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A WRECRED FRIENDSIITF.

Whatever may he the political out-
come the present controversy be-
tween Taft and Roosevell, no man of
healthy mind can help regretting that
1t aas sundered a friendship between
two strong men which it was a delight
to contemplate. When they were pull-
tng together in harness prior to Taft's
slection to the Presidencs. they were
ns closely bound by the ties of friend-
ship as were David and Jonathan, Da.
mon and Pythias, Roosevell, with his
exhaustloss energy. his boundiess en-
thusinsm, hi= love of action; Taft, with
Bis calm, jJudicial temper, with his
wide experience on the bench and in
public administration—each seemed
the ecomplement of the other. The
dellcate tasks of the Administration
were confided to Taft—the pacifica-
tion of Cgha, adjustment of affairs on

af

the Isthmus, a tour of the world to
smooth out all the wrinklea in our
foreign relations by personal contact
with the rulern And when he re-

tirmed, he was always greeted by his

chief with generous pralse

But the beginning of coolness datea
aimost from Taft's election. The flrst
sign of 1t eame when Taft gave the
chief credit for hias election to his
hrother., Charles, and to Roosevell

putting Roosevell second when he ex-
pected first place Then came Tu-
nored quarrels over Taft'a refusal to
put Loeb In the Cabinet and to make
Kellogeg Attorney-General. A long sep-
aration followed, during which Roose-
velt was in Africa, the Ballinger-Pin-
chot controversy broke aut and Pine
chot was removed Plnpchat went to
ttaly, smarting under a sense of sup-
waed Indury, told his story first and
pourad the polson lnto the Colonel's
rar

HSinces then the trouble-makers have
heen hizey disparaging and min.
representing Taft's every act studioas.
A in Roosovelt’s mind the
ldea that the country needs a savior
und that he alone can save IL.  Roose-
volt’s sgotlsm hus doneo the res He
has béen tempted to dim the glory of
his many great achievements, to split
the Republican party Inte factiona, to
rend apart the bonds which had grown

by fontering

up through many yYears of close per-
sonal and official Intercourse Thix
has been done by a band of men with
a “grouch who can see no good In
suy publle work unless they have &
hand in b

These men have much (o answer
for 1o the country, to their party.
“he also have much to answer for
to Tamn and Rooseyell as men, for
they have wrecked friendship and

left & polsoned wound in its place In
tho breast of sach. When the strug-
gle ix ended and both ook back calm-

at Its small beginnings and how
they have hern magnified and exag-
guraied, Rooasevelt, no less than Tart,

may well corse the whole pernicious
breed of mischief-makets
TAFTS MEXICAN MOLICY.
Preaident Taft Is cautiously travei-
ing along the road towards Interven-

tion In Mexico. He realizes that in-
tervention would be the signal for
anti-forelgn frenzy in Mexico which

would cost many American lives and
for an outbreak of denunciation from
South America, where It would be re-
garded = confirmation of susplcion
that we have aggressive designs. This
would come, tao, at a time when Sec-
rotary Knox has beeon paying a per-
sonal visit to the republics bordering
on the Caribbean Sea and assuring
them that our policy Is only to ald
them In meeting thelr obligations and
In keeping out of trouble.

But the forelgn minlng Interests of
Northern Mexicoo have appesled to Taft
for rellef and their appeals have bean
backed by the British, French and
ierman Ambasadors. French and
English papers complaln of our inac-
tion. France ks said 1o have obtained
Taft's consent to a naval demonstra-
tlon off the Mexican Coast, but Brit-
aln and Germany are sald te prefer
a jeint demonstration, followsd by the
landing of a small foroe, purely for
police work. The European press ar-
gves that the course suggested would
ronvinees Mexico that the United States
f» mot the foe to be dreaded and might
rause the factlons to rally around
Madero In a patriotic spirit

It is possible that Taft is so shaping
events as to canse the European pow-
ors to go just far enough towards In-
tervention to convinces Mexico of her
immiinent danger and to canse her to
Invite American” iInterventlon as the
lesmer of two evile. By thus sending onr
troops in response o Mexico's appeal
Instead pf on hia cwn wolltian, he
would Agure as a dellverer rather than
as an invader. The edge would then
be taken off Mexican hostility o
Americans and our gxpedition would
be able to rescue American residents
in Mexico alive If we went as in-
vaders or were a0 regardad, our forces
could probably rendoer no better serv-
lce to American residents than (o bury
thetn and chastlse thelr murderers.
There ls every evidence that Taft is
preparing to act, but he ls resecving
action unt!l sircumstances aAre pro-
pitfous for the attalnment of his end,
which is rellef of Americans allve, not
lead

—i

Perkins supported Taft, as Rooss-
valt's nominee, in 15808, He support-
ed Stimson, as Roosavelt’s nominee, In
151 He began tn appose Taft when
the Intter had entered sult against
the steel trust and was threatening
sult against the Harvester trust, The
paturz! inference lx that he is actunted
by resentment that Taft should not he
Influenced hy gratitude for hils cam-
palgn contributions to grant immunity

| to the trusts in which Perkins was
“interested.” He pretends that reor-
ganization of the ofl and tobaccn com-
panies In & lawful manner has so en-
hanced the value of thelr stocks that
ather trusts would naturally welcomse
suits and compulsory organization.
Then why s he so angry ut the prose-
cution of his two pet trusts? His ne-
tiens helle his words

THE TREIGATED HOMESTEAD BILL.

