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THE CHOICE AT BALTIMORE.

The nomination of Woodrow Wilson
tor President by the Democrals is
above all elss a triumph for the “pro-
gresslves"” of his party. Assuch itisa
personal triumph for Bryan, who is
accepted as the leader of the progres-
gives and through whose stanch cham-
plonship and skillful maneuvers the
pomination of Wilson was brought
about.

Wilson's success is emphasized as a
progressive victory by the fact that it
was won not only without the ald but
fn the face of the open opposition of
New York; not only in face of that op-
position, but with the frank avowal
that New York'’s opposition was pre-
ferred to its support. Wilson, through
Bryan, has given notice to New York
that he expects to win the Presidency
w'th other slectoral votes than thoss
of the Empire State; that, so far as he
is concerned, New York's Influence as
a doubtful state, as the state having
the largest electoral vote, Is dead, He
Jooks to the new radicalism of the
West to give him enough electoral
votes in addition to those of the safe
Democratic states to equal those of
New York, if not to exceed them. If
New York chooses to fall in line, well
and good, but it will not recelve any
special consideration for so doing. No.
tice Is served on Tammany that it is
eyed askance by the progressive De-
MOCTacy.

By nominating a man whom both
parties recognize 8s & progressive, the
Democratic convention has deprived
Roosevelt's third party of any excuse
for coming into existence. Progres-
glveness, in the common acceptation
of the word, is largely & question of
public opinion as to a man's point of
view. In that sense, Wiison is con-
sidered fully as progressive on the live
fssues of the day as Roosevelt. For
that reason he can hold in line that
large element of the Democracy which
makes Bryan its ldol and without win.
ning which Roosevelt could not hope
for success. He has no such afiilia-
tions with trusts as cast doubt on the
genulneness of Roosevelt's devotion to
the people. He 15 ac frankly out-
spoken in support of popular rule, di-
rect nominations and direct elections
as i= Roosevelt. If no mention of the
Initiative, referendum and recall Is
made In the Democratic platform, It
Is because Wilson, llke Roosevelt, r=-
garc. these measures as subjects for
state action alone and because the
Democratic party draws a distinct di-
viding line between state and Natlonal
Issues.

We now have s clear i{ssue between
radical progressivism as personified in
Wilson, though he. has conservative
tendencies which would prevent his
radicelism from verging on the revolu-
tiopary, and mliddle-of-the-road pro-
greszivism as personified in Taft. The
platforms define the Issues as the
tariff, the degree of geverity to be used
in prosecuting trusts, direct nomina-
tions and the extent to which conser-
vation should gulde our land policy.
The speeches of the candidates add to
these issues direct legislation,

The platforms of the two candidates
read in the light of Taft's record in
office and Wilson's utterances on the
etump, leave no room for a reaction-
ary party. If the Interests do not like
Taft, who has pursued and s pur-
sulng them as no President ever did,
they must turn to Roosevelt, whom
they hate and distrust and who would
have some of them coddled and others
sent to limbo, or to Wilson, who is
frankly committed to thelr unrelent-
in- prosecution, not only civilly, but
criminally. If the reactionary Demo-
crats should bolt Wilson, or the reac-
tionary Republicans should bolt Taft,
where would they seek refuge to bet-
ter thelr prospects?

There are but two great partles bid.
ding for popular support. Outsids of
the lsms represented by Soclalists and
Prohibitionists, they falrly represent
the two prevalent views of the polit-
fcal gquestions now before the country.
They so fully cover the ground that a
third party would consist merely of
the personal following of one man, We

where parties are organized to follow
certain leaders rather than to advance
certaln principles.

PORTLANDFS GOOD HEALTH.

Pata just compiled by the health
agthorities make known the signifi-
cant fact that Portland Is the most
healthful city in the world for in-
fants. We had suspected as much, It
must llkewlse be trus that this is the
most favorable place on earth to the
health of adults. Conditions under
which the tender young life of the In-
fant Tflourishes assuredly must be
equally advantageous to the physical
welfare of grown-ups,

This newly revealed . advantage
must be marked up as another boon
that prodigal nature has lavished upon
a favored city. While something is
due to Portland’s perfect sanitary gys-
tem, it Is Nature's gifts of ideal cli-
mate and the best of water that most
contribute. Equable climate leaves no
extremes of heat or cold to bhe fought
aguinst by frail lives that are strug-
gling for adjustment in a stern worid
Lo which they are arrived. Watar that
passes through vast natural filters un-
der huge mountains comes stripped of
germ life or harmful mineral and
vegetable properties. Gentla showers
At not too infrequent intervals keep
the alr clear and crisp and surcharged
with the maximum of life-sustalining

even In the heart of ‘the
city. A gentle slope of the whole ter.
rain the Willamette ‘makes
poszible a perfect system of drainage.

Ag to man's part, we have grown
porticular as to milk and food supply.

Systems of Inspection &fe vigorously |}

wé are credited with, aveoidable dis-
eases such as typhus, pneumonia and
the like contribute very little. Health
is truly one of our chlef assets along

with prosperity.

COMMERCE- COURT TO BE PRESERVED.

