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THE REFUBLICAN CHRISIS

The Republican party s rTent
division and dissension. the

by
wis-

Omnly
est counsels of lis wisest mehn, lnapired
by dealre for the triumph of those
principles which Republichns congider
easential to the National welfare, csn
beal the breach and make victery in
November possibie The time calls]
for the sinking ©f personsi animosi- |
ty and personal ambition By
leader, in the Interest party
and the maintetunce of party organiza-
tlofs. It can be done without sacriflce
of prineiple by elther of the ontending
factions

The Republican masses in the West
and tn some parts of the East nre in
revolt against the party organization.
The Rbosevelt movement s wweeping
over the countiry (ke a pralrie fire.
Turning iocal issues to account wher-
evar posaible. it has used the Key-
stones in Pennsvivanin to overthrow
Taft., together with Fenrose and
Ollyer, the disgust with Lorimerism
in 1llinoks to bear down Taft together
with Cuallom. It has carvied Oregon
and Nebraska In a siandup fight.
far It will go

ayery
unity

of

There & no telling how

The next great contest will be in Mas-
sachusstts, where direct primaries
=il choose National delegatos and
where the lasue will not be clouded
by nominations for Congress or for
mpte officers. We shall then =ee

whether the old Bay State will reve
the wverdict of Pennsylvania

In the number of delegaten olected,
Talt has a strong lead, but neariy half
of thesas are from Southern stales
which will contribuie mno electoral
votes to the nominee. Even shouid
the National committes decide In his
favor the fany coniests the allegl-
ance of the Southern delegates (o Tarn
may bo shaken by the fear that Roose-
velt's nomination will deprive them of
their dread and bulter. Should Roose.
velt win half of the delegates Yol to be
elected and should the La Follette
and Cummins men stand firmly by
thelr favorites, the cholce betWween
Roossvelt and Talft may hinge the
decision of the Southern contests or
on the adbility of Taft to hold his
Southarn delegales ufter they have
boen awarded seals. Or the balance
uf power may be held by La Follette,
who Is even more hostlle ta Raosevelt
than to Taft

The conflict s not betwe

on

en progresd.

sive and peactionary, bt between
progressive and radical The Repub-+
firan party has alwnys bean progres-

adrance became (00 slow
to please the rank and file, Taft has
continued the accelernted pace set by
his predecessor and has whipped the
reactiopary element into line with him,
but RMooswevell, animated by mingled
personal animosity and ambition, haw
set Up & new standard of progressive-

siwve, hut its

ness. La Follefts goes even farther
than Roosevelt. Aroussd by the ap-
peals of the two mdical leaders, the

Republican voters have turned agalinst
the organization und have made Tauf
the scapegont of Its sine

When such is the temper of
party tmitalions anid the enmity
Boosevelt and La Fuollette to Taft Is s0

of

smbittered, the nomination of Tart
means whalesale desertion of the
party standard by those who have

imbibed radical ideas. aven If it should
not cause Roosevelt to lead a bolt
Tha: means defeai in November. The
noemination of Rooseyelt means de-
sertion by the conservalive element.
whieh abhore his radicallam, by thoses
who cling to the anti-third-term tradl-
tion and by those who regard Tall us
the true exemplar of progress and as
a man deeply wronged LYy a Tformer
friend. The nomination of Roosevelt
would rend the party a= hopelessly as
would the nomination of Taft It
could be followed by his election only
through the support of the yearly
swalling Independent element, which
gives adhesion (o no party and of Lthe
radical Democracy, which has made
Bryan its idol In shori. Roosevelt
would run simply as a radical, thinly
dlsgulsed as a Republican. Should
the Democrats naminste a reaction-
ary or such a representutive nf the
old-line Democracy as Champ Clark,
Flonsevelt would wreck both the old
partiea by his success and would build
& now radical party, no matter by what

