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THE MEANING OF MARYLAND'S VOTE.

The result of the Presidential pri-
mary in Maryiand sugze«ts not only
the probability but the desire of many
the Natiopal con-
ventlon deadlocked between Tullt
and Roosevell The two candidates
have so far developad abomt equal
strength In the Republican and doubt-
ful states. -Tuft is strong in New Eng-
land and New York, his real strength
in Massachusetts having been con-
cealed to some extont by the partici-
patlon of Democrats and Soclallsix In
the Republican primaries for the pur-
pose of voting for Roosaveil and ag-
gravating Republican dissension in
Michigan, Indlana and Iowa Tafl hus
ihe majority of the delegates

Roosevelt, on Lhe. other hand, s
much stronger in the West and may
carry the majority of the Middle West-
ern States. The South ls controlled by
the man in office, but will be apt to
swing to the man with the big battale
ions from the North. The Ohlo pri-
sries on May 21 will deolde who that
man shall be. Should Roosevelt 'win,
Taft's weakness in his" own state may
be fatal to this hopos. Should Tait
win, it will enable him to hold the bal-
ance more than even with Roosevelt
in the North, will strengthen his grip
ar the Bouth and en the uninstracted
Northern delegates who prefer him
and will give him power to Torce his
nomination.

But the great mass of Republican
voters s moere Interested In Republi-
-an success than in scoring a personal
triumph for elther Taft or Roossvelt
at the convention. These men foresce
that such a triumph for either man
would be won atl the expense of so
great & defection in November ua to
render Republican defeat certain, In
such clreumstances the sole Repabli-
be a mortal blunder

Republicans that

be

can hope would
by the Democrats. It would be the
height of folly to presume on their

committting such a blunder.

Men whose first desire is 1o enter
the campalgn with a united Republi-
can party as a first essential to victory
therefore desire that nelther Taft nor
Roosevelt enter the convention with a
sure majority of the delegates . They
desire rather to hold the forces of the
two men about even, but well short of
a majority. Out of the resuiting dead.
jock they hope to bring the nomina-
tion of m compromise candldate who
can unite the factions, command the
loyal support of both and end & situa-

tion fragght with Imminent peril to
the unity of the party, As an ald in
bringing about this outcome, they

count on the fuct that what both Taft
and Rooseveltl sach desires most, next
to vietory, is defeat of the other. 1In
the last analysis they count on that
fundamental loyalty to party which
should prompt both the rivals to sac-
rifice personal ambition to party
Flilanl ' N

The triumph of Republican princi-
ples = bound up In the personal suce
cesa of Ao one man, no matter how
great his ability or how numarous and
devoted his admirers. When a man's
ambition can be gratified only at the
exponse of his party, It behooves him
to sacrifice personal triumph for the
sake of the greater triumph which his
party will thereby gain.

ANOTHER BLOW TO RECIFROCITY.

The correspondence between Presi-
dent Taft and Colonel Roasevelt on the
subject of reciprocity with Canada,
tike Speaker Clark’s Pole-to-Panams
speoch, betrays Ignorance of, or indif-
ference to Canadian opiuion and senti.
ment. The publication of the corre-
spondance has served only to strength.
en Canadian prejudice against closer
commercial relations with the United
States. The quarrel betwoen Taft and
Roosevelt has therefore injured not
only both parties to it, but the Na-
tional Interests alike of the United
Btates and of Canada,

Had the President been aware of
Canadian sensitiveness on the subject
of national Independence, he would
never have viewed the subject of reci-
procity in such a light as to write, even
in & private letter, that It would make
Canada an adjunct to the United
States. Ha would never have sald that
Canada had come to the parting of
the ways. Had Roosevelt known the
state of Canadlan sentiment, he would
pevar have approved of Taft's senti-
ments. Had Clark known, he would
never have made that flamboyant
speech,

Canada had so long begged for recl-
procity that our statesmen rashly as-
sumed that she would grasp it as ea~
gerly in 1811 as she would have
grasped It twenty years ago. But many
things have happened In Canada dur-
ing those twenty years. The move-
ment for reciprocity having met with
po response in the United States, Can.
sda =2t to work tg develop her com-
merce without regard to the United
Btates. By preferential tariffs on im-
ports from Great Britain and the colo-
nies and by recliprocity treaties with
other nations, Canada worked out her
commercial Independence of tha
United States. The national apirit
was thus quickened and Canadian pa-
triotism and joyaity to the mother
country ware strengthened by the par-
ticipation of Canadian troops In thé
EBoer war and by the ssveral imperial
conferences. Had our consuls In Can.
adu kept the Government informed of
the change thus wrought in the Cana-
dian attitude towards the United States
we should not have assumed that any
reciprocity agreement satisfactory to
us would be welcome to Canada. Thus
forawarned, Taft and Clark would not
have fanned Canadlan nationalism to
a fame which shriveled up the
ment o a moment. Taft would not
then have pursued such a traln of

thought that, even in a personal let- | for them as it is to hope, by bullding and weste what others have produced |

\

ter, he would have spoken of Canada’s
becoming an adjunct to the United
States.