A backfire has been started against
the agitation for abolition of the
Commerce Qourt. Many shippers’ or-
ganizations have asked President Taft
not only to veto the bill abolishing the
court, but to recommend that Con-
gress amend the present law by ex-
tending the court's jurisdiction. As
the law now stands, only a rallroad
ean appeal from declsions of the In-
terstate Commerce Commission to the
Commerce Court. The shippers ask
that the court be given authority to
review decisions adverse to them as
well as those favorable to them. The
rallroads ask that the court be pre-
served as the only tribunal to which
they can appeal. Attorney-General
Wickersham is drawing an amend-
ment embodying the desires of the
shippers, who Intend to enlist the aid
of the Democrats in securing its pas-
sage, that its fate may not be imper-
fled by political considerations.

Thus the argument, that the court
Is & means by which fhe railroads se-
cure the annulment of decisions by
the Commission granting relief to
shippers is disproved by the act of
the shippers themselves. The shippers
say that the court should be mended,
not ended. They see in It & means of
securing instead of denying justice to
themselves. They are In accord with
the Commission, which has asked the
House committee to give the shipper
the same right of appeal as ls now
posspssed by the rallroad. Whatever
fight may ensue in Congress promiges
to be over the guestion wheather the
jurisdiction of the Court shall he thus
extended, not over the question
whether the court shall bs abolished.

The attack on the Commerce Court
thus stands exposed as the work of &
few defeated litigants, taken up by
some irreconcilable factionists In Con-
gress, who could sese no good In any
measurs fathered by the Taft admin-
istration., The only excuse for an at-
taci on the court was its declsions re-
viewing the Commission's findings of
fact, whereln it exceeded its jurisdic-
tion. The defeated litigants lacked the
patience to wait until *he Bupreme
Court had annulled these decisions and
had sharply reminded the Commerce
Court of the limits of its power. The
Supreme Court has now deprived them
of this excuse. The action of the ship-
pers in asking that the Court not only
be continued in existence, but be given
enlarged power proves that the dis-
gruntled few speak only for them-
selves, not for shippers In general.
There is, therefore, good ground to
hope that the controversy will end In
& victory for common sense.

TRYING OUT YOUNG WINGS.

Aerlal experimentation is claiming a
fearful toll in human life. The grim
record of disaster is added to weekly,
if not daily. Yet stanch mankind goes
unhesitatingly ahead with the perilous
task of econquering the air. It is the
same spirit of brave determination
ti.at has blasted the way of all human
progress through stony barrlers. The
progress of the race Is written in the
red blood of the vallant and undaunt-
ed standard-bearers.

Man will conquer the air fully and
effectually, Few doubt this, now that
tLe master creature of earth has
branched young wings th .t carry him
aloft. The evolution of aeronautics to
its present plane has been painfully
slow., It Is possible that the advance
will continue with proportionate slow-
ness. But man will have his way in
time. While it is the most prodiglous
and perilous task to which man has
set himself, his determination and
growing successes forecast but one ul-
timate end.

Flying, when that sclence is perfect-
ed, may give to clvilization its most
powerful stimulus. The value of fly-
ing Is not as a diverslon. Rather it ls
intended to bring about ungaugeable
readjustments of our whole social fab-
ric. The compactness of the world
will be intensified. The remote cor-
ners will come into ready contact with
the centers. Transportation and there.
foré Industry and commerce will be
revolutionized.

Perhaps reglization of the dream Is
far ahead. et man's Ingenuity is a
sirangely expansive quality. The rec.
ord of achievement within the past
century gilves basls for great expecta-
tions from the not too distgnt future.
It may be that even present genera-
tions will live to see man's conquest of
the alr consummated. In the mean-
time the experimental stages will push
ahead, mottled by & steadlly growing
array of headstones,

VANCOUYER'S HOPE FROM PANAMA.
Vanceuver, the principal seaport
of British Columbla, Is counting
on sucking the orange of Pan-
ama Canal commerce and leav-
ing the pulp to American ports.
Those shipplng laws on which the
United States has relled to keeap our
merchant marine alive are the source
of Vancouver's confidence. The law
giving Amerlcan ships a monopoly of
coastwise trade Is expected to drive
American railroads Into a combination
with forelgn ships halling from Van-
ecouver to divert trade from Amerlcan
ports to Canada. The privilege of
pro-rating with Canadlan raliroads,
which was granted American roads
for the purpose of glving American
shippers and consumers near the
boundary the use of routes which
cross that artificial line, is to be used
for the purposs of carrying to or from
interior points In the United States
freight carried through the canal in
foreign ships to or from Vancouver.
The scheme of the Canadians Is out-
lined in an article In the Vancouver
Province, Through rallread rates
from American polnts to Vancouver
not being subject to the jurisdiction of
the Interstate Commerce Commission,
low rates are to be made regardless
of the rates charged between local
points In the United States A forsign
ghip can then load at New York and
unload at Vancouver and Its cargo
can be carried by rafl into Seattle, Ta-
coma or Portland through the back
door at a lower through rate than it
tecould be carried directly to any of
those American ports on Amerlcan
ships. In like manner Paclfic Coast
freight destined to Atlantic ports of
the United States is to be hauled at
jolnt rates by American and Canadian
roads, acting together, to Vancouver
and thers loaded on forelgn ships
Read with what calm self-gratulation
the Province tells of the scheme to
use our own laws for our own un-

dolng:
‘There I8 cally no American merchant
marine there mever can be one suffi-

to carry It. The great bulk of the trade
must be carrisd In and on
the Pacific Cosst it can only be carried

kept up. So in the small death rate

tope of establishing = mercantile marine.
Nor will the American raliways wish to
alter the conditions that oow exist It i
more than easy for them to handle their
export mnd impert trade th the Port
of Vancouver, and they*bave the added ad-

escaph the Interstats Com-

t
merce .com.ml-ma“mc they will all be
forced to come hers if they wish 1o partl-
cipate in the new trade to be bullt up with
the Atiantic Cosst of Americes for at no
other Pacific port can they find ships le-
gally capable of carrying the trade.