name it might be called. on thelr
ruins
To avert the catastrophe which

must result from the cholce of sither
alternative (= the task now met before
the Republican leaders—nnt those
leaders whom the party & day by day
repudiating, but those men whose
readiness 1o Interpret party principles
in the light nf the needs of the day
and of the popular will qualifies them
to lead and ensures that they will be
follawed. The obstinsie Pourbonism
of such men as Aldrich, Cannon, Pon-
rose, Payne, whose eyes Are never
opened until long after every other
man s wide mwake, han hrought about
this chaotic condition. A new type of
leader must stop to the front, who not
only knows what the party thinks to-
day, bul can Toretell what it will think
tomerrow, who will re-form the bro-
Ken ranks and lead them mlong the
hiazed trall of progress without adven.
turons excursions Into untried paths.
b ———— - — —

TRIFLING WITH TRE PEOPLES VER-
nleT.
Any opinion that the Presitdential

primary law does not mean what ft
was intended to mean, asd what the
voters of Oregon understand and be-
Heve it to mean, cught to receive very
small consideration from anyone, At-
iorney-General Crawford says In ef-
fect—If we understand this eminent
jegzal light arfght—that (Colonel Roose.
welt has not recelved n majority over

1

both Taft and La Fallette In Oregon,
and therefore the delegite who An-
nouteed on the balloy as his slogan

that he was for Taft or for La Follette
is free to vote for Taft or La Follette.

The Oregonlan protests agninet so
technical and strained an Inlerprets-
tion of the law. It s trifiing with
its clear Intent and is & perversion of
the expressed will of the people. The
Presidential primary law onjoins upon
evary delegate the sacred dutly of car-
rying out “to the best of hls judment
and ability”™ “the wishes of his politi-
eal party as expressed by its voters
st the time of the election.”

The wishes of the Republican party
of Oregon, plainly and fairly declared
lagt Friday, are that Roosevelt ba the
Presidential nomines. The delegate
at Chicago who chooses to evade his
definite obligation will be embarking
on hazardous seas.

BLAMING THE PROTLE.

Ten thousand citizens, presumably
in thelr right minds, voted for Lafferty
for Congress. The reason they oast
thelr ballots for Lafferty is apparently
that they wanted such a man as Laf-
ferty to represent Multnomah County

and Oregon in Congress. The public
knew ali sbout his record, but thus
gave him & certificate of thelr admir-
astion snd confidence In defiance of
the facts

The surprising success of Lafferty
is wsed by some of his enemies to
express thelr concern for the Oregon
system. One professional newspaper
champion of the direct primary gives
this mournful prognostication:

The direg! primary eannot carry such bur-
and be responsible for suah produocts
affarty It mmaet yisld betiter results or
lose heavily of the sirong suppart it

[* must pominats belter cand!-
n lafferty or many who have stoad
by it will Jose sotne of thelr con-
n the plam. 1t is met, however. the
fasit of the principle of the direct primary,
but wery inrgely the fanit of the peaple.

The people are all right, even the
ten thousand Democrats and Soclalista
who are registered In Portland as
Republicans and who now folst upon
the Republcan party, throagh its di-
visions and dissensions, such fellows
as Lafferty. But the people are often
confused and distracted by the coun-
sels and importunities of thelr self-
appointed mentors, newspaper and
otherwise, who designedly produce the
identieal result they profess to be
anxioys to avert, and then blume the
people for It

Lafferty’s nomination. even with
Democratic and Sociallstic support,
would have been impossible except for
the serviceabls Bhepherd, The fellows
who put up the money for Shepherd
and the newspaper that offered ald,
eomfort and countenance to his bunco
sumpalgn, by giving him and his In-
sincere guff continued prominence In
Its columns are responsible for Laf-
ferty

Why biame the people, after sys-
tematic deception of the people?

