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ROOSEVELT IN "CONFESSION OF FAITH," CHRISTENS PARTY
"

Established Eival Organizations Hotly Assailed, Eight of the People to Rule Again Proclaimed and General Views on Nation's Economics Expressed in Bid for Support.

Aug. Theodore
CHICAGO, his "confession of faith

the National t'rogTesaive
convention. The sirucK
out boldly into the new ground, ad- -

vocatinir measures which he said franK
ly would be denounced either as So

cialism or anarchy. Ihe aeiepaies lis-

tened to his speech with the understand-thn-

thpv must either adopt a plat
form substantially in consonance with
his views or look elsewftere ior a noon
nee for the party. The speech was as

To you, men and women who have come
here to this great Cnj 01 m rwi
formally to launch a new pany, part
of the oeoole of the 'whole Union, the Na
tional Progressive party. I extend my
hearty greeting. You are taking a bold
and a greatly needed step for the service
of on r bel oved coun t ry. The old part lee

are husks, with no real soul within either,
rfitrf.rf nn artificial lines, boes-ridd- and

ch a jumble of Incon
gruous elements, ana ncuner uane
ont wisely and fearlessly what should be

nn th vital Issues of the day. This
new movement Is a movement- which .

t nut at the service of all our peo
ple the collective power of the people,
through their Governmental agencies, alike
in the Nation and in tne levemi
xrm rmnnm borillv to face the real and
great questions of the day, and not skill-

fully to evade them as do the old parties.
w nfrnnA to raise aloft a standard to
which all honest men can repair, and un-e-

which all can flsht. no matter what
their past political differences, if they are
content to face the future and no longer to
dwell among the dead issues or tne pai-W-

propose to put forth a platform which
shall not be a platform of the ordinary and

ir insincere kind, but shall ue a coniraw u"
the people; and. If the people accept this

".contract by putting us ir power, . we-- shall
hold ourselves under honorable obligation

;"to fulfill every promise it contains as loy- -

J ally as if It were actually enforceable under
f the penalties or tne law.
j "Economic Revelation" Sarging.
t The prime need today Is to face the fact

that we are now in the midst of a great
economic revolution. There is urgent ne- -

f eesaity of applying both common sense and
I the highest ethical standard to this move-- .
I ment for the better economic conditions
' among the mass of our people If we are to
I make it one of healthy evolution and not one
f of revolution. It is, from the standpoint
1 of our country, wicked as well as foolish

longer to refuse to face the real issues
! of the day. Only by so facing them can

we go forwara : ana to-- no mis - we uiusi
break up the old party organizations and
obliterate the old cleavage, lines on the dead
Issues inherited from years ago. Our
fight is a fundamental fight against both
of the old corrupt party machines, for both
are under the- - dominion of the plunder
league of the professional politicians who
are controlled and sustained by the great
beneficiaries of privilege and reactTon. How
close is the alliance between the two ma-

chines is shown by the attitude of that
portion of those Northeastern newspapers,
including the majority of the great dailies
In all the Northeastern cities Boston, Buf-
falo, Springfield, Hartford, Philadelphia, and.
above --all. New York which are controlled
by or representative of the interests which,
in popular phrase, are conveniently grouped
together as the Wall street Interests. The
large majority of these papers supported
Judge Parker for the Presidency in 1104;
almost unanimously they supported Mr.
Taft for the Republican nomination this
vear: the large majority are now support- -

lng Professor Wilson for the election. Some
I of them villi prefer Mr. Taft to Mr. Wil-so- n,

but all make either Mr. Taft or Mr.
Wilson their first choice; and one of the

'ludicrous features of the campaign Is that
those papers supporting Professor Wilson

r! show the most Jealous partisanship for Mr.
Taft whenever they think his interests are
jeopardized by the Progressive movement
that, for instance, any electors will obey the

3 will of the majority of the Republican voters
'. at the primaries, and vote for me instead

of obeying the will of the Messrs. Barnes- -
penrose-Guggenhel- combination by voting
for Mr. Taft. No better proof can be
given than this of the fact that the fun-- ,

damental concern of the privileged interests
Is to beat the new party. Some of them
would rather beat it with Mr. Wilson; others

' would- - rather beat it with Mr. Taft; but
A'-'t- he difference between Mr. Wilson and Mr.

t Taft they consider as trivial, as a mere
.matter of personal preference. Thejr realrT fight Is for either, as against the

They represent the allied re-- -

'dictionaries of the country, and they are
"against the new party because to their:

"nnerrlng vision it Is evident that the
danger to privilege comes from the

new party, end from the new party alone
)41 "Bos" Not to Be Trusted.

The men who presided over the Baltimore
and the Chicago conventions, and the great

- bosses who controlled the two conventions,
Root and Mr. Parker, Mr. Barnes and

Re.Mr. Murphy. Mr. Penrose and Mr. Taggart,
J Mr. Guggenheim and Mr. Sullivan, differ

e" V - from one another of course on certain
n point But these are the differences which
, one corporation lawyer has with another

corporation lawyer when acting for differ-
ent corporations. They come together at
once as against a common enemy when the

Tfi 'dominion of both Is threatened by the su-i- 'I

premacy of the people of the United States,
- now aroused to the need of a National

alignment on the vital economic Issues of
r this generation.
'". Neither the Republican nor the Demo- -'

crattc plaform contains the slightest prom-
ise of approaching the great problem of to-- -

' ' day. either- with understanding or good
and- yet never was there greater

c need in thhr . Nation than now of under-
standing, and of action taken In good faith,
on the part of the men and the organiza-
tions shaping our governmental policy.
Moreover, our needs are such that there
shouM be-- coherent action among those

for the conduct of National at--

fairs and those responsible for the conduct'';of state affairs; because our aim should
be the same In both state and Nation; that

' is. to use the Government as an efficient
t agency for the practical betterment of so-

cial and economic conditions throughout
land. There are other Important things

.ij-t- be done, bat this Is the most important
thing. It is preposterous to leave such a
movement In the hands of men who have

c"- - --broken their promise as have the present
Vio of th niihl Imn nrmnltiiflnn nor of
the Republican voters, for they in no shape
represent the rank and file of Republican
voters.) These men by their .deeds give
the lie to their words. There Is no health
In them, and they cannot be trusted. But
the Democratic party Is as little to be
trusted. The Underwood-Fitzgeral- d combi-
nation In the House of Representatives has
showa that It cannot safely be trusted to
maintain the Interests of this country abroad
or to represent the Interests of the plain

Yeople at home. ' The control of the various
state bosses In' the state organizations has
been strengthened by the action at Balti-
more r and scant Indeed would be the use
of exchanging the whips of Messrs. Barnes.
Penrose and Guggenheim for the scorpion
Of Messrs. Murphy. Taggart and Sullivan.