But the Province is in error In as-
suming that we cannot help our-
selves. Weecan admit ships of forelgn
build owned by Americans to American
register and otherwise change our ob-
solete mavigation laws, with the effect
that these ships can compete with
ships of other nations In carrying the
wvast. volume of traffic, the prospect of
which makes Vancouver gloat. We
can amend our interstate commerce
law by providing that any through
rate. made to & Canadlan port shall
be the basis of the through rate to
American ports op the same coasiL
Under the long and short haul clause
the commission has authority to al-
low rallroads to meet water competi-
tion without regard to the rates
charged to interior points. Thiz au-
thority enables it to mest the Vancou-
Vér case.

Finally, it Is possible that the seem-
ingly endless tariff agitation may end
in a s=ettlement which will permit of
the bullding of ships In the United
States as cheaply as In forelgn coun-
tries: Our coastwise Iaws will not
then serve to hoom Vancouver's com-
merce. Should this hope not be real-
fzed, It would still be possible, as a
last resort, to admit forelgn-buliit ships

to the coastwise trade, provided they

are owned by Americans. The Cana-
dian scheme would then surely be
defeated.

Should the opening of the canal re-
sult in the aggrandizement of Vancou-
ver at the expense of .merican ports,
the argument for free ships would be
clinched. We may need just such a
lesson to convince us of the folly of
our present shipping policy.

THE EBPREAD OF ALFALFA.

Just when Iucern was Introduced
into the United States from the sec-
tion of its origin, the countries border-
ing the Mediterranean, It is difficult
to determine, but It was more than
likely first brought to Southern Call-
fornia by the early missionaries. It
{s also a question of doubt as to How
and why and when the name was
changed from lucern to alfalfa; but
the two plants are the same. The in-
crease in acreage of alfalfa in this
country went on very slowly until
about the middle of the last century,
when the area spread eastward from
California, perhaps Its first successful
growith belng during the regime of
Brigham Young In Utah and South-
eastern Idaho.

All early efforts to ralse this crop
were confined to irrigated lands, al-
though it i{s rooted the same as several
other plants. which grow exclusively
on arid lands. The scapweed and cac-
tus,of the Western prairies where the,
rainfall is very limited, often not more
than two or three Inches a year, have
a tap root llke that of alfalfa. This
root of the soapweed has been traced
down to a depth of very nearly 150
feet, the alfalfa root to more than half
that distance. Two-year-old alfalfa
plants have had thelr tap roots un-
covered to a depth of morse than sixty
feet. These tap Troots go down as
straight as a gunbarrel.

In spite of this peculiar rooting of
the plant, which by the way = one of
the legume family, a species of clover
and clozely allled to the pea family, it
has always, or until quite recently,
been supposed that its sucecssful cul-
ture and growth could only be under-
taken by Irrigation. Latterly, how-
ever, It has been found that with an
ordinary precipitation, say around
twenty-five to th! !y inches per an-
num, alfaifa can be grown with =ue-
cess. With plenty of water for irrl-
gation, however, alfalfa Is cut from
three to five times In the course of a
season; without artificial rainfall
never mor- than two crops can be cut
in & season. But aside from this it
will afford splendid pasture for sev-
eral months of the year.

To show how the alfalfa area Is
spreading it iz only necessary to call
attention te the last census reports.
The total area In the country is given
as 4,707,148 acres; clover alone (un-
mixed with timothy) covers only
2,443,268 acres. Alfalfa occupies four
times the area of tobacco In the
United Btates, -T2 of the great crops
of the South.

To show that a great deal of it Is
now being grown without irrigation,
one need only to note its spread in the
South whers it was Introduced only
a few years ago. In the entire South
there are now 340,651 acres seeded.
Of thls area 183,638 acres are east of
t: e Mississippl River, aor In what we
call the Gulf states, excluding Texas.

A number of communications have
from time to time “appeared in The
Cregonlan recounting the successful
growing of upland or dry land aifalfa
in Oregon, which means Its seeding
and growth withou: -rtificial water-
ing. Notlceable successes have been
made In Kllckitat County, in Washing-
ton, as well as in Oregon. Wherever
intelligently tried, with nearly a nor-
mal precipitation, it has been found a
very profitable crop, and it is to be
hoped the area seeded to It In this
section will be raupidly increased.

EXFERT TESTIMONY IN CRIMINAL
TRIALS.

In The Oregonlan, last Tuesday, Dr.
W. T. Willlamson published some re-
marks upon insanity as a defense in
criminal trials which merit attentive
consilderation. He believes that “the
present system is scandalous and really
eriminal.”! What that gystem s every-
body understands perfectly well. The
prosecution hires one set of expert
allenists. The defense hires others.
Sclence is made the hirellng of con-
tending interests and is belittled by
the argumentative wit of keen and
practiced lawyers. The Integrity of
renawned sallenists {s questioned in
open court and the jury Is given the
impression by some insidious means
that the testimony is just what the de-
fense or prosecution agreed to pay for.
On too many occasions the charge has
had the markings of truth. There s
good reason to suspect that some so-
called allenists see only what they ara
employed to see and see nothing where
thelr employer wishes them to be
blind, Naturally the public has not
much confidence in the justice of con-
victions or acquittals obtained by such
a process. It Is a mers accldent If
the guilty are convicted, and it is &
happy piece of luck if the innocent are
acquitt:

ad.