EXPLAINING A DEFEAT,

Senator La Follette, after two days’
cogitation, has spoken, explaining Ore-
gon and its primary election, which did
not indorse him and did not indorse
Bourne, though La Follette had In-
dorsed Bourne. [t was a rare compil-
ment, for La Follette’s rule ls naver
to indorse mnybody butl himseif. Colo-
nel Roosevelt got the popular Ap-
proval, but, adds the Senator sagely.
“Balling was opealy the choice of the
corporate Interests, led by the stand-
pat Oregonian, With the (progressive)
ssue 0 clearly defined Belling re-
celved the nomination for the Benator.
ship by practically the same plurality
as that given Roosevell"™

Now here we have an lllustration of
the manner in which the great radical
statesman often gets his facts when
they are Invisible to all others. The
Wisconsin prestidigitator merely
remohes up into the llimitable air and
produces something that to the amazed

aundience looks like & fact and it
passes for a fact because he says It
i= n fact Great | Bunoo Baob,

The Interesty =upported Bourae. The
Hitle whirlwingd kicked unp =around
Portland last week in behalf of Bourne
was almont entirely the creation of the
so-cnlled rattiad inlsrests, What deal
they made with Bourne ns  vot
boried in their corporate souls, but It
will oul some dJday For there waa
a deal. The radicals and the Interests
thus worked together for Bourne., Ex-
tromés meet, clasp hande, wink the
other eve and sirive for the same end
in pelitics The end this year was
Bourne's re-election Some of the
people cnn be fooled every (me.

i

THE POURTH-STREET FRANCHISE.
The Fourth-street franchise, needed
the Bouthern Paclfic Rallway for
carrying out its extensive plans for an
electric syetem through the Willam-
ette Valley, ought o be granted In
substantially Its modified form. It is
entitied to exactly the same consld-
eration, without regard to previous
cantroversies or interjected lasues, that
should be given to every other busi-
ness enterprise sesking to do business
in the city

The Southern Pacific is desirous of
bullding up & bheavy Interurban traffic
in the territory tributary to this city.
1t announces that It is in readiness to
spend large sums= of money {or build-
Ing and equipping the necessary rall
lines and, by the terms of the fran-
chise, It agroes to begin work within
90 daye and finish within a year. What
the expenditure of the large sums
needed for this work and the attéend-
ant Increased development of the ter-
ritory concerned menn for Portland
can weasily be understood by noting
what other ¢lectric lines have done In
thelr respective flelds

The large outlay at Portland, at a
time when nearly every other elty In
the country ks halting or retrenching
in Itm operations, will be a materinl
lift in the midsummer dallness that
usually precedes a Presidential olec-
tlon. The Immediate advantage, how-
ever, will be smull in ecomparison with
the benefit sure ta follow the estab-
lishment of the extensive electiric rall.
way =ervice whick will pour traffic
into Portland as soon ke the llnes can
be built, or changed from steam to
electric power. Replacing of the steam
tralns, with thelr Infrequent, unsatis-
factory wservice, by hourly electric
trains gathering traffic from the best
part of the Willamette Valley, will
make that rich region vastly more at-
tractive for the =mall farmers and
other suburban dwellers and also for
the steadlly increasing number of tour.
Ists and pleasure-seekers from whom
the scenle attractions of Portland and
its entvirons recelve much free adver-
Using,

In granting the franchise by which
the rallway company may enter ths
city writh this increased wvolume of
traffic, It Is. of counrse, necessary that
the Interesis of the city be properly
rafeguarded, and this point the pro-
posed new frapchise seems 1o have
caoverad pretty thoroughly. The case
before the Bupreme Court is In the na.

L]

rcm-e of n friendly suit to determine the
exnct rights of the city and the rail-
road company under the terms of the
o!d franchise In the event of the
court declding In favor of the rallway
company, the new franchise specifie-
ally provides that the regulations of
the ordinance granting it shall govern,
with exceptions only relating to the
ttmits of the franchise and the com-
mon user on one of the tracks. Under
the terms of the proposed franchise
the Council can regulate the speed of
the trains, designate the stopping
places, the number of cars to be run
{p a train, fix the fare at 6 cents within
the eity limits, compsl the company
to give an hourly service on Fourth
strest and to Increase such service
whenever deemed necessary.

