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A HORRIBLE PREDICAMENT.

Thers 18 polgnant anxiety among the
Democrats. When they set the meet-
Ing of their National convention for
ons week Inter than that of the He-
publicans, they estimated that a week
would be ample time for their oppo-
nents to settle their differences and
thus to furnish a guide to Democratic
action. The possibility of a prolonged
struggls at Chicago over contested del-
sgates, then over platform and Anally
over the nomipations, also the posai-
bility of & bolt following those nom-
inations, have given rise to fear that
the Chicago cirous may not be ended
bafore the Baltimore hippodrome
opens.

The Democrats have for many years
made & practice of walting to see what
ths Republicans do before they do
anything, When the Republicans have
voted to commend or recommend any
course, past or proposed, ths Demo-
crats have their cue what to denounce

or deplore. When the Republicans
have voted to denounce or deplore,
then the Demoerats know to what

they can safely point with pride or
sommendation or what they can rec-
ommend. When the Republicans have
nominated radical, the Democrats
can safely nominate a conservative or
2 more extreme radical, or vice versa.

But what a horrible predicament
the Democrats would bhe in were the
Republican convention to be pro-
longed beyond the day when thelr own
sonvention meets! If they were to
proceed regardless of Hepubllcan ac-
tion and weoers to adopt a platform
which, In wviclation of all precedent,
expressed thelr honest convictions,
they might dlscover to thelr horror
that they had pointed with pride to
or dencunced and deplored the same
achlsvements ss the Republicans had
pointed to, denounced ar deplored;
that they had recommended the same
policies a=s the Republicans had recom-
mended., They would then discover to
their dismay that they had deprived
thetr party of all excuse for existence
and that no course réemained open ex-
eept to indorse the Republican plat-
form and ticket and to dissolve thelr
organlzation.

That such & catastrophe might be
averted, the Democratic convention
might find necessary adjournment
from day to day until the Republican
sonvention adopted a platform. Its
swn platform committee would remain
in continuous seaston with a pile of
well-planed, tongued and grooved
planks plled before It. In these would
be blank spaces, whereln would be in-
serted at the last moment the words
“point with pride™ or “denounce and

"

| deplore,” necording to the breathleas-

Iy-awalted messages from Chicago. In
dike manner, when the Republicans
were balloting for pominations, the
Democrats wounld bhe assembled {n
agoniring suspense, ready to hop from
Clark or Underwood to Bryan or Wil
s0n B8 one faction or mnother of their
opponents came uppermost. The feats
of the lightning change artist would be
falrly outdone.

The permanent position of opposti-
tion held by the Democratic party has
the aldvantage of giving greater frke-
dom and less responsihility than hold.
ing office, but it also has Its draw-
backs. The worst of these ix that the
party never knows what to oppose
until the other party has Jdecided
what to do.

A MATHEMATIOAL FAILURE

Mr. U'Ren does not seem to have
complete faith in his mathematical
constitution, otherwise known as the
cabinet government plan., This com-
plicated system of propertional and
proxy representation we had sapposed
was Intended to purge the Legislature
of all lmpurities, corruptions and evil
intentlons With the mathematical
constitution in force we had fondly
imagined that the Secretary of State,
after pach clection, would take a panelt
and pad of paper and figure out of
office all plainly undesirable candl-
dates for the assembly. Weo had mar-
viled over the brilliancy of a plan
that was to cure the evila of govern-
ment by arithmetical computations,
but, with due recognition of human
fraflties, had firmly hoped that by
choosing each legislator from a pot.
pouri of flgures and giving him 2000
votes, more or less, to cast on each
measure, his consclence would be
Hhvened and his moral perspective clar-
ified to degrees of perfection.

But alas! Our hopes and marvels
mand’ imaginings sre dashed (o earth.
The one-lunged Legialature will not be
perfoct. Mr. U'Ren, himself., has
decmad it necessary to revize his con-
stitution and actually to put In it &
brand new Inhibition agninst his math-
ematically purified lawmakers. The
Legislature of the Utopian era prom-
ised by the fAguring U'Ren must not
appropriate any money for Initlating
or referring laws, or create any com-

miskion to prepare an inltiative
petition,
Who would suspect, after grasp-

ing fully all the details of the pro-
posed mathematical constitution, that
A proportionalized and proxified Leg-
fslature woyld need to bde prohlbited
Irom committing such crimes as thesa?
It i» true that the Inst Legislature, un-
‘purged by multiplication, division, the
ritle of three or algebralec equations,
And therefore an irrcaponsibla, waste-
ful dbunch of politiclans, committed
one of the proscribed acts. It actually
invaded Mr. U'Ren's own preserves
from which he reaps, with the assist-
ance of Mr. Fels, an annual incoms,
In othear words, It created a commis-

slon to revise the tax laws
Now mobody In Oregon knows any-
thing about taxation gxcept Mr. T"Ren
and perhaps a few paid advisers and
=T Mr. URen has ample

money at his command to initiate all
the tax legislation he thinks we ought
4o have, and he will do anything he
thinks ought to be done for us along
that line. Other cltizens haven't ac-
cess to & forelgn war chest and are
consequently barred from presenting
their niceasarily erude theorles of tax-
ation unless they are brave enough to
spend their own money—a vain expec-
tation, So It was therefore really a
moral crims for the Legislature to
break into Mr. ["Ren's pasture.