Only very =imple-minded people
have any confidence In the resuilts of
trials whera the defense of insanity is
introduced. The public smiles cynic-
ally when the verdict is announced and
wonders what fees were pald to the
opposing allenists. The system is not
only scandalous, as Dr. Willlamson

says, but it Is dangerous. It is one

ing to undermine popular respect for
the courts and perhaps it is the least
defensible of them all. The proposed
remedy 'ls easy to apply and it prom-
ises to be effective. Dr. Williamson
has advocated. it on various occasions
and his statement of its essentials may
be accepted as authoritative. His plan
is to permit neither the prosecution
nor the defense to plague the court
with mercenary expert testimony. It
would be wrong, of course, when the
plea of insanity has been made, not to
investigate it fairly. But a fair In-
vestigation Is exactly what is seldom
obtained under the current meéthod.
In order to secure it he suggests two
plans without prououncing decldedly
for either of them. Both have been
widely discussedy and many modifica-
tions proposed. No doubt either one
would be a great improvement upon
the present unjustifiable procedure.

The first suggestion Is that the court
call In experis whenever thelr services
are needed. Testimony thus secured
would no doubt be impartial and ver-
dicts depending on it would be fair.
But the gquestion comes up whether it
is right to impose upon judges the
duty of selecting alienists for such a
purpose. There are factions among
physicians, -as there are among politi-
cians and clergymen. Bach faction
has its favorites. The judge would be
importuned by eager partisans. To
act with perfect Impartiality would re-
quire much time and Investigation,
and whatever he did would displease
somebody. The appointments would,
of course, be more or less lucrative,
and for that reason would be of im-
portance to physicians of a certain
grade who might lack patients but
who would be sura to have friends.
Thus the judge would be harassed and
nagged. He would be accused of fa-
voritism, no matter how well dis-
posed he might be, and in the end his
serenity would suffer if he did not lose
hi= dignity and reputation for judi-
clal Impartiality. No thoughtful per-
son can desire to make a criminal
court the focus for intrigues of this
nature by which much would be lost
and nothing gained v :ich could not
be more cheaply secured by the other
plan. .

Under this plan a standing commis-
sion of experts would be appointed by
the Governor, wio would serve in all
cases where the testimony of allenlsts
was desired. It has been urged that
such a commission ought to be large
enough to Include all the eminent sci-
entists In the state. They might gerve
{n rotation or some other way might
be fixed upon to determine who should
testify In any particular trial. It has
been Intimated that it would be well
to decide the point by casting lot-.
This is a detail which could be ar-
ranged without much difficulty after
the main’ fssue had been disposed of.
We should not suppose, however, that
it would be best to give the Gov-
ernor unrestricted authority to name
the members of the commission. He
is not likely to be a man of scientific
knowledge and would necessarily have
to depend upon recommendations in
making his cholece. This would give
Interested partisams an opportunity to
mislead him, and of his own accord he
would he only too llkely to select his
friends for the service and exclude hia
enemies, regardless of their qualifica-
tlons. How, then, ought the appoint-
ments to be made?

‘We can think of no better plan than
to leave the business largely to the
doctors themselves. They hold meet-
ings of their state association fre-
quently enough to attend to it prop-
erly, and they are the only men in the
community whose atiainments are ade.
quate for the purpose. They know
who among them are really expert
allenists, and everybody else has to
take their word for it. Their profes-
sional pride would be engaged to
make the best selections, and while
factional strife could not be avolded
entirely, still it would probably not
keep out the bhest men. Upon the
whole the most highly qualified wonld
be chosen. The Governor might be
required, we should think, to make his
appointments from a list of candidates
submitted by the State Medical Asso-
clation.

If Assistant Secretary Curtls expects
that his decision that hatters’ plush
psad in women's hats must pay 10
Instead of 45 per cent duoty as here-
tofore will cause any reduction in the
price of women's hats, he is & most
unsgophisticated man, The cost of the
material in a woman’'s hat Is a mere
fraction of the price. What women
pay the milliner for i= the artistic
gkill of building the hat—yes, “builld-
ing” is the right word nowadays—and
the exclusive design, His decision
may put a little more money in the
pockets of the miliiners, but it will
not benefit their customers.

The long-eared, lackadaisical, howl-
ing and utterly useless “houn’ dog™
was a ndt inappropriate emhlem for
Mr. Clark, who has no fixed opinions
on public questions and no political
character. His popularity does not
speak very well for the Intelligence of
the Democratic managers, who proba-
bly preferred him to Wilson. The
convention, under Mr. Bryan's whip,
saved the party from the consa-
qg-ences of Its own bad judgment.

Ong day the sister of Augustus, rid-
ing through the streets of Rome in
her carriage, saw some young men ex-
ercising naked In & public square. Her
servants, greatly scandalized, urged
her to have them put to death, but the
Princess replied: *“To me they are
nothing more than statues.” This
Princess never became president of
Mills College. If she had, "what =&
shocking abyss its morals would have
fallen into.

