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WHAT THERE 15 IN 1T FOR THE
TRUSTS?

Thres millionaires, all largely inter-
ested In trusts, gave more then half
a million dollars o the Roosevelt pri-
mary campaign. Why did they
It? The possession of milllond argues
care s to how every dollar is spent,
that it may be reasonaby sure to bring
in more money, or the millions could
not have been accumulated or re-
tained. Then thesa thrées men cannot
be presumed to have Invested such
large sums in the Roosevelt campalzn
uniless they had reasonuable expectition
of a return of some kind. What re-
turn do they expect? They cannot
have given the money in order to help
the eause of passing prosperity around.
That would be Inconsistent with the
moans of thelr enrlchment., which
weore the gathering of progperity Into
the hands of a few trust magnates and
allowing as litile as possible of it to
leak Into other hands.

The answer is to be found In Roose-
velt's policy of regulating, Instexd of
dissolving, the trusts. Tha Colonel,
doubtless with entire honesty,
come to the conclusion that trusis are
& necessary result of economic daval-
opment and that, in attempting to de-
stroy them, we fight agalnst an

vincible natural law. Therefore, he

225 |
soo | /many states dealing with negotinble

do |

uniform laws on some subject, drafted
by the conference. In all or mearly
all the alevemstites efforts were mide
to pass such laws, and in New York a
bill providing for uniformity of stock
transfers was passed a second time and
vetoed a second time. The courts are
co-operating by following each other's
decisions on cases arising under uni-
| form laws, thus securing uniform in-
terpretation in the several siates,
Uniform laws have been poassed by

instruments, warehouse receipis, sales

..a.' and bills of Inding, laying the founda-

tion for a single code of commercial
law, and there mre good prospects of
the sdoption by Congress of the uni-
form bills of lading act. Many stotes
have the same law governing deser-
tion of families. Efforts are now bent
to securlng at least some degree of
uniformity In divorce laws. A model
act, patterned after that of Pennsyl-
vanla, hay been passed by Ohlo, Mis-
sourl and Kentueky to secure vital sta.
tistics. and bills are proposed dealing
with boller Inspection and other sub-
jects.

Lawyers recognize

that prevalent

|
& | sriticlem of the courts 18, at leasi to

some extent. due to the confusion and
| doubt arising from the existence 0f
| forty-eight different laws on each sub-
ject and to variety of interpretation.
The more progressive [awyers are
| striving to femove this evil, but they
meet with opposition from those who
object to change because It would
force them to throw away old knowl-
edge and learn anaw.

1908—AND 19132,

| All the public knows, or has known,

has |

in-|

would give them jegal recognition un- |

der Government regulation.
That is precisely what the
want. They are at present In an
equivoea! position. Some have been
dissolved already and others are fight-
ing for thelr existence against the

trusts

prosecutions begun by Presldent Taft, |

They have affected to ridicule the oil
and tobacco dissolution decrees and
to exult over the advance In the price
of oll stocks which followed dissolu.
tion. But thoy know that, in the light
of that experience, the Attorney-Gen-
ern] and the courts will make each
dissolution decree an Improvement on
the last and will take precautions
against a repetition of those effects
which have provoked so much glee in
trustdom.

So long as the shadow of lllegallity

hangs over the trusts, the price of | go0d or all bad?

thelr stocks must be adversely affected
and thelr ability to sell bonds must be
impaired. With the law regulating,

|and vote no when in doubt

sbout Senator Bourme and Standard
0il came from President Roosevelt and
is contnined in the 1908 letters. We
do not suppose that Senator Bourne
could have informed the President
that he was the confidentlal agent of
Standard Ol)l, even If it were so0; ¥yel
tha necessary interpretation of the let-
ters is that Roosevelt looked upon Mr.
Pourne as the intermediary or emis-
sary of the oil trust. No falr reading
of the letters chn permit any other
conclusion. ;

Now Colonel Roosevelt—Tfour years
later—writes a letter to Mr. Bourne In
which he exonerates the Orezon Sena-
tor from any susplclon or implication
that he wns improperly employed In
the service of Standard OiL

Very well, But producing a Roose-
velt letter in 1912 to dispute Roosevelt
letters of 1508 has not even the charm
of novelty,

HOW TO VOTE OXN 38 BILLS.

The Oregonain will impart to Mr.
Cummings, and incldentally to the
publie, a bit of its own confidence
when it save, in reply to his heartfelt
appeal today, that it does not under-
stand thoroughly all the initiative
measures on the November ballot, and
that it (ntends to follow Its own advice
Some of
the bills it might and would be in-
clined to approve with proper amend-

| ment: others it unhesitatingly declares

and therefore protecting. them instead

of threatening them, all uncertainty
wounld be removed, stocks would boom,
bonds could be sold, underwriting
syndicates would organize new (rusis

are improperly on the ballot, and
shonld be rejected; others it will vote
for on principle, and still others It will
vote against on principle.

There is no difficulty about such ele-
mental proposals as woman suffrage
and the single tax; but who can say
that ["Ren's new constitution is all
Yet It must be ac-
cepted s a whole, or rejected in its
entirety. The Oregonian Wwill, of
course, vote no In this latter Instance.

Mr. Cummings is doubtless a ascru-
pulous and patriotic citizen, for he has
sought conscientiously to Inform him-
self on all the 1§ measures, and he Is
at sea. BSo he would leave it uil to The

and float more securitles and every- | Oregonian.

thing would be lovely in Wall strest.