But what have the misdemeanors of
past Legislatures got to do with & leg-
Islature seated and hallowed by balane-
ing quantitative relstions?

If the new body of lawmakers sanc.
tified by ratio and proportion is ex-
pectad to kick back at the ohly com-
petent and certifled lawgiver of tha
state what's the use of putting through
the scheme? If ratio and proportion,
remainders, minority proxies and the
powers of ealculus will not give us &
perfect Legislature, let us investigate
deeper before we ravise the funda-
mental law, Has the figuring U"Ren
ever tried to combine astrology and
politics? Is It not possible that the
dark of the moon has queered many
of our elections?

FMOOT'S ALASHA COAL BILL

If SBenator Smoot's Alaska coal land
bill is passed at this session, the pres-
ent Congress will have at least onc
plece of good work to its credit. 1If
both parties can place patriotism above
partisanship and can close thelr ears
to seifish interest, it will pass. If the
Democrats and Insurgents follow habit,
the announcement that the bill ix
backed by the Administradon will be
sufficient excuse, to thelr minds, for
tearing It to pleces and throwing the
pleces in the waste basket, §

The provisjon for a royalty based on
the selling price of coal ia to be grest-
ly preferred to those hitherto pro-
posed, exacting a fixed rogaity. It
gives the Government, as the owner, a
fair share of the selling price of coal
az the price rises and falls, graduated
according to the leasee's abllity to pay.
The fixed royalty might be opprassive
to the lessee when the price is low, but
totally Inadequate when the price s
high. The lUimit of 3200 acres for any
one lease {s sufticlent for & good, work-
able mine under modern methods,
svhile the provision that no person ghall

Lpe interested in more than one lease is

a good safeguard agalnst consolidation.
The anti-trust law, vigorously and vig-
flantly administered, can prevent com-
bination of Jeases. The clause requir-
ing a minlmum rental per acre will
compel lessers tn mine coal instead of
holding the land unproductive.

By providing for the extinction of
private ownepship, the bill contem-
plates making the leasing system well-
nigh universal In Alaska. This provis
ion was' neg ry in order that iso-
lated tracts held under patent may
not prevent the leasing of solld hlocks
of land. Prohibltion of railroad own-
ership will prevent duplication of the
situation which now obtains in the
Pennsylvania anthracite fleld, while
extansion to Alaska rallroads of the
Jurisdiction of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission will prevent a&ny
such gougling of the miner as Las con-
tributed to formation of the anthraclte
monopoly.

Representative Sulzer's bill for the
constructlon of Government rallroads
in Alaska 1s not inconsistent with the
main provisions of the Smoot hill, but
it= adoption may prompt the rejection
of the provisions granting right of way
to private corporations. The two bills,
taken together, would open the way
to the dsvelopment of Alaska on an
extensive scale and, as one emanates
from & regular Republican, and is In
line with the policy of the inpurgents,
the other from a Democrat, there is a
good opportunity to ignorsa partizan
considerations and unite for the gen-
eral good.

CONFIDENCE MEN IN REAL LIFE

Our writers of frenzied finance fle-
tion a&rs being continually eutdons by
the vultures of real life. What popu-
lar tale have you read that can rival
in ingenuity of plot and setting the
case of Denath Valley “Scotty 7"

QOut of the forbidding fastneases of
an uninhabitable district came a
miner of leathern visage and seeming-
Iy unlimited coln. Exhibiting huge
rolls of currency, he threw =mall bills
to the winds and following caprice
after caprice, put his money into all
sorts of unique coups, He was herald.
od far and near Bs & wanton spend-
thrift who was certain to come to grief
and die in want.

Occaslonally he would disappear
into the mysterious wastes of Death
Valley only to return with cash In
asbundance which he would hasten to
put Into circulation in reckless and
spectacular fashlon.

Who would suspect that behind the
capers of this primitive, big-fisted
spendthrift there was & crooked min-
ing stock company quletly selling stock
In hls mine of fabulous wealth? Whe
suspected that he was merely the cap-
per In a swindling game?T Of course,
it's all absurdly simple, now that
Scotty has confessed—his game hav-
ing bean worked dry and his émploy-
ers having cut off his golden =stream.

Bo now Scotty may return t0 some
obscure mining camp to wark as cap-
per for & faro layout, his erstwhile
employers may seck gresner fisids and
the public may prepare to ba taken in
anon by some brand new confldence
game.

PORGETTING THINGS.

One of the Eastern nowspapers sceks
to break the monotony of politics for
its readers by glving them an account
of the articles which the careless
public loses In the streetcars of New
York day after day. The tale is dis-
concerting. It scarcely raises our
opinion of human nature, for in order
to esteam our fellow man we must
have some ground for belleving that
he is at least partially ratlional and the
articles forgotten and left behind in
the New York streetcars seem to in-
dicate that the majority of thoss who
ride are crazy.

Think of a man with one leg going
off without his crutches. Dozens of
them &o that verr thing on the sub-
ways and eléevated trains. One man
even forget his shirt. The day was
excessively warm and he took it off In
the gloom of the subway to enfoy the
gratefnl coolness which surrounded
him, Departing In haste, as subway
passengers are apt to do, he left the
rarment hanging on a hook and lssued
forth into the smlilng world shirtiess.
Eyegiasses are forgotten by their own.
ers as often as anything else, a fact
which proves, perhaps, that most peo.
ple wear them for style instead of use.
At one of the statlons In New York
where lost articles may be reclaimed
there were twenty-flve quarts of aye-
glasses awaliting the arrival of thefr
owners the other day.

