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GREAT AUDITORIUM ON MARKET BLOCK
IS PROSPECT BY END OF PRESENT YEAR

What Portland May Expect to Do With $600,000 Available Is Qutlined in Vtew of Experiences in
Other Cities. Milwaukee Good Example.

By Wiliam D. leutﬁﬂ Mﬂnhﬂ' Publle
Ansadl .

fnm

N June G, 1%11. the charter of the
0 City of Portland was amended by

n vote of the people 8o as to create
= Pablic Auditorium
sisting of fve membera,
by the Mayor within
the adoption of the
June 15, 1411, Jogeph Simon, then
Mayor, appolnted ns such Commission
Thepdore B. Wilcox, Willlam D. Fenton,

Commission, con-
1o be appointed
ten days after
amendment, On

Ji R. Wetherbee, Hugh Hume and Phillp
Metschan, Jr. The commission met
within ¢ days after its appolntment

Wilcox

am requ and walected Mr.

chalrman, and the Auditor assigned his
deputy, C. F. Welgar to act &8 clerk
af the commiszion a arized by law.
The members all serve without com-

pensation and hold their oftices for one,

excesd $20,000, thus leaving $550,000
with which to buy the site and con-
stroct and equip the bullding. It Is
estimatesd that not to exceed $100,000
can be used to purchase the site, leav-
Ing $450,000 for the Auditorium and
equipment. To know what can be done
with this sum of money, it is impor-
tant to asgertain what has be¢n done
in other cities. The official records
show the co=t of auditoriums elsewhere

ng follows: Seating 2
Population. Cap'c’y. oat.

MIUKBUKEE o.0000-.973.037 10,000 $550,000
DEAVEF ..e..00000.215:381 11,000 6350,

St. Louls ...- 857,020 10,000 500,000
Eansas th)’ 248,351 13000 455,000
Dies . Molnea. £6,388 §,000 350,000
Clncinnatl 4 4000 818,43

1 have personally Inspected the au-
ditoriums at Milwaukee and Denver and
have photographic views, drawings and
descriptions of many others, and it Is
my judgment that the Milwaukee audi-

bourn, John Plspkington snd Peter
Englemann Halis. These were s0 named
in honor of men of the past who had
been prominently |dentified with the
material, intellectual and moral devel-
opment of Milwaukse, and whose faml-
lHes equipped the halls in ample style
and furnished them in a2 comfortable
manner,

The receipts for the flscal year

I!S-D 148.22
The disbursemeants 3650, 58

The net carnings.... ..ue.{sa.se

The total Investment Including
building, furnitare and fixtures, tools
and machinery, Is $352,287.28. If we
compute the Interest charged on this
sum st 4 per cent, there would be §$22,-
181.3% to be paid, leaving a deficit of
$86607.83,

The City of Portland cannot expect
to excel this showing and It is thus
apparent that there must be an annual

< g

e
committees of conventions and varlous
bodies that may use the Auditorium.

It for any reason it should be deemed
inadvieable to furnish these rooms for
the Oregon Historical Soclety they
could be used to relieve the congestion
at the City Hall and to accommodate
the Increasing demand for more office
room for municipal purposes. It may
be uecessary te hous: the Historical
Soclety and Clty Museum In an inde-
pendent bullding upon another sits
upon plans to bs matured after further
consideration.

The main avditorium will be at grade
and will be available for all puorposes.
Cement inclines, instead of stairways
and entrances, can be Installed, and
stock shows, horse shows, dalry showa,
athletic exhibitions and the ilke can
be held in the .maln aunditorium, with
ample entranceés to stalls and comiort
stations below tha floor and with sasy
access to all inclines,

The smaller halls, two In number,
could be fregquently used for lectures,
musicais, concerts and the like, and
each should have n scating capacity of
about 400, and should be furnlshed with
good modern seats and small platform
or speaker's stage, and if furnished by
some ploneer or public-spirited family,
a good organ,-sultable fuorniture and
statuary counld be supplied.