Prosperity would be passed around—|jjently to be assumed.

in Wall street.

But, the devotee of ths Bull Moose
may remind us, the trusts would be
strictly regulated as well as legalized;
they would not be allowed to issue
watered stock, to crush competition
or to charge any price they pleased
for *their produacts. Il that sounds
very pretty, but think again. The
mngnates have been able to convince
the Colonel, whom they once regarded
as their greatest foe, that his fight was
{n vain, and the Colonel has been able
to bring a large number of his fellow-
citizens around to the same opinion.
If the magnates can thus delude the
Colonal and his many followers and If
they should be able to bamboozle the
American people into making Roose-
velt President again on such
form, cannot they repeat the opera-
tion?

Cannot they so Influence
s:re;sﬁalwnys supposing the improb-
gble event of the Roosevelt party’'s se-
curing control of that body—that fur-
ther trust legislation will give a cer-
tifleate of good conduct to existing
trusts? Cannot they bring about the

Con-

a plat- |

5

i
1

appointment of men of thelr cholce |

to do the regulating, so that imr effect
the trusts will regulate themselves?
Is that bevond the hopes of men ‘who
have the high ambition, the superia-
tive audacity, to attempt to convince
us that trusts are a natural
though we all know that they are an
artificial product of exorbitunt tariff
duties, of loose corporatlon laws and
of negligence and blindnes=s on the
part of the officials who owe their
places to the secret alllance between
big business and Governmeant.

Lét us make no mistake. The trusts
are fighting for life in thls campaign,
From Taft they have nothing to hope
but relentless war. From Wilson
they can hope for little better, though

he soothes them with talk of ndju:eh'

ment. From Roosevelt they expeact
regulation, which means recognition,
an end of doubt and strife and an ers
wherein they can harvest their profits
under the protecting shleld of the
Government.

PROGRESS TOWARD UNIFORM LAW.

Practical obliteration of state lines
has followed introduction of improved
means of communication, and increase
of migration from state to state has
welded the Natlon into one community.
Hence the diversity of laws and Insti-

tutions, which was a natural result of | same

former conditions, has now become 8

mere survival of times when there was | 2 5ien U8 valnes In natural gifts,

no more Intercourse between adjolning
counties than there now is between nd-
Joinlng states, Formerly each state
clung to its pecnliar lvws and customs,
This diversity has now come to be re-
garded as a nuisance, ax an obstacle to
business and social relations. Hence
we find an Increasing disposition to
bring abont uniformity in the laws of
states and to secure llke enactmenis
from Congress on the same subjects,
=0 far as they fall under Federal
power.

The working of this tendency s
helped along by the conference of com-
mizzloners on uniform laws, members
of which have been appointed by the
gsovera]! states. Five of the eleven
State Legislatures which have held
regular sessions this year have passed

growth, |

| produce revénue or

But it ls a responsibility that is not
In due time.
however, The Oregonlan will indicats
to the public its judgment as to the
proper disposition of the measures,
Mennwhile, the voter who Is uncertaln
or who may not be satlsfied that he
has been advised correctly should
prepare to vote no when In doubt, and
also when not In doubt, If he thinks
any certain bill is not a sultable sub-
ject of legislation through the initla-
tive.

Our advice now to Mr, Cummings,
therafore, is to vote NO on every bill
or constitutional amendment which he
does not clearly and surely Approve.
It is the only safa way.

WHAT I8 IT?

Still another revision of Mr.
Cridge’s theory &s to the effect of the
single tax nmendment, so far as we
have noted the public expressions of
his {deas, Is printed herewith, Mr.
Cridge first joined with his fellow em-
ployes of the Fels Fund and produced
long arrays of flgures showing what
the specific graduated tax, regulated
according to the bigness of land hold-
ings, would produce In rTevenues.

Next he asserted that the graduated

| tax would: break up big land holdinga,

and thls statement carrled out to its
only conelusion mennt that there
would be no big land holdlngs from
which to derive the great reévenues
promised by the arrays of figures,

Now Mr. Cridge savs the graduated
tax will do one thing or the other. It
is an alternative measure, 1t will either
it will break up
the big land holdings. We infer from
the latter part of his letter that he
does not care much which effect it
would have, although in that connec-
tion he seemx to ramble and cortainly
becomes unintelligible, The communi.
cation follows:

PORTLAXND, Or. Oct. 18—{To the Edl-
tor. b—Allow me to set you right on the posl-
tion 1 occupy regurding the effect of the
sgradunted tax and exemption amendment,
or graduated single iax

It 1s thet It will either produce revenue
and thereby reduce taxes to the users of
land: or that It will break up the large
#iles iand holdings in the cosuntry and the
valunble !dle holdings in the city, thereby

| groatly Increasing the population and capl-

|

| supporters of the m

tal Imvested In useful enterprisss and secur-
ing the development of the great resources
the mtute

As the very large and valuable holdings
are omessed at s very much lower rate
than farm and home property, the graduoated

x would not bear on them more heavily
han on the averange citlzen now. From
figures published in The Orsgonlan of Sep-
tember 22 thers are strong Iindiestioss that
large interesta are pasessed less than
4 per cemt on thelr actual land values and
others very mnedrly nothing on their actual
such as
watnr pOWer, The graduated tnx such as
proposed will not jump mand Joerk the own-
ers intp dispoaing of or developing their vast
holdings, but gently and firmly gulde them
son the path of rightauusness and recogni-
tinh ©of « thelr other Interests. Meanwhile
these owners would bae contributing gen-
eroualy to tha publie till of the community-
made values they now mo thoughtlessly ab-
sorh with so meager recognitivn of the pub-
e neads.