Persons who carry their umbrelias

]

to forget them. An umbrella is at best
a cumbersame companlon. The shelter
it affords 15 disappolntingly meager,
When the raln comes straight down
the umbrella kKeeps It off until It be-
gins to drive through and then the
fipe, enveloplng mist is worse than the

downpour. 1If thers s any
breeze at all the protection which an
umbrelln gives Is purely fanciful. It
guards tha head, which can stand any
amount of wetting without harm, but
it leaves the fest at the mercy of the
storm and everybody knows what tha
consequence of wet feot is. The point
we wish to make s that the umbrslla
is an article of luxury rather than use,
Besides that It is dangerous. A per-
son carrying an umbrella under his
arm becomes a public menace. Every
eye in hi= neighborhood exists oniy on
sufferance. We may reasonably sup-
pose, thersfore, that it [s & gullty con-
sclencs which c¢auses the umbrella-
owner to leave hls possession behind
when he guis off the car.

But what caunses him to lesve the
book he has been reading? The New
York statistics show that just about all
the books tuken into the strestcars are
left on the seats by absent- Inded pas-
sengers. It ls the same with women's
purses and men's hats. A woman
never forgets her hat, but it Is one of
the first articles which a man forsakes
when he is in a Burry.

SEEDLESS APFPLES,

The secedless apple has been discov-
ered again, for perhaps the twentieth
time. It is s Delaware man who
comes to the front now with the Inesti-
mable boon. When we last heard of
it, five or six years ago, It was heralded
as the spoch-making product of a Wis-
consin investigator's genlus and patient
toll, Whe will be the next unveller of
this great mystery we cannot prophesy,
but It will be somebody.

The seediess appls reappears regu-
larly onece in sbout five years. There
are only two objections to It which wa
can think of. The first is that it is not
seedless. The second is that it is not
fit to eat. The only sesedless apples we
haye ever scen, and we have been
much favored by enthusiastic discov-
erers, had well-marked speds in the
usunl places and a perfectly percepti-
ble core. But that was of littls conse-
quence. Seeds and & core are no par-
ticular drawback to en apple if it is
otherwise desirable. But swhen the
frult is small and hard and bitter, the
fact that its seeds ars inconspicuous
does not atone for its other defects.
If a really seedless apple should be
produced, it would not be worth while.

If it were worth whila we should
have had it long ago, for it involves
no insurmountable difficuity. All that
an orchardist has to to do to evolve a
se¢dless apple {8 to select specimens in
which the seeds exhibit a tendency to
abort and propagate from them. Ina
few gensrations the desired modifica-
tion i= sure to appear, and if the pro-
cesg hits bean properly conducted the
grafts from It will come true. Men-
del’'s lawa enable plant breeders to
predict with almost complate certalnty
what the outcome of a glven oross will
be. Hybrids are no longer a subjact
for vagus guesswork. The art of pro-
ducing new varleties with any desired
tralt has become as well understood an
plowing.

The trouble with the secdless quality
In apples is that it 1s not a particularly
desirable trait. Very few abject to the
seeds. Many persons relish thelr fla-
vor and tradition has invested them
swith fancles which it is just as well not
to sacrifice neadless’y. The core §s &
different matter. Its scaly purts are
annoying, and to remove them caunses
trouble and expense. If somebody
would propigale & coreless apple re-
talning the sploy seeds, the world
would be grateful to him.

HOME CREDITS IN SCHOOL.

Mr. L. R. Alderman, State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction, s a man
of original idens. Some of hi= projects
for bettering the conditfons of the
rural schools have been widely dis-
cussed and bid falr to make their way
into acceptance throughout the coun-
tr¥y. One of the most noteworthy of
these projects Is that of allowing credit
In the public schools for work of vari-
ous kinds done at home. The supposi-
ton underlying the plan is that par-
ents are a8 good judges of thelr chil-
dren’s performances as the teacher is
likely to be and that thelr estlmate
ought to be accepted at its true value,
Book studisg are ‘not included in this
scheme. It applles only to those de-
partments of modern education in
which it may be falrly assumed that
parente are compelent to pass an opin-
fon. But since textbooks ars counting
for less and less every day In the pub.
lle schools and the practical affairs of
life  are coming to the front thers
seems to be no reason why Mr, Alder.
man’'s plan ta enlist the forces of the
home in the education of ths child
should not be carried far.

Textbook Instruction never has been
of any particular benefit to children.
It is commanly regarded as something
quite inestimably preelous, but there
are no facts to justify such a view of
it. Nobody is quite frantic enough to
believe that a child actually learns how
to do anything useful by studying a
book, but we are taught to cherish the
dogma that the poor little creature
acquires a chimerical something called
“mental discipline” which makes him
capable of all sorts of miraculous
achievements, Of course the child
does not get any mental dlseipline in
an old-fashloned school. The effect of
his studles upon his mind is the exact
contrary to discipline or anything else
desirabie. We all know what really
happens to a pupil’s intelligence when
he haz been in school soveral years.
He “hates” all his studies. The out-
coma of every one of his mental ex-
cursions is Ignorance darkly tinged
with loathing. This Is perfectly nat-
ural. If we had taken pains to study
the mind of the young we should have
perceived long age that the only way
to reach their Intelligence for any
purpoge but mental murder is through
thelr musclea, Naturally there are ex.
ceptions to this rule, There are pre-
coclous chlldren who take to abstrac-
tions like a duck to water and there
are abnormal specimens who are con-
genitally so indolent that mo appesl
can be made through their motor
nerves. but the exceptions are not
numerocus.