The publication of the Taft-Roose-
velt correspondence. which formed the
subject of discassion In the BEritish
Parliament. came at an opportune time
tfor the Canadian Conmervatives. Recl.
procity sentiment had revived In the
prairie provinces to so great n degree
as to alarm the Torles of Eastern Can-
adn. The “adiunct™ letter s splendid
ammunltion for the Torles. It prompits
the Torontoe Mall and Empire to hint
that letters of like Import may have
passed between Tuft and Laurier and
may yoi come out during the Presi-
dential campaign

Proapects of reciprocity
put far in the future.
not liksly to come to the front agaln
until opinton north of the border has
undergone a radical change. When
that time comes, the first step will be
taken by Canada, for the United States
can get along bottar without reciproe-
Ity than ¢can Canada_

have hean

(ONSTRUCTIVE PLANS NEFEDED

Mr. U'Ren finds fault with some
fentures of the Oregon system, and
Mr.

nothing is done to correct them.
Fulton finds fault with certain features
of the Oregon system, and nothing is
done to correct them. Everybody finds
fault apd nobody Is able to sSUgEest &
remedy that anybody eilxe will accepil.

Mr. U"Ren, of course, approves the
Oregon system In the maln, for It Is
largely the more or jeas perfect prod-
uet of his constructive genius. He can-
not be expected to disown his own
child, though he might, If he desired,
find distinguished precedent |n current
political history for that course. But
he i willing to have the manners and
methods of the young governmental
prodigy improved. They need It, In
some particulars

The cumbersome ballot, the volun-
teer candidacies of to0 many undesira.
bles, the free registration of one party
for the primary of the other, the abuse
of petition-chasing, the indiscriminate
use of the inltiative—all are evils that
should be corrected. All agrea that
they should be corrected. B8Since the

mitted. what stands in the wuy?

The Oregon system ls nog in the bal-
snces. It Ix here to stay. The people
rule, for they are determined to rule.
They rule in Oregon through the Ore-
gon system, and they have no wish or
desire or purposs to go back old
methods,

The time has gons by when any sug-
gestion for the more satisfactory work-
ing of the Oregon system should be re-
sented as an impertinence., or as the
hostile and meddling Interference of
fts enemies Every proposal should be
caonsidered on Its merits,

L4t os have, from Mr. T"Rean, a prac-
ticable plan to put an end to frauds in
petition-making. That will be « good
beginning.

AS TO YLAX CULTURE.

Intermitiently for many years the
farmers of this state have been urged
to add flaxgrowing to thelr endesavor,
as a sort of by-product of thelr flelds,
a filling-in crop, ao to speak, which can
be planted, harvested and cured be-
tween seasoms. The Iate Mms. J. C.
Card, a prominent worker in the State
Hortlcaltural Soclety, tagether with
Mrs. W, P, Lord, at that time of Balem.
worked indusgriously in
culture In the Willametia and Lower
Columbia Valleys and by .complling
statistics, exhibiting * Rpecimens orf
home-grown flax and printing and cir-
culating directions in regard to Its cul-
ture, succeeded In creating quite an
interest in the Industry.

It was proved beyond a doubt that
fiber flax, not sxceeded in length and
fineness, evenness and strength of tis-
sue, could be grown In certaln sections
of Oregon in which iis culture, through
careful test had besan recommended.
Yet, owing irst to the absance of linen
manufactories and again to the fact
that our farmers were whelly unused
to and unsequalnted with fiax culture
and care of the product, nothing came
of the agitation for flaxgrowing at that
time.

For many years, even antedating
this effort, flax of the coarser fiber
had been grown, to a considerable ex-
tent, chiefly for the peed, In some of
the Valley counties, and [t has con-
tinged to be so Erown to & greater or
less extent, but the fine possibilities
of fiax culture in the state have never
been develaped. Nor will they be until
somae assyrance of & steady and grow-
Ing home market s made. The pros-
pect for this is sald to be good at pres-
ent. When it materiallzes, or upon as=s
sured promiss that it will materialize,
the mattar of growing fiber flax In
Oregon will recelve the attention that
it merits. The state and Federal ex-
periment statlions will not fall In thelr
duty. In_regard to sending out, upon
application, all the Instructions neces-
sary to enable Intelligent farmers to
add s Nax field te thelr crop area as
soon as a hoame market for the product
is assured. In point of fact, it does
not require more skill to raise finx
thiun it does to ralse onlons. The only
requisite where conditions of sofl and
location are right Is the knowing how
and acting upon that knowledge with
the necessary persistence and intel-
ligence.

A ROPELESS TASH.

It is, unfortunately, at times neces-
sary for the c<ity to tax itsell to pro-
vide work for the unemployed who
cannot compass this end for them-
selves and whom stress of Winter finds
destitute. This response of the city to
a hitter nesad !», under proper restric-
tion and supervision, applauded,
When, however, It comes to levylng a
tax upon thrift to provide amusements
for those who desire to play, the ne-
cessity of the expenditure ls not appar-
ent.