Should the proposed amendment, B84, re-
sult In the reduction of land holdings to lesa
than $10,000 i value In =ny county the
easure hsve no fear of
afi the land owners remaining
where lmprovements are exempt and users
of jand will pay lesa than wa are taxed,

In contrast between counties on this line
{s weleomed by us and feured by the oppd-
sitlon. Nor should it be forgoften that pub-
lle franchises csnpot be separated to nny
advantage. ALFRED D. CRIDGE.

in other words the assistant secre-
tary of the Graduated Tax League as-

of

ug

the eoffect

serts that the league’s mesasure is
either a tax measure or it Is an act to
destroy land speculation—he does not
know which. Buot W. G. Eggleston,
writing for the same organization,
states specifically and without gqualifi-
cation that the messure “will reduce
tax. levies and tax rates” and he of-
fers figures to prove his assertion.

If Mr. Cridge’'s theory that the
graduated tax may be a destroyer of
land speculatlon and mot A revenue
producer is correct, Mr. Eggleston's
fipures, which do not take into ae-
count the breaking up of large land
holdings, are all wrong, Insofar as
they present a gulde as to the per-
manent workings of the amendment.

If Mr. Eggleston holds the same
view as Mr. Cridge he has perpetrated
an injustice on the taxpayers, to whom
he has offered by name specific sav-
ings in taxes if they will but carry his
measure through to approval.

Mr. Eggleston has named hundreds
of taxpayers. He has told them they
would save specific amounts in taxes
if the graduated measure carried.
Thess persons are now informed that
one Graduated Tax League officer is
not certaln that such will ba the sav-
ings, but that at all eventsa If the tax-
payers do not save they will have the
gratification of seeing the country bullt
up, If they do not benefit themsaelves
they will see somebody else get land at
a lower price than it can be purchased
for at present.

The Eggleston fijgures were guess
work in the first place. They had no
asuthentlc basis, for there was and Is
no existing tax roll that could supply
them. Now Mr. Eggleston's assoclate,
in effect, admits that even as guess
work they may not be good Euesses.

There is not much consolation in the
statement that the “supporters of the
measure have no fear of its effect”
Mayhap they care little what may be
the result of Its adoption, With the
chlef supporters it seems to be a mat-
ter of making good with Fels, and of
cleaning out the warchest,

PEOPLE'S RULE BY PETITION.

TILLAMOOK, Or., Oct. 18.—{To the Edl-
tor.)—As 8 bellover in Btatement No, 1,
voted for Jonathan Bourne for United States
Sanator, Under the same eirtumstances 1
voted for Bep Selling at the recent primary
Now, with many others of The Orugonian's
renders. 1 should like to know how 1 can
censistantly vote for Mr. Bourng at the
coming election myainst Mr. Selling, who
was nomiaated under the same conditions
as Mr, Bourre. WM. H. HOSKINS.

Mr. Hoskins is not progressive
enough. Mr. Bourne has advanced far
beyond the Oregon system, the direet
primary and Statement One, which
were good enough for him in 1908, but
are now discarded solely because they
are good enough for others. The voice
of the people, according to the Bourne
view, is really expressed throogh pe-
titlons signed by passersby on the
streets under the persuasions of paid
hawkers. A direct primary partici-
pated in by 70,000 voters may thus be
superseded by procured petitions
adorned with 15,000 16,000
chance names,

If 16,000 solicited slgnatures On an
inapired petition may be adequate 10
set nside the verdict of 70,000 voters
in a primary., how many nDames on a
petition does Mr. Hoskins think It will
take to vitidte Statement Na. 17

Does Mr. Hoskins think—does any-
oné think—that a eandidate for the
Benate has a right to repudiate for his
own benefit the direct primury and at
the =ame time require others to fulfill
an obligation that rewards and exalts
the repudlator?

If one party to a contract with the
peopla breaks It, may the other party
be required to observe it?

Will the people by their decision In
November through the election of Mr,
Bourne rule that the Oregon system ix
not worth saving?

or

COLONEL EDWARD D. BAKER.

The Battle of Ball's Blufl, In which
the gallant Colong! Edward D. Baker
met his demth, was fought on Sunday,
October 20, 1861. Apart from the
fact that it terminated Colonel Ba-
ker's extraordinary career the actlon
has little importance. He fought In
it as a subordinate to Brigadier-Gen-
eral Charles P. Stone, and, fortunate-
Iy for hls fame, had no part o plan-
ning {t. The movements of the Union
traops were chaotic. Thelr fleld com-
mander had no definite purpose of
his own or any knowledge of the
enemy’'s movements. He steod blind.
ly and accepted whatever fate chose
to send. The natural consequence
wis one of those terrible disasters, so
frequent In the first years of the Civil
War, which trigd Lincoln’s indomita-
blé heart to the breaking point and
drove the country almost to despalr,

Baker fell with five bulléts in hils
body. The story ran at first that they
were all fired from the same pistol “by
A tall rebe! horseman,” but this may
have been a& romantic Invention. The
career and figure of the soldier staier-
man combined to tempt the fancy of
the stary-teller. He was as handsome
A man as ever lived, with a singulariy
melodious voice which charmed his
audlences wherever he spoke, Per-
haps It was the exquisite music of his
oratory as much as his logic which
enabled Baker to held both Califernla
and Oregon loyal to the Union In the
perilous months at the outbreak of
the war.