The ordinance in its vital provisions
seema (o have thrown reasonnble safe.
guards around the ofty. It limits the
franchise to twenty-five years on both
the existing track and the new track,
subject only to the Unlteq States Su-
preme Court decision, which may af-
fect one track. In the case of the
common-user clagse the Counell Is
made referee to fix regulations gov-
erning the common uss of the tracks,

Every improvement made in the
transportation facilittes by which
traffic can get in and out of Portland
adds to our population and wealth.
The Southern Paclfic's proposed eleac-
trie system will radiate through ane
of the richest reglons of the gtate,
where the resources are as yet very
meagerly developed.

DBROWNING'S CENTENARY.

The celebration of the 100th anni-
versury of Bfowning's birth on May 7
will bo an event of the first iImport-
ance In the literary world, Like all
grest poets, Browning ¢ more admired
than read, but he his probably mors
readers than any other poet of his
rank, The obscurity for which he Is
often blumed has really been of as-
sistance to him in scouring readers.
The ability, or the pretended ability,
to understand his enlgmas became at
one time a =ort of socinl guinea stamp
certifying that the Individual who pos-
sessed it was bullt of finer clay than
others,

The {lluminated Browningite was a
person to be envied with awestruck
reverence. The inspired hosts formed
themaelves into idolizing clubs and
made Browning rather ridiculous with
their moppings and mowings, but of
course all this folly was tempoTary.
A poet of genuine inspiration could
not be permanerntly monopolized for
the worshlp of a seét of conceited sim-
pletons. Browning has passed safely
through the stage of wealk-minded
{dolatry and we ean now judge him as
we do Shelley and Burns, solely by his
merits,

Browning's obscurlty, =o far a= that
is concerned, has been greatly exag-
gerated. His best poetry Is as lucld as
that of any other writer of the highest
genfus. Of course it requires some
exercise of the Intelligence to under-
stand him, but since he exerclsed his
own intelligence in producing his
poeme thut i to be expected. It Is
oniy the work of blockheads which is
perfectly clear to gunces. In some of
his productions Browning was hno
doubt wilifally pbscure.  His thought
& not well dlaciplined and hi= langfQiage
¢ sn involved and turbid that some-
times It has apparently no meaning.

The best way to treat these poems is
to skip them. There i no post who
repayn judiciops skipping so well as
Browning, and none who gives lurger
returns for study of the parts which
ought not to be skipped Maost of his
shorter pleces are full of sans thought
and aglow with poetical beauty. Some
of them rise to the very lWighest rank
of artistic excellence. FProbably no
writer of modern times has 20 suCcrss-
fully combined profound philogophy
with gesulne poetry as Browning.

ISMAY'S SELF-INDICTMENT

There §s a letter published in The
Oregonfan today from a correspondent
who takes as his text an oditorial par-
ngraph stating that "It were better O
be & Smith dead than an Ismay alive.™
From this text he endeavors to preach
A =sermon on the duty of an editor
when dlscussing an event of note.
We cannot agree with this writer's
opinion that only those acts which
are lofty and noble should be sought
out and made the basis of comment.
It weuld be a sorry world if deeds of
selfishness, thoughtlessness and care-
lessness In time of catnstrophe were
1o go unchallenged and vncondemned
Human frallities are not corrected by

a mantle of entimental charity, The
thought s preposterous,
In this particular case Mr. Ismay

will undoubtedly hear words more
painful to him and criticlsms graver
than have herotofore appeared In The
Oregoninn. The testimony that Mr.
Ismay has given before the Senate im-
vestigating commlittee and the ac-
knowledgments he has made In his
Istter to the press contain his own In-
dletment. It Is the unwritten law of
the sena that the commanding officer
of the =hip =shall go down with his
vossel. The lives of his passengers
are In hig care. When through his
carelessness those lives are put In
jeopardy it s not meet that the one
responsaible should glve thought to
himself. If the time comes that the
gafety of even one of his charges resta
upon hix stepping aslde from rescueo
the law j= absolute, Is right and is In-
variably obeyed,

If we conslder the reasons for the
custom and acknowledge that it is n
proper outgrowth of those reasons,
the same rule in all justice ought to
apply to the owner of a sinking vessel
when through his careleseness there
are Inadequate lifesaving appllances on
board.