Mr. Alderman’s project for home
education relies purely npon the motor
processes. The Instruction !s all to be
in the various soris.of useful activity,
and, it s agreeable to add, it will all
have an ethical trend. The reports
which he hsas published of the. work
s far ns it has gone ars highly en-
couraging in this particular. Tt has a
marked tendemcy to strengthen the
family tles, to create Interdependence
between children and parents, to teach
the young to take up thelr proper
share of the burdens of life and bear

them cheerfully. The plan of giving)

§

in complete sympathy with both school
and home duties.”” How much meore
satisfactory to teach In this way a
morality which works out in practical
efficlency than to swallow precepts out
of textbooks which lead to nothing but
mental indigestion and ethical imbe-
elifity, It ls Instructive to read the
accounts which Mr. Alderman pub-
lishes of the working of his new sys-
tem in the home. “Before this plan
was started.” sald a motherly country
woman, "I got up in the morning and
prepared breakfast for the famlily and
after breaktast prepared the children
for school. Now the girls insist upon
my lying In bed while they get break-
fast. ,Then they wash the dishes
sweep the floor and prepare them-
selves for school” Scholastle peda-
E0gues mMAYy sneer at common matters
of this kind, but the philosophic stu-
dent of soclology sees the future wel-
fare of tha nation safeguarded in pre-
cisaly these simple facts,

But the old-fashioned textbook
teacher will shriek In alarm, '‘“What
mental discipline do the children get?
How will they ever learn to extraet
the cube root by thia home Iinstruc-
tion?’ Heaven be pralsed, they will
never learn to extract the cube root.
But of mental discipline, and especial-
Iy of spiritual dlseipline, they get Infi-
nitely more than they ever have from
the conventional currieulum of the
publle schools. Some of the credits
which Mr. O'Reilly allows &are ex-
tremely interesting and suggestive.
For example he awards five minutes
for bullding the fire In the morning:
ten minutes for splitting and carryving
in twelve hours’ supply of wood; thirty
minutes for preparing the family
breakfast, and so on. Do we not here
behold life ifsalf in all its multifarious
aspects Invading the schools and mak.
ing them true upbuilders of demoe-
racy? Mr. O'Rellly Inys 85 much stress
on the hyglenle virtues as Moses did
when he was legislating for the He-
brews. A credit of thirty minutes Is
allowed for bathing, flve minutes for
sleeplng with the window open, ten
minutes for going to bed by # o'clock.
What have we In this but a whole
scheme of practical morality put into
operation without fuss or parade, but
with the highest efficlency?

Mr., Alderman makes the following
comment upon the results in Mr.
O'Rellly's distriot: “Tt Is the universal
testimony of the parents in this dis-
trict that the children are co-operat-
ing with them and becoming interested
in the home as never before,™ An-
other remarkahle comment comes from
Superintendent B. B, Conklin, of On-
tarin, who has been using the plan.
“Bducation should make us more will.
Ing and efflefent workers. If it doesn’t
what lz Itz use? The foolish notlon
should no longer prevall that educa-
tion s to teach us to make a living
without work.” When Mr. Aldermen
visitad Ontarip not long ago A numbar
of parents came to him, he says, “with
anthusiastic approval of the way the
plan was working.” What I=s there to
hinder trring It throughount the state?

| ———

Bugs are the bans of man’s exist-
ence. In olden times an occasjional ap-
ple held a worm. Now the grower
must spray before the leaves form and
keep at It or lose his crop. Al fruits
are llkewlse affected. Vegetables, too,
are prey of the creeping and erawling
destroyers. Even the potato—the
lowly, humble potato, food of poor and
rich—Is threatened by bacterla. Years
ago, when we knew not of bacteria or
germ, we blamed the moon for belng
dark at planting time. Where will be
the end, none can say. It may be in
time the race will be affected. Then
will come lime-sulphur for the parents
and Bordeaux for the offspring, and a
new Jeremiah give volce to lamenta-
tions. Pending all this and the news
from Chlicage and Baltimore, let us
spray.

Why, the idea! Bruce Dennis and
Dr. Coe having thelr pictures taken
with Ormsby McHarg! Is not Ormsby
McHarg the emissary sent to Oregon
by the bosses four years ago to break
down Statement One? Are not Dennls
and Coe representatives of an emancl.
pated people? Ars thev not products
of the people’s rule exercised through
a preferential primary safeguarded
{rom machine corruption by propor-
tional voting? And now for them to
consort with McHarg! Horrible!

Nohody need be pessimistic over the
year's potato crop. That It will be
large, owing to Increased acreage and
favorable conditions, i{s certain. Yet
theres never will be a time when the
Oregon potato is too cheap to return a
profit on labor and expense. The qual-
ity is a big faotor. r

The statement of one of Roosevell's
lleutenants that the Colone] is ahsolute
boss does not agree with the actlon of
soma of his managers In trying to sup-
press the apeech In which he hinted at
a bolt. There seems o be mutiny in
the ranks.