Wilson mever would have made It
running under his first name. Drop-
ping the Thomas was as lucky for
him as when Cleveland dropped the
Stephen. Yet the next President glor-
ies In the use of his full patronymic—
William Howard Taft.

The Grand Ronde Valley is harvest-
ing its finest crop of cherries on rec-
ord and is suffering from lack of plck-
ers. It would seem that migratory
harvest hands could pick up some
easy side money by planning their itin.
erary.

Wilson had no cause to say the votes
came slow as molasses when the forty-
gixth ballot begun. They came Hke a
snow storm.

Bryan, as wet nurse and chaperon,
retains his place in the affections of
the family. :

Teddy has nothing to say.
plexus makes any man dumb,

The forty-sixth ballot was a double
twcnts\-l three.

The Fourth may be warm after all
the rains.

|

A solar

\

right.

Oregoun was on the wagon, all
: . !

IMPROVEMENT OF PLAZA BLOCUKS.
Beautifieation and Better Care Are
Urged by Observer.
PORTLAND, June 30.—(To the Ed-
itor.)—South on Third streset, three
blocks from Morrison street, s situ-
ated a fine plece of publle park prop-
erty, known as the Plaza Blocks. Ef-
forts have been made to change the
name, calling the north division Lowns-
dale Bquare, and the south division
Chapman Square, slgnposts indicating
these names having been placed in
suitable positions. The south division
has notlces nalled on trees to the effect
that it -Iis reserved exclusively for
women and children and their escorta.

Having occasion -frequently to pass
trough this park, I could not but ob-
serve the city’s fallure to use it for
the greatest enjoyment of all the peo-
ple. ©One fine afternoon, recently, I
noticed & man, alone, sitting quietly
reading In the south division. A police-
man approsched, and, interrupting the
man's reading, drew his attention to
the sizn on the tree, and majestically
waved his arm in the direction of the
north division, doubtless telling the
man that [f he wished to read In the
Plaza Blocks, it would have to be iIn
the other section. A glance at that
sectlon was enough. The man quietly
left the park altogether. Perhaps he
was a visitor to our Rose Festival, and
had been induced to stay a day or two
longer.

1 respectfully submit for Your con-
sideration this gquestion—is the north
division of the Plaza Blocks a proper,
dignified afternoon resting-place for
any self-respecting man? What Is Its
condition of a Sunflay afternoon?
Packed with a nolsy, arguing crowd of
men. Would not a sensitive, refined
man be ashamed to be seen there?
What is its conditlon any fine weeskday
afternoon? Worse than on Sunday, the
geats being filled with idlers and privi-
leged hobos, while, scattered over the
grass portions. men lie about in every
concelvable attitude.

Iz not the general polliey of the city
towards this park a mistake? It is lo-
cated Immediataly facing the handsome
new, Courthouse, and occuples two whole
blocks from Salmon to Madison, and
from Third to Fourth. This is not
much ground, certalnly, but {t*could be
made a delightful garden spot for
evervone, nevertheless. The new names
should be done away with, as I doubt
if six people could be found who would
be able to find Chapman or Lownsdale

Square, If asked. Call it the Plaza
Park. Rearrange the whole plan.
Ersct a local historical monument in

the south portlon in harmony with that
in the morth., Put the public retiring
places underground. Let thers be
more flowers and small trees. Paint
up and e¢lean up. FPut an air of weal-
come, alertness and brightness about
the place. Usa method and thought
in the geat arrangement, so that the
hobo and fdler will avoid them, in-
stead of monopolizing them (this can
be done). Pull down those slEns
about exclusive rights, and let all who
wish to rest there a while, in our city's
throbbing heart, be satisfied and rest-
ed,

Many other cities I have visited own
Wmiiar small pleces of park propertv
centrally located, and In almOst every
case the result of well-directed effort
has besn to give all the citizens & little
garden In the business labyrinth.
JOHN CHARLES WRIGHT.

PUBLIC ENTERS FAMOUS CASTLE.

Hisxtorie Chateau, Used by Napoleon to
Store Supplies, Shown to Visitors.

Faris Correspondence New Times.

Through the efforts of Captaln de
Fossa, the famous donjon, or keep, of
the Chateau de Vincennes, which ginoe
Napoleon's time had besn used for the
storing of military supplies, has been
thrown open to the public. The donjon
is more than 180 feet in helght, and
from its summit an excellent view of
the surrounding country can bs ob-
talned,

The walls are 10 fest thick and there
is & winding stalrcase of 827 steps.
Thars are five stories, and on clearing
out the place 80,000 muskets of the
First Empire were found on the first
floor, while above were 100,000 sabers
together with quantity of saddles and
bridles of the same period.

As far back as 1184, writes Captain
ds ¥ossa, in & pamphlet he has pre-
pared on the subject, Louis VII con-
celved the project of bullding & royal
residence at Vincennes, in the wood of
which the earller monarchs aften hunt-
ad. Philippe Auguste and his succes-
sors improved and eiilarged the cha-
tean, in which many of them dwelt. It
was later utillzed ns a state prison, and
in 1740 the porcelain factory which was
ramoved to Sevres 10 years later was
sstablished there. Then the edlfice be-
came the quarters of & military sgchool
for & brief perifod. and afterward a man-
ufactory of arms.

