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widows' pensions.
J J Interest in widows' pensions, which

Is spreading throughout the country,
. . has naturally taken root in progres-siv- e

Oregon. Recently Mrs. Robert H
.. Tate, acting president of the Congress

of Mothers and Parent Teachers' Asso.
ciation, outlined in The Oregonian the
groundwork of the bill that this organ- -

'' izatlon will present to the Legisla
" ture. Briefly, it is proposed to provide

"V, a fund by tax levy of not less than
'.' one-ten- th nor more than two-tent-

mill in each county. Pension is to be
.J extended to the woman who has been
J; widowed by death, or whose husband
" is an inmate of some Oregon State
,1 institution or is incapacitated from

work, and whose support and 'he sup--
port of the children are depen.int

;J upon her labor. The rate of payment
" Is to be 110 per month for one child" under the age of 16 years and $7.50

for each additional child.
' There is a noble inspiration behind
i. the widows' pension movement that
',' of keeping children directly under
" the guiding spirit of the mother when
)! poverty would otherwise cast them
); into the world or place them in a
i charitable institution. In respect to

!" cost, it is argued with seeming force
j; that the pension will in the long run
i largely take the place of the public
',1 money now devoted to the mainte-nanc- e

of children's homes, poor farms,
supervision of delinquent children and

; for similar public duties.
Considerable impetus has been given

to the general movement by a series of
articles published in The Delineator.
From this woman's journal we learn

i, that laws approaching the general
." plan of widows' pensions have been

adopted in six states. In Ohio, if the
truant officer discovers a child of

i school age working whose parents are
dependent on his earnings, the state

I, may aid the parents so long as the
" child remains in school. The Okla-jV

homa law is like the Ohio statute,
" but in Oklahoma the mother must be

. a widow. Aid is in the form of a
scholarship equivalent to the wages
the child can earn. Illinois author-ize- s

counties, through the juvenile
t court, to pension parents who are poor
,". . and unable to care for their children.
. '. The law has been applied .only in Chi.

cago. In Wisconsin the Milwaukee
J" ;' County board has adopted a measure

for allowances to prevent separation
Ti'Vof mothers, whether widowed or not,

" from their children. California per- -
. mits payment from public funds for
the board of children whose parents

' cannot support them, but permits the
k .,' children to be boarded at home if the

parents are of good moral character,
w". . In Missouri allowances are granted by

the juvenile court to women who have
- children under fourteen and whose
2 husbands are dead or in prison.

While writers in the Delineator
T-- speak only good of these laws, a

doubtful note is sounded in a report to
- the Russell Sage Foundation, soon to
ilii be printed. This report has been pre- -'

pared by C. C. Carstens, secretary of
ZZ. the Massachusetts Society for the Pre.

vention of Cruelty to Children. Mr.
Marstens, who is a recognized author-.V- -
ity on child saving legislation, spent
several weeks in San Francisco and
Chicago and shorter periods in Kansas

?t City and Milwaukee. Advance publl- -'

cation of a portion of his conclusions
X Is made in The Survey.
" This portion of the report pertains

wholly to the working of the Illinois
.. law in Chicago. While the act permits

" the pensioning of both parents, its
administration has been confined
largely to the relief of widows with
two or more children, of women whose
husbands are permanently disabled,

, and of women who have been deserted
- more than two years. Mr. Carstens
""'finds that there has been intelligent

choice of beneficiaries in the first in-

stance and that assistance has been
more nearly adequate than had been

" given before by other agencies to the" . same families. But he finds two
weak spots. In more than half the

; ,: cases the interest of relatives, churches
?, and employers in doing their share

diminished after the public pension
S- - 'went into effect. Incompetence of a

large proportion of the probation offi-
cers having supervision of pensioned

; ' families was disclosed. No action had
been taken respecting a number of
families whose condition had changed

; ' since the original pension order was
: Issued, while in ten families out of
: 100 Investigated home conditions, M

ing to drink. Immorality, or communl.
" cable disease, were too bad to war-

rant keeping the home together. In-

stead of keeping children out of
it was found that while

1700 chilifren were being pensioned
the population of Chicago institutions
had increased in the pe-- ;

. riod.
It Is demonstrated by this report

" ' that great care must be exercised in
providing proper administration of
such laws, particularly in securing in-

telligent supervision of aided families.
It also appears that a flat rate is not

,. the best. The pension rate ought to
be so flexible that it can be adjusted

Y to the cases of those who can rely for
- some aid on relatives or others who

should be interested by sens of duty.
In other instances the flat rate, unless
so large as to relieve wholly all other

.2 agencies for home assistance, and ig- -

nore all the varying conditions of
health and earning ability, will likely
prove inadequate.

These are the days when misfit
Christmas gifts cause vain regret to
many. One man has many pairs of
slippers, but no ties. Another has
enough ties to stock a haberdashery,
but no slippers. A woman who dotes
on cut glass is swamped with silver- -

ware, while she who wishes her
friends would repair the deficiencies
in her supply of silverware has un-
limited cut glass. The boy who yearns
for a chest of tools has a dozen pocket
knives. A girl has enough dolls to
fill an orphans' home, but views with
envy her chum, who speeds on roller
skates. A clearing "e for Christ-
mas gifts would be a useful addition to
the modern economic methods of
which we hear so mur'--.