Payne s well qualified to discuse
chaos, for he is an expert in producing
it. The tar!ff which bears his name
had more to do with producing the
present political chaos than any other
single cause.

Geat the battleship Oregon for Elks
week. Listen not to excuse or evaslon
—bring her to Portland., This state is
proud of her and hundreds of thou-
sands will delight to do her honor,

Evervbody iIs weary of the mislead-
Ing mathematica by which Dixon and
McKinley each elects his man, and
yearng for the ballot, which alane s
unerring.

Men and women of the "50s have the
right of way, with those of the '40s in
the place of honor. The dates of their
arrival were great days for the Oregon
country.

Scotty’s own confession reduces him
from the rank of the most spectacular
of spendthrifts to that of sandwich
man for J. Rulus Wallingfom'ds.

People who wonder why vessels col-
lide on the brond sea will be lost in
contemplation of the collislon of bi-
planes over France yesterday.

The marriage of a Pittsburg heiress
1o a Saxon nobleman is heralded as a
true love match. Nobleman's love of
‘money, perhaps. 1

The free employment buresu is out
of politics while changing horses.

Cut your weeds before the officer

Marie Flynn, the little prima donna
who wvisited us this season as Yvette
in “Madame Bharry.” {s to ba billed as
‘the sacond Edna May. She iz little
known In the East and her new man-
ager, George W. Ledersr, l& resting
great hopes on her appearance at the
premior of "The Charity L" a new
musical comedy. It tormerly
known as “The Clairvoyant,” with Ed-
ward Peple as the author and the scors
by Victor Holu_end.es. -

Mabel Hite, whose serious iliness is
recorded in the dally papers, has &
great following of admirers In Port-
iand, where she has sppeared on the
Orpheum elrguit with her huaband,
Mike Donlln. Until her recent Hiness
she has been in vaudeville at the Al-
hambra Theater In New York. DMiss
Hife has not been well for several
weeks and has fulfilled her vaudevllle
engagements egainst the advice of her
physicians. On several occasions she
has collapged upon leaving the stage,
and it was-omnly by¥ the exercise of
great will power that she appearsd last
weelk at the Colonial. When her com-
pany assembled at the Alhambra last
Monday afterncon they weare notified
thut Miss Hite was confined to her
bed. The aggregation of ‘elowns" re-
mained on the bill, however, presenting
their singing u}d d.am:lug numbers,

Charles Yule, who was a membar of
Max Flgman's company at the Helllx
last Summer, 1s seriously ill In San
Joze with hlam!. pai-on.lng. -

One #scenta & press agent in the
stories that have been In elrculation
relatlve to the dlsappearance of May
Yohe, for now comes the announce-
ment of her engegement at Hammer-
stein’s Roof Garden.

The typewrltten paragraph that
contalns this news states that Miss
Yohe's dlsappearance was "sensational"
and that the entire country was agi-
tated theéreby. The “entire country”
in this Instance presumably means
Oscar Hammersteln and his boy press
agent, Loney Haskell

At any rate, Miss Yohe will oblige
next Monday. She will render two
songs, and, according to the gentle-
manly press representative, “do a mon-
ologus dealing with the nuptial afTalrs
of her former husbands, Lord Francls
Hope and Putnam- Bradiee Strong.”

Loney Haskell, by the way, is the
same dreary monologist who enter-
tains (?) us annually via wvaudeville.
Naturally, we feel a bit interested In
gll he writes about May Yohe, as she
resided in this city for a year and Is
one of Portland's own, as It were, That
is, If by any chance she makes good
at Hammerstein's. If she doesn't—well,
she 1s just May tha .mln.

-

Frank A. Tilden, who has been out
hers once each seazson with ons pro-
duction or another, comas to the Hel-
llg tonlght in *The Real Thing” with
Henrietta Orogman, who makes her
first visit slnce the one two years ago
in Percy Mackays's comedy "“Anti-
Matrimony.” 3

Flve vaudevillists In Portland this
weelk are paying thelr first wvixit to
the city since 1888, when they appeared
hers as ciildren In a bicycle act, They
are the mémbers of the famlly ‘of sight

the Oppheum in a musical act. Be-
fore coming to Portland In 1838 the
Elllott chlldren were featured with P.
T. Barnum’s circus and thelr tour west
was delayed by a sult filled sgainst
Barnum, who was accused of “cruelty
to children” by presenting the younsg-
sters In thelr bieycle turn. Barnum
was acquitted after the children per-
formed before m committee df phy-
giciana nnd teachers, who decided the
circus act of the boy and girl per-
formers was healthfu! exarclse. Later,
the ElMotts came to Portland for an
engegement at John Cort's Stundard
Theater at First and Madison striets
Bieyoles were dropped 1¥ years sgo by
the Elllotts for their present wvaude-
ville musioal act. Mrs. James Elllott
and Mrs, Tom Elllott then jolned the
performers, and Violet, the youngest
girl of the famlily, aizo takes part. Mrs.
Margarst Elllott, stepmother of the
famlily, is manageress of the act and
helps to tend “props” behind the
scenes. Bhe has presided over the cir-
cus and thestrical career of the Elllott
family from the time of its first ap-
pearancs befors the pufllc.
- .

