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PFEOPLE'S INTEREST IN MONETARY
REFORM.

Thers are many men so stesped in
prejudice agalnst bankers ‘thnt sup-
port of the bankers for any public

measure {8 a signal for thelr opposi-
tion. Such men assume that public
advocacy of a financial measure by
the bankers is Inspired by an opinion
that bankers alone are interested and
that the rest of the people should
have nothing to say on the subject
When a man has Incurred popular
hostility and has been branded as a
servant of the interests. any measure
bearing hls name is straightway con-
demned without consideration of its

inherent merits or demerits,

We maintain that such an attitude
of mind {8 not only unjust to the men
thus sweepingly condemned, but =
injurious to the interests of the very
men who assume ft. Financial legi=-
lation affects the Interests of the busi.
ness man and the workingman far
more vitally than the interests of the
banker. The banker can adapt him-
self to any system., matter how
viclous, and still make money, in bad
times as in good. But a viclous sys-
tem keeps the business man in con-
stant danger of ruin and produces
panics which drive him into bank-
ruptey. A viclous system causes prices
rise faster than wnages in good
times, but in bad times It deprives
many workingmen of employment
and causes want and privation. The
mass of the people not only have the
deepest Interest In sound finance, but
they must decide by thelr votes how
it ahall be secured,

In considering which monetary and
banking system Is best, the people
should give ear to what bankers say
as experts on the subject, making dus
allowance for the degree to which
persona! or class interest influences
opinion. They s=hould consider the
effect of proposed financial measuares
on thelr own Interests and should
bear In mind that bankers have In-
terests largely |dentical with thelrs,
for general prosperity redounds (o
the Interest of the banker, enhances
the value of his investments and im-
proves the security for his loans

Prejudice aguinst ex-Senator Al-
drich Is so strong and with such good
causs on account of his manipulation
of the tarlff that the Natlonal reserve
scheme proposed by Natlonal
Monetary Commission was no sooner
named the Aldrich =cheme than it
was condemned by mo=t of thé men
who have come Into political collision
with Aldrich and by many who never
even read the scheme. But it Is not
the Aldrich scheme, save from the
fact that Aldrich §s chairman of the
commission which devised it. It has
the unanimous support of & commls-
slon composed of both HRepublicans
and Demorcrats. One of the latter ia
Representative Pujo, chalrman of the
committee which Is conducting the
money trust inquiry. No man who
has read what the fInancial journals
say of Mr. Pujo would suspect that
gentleman of excessive love for the
bankers. The mere fact that Aldrich
s chaleman of the commission and
had a hand in drawing up the Natlon-
al reserve scheme should npt of ltself
condemn that scheme, though It
ghould justify rigid scrutingy

The Monetary Commission
propose a central bank. It
a federation of banks, in which the
small, country banks would have a
volee greater in proportion than their
eapital; in which the West and South
wogld have control, though the pre-
ponderance of banking capltal in
New York and New England: In
which the business and agricultural
interests would have o volce; of which
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Sec.
retary of Commerce and Labor and
the Controller of the Currency
would be ex offlcio directors. The bill
provides that no member of any Na-
tlonal or state leglsiative body shall
be a director of the Nationa! Reserve
Association or of any of lts branches.

The National reserve plan proposes
to do the very things President-elect
Wilson has pronounced just and nec-
essary, namely, to provide n means
by which “any man anywhere and
at any time should have a loan in
‘legnl tender,” if he can produce good
indestructible security therefor on &
thoroughly safe basis for the accoms-
modation.”

The country banks are required by
Iaw %o carry & certaln proportion of
their reserve In a reserve or central
resarve city. Naw York is the princi-
pal reserve city and Is usually pre-
ferred for several reasons. One is that
the amount of busines= all banks have
in New York as the financial center
requires them to carry a deposit In
some New York bank, Another is
that New York, belng the speculative
center where money can be lent on
call at high interest with stocks and
bonds as collateral, pays the country
panks nigh interest. Although the
panic of 1907 locked pp the money of
the country In New York, desire for
profit ¢auses continuance of this
practice,

The Natlonal ressrve scheme would
remove the motive for lending money
on call by forbldding the assoclation
to rediscount notes ‘secured by stock
and bond collateral, by rendering our
currency elastic and by allowing re-
doctdon of reserves below the legal
Hmit in emergencies.

The Oregonian is no admirer of Al
drich, but !s not so blindly prejudiced
s to be unable to see Any good In any
work i{n which he has & hand. The
prejudice against the National re-
sarve plun Is so strong and so general
on account of his part in it that there
4= no probability of its adoption, but
any other scheme which accomplishes

no

to

the

does not
proposes

’ Without a doubt the motive of the

the same genera! purposes will have
the approval of The Oregonian,
ﬂ=

EXCUSING ABUSES,

Two or three Oregon newspapers
are, in the face of established facts,
still repenting the nonsensical contep-
tion that [nefMiclency of the Legisiature
is shown by the large number of bllls
submitted to vote of the people and
that each bill Is the outgrowth of some
legislative folly discerned by the peo-
ple. Therefore, it Is argued, the initia-
tive and referendum system in Oregon
has no faults that need correcting and
the Legisliature ls wholly to blame for
overuae of the people’s power. i