. Democratic Promises Incompatible.
Finally,' the Democratic platform not only

hows an utter failure to understand either
present conditions or the means of making
these conditions better, but also a reck-
less willingness to .try to attract various
sections of the electorate by making mu-
tually Incompatible promises which there is
not the slightest intention of redeeming, and
which. If redeemed, would resalt in sheer
rnln. Far-seei- patriots should turn scorn-
fully from men who seek power on a plat-
form which with exquisite nicety combines
silly Inability to Understand the National
needs and dishonest insincerity in promis-
ing conflicting 'and impossible remedies.

If .this country Is really to go forward
along the path of social and economic Jus-
tice, there must be a new party of Nation-
wide and principles, a party
where the titular National chiefs and the
real state leaders shall be in genuine accord,
a party. In. whose counsels the people shall
be supreme, a party that shall represent
in the Nation and the several states alike
the same cause, the cause of human rights
and of governmental efficiency. At present
both the old parties are controlled by pro-
fessional politicians In the Interests of the
privileged classes, and apparently each has
set up av Us ideal of business and political
development .a government by financial des-
potism tempered with make-believ- e political
assassination. Democrat and Republican
alike, they represent government of the needy
many by professional politicians In the in-
terests of the rich few. This is class gov-
ernment, an d class government of a pe-
culiarly unwholesome ktnd-I- t

seems to me, therefore, that the time
Is ripe, and overripe, for a genuine Pro-
gressive movement. Nation-wid- e and Justice-lovin-

sprung from and responsible to the
people themselves, and sundered by a great
it i If from both of the old party organlza-ons- .

while representing all that is best
the hopes, beliefs and aspirations of the

'a:n people who make up the immense ma- -
riiy of the rank and file of both the old

- :

"he first essential in the Progressive pro

gramme is the right of the people to rule.
But a few months ago our opponents were
assuring us with Insincere clamor that It was
absurd for us to talk about desiring that the
people should rule, because, as a matter of
fact, the people actually did rule. Since that
time the actions of the Chicago convention.
and to an only less degree of the Baltimore
convention, have shown In striking fashion
how little the people do rule under our pres-
ent conditions. We should provide by Na-
tional law for Presidential primaries. We
should provide for the election of United
Stales Senators by popular vote. We should
provide for a short ballot; nothing makes it
liarder for the people to control their public
servants than to force them to vote for so
many officials that they cannot really keep
track of any one of them, so that each be-
comes Indistinguishable In the crowd around
him. There must be stringent and efficient
corrupt practices acts, applying to the pri-
maries as well as the elections: and there
should be publicity of campaign contribu-
tions during the campaign. We should pro-
vide throughout this Union for giving the
people In every state the real right to rule
themselves, and really and not nominally to
control thoir political servants and their
agencies for doing the poblic business; an
incident of this being giving the people tne
right themselves to do this public business
If they find It impossible to get what they
desire through the existing agene lea
do not attempt to dogmatize as to tbe ma
chinery by which this end should be
achieved. In each community It must be
shaped so as to correspond not merely with
the needs but with the customs and ways
of thought of that community, and no com-
munity has the right to dictate to any
other In this matter. But wherever repre
sentative government has in actual fact
become there the people
should secure to themselves the Jmtlarlve,
the referendum and the recall, doing It In
such fashion as to make it evident that
thcr do not intend to use these inst rumen
tali ties wantonly or frequently, but to hold
them ready for use in order to correct the
misdeeds or failures of the public servants
when It has become evident that these
misdeeds and failures cannot be corrected
in ordinary and normal fashion. The ad
ministrative officer should be given full
power, for otherwise he cannot do well the
people s work ; and the people should be
gnen full power over mm.

- Indiscriminate ITso Disastrous.
I do not mean that we shall abandon rep

resentative government ; on the contrary, I
mean that we shall devise methods by which
our Government shall become really repre
scntative. To use such measures as the
initiative, referendum and recall lndiscrlm
nately and promiscuously on all kinds of
occasions would undoubtedly cause disaster:
hut events have shown chat at present our
institutions are not representative at any
rate In many states, and sometimes in the
Nation and that we cannot wisely afford
to let this condition of things remain longer
uncorrected. We have permitted the grow
ing up of a breed of politicians who, some-
times for improper political purposes, some-
times as a means of serving the great special
interests of privilege which stand oehind
them, twist representative Institu
tions Into a means of thwarting instead of
expressing the deliberate and t-

out Judgment of the people as a whole. This
cannot be permitted. W e choose our lep-
resentatives for two purposes. In the first
olace. we choose them with the desire that.
as experts, they shall study certain mattera
with which we. the people as a whole, can
not be intimately acquainted, and that as
regards these matters they shall formulate

policy for our betterment. Even as re
gards such policy, and the actions taken
thereunder, we ourselves should have the
right ultimately to vote our disapproval of
It, if we feel such disapproval. But In the
next place, our representatives are chosen
to carry out certain policies as to which we
have definitely made up our minds, and here
we expect them to represent us by dJing
what we have decided ought to e done.
All I desire to do by securing more di-

rect control .of the governmental agents
and agencies of the people Is to give the
people the chance to make their represen-
tatives really represent them whenever the
Government becomes misrepresentatlve in-

stead of representative.
Experience- Forces Conclusion.

1 have not come to this way of thinking
from elose study, or as a mere matter of
theory; I have been forced to It by a long
experience with the actual conditions of our
political life. A few years ago, for Instance,
there was very little demand in this country
for Presidential primaries. There wopld
have been no demand now If the politicians
had really endeavored to carry out the will
of the people as regards nominations for
President. But, largely under the influence
of special privilege in the business world.
there have arisen castes of politicians who
not only do not represent the people, but
who make their bread and butter by thwart
ing the wishes of the people. This is true
of the bosses of both political parties In
my own state of New York, and it is just
as true of the bosses- of one or the other
political party In a great many states of the
Union, The power ox the people must t
made supreme within the several party or
ganizations.