Speaking of Misg Countess, the hus-
band and buslness manager of that
indy hms arrived and has taken hls of-
flce at the Helllg, preparatory to the
coming of the stock company July 18,
which Miss Countess opens in “The
Thief” =

Rumor says Jack Barrymora will be
the successor of Lewls Stone In the
Belasco stock &t Los Angeles. F

- . -

Theodore Roberts has closed” his Or-
pheum time in “The Sheriff of Shasta™
and gone to Catalina for a vacatlon.

- L] Ll

Here Is a good one on Billy Dills
Billy, as sveryone knows, Is an actor
and member of Baker Stock Company.
In facl, he has been A member of Ba-
ker Stock Company ever since there
has been one, and the only present
member who was in the very first com-
pany George L. Baker ever organized.
As 2 "make-up” artist Billy has quite
a record, and that it Is not & vain glory
is proved by the following Inecldent.
During the evening parades last week
the purtain did not go up uyntil after
the parades had passed, but In order
to be ready Immedlately the company
members were oblized to have their
“make-ups” on, and in these they stole
into gecluded places and wntched tha
parades, Now Billy Dills and his wife
reside In a nearby fam!ly hotel kept by
a very fine old Southern couple. The
windows of the DIllx’ apartments over-
look the street, so Billy hit upon the
{dea of getting all ready to play his
role of the wvillain in “Wildfire” and
then aslipping over when no ona wis
looking and watching the parade with
his wife from the window. As he
passed through the hall the host spled
him and glared susplciously, but Bill,
uncenscious of his changed appearance,
mide some alleged funny remark and
went upsialrs, Footsteps followed him,
but he did not look around. When he
entered the room, the steps stopped
just outside the door. “Someone’s fol-
lowlng me,” said Bill. “Who?" asked
Mrs. Dills. "1 don't know—open the
door_ suddenly and cateh him.” Mrs
Dilts" dld 8o and there stood the host
and the look !m his eyes cannot be de-
soribed fn cold type. Burprize and an-
ger predominated, but evidently not
wishing to create a disturbance, he
turpned and left, and still the Dilis
were not “wise.” After the parade they
went downstairs to the office. Here
the frost amounted to & regular siiver
thaw and Mrs. Dills’ cheerful greetings
and praise ob the electric parade were
met with cold and ominous silence, The
oid man was writing at the desk and
never looked up, evidently intent upon
getting his lterary achlevement fin-
nished Immediatelq. Suddenly he
started to hand Mrs, Dills the paper,
whean a chance remark caused Billy to
tumble to the eause of the whole af-
falr—his landlord thought he was
what he had made himself up to repre.
sent in the play—a deep, double-dyed
villain—and that during the real Bill's
absence at the theater, his wife was
watching the parade from her window
with a gay Lothario. The paper, which
waa Mrs, DIlls’ notice to leave the
hotel, was quickly erompled op in the
host's hend and he made & slide for the
door and disappeared, foliowed by a
chorus of laughter in which even the

Hillott Savonas, now on the boards at

BEND, Or., June 17.—(Tp the Edai-
tor.)—In 1896 we had Bryan and free
sllver, and It was surprising to ase
how near it ‘came to carrylng the day.
The only thing that saved the country
was the length of time batween the
nomination ang the election, The Greaz
Moses of the people first jumped at the
free sllver proposition as the only sal-
vation (and eur Democratic friends tou
this day biame Cleveland for disrupt-
ing the party. by keeplng on a gold
basis), but the factg were, the more
the peopls studied the sliver question
the more they become convinced that
we must have 4 atandard of money and
that gold, which At that time was
worth, builion value, sllver 4fic to gold
100e. Agsln in 1804, our friend, W, J.
Bryan, was our standard-bearer on the
Democrgtic slde. He had forgot all
about the sgilver bugaboo—It was im-
perialism Instead. He did mention the
fact that owing to the production of
gold In Alaska the money question wis
no longer an {ssue. But did the Amer-
lcan people balleve this, when the plain
facts were that we, as a Natlon, had
borrowed the gold from the forelgn na-
tiena and they,.durlng the Claveland
edministration, fearful that we weoere
Eving to pay them back in silver dol-
iars worth 48¢c, were anxious. Bo In
1896, after McKinley's election, our for-
elgn [rlends saw that we, as a Natlon,
were honest after &ll, and they dld not
want any more of thelr gold, but wers
ready to lonn It back to us. How goon
times changed for the better! And
after Bryan's defeat in 19300 you heard
nothing of imperiallsm. It lopks as
though the Demecratlc party wanted
only to be on the wrong slde of every
question and that fa the case to this
dey. 1 have watched them closely, for
the Bilble ‘says, "Read all and hold fast
to. that which Is good,” und 1 have
carefully rsad all stdes, but am all at
sefl for that which |s good.

Now, after 12 years of prosperity, we
are opn the edge of despair. The coun-
try has grown and prospered.” We have
trusts galore. The rallroads ‘have con-
solidated into great systems. We have
the Interstate Commerce Comnmssion,
the referendum, the direct primfry, the
racall eof judges and the Lord only
hknowg what next. But are we any bet-
ter off now than in the old times? Have
we got better men in our public offices
than in the good old days when we had
state conventions? You know, in thosa
days If the conventions did not put up
good, clean men, they stood no show
of election, for the dear people had &
chance at them at the polls, snd they
generslly used It

Now, what bothers me more than
anything else {a tha direct primary. Ia
it good or bad? Ddeg It represent the
people?