But the initiated bills and those re-
ferred do not always or even generally
spring from the people. They come
from a minority of the voters. This
has been indisputably proved by the
defeat in the last two elections of &
large majority of measures submitted,
We might choose & Legislature from
the flower of the land; it might work
industriousiy and intelligently for ten
hours each day of the forty in the ses.
sion; yet, even so, & small minority of
the people of the state, without a
doubt, would think some worthy thing
had been neglected or that something
had been done {mproperly. How small
this minority may be and yet harass
the voters with unnecessary Jlegisiative
duties may be realized when it Is re-
called that only & per cent of the vot-
ers may rebuke the fancled folly of
omisslon and only 5 per cent resent
the chimerical sin of commission.

If ineficiency of the Legislature
can be measured at all by the volume
of direct legisiation, it cannot be done
by counting the number of bills sub-
mitted, but only by counting the num-
ber of initlative bills adopted and the
number of referred bills defeated. On
these, and these alone, does pubdlic
sentiment reflect indirectly against the
a=sembly.

Of the eleven measures adopted last
month, only flve were within the au-
thority of the Legislature to enact.
One of those had already been passed
and was approved by the people on
referendum. To the other four may
be added the two referred bllls which
were defeated, and thus by no stretch
of imagination or sly turning of argu.
ment can more than gix measures out
of thirty-seven on the ballot be
deamed protests by a majority of the
people agalnst legisiative inefficiency.

Az long a= human nature réemains
unchanged and men are permitted to
think for themselves, so long wliil
there be dlssatisfaction’ by a minority
with the action of the Legisiature, no
matter how complete or haw waorthy.
That this minority should be re-
stralned from pernlelous activity by
some means that will not impair the
proper use of the direct legislative
power is so piain that only dema-
gogues or hard-hended members of a
purposeful minority will dispute it.

PARDON OF JOHN H. HALL

The people of the state will approve
the action of the President In granting
A pardon to John H. Hall, former
United States Attorney for Oregon.
Hall ought never to have been convict-
od; he ought never to have been tried;
he ought never to have been indicted;
he ought never to have been accused;
he ought never to have been required
to rest for elght yearz without g final
adjudication of his case. He has been
a much-wronged man.

The case against Mr, Hall was that
as United States Attorney he obstruct-
ed public justice through bls faflure
or refusal to prosecute criminally
certain persons charged with fencing
unlawfully Esstern Oregon lands. The
law gives the District Attorney the
option of bringing either criminal or
civil actlon n =uch cases, ‘and i
geemed expedient to Distriet At-
torney Hall to do the latter,
Special Prosecutor Heney caused his
summary removal from  office on
the general ground that he (Hall) was
not sufficiently zealous In the Govern-
ment’'s prosecution of Senator Mitchell
and Congressman Hermann; and Iater
instituted the Hall prosecution on the
specifie charge of non-enforcement of
AW,

If Mr. Hall was In the way of the
Government prosecution at the time,
it ought to have been sufficlent to re-
move him from office. That he was
not In accord with the purposes of Mr,
Heney, and eould not be relied on to
support the Heney methods, s doubt-
less true; that his attitude or previous
actlons justified measurez so harsh |
there are few or none now to declare.
The charge agalnst Mr. Hall, If trus,
was fundamentally technical and es-
sentially trivial; If not true, It was
unwarranted from any standpoiat. In
the state of the public mind at that
time and with the practices of Mr,
Heney, It Is not surprising that Mr.
Hall was convicted,

The Hall pardon is the belated close
of a painful incident in Oregon af-
fairs. It Is a tardy effort to right a
wrong done eight years ago.

WIHEHRE RELIEF SHOULD GO.

people In creating a public utilities
commission was to obtaln better serv-
tee for the price pald publle corpora-
tions, or a lower price for the service
rendered or perhaps both. It was the
Impression that the compsanles were
ybtaining unduly large returns from
thelr investments and . it was believed
those profits ought to be reduced -for
the benefit of their patrons,

But comes Mr. Kellnher, friend of
the common people and friend of Kel-
laler—principally Kellaher—and pro-
poses that the supposed excessive
profits of the streetear company bhe
turned over to the clty for the bhene-
fit of the taxpayers. In other words
Mr. Kellaher seems to belleve that If
the company is gettlng an excesdlve
income by compelling the workingman
to stand up in traveling to and from
Montavilla, the workingman should
continue to stand, but Mr. Kellaher
should be relleved by the company of
some of the taxes on his East Side
ETOCETY.

It may he a matter of dispute as
to whether the Portiand Rallway,
Light & Power Company Is deriving
excessive profits from its business, but
if it &5 those profits should be turned
back for the benefit of the patrons, In
the form of better service or lower
rates, not In taxes. The largest pa-
tronage of the strestcar company
comea from peaple in moderate cir-
cumstances and & I&rge percentage [s
from those least able to pay taxes.