The provisions of the Borah irrigat-
od homestead bill are 3o ressonable
and fair, both to the Govarnment and
the nettler, that thera should bhe no
ohatacle to its passage. The bill plnces
the Government llen for the cost of
reclamation on the same footing as
the city places a llen on a lot for tha
cout of streot Improvements. The &if-
ference consists In the fact that the
Government is the owner of the irrl-
gnted land, while an Individual owns
the city ot

By providing that patent shall not
be given the settler until he has paid
40 peor cent of the charge for bullding
trrigation works nor untll the sottler
has put half the jand under cultiva-

tion, the bl gives the Government
ample security for the remaining &0
per cent. Thiz consists not only in

the settler's equlty represented by the

creased value of the land due to bulld-
tngx and cultivation. At the same time
the settler ts ennbled to borrow money
on mortgage, subject to the Govern-
ment llen, with which to complete his
improvements and buy Implements for
sconomical farming. The investment
of this borrowed oney adds further
value o the farm and proportionately
increases the Government's security,
at the same time adding to the set-
tler's means of payment

The passage of this bill, together
with that of the three-year homestead
bill, should do much to increass the
pumber of settlers coming o the West
and divert the flond of settlers which
ts belng attracted to Canada by the
liberal Iand lnws of that country. Pro-
moting the full settlement of land Ir-
rigated by the Government will also
increase the sums returned annually
to the reclamation fund and will thua
provide funds for further irrigation
projects

CHIME AND ANARCHISM,

The ¢rime of the French autonro-
bile bandits and the great foroe re-
quired to capture them, Impress upon
us that modern Invention multiplies
the effectiveness of criminals as well
us of honest men. Riding in an agto-
mobile at 4 speed which shows no re-
gurd for legal limits, armed with au-

tomatlc pistols, repeating rifles,
akilled In the use of explosives, re-
sourceful, daring and Indifferent to
the lves of others as to thelr own

death, Bonnot angd Dubols committed
crime after crime marked by un-
equnied audacity, dashed away at in-
eredible speed, evaded capture by the
celerity and secrecy of thelr move-
menta and by the afid of thelr many
confederates, and were finally brought
down only by 4 small army.

The fact that thelr final stand was
made In a gnrage owned by Fromen-
tin, the milllonaire anarchist, in the
heart of the “Hed Nest” founded by
him, Implies a close connection be-
tween crime and anarchism. It is but
natural that the two—ecrime and an-

archism—ahould hlend Crime Is &
practical denial of the right of or-
ganized wmoclety to oxist Anarchism

I= the philosophical basis for such a
denial. Anarchism deciares war on
soclety; crime carries on the war snd
takea from wsoclety the maoney with
which to buy weapons. What more
natural than that the criminal should,
accapt tha teachings of anarchlam as
furnishing & moral ground for his con.
duet? Or what more natural than
that the anarchist should welcome the
ald of the eriminal In putting his the-
ories In praciice?

Just az the most viclous despotizm
can fAnd plausible excuses for its ex-
tstence. so the most ruthless criminal
can find a political theory (o axousoe
his crimes, or even o8 o bhasls for the
pretense of noble motives. The con-
duet of the Paris robber-anarchists
is the most convincing argument for

laws against mnarchism, not only ac-
tive but phiinsophical, What the
philosophical anarchist, who would

never throw & bomb himself, teaches
today, the active anarchist will put In
practice tomorrow. There la but one
courss for every natiom 1o pursue:
treat the teaches of anarchlsm just as
It treats= the anarchist who argues
with dynamite and lead

ITALY AND THE TRIFLE ALLIANCE,
Wil the triple alllance of Germany,
Austria and Italy, which expires this
year, be renewed?T This Is the ques-
tion which now occupies the minds of
observers of European politics. There
is such community of Interest hatween
Germany and Austria that there can
be lttle doubt of thelr remalning al-
Hes, but the motivea which induced
Italy to join them have passed away
Italy Jjoined the alliance In 1883,
when her relations with France had
become stralned by the French occu-
pation of Tunis, only 100 miles from
the coast of Siclly, and by ths erection
in that country of an arsenal and for-
tifNcations at Bizserta, threatening Ttaly,
These evenis were followed by the
downfall of the [talian cabinet, the In.
crease of Italy’s army and navy and n
customs war with France. Italv then
threw harself into the arms of Gor-
many, the hoarsditary enemy of France,
The bullding up of a counter alli-
ance hy France and reconciliation with
Italy wwas the work of Delcasse, the
Fronch Forelgn Minister. He reached
an understanding with Ttaly regarding
Crete in 1898, made a treaty recogniz-
ing Italy's prior ¢laim to Tripoll, ended
the customs war and removed all cause
for Italy’'s adherence to the triple alli-
ance, so far an France was concerned.
He formed an alllance with Russia and
reached an agreement with Britain in

1804 by which HHtlsh support of
French clalmg on Morocen was
pledged. The Anglo-Russian agree-

ment of 1907 removed all danger that
France might be called upon to choose
hetween her two allles. King Edward
also cultivated the friendship of Ttaly
and relations of the Iatter country with
Russia have lately become closer, Thus
the tla which binds Ttaly to her allles
has bean perceptibly weakened, while
those which bind her to the rival com.
bination have been eoqually strength-
ennd.

