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By Robert E. Strahorn, Dresident Portland,
Eugens & Eastern Rallroad,
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Iinvariably it will be the policy of the
Portland, Eugene & Bastern Company
to co-operiate with the residents of the
valley and the business men of Port-
land in bullding up the state and the
territory contlguous to the line of
road. It will aid the establishment of
industries that will provide markets
for the produce of the valley, and it
will do fts part In sending the ma-
terials to those markets, :

Of the 340-mile project now approved
by the Portland, Bugene & BEastern
Company the snginsering is practically
complete, right of way work far ad-
vanced and it may be said that actual
construction is now well under way
on the entlre system. All the old lines
hiave been or are now belng relald with

tric line doy

over 200
has been

during

heavy steel, new tles and the roadbed
brought up to a high standard with
dustless ballast., Bridges are of the
most substantial and modern steel type
upon massive concrete foundations. Im-
portant revisions of grade and curva-

ture have been made to conform as
nearly as poasible to the new.construc-
tion which is equal to the best electric

Itnes in the country. Meanwhile the
overhead work, construction of ata-
tions, substations, all of the latest

type. I8 progressing rapidly.

Some of the above lines will doubt-
less be completed and operating early
next Summer, and it is confldently ex-
pected that all sach portions of this
system as have already been decided
upon wiil be in full electric operation
about the close ef 113, Owing to the
pressure for service some of the lines
will be first temporarily operated by
steam pending completion a few
months later of electrifying, notably
the 45-mile stretch between Corvallis
and Eugene, work on which was only
begun about September 1 and upon
which the tracklaying will probably
be completed in February and opera-
tion begun in March.

The equipment will consist of solid,
all steel, vestibule tralps, Including
parior, observation cars and all up to

Fiectric Ramroap SvsteM Boon To OrecoN

WILL OPERATE OVER 340 MILES OF TRACK IN RICH WILLAMETTE VALLEY.
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ly knit, thrifty and enlightened com=-
munities, where only the lonely farm-
house existed before, ars other results
which have Invariably followed the ss-
tablinhment of large electrical rallway
true that the higher farm

nt foil 11 le road,

it must then be trues that ¥ city,
towy and wvilluge of the ameita
Valley will show a corresponding

ZZoe CrUleel R sserices o~

date in every detail. including the pan-
tagraph (Instead of the usual trolley).
an attachment for carrying the cur-
rent from the high . tension wires,
which it is Impossible to disconnect or
throw off, and which steadies the car
and reduces the dangers of accident to
the minimum. Another feature will be
the new nutomatic power control, which
compels the motorman constantly to
press his hand against the controller
arm, or find his train immediately
come to & stop if he has withdrawn It
There will also be various important
naw ventilating, heating, lighting, san-
itary and safety devices. For freight
gervice the equipment inclodes a full

quota of the most powerful electric
locomotives and cars. Much of this
equipment s now nearly ready for

dellvery and all will be dellvered dur-
ing 1913. Very complete shops, with
full equipment to handle al]l repalrs,
have been authorized. Plans of the
shops are complete and their construc-
tion In one of Portland’s suburban
citles will be taken up at an early
date.

The total outlay invelved in the en-
tire project i= about $12,000,000, These
figures, imposing as they are, hardly
convey an adequate idea of what It
really means to Oregon, for, viewing
it !n all aspects, the Portland, Eugenc
& Bastern is probably the most exten-
sive and notable of all the many nNew
electric rallway devalopments now In
progress in the Unlted States. This
refers not merely to- the work now on
hand, but also to Its probabls future

extsnsion under mnecessary favorable
conditions.
When it is all done, the Fortland,

Eugene & Eastern tracks will ba Avall-
able for moving, far more quickly and
convenlently, the produce of orchard,

dairy and farm. and will with egual
facility carry back to the =shippers
thoss comforts which make rural life

more and more attractive,

Perheps no other element has ac-
complished =0 much in developmant of
farming communities as has the elec-
tric raliroad, and this, Iin turn, Is re-
flected in the growth of the cities.
Invariably the lands have been cut
into smaller holdings, more intensive
farming methods are adopted, modera

erected and children whose
education has been limited to a fow
terms at the district school have,
through copvenient access to the high-
er Instita n=, been enabled te broaden

homes are

their studies and beécome more useful
eitizens the country. The Interur-
ban train brings the college and the

70 e e oz P LG £ Llectlric Zrres

home In touch, the childrén for 50 milas

th pgnd In business
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. also a reasonabla guar es of thelr

around ¢an attend any one of Ore- Influence of churches, theaters, daily permanency by insura of fair and

gon's ETreal educational institutions papers and Hbraries, and of close touch liberal treatment from ite, munielpal

and sleep under thelr parents’ roof at with the business centers, as well as and other authority charged with leg-
nizhi. The quickening and slevating the ir inble prompt creation of close- lslative or other supervision,
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GRAIN TRADE OF NORTHWEST WILL GAIN
IMPETUS FROM OPENING OF WATERWAY

natural state will be ground at home
and the product shipped to Burope and
the Atlantic seaports.