Let us take our own state, for in-
stance. We hold primaries on the 15th
of April. Wa have got to register that
we are elther Democrat or Republican,
and & seemy there are a good many
more Rapublicans than Damoorats voto
at the primaries. But when the No+#
vember election comes around we seam
to have elected & Democratic Governor,
and we have one Damocratic Senator In
a-state that Is Republican by 35,000 to
40,000 majority. Now, why Is this? 1Is
t%tha plain facts that our Demo-
cral brathren vote the Republican
tickegt et the primaries to help the RHe-
pubi¥eEns nominate thelr weakest man,
20 he can easlly be beaten at the polls.
I know of several Instunces here In
thif little city that Democrats voted
for T. R. delegates, but sald they would
not vote for Mr. Roosevelt in Novem-
ber; even If he were nominated. If
that is the case here, would it not be
the case all over the state? And then
egaln, what about the 40 per cent or
over that did not vote at the primaries?
They generally vote at the November
elections.

How will they vote? Doas the pri-
mary glve the correct will of the peo-
ple, any more than the old-time con-
ventlons? Den’t the politiclans all
appear at the primaries the same as at
the conventions, and do the piain peo-
ple take any more Interast in the pri-
maries than in the old conventlon days?Y
These nre the questions I would llke
to know, A. H  BLACK.

_— =
DEFENSE OF MEDICAL LEAGUE

Exponent Denles That Organizatioa Is
Opponed to Progreas.

PORTLAND, June 15.—(To the Edi-
tor.}—In an editorial this morning you
say that the League for Medical Free-
dom I= opposed to the progress of
scientific madicine. May I ask for
space to comment upon the leagus and
that for which it stands?

Advoeating freedom to choose n
system or school of healing does not
necessarily mean opposition to pro-
grass. The lsague ls opposed to and le
fighting what? A medical trust which
would force upon the people through
the power of the Government the sc-
ceptance of @ special school of medi-
cine—namely the allopathic school. It
must not be thought by this that the
lasague js Aghting the allopathle school
—it is not. Medicine is not an exact
and finished sclence such as mathema-
tles, and while the league admits the
excellence and worth of the splendid
doetors of the allopathic school |t
simply reallzes that thla school has
not the whole of sclence. The estublish-
ment ‘cf & Natlonal health department
would force upon the Amserican people
the acceptance of this one schaool of
medicine only. And not only that but
would in a short time corrupt what Is
now the moblest of professions by
mixing It with our National politics
There (s no place in politlee or In
Government control for mediclne or
religion, both of which mukt remaln
free from compulsion. No matter how
much the adherents of & special schoo!
of healing claim forsthelr system, it Is
the right of svery free-born Amarican
to choose for himself the remedy he

prefers, whether It- be allopathy,
homeopathy, osteopathy or any other
systeam. Neithar the jeague nor ANy

member of It opposes sanitation, quar-
antine or pure food laws, but they do
most emphatically oppose the creation
of a medleal trust which under the
gulse of concern for the publi¢ health
would use the protection of the Govern-
ment to suppress .every system of
heallng but one, thus denying to the
indlividual the right of perlom!] icholee.

s B G

—_————

Home-Promoter's Breathing Spell
Washington (D. C.) Star.

Frederick Townsend Martin, apropos
of the extravagance of the idle $ioh.
sald at a dinner: e

“I hear of a case In point. Tha wife
of en overworked promoter said gt
oreakfast:

Wi Lyou post this letter. for e,
dear? It's to the furrler, countermard-
ing my order for that §800 sable gnd
ermine stole. You'll be sure to remaein~
ber?

“The tired eyes of the harassed,
happy promoter lt up with Joy. He
seized a skipping rope that lay with
a heap of dolis and toys In a cornper,
and, going to his wife, sald:

“'Here, tie my right hand to my left
foot, so 1 won't forget' "™

Information About Comvention.

PORTLAND, June 18—(To the Edi-
tor.)—In view of the fact of the present
widespread interest in the convention,
can you enlighten some of us on ger-
tain points regarding thls body?

1. Is the conventian an official body
elected under set rules and procedure
specified by the Government?

2. Is the convention merely a party
affafr and only officlal within the

the Constitution of the United States?
Thanking you In anticipation of your

services in informing us on this matter.

i. No. 3, Yes. T!lu..‘

8. Are conventions provided for in|¥

Aloysius Is Graduated

By Dean Collins,

Aloystus had dome his High BSchool
course;

Commencement day approached, when
he was siated

To stand among his fellows and re-
ceive

The shespskin, showing he had grade

uated;

And one bright eve, Aloyveius sald to
me:

“T shall read my eoration unto thee.™

“What 1s its theme.' 1 asked, with
patlent grace,

Quoth he: “It ia ‘The Saving of tha
Race' "

Filled with the knowledge of the things
he knew,
Aloysiug read on: told I!n detail,
Wherein the universe had run away,
And where the ghip of stale had
ripped a sall
Much marvelled I that one so young

as he
Could dope things out, as he doped out
to me
The situation, and 1 gaid: “Forsooth,
Our high schools are a great thing for

our youth.,”
Haviufj r;nrtru’ed. in gloomy huss and
nts,
A pleture of tha times, all out of
Joint,
And hlvl]ng harrowed up my deepest
soul,
Aloysiug came right down to thae
polnt, ’
And deftly showed how he would go
about
The lightsomes task of straightaning
things out;
Then showed a vision of the race and
nation -
'Neath the bright sun of full regene

aration.