The large hall at the north ejpd of

two, thres, four and five years respec- torium is the most practical and will loss in maintenance and operstion of the third floor could be used for Jirger
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Tt R S = .$71,852,980.77 £ $103,765.08 §46,746,180,71 f$3,206,712.12 $24,265,014.55 064.79
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tively, determined by lot. The term yleld the largest revenues and at the the Auditorium of a sum ranging from gatherings, a banquet hall or other
of Jllr. Metschun s\.'tﬁg explred, he was =%me time will more nearly serve tha $7000 to $10,000. We should also con- sultable purpose, and furnished in like
Fibe 4 7 = T general purposes of such a structure. sider the sise of sites avallable to the manner.

reappointed by Mayor Rushlight.

The charter a andment, thus adopted,
provides that in the construction of the
“Public Auditorium,” the commission
shall proceed only after public notice
akking proposals, based upon plans and
specifications previously submitted and

filed with the commission by Its archi-
téct and approved by it, provided that
when (n its judgment s bids are ex-
cessive or otherwlse unsultable, the
commission may procead to do the work
directly, nnd shall in all cases have the
right to reject any and all blds. The
act further provides, that open com-

petition shall be had In the letting of
all contracts for such conatruction, in-
cluding contracts of architects in draw-
ing plans and dsasigns for such con-
struction work, leh shall be .n pur.
gunnce of tne of the American
Institute of Architects™

This langunge is not clear nor casily
understood, but the Commission has
considered it to mean that the employ-
ment of the architect who shall draw
*“the plans and deslgns for sald con-
structlon work,” and the authority to
make a contract with such architect
to prepars the working plans and de-
gigns must be In pursuance of the
riles of the Amerlean Institute of Ar-
chitects. _he commission, not belng
architects or familiar with the rules
mentloned, employed Ellls F. Lawrence,
a competent architeet of thig city. to
net as its professional adyiser and to
attond to the detalls of conducting the
contest of architects to secure the con-

tract to prépare the official plans and
dasigns for the public suditorium. This
gontest was promptly held, pursuant

to the requirements of the charter and
according to the rules imposed upon
the commission, and the jury of awards
palected the pians and signs of Mr.
Freedlender, of New ) and thereby
galected him as the official architect of
the commission, and alr Freedlander Is
an architect of Natonal reéeputition.
Thin solection does not necessarily re-
quire that the commission shall adopt
these plans and designs, but does bind

the ecommisslon to the architect thus
named,

Shortly after the commission was
organized it tentatively selected the
Market Block, between Second and
Third and Clay and MarKet stroets, and
the north 50 feet of the block Imme-
dintely south of Market street, in-
cluding Market street to be vacated, us
the officlal slte of the Audltorium. The
fary of awards, however, recommend-

ed the old Exposition site at Nineteenth

and Washington streets in accordance
with the Bennett Greater Portland
plans so strongly Indorsed by many
influential cltizens, Investigations of

the provisions of the so-called Ziegler

amendment to the city charter adopted
June 5, 1811, on the same day the Audi-
vorium was authorized, disclozed Ii_u_-
fact that no clty street within 2000
feat of the ‘meander llne of any navi-
gable water” (Willamette River) or
#1000 fest from any rallroad depot or
terminat yard* conld bg vacated for
ANy purposi—not even for o legiti-
mite municipal purpose, This dafoated
the selection of the Market Block site
and effectually prevented the delec-

tlon of any other slie on our e¢ity blocks
imited 1o 200 feer by 200 feet in ared
within the distance specified from the
Willamette River or the depot or ter-
minals of any rallroad.

The bond Iusue authorized is limited
to $800.000, and to pu nse the site &t
MWineteonth and Washington stireets,
recommended by the jury of awards
and the Greater Portland plapns of Mr

Bennett. would have taken ibout $400,-
000 of this issue and left to be ured for
construction of the Auditorium less
than $200,000 afrer payment of archi-
tect’s commissions, hond discount and
other ne Ary gxpenses.