This stutement does not, of course,
epply to what may be called the lungs
; of the city—the public parks, with
their beautiful shrubbery and flowers,
thelr fine walks and drives, their cool
fountalns and grand natural! beauties,
all. of which invite to recreatign and
repose. But when it comes to provid-
ing public dancehalls and games and
| similar things In erder to diversify the

amupsements of people who enjoy such
| things exclusively It would seem to be
a work of supererogation. As well for
the churches to devise plans for forcie
| ble baptism and the taking of the sac.
rament in the pame of religion, as for
| & community to attempt to force peo-
r pla who find thelr enjoyment in public
! dancehalls and Sunday revelries of
| various kinds to accept carefully super.
vised amusements In the name of mor.
ality. Whater doea not more persistent.
| 1y seek Ita level than does the human
mind when out for “amusement.” This
being trus. It ls as futlle to provides
decorous places of amusement and to
expect all who ars out In quest of what
they call "pleasurs™ to attend them
and be satisfied with what {s provided

!

The subject s |

need of improvement i universally ad- 1

hehalfl of flax (

! plenty of churches and making all wel-
come 10 seats therein, to compel or in-
duce universal attendance upon what
is termed *divine worzhip.”

Polies supervision over Sunday
dancehalls and amusement parks Is
mecsssary, but po power, poilco, moral
or ecclesiastical, can make the multl-
tude of amusement seckers enjoy
things that are not to thelr Hking, nor
of thelr own choosing. In polntof fact,
|¢-vor,\-lmﬁ}- objects to having his amuse-
| ments and recreationx cul dried and
presented to him and the effort to in-
duce him to accept them and be con-
tent Is mone the less futile because it
i* made with the best possiblée inten-
itl-‘»m. The task |8 hopeless.

CHANCE JFOEB AN EXPFERIMENT.

Governor West's efforts to farce an
era of reform upon the penitentiary
have now resulted In the dlsmissal of
Superintendent James and Dr. Byrd,
and the discharge of many other em-
ploves Why does not the Govarnor
| extond his “honor™ policy =0 as 1o cut
l.--!r nll of the pald employes and place
the Institution in sole charge of the
convicts?

It Is hinted that the bookkeeper will
| he dismissed, nnd that W, Cooper Mor-
| ris will take his place. Instead of al-
| Jowing Morris to dally with the books,

why not put him in charge of the
finances? Perhaps In that way the
funds available for the muaintenance of
the prison would prove sufficient
| No doubtl there are many men serv-
i ing time thers who would be glad to
| take the place of Buperintendent
James, Dr. Byrd and Parole Officer
| Bauer, Carrie Kurtz might make an
efficient matron. As to o head farmer,
thers are maay farmers “visiting”
| there, and there are surely many come-
petent engineers to take the place of
| the supervising engineer dlsmissed.

1 The Governor hax wanted to start a
| prison policy that would be the wonder
| of the world. Here now |z his golden
I'--rrmrlnnu_\. Think wwhat = hit he
would make with the newspapers! Heo
wounld momnopolize the front pages of
| all the nawspapers in the country for
I days, perhaps weeks, to come

MRS, EDDY'S WILL.

The eonfirmation of Mrs, Eddy's will
by the New Hampshire Supreme Court
| places the sum of $2,000,000 at the dis-
posal of the Chrisuan Beience Church
in Boston., The court bases ita decree
on the distinction hetween n gifi to &
church and a charitable trust. It ap-
pears that, if the bequest had been a
gift to a church, it would have been
vold. As a charitable trust It stands
good in law. The distinotion s a fine
one, but the public is well used to halr-
spiitting by the courts and in this In-
stance it happens to woark for good,
The Christinn Sclentlsts know how to
malke excellent use of the funds which
are at their disposal and of any others
which they may happen to recelve.
Thelr work s, broadly speaking, for
the general welfare of the world. It
does not agree precissly swith the plans
and notions of some otherd, but that
1s of emall consequence. Happlly do-
ing good is capable of many variations.
It is an employmeant suffficiently flex.
ible to suit all sorts of tastes. The
taste of the Christian Sclentists is one
of the most useful and fertile there is.

We say it §s useful because of thae
excellont - results which have flowed
from It. There are thousands of per-

won# in this and other countries who
!u.-rlbo their restoration to health from
Glsepses of many varieties to Christian
Eefence. They may not diagnose their
cases with strict correctness and per-
haps other factors may now and then
have contributed to the cure But
what of it? Christian Sclence supplied
the spark to fire the traln which ended
in health, and therefore we must give
it the credit of the cure. The particu-
lar name of the disease is a trifle. The
main polint s that the person waa sick
in mind or body and now he is well
We say also thut Christian Sclence Is
“fertile.” because (ts seed Ideas are
spreading Into slmost every walk of
lite, The employer lg' using the “mind
cure” philosophy to get better resulls
from his workmen. The Young Men's
hristian Association appliee “mental
therapy™ to ald applicants in finding
jobs, or rather to thaelp them “sell
thelr ability.” The Y. M. C. A, salls
ability, it does not seek jobe. Thua
we {Ind Christian Belence permeating
the active world In all directlions., If
that does not constitute fertility for a
theory of Nfe, pray tell na what does?