It would be profitable for the auto-
mobile owner who pays nothing to the
company, for the business block own-
er, for the investor in lands and for
the wealthy in general, to have the
great mass of ordinary citizens con-
tinue to pay excessive profits to the
strestear company If the same wealth-
jer class could divert those profits in
the form of taxes. If we had -no pub-
tie utilitltea commission the tax meth-
od might be the only way to get back
even a4 portion of the supposed extor-
tion for the benefit of the pubiic.

But we have the commission. JIf

rmmw

accord with rates, or both, thm-r
misslon can compel correction. The
people voted for relief to the patrons,
not to the taxpayers, and that is where
relief ought to go.

JURIES AND THE DEATH SENTENCE.

The penalty for first-degree murder
In Oregon—murder with malice and
premeditation and without provoca-
tlon or the excuse of suddsn Impulse
or temporary passion—Iis death on
the gallows. The opponents of capital
punishment contend that juries are
frequently loath to convict because
they are reluctant to hang; and there-
fore justice iz as likely as not to be
defeated by the very severity of the
law.

It s doubtless true that no jury
which has what Dogberry described
to be a “rconvicting look,” otherwise
a convicting mind, will hesitate to
bring in a verdict for mansinughter
when a first-degree result is Impossi-
ble; yet the Inelastic mandates of the
Inw afford an excuse for disagree-
ments; and disagreements océur, and
man-slayers who richly deserve pun-
I=hment escape. .

A correspondent today -calls atten
tion to the fact that a large number‘of
states have statutes that place with
the jury the discretion of capital pun-
Ishment or life Imprisonment for mur-
der; and other states leave the option
with the judge.

The Oregonian has repeatedly sug-
gested that the laws of Oregon should
be amended so as to nccord with the
enlightened statutes of other states,
reposing with a jury the right to de-
termine whether a murderer should
be executed or imprisoned for lfe, It
prefers Lo lodge the responsibllity with
jury rather than with judge, =0 as to
glve full opportunity for discussion
and agreement; and to réemove any
possibility of a split caused by doubt
or apprehension as to the subsequent
act of the judge. We have never in-
sisted that all persons convicted of
murder should dle; we have protested
against tving the hands of justice and
the law so that none could be made
to suffer death.

AN ASSAULT ON GRAMMAR.

Professor Lounsbury., of Yale, has
occasloned a terrible rumpus among
the lovers of grammar In Its purity
by his heresles, He ls quoted in favor
of the tabooed expression “It Is me.”
1f that were the worst of his sins he
might possibly be forgiven. But in
fact It is the lghtest. What shall we
say of a college professor who sane-
tions “Between you and I and teaches
that it Is proper to Say “Who do you
mean?’ Surely nothing but black
ruin awaits the English language If
he i5 permitted to go his direful way
unchecked. *“It is me" Is perhaps not
s0 bad as It might be. As The Ore-
gonian has frequently pointed out, this
usage accords with the asnalogy of
other languages. The French say it
habitually and so do the Norwegians,
The latter people are entitled to great
consgideration nowadays, inasmuch as
they stand with thelr Kinsmen, the
Swedes, at the very front of modern
literature. But Professor Lounsbury
makes the point that neither “It Is I"
nor “It Is me" has much etymological
standing If we care anything for the
history of speech. The genuinely cor-
rect expression l= “It am L. Chaucer
uses It In “The Knight's Tale,” where
any reader can find it for himself.
The passage runs, “I am thy mortal
foe and it am L" and 8o on,

Thix strictly logical usage has
dropped out of English, but It is re-
tiuined in German. No countryman of
Goethe would dream of saying "Es ist
ieh.” On the contrury he always says
*Ich bin es" just as Chaucer did in his
dny. Even In English, the most illog-
teal of tongues, this exeellent idiom
persieted until the end of the four-
teenth century, when it began to drop
away. Professor Lounsbury, for all
hiz gallant defense of “It is me,” cpn-
cedes that the rival phrase, “It I1s 1,”
will probably prevail in the long run,
but we do not feel quite convinced of
it, The deep analogies of spoken lan.
guage have a way of gaining victories
over the Hterary precisions and they
may do it in this case, "It Iz me" Is
preferred by the common people be-
cause of Its sonority. It la actually
easler to utter than *It Is 1,” which
follows a hiss with a diphthong and
presents serlous difficulties to evers
tongue but & pedant’s. It may turn
out that the law of least resistance
will be obeyed in this lnstance as it 1s
In almost every other. In a century
or (wo the grammarians may find
themselves rebuking careless speakers
for saying “It is 1"