Thers s now more cause of conflict
of Interests hetween Italy and Austria
than between Italy and any of the
thres powers agalinst which the triple
alliancs was formed as a defense. The
two natlons are rivals for control of
the Adriatlc Ben. Trieste and the sur-
rounding country are mainly inhab-
ited by Ttallans, though under Austrian
rule. Italian petriots have given to
that district the name “"unredeemed

40 per cent he has pald, but in the in- ]

Italy,” and at times clamor for ita an-
nexation. The ambitions of the two
nations In the Balkan peninsula also
make them rivals,

Fear that Italy may throw in her
jot with France, Russia and RBritain
and desert the triple alllance there-
fore haunts the two Teutonic powers
of Central Europe. This fear may ex-
pluin the hesitation of Germany 10
give Turkey diplomatic ald against
Italy during the Tripolitan War, much
as the Kalser desires to cultlvate
Turkish friendship with an eye to tha
extension of German enterprises in
Asia Minor. Italy ls in fine positlon
to cry, "hands off” to all Europe, while
she fights the Turks

MAN'S RIGHT T0O REST,

A story comes from Walle Walla,
Wash,, of an Ifate physiclan who, be-
coming distracted at plano practice
at unseemly hours In the room above
his sleeping apartment, rushed up-
stairs and Inid violent hands upon the
young woman who ‘was pounding out
the “Malden’s Praver” with improved
variations at an hour when sll well-
regulated persons are supposed to be
uslecp,

We recall o similar case of distrac-
tlon years ago, when cows still had
the privilege of roaming and browsing
upon East Side streéts. An old Ger-
man, who wished to be able to locate
his cow at milking time without un-
due «ffort, strapped an old-fashloned
bell to her neck. Every Summer
morning about 4 o'tlock the creaturs,
in nibbling the short grass by the
roadside, found her way to the locality
in which this long-suffering, hard-
working woman lived, and the bing-
bang, bing-bang of the cow's bell, as
the animal busled herself in biting
closer the short, green grass, made
sleep In the housa hardby Impossible.

Finally one morning the monoton-
oue, unmusical sound became unbear-
able and the woman rushed forth In
her night-robe and slippers and selz-
ing & garden rake .t hand, buried the
teeth In the animal's flank. A lawsult
followed in which a sympathetic jury
found for the defandant

A jury, If called npon, would doubt-
lesz find for the Wallsa Walla physl-
¢lan on the mame basls, viz: That
no ons has n right to rob a neighbor
of sleep by discordant and untimely
nolses,

CHAMPLAIN'S TERCENTENARY.

A delegation of distinguished
Frenchmen landed in New York the
other day to commemorate by a visit
to the Unilted States the lercentenary
of Samuel De Champlain. As a token
of the traditlonal good will which ex-
Ist= between France and this country,
the delegation brings the bust of “lLa
France” by Rodin, the greatest of lv-
ing sculptors, to present to America.
At the head of the visiting French-
men s M, Gabriel Hanotaux, Member
of the Academy, who was formerly the
Minister of Forelgn Afalrs, The
Premier of ¥rance, M. Poincare, s
personally represented by Le Viesmte
de Chambrun, The other members of
the delegation are distinguished and
interesting. Among them one natices
the name of M. RBlerlot. the aviator
who was the first to fly across the
Stralts of Dover; M. Fernand Cormon,
president of the Academy of Fine Arts,
and the Comts de Rochambeau, whose
historie name is famliliar to all Amer-
lcans, Mnruy pleasant entertalnments
are meeting the visitors In the course
af thelr trip through the eastern part
of the United States. On Monday they
dined with President Taft at Washing-
ton. Todny Columbia University gives
them a reception. On Wednesday they
will visit Independence Hall at Phlla-
deiphia. Leaving for Canada they will
pass by Ticonderoga, on the banks of
Lake Champlain, and go to Niagara by
way of Montreal. They cxpect to sall
for France from New York on May 9,
The bust will he presented at Crown
Point

Samuel de Champlain was the
greatest of those French ploneers and
explorers who Iald the foundation of
an empire In the American forest
The son of a ship captain, he bagan
his carser in the army, but when he
was 32 years old, In 1508, he was ap-
pointed to the command of the ship
8t. Jullen, by King Henry IV, and
gitiled for Spanish America. The re-
port of thls voyage wis not published
until 1870, but the manuscript was
read by the King, whose favor was
won by the bold =pirit of the narrator.
He gave Champlaln a Ypension and
made him an umtitled noble. Some-
what dazzled, perhaps, by the royal
favor, Champlaln dangled for a time
around the Louvre showing his grati-
tude for past favors by a lively expec-
tatton of fresh ones, after the accepted
manner of courtlers, but this phase of
his career did not jast a great while.
Every adventurous soul In France at
that time was fascinated by the storles
of fame, power and fortune to be won
in the Canadian forests Jaecques
Cartier had led the way In 1534 and
from that time till ths capture of
Quebee by Wolfe and the final fall of
the French power in America, bold
spirits, like Champlaln, were eager to
follow and emulate him. In 1603
Amyar de Chastes, & man who had
heen loynl to Henry of Navarre in his
darkest hours and was now enjoying
the felicity of his triumph over his
enemles, suggested to the King that it
would he a fine thing te plant tha
banner of the Cross In the Canadian
wilda and requested permission to un-
dertake the noble work with a monop-
oly of the fur trade for his aarthly re.
ward. Henry granted the monopoly
and Da Chastes made an exploring ex-
pedition In which Champlain had a
place. The King commlssionsd him
to bring biack a *“true report of what
should befall” the adventurers. This
Auty naturally foll to him because of
Henry's Uking for hls account of the
voyage Lo Spaniah America.