THE FORTUNATE MHS. ASTOR,

Madeleine Talmadge Force Astor,
widow of the Iate Colone]l John Jacob,
finds herself in tolerably comfortable
cireumstances. To begin with, a set-
ttement was made upon her before the
wedding which she accepted in place
of her dower righte=. How much she
obtalned in thiz way nobody scems to
Enow very accurately, but it must have
been something lke $5000,000. Peo-
ple in the Astor walk of life are free
from some middle-class (luslons about
the marringe relation. A woman of
merely moderate means is likely to say
befors marriage that she trusts her
intendad husband enough to wish him
to have full charge of the famlly purse.
The conssquences of her undualified
confidence are sometimeas charming.
and somoetimes abominable. It all de-
pends on what kind of a husband the
trustful bride has obialned, and hus-
bands, as we all know, are, like prizes
in the lottery, seldom really worth
while. The bride In wealthy and aris-
tocratie circles permita herself no such
heautiful reliance upon the tricks of
fate and male petulance. There fa a
settloment before the ceremony which
meticulously provides for the wife's
income., The same practice has long
prevalled among the Britsh aristoc-
racy. In that country it Is only the
pensantry which casts the wife upon
the hushand's mercy for all the money
she gets, It |=s not out of place Lo re-
member in this connection that there
nre very few divorces In any part of
Great Eritaln. With these facts to
help them some readers may possibly
be able to deduce & connection between
our matrimonial recklesaness In money
matters and our overflowing divorce
courts.

Besides her opulent ante-nuptial set-
tlement Mrs. Force-Astor receives by
will the revenue from 35,000,000 more,
s0 that her income will be perhaps
$500,000 a year. The question what
ghe has ever done to earn this rich
reward from the producers of the
world comes obstinately inte one's
.mind. That her yearlsy half million
must be pald by the producers s of
course undeniable. If she should turn
her securities into cash and lock up
the proceads In a safety vaul, she
would draw no income. The wealth
| must be fertilized by the brains and
| muscles of actual workers before it can
generate more waalth. Mrs. Force As-
tor's part in the programme will be to
parade glorlously up and down the
world, radiant In her gems and silks,

by their toll. What has she ever dote
to sarn this privilege? Has she made
any invention which lightens the task
of feedlng and clothing the popula-
tian? Has she written a great book
or painted a noble pleture? Bhe has
done nothing of the sort. The only
title by which =he hold# the snormous
privilege she enjoya s thet of a sue-
cessful schemer. By her wiles she en-
snared the heart of John Jacob Astor
and won him to marry her. The re-
ward which soclety grants her for her
success in this ttie game seems dis-
proportionately large.

Had Mrs, Foree-Astor ever lifted one
of her lily fingers to create any frac-
tion, no matter how small, of the
wenlth which she wiil now spend upon
duxuriex, we shonld not grumble. Oup
complaint ls that she ha= dons noth-
ing to help on the work of the worid.
No thought, word or deed of hers has
ever contributed a solitary penny to
the vast hoard which she now owns,
Her posgession of {(t and the power
which it gives her form one of those
anomallex in the working of our social
system which (ntite men to ask ugly
auestions. Why should thls woman
have so much to reward her idleness
and Intrigue, while many a worthy
mun who tolls diligently ail his lifs to
feed wwife and children never can by
any effort get away from the ragged
edge of want? Why does society re-
ward wasteful !dleness so richly and
measure out the portion of honest toil
g0 stingily? 1s it right? When poor
men ask gqueostions of this sort, what
answer can be made? Who dares to
say that the distribution of the prod-
ucts of the world's work ls eguitable
as between Mrs, Force Astor and the
Italian who digs ditches In the streat?
Who can blame the navvy, U he finds
fault with the soclal system avhich de-
prives him of a large part of the fruit
of his labor to bestow it upon butter-
fliles and dronea?

The death of Captain W, 8 Bu-
chanan completes another page In
the history of local navigation. So

long ha= Captain Buchanan's name
been connected with the waterway
service of thia port that we had come
to think of him as an old man, whereas
he was hut 58 vears of age at the time
of his sndden death, an age at which,
as now reckoned, a sturdy, actlve man
iz scarcely berond the prime of fe.
His death concludes a life of many
useful, energetic vears. He ls kindly
remeémbered by a large circle of ac-
quaintances and tenderly mourned by
many relatives and friends

Bdward Robinson, of Spokane, com-
mitted contempt &f court by marrying
Ethel Irving thirteen days after he was
divorced from his former wife. Had
he walted six months, he might have
remarried with impuonity Az 1t Is, ha
must pav §100 fine. If he had chosen
to live with Ethel Irving for the re-
mainder of the =ix months, foregolng
the wmarriage ceramony, the court
would not have been ofertded. And
vot this would have been sinful, while
in hastening the cersmony he showed
respect for divine law Humnan and
divine law sometimes clash

The beauty of Spring sunshine is= al.
ways more or less insldious in the eyes
of the farmars along the Columbia
flat=. Too much sunshine may bring
4 flood down upon them from the
headwaters of the Columbin and Snake

ivers and inflict damage for which
pleasant wealher scems but poor com-
peusation. Thuy far the Weather Bu-
rean hns lssued no warnings about an
impending freshet, so We may assume
that there is ltile danger this S8pring.

The dootors, lawyers and politiciana
of Kansas are flocking into the woman
suffrage ranks, If reporis are true.
Something of the same sort Is golng on
in Oregon. There seems but little
gonse in denying the suffrage to women
lawvers and physiclans, as the men
seem to be aware. As for the politi-
cians, they sea which way the wind la
blowing and trim their salls accord-
ingly.

i

The water which is now drowning
hundrdds in the Lower Mississipp] Val-
ley could have been used to advantage
along the upper river during the com-
ing Summer. A flood s only avater In
the wrong place.