There ls not s0 much to be said for
“Retween you and 1" "“Between" s
a preposition and it Is the invariable
usage of English to follow prepositions
with the objective case, or what
passes in our chaotic grammar for an
objective. If we say “Between you
and I'" we mey with equal propriety
zay *“Between I and she."” which, we
suppose, would shock the most in-
durated desplser of grammar. To be
sure, there Is u famous verse of poetry
which runs, "Let thou and 1 the batile
try,"" where a transitive verb ia rol-
lowed with a double nominative, but
wi must not forget that poetry Is priv-
fleged to take lbertles In English and
this particular liberty has not received
unanimous approbation even from
the poetic gulld. We doubt if it can
be matched In the language. In one
instance ut least Shakespeare uses the
very expression, *“Between you and
L. which Proféessor Lounsbury has
been repraved for favoring., Antonio
gays to Bassanio, *“All debts are
cleared between you and 1. It seems
then, if Shakespeare’s authority s
good for anything, that the culprit
phrase must be allowable. The trou-
ble Is that Shakespeare's suthority i=
worthless when It ¢comes to modern
usage. We are apt to forget that he
tived a long time ago, much nearer
to Chaucer than to us, both in lan-
guage and sentiment.. Neither Shake-
speare nor the King James Bible iz a
suitable gulde s= for as current usage
Boes. They nre full of expressions
which the pedants stigmatize as on-
grammatieal, & term which” usually
means pothing worse than that a par-
ticular form of speech has dropped
cut of common use.

A moment ago we sald ‘Neither
Shakespears nor the King James Bi-
ble Is a suitable gulde.” We might
have said, had We possessed a little
more courage, “Nelther Shakespeare
nor the King James Bible are sultable
guldes,” with every confidence of suc-
cessful defiance to grammartans,
Hooted at as this locution ix by all the
texthooks, it I8 nevertheless In per-
fectly good usage, and, unless our cur-
rent reading mislends us, It Is galning
ground. The correlatives “neither,
nor* are not always disjunctive, They
very often are as truly connective as
‘apd.” An author who feels this sense
and wishes to express it is perfectiy
justified in writing a plural verb after
two singular subjects joined by “nel-

o e
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writer'’s meaning, or the speaker’s, and
any rules of grammar which interfere
with that primary duty are in danger
of obliteration. Some of our purlsts
trouble themselves a good deal over
collective nouns, .

Are these unhappy creatures singu-
uar or plural? They are both. They
dwell in a dePatable region where the
ordinary rules of grammar exercise
but a shadowy sway. Evidently the
mind may regard & bunch of onions
&s a single object securely tied up
with & string, or it may fix upaon the
separate vegetables, and “the devil of
it Is” if one may gquote Sir Lucius
O'Trigger, that the mind wavers from
one point of view fo the other as it
proceeds In a train of thought. Our
pedants naturally seek to scompel us
to choose one way or the other of
looking at the buneh and stick to It
through thick and thin, but it can't
be done. The English, especlally
English orators, permit themselves the
widest lberty- in handling collective
nouns, They would say “A bunch of
onlons are lusclous” without a tremor.,
Habitually they say “The Government
are 8 set of traitorous wretches" or
‘“angelic patriots,” as the case may be.
We dare say grantmar will never con-
quer the collective noun. It is a born
rebel and will prove Incorrigible to
the and. 1

The New York suffragettes who set
out to march to Albany for the good
of the cause ought to have counted
the cost before they started, Two out
of every thres wearied and fell from
the ranks the first day. Talking agrees
rather better than marching with a
good many- of the more belligerent
suffragettes and perhaps, upon the
whaole, it serves thelr cause aboutl as
well. We do not see exactiy how out-
landlsh conduct can bring the Hay
of votes for women any nearer. A
cause is seldom helped by making It
ridiculous.

The operation of Milwaukee tralns
Into Portland was Inevitable from the
time constructon of the Western ¢x-
tenson was begun. The Milwaukee
road could not avold coming to the
traffic center of the North Paclfic
Coast. Portland will galn as much by
the arrangement made with the O.-W.
R. & N. Co, as it would have gained
by the construction of an entirely in-
dependent line into this city, for It will
have direct traffMie relations with the
whole territory traversed by the Mil-
waukee road.

To the citizens of Prineville at their
city election it looked odd to see wom-
en golng to the polls "leading one or
two children by the hand." It is so
much more usual to see a ward hoss
going to the polis leaxding one or two
voters by the nose. Buti-in time we
shall get accustomed to the changes
resulting from suffrage. They will
not be limited to the appearance of
women and children st the voting
places, but will penetrate to the
depths of public life.

Misgcegenation contlnues at Vancou-
ver. A white man married a8 negress
a day or two ago. This ts not so bad
as when the sexes are reversoed, and,
anyway, the groom may be cblor biind.

Greek and Turkish commanders ex-
changed jokes by wireless during the
thick of “battle.”” It must, be that
even the active particlpants see the
humor of their alleged warfare.

The wise gavings of J. P. Morgan
wilt rank with the wixdom of Solo-
mon In the opinion of the worshlpers
of Mammon, for they regard him as
the high priest of that god.

People enjoving prosperity must
remeémbar their juvenile friends, who
will expect something and otherwlse
get little, A desultory Christmas makes
the world awry and gloomy.

If Boreas and Pluvius will do a lit-
tle team work, many a bhoy and girl
will. get a proper gift at Christmas.
The sled is the thing for the hilly
streets of Portland.

The cause of suffrage Is meraly In-
jured by the sgpectacular stunts of -
balanced suffragettes who try to break
the long-distance walking record in
midwinter.