A AINT. JEFFERSON1AX SIMPIJCITT
Now that' they lave an opportunity

to give us an example of Jeffersonian
simplicity at the inauguration of Wil
son, the Democrats balk. The homelj
legend of Jefferson riding horseback
to the capitol, tying his horse to a
hitching post and, after taking the
oath, riding his mettled steed to the
White House and taking possession,
has no attractions for the twentieth
century Democrat. Much as Wilson
would have liked to bestride a horse
with his angular frame and ride-alon-

Pennsylvania avenue unaccompanied
by bands, marching soldiers and a cit-
izenry, the Democrats will have none
of such simplicity. They are coming
into their own after sixteen long years
of wandering in the wilderness of ex-

clusion from office, and they will cel-

ebrate, they must celebrate; no power
on earth shall prevent therm from cele-
brating.

So we are to have an inaugural pa-
rade, with martial music, long lines of
troops and sailors in foil uniform,
many civic organizations in gaudy re
galia and all the pomp and circum-
stance of war, but with none of the
gore and smoke and devastation. We
are to have a pageant worthy of the
occasion, which nothing but a blizzard
such as greeted Taft's inauguration
can blight.

Away with Jeffersonian simplicity!
Up with WoodroVian magnificence!
This is the 20th century. Democracy
is triumphant and will not bate one
trumpet blare, one yard of bunting
needed to signalize its triumph.

BIEIU. AND "BITE SKY" BILLS. 4

The conviction of Biehl, the orchard
swindler, should serve as a warning
to other rascals of the same type that
they cannot expect immunity, even
though we have no "blue sky" law.
But if we had had such a law, we
could have prevented the people of the
Northwest from being swindled, and
could have prevented legitimate enter.
prise from suffering in its good name
through being confounded with fak&s
like those of Biehl and De Larm.

The rejection by the people of the
"blue sky" bill submitted to popular
vote under the initiative should not be
taken by the Legislature a3 implying
that the people do not desire a law de
signed for substantially the same gen-
eral end. The initiative bill was re-

jected mainly because It was not
deemed a proper subject for the ini-

tiative, partly because some of its pro-
visions did not meet with general ap-

proval. If a well devised bill should
emanate from a legislative committee
and should be passed by the Legisla-
ture, it could be submitted to a ref-
erendum vote with fair confidence of
popular approval.

The people of Oregon never in
tended to grant immunity from pun-
ishment to stock and bond swindlers,
nor to leave the field open to those
swindlers who chose to take the risk
of punishment.

THE TT'RK IN A CORNER.

If the Turks do not hurry and give
up Adrianople, that city may give itself
up while the envoys in London still
wrangle over it. But the Turkish re'
sistance is doubtless for campaign ef
fect among the fanatical Moslems at
home, who might make short work of
ministers and diplomats so pusillani
mous as to yield their sacred fanes to
profanation by the giaour. Rechad
Pasha and his associates would wel-

come a demand frqm the great powers
that they give up the city, for they
would then have the excuse that they
bowed to overwhelming force the de-

cree of united Europe.
By long experience the Turk has

become an adept at squirming out of
tight places. His favorite device has
been to play the powers against
each other, but that trick cannot be
used against the Balkan allies, for
they have wisely sunk their differences
in face of the common foe. The terri-
torial concessions extorted from the
Turks are made to the allies as a body,
to be divided among them after peace
is made. The triple alliance doubtless
itches to offer what it calls mediation
but the triple entente is present to
warn it off and to see that the Balkan
States are allowed to rplay their game
without interference.

This week will see the climax cf
the peace conference. If Adrianople
should not meanwhile be starved into
surrender, as the Turkish envoys
doubtless devoutly hope, either the
Turks will yield or the war will be
renewed. Confidence born of unbroken
success forbids the supposition that
the Balkan States will abate their de
mands one Jot unless pressure from
the great powers should compel them.
There seems to be no disposition to
exert this pressure. . ,

ARBITRATION OF PANAMA TOLLS.

Pesident Taft's desire to submit the
question of Panama Canal tolls to ar-

bitration may be attributed to his gen-

eral devotion to that method of set-

tling International disputes. For this
devotion he is entitled to all praise.
But there are circumstances connected
with the toll question which Justify
us in making it an exception to the
general rule.

Other nations cannot deny that we
have the right to refund to our coast-
wise vessels tolls collected on the
canal. Then why collect the tolls at
all? Why collect money from ship
owners at Panama or Colon and re-

fund it at Washington? The only
valid plea on which objection can be
raised is that exemption of our coast-
wise vessels might cause higher tolls
to be charged other vessels. Facts
prove that such a plea cannot be main,
tained. The tolls fixed on the Panama
Canal at its opening are about the
same as on the Suez Canal, although
the Suez Canal cost only about one-four- th

as much as the Panama, and
has been in operation more than 40
years. Our government has not been
prompted to impose higher tolls on
foreign ships by consideration of the
loss of revenue due to exemption of
coastwise ships. Hence tlie main part
of the British argument falls to the
ground. Our right to rebate the tolls
being admitted by the British, and ex-

emption of coastwise vessels imposing
no additional burden on foreign ships,
the difference between the two meth-
ods of favoring our own vessels is
merely a matter of bookkeeping.