"Politician" Has Sinister Meaning.
In the contest which culminated six weeks

ago In this city I speedily found that my
chance was at a minimum in any state
where I could not get an expression of tbe
people themselves in tbe prlmarlea I found
that if I could appeal to the rank and file
of the Republican voters, I could generally
win, whereas, if I had to appeal to the po-

litical caste which Includes the most noisy
defenders of the old system I generally
lost. Moreover, I found, as a matter of
fact, not as a matter of theory, that these
politicians habitually and unhesitatingly rt

to every species of mean swindling and
cheating In order to carry their point. It
is because of the general recognition of
this fact that the words politics and poli-
ticians have grown to have a sinister mean
ing throughout this country. The bosses and
their agents In the National Republican con-
vention at Chicago treated political theft as
a- legitimate political weapon. It is Instruc-
tive to compare the votes of states where
there were open primaries and votes of states
where there were not. In Illinois, Pennsyl-
vania and Ohio we had direct primaries, and
the Taft machine was beaten two to one.
Between and bordering on these states were
Michigan, Indiana and Kentucky. In these
states we could not get direct primaries, and
the politicians elected two delegates to our
one. In the first three states the contests
were absolutely open, absolutely honest.
The rank and file expressed th?!r wishes, and
there was no taint of fraud about what they
did. In the other three states the contest
was marked by every species of fraud and
violence on the part of our opponents,
and half the Taft delegates in the Chicago
convention from these states had tainted
titles. The entire Wall street press at this
moment is vigorously engaged In denounc-
ing the direct primary system and uphold-
ing the old convention- system, or. as they
call it, the "old representative system." They
are so doing because they know that the
bosses and the powers of special privilege
have tenfold the chance under the conven-
tion system that they have when the rank
and file of the people can express themselves
at the primaries. The nomination of Mr.
Taft at Chicago was a fraud upon the rank
and file of the Republican party; it was ob-

tained only by defrauding the rank and file
of the party of their right to express their
choice; and such fraudulent action does not
bind a single honest member of the party.

Cases Should Be Exceptional.
Well, what the National Committee and

the fraudulent majority of the National Con-

vention did at Chicago In misrepresenting
the people has been done again and again
In Congress, perhaps especially in the Senate
and In the state legislatures. Again and
again laws demanded by the people have
been refused to the people because the rep-
resentatives of the people misrepresented
them." Now my proposal Is merely that we
shall give to the people the power, to be
used not wantonly, but only In exceptional
cases, themselves to see to it that the gov-
ernmental action taken In their name is
really the action that they desire.

The American people, and not the court j,
are to determine their own fundamental poli-
cies. The people should have power to deal
with the effect of the acts of all their govern-
mental agencies This must be extended to
include the effects of judicial acts as well as
the acts of the executive and legislative rep-
resentatives of the people. Where the judge
merelv does justice as between man and man,
not dealing with constitutional questions,
then the interest of the public is only to see
that he Is a wise and upright judge. Means
should be devised for making It easier than
at present to get rid of an incompetent
judge: means should be devised by tbe bar
and the bench acting In conjunction with the
various legislative bodies to make justice far
mure expeditious and more certain than at
present. The legalism, the
lea'.ism that subordinates equity to techni-
calities, should be recognized as a potent
enemy of Justice. But this Is not the matter
of most concern at the moment. Our prime
concern Is that in dealing with the funda-
mental law of the land. In assuming finally
to interpret it. and therefore finally to make
it, the acts of the courts should be subject
to and not above the final control of the
people as a whole. I' deny thst the Ameri-
can people have surrendered to any set of,

STRIKING PARAGRAPHS FROM 'ROOSEVELT'S "CONFESSION OF FAITH."

We propon boldly to'faco the real and great questions of the day, and not skillfully to evade them as
do the old parties.

We propose to pat forth a platform which ahall not be a platform of the ordinary kind, but a contract
with thi people. -

The prime need today is to face the fact that we are today in the midst of a great economic revolution.
The fundamental concern of the privileged interests is to beat the new party.- -

If this country Is really to go forward along the path of social and economic Justice there m"8t ne a
new party of Nation-wid- e and al principles a party in whose counsels the people, shall b su-

preme. v

It seems to me that the time is ripe and overripe for a genuine progressive movement.
' The first essential of the Progressive programme Is the right of the people to rule.

We should provide for the election of Senators by a popular vote. "

We should provide for a short ballot.
Nothing makes it harder for the people to control their . various servants than to force them to-vo- ior

so many officials that they cannot really keep track of any of them.
The administration officer should be given full power, for otherwise he cannot- well do tne peoples

work: and the people should be given full power over him.
Events have shown that at present our institutions are not representative at least In many states.
All I desire to do by securing more direct control of the Government's agents and agencies of the people

make their representatives really represent them whenever the Govern-
ment
is to give the people a chance to

becomes misrepresentatlve instead of representative.
The nomination of Mr. Taft at Chicago was a fraud upon the rank and file of the Republican party.
What the National Committee and the fraudulent majority of the National Convention did at Chicago

has been done again and again in Congress, especially perhaps in the Senate.
Means should be devised making it easier to get rid ef incompetent Judges.
Means should be devised to make justice more expeditious and more certain than at present.
I deny that the American people have surrendered to any set of men.
The people themselves must be the ultimate makers of the Constitution.
We are not in this decrvlng the courts we do not question the general honesty of the courts our pur-

pose Is not to impugn the courts, but to emancipate them from the position where they stand in the way of
social justice.

The courts in this country have grown-t- o occupy a position unknown In any other country, and we in
America have a peculiar need thus to make the acta of the courts subject to the people.

Many well-meani- parlor reformers will denounce all this as "socialism and anarchy" as a matter of
fact, the proposition I make constitutes neither socialism nor anarchy, but a corrective to socialism and an
antidote to anarchy. " t 1

The first charge of the Industrial statesman of today is to prevent human waste.
Minimum uaKe commissions should be established in the Nation and within the state to inquire into

the wages paid In evofy industry and to determine a standard which the public ought to recognize and the
sanction of the public.