That French banker who got away
with $30,000,000 must not be allowed
to Inand in this country, He might own
the hemisphere In o year.

native *Austrylian,”
otherwise, enjoys his
midsummer, with the

a9

Perhaps the
knowing not
Christmas in
mercury at 1

With the thermometer at 122, Aus-
tralla Is having seasonable Christmas
weather for the Antipodes

The movement for a2 sane Neow
Year's requires almost as much cour-
asge and optimism as a movement for a
sang insane asylum.

The Tillamook squaw who died at
the age of 109 might have lived to a
ripe old age had she followed the rules

of hygiene.

Again it snowed in Portland. All of
which would never have been suspect-
ed but for the weather bureau reports.

We have warned Mexico agaln.
Eventuslly the Mexicans may refluse
aven to recelve our empty warnings.

President Taft I no “spug.” As
dispenser of Christmas pardons his
gifts have real value.

When each power gets a ssaport
the waters over there will be cut up
into lanes.

Shop early and be patient. Only

three buving days to Christmas,

It would be mean to inquire as to
the population of Warrenton.

All eyes will be on Multnomah to
win today,

CHILDHOOD.

0, you happy children,
FPlaying in the sun,

Ere the cares of Life and Men
Truly have begun.

Feet a-dangling, toes a-squirming,
Little legs n-stronger growing:
Chubby arms outstretched In play,
Nothing all of sorrow knowing,

Goes the milkboy on hls round,

Goes the traffic, goes the pleasure,
Go the thousand ways of Life,

Still your joy is brimming messure.

Oh, that any time should come,
When you leave your happy home;
When you leave your happy play,
For the cruel strife of day.
' W. J. HUGQO.

mumna and editorinis of the past

PORTLAND, Deéc. 20.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—If The Oregonian Is not con-
scious of having offended the friends of

z we hava but to refer you to

month, If you wish us to be more spe-
cific. your cartoon of November 30 will
serve @s one {llustration, and one of
December 8 another. Here Mr. Bryan
Is represented ans a bigoted, selflsh
demuagogue. Is this your “impartial
and intelligible” interpretation of cur-
rent events? Aren't these rather the
imaginations of a very prejudiced
mind? Space does not permit us to
enumerate the many editorinls and ear-
toons all In this veln.

The Ifriends of BHryan, ask nothing
more of The Oregonlan, but that It
give Bryan time to Justify Its poor
opinion of him before It anticipptes
his thoughts and plans.

Indeed the Bryan cult is a psycho-
logieal curipsity Inasmuch as It ex-
pects him to be as useful to Mr, Wil-
son as he ghall pneed him to be, to
step forward or backward as will help
the most to further the Adminlstration,
not for his own glory or Wilson's, but
for the sdvancement and glory of the
Republie. We think of Bryan as &
very disinterested person, one who
sacrificed his own ambitions for an-
other, and judging by past des«ds and
not by what Is golng to happen, we
think he will sacrifice himeelf agnin If
the country and party desire It

STANLEY CHARETTE.

Such friends of Bryan as were of-
fended by The Oregonian cartoons of
Bryan wear thelr feellngs on their
sleeves. One represented Bryan as
receiving with obvious consternation
the news from Bermuda that Mr. Wil-
son would “rely on no single person's
advice,” and the other was of similar
tenor. If Mr. Charette falled to see the
humorous Intent of the carleatures he
ought to take treatment for his pon-
derous and excessive solemnity. The
Oregonian has through about two
decades had full opportunity to form its
opinion of Bryan. It does not antici-
pate his thoughts wnd plans. It knows
them. 1If the anppeal to give Bryan 2
trial had been favorably heard in 1886,
few dJdoubt now that the result- would
have been overwhelming disaster. Why
now If not In 18867 BSo far ns he Is|
the same Bryan, the country may well
object; in sofar &8 he Is another Bryan
it regards him now with respect and
4 certaln degree of confidence.

GIVE THE JURY FULL DISCRETION

Suggestion Tending to Make Convietion
of Murder More Certaln,
PORTLAND, Dec. £0.—(To the Edi-
tor.}—It 18 asserted by all writers on
the subject of criminal law that pun-
ishment should always be more certaln
than severe, It Is well understood, and
our dally observation teaches us that
it is true, that the more severe the
punishment the less ilkely juries will
conviet. They generally seek for some
asonpe from finding a verdict in such
cases; therefore, (L wotlld seem the
part of wisdom on the part of our law-
makers not to make the panishment for
crimes 0 severe and unbending s
deter a jury from meting out res

able punishment.

The people of Oregon, &t the recent
electlon, by large majority, proncunced
against the repeal of the death penalty
for crime, but this does not seem to
satlefy those people who are opposed
to capltal punishment; hence the gues-
tlon Iz satill being agitated and will
he continued until we have HKome
change In our Iaw upon that subject.

In many states of the Unlon, to-wit,
Alabama, Arizona, California, Indlana,
South Dakota, Georgla, Illinois, Iown,
Kentucky, West Virginia, Tennessee,
Mississippl, Nebrasks, Ohio, Oklahoma
and South Carclina, laws are In force
Imposing the death penalty In cases of
murder, but giving to the jury discre-
tlon to add to thelr verdict, whers one
iz found, that the person be confined
in the Penitentlary, and it {s made the
duty of the court to sentence him to
life imprisonment.