His gifts, marvelous as they wers,
came entirely from Nature, He owed
nothing to the schools. Born in Eng-
land, he emigrated to the United
States In his boyhood with his father's
family. They settled first in Indiana,
then moved to Illinois, where Edward
took up the study of law with an In-
tellectual equipment as slender as
Lincoln's. But his native powers were
great and his eloquence went farther
in those days to cover academlc deli-
clencles than it swotuld now.

Baker wasa by the cholce of hls
heart a soldler. He said himself that
he was born to command men, Next
to war he loved polites. Thea law
formed a bad third in his affectlons,
hut he could not complain of any want
of succeas at the bar. By the time
when his friends persuaded him, in
1852, to move to California, he had
become known throughout the country
both by his activity in the Mexican
War and by his patriotic speeches In
Congress.

Baker at once came to the front In
San ¥Francisco. He had many impor-
tant cases and won & falr share of
them, depending fully as much on
golden speech as on legal lore for his
succezs. One of the judges told Baker
with some point after listening to his
charming lecture on ‘“‘Books,” “Baker,
yvou know everything about all books
—except law books” But tachnical
jearning is only one means of winning
suits, Baker won a heavy verdiet in
a mining case by a eulogy on “Water.”

As time drew on toward Lincoln's
campaign secesslonist sentiment
showed itsalf powerful both in Cali-
fornia and Oregon. Bach of these
states had many settiers of Southern
birth and feeling., Blaves were held
{n Oregon at an early date and there
was violent prejudice against aboli-

tion. Southern California was espe-

Knights of the Golden Circle were &c-
tive all along the Coast. Oregon Was
Democratic by a decisive majority,
and Floyd, Buchanan’'s Secretary of
War, had put Albert Sidney Johnston
in command of the Feaderal troops In
these parts. The prospect was excel-
lent that If the slave simtes seceded
upon Lincoln's election California and
Oregon would follow them. That this
calamity did not happen Is dus more
to Colonel Baker than to any other
man. It seems an incredible thing In
these days of ineffectual oratory, hut
still we must bellsve the fact that his
speeches throughout California in
the Fall of 1858 turned hundreds of
votes to Lincoln though the Democrats
carried the state and defeated him for
Congress,

In Beptember, soon after the Cali-
fornia electing, a committes of Repub-
flcans from Oregon invited him to
move to that state. They promised to
send him to the Senate If he could
elect & Republican Legislature by his
speeches, He acceptad thelr offer,
moved to Salem, stumped the astate
and was triumphantly chosen United
States Senator. Lincoln, the friend of
his wouth, recelved: him gladly at
Washington and made him ona of his
confidants, The untimely death of
this remarkable man cut off at the be-
ginning one of the greatast caresrs in
our history.

TIME TO TAKE T0 THE SEA AGAIN.

Are we bullding the Paname Canal
primarily to promoté American com-
merce or to promots that of other na-
tions? Within eighteen months the
canal will be open. If we are to get
the beneflt of it, we must awake and
seize the markets opened by it before
other nations take possession.

Amerlcan merchants snd manufae-
turers, confldent in the possession of
thelr homa market, are doing practi-
cally nothipg to reach out Intp for-
eign markets. Yet our productive
power has already far surpassed our
consuming abllity. We must either
ssll our surplus abroad or slacken
production. We neglect the world's
markets “except for the products that
almost sell themselves,” as the New
York Sun observes. The way has been
openad to us by the free-ship law to
buy ships in the world's markels and
to operate them in competition with
the greatest maritime nations,

The time has come when we must
burst the bonds of our own bound-
aries, within which we have been ex-
panding for half a contury. We must
{nke to the water again, and let our
commerce oarry the flag into poris
where It was formerly a familiar
sight but to which it has long been a
siranger.

By the time Woodrow Wilson has
peen heckled by . a few more Maude
Malones he may bé In the mood to
| send telegrams of sympathy to Pre-
mier Asquith, Winston Churchill,
Lloyd-George and other British states.
|:n-.+ri who have been assaulted by the
suffragettes. He may also become less
blandly polite and may be badgered
into saying something *“real mean.”
The pleasurs which he now s=ays he
finds in the campalign will then have
its alloy and the joy of meeting the
| people will be appreciably lessened.
|He may even exclaim: “Oh, for the
| peaceful shades of Princeton!"
| ——
| If the contest in Washington Coun-
!l}f has simmersd into & question of
rmm.i ronds, there should be litite time
spent in decislon, for Washington
County needs them probably more
| than mny other political division of
| Oregon. Popular opinion is that at
the time of the Creation all the rock
had been used before the region of
the Tualatin was lald out and nothing
but rich dirt wis on hand. Jocularly
speaking, that may be the reason why
candidates out there throw mud at
each other—there is mo other kind of
mlzssile.

Ruel’s preventlve of bribery-—annul-
ment of franchises—would work very
well but for one thing. There would
he temptation to hold up corporations
with threats to expose bribery which
never existed. The same Kind of men
who have hitherto taken bribes for
granting franchizes would then black-
mail corporations under threat to
cause loss of thelr franchises and
would cook up fake cases of bribery.
Ruef has proposed no remedy, for the
disense would appear with new symp-
toms or in & new form.