The hill requiring enough MUfeboats
and rafts on ocean liners to save aill
on board may increase the cost of Eu.
ropean trips, bot few will grudge the
cxtra price,

1

Arresl of female joyv riders and con-
sequent publication of names might
stop offense against decency, if the of-

fenders were not lost to all sanse of
shame.
Tha Oregon Lawmaker's plan of a

cabinet to advize the Governor Iy con-
siderable of a flea on the body politic.
The executive 1z above recelving ad-
vice,

The workmen's compensation act
passed by the Sepate is no small addi-
tion to the beneficent measures tp be
eredited to the Taft Administration.

Fallure to drag the Chieago print-
ors into the senseless strike of press-
men shows the Integrity of a body of
workers who ablde by agreements.

Adams, swho developed n new way
of getting rich quickly In the Seattle
asszay office, Is free after serving sevén
yedars at big . pay.

.

All parents know that chlidren eat
up money, but few of them have devel-
oped a tastp for it In the form of $200
drafts.

The ‘crease of the moon s not due
for a week, yet vesterday's weather
folt like corn planting time.

The District Afttorney scared the
Workingmen's PoMtical Club Into un-
covering its nakedness.

President Taft {s a man who can
brush aside trifles annoying and enjoy
& ball game,

H

The Chicago convention may be a
repetition of 1880, but who will be the
Garfleld?

It is “My Maryland”
mighty little unanimity.

but with

The lone antl-suffragist from New
York s a poor politician.

Local Prohibjtionists worked out the
usual Joke yesterday.

The Colts are prancing into popular
esteem.

What is the local Vies Commission
doing?

Astor tied a string to his widow, -
i ]
b

POPULAR WISHES MISCARRY.
Direct Primaries Ofien Give People Re-
verse of What They Want.

PORTLAND, May 7.—(To the Editor.)
—The best system of govermment oD
earth,” with Its base fixad on the Inlti-
ative, referendum, direct primaries and
recall, is supposed to get from the elec-
torate a fair and intelligent expreseion
of thelr will at the ballot box.

Just how the theory works out can
be discovered after the bullotE have
been counted =ucceeding any election
held under the systein. For instance,
at the rocent slectlon In Massachusetis
some £000 of the Repubilcans who oasl
their ballots for Taft for President
voted on the same ticket for delegates
pledged to cust thelr ballots In the con-
vention to further nomination of
toosevell.

In Portiapd we have at every primary
eloction the speotmcle of thousands of
Democrats voting for the nomination of
Republicans, At our last primary sev-
eral of the successful candidates were
forced upon us by this means,

At this msame election several
cinet commizteemen wore eleclod
three or four preécincis, and many of
those elected by the Democrats are
Republicans. Think of Dan MeAllen
baing voted for as a Democratie com-
mitteeman! And “Bill" Hanley, the
tepublican war horse of Harne ‘oun-
ty—aeveral voted for “Bill"

the

pres

s of
the guardians and guldes of the Demo-
criatic party in Portland. Perhaps Mr
Hanley (s about ms near & Democrsat
as D. M. Watson fs o Republican—and
a lot of Repablicans voted for Watson
&% & Republican committesman.

Why such miscarriages of the wishes
of the people? SEimply hecause, under
the direct primiry law as at present
written on our statute books, the voters
in large numbers do not know how Lo
prepara the ballots to express thelr

lshes, and never can learn, In wddi-
fon to this, the way lies open for
shrewd political manipulators «f one
party to force nominations on another
party.

The friends of the *“new-thought”
system will say that the casting of tha
ballots mentioned were in the way of
jokes. What & lot of Jjokers there
must ba In Massachusetts Six thou-
sand meén went to the palls evidently
for the express purpose of dolng all
in thelr power towards the nominition

as

of Taft—yst cast thelr ballots for
Roosevelt delegates. Quite a Joke—on
the law.

At our own election lnst month how
many of tha Republican vot in Port-
Isnd voted intelllgently for assembiy-
men? Nat one in a hundred. Not one
in 50 knew 12 of the men whose names
wore on the tloket, names sced
by the candidates themselves, office
seakers who stood for nothing but their
desire for office. Nobody stood =ponser
for them, nobody suggested that they
ghould become candidites. If eéven i
small minority of the voters had been
consulied as to what names should ap-
pear om the ballots, perhaps nine-
tenths of those that did appear would
have bean eoliminated.

Theoretically the primary Iow
Oregon, and presumably that of Massa-
chusatts, i just the thing, But In
practice these laws produce strange
results and foist vpon u= a lot of
office-sseking cundidates who are not
the cholce of the voters, and eliminats
the retiring but capable men who will
not force themselves Into a scramble
for office., and for whom therc is no
concert of nction to bring to the front

A JONAS BENNETT.
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RELIGIOUS TEACHING IN SCHOOL

Writer Approves of Moral Insirnetion
Witheut Heference to Doctrines,

PORTLAND, May 6.—{To the Editor.)
—The subjoct of tsaching morals and
rellglon In schools is one wherain many
will differ, probably not as o teaching
morality, but wheaen religion is Ineluded
the writer is "opposed, as It s contrary
to tha spirit of tha Constitation.