While the soll and climate of the Fa-
cific Northwest are In moxt localitiea
batter adapted to the production of the
cereals than In almest any other part

Reductions of 50 Per Cent in Freight to Europe and Even Greater Cut to American Ports on Atlan-

of the country, our present lax meth-
ods of farming reselt in An average
ylald per acre of less than one-hall
that which Is attalned by the Buropsan

tic Will Affect Big Industry.

farmerm. Incidental 1o its other hf‘n‘c-

h rites vis Pana made by

By E. W. Wright, Manager Merchants’ freights of 10 cents a bushel to the and have been pald, & rate based on the ?:‘Lf.rnl;i-.ea.'llnl:lf:;ﬂl'?fb will »:r-douhlcd:;
Exchange. profits of the wheaigrower ln Oregon, Iuward voyage being mads in ballast. encouraze u large immigration of the

THE graln trade of the Pacific Washington and Idaho would In most Both the foreign exporter and the thrifty farmers of the old world, This
Northwest hiis slways supplled seasons mean the difference between North Pacifle importer ave taken ad- not only will be of direct benefil to the

stich a large proportion of the profit and loss Thiz would be es- vaniage of this peculiar condition und grain trade. but In enitally will affect

water-borne tonnage out of North Pa-
pific ports that the influence of the
Panama Canal on that trade cannot
well be over estimated, With the pos-
sibls exception of the lumber traffic, no
ather commodity approaches it ln vol-
ume. The completion of the Panama
Canal, with Its short route to the Eu-
ropean markets, will present so many
advantages that their relative import-
ance is not saslly determinable,

The most direct and tangible of ths
benefits will. of course, be In the re-
duced freight rates, During the pres-
ent semson ocean freights om graln
from North Pacific ports have seidom
fallen below 30 cents a bushel, while
the normal rate is naver less than 20
cents a bushel. Compared with these
firures we find that the Middie Western
and Nortbwestern farmers, Who mar-
ket their gralns through Chicago, enjoy
normal rates of § cents to 10 cents a
bushel from Chicago to Liverpool or
continental ports; and even during
years of abnormally high frelghts
such 25 now prevall, their rate seldom
reaches more than 12 cents & bushel.

The addition by mesns of lower

our entire econom systiem. Fifteen
years ago American exXporis of wheat
and flour were seldom less than 200,-
000,000 bushels, and several stusons the
total was ‘n excess of 225000000 bush-
els. In =triking contrast to thess fig-
ures are the present shipments of from
70,000,000 to 80,000,000 buahels yvearly.

have agsed it to g=t inward rates down
to a fizure that In many cases hardly
pald for loading d discharging the
CATED. In some cases division of this
service wos mades on & basls of less
than $1 a2 ton lor the Inward frelght,
while the outward graln fraight, at the
same time for practically the same dis-

pecially Imporiant in the semi-arid re-
gions of BEastern and Central Orezon,
where there are several million acres
of land which, with proper culllvation
and a low freight rate, can be made to
show good returns. Even were there
no addition to the output, the canal
will enable our farmers 10 compets

with the Middle Western farmers on tance, was fAxed at §6 to 37 a ton. Meanwhile home consumption Is
practically even terms. Through belng The population of the Paclfic North- steadily increasing and it is but =a
enabled to put thelir stuff into the Eu- west is so small In comparison to the question of & few more years before
ropean marikets in practically the same amount of grain that is grown that the demands of the territory east of the
time as is now consumed in handling we Lave available for export a much Roecky Mountalna will be such ns not

the product grown farther Esst, they greater proportion of the crop than is only to require all the wheat grown in
would have opportunities for taking available in any other portlon of the that territory, but also much, If not aly,
advantage of the sudden fluctoations Unlted States, This also militates of the avallable surplus from the Pae

cific Northwest

While the Papama Canal will reduca
frelght rates to Evropean ports mora
than 50 per cent, it will make an even
greater reduction between the Paclfie
*‘oast and the American ports on tha
Atlantle Coast, as the ships which come
out from the Atlantic Coast porta with
merchandise and similar cargoes for
the Patifle Northwest will bz snabled
to make such low eustward rates that
a much more advantageouns market will
be found in that flald than in Europe.

fn price. This great advantage s im-
possible so long &s our produce is from
three months to slx months In reaching
itz destipation, as I= now the case
Ties wheat traffic. up to the present
time, has not only been obliged to bear
the burdan of its own transjportation to
market, but it haas also been obliged
to carry a largs portion of the burden
for Inward carge. The proportion of
vesséls coming hers with Inward cargo
has been so = that, In naurly every
instance, shipowners bave demanded,

against the prosperity of the grower,
for If we could consume more cf the
erop, or all the crop, the money that
Is now pald out for ocean freights
could be saved. It has been & greal
many years since North Pacific flour
mills were able to sell much of their
prodoct In the Europsan markets, a
normal freight rate via Cape Horn or
the Sues making !t prohibitory. The
Panomag Canal will make possible an
outward rate on flour go low that much
of the graln that now goes out In Ilts