President Taft glves the welcome
news that Nature is fighting on the
side of the overburdened consumer by
Increasing the supply of food and bear.
ing the market. Now that Nature has
done her part, let us hope that man
1:\'&1! not checkmate her by letting po-
tatoes rot in the ground; hy putting the
surplus output of meat, butter and eggs
{in cold storage in hope of a shortage
| next vear: by holding over a large puart
qu the wheat supply in & gamble on &
short crop and higher prices.

A New York man who formerly
|pus.h-:—|:l a cart has sold « lot in that
| oity for $1,000,000. FPortland Is full
iof men who formerly pushed pens
| saws and other tools who have sold
lots for smuall fortunes.- There are
20 many of them that they scarcely
!numcl attentlion.

A genius has discovered that feeding
strong coffee to hens will stimulate
laying and add delicions flavor to the
eggs. Genius is not necessary to stim-
ulate the poultryman; market quota-
tlons are sufficient hint,

Let us hope that nobody shocked
the blshops at the Los Angeles ball
game by making disrespectful remarks
to the umpire. It would bs a shame
to discourage the right reverend fans.

Oocaslonally & case of calf-love ends
in o happy marringe. Let us hope that
the eloping couple of Spokane High
School students will prove one of the
exceptions, but we have our doubts.

Steam, when confined, is not in It
with whisky. Seven policemen were
required to handle a Spokane man
who 1s “gentle as a lamb when sobar.”

There i= but ane thing busler thar
the politiclan these days and that Is
the hotel 'bus at Eugens that meels
all the tralns,

Jack Johnson now knows that he ex-
cltes the admiration of white men as &
pugiu.st_onl_\'. not g & Lothario.,

With & little training, Johann John-
son might beceme the white hope for
defeat of his black namesake.

Picking the winners in Multnomah
15 easy, with 61,744 voters registered.

In & contest with a talking machine,
Brother Paget i3 a safe bebl

cially . pro-slavery. The traltorous |

| tire

SINGLE TAX MEANS CONFISCATION
Oregon Mensure Wounld Accompiish
Heunry Gevrge lden. "

KLAMATH FALLS, Or, Oct. 13.—(To
the Editor.)—Observing that wherever
the question is ralsed as to whether or
not the Fels fund single-tax movemeni
in Oregon means the introduction of
the Hesnry Georgs theory, the pald
propagandists. an=wer that It does not
5o that far, thd writer hopes that this
amblguous but misleading statemantas
to where the Oregon proposal ends and
the Henry George theory begins may
not deceive voters, The ultimate pur-
poss Of the Henry George plan was
Government ownership of the land, and
whiataver may be the clalms of the Fels
fund people, the workings of the pro-
pesed amendment, If adopted, would in-
evitably result In the sime way.

Most of the lsading arguments in fa-
vor of the apecific graduated tax are
fallaclous. For Instance, great stress
is laid upon the tremendously Inereased
tax to be levied upon rallroad righta of
way. Whon It is taken into consldera-
tion that taxes are fixed charges of the
rallroads that must be paid ount of earn-
Ings, Inereased taxation can only mean
fncreassed traffic charges to meet the
higher taxes, and the poor man p&ays
his share of frelght charges In his dally
expenses. «

Likewisa, the argument that the sin-
gle tax would compel the owner of Via-
cant town or clty lots to improve with
builldings is misleading. The owner of
vacant property in & town where there
Is no octcupancy for mors bulldings
would pot be justified in improving It
possessed of the capltal neceasary O
build. If not possessed of the capital
to improve, the tax would inevitably
lead to confiscation, for under condl-
tions not creating a profitable occu-
pancy of new bulldinga the owner of a
lot could not find ‘a capitallst or bank
that would loan money to erect a struc-
ture.

There are evils in the present sys-
tem, recognized by all persons who have
given the subject thought, but nothing
o destructive and far-reaching In
bringing ruin to the small ownar of
realty as Is threatened by the enact-
ment proposed by the Fels fund propa-
gandistia, In the very nature of things
the owner of Iarge holdings may find
mothods to make his property self-sus-
talning, shotld the law be adopted,
whereas the small holder, with lhmited
resources at command, must meetl heav-
ler burdens of taxation before any
chance of realizing returns an property
is presented, or elss suffer the experi-
snce of having his property conflscated
by the state for axcess|ve tOXes

The voters of (Oregon should not for-
got that those who are trylng to folst
this law upon the taxpayers Aare the
same who (wo yearas ago deceived the
voters with the measure that consti-
tuted tha “entering wedge" for tax-
tinkering. Unless checked In thelr
conrse an endless amount of trouble is
in store for citizens of the State of
Oregon, to say nothing of high tax
levies made necessary as in some of
the towns of Alberta.

After having mnde an effort to as-
similate the Information contained In
the pamphlet 1ssued by the Seorstary of
State, finding various measures therelin
hazy and capabie of concealing various
jokers, and other too complex for satls-
factory analysls, the writer has decided
the only safe course Is to vote against
those regarded as doubtful, or that are
positively bad like the single-tax pro-
posal. A majority of the measures
merit & Tiegative voie.

FRANK TRA WHITE.

PILING I'T ON THE LITTLE FELLOW

Increased Taxes on Publie Utilitles Are
Pald by the Comsumers,

PORTLANID), Oct. 18, — (To the Ed-
itor.)—Taxing publie utilities and pub-
lle service corporations and timber, as
waoll as vacant property, us proposed by
freak Iegisiation which comes up for
consideration at the coming electlon,
has objectlons that any serfous mind |
should comprehend with a moment‘.a

WORLD GROWS BETTER DAILY
But Human Nature Can’t be Changed
By Bconomic Revolutlon.