The human mind is prone to
almost any bellaf, right or wrong, If
followed in a strain—one-sidedly or
blindly, as It were, It 1ls these “one-
sided" zealots that ever and anon pour
out thelr effluent enthusiasm on thoss
that differ with them.

The writer has known many people,
very devoutl and sincere In thelr ballels

follow

who were In direct opposition to each
other. Whieh were right? Probably
neither. What Is 1l L, Betwaop man

and man, what | human, can be taught
without reference to docirine of bellef.
It seems here I8 where some full
broad-mindedness and se¢e only ona zlde
—thelr =sida. AJl othery seem wrong to
them. The thought that perhaps they
are wrong does not enter thelir mind.
The writer strongly advocates the
tenching of ethles and morality in our
echoole, There Is u stage in almost

every child's 1ife when the influence for |

good of & teacher or friend of no blood
relation Is greater than that of a par-
ent or relative 1 have come In con-
tact with o nomber of cases to bear
ma out. Children have s0 much man-
ners inculcated at home that to some it
seems to become & monotany and they
wint to got away from IL AL this

tnis

stage the wordg of a teacher or friend |

will Influence the youth indelibly for
good and will ba followed guicker than
had the same words come from & par-
ent’s lips.

It s well to stock the mind with
knowledge, but It ls essentinl to train
the mind for good. Let our immigrants
from foreign lands be !mpressed that
this Js the land of human brothoerhood,
of liberty and untrammaled bellef In
religious fresdom, so long us 1t s not in
gonflict with commoen decency, law and
order. Educate and teach 1iem that
overyona is expected to have respect
for his neighbor's rights, regardless of
his religious bellefs, Teach this, preach
this, and our fear nbout the foraigner
will disappear. PROGRESSIVE,

Sikipper Treson's Ride.™

PORTLAND, May 3.-—(To the Editor.)
—Anent the Titanle disaster, kindly
publish the poem, several lines of which
Rre:
*0ld Floyd Ireson. for his hard heart,
Tarred and feathered and ecarried in a

cart
By the women of Marbiehoad,"
READER.

The. lines quoted ars from *“Skipper
ireann's Ride,” writton by John Green-
leaf Whittier, and appear on pages 216-
210 sacond volume of “"The FPoetical
Works of John Greenleaf Whittler."
publishad by Houghton, Miffiln Com-
pany, Boston, and dated 1882, The
book can be consulted In the referance
department of the Portland Library
Association. The potm consists of 102
lines, and is too long to be reproduced

here,

Oregon Nostalgia.
They can talk about tha Land of Golden
Sunuhine
Where the poppies lift
yellow heads,
Where the cypress and magnolia trees
Shed thelr perfumas on ths breeze
And rars cld gardéns riot In thalr beds;

their waving,

And the calm seas of the Bouthland that
forever

Are crooning the same unhurried Iul-
lables,

Where Hfe I8 one parpetual dream

And all jors and pléssures ssam

To lie 'neath California’s sapphire skies,

I'm sighing for the mist-kissed petals
of a rose,

For the dewy breath of firs bathed in
the rain,

1 would kneel in Panthealstic

Obelsance—pagan mystic—

At the feet of silent, snow-crowned
Hood again!

—Jo Hartman, Los Angelea

from |

In |

MEDFORD LIBRARY RULE UNJUST
Inhikition on Suffrage Meetings Arouses
Ire of Correspondeént.

PORTLAND, Or., May 6.—(To the Ed-
jitor.)—From Medford comes the report
that the Carnegie Libtrary Board of
that town bas refussd to allow & meel-

ing of a few sutfragists to be held
within the holy confines of that build-
Ing.

Sayes one of tha members of the
board: *The l!library is an educational

the non-voting populacs.
eannot gathsr without
the old cronles In the
not be allowed to meet

institution for
and if women
attracting all
city, thay will
in the llbrary.™

When, pray, wes Lhe
befora conferred on sny library board
to pick and choose the assoclates of
the women patrons of the institution?

privilage aver

This Instance certainly casts a reflec-
tion upon the women of Medford that
the whole state should resant. If
women ara to be excluded from pubiic
bulldings, which thelr taxes have
helpad to bulld and malntain, until the
“lords of creaMon” approve aof thelr
frionds=, then carta we have entered
upon an ern of oppression which will
equal, If not surpass., the tyranny of

Homestead which built up ths fabulous
fortuns out of the agony of human en-
duranocs and suffering which is now
belng used to eract monuments, in the
guisa of libraries, to the man that held
the whip hand over an army of starv-
ing employe=s,

Wa hava no quiarrsl, howaver, with
the Carnegle library scheme, Tor it has
enabled towns that ars top poor
erect libraries unilded to hive
and we can look upon the Carnegle
libraries ag we look upon Lot's fam
only good thing to escape f
pdom and Gomorrah of evil, It is
asinine stupidity, the brazen af-
frontery of sany board of men refusing
to allow any board of respectahle
women to meet in hny library building
of state for nny purpose that con-
CErnsg us.