In this s=itua 1, informal appllca-
tion was made the Mavor and the
eity sadministration for rellef, and It

was suggested that the Zlegler amend-
ment could b odified s0 &s to permit
stresta for

the clty to own

publle purs hat an ndditional
bond lesue yuld be author-
ized to ry. It was
thoughty =& election could ba
ahortly calie submit hoth propo-
sitlons, but for \1: e Toason and another
such special election was delayed un-
til Batur November 3, 1812, at which
both ,.r\um-u: ons were submitted to a
vote of the people. The Ziegler amend-
ment was m fled. so that since No-
vember 3, 10 it hiss been and I8 now
possible thay the city may vi a'. any
street Iin the city for municipal por-

poses, provided the city 1s the owWner
of the abutting properiy on both sides
of the street proposed to be vacated
This will permit the Council to vacate
Market street at the place suggoested
provided the commission shall firat
purchase or aequire by condemnation
the portion of the block immediately
south of Markeg street. While not nec-
essary at the present time, it s bellaved
that the Park Commlssion would &ac-
quira the south haif of this block and
immediately south of the Auditorium
site thus sugsested and park the same
for the use of the ¢

The totn} avallabie
$600,000 bonds (asue wil] be about $570,.-
000 wfter deducting of the dlscount
upon 30-year 4 per cent municipal
ponds, which it Is estimated will sell
@t 95 centg on the dollar The Tees of
architects and incidental expenses will

sums from the

-

The size of the first four suditoriums
mentioned and the area of the aites
uses are as follows:
Cliy— Aud'm size
Milw ankes . 3302150 feet
....... .206x175 fsat
S 201 x210 feet 0 feet
¥oow s -B14x108 foot J‘waﬂ feet
be noticed that the seating
Mllwaukesa 10,-
000, Denver 11,000, St. Louis 10,000, and
Kansas City 16,000. We should. how-
ever, bear in mind that the three last
named were chiefly designed to ac-
commodate great Nationsl conventions
—the primary purpose of each being ac-
commodation for a few days for extra-
ordinury numbers of delegates from all
parts of the United States, and not to
serve the dally and frequent needs or
n great and growing metropolis. The
auditorium at Milwauvkee is admirably
ndapted to the needs of such a city as
Portiand. The official report of the
governing board of the Milwaukee An-
ditorfum for the vear ending Septem-
bar 30, 1910, shows the number of days
and evenings and the purposes for
which parts of the bullding were oc-
cupled to have been as followa:

Aren of site.

It will
capacity Is as follows:

Industrial and edu\--'inﬁnl oxhlbtu ..... 57
Conventions ........ 3
Moetings, soclal, rri sloui

political
LAOLUTIN  aaci=izsiscanassas

Concerts and dances ....
Circusea

Athletie entertainments
Miscellaneous

Tota] :,.... ferenvasamen camanes

The enum.] lmlll_ wera used during
the year as follows:
The maln auditorium, Umes.......-.... B8
The smafler halle, In annex, times. - 206
The h.; iment under main hall, days. ..., 4
The ra bullding used, days... 1T

Thl= mugnificent Auditoriom has an
annex with folir smaller halls, known
as the Solomon Juneau, Byron Kil-

Portland Commission and the money
avallable, It seems to me from ail that
ean be known at this timeé, in the ab-
sence of Mr. Freedlander, the official
architect, who waa expected to come
to Portiand In December just past to
advise the Commizsion Jdefinitely as
to size, character and kind of bhullding
that can be constructed within the
limit of our funds, that the Commis-
glon will be compelled to select the
Market block site, secure vacation of
Market street, buy or condemn the
north half of the block Iimmediately
south of Market street, thereby giving

4 site 200x360 feet in area. It Is be-
lleved that the half block mentioned
can be purchased or condemned for

B sum not exceeding $100.000, thus
leaving $4560,000 for bullding purposes,

A study of the plan of the Milwaukee
Auditorfum will convince any prudent
man that a bullding 150x330 feet can
be erected upon the slte mentioned.
leaving a 20-foot amlloy at the south
end and & space in front of 10 feet—
thus giving a reasonably good setting
foecing Clay strest—and leaving & mar-
gin of five feet within the property

lines on Second and Third streets on
ench side of the bullding. The Audl-
torfum would be three storles in
helght, with a seatlng capacity of

about 9000, with a stage 50 feet by 70
fest, an organ loft of ample size, two
splendid halls about 56x57 feat on the
second floor over the wings of the
stage, with entrance from the alley at
grade; a large hall 42x70 feet on the
third floor, overlooking the city on
Clay street, and a series of 18 rooms
encireling the dome over the audi-
torlum amd the sides of ths stage,
ranging in sigte from 18x40 feet to
18x80 feot, with a numbar of smaller
office rooms, all to accommodate the
Oregon Historical Soclety, the officlals

PREPARATORY

COLLEGES W WELL EQUIPPED

SCHOOLS AND

Denominational and Non-Sect.arian Institutions Widely Known.
Y.M.C. A and Y. W. C. A. Have Large Enrollment.