They explored the Gulf of Bt. Law-
rence and salled up the St. Lawrence
River ns {ar ax Lachins Raplds and
some 30 miles up the Baguenay.
Champlain's account of this voyrage
was publlshed In 1804 with the King's
approval. It Is especially useful to
historiane because it gives a full and
accurate account of the Canadian In-
dians. De Chastes died before the ex-
peditlion returned to France, but he
wia succeoded by De Monts, in whose
intereat Champlain made four distinct
voyages in the course of the next thres
vears and explored the Bay of Fundy
and the Neaw Engiand coast us far as
Vineyard Sound. In 1508 he wns ap-
polnted Lieutenant-Governor of New
France and on July 3 of that year be-
gan the foundatlons of Quebec. It
was Champlain’s policy to unite the
various Canadian Indian tribes In an
alllance with France agalnst the Iro-
quois. The confederacy of the Iro-
quols, or Five Nations. was almoat the
sole mttempt of which we have any
account on the part of the American
Indlans to establish 3 well-organized
government. Primitive as thelr fed-

‘eral union was, It nevertheless so far
surpassad the wild savagery of the
surrounding tribes in military effi-
clency, that the Iroquols were wall on
the way toward extending their power
over the whole of America east of the
Mississippl and North of the Ohlo.
This, of course, was not at all to tha
lking of the French and they mought
to prevent It by enlisting the other
tribes on their side,

in the year 1608, while Champlain
wans leading & band of sllied Indians
against the Mohawks, he Incidentally
dlscovered the lake which besars hia
name, We quote a few pentences from
his description of #t: *“The lake is of
great extent, say elghty or a hundred
leagucs long, where [ saw four fine

{slands, ten, twelve and fifteen leagues ;

lang. There are also many rivers
falllng Into the lake, borderad by
many fine trees of the same kinds as
those we have In France, with many
vines finer than any | have ever seen
in any other place. Also there are
many chestnut trees on the borders
of the Inke, which I had not seen be-
fore. There is also a great abundance
of fish of many varieties” In the
course of this trip with the Indlans
Champlain witneased the perform-
ances of a medicine man, whom he
ealls a Pllotois. The Pllotois invoked
the devll, he says, and got & promlise
of victory over their enemies by “lying
prostrate on the ground, moslonless,
only apeaking with the devil. On a
sudden he rises to his feet, ta¥king
and tormenting himself so vigorously
that although naked he Is all of a
perspiration.” The medicine man made
the tent shake in the orthodox fashlon
and the savages told Champlain that
the devil did it, but unfortunately for
his faith he happened to see the
“rogue Inslde” do it himself with his
hand on the center pole.

It would be ngresable If some other
travelers were as vigllant and skep-
tical. Parkman, who ia the best of
judges, says that Champlain's name
“gtands foremost on the list of the
ploneers of the North American for-
ests. It was he who struck the deep-
eat and boldest strokes Into the heart
of thelr pristine barbarism.™

—————————

Humane sentiment applauds the
appropriation of $1,600,000 by Con-
gresa to repalr the Miesissippl levees
but It {s falrly certain that the work
will do no permanent good. It Is a
universal experience that floods grow
worse and worse In rivers which are
bordered by levees. The bed of the
stream rises gradually by the deposit
of aiit and it becomes ever mors diffl-
cult to retain the water, The Po flows
for miles above the level of its plain.
Ultimately perhaps, some system of
agrioulture will be adopted In the
jower Mississippl which will wutilize
the overflow and the effort to prevent
it may then be abandoned.

The unlucky experiences of the
bables who wera placed In Mrs. 1. E.
Miller's “home’ seem to Indicate that
an enterprisa of that sort ought to be
lleensad and regularly ingpected. We
have passed by that stage of clviliza-
tion when It is deemed proper to
starve and poison human infants in
order to save the expense of rearing
them. Life i somewhat more valu-
able In this country than it was for-
merly and soclety seems llkely to as-
gume the task of protecting the lives
of bables before a great while,

The lelsurely processes of American
justice which were so much admired
in the beefl trust case are equally con-
spleyous in the prosacution of the
Harvester trust. Five years of inves-
tigation were requirsd before hegin-
ning the sult. To try it will naturally
require 10 or 15. The appeais and
retrials will carry us well on into the
latier half of the century, Our grand-
ehlldren may, if they are lucky, see
the end of it

Presence of women as delegutes at
the Republican conventlon of Clark
Coynty, Washington, will restrain the
brethren from repeating the scenes
which marked the atate conventions
of Michigan and Missouri. Decarum
in conventions will be a welcome In-
novation, though some may complaln
that it makes them |nsufferably dull,

Those who have assumed that the
adoption of woman suffrage will be
quickly followed, as a logical sequence,
by adoption of prohibition will be
undeceived by the vote which made
Sacramento’s annexed district “wet.”
There I8 as much difference of opin-
lon on prohibition among women as
among men.

This is Ralsin day and to give the
event a proper touch of local color,
Portlanders should devour an extra
ration for that sterling old Oregonian,
Mr. Joe Levinson, who is editing and
owning a dally paper at Fresno, wherse
they make the best kind in all the
world.