Who, pray. put the first library
e stiatute booka of Oregon?
it posaible to use public fund
jort of ptblic llbraries? Who h:
in every town of the state.
od the lHbrary movemeant and b 1 Most
zealous In securing a dullding? Even
the Medford Library Board must admit
It was the women. And wvet women
can be excluded from at least onoe of
these bulidings ause some men ob-
to the company they keep.
is poetlo Justice with a

It i= a specles of Justice that
make 'n the wamen that
“ha all they want," =it up and take
notlee, for thore i= no tslling whare it
may end Some sweet doy they may be
condemned to the “Jim Crow™ car be-
causr the conductor does not like
shape of thair Festar hat, or be nsked
for a certificate of character before
the slevator boy wlll carry them to the
next floor sbove—unless It {s to pay
thelr taxes, AN OLD CRONY.
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CANADA’S LAWS NOT FOR WOMEN

Alberta Writer Urges Sex in America
to Investignie Before Moving.

STRATHCONA, Alberta, May lg—(To
tha Editor.)—Neaodless to say, our Ore-
gon friends are greatly surprised at the
prevalling element dnd slow progress
glong the line of lawa in Alberta, It
is not only surprising but outrageous
How much c¢change has taken plsco
since the laws were made for the béne-
fit of squawmen, I am not prepared to
say, but I can state that to place even
A squaw under Alberta's lLaws of today
would be blasphemous. What then, of
the ndreds of women, daughtaras of
white men, who are compellad to ablde
by such law?

It is in behal? of the farmer's wife |
epeak, who may bes a hard-working
God-fearing mother, endeavoring Lo
rear her children under & Christian In-
fiuence, but married to a drunkard.
This woman hes no say, Shes has not a
t to call her own unless the good (7)
mon donates a few paltry dollors, Her
children could work 21l their lives for
him, but could col nothing. On the
sther hand, 1f a ¢l veés {ts parent-
al roof and =mecure nployment else-
where, the Tather has a right to colleot
hia or her wages until of age (11), or
compel them to return and work
him, Likewise with his wife; if
attempts to Jleave, unless she
hes the boundary ling, he can foree
to return, and whers, pray, Is the
woman to gel money enough to
the 1ine? True, what she can
to sell and get the money for
hers—a splendid training for the
young generation—theft! But the hus-
band and father can at any time cfoss
the line and sell all from under the
feet of famlily who have worked
and saved and made a home, and thus
lepve them destitute,

He can will it all to some one else
if he wishes to do =0, or if he diss
without a will, & large percentage EOos
to the Governmen!l. There are women
who will ery ocut Iin horror at the least
mention of wrongdoing on the muan's
women especially of ths  East,
ed to "iove, honor and obey™ their
bands. They will close their doors
last the words of Emmaline Pankhurst

Ty

ce

can
for

| reach thelr children's and fall
upon thelir knees In prayer for thelr
beloved husbands I'f their husbands
fll-use them It i3 thelr fault. Very
than, they are contentad. Bui
ad women of fraedor wohien

not steeped in old-fashioned lgnorance,
blindrfolded Into slavery? Ix jt not cow-

ardice to secrete the truth? Why not
publish in all the papers, at least
throughout America, the form of gov-
ernment In Can and let the women

choose for themselves?

Canada Is g wonderful counftry, ox-

pansive and free—for men, but, ah!

Women of freedom, look into the laws

vary closely before congenting to move
H. . EMBERTSON.

Tactfulness and Medicine.
London Tit-Blts,

Mr. A.—A more deserving medical
man thap our friend Richard does not
exist. He very frequently accepts no
tees from his patlents,

Mr. B—You don't say so!

Mr. A—He generally settles with tha
helrs,

§75,000,
RAINIER, Or., May 6.—(To the Edi-
tor.}—To sattls a dispute, please state

| what salary the President recelves per

FoLr SUBSCRIBER.

A HEDGE OF ROSES.
On a treasured post card from Portland
Glows a hedge of roses abloom; »
They seem to sway In the windlets
That scatier abroad thelr perfume.

In gorgeous masses seem Lo quiver,
Resplendent in bright-tinted hues;
And backon and nod on the hranches,
Til thelr beauty and fragrance confuse.

Do their seeming lovellness cover

Thorns that grow down below,

To protect from the hand that would
cull "them— -

Ah—me, I never shall Know,

If I could bend lovingly o'er them,

And touch them with softest caress,

Would thelr breath linger aver around
me,

My 1ife’'s path nnd life’'s work to bless?

Is there no one that lists to the story,

That's whispered from rosebud to
leaves;

Or catch the murmurs wo tender

That float on a love-laden breeze?

Is it distance that lends its enchant-
ment
To this cagd of Oregon’s view:
Or the lure of the sweet rases calling
O'er tha divids that parts me from you?
—Maude Talmage Johnson.
1741 Ohio avenus, East St, Louls, Il

The Pen of Peace

By Dean Collins,

I dreamed that, in the futura years,

1 roamed within the festive halls,
Whare convicte eorstwhile fashloned
stoves

And bricks and
walls,
¢ yvizlt, you will bear in mind,
Was quite the unofficial kind.)

things, within thos¢

But all activity was gone.