“Gadzooks!" 1 cried, amased. and liksa
wise, “Zounds!
Aloysius, those are hefty words you

write.

Ne'sr did T dream a high school course
could turn

Out such a seer, 1 almost fesl I

might

Wisely myself, take thelr tuition now,

Seeking 1f, in thair course, I might
learn how,

Mayhap a man might figure out a way
Of elnching for himself thres meals
a day.
“Aloysiug, thou hast doped some
weighty dope
About the fixing of the Nation's illa,

O'er which our wild convention riots
rise, |

And the stald Senate passéth ascts
and bills |

Go then. Aloysius, to Chicago, note
How statesmen puxzle o'er convention

vote;
Read thine aration then. "tis not sure
prising
If even thou might do soma slight res
vising."

—Dean Collins, Portland, June 19.

Half a Ceatury Ago

From The Oregonian of Juns 20, 1862

We conversed yesterday with =
ecouple of gentiemen just returned from
Salmon River, who stated that they left
New York Clty on March 1 last, came
by way of Ban Franelsco, went up to
Florenca Cfty, took each a claim and
commendad work in slght feet of snows;
washed out the principal peortion of
their claims, selling out the remalndar,
and are now thus far on their way
bavk home, apparently satisfied with
their trip.

The Indlan appropriation bill passed
by the Senate appropriates 376,000 to
pay the cost of removing the Indians
of Callfornia to two reservations, On
motion of Mr. Nesmith an appropria-
tlon of $50,000 was passed for the ne-
gotiation of a treaty with the Neaa
Perces Indians of Oragon and Wash-
Ington Territory for the relingquish=
ment of a portion or all of thelr pres-
ent reservatinn or Ita excimange for
other lands. Mr. Nesmith stated that
there were at least 10,000 gold hunte
ers now on this resservation.

The Rev. F. Starr King bas an-
nounced his Intention to visit Portland
and other places of importance on this
upper coast on & lecturing tour.

Mr. H. Bannett has been confirmed
Unlted States Marshal for Oregon by
the United Btates Benate.

Tt Ia with unfeigned pleasure that we
announce the welcome fact that the
river is falling, the waters having re-
eededd thres Inchea since day before
yesterday at noon.

Mr. C. C. Perry, proprietor and delin- |
eitor of “Gropins’ Mammoth Panorama
of the Tour of Europe" Informs us |
that he Intends exhibiting this mag-
niticent work of art to the citizens
of Portland for a few eveninga,

Indian troubles in Humboldt—On the
7th inet. a party of 76 Indlans attacked
Daby's at the crossing of Mad River,
near Arcata. The Inmates, seven in
number, were at supper. They rushed
for tha river and crossad amld a
shower of bullets and were obliged to
separate in the woods, Mr. Daby
reached Arcata and returned with ae-
sistance. They found Mrs, Daby badly |
wounded in one arm, her child In the
other. The Indlans took her finger
and ear-rings and_ demanded money.
One man was killed and Mr. Daby and
two soldiers wounded. Two houses
wore burned and a packtraln rTobbed.

——

GAS VICTIM HAD WEAK HEART

Doctor Says Modern Methoda Were
Applied in Newberg Case.

NEWEBERG, Or, June 17.—(To ths
Bditor,)—Concerning the case of F. G
Randall, who was asphyxiated in a well |
near Newberg last Tuesday, permit me |
to make the following statemeént:

I was summoned to the scene of mno- |
cldent (10 miles northwest of Newberg) |
over & phone two miles distance from
the place of accident. Hence, I reachsd
the man about one hour after the accls
dent oocurred, having given instruc-
tlons over phone for artificlal respira=
tion, hot packs, fresh alr, ete. Upon
my arrival I found that all first aids
had been oarried out by friends of the
unfortunste man, who, however, had
had o wenk rheumatio hesart for two
yeurs past.

I wish here ta siate, In regard to
modsern metheds belng npplled, that in
#pite of the rarity of avallable oxygen
in rural districts, & 10-gallon pure {
oxygen tank was at hand and used, |
together with artificlal respiration, sa- |
line Infusions, various heart and respi- |:
ratory stimulants, but all methods
fajled after slx houra' contlpuous res- '!
torative effortsy had been spant

Death was due to gas degeneration
of the blood and paralysis of a weak
heart. Considerable polsoned water
was drawn Into the lungs from lying
tace downward for 30 minutes In water
at the bottom of the well,

1 feel that ‘this explanation should
be made, In view of speculation as to
whether modern methods were applled
to resuscitate Mr. Randall.

L. B. DOOLITTLE, M. D.

The Cooling of Young Love.
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

“Darling, do you really love maT™
breathed ths lover.

*] do—have I not sworn it many &
time?" sighed the loveress,

“You have—but do you?™

“Why do you ask? What have J
done to make you doubt 't™

“Ha, glrl! 1 saw you—T caught
og—"

“What did you ses, love? Speak!”
“When I came in, I saw.you setting
the clock nn hour forward!™

She could not deny it. Her affection
was not boreproof. This was the ba- |

ginning of the end. !