Floods In the Mississippl Valley and
tornudoes Iin the ‘Middle West and
Bouthwest make us refrain from
grumbling at our Spring showers and
thank God we llve in Oregon.

If little Roosevelt Bahn and littie
Taft Sahn should quarrel as furlously
as the famous mien after whom they
are named, there will not be’ much
peace in the Sahn family.

A big party of Eastern mlillionaires
aeill visit Portland this week and ft
iz a safe venture to say each will fingls
lezs money In his pockets than the av-
erage salaried man.

lafayette agrees with Puddin'head
Wilson to put ail the eggs into one
basket and watch the basket. The
town granis loense to one =aloon at
A fee of 31500

These April showers are special en-
tertainment for Blll Hanley, who lives
tn a regilon where the natives stay out
in the occasional rain for the pleasure
of getting wet.

Greece regards the Aegean Archi-
pelago as her future heritage. The
capture of some of fbe islands by Italy
will make the Panhéllenists boil.

Apple bloom is not enough advancad
to be injured by the showers, and the
early frult ls set. So the ralns are
welecome for the good they will do.

e

Taft answers the Colonel and the
Colonel replles to Taft, so is. formed
each link of the chain that will gall
whers it binds.

Warships of all nations are to feel
of Mexico at long distance, It seems.

Make n memorandum to buy that
straw hat today; alvo an umbreila.

QUESTIONS ASKED ARE NOT FAIR

Mode of Senate fngquiry Into Titanie
Disnster Criticined.

INDEPENDENCE, Or., April 28—(To
the Editor.)—1 have followed closaly
The (regonian's necounts of the Titanic
disaster. You are to he congratulated
on the thoroughness and at the same
time the conservativness of the ac-
counts you have furnished the public.
I note that the British press and pub-
lie are heginning to protest at the man-
ner In which the Senatorial committes
iz conducting its investigation. What
surprises me I8 that they have mnot
entered an emphatic protest cre this
Our brothers across the sea are rather
touchy as regards the British seaman
and his rights. With a very few ex-
ceptions, the accounts so far glven by
the survivors of the disaster have con-
tained notning but pralse for the ofti-
cers and crew of the Titanic. Apparent-
Iy "guarter deck™ and “forescastle™ ved
up te the best traditions of Anglo-
Saxon seamen.

Why then should not the HBritish
authoritles protest an investigation or
at least questions axked British sen-
men that are not only unfalr and
biused, but frequently more than in-
sulting and |n themselves for the most
part absurd and ridiculous and founded
on absolute ignorance of the sublect
In question? Is there any gowi rea-
mon why these seamen should nat be
“investigated” * by naval men or at
Jeast men who have some knowledge of
the sen? Although Senstor Emith may
have the best Intentions In the world,
he Is too good a politiclan not to
realize the effectivensss of the "spot-
light” and he 1z golng to hold the
publie attentlon as long as possible.
Yot 1 doubt If he would know & belay-
ing piln from a bob-stay or & spar
buoy from an anchor-lght. If he was
told that bllga watar was served only
at the captains table he would be In-
dignant that the passengers should
be &0 overloaked. His profound knowl-
edge of matters pertaining to the sea
and ships Is shown in the early part
of the “investigation,™ where he asked
4 Junior officer “If it were not pos-
sible that many would have been saved
If they had entered the watar-tight
compartmentsa” These mny not be his
exact words, but theoy are the gist of
them. How would any seafaring man
in Portland harbor or any other harbor
like to have a man capable of asking
a question llke that, sit in judgment an
him? His questions time after time
have not only shown his unfitness for
the work in hand, but made him the
Inughing stock of any man who has
seen A pleca of water larger than a
duck pond.

The crew of & liner are not seamen,
they are deckhands, or laborers, or
roustabouts, Under the clreumstances
they showed themselves to be made of
the right kind of stuff. Any skipper
ean plck out & batter boat crew along
Portland's waterfront than can be found
on the aversge llner. It Is &0 oAsy
from the seats of the mighty to Insult
by Insinuating questions men of mors
lowly estate. Do the Senators of the
committes know In thelr hearts that
they would have been ahove repronch
if they had been placed as the officers
and seamen were placed? Is not | sen-
r.an's life as dear to him as a Sena-
tor's? Is not the Jaw of self-preserva-
tion just as strong? Are not a sea-
man's wife and children just as precious
te him?

Where oan you find greater chapters
of herolsm and loyaity and self-sacrifice
than are stored forever In the bosoem
of the deep? The publlc have already
forgotten the true history of the burn-
ing of the Genersl Slocum and the in-
vestigation that followed. It was
shown that the so-called crew WwWas
made up of the riff-raff of the docks,
United States (nspectors had been
bribed to O. K. life preservers (7) that
in many cases wouldn't even float,
her boats seams were parted, practi-
eally mone of the regulations covering
steamers of her class were llved up
to. And why? Blmply because her
owners wanted the last pound of flesh
and they got It In the practical mur-
der of over 1000 women and childran.
And who pald the plper? Not the
greedy owners, bul the capiain. All
he had was years of falthful serv-
jee hehind him, old age in front of
him and a wife and famiiy to support
He was glven ten years for “bad judg-
ment” and recently rcleased, a wreck
of o man. 1 was In New York at the
time. I never heard of any owner
paying the price of his greed,