In 17588, at the time of the French
Revolution, Vincennes wns ranged
among the royal chateaux which were
to be sold, but dld not find & purchaser.
Then came . Napoleon, who turned the
historic castle Into a military store-
houss. Among the monarchs who have
dled there wers Louls VIL Philippe V
and Charles IV, and also Henry V, of
England, who became {11 there after
the siege of Mieux In 1422,

AN OLD BRIDGE OF THE SEAS,

Isthmus Beiwecen Gulf of Corinth With
Agean Sea Historie Ground.

Christlan Herald.
“The Bridge of the Seas” Is the
bstriking name which Pindar glves to
the narrow Isthmus which connected
the Gulf of Corinth with Aegean Sea.
It is one of the maost interesting strips
of soil on the five continents. It is the
{sthmus, par excellence, of all the
world, for from Its Greek name, Isth-
mia, every other Isthmus has been
named.

The ancients were not good =allors.
They mever went to sea where they
could conveniently go by land, and to
cross this narrow neck of land, only
four miles wide, saved them many a
weary league of sailing around =
stormy coast in going from the Polop-
onnesus to Attica, and, indeed. from
Europe to Asla.

The southeastern point of Attica was
especlally dangerous, and an oid
proverb used to run: “When you are
rounding Cape Malia, forget all you
have at home.” Indged, navigation In
these sens was almost wholly aban-
doned in the Winter months, and we
remember that in the graphie account
of St Paul's shipwreck, he advised the
captain to Winter in the Cretan har-
bor of Falr Havens. Through dlsre-
garding this advice, disaster came to
ship and ecrew and prisoners allke.

No wonder, then, that the isthmus,
which the ancient city of Corinth dom-
Inated, became at one time tha busiest
and perhaps the most notable strip of
land which the world knew. More bat-
tles have been fought, mor= dynasties
established or dethroned just here, in
gll probablility, than io any other spot
on the earth’'s surface.

Immigrant’s Eleven-Foot Beard.
Philadelphia Record.

Among the steerage passengars who
arrived recently was Hans N. Lang-
peth, with a beard 11 feet 6 Inches
jong. He sald that it had taken 36
years to grow and that it has been in-
creasing at the rate of four inches a
year. Langbeth was born in Biberia.
He tucks the beard under his vest in
the Summer time. In Winter it Is not
a4 hindrance, he sald. even when walk-
ing sgainst the wind. It was sug-
gested that his speed would be re-
tarded when the wind was coming
from an adverse point of the compass,
but this, he says, Is not the case, aa the
chilly blasts In Northern Russia blaw
through his whiskers without uneatis-
factory results, The immigration offi-
clals permitted the allen to land, as
whiskers, so far as they knew, are no

bar to admission to this country,

POLICEMEN DOING PRIVATE WORK

Men nt Depot Under Orders of Com-
pany, Is Charge.

PORTLAND, July \1.—(To the FEdi-
tor.)—I was Interested in reading
about D, Solis Cohen having some mis-
understanding with a polleceman at the
Union Depot, knowing Mr. Cohen to
be a gentleman in every respect, both
by naturs and education. But I do
not condemn the policemen, either, as
& policeman has a Jot of trouble to
contend with, and for good reasons
does not llke the crowd.

The trouble i{s (I speak from knowl-
edge) that the policeman at the depot

The Premature Fad

By Denn Colllns.

When Wilson's nomination came,
I read the bulletin, and went
Back to my home as sults a man

Who's & non-Democratic gent:
Bul when 1 entered at the door,
Lo, Arabella, on the floor
Sut, and wild wallilngs she turned
loose:
I gasped, dismayed, “Now, what tha
deuce?'

Her tears flowed fast, she sobbed, her

seems to be in the employ of that com-

pany and not as a servant of the city. |

What right have any of the rallway’s
officials to tell the officer on duty there
what to do? Has he any business at
the ticket gate or at the big gate?
Certainly not, If the terminal com-
pany wants men =zt those gates, let
them employ special policemen and
pay them, but it is not the duty
city policemen to attend to the busi-
ness of the company, as now is the
case,

The policemen should be outside In
front of the depot and protect the pub-

lic agalnst solicitors of all kinds, go
through the walting rooms and alil
over the station to protect people

against bunco men of different Erades,
The company should not bave a& right
to take the officer from his duty to
attend to tha compuany's buslness at
the gates.

Mr. Cohen ia no city

is right. There

ordinance to prevent pesple from going |

through that big gate, and, conse-
quently, no city policeman hag a right
to enforce any such rule by the com-
pany.

I know, also, that Mr, Cohen's criti-
eclsm of the force la trua. A few Years
ago a few pollecemen did bettsr sorvice
than the blg crowd of policemen wa
have now. The ecivil service puts un-
fits on the police force and kegps good
men out OBSERVER.

HELEN KELLER MAY HOLD OFFICE

Famous Woman Offered Membership on
Board of Public Welfare,
Boston Post.

Helen Keller, the bilind, deaf and
dumb woman whoss mastery of an
education In the face of these handl-
caps has made her world famous, in
considering the proposition of becom-
ing & city officlal of the City of
Schenectady, N. Y.