Minimum standards of women's wages should be established at once. '

Industrial compensation law for the entire Nation should be passed to provide against accidents, death
and disease contracted by industrial conditions.

We stand for a living wage. Hours are excessive if they, fail to provide time for the laborer to recup-
erate and return to his work refreshed.

Tenement manufacture is a serious menace to health. '

Premature employment of children is abnormal.
The pure-foo- d law must be strengthened and enforced.
The Country Life Commission should be revived with increased powers.
It is the men from the farm who have taken the lead In every great movement of the Nation.
Everything possible should be done to improve the economic condition of the farmer.
The Government must with the farmer in making the land productive.
The present condition of business cannot be. accepted as satisfactory there are too many who do not

prosper enough. -
Our aim Is to control business, nt to strangle it our aim is to promote prosperity.
The anti-tru- st law must be kept on the books and must be rendered more effective. As now applied it

works more mischief than benefit.
The only effective way in which to regulate the trusts is through the collective power of the people. It

Is utterly hopeless to attempt to control the trusts merely by the anti-tru- st law.
The preposterous failure of the Commerce Court to substitute Judicial for administrative control of great

corporations shows the damage that results.
Every honest business man should support the programme of the Progressive Party.
We favor in business and only ask that it be carried on in honesty and fairness.
Our patent laws should be remodeled.
I believe in protective tariff, but I believe In it as a principle approached from the standpoint of the peo-

ple's interest. '

The chief opposition of our present tariff plan comes from the conviction of the people that it favors
certain interests improperly through over-protecti- the day of the log-rolli- tariff must end.

The first step In the tariff work should be the creation of a permanent commission of non-partis- an ex-

perts whose business shall be to study scientifically all phases of tariff making and of tariff effects.
The main purpose of the Progressive Party is to place the American people in possession of their birth- -

Most certainly there should be an investigation into the high cost of living. The elimination of the
middle-ma- n by agricultural exchanges and by improved methods of exchange should be brought about.

"In any event, the effect of the tariff on the hish cost of living is slisht.
No condition has been shown that would warrant us believing that the abolition of tha protective tariff

would bring any substantial benefit to the consumer.
National extravagance we can control.
We believe there exists a prompt need for reform of the currency system. The country should be safe-

guarded against or unjust contraction of either credit or circulating medUim.
There can be no greater issue than conservation in this country.
Alaska should be developed at once, but in the interest of the actual settler. The Government should

at once construct, own and operate railroads in Alaska.
The Government should try a system of land taxation in Alaska that will so far as possible remove all

the burden from those actually using the land.
This country should behave toward other nations exactly as an honorable private citizen behaves toward

another private citizen. ; .

The Panama Canal must be fortified. Coastwise traffic should pass through the canal free of toll, In
my personal opinion. But at all times the canal should be open to ships of all nations on equal terms, in-

cluding our own engaged in international, commerce. '

I believe in larger use of governmental powers to remedy industrial wrongs.
I will do anything for the people except what my conscience tells me Is wrong. .

men, no matter what their position or their
character, the final right to determine those
fundamental Questions upon which free

ultimately depends. TIM. people
themselves must be the ultimate makers ot
their own constitution, and where their
agents differ In their interpretations of the
constitution the people themselves should be
given the chance, after full and deliberate
Judgment, authoritatively to settle what in-

terpretation it is that their representatives
shall thereafter adopt as binding.

Esuder Amendment Troposed.
Whenever In our constitutional system of

government there exist general prohibitions
that as interpreted by the courts, nullify,
or may be used to nullify, specific laws
passed, and admittedly passed, In the in-

terest of social Justice, we are for such Im-

mediate law or amendment to the Constitu-
tion, if that be necessary, as will thereaf-
ter permit a reference to the people of the
public effect of such decision, under forms
securing full deliberation to the end that
the specific act of the legislative branch
of the Government thus judicially nullllfled,
and such amendments thereof as come wlth- -
n Its soope and purpose, may constitutton-tll- v

be excepted by voto of the people from
the general prohibitions, the same as if that
particular act had been expressly excepted
when the orohlbition was adopted. This
will necesssitate the establishment of ma
chinery for making mucti easier ot amend-
ment both the National and the several
stata constitutions, especially with the vi:wr
of prompt action on certain Judicial

Action as specific and limited as
that taken by the passage of tho 11th amend
ment to the National Constitution, we ar
not In this decrying the courts. That was
reserved for thtj Chicago convention In Its
plank respecting impeachment. Impeach-
ment implies the proof of dishonesty. We
do not question the general honesty of the
courts. But In applying to present-da- y so-

cial conditions the general prohibitions that
were intended originally as safeguurns to
the cltixen ; against the arbitrary power ot
Government In the hands of caste and priv
ilege, ther.c prohibitions have beei. turn.il
ov the courts from safeguards against po
litical and serial privilege Into oarri' r
ngxtnst political and social Justice and ad-

vancement. Our purpose Is not to Impugn
the courts, but to emancipate them from a
position where they stand In the way of
social Justice; and to emancipate the peo-
ple. In an orderly way, from the iniquity of
enforced submission to a doctrine which
would turn constitutional provisions which
were Intended to favor soctal Justice and
advancement Into prohibitions against such
Justice and advancement.

Courts Subject to People.
We In America have peculiar need thus

to make the acta of the courts subject to
the people, because, owing to causes which
1 need not now discuss, the courts have here
grown to occupy a position unknown in any
other country, a position of superiority over
both the Legislature and the executive.
Just at this time, when we have begun in
this country to move toward social and in-

dustrial betterment and true Industrial
democracy, this attitude on the part of the
courts Is of grave portent, because privilege
has intrenched Itself in many courts, just
aa It formerly intrenched itself In many
legislative bodies and in many executive
ofllces. Even in England, where the con
stitution Is based upon the theory of the
supremacy of the legislative body over the
courts, the cause or democracy nas at times
been hampered by court action. In a recent
book by a notable English Liberal leader,
L. T. Hobhouse. there occurs the following
sentences dealing with this subject:

'Labor Itself had experienced the full
brunt of the attack. It had come, not from
the politicians, but from tne Judges; but in
this country we have to realize that within
wide limits the Judges are In effect legis-
lators, and legislators with a certain per
sistent bent which can be held ia check only
by the constant vigilance and repeated ef
forts of the recognised organ for tbe mak
ing and repeal of law."