It in idlo to say that the loss of tha
Titanic was Inevitable. The captain
knew thers were Ilcebergs near the
path of hie vessel. Tha chief cause of
the wrock was malntenance of high
speed or Insufficlent outleok. Even if
granted that Mr. ITsmay Was not re-
sponsible (or elther of these factors,
he wans the one and only man on
bBoard who was regponsible for the in-
sufficlent mumber of Ifeboats to save
every passenger and every member of
the crew. If the overconfidencs or
carelessness of Captalin Smith made it
proper that he ghould dle that one
mora might be safe., the overconfi-
dence or carclessness of Mr. Ismay
demanded the samoe sacrifice for some-
one he had put In danger.

Mr, [smay was ong of the few men
on board the Titanic that knew the
vessel was doomed, He was told by
both the captaln and chiefengineerthat
the acclident was a serlous one. He
admits this himself. Yet ha steppod
into a lifeboal, leaving behind men
who knew not that if they remainsd
on board they were doomed.

Mr. Tsmay in his lettéer asserts that
tn the boat tn which he escaped there
was room for severml more persons.

Yet the boat rowed away from the

vessel. Dozens of survivors tell of
seeing men swimming ln the water
after the ship went down. Harrowlng
stories are related of men clubbed
awny from the sides of overloaded
lifeboats. Colonel Gracle and other
heroes pulled drowning men on board
a raft until the craft =ank beneath
the waves and the rescued stood knee
desp in the lcy water. J. Bruce Ismay
sat in & dry lifeboat in which there was
room for more and with his back to
the sinking ship pushed an oar to
drive himself away In safety from tha
struggles of the drowning.

In his testimony before the Benate
committee Mr, Tamay admitted that he
ohtained a comfortatle cabln on board
the Carpathia and remained in 1t. But
while he remalned behind It= locked
doors, incommunicado, women and
children, weak and suffering from ex-
posure, glept on the cabin floors of the
overcrowded vesael,

We all may think we know what we
would do if placed in the position of
Ismay. We may belleve we could sup-
pres= the instinct of self-preservation
and stand back that those whose lives
we had placed in jeopardy might be
saved. But there should be no ques-
tion as to what we ought to do, and
we venture (o say that as years go by
the president of the White Star line
himaelf, unless he Is totally hardened
to publie opinion, will express to him.
self the tenor of the thought, "It were
bettér to be & Smith dead than an
Ismay alive.”

Our correspondent’s assertion that
woman lost an opportunity to show
her equality with man In the Titanie
wreck is but one degree removed from
absurdity. Woman is not demanding
the right to demonstrate physlcal sn-
durance equal to man's. She is asking
equal political rights and recognition
of her mental qualifications. She 1 not
demanding the right to plow the flelds,
clear the land or perform other tasks
which require strong backs nnd hard-
ened museles, It Is not silly chivalry
that puts woman first In time of ship-
wreck, Strong men died of exposure
on the life eaft that carried thirts
men. What chance would women have
had on it, or even to rench its unsta-
ble deck? If this sort of “waman’s

rights" had bheen demanded on the
Titanle the grewsome length of the
death list wonld have grown mate-
rjally.

