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OREGON HAS GREAT MINERAL WEALTH AND
1913 PRODUCTION WILL SHOW LARGE GAIN

In 1911, Latest Figures Available, Total Output Was $3,228,682—New Properties Are Being Devel-
oped and Precious Metals Mined Will Be Doubled This Year.
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§4444. There were 40 deep mines and
L3§ placers operated In Oregon In 181L
Of the placer mines 88 were hydraullie,
three dredging. nins drifting and 38
stuleing properties.

The production of ¢rude platinum in
an averasge of 23.2 the Unitad States Increazed somewhit
er a tou of ore shipped. {m 1811, this Increase being undoubtadly
ecovery of gold and sil- due to the high prices pald for the
the copper ores was $L32 a metal. The production reported In 1811
moves Oregon ton. was 628 troy ounces, an increase of
i duction. Baker County led in gold production, 238 ounces compired with the output
There arc &3 © manu- with an oulput of 338%,786, of which of 18510, The sverage price paid per
facturing clay The average $372.504 was derived from 74,558 tonz ounce of crude platioum sand was
price, at the works, of commgn brick of silicecus ore and from tallings. $28.87 compared with $24.35 in 1310,
& thousand during the yoar Was $605 Josephine County produced §980,360 In The crude platinum sand generally con-

s from
total

nearly
The

tains & little iridium, iridosmine and
gold, besides some remaining black
sand The plantinum content of the
crude sands varies considerably, the
average In this country belng about 7o
per cent.

The entire output of cruds platinum
In the United States !5 recovered from
placer mines in Orepon and California,
which also produce gold. In Oregon
the quantity recovered In 1911 was 117
ounceés, having a reportsd valus of
$3285. The production in 1510 wag &3
troy ounces wvalued at S$1I12L The
ocean beachez in Coos and Curry Coun-
ties yieldad 50 ounces. The remainder
came mainly from placer mines in
Jossphine County near Kerbr.

The production of sand and gravel
in 1§11 was 1438804 cublc yatds hav-
Ing A& valuse of §868.417 as compared
with 1,145,568 yards the previous year
with a value of §$625405. ©Of this
pmount 308,535 yarda were sand valued
&t S258,207. With the sexception of

4025 yards coming from Klamath
Cougnty wil of the =and produced In
Oregon came from points along the

Willamette River by far thes graatest
amount coming from near FPortland.
Multnpmah County alone produced
871,607 yards of sand valued at $334,-
225, The total amount of gravel pro-
duced in tha state was H41,88% yards
valued at $501,110, Multnomah County
producing 458,887 vards with a value
of §323.851.

The reports of production toe the
State Bureau of Mines wre confildential

FRUIT CROP SETS RECORD.

Although the prices for soma
kinde of frult., notably apples,
ware below those of former Years,
the c¢rop of 1012 was ths most
valugble recorded in Oregon. Theo
yisld of nearly all kinds of fruits

]

was large and the market active.
The value of Oregon’s frult crop
for a number of vears Is as fol-
lows;
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werease and it 18 expected that
production will exceed to some
extent that of 1915

It s probablé that the production
of granite in 1812 will not be materi-
ally  different from the precesding
Year.

The production of the preclous met-
als for t curréent year will probably
not exce that of 1911, but it can con-
fidently be expected that the produc-
tion for 1812 will be materially in-
cressad. A number of propartles in the
tate, especially In the eastern pari,
have been developing for the past faw
ceanrs 4nd have now remched the staxe
of production. I belleve that the
precious metal production in 1813 will
be &t least double that of either 1511

or 3812

0-W.R.&N.Reduces

Distance to Spokane

Improvements In Mzin Line Wil Cut
Off 54 Milen and Make Posslble
10-Hour Schedule.

HEN ths !‘mprovements on the
w O-W. B & N. Compani’'s main

line between Poriiand and Spo-
kane ate completed the distance be-
tween those two points will be reduced
54 miles and & 10-hour schedule will
be possible.