It thus appears that even in England it
Is necessary to exercise vigilance In order to
prevent reactionary thwarting of the popu-
lar will by courts that are subjeet to the
power of the Legislature. In the United
States, where the courts are supreme over
the Legislature. It is vital that the people
should keep in their own hands the right of
interpretation of their own Constitution when
their public servants direr as to tne inter-
pretation.

I am well aware' that every upholder of
privilege, every hired agent or benflciary ot
th special interests, including many

parlor reformers, will denounce all
this as "socialism" or "anarchy" the same
terms they used In the past in denouncing
the movements to control the railways and
to control public utilities. As a matter of
fact, the propositions I make constitute

neither ' anarchy nor socialism, but, on the
contrary, a corrective to socialism and an
antidodte to anarchy.

Wageworkera' Position Discussed,
I especially challenge the attention of the

people to the need ot dealing In h

ing fashion with our human resources, and
therefore our labor power. In a century
and a quarter as a Nation the American
people have subdued and settled the vast
reaches of . a continent; ahead lies the
greater task of building upon this founda
tlon, by themselves, for themselves, and with
themselves, an American commonwealth
which In its social and economic structure
shall be four square with democracy. With
England striving to make good the human
wreckage to which a scrapbeap scheme of
industrialism has relegated her, with Ger-
many putting the painstaking resources of
an empire at the work of developing her
crafts and industrial sciences, with the Far
East placing in tho handa of its millions
the tools Invented and fashioned by west
ern civilisation, it behooves Americans to
keep abreast of the great industrial changes
and to show that the people themselves,
through popular can meet
an age of crisis with wisdom and strengtn.

In. the last "0 years an increasing per
centage of our people have come to depend
on industry for their livelihood, so that to
day the wage.-worke- in Industry rank In
Importance side by side with the tillers of
the soil. As a people we cannot afford to
let any group of citizens or any Individual
citizen live or labor under conditions wnicn
are injurious to the common welfare, in
dustrv. therefore, must submit to such pub
lie regulation as will make It a means of
life and health, not ot death or inefficiency
We must protect the crushable elements at
the base or our present inaustnai struc
ture.
, The first charge on the industrial states
manship of the day Is to prevent human
waste. The dead weight of orphanage and
depicted craftsmanship, of crippled workers
and workers surrering irom traae diseases,
of casual labor, of insecure old age, and of
household depletion due to industrial condi
tions are. like our depleted sons, our gasneo
mountain-side- s and flooded river bottoms, so
many strains upon the National structure,
draining the reserve strength of all Indus-
tries and showing beyond all peradventure
the public element and public concern In
Industrial health.

Tool-Use- to Become
Ultimately we desire to use the Govern-

ment to aid, as far as can safely be done,
in helping the Industrial tool-use- to be-

come In part, Just as our farm-
ers now are. Ultimately the Government
may have to Join more efficiently than at
present in strengthening the hands of the
workingmen who already stand at a high
level, industrially and socially, and who are
able by Joint action to serve themselves.
But the "most pressing and Immediate need
is to deal with the cases of those who are
on the level, and who are not only in need
themselves, but, because of their need, tend
to Jeopardize the welfare of those who are
better off. We hold that under no Industrial
order. In no commonwealth, in no trade, and
In no establishment should Industry be car-
ried on under conditions dnlmical Jo the
social welfare. The abnormal, ruthless,
spendthrift Industry or establishment tends
to drag down all to the level of the least
considerate.

Here the sovereign responsibility of the
people as a whole should be placed beyond
all Quibble and dispute.

The public needs have been well summa-
rized as follows:

1. we hold that the public has a right
to complete knowledge ot the facts of work.

2. On the basis of these facts and with
the recent discoveries of physicians and
neuroloarists. engineers and economists, the
public can formulate minimum occupational

.standarcs oeiuw wnii mswuiiBnuutj,
can be prosecuted only at a human deficit.

8. In the third place, we hold that all
Industrial conditions which fall below such
standards should come within tha scope of
governmental action and control In the same
way that subnormal sanitary conditions are
subject to public regulation and for the
same reason because they threaten the
general welfare.

Industrial Data Required.
To the first end. we ' hold that the con-

stituted authorities should be empowered to
require all employers to file with them for
public purposes such wage scales and other
data as the publio element In Industry de-

mands. The movement for honest weights
and measures has its counterpart In indss-try- .

All tallies, scales, and check systems
should be open to public Inspection and
Inspection of committees of the workers con-

cerned. All deaths. Injuries and diseases
due to industrial operation should be re
ported to public authorities.

0

To the second end, we hold that minimum
wage eommisBlona should be established In
the Nation and in each state to inquire Into
wages paid in various Industries and to de-

termine the standard which the public
ought to sanction as i minimum; and we
believe that, as a present installment of
what we hope for In the future, there should
be at once established in the Nation and
Kb several states minimum standards for
the wages oj women, taking the present
Massachusetts law aa a basis from which to
start and on which to Improve. We pledge
the Federal Government to an investiga-
tion of Industries along the lines pursued
by the Bureau of Mines with the view to
establishing standards of sanitation and
safety; we call for the standardization of
mine and factory Inspection by interstate
agreement or the establishment ot a Fed-

eral standard. We stand for the passage
of legislation in the Nation and In all states
providing standards of compensation for In-

dustrial accidents and death, and for dis-
eases clearly due to the nature of condi-

tions of industry, and we stand for the
adoption by law of a fair standard of com-

pensation for casualties resulting fatally
which shall clearly fix the minimum com
pensation in all cases.

labor Conditions to Be RioiUited.
In the third place, certain Industrial

fall clearly below the levels which
tha nnhiin tndav sanction.