PORTLAND, Oct. 30.—{To the Edl-
tor,)—The Oregonian's sditorial on Wil-
liam Butts' lstter should and will meet
with commendation from every man
who bellaves in commeon fslrness and
#imple justice. The time Is rife with
social problems and the world is jos-
tled by soclal reformers; the old order
no longer-satisfles, and perhaps with
reasomn.

But, while honesty and philanthrophy
conduct the efforts of some, 0o many
of these would-be teachers are prompt.
ed by motlves that are anything but
nohle or disinterested.

The editorial brenthes a wholesome
and logleal tone agalinst the whole
spirit and fallaclous, cockshure dog-
matic statements of Mr, Butts, Hoe,
ilke so many prejudiced, blased minds,
attempts to justify crims and wrong b¥
comparison. ]

Every right thinking
that great Inequalitled and wrong
exist in our common country, but at
the same time every man who permits
himself a Hitle right thinking knows
that we as a peopls on the whole be-
Hieve in the absoluts and eternal right
to govern ourselves in our own good
way and time.

We belleve In the =oversign power of
the majority when expressed by an in-
telligent ballot. We know that our
Nation = the bud and blossom of all
history; that in large measure It Is
the realization of the dreams which
have llngerad 1ike angels of hope
around the hearthstones of the past.
There 1s something wrong with the man
who dosa not bellave that all In all we
are not the Jolnt owners of our coun-
try'a grentness—joint owners of what
its toil, thought and liberty had and
will glve humanity.

The honest radicalism of thls coun-
try should be encouraged; the truth-
ful revolutionary spirit which revolts
agalinst dishonesty is given the widest
apportunity Iln this land of ours.

The student of political economy must
study the patient as well as the dis-
ease, To him the knowledge of “‘the
seience of human character” wliil be es-
sential to & proper understanding
the sclence of social econcmy. With
this knowledge, he will discover that
the prineiples that underlle humnn
character and govern human conduct
are themselves the cause of human
misery;: that men will not be saints,
and that mankind, therefore, will not
be sanctified—that no gradusted stic
can measure all men's statures slike,
and that no ready-made patent theory
of economle salvation can make nall
meén equally happy wWa should know
that as long RS men are men, wrong
will be possible and power used un-
Justly,

Men liks Warren, who perhnps have
suffered personal Injustice, cannot
derstand that all the books and essavs
and speeches of all the reformers In the
world pnst and present can never make
a sociallstlie utopla—that man himself
is the sole reason for man's inhuman-
ity to man. When God breathed his
breath inte echaos, all nature oheyved
except the plgmy, man. To him was
given ths glorious right of disebedl-
ence. The God-llke gift of free will
that makes us little legs than the
angels, plunges us at the same time
into the necegsary strifes of human na-
turs. Rob us of the power to be un-
just and selfiash and we will crawl on
thes belly of inatinct, instead of walk-
ing erect with the deflance of Intelll-
gence,

man knows

of

un- |

‘Long Ballots and Votes

By Dean Collins,

“] am progressive Iln a wWay—

And woman suffrage my hope:"
Thuk to my friend, a family man,

1 peddlied out m¥ ¢ palEn dopae.
=“You're not, however," dild he ory,
“One half so far advunced as I;
I would go rurt} 3 than ¥
And give votes to the children

*Wherefore? 1 “Becausae,” sald ha,
“Our polities” ¢
Domands a just d
The lubor, BSoclology
Will bear me out in ti
1 merely answered,
For soclology,
Has always beén too much for me.
Yet I persisted: “Why dlvide
vk of politics, my friendt™
‘ he plled,
@ unto that end.
time and strength
For ballots full e in length?
That is the thing that raises hob—
Far better divide the job,

feet

“Imagine, then, claction day.

With my whole family I should stroll
Into the booth and start upon

dhe plne-foot baliot's complex roll.
I would give all my time, you'll note,
Unto the Presidentianl vote
And the state ticket, and my wife
Should handle nll our county strife,

“Meanwhile my eldest son would be
Voting the city tlickat through,
Assinted by my eldest g
The baby shou mething, too;
He should vote o yle long siate
Of thosa amendments thirty-elght—
For voting on them, by tha by,
He's fully as well read as L

“Thus, by division of the task

l The job would spead. I have a hunoh
That wa might have it done In time

1 To hurry promtg ] ! o

I would go further, ’ O et
| Long llots do persua
| "Yossir was all that 1 repl
For he had me plumb mys
Portland, October 240,

[ Half a Century Ago
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beilove 1t to be the 4uUty
jook to thelr present
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titu of menr
condition. We
of our citizens 1«
wants and provide t!
Many these people have heen
fers our Acting Mayor, Mr. MeCoy,
and for the last day or two his offica
has been thronged with sufferers, beg-
ging for food and clothing

sake. Bannock and a portion of
ffected Nex Perce Indlans are
a grand council at Fort
connlder pro=
the

Tha
the di:
now holding
| Hall, ostensibly
priaty of A4 war with
|:.n;: it Is the opinion of 3
|is & combination against the wh

Lo
that it
ton

11.—A apecial dispatch to
the Mobile Tribune says that place
will certalnly bhe attacked by F
gut’s fleet as soon 4% he gets ready for
action,

Calra, Det

crowded lasg
The

weoll and was

the Wizard
performers

| ter wWas

accasion

The world refuses to go to pleces in |

this century: let us put ita dissolution
off for o time at least. Men are ETOW-
Ing sick and weary of fakes and mill-
ennium makers and irrational specu-
latlone. The world Is growling better
every day, and will continue to grow
better as the future suppinnts the past,
EMMETT CALLAHAN

DESPAIRING VOTER ASKS ADVIUE.