Being so confident in our right un-

der the treaty to ot

our coastwise vessels, The Ore--
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gonian would offer no objection to
arbitration if It were possible to secure
an impartial tribunal. But the argu-
ments advanced by Great Britain can
be advanced with equal force by any
maritime nation. If the British nation
believes itself subjected to discrimi-
nation, so may any other maritime
nation with equal reason. That fact
makes all maritime nations and all
their citizens interested parties and
disqualifies them as judges. There re-
main only inland nations like Switz-
erland, Servia, Afghanistan and Thibet
from which to select the arbitrators.
Even Servia may soon be eliminated
from the list. This reduces to an ab-
surdity the' arbitration agreement.

Taft tells us "a sure thing is not
regarded as the riost proper standard
for making bets." True, and for this
very reason we should not bet against
a sure thing by submitting the Pan-
ama dispute to a tribunal composed
mainly of citizens of those nations
which are interested against us. If
Taft can find an impartial tribunal to
aditidicotp tbp dispute, objection to
arbitration will be met, but his abilit,
to find such a tribunal is doubtful.

COMBINATION IN NSW FORM.
By the indictment of President Mel

len, of the New Haven road, and Pres
ident ' Chamberlain, of the Grand
Trunk, the Government will test one
more of the devices for suppressing
railroad competition. In the North
ern Securities case it attacked the
holding company, by which two lines
which should compete were so indis- -
solubly bound together that they could
not compete. In the Harriman case
it attacked control of one line by
another through direct stock owner
ship. In the New Haven, case it at
tacks an agreement of one road not to
build a line in competition with an
other.

The agreement in the present case
professed to give the Grand Trunk an
opportunity to I compete for all busi
ness at all stations reached by New
England lines by allowing the Grand
Trunk to use the New Haven tracks,
but to the man on the street such
competition would be purely illusory
and the New Haven's monopoly of
New England traffic would be prac
tically unbroken. One line which is
dependent on another line for the
facilities of doing business can only
give the mockery of competition.

The successive attacks of the Gov
ernment on so many devices for de-
stroying competition expose one de-
fect in the interstate commerce laws.
The Government has no power to in
terfere with contracts between rail
roads until after the event. In order
to be really efficient in keeping com-
petition open the law should provide
that no contract between two lines,
actuai or potential competitors, relat
ing to use of each other's lines should
be valid until approved by the Inter-
state Commerce Commission. We
should then have the means of pre-
venting combination and should not
be compelled to wait until the com-
bination is effected before acting.

TAFT'S POLITICAL, WAKE.

The dispassionate tone of President
Taft's speech at what he himself
called his political wake furnishes the
explanation of his defeat. Much has
been said of his political temperament,
but this speech is the best display of
the working of that tendency of mind.
He calmly analyzes the causes of hi
overthrow as though the subject wer
entirely impersonal, as he might sun
up the evidence and the legal points
in a law suit which he had been called
upon to decide. He diagnoses the con-

dition of the public mind with great
accuracy. Had he been able to do so
with a much less degree of accuracy
at the beginning instead of the close
of his administration, he might now
be about to enter on a second term.

To have done so, however, would
have required a political, not a judi
cial, mind. A judge looks backward
and draws conclusions' from a set of
known facts, of past events. A poli
tician studies popular needs, opinions
passions, and deduces from his study
the course of future events. He senses
today what the people will think to
morrow. He so steers his bark that
it will ride the current of public opin
ion into the safe haven )f office.

Taft's political blindness was dis
played at the opening of his adminis
tration. Having been elected mainly
on the issue of tariff revision, he sum
moned Congress to action in a message
which showed most confiding trust in
the good faith of politicians toward
the people, though all experience
should have convinced him that the
real battle was only about to begin.
He wrote a message resembling the
opening words of the president of a
corporation to a board of directors
which had met to carry out a pre
arranged programme. His message
might be paraphrased in these words:

"Now, gentlemen, we have to re-
vise the tariff; let's get down to busl
ness."

Had he taken to heart the lessons
of others' experience, he would have
written a ringing appeal for revision
downward, for removal of the injus
tices and Iniquities of the tariff. If
Payne and Aldrich had attempted to
deal too tenderly with the protected
interests, Taft would then; have "read
the riot act" in true Rooseveltian
style; he would have made speeches
which wouio nave arousea tns people
to indignation. Had the reactionaries
still persisted, he would have placed
himself at the head of the insurgents
and, had the latter been beaten in
Congress, he would have written a
veto message which would have been a
clarion call to battle against "the in
terests" in the election of 1910.