ESIDES ita system of public, high
B and grammar schools, Portiand is
well provided with private educa-
tioual Institutions. No matter what
iine of study one desires to follow, ex-
cellent facllities will be found in thils
eity. Theore are preparatory schools
for boys und for girls and schools in
which the attendance is open to both
sexes. Technical and professional In-
stitutions are up to & high standard
and there are peveral schools of col-
legiate standing.
Among the preparatory schools Paort-

Iand Academy Ig probadbly tha best
known. It was founded in 1889 and
has had a rapid growth. Under the

leadership of Dr. J. R, Wllson, the prin-
cipal, it is offering both grammar grade
and academic codrses, It has large and
well-equipped buildings convenlent to
the center of the city, and has a largs
attendance. A considerabls proportion
of its graduates enter higher Institu-
tlons of learning, and its alumnl are
especially numerous at the University
of Oregon. Portiand AcAdemy s under

NEARLY 300 MILES OF STREETS
PAVED.

Portland s one of the best
paved citles in Ameriea. Few, {f
any, other citiea of its size have
ax many miles of hard-surfaced
streets. A few Yeoars ago Port-
land's streets were a reproach,
and weaere commented upon un-
favorably by all visitors. Then
the city started to bulld a system
of good streets, and It carried out
its tusk In a characteristic way.
In a single yvear, 1611, Portland
laid more pavement than any
other ¢ty in the Unlted States
except New York. The following
table, sh-o wing the mileage of
of hard-surface pavement in
in pluce at the and of each year
tells the story:
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Presbyterian ausploes. It has a large
and competent faculty and iy noted for
thorough scholarship. Both boys and
girls ure admitted to 1ts classes.

There are two well-known schools for
giris. Ome of these 8t. Mary's Academy
and Coliege. is conducted by the Catho-
Hes snd has " been In existence since
1850, although the collegiate depari-
ment was not added until 1893. The
Sisters of thes Holy Names are In chara.
of St. Mary's. There s a large attend-
ance from Portland and other clties
There are several courses.

St. Helens Hali 18 an Episcopal Instl-
tution. Both resident and day pupils
are accepted. Courses are divided Into
coliegiate, academic and elsmentary,
registration for the elementary

courses balng confined to day puplls.
Musle, art and elocution #tre taught.

Among ‘the technlcal schools high
rank l# taken by the North Pacific Col-
lege of Dentistry and Pharmacy. This
institution ocouples a new and hand-
#tome bullding at East Sixth and Oregon
stregts, and has students eprolled from
every state and from many forelgn
countrien. - The facuity, headed by Dr.
Herbert C. Miller, is large and made up
of experienced instructors. Thers is &
three-ysar course In dentistry and o
four-year course in pharmacy. Tha
building s four stories high and is
equipped with large and modern oper-
ating rooms, assembly hall, executive
offices, laboratories and ilbrary.

Reed College, although less than two
yedrs old, hns tanken n prominent place
among the educational institutions of
the Pacific Northwest. Starting with
$3.000,000 endowment, it s well
equlpped to meet the demand for a
atrong college. Although Read waa in
sesslon last year In temporary Quar-
ters, this Is the first yvear that (L has

occupied buildings upom its own
campus.
Columbia University, a Cathollc

school, 1s making satisfactory progress
and (s well located on tha Willamatte
at Unlversity Park, a suburb of Port-
land. Students at Columbla have the
advantage of good bulldings, Including
Christie Hall, a four-story darmitory.
erected two years ago. Rev. Joasph
Gallagher Is president of Columbia,
Collegiate, commercial and preparatory
courses are offered,

Hill Military Academy, conducted by

br. J. W. Hill, is, like Columbia, ex-
ciusively a boys’ school Systematie
military tralning and military discl-

pline are features In this Institutdon.