Cleveland Hard Times Tanght Him to
Yote For Taft; But How About

thought on the subject.

Tax of publle utilitles, Intending to|
saddle on them the burden of re\'enua.!
san have no other effect than an 1t1-|
creasing taxation on the poor, who,|
by wvirtue of the very nature of the |
service of such corporation, are forced
to patronixe them, Advanced texation
of streetenr and rallroad rights of way
can have no other effect than Increas-
ing raliway and strestcar tarifts, The
same 18 true of water powers developed
to supply the needs of the people.
Someons, and, in thls Instance, the en-
body of consumers, must foot the
bill whera incrensed taxation is placed
on any publle service utility., These
services are ususlly managed with the
intention of earning for the Investors
10 per cent dividends or better. It Is
therefore, up to the superintendents or
manngers of such corporations to make
them yleld adequats dividends. The in-
vestments are withdrawn and projecis
abandoned whera such dividends can-
not be procured

The writer would gladly favor Te-
ductions In the fost of such serviecs,
but voters should not be misied In the
bellef that by Increasing the expense
of operating a public service corpora-
tion they can induce lower tariffs to
consumers,

Anda who will attempt to say that
fncrensed taxatlion on timber lands
Iving dormant ln our country will have |
A tendency to lighten the burdens of
the common people? Of necassity the
price of stumpage wlill advance In
price, carrying with It an increasod
cost of finlshed products, such as fuel,
shingles, lumber and all manufactured
wooden products.

The very people who are led to be-|
llave that throngh suchH leglslation |
thelr burdens are to be lightened nre |
iargely thowe who have little else
lurge familles or are those whose
homes are in tha plasas and public|
squares of the city, and are the people |
who will be hardest hit by the th--.-rn-l
tion of the gradunted tax. It ls use-
less to argue agalnst stubborn facts.
Look the Issues squarely In the face
You are a consumer. What'a the use
for you to kick on your little taxation,
when by the proposed aystem of gradu-
ated taxatlon, If inaugurated, you
would have to pay s “gradusted In-
crense” of the cost of llving all along
the line.

A little more thinking on the part of
the consumers and & wider berth of the
stragt hargnguers who are constaatly
harping ¢on a subject on which they
are almost totally Ilgnorant will result
in ‘Intelligent ballots at the electlon.
The “last man toc bat” pa¥s the taxas.

CHARLES E, HICKS.

NOTHING TAKES PLACE OF LOVE
Motherhood and Troe Companionship
Needed to Complete Woman's Life.

PORTLAND, Or., Oet. 20. — (To Lhe
£ditor.)—I read with great interest
sach letter In your paper in reference
to the Old Msid. You may care for
the opinion of a bachelor girl of 36
years of age, who, after 20 yesars of
battling with the public, has made the
financinl success she set out (o ac-
complish.

1 have taksn cars of a deur mother,
sister and niece, never denylng them
& thing that would bring happlness,
and I musat say I have been more for-
tunate than the average bachelor girl
Stiil T say that my life Is desplate, vold
and unsatisfactory. It lacks thut sweet
companionshlp of & good and trus hus-
band, and is cheated of the greatest
blessing the world contains, to teach
a little helpless belng to lisp the word
“mother,” which means so much to all
of us. That Is the place God meant
for woman, and I who have battled
each day for this worid's goods know
only too well what I have lost,

A rose ls not beautiful without its
foliage and Hfe is not complete with-
out its soul mate, nothing takes the
place of love, the greitest thing on
earth. “HOFPE."

i
but |

Thirty-eight Measures?
PENDLETON, Or., Oect 15—I

that The Oregonian would state clearly

and conclsely what, In Ity judgment, i8]

he
the

the course to pursuse in voting on
23 measures to be submitted to
electors In Novembar.

Some folks talk learnedly about the
matter, and they also talk about the

great amount of braln matter and reams- |

oning powers neccssary to arrive at a
clear understanding of the question;
but even these advisers do not help us
to arrive at o sensible detérmination
as to how wa should vote on sald meas-
Ures,

1 know that wa need some tax legls-
latlion, and that we need It badly. I
have read the different (ax measures
proposad, and alsp the affirmat nnd
nagative arguments, and ,honestly 1 am

e confused than when I begin road-

1 have bralns and reasoning abi-

but I have not the necessary time

to devots to a consideration of even
part of these 38 measures,

The Oregonlin Joés know how volers
should vote fntelligently, apd 1 ask It
in all sincerity to tell us, If we would
hove a correct Imterpretation intri-
cate points of Iaw, we go 10 one who ls
wall read In law, Instead of searching
law Dbooks for the information.