We stand for a living wage. "Wages are
subnormal If they Tall to proviae a uvui
for those who devote their time and energy
to Industrial occupation. The monetary
a,tif3ianr n Hiin vice varies accord
ing to local conditions, but must Include
enough to secure tne eirmcnia ui
-- tar,AwA f iivinrr a. standard high enough
to make morality possible, to provide for
education and recreation, to care ior im-

mature members of the family, to main-
tain the family during periods of sickness.
and to permit of reasonaoie saving xor

Hours are excessive If they fall to afford
the worker sufficient time to recuperste
.nrl trt his WOT k thoroughly
freshed. We hold that the night labor of
women and children is abnormal and should
be prohibited ; we hold that the employ-
ment of women over 48 hours per week la

abnormal and ahould be prohibited. We
hold that the seven-da- y working week i

abnormal, and we hold that one day or rest
in lovtri should be nrovlded by law. We
HrJH tht rh continuous industries, oper

tin ?4 hour out of 24. are abnormal, and
where, because of public necessity or of
technical reasons (such as molten meiau,
the 24 hours must be divided into two shifts
of 12 hours or three shifts of eight, they
should by law be divided into inree oi eigm,

Safety conditions are abnormal when,
throueh unsuarded machinery, poisons, elec
trical voltage, or otherwise, the workers are
subjected to unnecessary nasaraa oi axe nu
limb; and all such occupations should come
under governmental regulation and-cont-

Home life is abnormal when tenement
manufacture la carried on in ths house-
hold. It is a serious menace to health, ed-

ucation and childhood, and should, there-
fore, be sntlrely prohibited. Temporary con-
struction camps are abnormal homes and
should be subjected to governmental san-
itary regulation.

Child Employment Abnormal.
The premature employment of children Is

abnormal and should be prohibited; so also
the employment of women in manufactur-
ing, commerce, or other trades where work
compels standing constantly; and also any
employment of women in such trades for a
period ot at least sight weeks at time of
childbirth.

Our aim should be to secure conditions
which will tend everywhere towards reg-
ular industrv. and will do away with the
necessity for rush periods, followed by out- -

seasons, which put so severe a
strain on wage workers.

It is abnormal for any industry to throw
back upon the community the human wreck-
age due to Its wear and tear, and ths
hazards of sicknass, accident, invalidism, in-

voluntary unemployment, and old age should
be provided for through insurance. rnia
should be made a charge In whole or in
par upon the Industries the employer, the
employe, and perhaps the people at large,
to contribute severally In some degree.
Wherever such standards are not met by
given establishments, by given industries, are
unprovided for by a Legislature, or are
balked by unenlightened courts, the workers
are in jeopardy, the progressive employer is
penalised, and the community pays a heavy
cost in lessened efficiency and In misery.
What Germany has done In the way of old,
age pensions or Insurance should be studied
bv us. and the system adapted to our uses.'
with, whatever modifications are rendered

necessary by our different ways of Ufa and
habits of thought.

Workingwomen have the sams need to
combine for protection that workingmen
have; the ballot Is as necessary for one clasa
as for the other; we do not believe that
with the two sexes there is Identity of funo
tlon; but we do believe that there should
be equality of right; and therefore w favor
woman sunrrage. burely if women could vote
they would strengthen the hands of those
who are endeavoring to deal In efficient fash-
ion with evils such as the white slave traffic
evils which can in part be dealt with aa
tlonally, but which In large part can )

reached only by determined local action,
such as Insisting on the widespread publi-
cation of the names of the owners, the
landlords, of houses used for Immoral pur-
poses.

Food Law Should Be Enforced.
No people are more vitally Interested than

workingmen and workingwomen In questions
affecting tbe public health. The pure food
law must be strengthened and efficiently en
forced. In the National Government one de-
partment should be instructed with all tht
agencies relating to the piiblln health, from
the enforcement of the pure food law t
the administration of quarantine. This de-
partment, through lis special health service.
would Intelligently with the
various state and municipal bodies estab
llshed for the same end. There would
be no discrimination against or for any
one set of therapeutic methods, against or
for any one school or medicine or system
of healing; the aim would be merely to se
cure under one administrative body efficient
sanitary regulation In the interest of the
people as a whole.

There Is no body of our- people whose
Interests are more Inextricably interwoven
with the Interests of all the peoplo than Is
the case with the farmers. The Country
Life Commission should be revived with
greatly increased powers ; It s aban don ment
was a severe blow to the interests of our
people. The welfare of the farmer le
basic need of this Nation. It is the men
from the farm who In the past have taken
the lead in every great movement within
this Nation, whether In time of war or
In time of peace. It is well to have our
cities prosper, but it Is not we!) if they
prosper at the expense of the country. I
am glad to say that in many sections of
our country there has been an extraordinary
revival of recent years In intelligent interest
In and work for those who live In the open
country. In this movement the lead must
be taken by the farmers themselves; but
our people as a whole, through their gov-
ernmental agencies, should back the farmers.
Everything possible should be done to bet-
ter the economic conditions of the farmers.
and also to increase the social value of the
life of the farmer, the farmer's wife and
their children. The burdens of labor and
loneliness bear heavily on the women in
the country; their welfare should be the
es oeclal concern of all of us. Everything
possible should be done to make life in the
country prontame so as to be attractive
from the economic standpoint and also to
give an outlet among farming people for
those forms of activity which now tend to
make life in the cities especially desirable
for ambitious men and women. There should
be just the same chance to live as full, as

and as highly useful lives in
the country as in the city.

Farms Ought to Improve.
The Government must with

the farmer to make the farm more pro
ductive. There must be no skinning of the
soil. The farm should be left to the
farmer's son In better, and not worse, con-

dition because-o- its cultivation. Moreover,
every invention and improvement, every
discovery and economy, should be at the
service of the farmer In the work of pro-
duction; and. in addition, he should h
helped to in business fashion
with his fellows, so that the money paid
by the consumer for the product of the soli
shall to as large a degree as possible go
Into the pockets of the man who raised
that product from the soli. So long as the
farmer leaves activities with
their profit-sharin- g to the city man of busi-
ness, so long will the foundations of wealth
be undermined and the comforts of en-
lightenment be Impossible in the country
communities. In every respect this Na-

tion has to learn the lessons of efficiency
In production and distribution, and of avoid-
ance of waste and destruction ; we must
develop anrl improve instead of exhausting
our resources. It Is entirely possible by
improvements In production. In the avoid-
ance of waste and In business methods on
the part of the farmer to give him an In-

creased' Income from his farm while at
tha same, time reducing to the cousumer
the price of the articles raised on the farm.
Important although education is everywhere.
It has, a special Importance In the country.
The country school must fit the country
life; In the country, as elsewhere, educa-
tion must be hitched up with life. The
country church and the country Young
Men's and Young Women's Christian As-

sociations have great parts to play. The
farmers must own and work their own
land; steps must be taken at once to put a
stop to the tendency towards absentee land
lordism and tenant farming; this is one or
the most Imperative duties confronting the
Nation. The question of rural banking and
rural credits Is also of immediate import-
ance.