He did not adopt this policy, for
the simple reason that he did not re
alize its necessity. Even had he done
so, it is questionable whether he could
have written the kind of messages
whinh would have rallied an angry
people to his support. To do so re
quires that a man shall see and pre
sent only one side of the controversy,
or at least pesent only as much of the
other side as serves his purpose. Taft's
experience on the bench has habitu
ated him to seeing and presenting both
sides and to proving by calm, logical
reasoning that the wrong side is wrong.
Such methods do not stir the public
mind.

But Taft did not until too late rec
ognize' the necessity of conducting a
popular propaganda on behalf of his
policies. He toured the country and
made many speeches, but his speeches
were not of the kind to electrify his
audiences, and it was a physical im
possibility for him to make as many
of them as would counteract the
ceaseless campaign of detraction
which was conducted against him. He
needed a first-cla- ss press agent. He
needed around him men who had the
popular ear, men of winning eloquence
and magnetic power who would have
portrayed him as a champion battling

n

manfully for the right against great
odds.

Taft is too upright to play politics
even in the service of the people to

do a small wrong as a means of doing
a great right.

OOMTENSATING WORKMEN'S INJCRIES.
Wide divergence of opinion exists

among the members of the Legislature
on one particular of the ed

workman's compensation act as orig-
inally drafted. Some would require
the employers to contribute all the ex-

pense; some would impose the whole
burden on the employes; some would
assess the state the greater part; some
would not assess the state at all. The
bill Itself proposes the em-
ployers to pay three-fourth- s; the em-
ployes one-eigh- th and the state one-eight- h.

1

The harmonizing of such a discord
of thought on this one point may be
aided if the understanding is reached
at the start that the proposed law is
in fact not a compensation act, but
a measure authorizing the state to
conduct a casualty Insurance business
for the benefit of employers of labor
and their workmen. To the employer
the state insurance plan offers a lower
rate than he now pays the casualty
company. To the employe it offers
speedy and certain compensation for
personal injuries.

A workman's compensation act in
the simple form, on the other hand,
makes the state no party to the com-
pensation of injured workmen. The
state merely declares what shall be the
compensation and the employer is
bound to pay it if he is affected by the
law, and an employe meets with acci-
dent.

Injured workmen now obtain relief
through the medium of an employers'
liability law, which defines what may
or may not be defenses in actions at
law to recover damages for such in-

juries. The burden of payment is
wholly on the shoulders of the em-

ployer. The employe contributes noth-
ing, unless the injury itself and the
attorney's fees he usually must pro
vide may be so considered. The state
pays no part of the damages, but, of
course, is required to maintain th
courts which hear and decide personal
injury cases.

The insurance plan promises to
eliminate the lawyers' fees now pai
bv employes, and also part of the
state's expense in maintaining th
courts. It, however, involves a doubt
ful field of experiment in which no
safe guidance as to proper rates or in
surance nremiums now exists. There
Is greater ground for contro
versy over the form of the act than
its minor provisions. Whether a state
insurance law is better than or
good as a compensation act may yet
be the real point at issue.

Perhaps the best resolve wo can
make for the New Tear is to look at
the bright side, no matter what hap
pens. There is a positive power in
cheerfulness. Gloom not only hinders
the mind and body from working, but
it opens the door to disease. Every
moment spent in regret lessens the
capacity for happiness and reacts per
manently upon a1 person's efficiency.
It has been said by a philosopher that
repentance is a sin. He may have
gone a little too far with his theory.
It is certainly a sin to do deeds that
bring repentance, but a little-mour-

ing for our transgressions now and
then cannot be displeasing to the Al
mighty. However that may be, we
shall all agree that no time is worse
wasted than hours spent in vain
broodlngs over the past. The whole
some mental attitude is one of bright
confidence in the future; We ought
to trust the power that rules the world
deeply enough to believe that the
evils we have experienced can never
happen again. If they do it will be
our own fault, not the will of the Al-
mighty. The evils ' that run riot in
the world, the social 'ills of the time,
are not fixed upon us by omnipotent
decree, but by our indolence and want
of courage to attack them-- .

The farmer boy who Just now allows
the pheasants to gather in the shelter
of the barnyard undisturbed will reap
his reward at harvest time in dimin-
ished number of pests.

What would the Idaho Supreme
Court do if Roosevelt were to go to
Idaho and there denounce its deci
sions? Could any Idaho jail hold the
furious Colonel?

If Oscar Cook's contention that he
is legally dead should be sustained, it
would be no crime to kill him, for it is
impossible to murder a man who is
not legally alive.

When Mrs. Cleveland visits the
White House she will be able to com-
pare notes with Mrs. Taft on the sen
sation of being deposed as first lady
of the land.

Scientists who reveal easy modes of
killing a man by use of germs may
just as well scare him to death and
have done with it. I

A German "Mother Shipton" proph-
esied the end of the empire this year,
and the Joke in it is that many over
there believe her.

Now does the small boy stand on the
verge of the frozen pond and let "I
dare not" wait upon "I would" go on
the ice.