Whera will this Initlative business
end? How many volumes wiil It be
necessary to provide to contaln all the
measures submitted to vote
with argume , and how largée a b
jot will he required In another decade?
My observation s, that all the law-
mongers who now find these questions
of movernment so simple and easy 10
understand will be found to be fallures
all they undertake.

of

President of the United States, oand
gank $4500 and four years’ hard work
ander his second administration.
know enough to vote fop the
tion of President Taft; and If T}
gonlap wlill outllne In unmistakable
terms how to vote on the 13 mensures
now pending, I shall be grateful
HABRRY CUMMINGS

FROM ONE WHO CAN'T BE DRIVEN

01d Republican Sticks to Principles Re-

gardless of Roonevell's Assanlis

ALBANY, Or., Oct, 19—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—Several weeks ago when Theo-
dore Roosevelt was in Springfleld, Mo.,
he asserted In a speoch delivered there,
that “the man who wora # Taft badge
showed that he had & yellow streak in
him." Judging from all that he has
sald about President Taft and his dls-
honasty, I would Infar that he menns

winh |

~ w
1 voted threc times for Clevaland for |

that the men who advocate or vote [or

President Taft are also dishonest

I happen to be acqualnted with quite
a number of old Republicans whom I
have known many years. I know them
to be honest men, who wera dolng serv-
jce in saving apd bullding up this

country long before Mr. Hoosavelt was |

known, and these same grand old Re-
publicans ars now wearing Taft
badges, and expect on the fifth day of
November next to cast thelr votes for
Willlam Howard Taft for next Presl-
dent of the United States of Amerion,

Now, old Republicans, what do you
think of & man, after you have
vated him to the highest place In the
Nation, who, because you cannot con-
slatantly support him any longer,
turns on you in that ungrateful man-
ner and slurringly asserts that you
have a yellow streak and ars dishon-
est? 1 am an old Republican, and

stand today advocating ..e sama prin-|

clplea that we did in "61. The Repub-
licin party has had a great-deal to
do in making this one of the greatest
nations on earth. Today we are 8
prosperous paople, we need no change,

and I hope all loral Republicans will| porting

stand by the pressent Administration
and vote for William Howard Taft,
W. C. TWEEDALR,

sle- |

procesasion
affalr.

torchlight
brilliant

The firemen's
laat night was & very

BIBLY THLLS IDEAL LIFEH SECRET.
Marry “Only In the Lord,” as Paul Ene
jolned, Says Wife.
PORTLAND, Oct. 19.~—(To the
Edltor.}—1 have en much Interested
In the letters on matrimony whiclh have
on the editorinl page My
for those whose experiences

o been hitter and disappointing, fo
ay have ml the highaat Jjoys
Hife. I belisve £ ] is better
be & happy 3ld mald* nhappy
wife, and “bettar no martiage than any
marrigge that Is less than best' On
the other hand, a perfect union is the
Ideal existance—tha 1 God Intended
for us, and for which he shaped our na-
tures and ereated eravings in our souls
That there ara such unlons where
soul is knit to soul, where bhoth are
glad and happy and full of joy becaunre
tHoy are tuogether; that there are men
whose henrts are as pure as a littla
ohlld’s, and whose bodies are unsullied
and c¢lean, !n whose being 18 no re-
sponse to the base and untrus, whose
strongth, like that of 8in Galahad, Is ans
tho strangth of tan because their hearts
Bra pure; men who honor womanhood
and who pan he trusted in the utter-
mo#t parts of the men who do
full In thelr during ths
stress of trinl and ade
vergity I affirm,
That thersa are
blic and Intollectual

wppeared

art ache

he
at
Lo

sed

earth;
affection
and slckness

nnt

women who, whatever
or sooial llfe
find a piace in. find thelr
thelr keenest satisfaction
alm of belog a woman, & wife,
ther T aiso know; and
women nnd such men
have baan years

the path of love

in the re
A helpmeet, a m
I know of
whose lHves
of joyou
and fol
To
tha b
| neglactad.
edge HI

such

IWE 4]
the seeret of it all 1s found in
whose precepts are too often
“In all thy way aocknowl-
and He h direet thy
paths" 1o gir! who ! heart
and Ufe to the of her
Maker, who makena J har Lord and
King, who consulta s to
reanding, frie §, her amusements,
unconsciously, but surely, acquire
i ideal of manhood, and nothing
than this will sutisfy or appeal to

over

nar 14

058
her.
If. alxo, whila her heart Is yeot her
own, she ontrusts the matter of a mate
to God. king him to lead scross her
pathway h : her and then
hold her affections In check until she
iz sure It in God, she will not be
disappointe he who made our na-
tures knows best how to mals our na-
tures

The Apostle Faul eanjoined us that wa
tparry “only In the L " Were thia
unotion redl re would
fower Hnae
piness, and a ®
jinesy and dis
The Oregonian who b
the “ideal life”

if und
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Tronble Often Womnan's Making.

PORTLAND, 18 ~—(Toc the
Bditor.) — 1 reading the
many lotters printed
on “Old Malds ke to
huave this print

I bellave that n
rather bo mars
home somaeons to
foved.

I have been a
have two children
wisn't all sunshine
rather be married than
not single by cholee. i
hasn't come along
of the marrie
they were

woman would
a njce
and be

sd o AVe
and love
widow

and m
Bt

téen Years,

t Mr.
I'alkke the most
3 of today 1t
they would try
over again some would not
very particular In chvlee of a mun,
I am one thnt & t
there are some good men Y
A whole lot of trouble wor
trouble they make themse
want to blame the pc

be
anks that
waorld
have Is

They
- far it
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Story of n Misplaneed “M."
J-:(."".

Mrs. La Folletts, wife
ert M. La Follette, of
of & country new aper whict
the speech of her
Kusband, intending to add as eomment
“And the masses belleved him,"” sald
instead, “And them ssses belleved him.'

of Senutor Rob.
Wisconsin, tella

co