The mo difficuit portion of the
work alre has been completed. This
Ie the change of llne in Marshall Can-
yon between Spokane and the Bnake
Rliver. While this project in Itself
was not so difficult as many pleces of
road bullt In the Northwest in the last
few years, it involved, Dbesldes the
change of llne, Improvements for both
the Neorthern FPacifle and the Nerth

Bank tracks, wh are in the same
narrow gorge with the O.-W..R. & N.
prop ¥ The contracting firm of

Flagg & Standifer, of Portland, did the
work.
A new bridze ncross the Snake River
ot Ayer Jupctlon also Is included in
jaet besides considerabls
& of track and reduction of
the Saake River and
Msarshall Canyon. Contractors have
been at work at varfous times within
the year on nearly all parts of this
project.
Meanwhile m money is belng
spent in Improving the O.-W. R. & N.
main line between Portland and Uma-

tilla. Eventually all this plece of
road will be double-tracked. While

the gecond set of ralls is beilng put In
position sttention also is being glven
to curvature and grades. Many pleces
of track put down Y#ars ago wiil be
torn up and the old roadbeds aban-
donad. New and safer roadways will
be provided. Much distance will be
cut off In the alimination of curves and
energy will be saved locomotives of the
future by removing grades.

These various Iimprovements will
make the O-W. R. & N. road equal to
any in country and will make the
new distance between Portland =snd
Spokane 36% miles——giving the Harri-
man system the shortest liné between
the two citles. The distance over the
road having the naxt shortest lins is
3775 mils,

The !{mprovements between Spokane
end ths Snake River, Including two
new bridges over tha Spokana River
fn the City of Spokane, will cost ap-
proximsately $8000,000. Additional im-
provements along the Celumbia River
will cost $3.000.000. All this work will
be finished In 1513, New train schad-
ules then will e adopted

Betwszen Spokane and Marengo,
Wash, & distance of &0 miles,
the road will be used jointly by the
0.-W. R & N, Company and the Mil-
waukee systam. The new depot to be

“buiit in Spokans this year will o=
roads.

pied by both

ALL PRODUCTS OF TEMPERATE ZONE
THRIVE ON OREGON'S FERTILE FARMS

Corn, Flax, Onions, Potatces Among Minor Crops That Are Receiving Attention—Bee Culture
Gives Promise of Development in Certain Districts.
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future promise {s bee culture, Many
farmerz have Installed bees on
property in the last w
Investment has glven tt
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purposs, The honey exported from ths

Angore goatls are a
thelr In the developmeént of the state.
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uré, and the Serve a two-fold purpose.
1,250,000
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pounds, and Is valued at $375,000,
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Central Oregon and ths terri- the land. They oat and clean
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Mountaing waste and underbrush, which also wets
to this as a preventiva of foraat fires
Within the last few years flax-grow-
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GREAT INCREASE IN VALUE OF LIVESTOCE IN OREGON,
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ing has been (ntroduced In the stals
with success. The »oil and cllmate of
the state are readily adapted to this
industry, which promlises soon to be-
come one of the leanding agricultural
products,

Oregon produces pbout 40 per cent of
the hops grown In the United Statem
The state has more than 23,000 scres
in bearing vines, and in 1912 produced
about 120,000 bales of hops, which, at
an svorage of 180 pounds to the bale,
amountsd to 216,000 pounds. Thé aver-
age price pald was 20 cents a pound.

While apples and the various deeld-
udous frults have served to make Ore-
gon famous, grape production Is re-
calving muoh attentior 1OW Many
vines will come Into 1Y ring In 1018,
Oregon ranks seve! = n EFApe-pro-
ducing state.

Onlons are becom
Ing products In aln sectlons. On
the rich hottom land, known as beavers
dam soll, they yleld bountifully and ri-
val the linest Bermuda vegelable, Csl-
ory. horsoradish &n rhubarh are also
ruised In commercis <|‘-thlll||'a on this
lind and with satisfactory profits.

Corn is not grown extenslvely in
Oregon, but thrives In many soctions.
Potatoes bear well and are of execellent
quality. Last sofson the potulo crop
was ostimated at 8,551,685 bushals,
which, with unusually low prices pre-
valling, was valued at $3.600,674.

z one of the lend-

Profit Found In Onlons.

Edward Ziplker and sona have been
bringing thelr onions in from thsir
farm four miles wost of Creswell. They
had about three Gcres of land planted
and will hevae over 40 tona of as fine
onions B8 Wers ever taken to market.
Mr. Zinlker says that he has never sold
his onloms for less than $i5 per ton.
This year he Is pianning to hold hkls
crop until later and expecis to get at
least §85 per ton. Who says it does not
pay to ralse onions?

Mr. Zinlker anlso has some very fine
fruit. His prunes were good. but the
crop was short In amount but his ap-
ples are as fine as can be found any-
whers and the trees ars breaking under
the hoavy welght of frult.—Eugsne
Reglater, ; 3