Baltimore telephone exchanges are
operated by blind girls. That's ah in
novation, although deaf ones are com-
mon.

De Wolf Hopper is a star, not only
on. the stage but in the field of what
the clergy call consecutive polygamy.

To be corpse and chief mourner, and
officiate as well, did not disturb Mr.
Taft's equanimity and equipoise.

And now that the holidays are over
close young men may feel free to make
up with their sweethearts.

The Idaho editors in prison have
the Colonel's sympathy, which is con-
soling, to say the least- -

It is possible that the peace confer
ence disagreed over division or tne
Nobel prize.

to
Tou do not hear the iceman com

plain. He has a cold snap the year
round.

Almost everybody seems to have a
quarrel with the game warden.

Nothing less than more fighting will
settle the Turkish question.

Feed the birds just aow and watch as
the cats.

WAY TO REDUCE COST OF LIVING

Parcel Pout Offers Opportunity- to Cir
cumvent Middleman.

PORTLAND, Jan. 4. (To the Edl
tor.) In The Oregonian, Saturday
tnere are several things set forth wh
are Interesting to people who are en
deavoring to ascertain what detail
make up the gradual increased cost
living in recett years. I notice in thi
issue boiled ham is advertised at
cents, for which I paid 16 cents from
1891 to 1897. During the same period
I paid 10 to 11 cents for sugar-cure- d

hams, and 11 to 12 cents for the best
bacon. How much of the increase
the farmer getting? Suppose his pric
lor livestock lias doubled. does th
explain the tremendous advance in th
price of provisions, which cost three
times what they did 15 years ago?
the farmer gets double what he forme
ly aid twhich is questionable), som
other fellow is getting- more than h
proportionate share of the increase.
so, who is he, and what excuse has he
to otter?

I likewise notice that it costs some
working girls nearly half their wage
ror "duds." well, you can prohibit
this no more than you can prohibit
drunkard from drinking. An educated
character, together-wit- h the installa
tion. of a little common sense, --wou
help this situation; therefore, th
phase of of the Increased cost of living
ought to oe eliminated.

I also notice that creameries pav 39
cents for butter fat, add one pound of
salt and water, and then the roll of two
pounds is retailed for from 6$ to
cents a roll. Would it not pay th
tarmers to buy more salt and coax
their wives and daughters" to learn th
art of butter-making- ? Might it not
pay the girls better than coming to th
city to work for starvation wages?

I also notice allusions in a couple
of communications to the "fancy pack
age." If the people would only take
into consideration the great expense
necessary in making the outside of thi
package and the greater expense in the
most expensive advertising in the na
tionally circulated magazines, they
would soon discover that thej were
paying a pretty stiff price for the in
side of this package. However, I sup
pose if the inside of the package con
sisted of a good grade of sawdust, som
people would buy it at the price set
and enforced by the manufacture
cook it and extoll its virtues. Some
people love to be buncoed.

The middleman and the grocery man
ufacturer have become lmmensel
wealthy by keeping the interest of th
people on imaginary reasons for th
increased cost of living, rather than
the modus operandi of their business
what many people believe to be th
real reason. In other words we believ
him to be the fellow whose subtle op
erations force the farmer at one en
and the consumer at the other to pay
a big tribute to his game.

The consumer ought to get acquaint
ed with some good, square farmer and
then use the parcel post as frequently
as he can. That will not only help
some, but a great deal. And further
than this, see that the farmer who buy;
all of his supplies in the city Is not
harassed by some organization of mid
dlemen when he drives to the door
the consumer with a load of his prod
ucts. Let us keep digging; we may
help to turn the light into some dark
places. HENRY F. JOSLIN.

REASONS FOB. MOVING STATE FAIR
Correspondent Compares Hotel nnd

Transportation Facilities.
M'MINNVILLE, Or., Jan. 4. (To the

Editor.) In The tjresonian, January 1
appears an article from the presiden
of the State Fair Association, Mr.
Booth. Please permit me a reply.

I will first stte that I have no per
sonal Interest in this matter, other
than the public interest; a. free discus
sion on such affairs can be no other
than for the public good.

Portland is geographically the place
for the State Fair, since a large per
cent of the people have to travel
through Portland in order to get to
Salem all of Eastern Oregon. I have
no doubt that If it were put to a vote,
Portland as a location, would carry by

decisive majority.
Another reason is that Salem has no

the accommodation to handle the vast
crowds that gather at the State Fair.
With all due respect to the good peo
pie of Salem, there is always a number
of unscrupulous men that will take ad
vantage of such an opportunity to hold
up people by making exorbitant
charges for accommodation. Now don't
understand me to say that Salem people
are worse than the Portland people,
but the conditions are different. Salem
has not the accommodations for such
occasions, and. cannot be expected to
make them; on the other hand, Port
land is well equipped to handle such
crowds with her numerous hotels and
transportation facilities. It is reason
able to expect that the attendance at
the Fair will grow more, proportion
ately, than at Salem.

