back to the
poorly puid workman snd women who
mangfacture it, and those who hand
it to you over the counter?
J. B. BOOTT,
Retall Merchant.
————
upptimistie” for Rallroad Name.

REDMOND, Or, Jan, $1—(To the
Editor.)—If thera has not been &any
decision regarding a2 name for the dls-
triet through which the Harriman elec-
tric road operates, why not eall it
“Optimistia”? Bverybody out thers
(end especlaily the Comumercial Cluhb)
are optimists. _Better just name that
and everything tributary to Portland
Optimistic, You know It Is written
that" .
"he diffsrence ‘"twixt optimists and
passimists {s surely very droll;
the ople sees the doughnut, and
the pessis spes the hole'

And oven If this clalm is not suffl-
clent to entitle “Optimistic” to due
conslderation, the sound of the name
iteslf ls sufficiently euphomious to put
it well to the frogt in ths competition.

I R, WHITNEY,
il e
An Baster Poem.

PORTLAND, Feb, 3—(To tha Edl-
tor.)—Whers can I get the following
poem, with author's name:

The Legend of the Easter Egy.

‘Dearest pupa.’” sald my boy to me
As ha merrily climbed on his father's

knee;
“YWhy are thess eggs you ses ms hold

Colored me floely with blue and gold™
summr?zu,

The poem is not known nt the Library
Assoclation of Portland. Information
concerning legends as to Eamter sgss
may be had by consulting page 778 of
“#Curiositias of Popular Customs" writ-
tenn by Willlam 8. Walsh, published by
J. B. Lippincott Co, Philadelphia. The
volume may be read at the library
mentloned.

——————
Copsumers’ League Report.

PORTLAND, Feb, 3.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—(1) Where can I obtaln a copy
of the report of the committes of the
Consumers’ . League? (2) A took a
timber clalm through which a county
rond if running the full length of It
Who owns the timber which grows in
the road? A BUBSCRIBER.

(1) Address Miss Caroline Gleason,
206 Contral bullding, Portland, Or.

1) If it has been officlally deslg-
natsd a county road, the timber there-
on belongs to the county.

e e
Bee Publications,

WAPATO, Wash, Feb. 1.—(To the
Bditor.)—Please state where a person
ctn Eet B paper that treats of bee
culture, J. B, CONKLIN.

One of the best-known publications
of the kind s Gleaning® In Bes Cul-
ture, Medlon, Ohlo. Others are Ameri-
ciin Bes Journal, Chicago, and Bee-

For

keopers Ruview, Flint, Mick,

Maritime Cana]l Company of Nicarngus.

I Beattle, Feb. 3—The most destruct.
iva and costly conflagration that has
ever happened on Puget Sound occurred
it the Port Biakeley mills on Baln-
bridge Ieland, opposite this cliy. early
this morning.

Shenandoal, Pa.,, Feb. 3.—The strik-
ing minera here have at last over-
stopped all bounds and have been riot-
ing up and down the strests in full
possession of the town.

With the advent of the dry season
work has beon generally resumed on
the Panama Canal,

In the event of war between Rusaia
and Austria, in the Spring, the probe
abla attitude of Bulgaria becomes of
lmportance

Tha regular annual mesting of the
Portiand Library Assoclution will ba
beld this evening. Judge Deady will
preaide and will deliver his anoual ad-
dress,

The Astoria Floneer (s authority for
the statement that the Southern Pa-
cific will buila a branch from Foreat
Grove to Astorin

First Presbyterian Church, ocornsr
Third and Washington streets—Rev.
Donald Roas will preach morning and
evening.

‘Woark has baen resumed on the N-
street elevited rondway betwesn Eust
Nianth and East Tenth.

The
Select
mot In

grand carnlval of Royal and
Musons of the State of Oregon
MceMinnviils February L

D e ———

HOME CREDIT PLAN IS VALUABLE

School Is Alded by System in Better
Attalning Is True Purpose,

SUVER, Or., Feb 2.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—I noticed in The Oregonlan re-
cantly sn article from George C. Mitty,
of Bold, in which he stated thatl, owlhg
to the fact thnt the school childron
of Polk County ars  getting merit
credits at school for doing work at
home—the studies that should be the
bases of our eoducational system are
being neglected and a smattering of
anything and everything Iimaginable la
belng tought.

Such anssertions have not the sta-
bility of & cactus plant The Eola
school his never tried the "home credik
eystem,’ and the patrons know nothing
about It from experlence. Mr, Mitty
hns not lived in Polk County and in-
spected the school system. Btate Sehool
Superintendent Alderman and many
other leading educators indorse the
“bhome qredit pian.”™

Mr. Mitty makes the assertion that
the credit system diverts our mind
from the essentinly. He does not realize
thut the home Is the fundlmenisl in-
stitution of alvillzation; that ths
school is lookod upon ns the supple-
ment te the homa and thet its function
i= ‘to Eive the childiren the tralning
that the home cannot glve, BHurely the
school should keep In clode touch with
home life, and bring Into Ite work
auch material as will make the werl
of the school renl. It han been shown
by many Hastern schools, as well us
those In this country, that ths child's
attitude toward the common, ovVery-
day dutles of iife mre changed when
he realimes that the performance of
thens everyday duties s a part of his
education. R, (. DYRSTRA.

Yeu,
PORTLAND, Feb. 2.—(To the Edi-
tor.}—If & person Who Graws a pen-
slon hers goes to Can can le draw

1t there? €. WARD,