But the element of endurance is not
the real basic influence that causecs
men to put women first in place of

safaty when both are in danger. It In
an all-powerful, pervading and ever-
lanting Instinet. Tt Is the instinet of
preservation of the race. It haz al-
waye existed. Tt always will. Woman
could not destroy it If she wounid: man
would not if he could. Weo shall hold
it and cherish it and obey it through-
out all time.

lLady Hyde, wife of the son of the
Eurli of Clarendon, going to farm
Canada, reckons on doing her own
woprk after dismissing the two servants
brought over with them. There are
millions of women on this
who will welcome her into the noblas
order of domestic muartyrs, confident
that after a spell of dolng the cooking
and washing, feeding the poultry and
performing such other arduous duo-
ties that fall to the farmer’s wife, she
will send out a hurry call for the
malds, Whereupon the milllon sisters
will laungh.

As population grows denser the an-
nual slaughter by tornadoes and coy-
clones grows greater. The lawa by
which these storms are governed are
pretty well understood, but ne effec-
tual protectlion has been devised
gfuinst them Most of the fatalities
{n their path would he prevented if
bulldings were of stone or brick in-
stead of wond., Perhaps Edison’s ca-
ment dwelling will ultimately he the
beat practical safeguard sgainst coy-
clones.

The Klamnath Falls pureée-seed move-

ment is In the right direction. The an-
nual logs to farmers from defective
geed runs into the hundreds of mil-

ltons of dollars. 1f one oat out of avery
three sown falls to germinate a third
of the crop is lost. In Iown thre betler.
seed propaganda hes produced won-
derful results. The same may be done
in Oregon.

continent |

| slagm, for thelir causec

frsay AND womex rmsnm!“’

Writer Defends One and Mourns Loss
of Others' Opportunity to Die.

PORTLAND, April 21.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—The loss of the Titanic has cast
a shadow over tha civillzed world, this
Western city even having haomes ren-
dered desolate thereby. Thinking peo-
ple have surveyed the scana in spirit,
bave pradsed or blamed as they found
the balance welgh, and now the verdict
Is Impending.

This morning you say, "It were bet-

ter to be m Smith dead than an Ismay |

allve,” T hardly think you should have
sald that. A great newspaper's work
ts not to repent, parrot-like, worde per-
scnally painful to an Individual, that
have an eoternal stigma, more than
likely by historians to be @eclared un-
Justified. Rather should not the jour-
nallst, through the medium of his cul-
ture and experience, build iote every
passing event of note, high thinking,
noble concluslons, ever worthy of the
loftiont of idesls—bullding nothing into
the structura of his thought that might
tend to lower pnother's stundard?

1t appears to me that much of the
discussion in the press about the Ti-
tanic has not been sufficiently reasoned
out, We know that the public demands
satiation of Its hews-hunger. and that
it needs to be fed dally. But are there
not master minda n the editorial
chalrs? Then, where are the master-
conclusions?

That midnight scens on the Titanie
is terribla to behold, Slowly, slawly,
sinking, sinking: yet It 1s hard to be-
leve she will really go down. But the

captain knows and has ordered the
lifeboats lowersd, these having room
for only one-third of those on board

Officers are in charge at the gangways,
and the order s “Women and chlldren
first! There Is no panle; everywhers
is obedience and good conduct, all tha
men helping where possible. As the
boats are belng filled, a husband and
wife essay to go togother, linked arm
fn arm; but the husband and father is
pushed on one slde, to dle, the woman
belng hurried in alone, followed by
other women, Several times this hap-
pens, but one or two Instances
recorded where the brave wife refused
to leave her husband's slde, so she
must, therefore, dle with him. And she

are

did! We are told that four men wera
shot by an officer, and thelr bodies
bundled overboard, becauss they re-

fused to glve up thelr places in a life-
boat at his command.

Sir, ara nof women claiming equallty
with men?® Do they not loom large In
the world's activitiea?™ Are they not
already a force to be rockoned with,
intellectunlly, commerciully and politi-
cally? Ars they not heads of great
businesa organizations and firms? Are
they not judges in our courts, lawyers,

doctors, Jurora?l Are they not en-
throned everywhere, and holding up
their end well, to the lasting good of

us all? In the office, in the workroom,
in the social circle, In the home, and
In ‘ull formsa of athlstica, either in the
sky or in the field, are they not ably
represented? Then, where was the
greater, nobler woman In this crisis of
Iife or desth on the Titanic's deck?
She clalms equality with men In all
slss: why not elaim the right to die
ke men® Waa not she who took tha
husband’'s place when torn from his
wife's side unworthy of her sex, the
noblar, greater women? Was not sha
eraven, coward, deserving of oblivion
only?