A few years ago I saw on excursion
steamers in New York harbor, deck
stanchions where the dryrot could be
plekad out with a finger nall, ¥el on
the decks there was “standing room
only.” Conditlons may be better now,
but I doubt it, and when the catas-
trophe comes and one Is about due,
uwround whose neck will the rope go,
and who will be hung from the yard
arm of public epinion? 1t will agaln
be the man who to make a living "goes
to the sea in ahips,

One's heart goes out to the widows
and orphans, whether they are of the
tumily of millionaires or stokers, but
before we hold up our fellow-man In
scorn, or charge him with cowardice
let us be cértain that we have not gome
little mote In our own eye. Put your-
salf In his place. 1 personally feel
that many of the questions asked by
the committes are not only cowardly,
but brutal. They are accomplishing
nothing but the ruin of the lives nnd
careers of lnnocent men. There is not
an intelligent man in the country that
doss not know where tha trouble lies,
and in those matters where tachnleal
tralning or knowledge I= desired [t
ean be obtalned. The public demands
luxury, speed, sensation, oxcitement
The sen aimply took her toll. Let the
public Imsist on saneness and they
will get It. But sanity would make
life too prosale. T am not especlslly
pro-British, seeing that I and num-
erous of my paternal ancestors had
tneir being pretty close to the land of
the wooden nutmegs, but I from train-
ing ilke to see matters “ship shape
und Bristol like” and the present In-
vestigation Is hardly that

BAMUEL PECK.

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS ADVISED.

Correspondent Urges Them to Seek
Hunowledge, Not Appropriations

WESTPORT, Or., April 35,—{(To the
Edltor.)—The sppropriation of $500,000,
plus a $250,000 bisnnial appropriation,
is too much money to put Into our
State Univeraity, whosa enrollment at
Hugene does not exceed 800 students
It is too much at one time. We should
encourage our schools, but hére is a
case whers a vant fortune ls expended
dpon some 600 stndents, and is the
state, the taxpayer, repald?

It was stated In The Oregonian that
the loyal students this Fall would go
and stump the state in the interest of
thelr school. We would ask the boys
to stay on the eampus and turnm their
attention to bettering conditions about
the university, The large sumn of
money netted by the many athletic or-
ganizations, the big salaries paid
coaches and tralners, wWhose exprees
duty s to teach the husky how to buck
the Mne. could all be maved and pald
to thoss who teach knowledge and not
sport.

The spending of nearly $1,000.000 by
the public upon a school which permits
its mocinl life to be dominated by secret
socleties s another item which the tax-
peyer should think of. A free public
institution should be fres from such.
The cry of more costly bulldings, ap-
paratus and more athletic room, !a in
nine cases out of 10, begun by a few
students who are at college at the ex-
pensa of “dad,” and know not the value
of money. The student body Is next
heard from #nd then the faculty and
friends, till the Legislature is asked to
make an appropriation and the Iax
payer stands good. Lat us hope for
sducation which gives better results
and costs less. JAMES GROVER.

INCREASE IN RATES DEFENDED
Modern Woodman Combats Criticiams
Made by Correspowdent.
PORTLAND, April 28 —(To the Edi-
tor.)—In The Oregonian, April 27, 1
find an unsigned article {rom Eugene,
Or., concerning the new rates recently
adopted by the Modern Woodmen of

America.

1 would nor ask spacs to reply to any
unsigned article werp It not for the fact
that thas =moclaty mentioned hes over
10,000 members in Oregon, many nf
whom are readers of The Oregonlan
and the future welfare of whose hene-
flolaries 18 In many cases largely de-
pendent on the protection ecarried In the
zoclety., Furthermore, the goclety has
over 1,000,000 members, with insurance
in force aggregating $1.800,000,000, and
It may be truly sald that In a largs
meidsura the future of our soclety will
to a Inrge extent., affect the entire fra-
ternal Insurance world, in which, at
this time, practically 40,000,000 of the
American people are Interested.

Like all plonesr fraterna] insurance
socletles, the Modern Woadmen was
organized by men who had little knowl-
edge of the fundamental prinelples of
life Insurance or the laws of mortality,
but who undsrtook to furnish protec-
tion to each other on the mutual “cur-
rent cost™ plan,

Expérience has taught that this can
be done vary chsaply for a few years
while the members are all young, bul
in the course of time, when any great

parcentage of the mebmers pnss into
the higher ages, the death rate nat-
urally becomes higher and the cost

must inevitably increase In proportion,
and this can only be met by levying ad-
ditlonal assessmants on tha member-
ship, or lncreasing the rates of con-
tribution.

It has heen
clety that ever
experience that

the histary of every so-
passed through this
whenever it becomes
necexsary to call a *double-header”
(two assessments in one month), the
yvoung and healthy members will leave
the soclety and securs cheaper insur-
ance elsswhere, thus leaving the old
und !mpalred risks to meot thelr own
death losses, which eventually become
so high that they eannot ba borne, in

which ecent the *old memboers” losa
tholr protectlion antirely.
It was to prevent just such an un-

fortunate condition as this and to pre-
sarve thes protection for the pressnt
“ald member” as well as the younger
ones that the recent head eamp, or law-
making body very wisely provided a
safe and sclentific rate for the future,
which will guarantes 0o every mem-
ber of the soclety, whether young or
old, that his benefit certificats will be

pald in full at maturity, with mot to
exceed 12 nssessments per year
These rates will still furnish pro-

testion to our members at "cost.” thors
being no possible element of “gain,'” as
not a dollar of the benefit fund (or
asgessment) can ba used for any pur-
pose except for the payment of death
benefits—all axpenso being pald from a
per capita tax of $1.20 per year on each
member.