{ The
| And amb

|

| A

| And he

| No longer pould

to |
tham, |

| Into the

In evry yard, In ev'ry room,
Where cnoe the merry lockstep Tang,
All was as qulet as the tomb:
convicts all thelr beds had turled
e out into tha world

And he who pinched his nelghbora
watch

And he who sallied forth to kill,

nd he who busted up a bank,

And he who jumped his hotel bill,

No longer through the cellrcoms stole—

They were all upon parole.

who bossed the plaoe,
And he who stood around on guard,
who taught the lockstep dance
Within the sunny prison yard,

1 find hand,

All had departed—they were canned.

And likewine he

at

1 found one lone and sleepy guard,
Who o'er one convict watching stood

And eath was worn with hanging
round
In such a lonesome nelghborhood.
| Thelr friends were gone, you under-
stand;

Pardoned they were, paroled—or canned,

the convict spake
: *bo not P
For I'll be pardonsd scon and the

'l ramble ont i{n open air;
And you will then be canned, you
In interest of economy.”

And as 1 gazed,
Unto the gua

des

ir.
n

ree

and sp they went
the canned

And so it came;

They wanderad out,
free.

grest stiata,
Ex-wardens and ex-convicts be;

And paace came down and hoverad o'er

The restful pen, forevermore.
Portland, May 7.
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Half a Century Ago

From The Orego of May 8, 1862
The new apportlonment of Ohlo
members of Congress s0 changes
the districts that it will be Iimpos
sible for the Jdirty dog Vallandigham
to get a re-slection. He Is thrown into
B distriect for 1200 Republicun
maljority, according to former votes
The Detroit Tribune reiterates »
gtatemaent it made seme months ago
that treasonable organization exists
In that state, having branches In =il
the prinicipul townes, the ohject of
which was, first of all, to pravent en-
Hstments, and to make forcible resist-
phnece to any attempi to draft

for
15

Eood

B

£ the cannon oaptured by Gen-
eral Burnside at Newbern were 13
brass field pléces talten by the enemy
Bull Run.

Amon

nt

The Secretary of the Treasury lately

recelved from a New York bhankKing
house $1,.000,000, the gift of & patriotic
Amertcan In Europe for the purpose of
WAl eXpenses
The Navy urtment has made o
contract with Captaln Ericsson for six
lron gunboats on the plan of the
Mun but of larger dimensions.
duy passes without ona
who have great
taste for shos off their egquestrian
skill, charging and down our most

principal thoroughfares, to the great
danger of life and limbs of pedestrians
crossing the satreeta

J. H. Mitchell, F=q., has declined the
appointment of prosecuting attorney.

the mines s so0 greal
the boats cannot accommodate
the crowd. We understand that all
the tlokets wera sold by noom and the
office closed.

The rush for

that

The City Council last night fAxed
the salary of the City Attorney at §500.

'A,s “Ed” Howe Sees Life

M

neglected what

EN have always wasied time in

telling what should bes done, and

could be done,

Evary newspaper has a [avorite saint
or devil

Why men are willing to do much
for & quarrel and so littie peace,
is another of the things no fellow can
ever find out.

£0

for

Evary man ssems to be more or less
insene about himseif.

Probably the worst fault of the peo-
ple is thelr Indulgence In little tricks
most of them know enough to avold
redl erime.

1f Maxico eould he walled in, I would
hesliate whether to call It an Insane
svlum or a penitentiary; somstimes I
think habitual disturbers are insane,
and and sometimes I think they are
criminals.

Men have been (Ighting foolish bat-
tles ever since they first appeared on
earth: but if civilizatlon means any-
thing, and if we are becoming civilizsed,
they will finally quit it.

People do not aobject Lo paying taxes

for necdsd Improvement.; what they
ohiect to 8 that so much of the tlax
money they pay, Eoes asiray.

No ono is right In & quarrel.

Those who hava had oxperience in
love do notl seém to be any wiser than
those wiio have not.
Disfranchisement of Voters.

PORTLAND, May $.—{(To the Editor.)
—Wiil you please tail why ecach voler
wis restricted to only One vote for
gloctor when there were five to elect;
also to one vote for dsalegate to the
National Conventlon, whan 10 were to
be elscted? OLD SUBSCRIBER.

Becauss advocates of proportional
represantation wanted to try out thelr
vagary and (ncorporated It in the law.

il 2 SR L, R
information on Patents.

PORTLAND, May 6,—(To the Editor.)
—Will the U, S Patent office, if given the
deseription of an inventlon, inform mo
whether any such invention Was ever
patented befors, without me flling ap-
plication for patent?

CONSTANT READER.

Write to Comm'ls_smnar of Patents,
Wweashington, D. C, for fres copy of
Rules of Practice.

$15,000 for s Peralan Rug.
Indlanapolls News,

Harold F. McCormick, the Chicago
miilfonalre, has given mnearly $§100,000
for a fifteenth-century Persian rug of
the type that was used in the tricliniom.
It has & floral design which bagins at
the bottom and works up through an
ornata tracery.

Growth of Detective Tastinet.
Claveland Plain Dealer.
1 notice that Mrs Binks had trou-
ble In dealing at the bridge club to-

day. Rheumatism?"
“No., She's jolnad & murkst-basket
club.™