Many Io Not Prosper Enough.
The present conditions of business cannot

be accepted as satisfactory. There are too
many who do not prosper enough, and of
the few who prosper greatly there are cer-
tainly some whose prosperity does not mean
well for the country, national Progressives,
no matter how radical, are well aware that
nothing the Government can do will make
some men prosper, and we heartily approve
the prosperity, no matter now great, or any
man. If It comes as an Incident to render-
ing service to the community; but we wish
to shape conditions so that a greater number
of the small men who are decent, indus-
trious and energetic shall be able to succeed,
and so that the big man who is dishonest
shall not be allowed to succeed at all.

Our aim Is to control business, not to
strangle It and. above all, not to continue a
policy of make-believ- e strangle toward big
concerns tnat ao evil, ana constant raanaqo
toward both big and little concerns that do
well. Our aim is to promote prosperity, and
then see to Its nroner division. We do not
believe that any good comes to anyone by a
policy which means destruction of prosper-- 1

Ity; for in such cases it is not possible to
divide it because of the very obvious fact
that there Is nothing to divide. We wish to
control big business so as to secure among
other things good wages for the wane-- 1

workers, and reasonable prices for the con
sumers. Wherever in any business tne pros-
perity of the business man is obtained by
lowering the wages of his woramen anu
charging an excessive price to the consum-
ers we wish to interere and stop suoh
practices.' We will not submit to that kind
of prosperity any more than we will submit
to prosperity obtained by swinanng inves-
tors or rettlna unfair advantages over bus!
ness rivals. But It is obvious that unless
th business is nrosnerous the wageworkers,
emplo3ed therein will be badly paid and the
consumers badly served. Therefore not
mrlv as a matter of Justice to tne ousi
noitsi man. hut from the standpoint of the

of tha wage-work- er and the
consumer we desire that business shall pros-
per; but It should be so supervised as to
make prosperity aiso lane me inapo oi gow

to th waie-work- er and reasonable
prices to the consumer, while investors and
business rivals are inaurea just irestmnui,
and the farmer,, the man who tills the soil,
is protected as sedulpusly as the wage-work- er

himself.
Whie Kadlcal Is 'ot Misled.

Unfortunately, those dealing with the
sublect have tended to divide into two
camps, each as unwise as the other. One
camp has fixed its eyes only on the need
of prosperity, loudly announcing that our
attention must be confined to scouring 1t in
bulk, and that the division must be left to
take care of Itself. This Is merely the plan,
already tested and found wanting, of giving
prosperity to the big men on top, anq, trust-
ing to their mercy to let something leak
through to the mass of their countrymen
below which. In effect, means that there
shall be no attempt to regulate the ferocious
scramble in which greed and cunning reap
the largest rewards. The other set nas fixed
Its eyes purely on the injustices of distribu-
tion, omitting all consideration of the peed
of having something to distribute, and ad-

vocates action which. It Is true, would abol-
ish most of the inequalities ef the distribu-
tion of prosperity, but only by the unfor-
tunately simple process of abolishing the
prosperity Itself. This means merely that
conditions are to be evened, not up, but
down, so that all shall stand on a common
level, where nobody has any prosperity at
alL The task of the wise radical must be
to refuse to be misled by either set of false
advisers; be must both favor and promote
the agencies that make ior prosperity, ana
at the same time see to it that these agen-
cies are so used as to be primarily of
service to the average man.

Aealn and again while I was president.
from 1902 to 1908, I pointed out that under
the anti-tru- st law alone it was neither pos
sible to put a stop to business abuses nor
oossible to secure the highest efficiency in
the service rendered by business to the general
public. The anti-tru- st law must be kept on
our-- statute-book- s, and, as hereafter shown,
must be rendered more effective in the
cases where it is applied. But to treat the
an st law as an adequate, or as by itself

a wise, messure of relief and betterment fs
a sign not of progress, but of toryisin and
reaction. It has been of benefit so far as It
has Implied the recognition of a thI and
great evil, and the at least sporadic appltm-tlo- n

of the principle that all men alike mut
obey the law. But as a sole remedy, uni-

versally applicable. It has In actual practice
completely broken down; as now applied it
works more mischief than benefit, it rep-

resents the waste of effort always damag-
ing to a community which arises from tiie
attempt to meet new conditions by t!ie ap-

plication of outworn remedies Inst nd of
fearlessly and In common-aens- e fashion fus-

ing the new conditions and uevlsln- - t he
naw remedies which alone can work effec-
tively for good. The anti-tru- law. If In-

terpreted as the Baltimore platform de-

mands it shall be Interpreted, would apply
to every agency by which not merely In-

dustrial but agricultural business is carried
on In this country; under such an Interpre-
tation It ought In theory to be applied uni-
versally. In which case practically all in-

dustries would stop; as a matter of fact.
It is utterly out of the question to enforce
It universally; and, when enforced sporadi-
cally, it causes continual unrest, puts the
country at a disadvantage with its trade
competitors in international commerce,
hopelessly puzzles honest business men and
honest farmers as to what their rights are,
and yet. as h.is Just been shown in tho
cases cf the standard Oil and Tobacco trust.
It la no real check on the grrs.t trusts
at which It was in theory aimed, and In-

deed operates to their benefit. Moreover,
if we are to compete with other nations In
the markets of the world as well as to
develop our own material civilization at
home, we must utilize those forms of in-

dustrial organization that are indlnpensAM
to the highest industrial productivity anrf
efficiency.

Words of Van Hle Quoted.