The position for which Miss Keller
has been mentioned is a membership
on the Board of Public Welfare, a body
much favored by Rev, George R. Lunn,
the Soclalist Mayor of Sahenectady.
Miss Kaller 1s a flrm bellever in votes
for women,

Mayor Lunn intends that his new
Board shall have jurisdiction over tene-
ment conditions, children's playgrounds
and numerous other mattera that do not
properly come under any regular de-
partment of Schenectady’s city govern-
ment. &

“YI have heard nothing from Mayor
Lunn regarding the matter,” sald Miss
Keller, “though I knew such a board
wis t6 be established. 1 think it will
do & great good. It Is a new schame,
fraught with many difficulties. The
problems would have to be met as they
mizght arise,

“One thing I would try to do wouid
be to wipe out the slums, for It is
there that siekness, disease and im-
morality ars borm. .

*“The only way to bring about
permanent Improvement Is to
rather than to alleviate. When the chil-
dren are born blind, we have Institu-
tions for them. But how mich better
it would ba to be ahle to prevent blind-
nass.

“1 would go so far as to say that
poverty {g the fundamental causa of al-
most every evil. Poverty is a horrible
thing. It Is the cause of crime, disease
and suffering of all kinds., Poverty
drives people to vice. I am convinced
that that !s true, rather than the old-
fashloned theory that vice drives peo-
pla to poverty,

“Why do the slums exist? They exist
because they pay dividends to those
who own them, better dividends than
{mprovements would pay.

“vat I am convinced that the world is
growing better. There are more healthy,
happy children today than ever hefore,
though there are still far too few.

“There are more schools and collegas,
more hospitals and Institutlons for the
blind, the crippled and the deformed.
There are more Intelligent women than
ever before, but there are still far too
few."

any

UP-TO~-THE - MINUTE JOURNALISM
New York Hernld Takes a Fling at
Some Sigmed Stories.

New York Herald,

City Editor—Is Senator Briscutt out

covering the mother's meeting?

Agsistant—Yes.

City Editor—And Is the orator
looking after the deaf-and-dumb asy-
Ium reunion?

Agslstant—Yep.

Clity Editor—Who 1s attending to the
theft of Taottisa Coughdrop's dinmonds?

Assistant—That s the regular as-
signment of the Shah of Parsla, retired.
And, by the way, the Prasident sent in
his nsual signed statement, but he was
carelezs in lts preparation, so 1 have
sent It back for revision.

Oity Editor—That's all right. Now,
here's & good etory. See if you can’t
find a regular reporter to cover it

boy

Study in Reallsm,
Baltimora American.
“Don’t you often tire of the realism
in life?" “Not /If It's real money.”

Country Style.
Houston Post,
Some folks they want the cily, the big elty
sults 'em fine,
But as long as I've the chooxin’ the
ecuntry ways for mine;
It's the milk ail warm an' foamy, an® all
eraamy at the morn,
An' the table in the kitchen of the house
whers I was born.,
With the rag rug underneath It an' the dog
curled by the stove,
An' tho singin' of Che wild birds In the
trees out In the grove,
An' the antles af the baby In [ts chalr to
make me smile,
An' a platter full ¢ chicken,
country style.

it's

tender chicken,

Gimme lettuce crisp .an” tender ke they
never git In town,

An", say, mebbe about lunch time,
hour to go sit down

Underneath the spreadin’
old llvenak troc,

With a thiek old homemade sandwich and
pome salt, an’ two or threes

Young oniona for a that's the os-
genoe of deilght!

With the baby down heside you gurgle-goo-
In' for & bite

An' th dog alert hefora yog tryin' of his
beat to smile,

That's the way [ Jike my

half  an

branches of a big

relinh,

lunch served, free

an’ oasy, country style.
When I go up to the city an’ aat at a res-
tauraw,

The nhmes they tack on thair eatin's ars the
worst | over saw,

Franchified er Dago lingo that a man can't
understand—

What d've s'poss I ordered last time? Or.
dered musie by the pand! -

Yes, slr! Swear T felt plum foollsh, walter
standin® by my aide

While I squintad at the menpo, an' I trisd |

an' tried an' tried
For to undérstand the

the longest while
To pick out the lne that locked most like:

“Spring chicken, country satyle'

peadin’, 1 just tried

“Hring & plate of this' T told him, polntin’
where my thumb was at,

An" he sald he ecouldn't do Iz,
band was playin' that!

That's the time you bet I wanted the old
table by the door

In the kitehen, an' I wantoed the rag carpet

on thes floor,

the hish chair,

gooin" ton smile,

An' a helter-skelter dinner cooked an' sarved
up ! esuntry style,

An' to then fll my old pipe up as the cows
coms trallin® in,

An’ start out to do the milkin' with pork
&Tavy oo my chig i

"oause the

An an” the baby gurgle-

prevent |

ol |

nose
Neaded n powder dab on It:

When I stooped down to pat her cheek,
She roared, "Go ‘'way now!" and I

| quit.

|“Wherefora this storm of tears? I

| criad,

“What evi] fate may thee botide?”

Har volee rose to a slren squall,

lb‘n!m sobhbed out *“"Wilson!"—that was

all

f"'i'im, yes! The nomination's his'

| Sald’1, “but wherefore how! and ery?"

She threw her curls upon the floor,

| “That is the very reason why!"

still In the dark:
wanted

anked,
she walled, "1

“How s07" 1

“Boo-hoo!’
Clark!”

I bent an her 4 guase intense,

And anld, “Wherefore this preference?’