There are severnl strong business col-
leges, all of which have competent
faculties and are well attended., Among
these are Holmes Business College,
Behnke-Walker Business College, the
Portland Business und the Christian
Brothers Business College. All of these
schools provide thorough instruction in
business subjects and hundreds of thelr
graduntss are successful members of
Portland's commercial world.

The Young Men's and Young Women's
Christian Associations occupy Impor-
tant position=s in Portland's educationsl
fleld. The ¥. M. C. A. has more than
1600 =tudents registered in it= day and
night sachools. There Is a wide voristy
of courses, inciuding & boys' school
commaercial school. college preparatory
gchool, trades school and pharmacy
school. Ite Instructors are selected from
men who have been successful In the
busipess, professions or trades that
they teach. The Y. M. C. A, has one of
the most compiete educational institu-
tions of itx kind In the United States.
The Y. W. C. A. also nas a largs regis-
ration of students and specializes In
domestic sclence and similar courses.

Parents who are thinking of moving
to Portland need not worry for fear
thelr children will find any lack of
educational opportunities here. No
matter in what line they setk Instruc-
tion, they will find the facilities in
Portland fully sas good as in citles of
similar size (n the East

The maln audlence room In the audl-
torium proper should have a splendid
pipe organ Insgalled and Sunday after-
noon and evenlng concerts permitted
at nominsl cost, and on many occa-
slons free to the peoplie. The clty
=hould not, however, undertake to com-
pets with the theaters of any kind In
public entsrtainment.

The state will doubtiess equip and
furnish the rooms for the Historical
Eoclety, and It fs l'kely that the aud!-
torilum commission may be compelled
to agk the Councll to appropriate money
to equlp the auditorium, supply sulta-
ble furniture and plpe organ.

The bullding cannot, in my judgment,
ba constructed, equipped and made
ready for use before the end of 1913
These views are the result of careful
study, and while I am not speaking
officially or for the commission, and
hald my wlews subject to revislon and
change, it is belleved that this general
outline {8 the best that can now be sug-
gested. It e also my judgment that
definite early actlon should be taken,
that the officlal architect should fur-
nish his advisory plans and suggestions
#t the earllest possible date, and that
contract for construction ahould be ad-
vertised and let as soon as working
plans can be submitted. If Mr. Freed-
lander cannot come at once he should
be asked to names a competent local
architect as hils personal representa-
tive, with authority to act under his
general direction,

T thifik I can say for the commission
and each member of it that we regret
the unavoldable delay that has already
resulted, and that there ig no dlsposl-
tion longer to delay prompt action. It
is simply desired that the city should
secure the best possible site and aundl-
torium with the funds available and
under the lUmitations of the law under
which the commizsion Is required to
perform its dutiss.

Merchants National Bank

PORTLAND, OREGON.

THE BANK OF PERSONAL SERVICE

The Remarkable Success of This Bank Is Built on
the Friendship of Its Customers Gained by Careful
Attention to Their Banking Requirements.

Every custemer of the Merchants National Bank has evi-

dence of able organization. Prompt attention, courteous

treatment, superior facilities, safety for funds and care, even

in minor matters—all these give the depositor the advantage
of high-class service,

Each department is so arranged that anyone may receive

service to meet his requirements. Even though your volume

of business is small, our service will be a distinet advantage
to you.

We invite your careful investigation of our methods and the
manner in which we can render you service, Our officers
have personal charge of all departments.

Merchants National Bank

UNDER GOVERNMENT SUPERVISION

Founded 1886 Woashington and Fourth Streets

|

J. C. WILSON & CO.

STOCKS, BONDS,
RAIN azd COTTON

MEMBERS

NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE
| NEW YORK COTTON EXCHANGE
CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE
THE STOCK and BOND EXCHANGE

SAN FRANCISCO

'

Portland Office, Lewis Building, 269 Oak Street

Phones, Marshall 4120; A 4187