An important volume entitled "Concen-

tration and Control" has Just been issued
by President Charles R. Van Hlse, of the
University of Wisconsin. The University of
Wisconsin has been more Influential than
any other agency In making Wisconsin w'lat
it has become, a laboratory for wise social
and Industrial experiment in the betterment
of conditions. President Van Hise is one
of those thorough-goin- g but sane snd intel-
ligent radicals from whom much of leader-
ship is to be expected In such a matter.
The sub-titl- e of his book shows that his
endeavor Is to turn the attention of his
countrymen toward practically solving the
trust problem of the United States. In
his preface he states that his aim Is to
suggest a way to gain the economic ad-

vantages of the concentration of industry,
and at the same time to guard the interests
of the public, and to assist In the rule of
enlightenment, reason, fair play, mutual
consideration and toleration. In sum, he
shows that unrestrained competition as an
economic principle has become too destruc-
tive to be permitted to exist, and that the
small men must be allowed to
under penalty of succumbing before their
big competitors; and yet such
vitally necessary to the small man, Is crim-
inal under the present law. He says:

"With tho alternative before the business
men of or failure, we may ho
sure that they wilt Since the
law Is violated by practically every group
of men engaged in trade from one end of
the country to the other, they do not feel
that in combining they are doing a moral
wrong. The selection of the individual or
corporation for prosecution depends upon
the arbitrary choice of the Attorney-Genera- l,

perhaps somewhat influenced hy the
odium which attaches to some of the vio-

lators of the law. They all take their
chance, hoping that the blow will fall else-
where. With general violation and sporadio
enforcement of an Impracticable law we
cannot hope that our people will gain re-

spect for it.
"In conclusion, there Is presented as the

solution of the difficulties of the present In-

dustrial situation, concentration,
and control. Through concentration

we may have the economic advantages com-

ing from magnitude of operations. Through
we may limit the wastes of the

competitive system. Through- - control by
commission we may secure freedom for fnlr
comjketltion, elimination of unfair practices,
conservation of our natural resources, fair
wages, good social conditions and reasonable
prices.

"Concentration and in Industry
In order to secure efficiency are a world-
wide movement. The United States cannot
resist It. If we isolate ourselves and insist
upon the subdivision of Industry below the
highest economic efficiency, and do not al-
low we shall be defeated i.

the world's markets. We cannot adopt an
economic system less efficient than our great
competitors, Germany, England, France and
Austria. Either we must modify our present
obsolete laws regarding concentration and

so as to conform with the world
movement, or else fall behind In the race
for the world's markets. Concentration and

are conditions Imperatively es-

sential for Industrial advance; but If we al-
low concentration and there
must be control in order to protect the

and adequate control Is only e,

through the administrative commis-
sion.' Hence concentration, and.
control are the key words for a sclontifia
solution of the mighty Industrial problem
which now confronts this Nation."

Democrat a Offer No Remedy.
In his main thesis President Van Iflse is

unquestionably right. The Democratic plat
form offers nothing in the way of remedy
for present industrial conditions except,
tlrst. the enforcement of the anti-tru- st law
In a fashion which, if words mean anything.
means bringing business to a standstill; and,
second, the Insistence upon an archaic con-
struction of the states' rights doctrine In
thus dealing with inter-stat- e commerce an
Insistence which, in the first place, is the
moat flagrant possible violation of the Con-
stitution to which the members of the Bal-
timore convention assert their devotion, and.
which. In the next place, nullifies and maks
an empty pretense of their first statement.
The proposals of the platform are so con
flicting and so absurd that It is hard to
Imagine how any attempt could be made in
good faith to carry them out; but. if such
attempt were sincerely made, it could only
produce industrial chaos. Were such an
attempt made, every man who acts honestly
would have something- - to .fear, and ynt no
great adroit criminal able to command the
advice of the best corporation lawyers would
nave mucn to rear.

What is needed Is action directly the re- -
verse of that thus confusedly indicated. We
Progressives stand for the rights of tho peo.
pie. When these rights can best be se
cured by Insistence, upon states' rights, then
we are for states' rights: when they can
best be secured by Insistence upon National
rights, then we are, for National rights.
Interstate commerce can be effectively con
trolled only by the Nation. Th status can-
not control It under the Constitution, and
to amend the Constitution by giving them
control of It would amount to a dissolution
of the Government. The worst of the big
trusts have always endeavored to keep
alive the feeling In favor of having the
states themselves, and not the Nation, at-
tempt to do tbis work, because they know
that In the long run such effort would he
ineffective. There Is no surer way to pre-
vent all successful effort to deal with the
trusts than to insist that they be dealt
with by the states rather than by the Na-
tion, or to create a conflict between the
states and the Nation on the subject. The

ignorant man who advances
such a proposition does as much damage as
If he were hired by the trusts themselves,
for he is playing the game of every big
crooked corporation In the country. The
only effective way. in which to regulate the
trusts Is through the exercise of the collec-
tive powtr of our people as a whole through
the Governmental agencies established by
the Constitution for this very purpose.
Grave Injustice la done by the Congress
when It falls to give the National Govern-
ment complete power In this matter; and
still graver injustice by the Federal courts
when they endeavor in any way to pare
down the right of the people collectively
to act In this matter aa they deem wise;
such conduct does itself tend to cause the
creation of a twilight zone In which neither
the Nation nor the states have power. For-
tunately, the Federal courts have more and
more of recent years tended to adopt the
true doctrine, which la that all these mat-
ters are to be settled by the people them-
selves, and that the conscience of the peo-
ple, and not the preferences of any serv-
ants of the people. Is to be t he standard
In deciding what action shall be taken by
the people. Aa Lincoln phrased It: "The
(question) of National power and state
rights as a principle Is no other than the
principle of generality and locality. What-
ever concerns the whole should be con-
fided to the whole to the general Govern-
ment; while whatever concerns only the
state should be left exclusively to the state."

Judicial Control Called Failure.
It Is utterly hopeless to attempt to con-

trol the trusts merely by the anti-tru- st

law. or by any law the name In principle,
no matter what the modifications may be
In detail. In the first place, these great
corporations cannot possibly be controlled
merely by a succession of lawsuits. The
administrative branch of the Government
must exercise such control. The prepos
terous failure of the Commerce Court has
shown that only domain comes from the
effort to substitute Judicial for administra
tive control ot great corporations, in the
next place, a loosely drawn law whin