Mr. Booth seems to attach a great
deal of importance to the camping
grounds, and the number of visitors
that pitch their tents there, day after
day. This, perhaps, may be largely
due, as I heard it remarked on a cer
tain occasion, because they cannot get
suitable accommodations in the city,
and this is possibly the reason why Mr.
Booth has failed to see- campers at
other fairs.

The objection that Portland has not
made a success of her fairs in the past
is no doubt largely due to the holding
of two fairs in close succession
don't see any reason why the people
would not be Just as willing to patron
ize the State Fair at Portland as at

ny other place. I, for one, would, and
find quite a sentiment to that effect.

H. BERNARDS.

Opportunities at Nevrberfr.
KEWBEHG, Or.. Jan. 5. (To the Ed

itor.) The Oregonian has rendered
service beyond computation to the Wil-
lamette Valley in the space given it in
the Isew iear edition, and that service
is appreciated by the residents of "this
thriving town and the prosperous com-
munity on the farms adjacent.

One urgent need of Newberg is the
establishment of a market here for
fruit, vegetables and berries, immense
quantities of which are produced in
this locality. It would seem that some
one of the big commission firms of
Portland would find it profitable to lo
cate a branch house here and combine
many small lots into carload lots, to
the advantage of all concerned.

Another need is the operation of a
cannery built here a few years ago and
closed within a few weeks, not for lack
of business, but for some reason best
known to men on the inside in that
line. It is equipped with
requirements, is located on a side track
of the railroad, and is fitted to do a
large business. The property Is now in
the market at half its cost.

JOHN T. BELL.

Offensive Billboards a Nuisance.
Boston Post.

Why," asks the clever painter of
outdoor life, Adam Albright, denounc
ing the billboards of Chicago, "why

oes the law permit a man to rent
the landscape?" That is a new turn

the old thought. The owner of a
field believes that he has a perfect
ight to authorize an advertising com

pany to disfigure its beauty with a
hideous row of billboards, and so he
has, legally. Yet he is maintaining a

uisance as troly as the man who per
mits an evil smell or foul water on his
premises. Some day God s rs

will be freed from the curse of these
nuisances to the eye. We have begun to
free our parks already. The world is is
coming-t- regard the value of beauty

next to that of virtue and

POET'S DREAM TO BE FILKILLKD
Great State, IHyricum, to Be Estab-

lished by Slavs in Balkans.

PORTLAND. Jan. 5. (To the Editor.)
The events which have occurred in

the Balkans in the last few months
have doubtless awakened the 'interest
of many to come nearer to this heroic
people, to learn their customs and man-
ners, and also something of their dark
past and future aim.

We have always been busy, mostly to
provide others with life and protect
their interests, and the infrequent
periods of rest gave us scarcely time to
gather as much as we needed to sup-
port ourselves poorly. Centuries passed
over and we did not really know that
we existed. On one side we became
Turkish, on the other Venetian, Aus-
trian and Hungarian subjects, nnd only
in short intervals do we see "Wojwods
and Bans" coming up, but always more
or less dependent on one or the other
side, as they used to say, "Divino
munere Juvatus" (of God's grace).

ior,the rirst time, in the nineteenth
century, after we had become still more
dependent, did we begin to feel that th
time had arrived to do something for
ourselves, and, bekfold, in a few years
we see on the map Servia, Bulgaria,
Montenegro. Nearly the half
mained still in the grasp of their op
pressors, who promised and guaran
teed them many good things. But noth
ing has been 'done. They even de
stroyed many of the rights formerly
possessed and narrowed their expan
sion in every way. I am speaking of
the dual monarchy, and not mentioning
the Sultan s boundless atrocities.

The silent observer knows what is
there brewing, and many know what
soon will come to pass. The bloody
war of today is not only fought' for
the purpose of freeing the Christians
from the tyranny of the Turks; it is to
revive the national spirit and to pre
pare our people for the ultimate ob
jective. To make their boundaries from
the Black Sea to the Adriatic, and from
the Danube to the Aegean Sea, thus
providing them a place in the world of
commerce and industry. We hope that
our countrymen at home will carry ou
their noble cause, but should the plans
fail there are still enough implements
or war ana brave soldiers to fight till
the last.

ine cannons successful roar on
Kossovo and by Adrianople, and the ex

on the other side of the
Danube and Save shows that they are
not far from their victory.

The most cultured and progressive
biavie. provinces Croatia, Slavonia,
Dalmatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, with
more than 7,000,000 are waiting for the
moment when It shall be time to change
their present state to something better.

We are not avenging with the dagger
tne tyrannous treatment of all these
years, the patient waiting and the shed
ding of blood in the northern fields
and the Lombardie, Lutzen, 1632; Nord
lingen, 1634: Custozza and Llssa, 1866,
and many others; but we are no longer
satisfied to live on historical traditions.
We do not want to be a state within
state we want independence. And
what is It going to be? A great state,
Illyricum, the dream of our poet.
ueorge Jvrlzanie, will be fulfilled.

Mon exunt ultra duae gentes, nic
dividentur in duo rega; sed fiet unum
ovile et unus pastor.