Then Arabella sobbed mnew,
And made sad noilses In her throat;
“Cheer up, sweetheart, and tell me all,”
I urged; "Thy tears have got my
goutL."”
| Her words were tensa with tragady,
I bought a “houn' dawg' vase” sald
sho,
“And ‘houn’
To decorate the

dawg' statues for myself,
mantel shelf.

“Now Clark has lost: his fad is past,”
(My coat was moist with falling
tears)
“Cheer up,” I answered tenderly,
“I'll gat thee other souvenirs,
Downstairs, within the cellarette,
I know a souvenir to gel
Wilson"— Her tears the mora did fall,
“Alas!" she aried, “that Is not all”
“Say on! Oh, Arabella! Tell
The entire truth of it to me.
Wilson "Ia It and Clark is not;
But. pray thes, what is that to thea?

o

Her volen rose to a tragie helght,
“1 saw my milliner tonight—
Boo-hool— 'Twas almost done, at

that—
A brand new ‘houn dawg model’ hat!"
Portland, July 2.

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonlan of July 3, 1862,
A dispateh to the San Franclsco Call,
dated St. Louls, June 9, reads: “The
Fedara] fleet sent ngalnst Moblla has
attacked Fort Morgan. It passed the
Jower battery without engaging It.

following is the Dixie ticket
tly by tha “anterrified
peace Damoc y* of Clarke County,
W. T.: For Counecliman, Thomas D.
Smith; Representatives, Jay D. Potter,
T, J. Flatcher, Willlam Bratton; Prose-
cuting Attorney, Seeond Judiolal Dis-
triet, H. (3, Btruve; Probata Judge. A. J.
Lawrence: Auditor, P. Ahern; County
Commissloner., Wiillam Dillon; Sheriff,
John Alrd; Treasurer, Joseph Patrain;
Asessor, J. Brazee. It Is sald to be
well known in Vancouver that several
the Democratic ticket are
known to be Jeff Davis men and have
loudly rejolced at seCession victories,
and It is equally well known that gome
men holding offlce under Government
are thelr supporters,

The Grenada Appeal of June 19, says:
“The Fedsrals in considerable force
taok possession of Holly Springs, Milas,
night before last.'”

—_—

The
nominated reue

persons an

washington, June 24 —A leftar from
New Orleans, dated the lith, says Gen-
eral Butler, In reply to & lettar from
General Willinms at Baton Rouge, ask-
ing the courss to be pursued In regard
to guerrilias, says they ahould be tried
by  drumhead court-martial, thair
property destroyed, thelr houses purnad
and every means taken to show them
that they are enemles to the human
race—not soldiers, but murderars and
piratas.

Loulsville, June 22.—Friday eveaning,

several Unloniats were returning
from a meeting to choose delegates,
tive of them wera killed by secession
marguders in ambush near Berry'a Sta-

tion.

ar

In the House of Commons on the 13th
Lord Palmerklon sald, In answer (o &
that & e¢ommunication had
from the French govern-
ment on the subject of medlation In
America, and the Britlah government
had no intention at presenl to offer

medintion.

question,
been recelved

A telegraphic dispatch from Chico,
Butte County, Cal, to the Sacramento
Unlon savs that Thomas Allen, a team-
ster for J. 1. Keefer, of Mud Creek, was
killed and sealped hy Indlans on tha
afternoon of June 35th on hig way from
Morrill's sawmill

A little bit of a fight occurred on
Front street yestarday between iwa

prominent individuals in consequence of
an article in yesterday morning's Ora-
gonian relative lo meeting of firemen
of the clty to ngree on a public cele-
bration of the Fourth of Jaly,

Roosevelt and Reeall

PORTLAND, July 2. — (To the Ed4-
itor.)—There i quite an argument over
the langunge used and the position
talken by Theodore Roosevelt In refer-
ence to the recall of judges or recall
of judicial decisions.

Does he ask for tha recall of judges
when their declsions are adverse to tha
public interests and apparently not In
conformity with the laws, or does he
ask for an opportunity for the people
to vote on such decislons to determina
by thelr vole whether such decisions
when affecting public Interosts shall
stund or not?

From his talk do you understand
that he wants to uss the referendum
on decisions when they affect privite as
well as public interests? EAST SIDE.

Colonel Rooxevelt ndvocates i refer-
endum of declsfons ontered by state
courts which overthrow as unconstitu-
tional laws enacted as an exercise of
the states’ police power. Raecall of a
declsion would not remove from the
bench the judge who rendered It. As
he has defined the principle, recsll of
declslons would be applied in matters
affecting only the public Iinterest
Colonel Roosevelt believes It 18 well to
adopt the Judicial recall in localities
where courts are corrupt or inefficlent
to extrome, but would let local condi-
tions and seatiment govern its enact-
ment or rejectment.

No Holdup Plauned.
PORTLAND, July 1.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—At the last meeting of ths Re-
tail Liguor Dealers’ Association atten-
tion was called to an article lately ap-
pearing In a Portland newspaper. It
wis therein stated that the saloons
proposed to “rafse prices” during the
Blks' convention. This statement Is
untrue ax far as the members of our
association are concerned, and we
would ask that it be contradicted in
our behalf, Wha feel that it is a great
honor to have the Elks here as guests
of the City of Portland, and wonld con-
sider it an outrage to attempt any such
graft as suggestad. You will confer
a favor by giving publicity to this
refutation, C. D. ELDER,
President Local No. 1,