The facts are that the Modern Wood-
men recognized Its Imperfections of
the past and have now courageously
estahlished the soclety on & sound and
enduring basls, on rates based on a
mortality table that Is now recognized
and in use by the United States Govern-
ment. .

The whaole tenor of this article sesms
ta be that the “old member” has been
unfalrly dealt with. For the benefit
of our own membership, as wall as fra-
ternalists In general, permit me to siy
that the presant “old men” In the %o-
cloty, while paying all that was Te-
quired of them by our Iaws In the past,
have really had more than they pald
for (becsuse their ratea wers naver
high enough to pay even thes "current
cout” at thelr respective ages), but
assuming that in the past they have
pald for all they have recelved and that
It {8 now an “even break/ up to the
present time—what does tha soclely
offer to the —old man™ In tho future?

Under the new table of rates, the
younger moen will pay just about one-
thtrd of the actual cost of Insurance
tor him, and in addition thereto, if he
4o desires, the soclety will lend him
one-third tha money with which to pay
the balance, at 4 per cent Interesat (A
jower Tate of interest than he can ob-
tain tn Orezon) and deduct this amaunt
only from the face of his certificate at
death.

Instead of “ralsing the old man out
of the soclety' the recent head camp
took measures to perpetuats the so-
riety, so that when the “0id man's" cer-
death, It will be

tifleate matures by
pald in full and his sontributions of
vears' duration will not have been In
valn
J. W. EBIMMONS,
State Deputy M. W. of A

FOR UNITED FPARTY

Writer Decries Talk of Boit
Roosevelt, if Nominee.
MEDFORD, Or., April 26.—(Te the
sditor.)—If the combined vota of
Roosevelt and La Folletts anywhere
near Tepresents the progressiyve sentl-

PLEA MADE
From

meént of the Republicin party In Ore-
gon, then "Mr. Taft's followers should
accept gracefully the result and not
threaten to stay at home or bult the
ticket If Mr. Roosevelt {m the nominee
at Chicago. Mr. Roosovell, & number

of years ago, when he was badly beat-
#n In tha New York Legislature, was
asked why he Ald not boit the tickat
He sald 1hat he belleved In staying !n
and continuing the battle for what he
bolleved to ba the right things until
the majority would be convinced that it
was the right way, top. So he stald in
#&nd finally became President and lead-
eor of the zreatest party and country In
tha world. Many who have follownd
him in his career helleva him to be &
the most capable man to lead the bIE
battle that now Is goon to engAge the
great nations of the world—the battle
of the rights of the common peopls
against the blg minority and handful
of rich men who now havae control of
the leading banks and big carporations
and truste of Lthe leading nations of the
world.

It 1 not only the big things In our
own United States that Are K0OON coming
up for adjudieation, but meny world-
wide matters. in which the United
Btates &8s a Natlon has got to take an
active part in the final settlement.
Many men In our different states to-
day honsstly belleve Mr. Roosevelt has
the highest respect of other natlons of
tha world. for his education, sincerity
and courage Lo ecarry ont the will of
the majority of the peopla to ha ex-
pressed at the polls this coming N
vamber All Mr. Roosevelt has asked
is for the people to be given an oppar-
tunity to express their cholce In the
difterent states, If Mr. Teft is that
echoles, them support himg [f Mr. La
Follette is the cholee, thon support him,
but If the majority wish Mr. Roosevelt
again to take the reins and do the ariv-
ing, then let's don't talk bolt or stay
at home. Accept the Fesult and try
agaln If defeated. A K. WAREL

Bulkheada Were Weak,

PORTLAND, April 1.—{To the Edi-
tor.»—My theory of the sinking of the
Titanie is that the bulkheads. or alr-
tight compartments. were nst made
strong enough. It {8 not theoretically
reasonable to supposs “EAt any bollers
exploded. They certalniy dld not If the
sen water got to them first. I have
not seen the plan of the alrtight com-
partments, but asssuming that they
were 50 feat high and 200 [eeg lOng,
and that the end was lowered. and that
the water was leaking In fivm the
lower end and the upper end was tight,
the pressurs may have been s ton or
more to the sgquare foot, which may
Eave blown up the dzek nnd caused
superficial observers to belicve the
bollers had exploded, ard tha~ the ship
had been broken In two.
V. W. BRITTS.

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonlan of April 30, 1842,
The steamship Julia. which arrived

last nlght, brought down Waealls-Fargo
& Co. s express from the Salmon River
mines and $75,000 in gold dust. The
steamer Tenipno has made a successful

trip to Liewiston, bringing back to Wal
lula. _some 80 passengers. who had in
thelr possession over $50,000, making in
all about §£125,000 which came down last
night.

Ldeutenant Mullan has received ordars

to suspend work on the Fort Benton
military road and to return to Walla
Walla immedintely. The road is nearly
finished and In passable travellng con-

ditlon to Fort Benton.

A now stage line has been startsd
betwaen Walla Walla and Lewiston.