In Minnexotn, New Mexlco, North
Dakota and Texas, the same discretion
given to the juries in the states men-
tioned Is conferred uypon the court. and
it seems to he the sume In Utah.

This provision of law in states men-
tloned sesms to hiave glven reasonable
dutisfuction to the people thereof,

In cases of horrid. cruel, brutal mur-
der tha Jjury may impose the death
penalty, but In cases of premeditated
ang deliberate murder there may ap-
pear to the Jjury extenuating or ap-
parently extenuating elrcumstancas
which in thelr opinlon, and out of thelr
tenderness for human MNfe, and con-
sidering It weakness and frallities, are
unwilling to Impeose the death penalty,
vet are willing to Imposa a ]ife sen-
tence in the Penitentiary.

It is mot probable our
soon to assemble, will At
the repeal of the present statute Im-
posing the death penalty for murder
but it might be Induced S0 to amend
or modify the Iaw as to vest discrotion
in the jury as above Indicated and to
lower the pendltles prescribed for sec-
ond degree murder and manslaughter.

. LAWYER.
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Leglisinture,
all ennsider

MARIE TAKE NOTICE.

My dreams Marle are all for yom,
And T am dreaming most the time,
It seems no matter what [ do—
Out shooting ducks or writing rhyme,
My thoughts are sure to find & way
To your sweel face and eyes of blue
And while at work or while at play
My dreams Marie are all for you.

My dreams Marie are all for you,
And Oh I dearly love to dream,
It makes n clondy sky turn blue
And worldly woes not what
seam.
My motor hoat that chugs along
With gaso-cough, the waters through,
1 rhapsodlze to perfect song,
My dreams Marie are all for you.

they

My dreams Marie are all for you,
The mundane earth is poor indeed,
The pork chops that 1 one day slew
Are now a medioere feed
To warm this new celestinl sense,
1 come to know they will not do
"or fear the vision may get dense,
My dreamgp Marie are all for you.

My dreams Marle sre all for you
I bubble o'er In chaste delight
1 hear your sweet lips bill and coo,
1 feel your arms about me, tight,
And so 1 barter off my sins—
Tobuaceo T'11 no longer chew—
For baby cabs and rolling pins,
My dreams Marle are all for you.
GLENN NJORBREY PLEASANTS

“Stung.” But Not Pesnlmist.

PORTLAND, De¢c, 20.—(To the Edl-|
tor.)—I have been keeping tab on the
ljetters in The Oregonlan for some time,
and enjoy them very much. But was
more than usually interested In ons
who was stung. He i= not the only one
stung. He sal” ‘n his letter that ir
there ls one tl that will make an
unhappy home a drinking woman,
I think & drinking man ditto, as I have
had o good hard trial myself.

After giving the best years of .my
Iife to my husband, helplng In every
wiy to make a nlece home, and after
getting it to see It all go in dissipation
and drink. Oh, the horror of it! I
often stop to think, after all the years,
what a lottery marriage is, after all
1t seemg one or the other =o often gets
stung, [ was surely stung, but it does
not make me helieve there are no good
men, for T am sure there must be a
few. So, one who got stung, must, deep
down In his henrt, have fust a faint
bellef thut there are some good, honor-
able women left in this city,

WIDOW.

S | DIVOREE PERMANENT INSTITUTION

[ —
Its Over Aetivity Curable by Proper
Instruction of the Young,
PORTLAND, Dec. 20,—(To the Edl-
tor.)—The letters signed "Old Mald,"
“Grouch” #nd others, upon matrimonial
matters, are growling Intensely in-
teresting and have prompted the writer

to a few reflections

in the minds of ail these writers
divorce !s a great evil. I do not agree
with them, s= a careful analysis of
the guestion shows that both the mar-
riage and divorce ceremonles Wre croa.
tures of law. Marriage im & coniract,
divorce Itz legul annupiment. 1In the
ndmintstration of the affalrs of all well
rogulated communities, the one !s as
Important as the other, Marriage, how-
ever, 1s such & contract that the state
becomes interested when chlidren and
property are involved. Nevertheless,
the state Is égually Interestd and af-
fected when the parties to the contraet
make themselves, thelr children and
the community wretched, unhappy and
miserable, nnd asserts and protects
itself by providing the divorce tribunal.

The marriage contract s entered into
by people presumably of sound mind,
and its annulment Is arrlved at when
these samo people have hud a chance
to think over their grievances, amnd a
dispassionate and Jdisinterested Jjudge
susists In reaching a conclusion as to
what Is best for all conceérned, includ-

Ing soclety. Therefore, there |s a like-
likood of fewer mistalies In the d!vr.r-.u'-l
progeeding than in the marriage m-r-n-l
mony. One {s no more sacred than the
other. To err, Is human, and as. |t in |
no reflectlon upon o business man's |
moral makeup when he makes n mis- |
judgment, neither ashould it be I n
man or woman makes one or even
several mistakes In the Important mat-
ter of selectifg a 1lfe nssociate, Tt s
very easy for the clergy and the church
to sit behind elosed doors and theoreti-
cally pass upon the question, but as a
matter of fact It iz a difficult thing to
know all the evidence In any case and
suspend Judgment upon another's
troubles.