IVAN GLAVADAnOVIC

NOT FOR STATE-WID- E ROAD LAW

Writer so Interprets Sentiment of
People as Expressed at Polls.

WILSONVILLE. Or., Jan. 3. (To the
Editor.) By popular vote It was em
phatically decided that we do not want
state-wid- e good roads legislation.
hope our coming Legislature will not
undertake to enact any such laws, be
cause they cannot enact any that will
be fair toward the majority of tax
payers and will admit of building good
roads where those who are really in
need or tnem wut get the benent.

Thus far nearly all bills have stipu
lated that these state aided good roads
must be of staterwlde benefit, or must
connect two important towns. Under
such propositions Tillamook and Port
land would be entitled to such a roa- d-

distance of probably 100 miles of
which 70 miles would be through a
mountainous country where it would be
of very little use to the farmer hence
would be a road for automobillsts only
Another such road from Newport to
Corvallis, another from Marshfleld to
some point on the Southern Pacific
Railroad under the same conditions as
the first mentioned road, principally for
the pleasure of the automobillsts. And
about four or five roads from Willam
ette Valley points across the Cascade
Mountains and across Eastern Oregon
would be proposed.

These road running across the moun
tains would cost a great amount of
money and would be of no use to the
taxpayer in general. Running north
and south, one road would parallel the
Southern Pacific Railroad where it
would benefit only a few farmers be
cause about 95 per cent of the farm-
ers must haul their produce from locali
ties distant from the railroad toward
their shipping station, and not parallel
to the railroad. Again it is the auto-mobili- st

who is clamoring for such a
road and they will use them mostly
for Joyriding.

In the meantime, while we were pay
ing the taxes and these roads are being
built, if the farmers want good roads
to their respective shipping points they
will be obliged to pay an additional tax
to pay for building them.

I feel assured that Portland tax
payers will oppose any state-wid- e good
roads legislation. If they want to get
a real benefit by building good roads
they might spend, say fl, 000, 000, to
build good roads radiating from the
city toji distance of 30 or 40 miles; let
the farmers Dunu tne side roads to con.
nect with the main roads, so that the
fruitgrower, the gardener and general
farmer can deliver their products into
the city and sell to the consumer at
the lowest possible cost-- Cut down thelh cost of living. In this way those
who pay the taxes and the needy ones
will get the benefit.

WILLIAM BROBST.

Socialism and Religion.
PORTLAND. Jan. 6. (To the Ed

itor.) Not for hair splitting, but that
Socialists may be fairly represented
and the public correctly informed, we
ask this reply to Harry Lewis' recent
letter in The pregonlan. ,

The 1908 Socialist party platform de
clares that "the Socialist party is pri-
marily an economic and political move-
ment. It is not concerned with matters
of religious belief."

The 1912 platform, as he quotes it.
ays "the capitalist class . . . abso

lutely controls the Government legis- -
ative, executive and judicial.

It subsidizes seats of learning, col-
leges and schools, and even religious
and moral agencies."

Now, by what stretch of imagination
can these two excerpts from the Social
ist party platforms be made to imply
that "Socialists would abolish religious
institutions"?

The control by Socialists of the Gov
ernment machinery would imply no
more power than that now vested in it.
and any change emanating must come
from the people. This Government is

ot committed to religion any morel
than to n. We have no state
religion to uphold or destroy. The So
cialist party is committed only to the
economic affairs of our social life. It
is Liisrepresentatlve to inject religious
demands where it is plain none exist.

C. W. BARZEE,

The Privilege" of Grumbling.
Home Comforts.

"The weather is very trying to ev
erybody," said the doctor. "Yes," said
Mr. Meekton, "I don't see how my wife

going to bear up under it. When the
n doesn't shine she's miserable and

when it does she says it's fading the
carpet."

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonian ot Jan. 6, 1S03.
Sarah E. Wall, of Worcester, Mass.,

is opposed to taxation without repre-
sentation. She is not represented and
refuses to pay taxes in consequence of
the following from the tenth article
of the bill of rights: "No part of the
property of any Individual can with
justice be taken from him or applied to
public uses without his own consent
or that of the representative body of
the people." The question arisen
whether Sarah can call herself a male
OX not.

The Commissioner of the General
Land Office reports that the amount
of land surveyed in Oregon during the
past year is 6.219. 68 acres: in Wash-
ington Territory 2.803,457 acres.

The Mountaineer of January 4 says
that on the morning of the day before
snow commenced falling at The Dalles
and by night it was 15 inches deep.
This corresponds nearly with the light
fall of snow experienced here.

The contract for building the Port-lan- d

and Milwaukie macadamised road
was awarded to J. E. Carr at $33,000.

fhe Willamette is rising rapidly ana
Its waters are covered with driftwood.
We hope to see it at a stage that will
Insure safe navigation above the falls
until produce of the upper county can
be brought down.

The property holders on Front,
Washington and Alder streets,

are putting down plank on the sections
hitherto paved with gravel and stone.