We are permitted to publish the fol-
lowing letter written ta B, N, Arrigonl,
of ity “Lowiston, April 23, 1863,

We il anxiously a thoe ar-
rival of the first steamer, a8 provislons

nre

| are searce and bacon readily commands
| 76 cents per pound, and has boen sa
high am §1 per pound, consequently

living costs about 32 per day and cook
yourself. In the Salmon River mines

fiour =alls at $2 per pound, or §200 per
barrel; - coffae. $2.50, Dried applas,
sugar, candles, gum boots, shovals,
picks, ote., are very scarce, and littla
or no bacon, which readlly commands
| 5 per pound. I understand that tha
river digwinga along the bank will
rendily pay §10 and $20 per day to the
hand.”

Chicagoe, April 18,.—A letter racelved
from Cairo this morning says that Fort

Wright (on the Mississippl) has been
captured.

Fort Monroe, April 185.—A corre-
apondent of the Baltimore American
says at In'ervals last night and this

mornlng heavy connonading was heard
in tha dirsction of Yorktown. Forty
deserters who came into our lines ra-
port that Jeff Davis hud arrived at the
rebae! camp and it was understood he
would tuke commind In the approach-
ing battle. Constant skirmishing 1s
parrlied on by the riftemen. Occasion-
ally ahot and shell ars thrown. A dis-
pateh from MeClellan’s headquarters
suys that near midnight ths eénemy
attacked General Smith's position and
attempted to carry uls gune They
were handsomely repulsed., Yorktown
haa been shelled by our gunboats, but
without effect.

Washington, April 18—~The =elect
committee to investigate the loss of
the Norfolk Navy-yard and Harpers
Ferry reportad the total value of the
property taken &t Norfolk at $974,000.

Tha number of guns seized by the
rebela was 200, The committes, after
a long review of the matier, censurs

the Buchanan Administration for gross
neglect of duty, and say that Lincoln's
Administration cannot ba hald blame-
less, for 37 days alapaed without wny
effort to defend the yard,

Waashington, April 18 — General
Shiald's division occupied Mount Jack-
pon vesterdny morning. At T o'clock
the enemy nppeared in forea In front
of Rude's Hill, They resisted our ad-
vance with snergy, In ordar to obtain
time to burn the bridgen locomotives
and cars which wonld accumulate at
the terminus of the rallroad.
moyementa were 80 suddan that,
wers able to save Lthe bridges, two loco-
motives and several cars

onar
we

Wa are glad to announce that the
difficulties In regard 1o tha public
school hitve been removed, and that it
wiil be reopened this morning. The
certificates so wrongly withbeld by Mr.
Pennoyar wera yeslerday given 1o Mr.
Frambes and other teachers,
wiis the warmest day we
At T o'clock P. M.
84 In the shade.

Yeosterday
have had thia yeaar
the mercury was up to

As “Ed” Howe Sees Life

AMen everywhera seem to think thelr
vote Is n thing with which to “mEot
even” with those who have In any re-
mote way incurred thelr displeasura,

It will finally be unconstitutional for
any man not & lawyer to be & member
of Congress, Lawyers stand together
hatter than mny other class: that in the
spcret of thelr power.

You may get what is not falrly com-
Ing to you; but it will make you more
trouble than it s worth,

Ever notice that Fate somatimes pur-

st yvou with relentlegs fury, but, just
before gotting you In ull, ssems to be-
come nshamed of {tsalf, and lets up &
Httie?

A5 a rule, soclety psople keep out of
the soclety columns of the nawspapers

The old phrenologists used to say a
good dea] about the bump of Imagins-

1 have It, but it has fooled m
am becoming more

tion
often
pervative,

that 1

We speak of new avils, whereas ovils

wre, almost without exception, old. But
mapy t adiea for old evils sre new,
and modern men deserve the c¢radilt,

As & genaral rule, the man who be-
haver himseolf doesn’t do much howl-
Ing hecauss he dosrsn’t get Justice

A girt doesmn't mind working for a
1iving, If she gets married to do It.

Every man flatters himsalf that he
will finally whip his enemy, and that
he will give him a good one when he
gots at him.

WIFE OF POLICEMAN PROTESTS.
Adminlstration Charged With Fallure
to Keep Pledges to Department.
PORTLAND, April 36.—(To the BEdi-
tor.)—At the regular sesslon of the
City Councll held on Wedneaday, when
ths resolution gliving policemen two
diys off duly each month was brought
up for action, one of the mambers of
that body I8 reported to have sald,
wihis matter under consideration has
been dragging along for nine maonths™
to which the Mayor replied, “It vught

to drag for nine months more.”

If T mistake not, during the Mayor's
campalgn previous to his electlon 19
his present position, this matier of
giving policemen 1wo days off ocach
month was one of the foremost slection
promises given. 8ince that tima the
police departmant has been a target
for the administration. The men have
heen hald up to the world and branded
as a sot of bandita, Thelr every art
has begn criticised in the most soath-
ing terms and humiiiation has been tha
jot of the men that have worked hon-
estly and falthfully for years I may
“honestly,” for [ believe that today
thers are as honest men to be found
in this branch of the service as in any
other calling of men.

Most of the officers are men of famil-
fes, who have provided homes for them-
selven, thus becoming tAXpayers and
contributors to the general fund that
keeps the machinery of this big city In
operation. They take a pride in Im-
proving and keeping up these homes,
and what spare time is given them will
be (ndustriously employed in doing
thelr shars toward making their sur-
roundings more besutiful,

At the time of the election, a year
ago, at least 06 per cent of the men in
this department supported our present
Mayor, and let me ask here, What ham
he given In return? Abusa, unadulter-
ated. A POLICE OFFICER'S WIFE.