One thing is unmistukably certain
concerning the contract of muarriage.
and that Is, as o pure matter of con-
tract If nothing more, the sale con-
slderation must be unquestioned, abzo-
lute love; otherwise the contract fal
sooner or later, falls as the lawyers
say, for a lack of mutuality and failure
of conmideration. Hilstory, poetry, #o-
clology and every sclence and ull
perience recognize nnd confirm this
statement. The futile attempt of
anclent and modern knights to substl-
tute a dominating lordship and control
where love has bean driven from the
home, Ix an evidence of wenkness of
those smploying such means.

Equality of woman in every sphere of
iife, Incluoding mental equality, (s now
recognized, &nd to maintaln the mar-
ringe relntion, hix lordship man must
know that sympathy, honesty, candor,
reason and temperance In all things,
alone find an audlence with any =elf-
respecting woman, Without these no
man has a right to expact the splendid
flower of love to bloom Emorson says,
“Feeble sonis do not desire to be lovely
but to be loved.” Men who do blg
things are not in bondage to their
bodles, Right thinking mem are
gradunlly learning to control their
tempers, desires and thelr imoagination,
Right thinking Is al=zo fast dissipating
the two standards of conduct long
defended, and no real modern knight
who can bomst of being equal to wo-
man now dares fix o higher oconcop-
tion for his wife's conduct than he
finds in his own ldeal code for him-
sall.

Divorea i= with
come A part of the Institution
clety, and the tendenc¢y of the
ag indleated By the reports of the Viee
Commision, shows that the legally con. |
gtituted authoritles are more and more
entering into the socinl questions. and
the divorce tribunal will be guarded
and protected by all thinking people
The clergy and courts should not «js-
sipate thelr energy Iin Jdenouncing
divorce as an Institution, but should
constantly endesvor to polnt out to the
yvoung and iH-advised the true condl-
tions making towand= such manhood nnd
womanhood ns will meke possible a
ecalm and ecaraful survey and analysis
of the meaning and import of the
geremony at the altar. This will de-
ereass the activity of divorce nand firmly
fix and establish the sneredness of thae
marriage tie. FELIX.
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; NOTICE TO READERS AND
LETTER WRITERS,

The Oregonian weloomas lot-
ters from Itz readers commant-
Ing on matters of timely interest,
but to receive favorable consid-
eration they must be brlef.

Lettors should not contaln
more than 300 words. The Ed-
itor reserves the right to con-
dense communlieations. Those
who object should so state In
thelr communications.

Addresses of correspondents
will not be supplied to inguiraers,
nor will letters be forwarded to
them, nor will this page be par-
mitted to become In any way a
modium for sxchange-of perfonal
correspondence.

The Oregonlan wlill not under-
take by mall td supply stutistics,
nddresses, information to settle
wagers, references for debates,
data of similar character. Ques-
tions that deal witl: subjecta of
goeneral interest may be an-
swored from time to time in Its
columna when sapace permits,

Lettern are more likely to
published if =igned by the true
name of tha writer. If, In the
judgment of tha editor, & nom-
de-plume i=s used for an ulterior
purpose, or when so signed the
letier would bhe without walght
of Interest, the communication
will not be published.
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Divorce and Marringe.

PORTLAND, Dec. 20.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—>My obsirvations of the diverce
columns show that about as many
divorcea arise from friction caused by
the relatives on both sldes of the fumlily
As from the wife not belng an old-
fashioned girl

It doesn't appear to me that
as much the old-fashloned girl or the
new styla girl that msn are looking
for, as 11 ix the gir]l of true devotion
and conglderahle tact, Men as well as
the publiec prefer the wife that ls more
than all domestic. Moast men are hetter
satisfied to have a little excess In the
cost of Hving than a wife too econo-
mical and one that knows belter how
to save her husband's money than she
does How to spend it

All homes are not peopled by the
wife's relations Instead of little ,chil-
dren; all wives are not humilinted by
bringing a sgood-sized famlily among
her husband’s relatlons. There nre *till
true homes, good men for husbands
and asnough for all the good giris pre-
pared to clalm them. Self sacrifice as
often as frivolity Is the girl’s obsta

Both bachelor and mold will find
generally they have made thelr own
conditlon and deserve their titles, and
antil they remedy themselves needn't
offer excuse or plead for sympathy in
this broad, llberal land,
A WIFE AND MOTHER.

it 1=

Split Electornl Vote.
PORTLAND, Dec. 20.—{(To the EdI-
tor.)—FPlense state if it is posalble for
two Presidential candidates to get elec-
toral votes out of the same state. If
80, how? A READER.

The electoril vote may be split in
the same manner that the Multhomah
County delegntion In the State Senate;
for example, may be divided between
two partles, Electors are voted for as
Individuals. The voter In Oregon. If
he likes, may vote for two Republican,
one Democrat. one Soclallst wnd one
Prohibition elector, or In any other

comblnation.