The Sacramento mall is now brought
from Oregon City on the steamers. The
Rival waited until 4 P. M. yesterday
and, the stage not having arrived, she
came down without the mails.

The Portland Academy and Female-Seminar-

commenced its new term
yesterday.

RAISING STl'RDT JIBS AND WOMEN"

What Was Done by Mca Before Daya
of Fancy Package Is Told.

ESTACADA, Or.. Jan. 4. (To the
Editor.) Having read Mr. Robert G.
Duncan's communication in The Ore-

gonian, I cannot resist the temptation
to answer some of his fallacies. Ho
says, in substance, that a good many
people complain that the high cost of
living is partly due to the fact that
nearly 611 the staple groceries are now
put up in fancy packages, and that we
have to pay for the package as well
as for the contents. Then Mr. Duncan
goes on to say that this takes htm back
to old times, and he casts slurs on the
old-ti- grocer, which are not borne
out by facts.

Mr. Duncan is about 26 years of ago
and what he knows about old times
some one else must have told him. Ho
lauds the fancy package system, as
though civilized man could not get
along without It. and asks: "Who wants
any of the cheap stuff that people tell
us about? We don't want homo-mad-e

bread, etc." Then he tells us we can
cut down the cost of living by wear-
ing hickory shirts, jeans pants, plow
shoes, cotton hats, by washing our own
clothes, saving our firewood, walking
to work and will live to be nearly 40
years old. Has Dr. Duncan never read

bout the old pioneers or seen their
pictures in The Oregonian men who of
necessity lived nearly as he describes
and most of whom reached the age of
80 or 90 years?

The fancy packages are all right es
pecially where there are only a few in
the family which seems to be the rule
at present. But the old fashioned pio-
neers were different. For instance, the
family of the writer consists of a wife
and thirteen children. A nice little
package of breakfast food would not
give each of them a smell. We ate
lots of home-ma- de bread, such as Mr.
Duncan seems to despise, and our chil-
dren all grew up to be strong and
healthy men and women and the writer
has been brought up on home-mad- e

bread, mush and milk, salt pork and
beans, potatoes, turnips and other
dainties of a like nature and his neigh-
bors fared about the same. Yet in
those days people enjoyed better health
than at present. Such maladies as ap-
pendicitis, stomach trouble and Brlght's
disease were almost wholly unknown.
As for the writer, he la now 65 and
works and manages a good-size- d farm
and expects to be able to do so for a
dozen or more years to come.

WILLIAM REIMANN.

SEED For additional jidc.es
Fla-nr- Given to Show Volume of Work

Confronting Supreme Court.

PORTLAND, Jan. 4. (To the' Editor.)
There will probably be a bill intro

duced in the Legislature to increase
the number of Judges of our Supreme
Court from five to seven. It impresses
me that The Oregonian's readers will
be Interested In the facts.

There are 140 cases now on the
calendar ready for trial and untried.
As nearly as it Is possible to estimate
it will take eight months to try these

es. In other words our Supreme
Court Is eight months behind its work.
There are 175 more ..cases on the cal-
endar in which the briefs are not all
filed.

In the year 1912 there were 353 cases
appealed to the Supreme Court. During
the year 1912 the Supreme Court suc-
ceeded in disposing of 278 cases. In
other words, the Supreme Court is 75
cases further behind Hb calendar than
it was a year ago. It certainly must
be discouraging to the members of
the Supreme Court to labor hard and
long and feel their work is getting
further and further behind.

Some comparisons may be of Interest.
In February, 1907, the Supreme Court
was increased from three to five judges.

190b there were 186 cases filed in
the Supreme Court. The taxable prop
erty of the state in 1906 was $427,370,-978.7- 0.

The amount for 1912 has not
yet been made up, but will exceed
$900,000,000. The State of Washington
has nine judges on its Supreme
bench.

When a farmer has a large crop to
harvest he hires a larger number of
men than when he has a small crop. If
we want our property protected and an
opportunity to be heard In court as the
state grows in population and in wealth
we must Increase the number of judges.
If we desire to return to primitive
methods and defend our property rights
and our persons by. a strong arm or
a long barrel rifle, then we need
nothing along this line.

A KING WILSON.

New Second Choice Bill Needed.
ESTACADA. Or., Jan. 4. (To the

Editor.) Regarding the second choice
bill, vetoed by the Governor, of which
bill I am one of the authors, I wish to
say that I think it may be best to
let the veto stand as, in studying the
bill over carefully, I find that sec-
tion I provides that it shall require a
majority of the votes cast for the
candidates In the primary. In such
cases as the nomination of Sheriff In
Multnomah County last Spring no can-
didate would probably have received a
majority of first and second choice
votes.

Because of this defect in the bill, and
because a Senate amendment to tha
bill was adopted by the house when
less than a quorum was present, I
believe it will be best to let the veto
stand and introduce a new bill. Be- -
cause I believe it will materially help
the people nominate good officials, I
am strongly in favor of a second choice
provision In the primary law. The
,State Grange at Roseburg strongly
indorsed, mis provision.

P. M. GILL.