"The Mo*.é'y‘ Trust

By Dean Collins.

L
Morgan tells us: “Why he fussed
‘Hout & fancied Money Trust?
Why wax serious and hot
Over something that is not?
For though sll the banks should be
After soma monopoly,
Striving flercely, with control
Of all money for thelr goal,
I Insist to every one—
1t can't be done; It can't be done.™

iL
Mr. Morgan, If vou must
Suy there is no Money Trust
Lest your claim be heid as
Liet me add my testimony.
Though' I am a simpla guy
And my bulnnce I8 not high
In the bank: and vain you look
For my name in Bradstreot's boolk}
By experience I am won
To your view—Iit can’t be done,

phony,

11T,
Once, when payday
Did I benk my salary,
Thinking, in my youthful crust,
I would start a money trust?
That was years And vears ago,
Did my little trustlet grow?
Nix! For as I put cash In,
1 must check It ont agin,
Shining shekels, bones and clinkera,
For my coffee, eggs and sinkers,
Now, the while T sadly look
At the figuree in my beok,
And I see the smoke and dust
Ralsed about a Money Trust
Thug my deep refleotions run—
“it can't be done: it can't be done!

Portland, December 20.

to me,

came

Half a Century Ago

Army of the Potomac,
tle, long antlelpated, 18
Gan ] French's di-

ported by General
Howard's troops, ivanced to the en-
emy's works at 11:40 A. M. on a brisk
run. The enemy’s guns opensd upon
them with & rapld fire st the base of
the ridge. The rebel Infantry who
werg posted behind stone walls and
gome houses on the right of our men,
and they fell to & small ravine. Whan
our troops mrrived at the first llne of
rehel defens they double-quicked and
with fixe s endeavored to dis-
lodgoe tha from thelr hiding
places, but the concentrated fire of ths
rebel artillery and Infantry was too
much for them. The cénter gave way in
diserder, but was afterwards rallisd
ang brought back. General Frankiin,
on ft. met with betiter success,
He succeeded after a bhard day's fight
in driving the rebels about one mlle.
At one time they advanced to attack
him, but were handsomely repulsed
with terrible slaughliter,

The Auburn eorrespondent
Mountalneer sapeoake of much
prevalling at that place.

Headqguartears,
Dec. 18.—The |
now progressi
vislon, which x

our

of the
sicknesa

Tihe citizens of Oregon Clty have held
a prellminars a view to
organize a o ongage In tha
manpfaeture good W, C.
Dement, L Latourette, Ix P.
Thompson, J. 1. Barlow and A. Warner
have been appointed a committes to an-
certain the terms upon whith the use
of the waterpow at Willamelte Falin
and the r : cund for the bulld-
Ings could be obtiln

D

No New Road Laws Wantedf

EOQOLA, Or, Dec -{To the EAdIl-
tor. )—According to the public press the
indlcatlons are that the Legisiative
Assembly will bring forth r y road
bills to wrangle about, Why cannot
the members represent the poople and
stand by the people's declsion?

The vote cost upon roud bonding wnd
taxatlion bills seema to mae should ba
conclusive proof that a vast majority
fire oppused to bonpding and Increansd
taxation In any form, satisfied
with the present system of bullding
ronds The only ochange voted for Is
in using convicts and other prisoners
upom our nnd such nets provide
ample nuthority for the proper offi-
clals to mel. Henee, there is no demand
for road legislution at present, exdept
by a minority.

Now shonld the Leglslature
the majority of peaple, or
because |t happens Lo
arnlly of the wealthler

If the Legisiature does
represent the wishes of
of the people, ns exprassed
vember election, then tho
use the referendum and poss
call later The Legislantive members
as well 4y others =hould realize that
inws do not create roads, and that roads
cin and are belng made under present
lawn, GEORGE €. MITTY.

Lognaberry

NEWBERG. Or,
Editor.)—Plaass publ
nian the views of
loganberry grower
method of culllvating
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ROOSEVELT’S
HUNTING

A Colorado Bear Hunt—The
second of Theodore Roosevelt's
hunting stories deals with a thrill-
ing hear hunt in Colorado, in
which a number of fine specimens
were bagged. It is told in Roose-
velt’s graphic style and oceupies
a full page, with illustrations,

Our Fierce Little Pirates—We
have a large number of them and
they cause ns endless trouble in
the Philippines. An illustrated
page, which includes the stirring
account of an exploit in which
several brave soldiers won the
medal of honor.

The Winning of Oregon—The
second and concluding page in the
outline history of the State of
Oregon. The eonguest by
swhite man and the establishment
of the first Government are de-
serthod.

An Army Christmas—A Christ-
mas short story, profusely illus-
trated.

Close to Death—Second in the
series of adventures of an Ameri-
ean war correspondent. He is
wounded by Mexiean rebels and
narrowly eseapes with his life.

*‘Rock Sand''—A page account,
in eolors; of the departure of the
great race for foreighn
shares, pever to return,

On the Beach at Dieppe—A
playlet from the French of Henri
Lavedan. Complete Sunday.

MANY OTHER FEATURES,

Order Today From Your
Newsdealer.
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