Woman's opportunity had come! Her
destiny was in her hands, and the world
was watching. MHow glorions for her
would not this midnight hour have
been If, instead of letting mers man
stand aslde, to dle, for her, she had
commanded that he pass on in his turn
to the boat, to life—had demuended,
with one united faminine demand, that
in this dread erists they be not privi-
leged.

“Na,
waords
echoed round the
less thousands to the

How thosa
and re-
connt-

sir! After youl”
would have echoed
world, ralsing
helght of enthu-
was won, bring-
ing musie Joy, hope and & new 1ife to
splendid womanhood, The dawn of
April 135, 1812, would have inaugurated
n new era for her, and men wonld love
und sdors her as never before. No
need of & window-smashing campalgn,

no pneed of rioting to win thelr right
to wote ke man. Thelr deeds that
| night assurad 1t

I elaim that If this mobler woman-

hood had asserted itself at that epochal
moment. & new page would have been
begun in the story of mankind, a mo-

| mentous era been uahered In, heralding

|n potent

80 long as powerful [(nterests hire |

lawsers to fight over Harry Thaw's |

Insanity, It wlll remaln an open ques-
tlon, Such jong-drawn-out contests
OovVer A
are the chilef cause of criticlsm of the
courts and induce peopls to jend a
rendy ear to advocates of popular elec-
tions to decl@de points of law,

An amateur electrician of Wisconsin
has been given 3100000 by the Gov-
ernmont for a device that will kil
rats on warships, but what the country
needs more s something that will do
the work in the poultry vard. Prob-
nbly half the chickens hatched in the
Spring are eaten by these pests, entali-
ing tentative loss of milllons.

The proposal of a coastwise shipping
concern to handle graln In bulk would
eliminate a heEvy burden of expenss
in sacks and thelr handling if the
scheme became general. The sack
tax of more than 5 per cent comes out
of the crop and could not be equaled
by additional elevator charges.

There ik no hope of changing the
jaundiced view of the Titanic disaster
held by such men as the Milwaukeae

Socinlist who was chastisod by Mr.
Stone, but the chastissment will at
least check the open expresszlon of

such views,

While the whole stite is delibarating
how to bulld good roads, Multnomah
County is bullding them. The crushed
rock road to the Bandy River is only
one of seversl.

Buppress all baby-farming. The hap-
leas infant would better be cared for
by chilllng Institutlonzl machinery
than drag out an existence in squalid
misery,

Though the Titanle disester fa ap-
palling, there are death and destruc-
tion by flood and wind in the Southern
States that call for substantial sym-

pathy.
There are something less than a
hundred tales of how It was done, but

the most potent s not givan—the de-
foated falled to get enough votes,

The Hon., Steve Lowell invested
$1031 and had quite a run for his
money,

Better than 17 cents for Oregon
wool = rairly well for a start.
et

Stop gambling on baseball and keep
the gume clean,

worthless member of soclety |

of man and

agvancement

woman emantipated,
JOHN CHARLES WRIGHT.

MATTEIL OF WHISKERS AND TR ADE

York Travelleg Man's Quecr
Experience on the Road,

Exchange
Cotteril] tas a grand and

A New

Charles A

gorgeous =2t of whiskers which, In
their awn gold and tawny way, show
as many varying bues.as change
sllk under the midduy gun. T

mixed up in that growth of bea

the marvelous tints of the =uUnRr
South African gold mines and the
cus posters. But there Is a sad story
connected with tha facial adornment
The first vear that Cotterill traveled
for a big drug firm of New York City

he waved the whiskers up and won 8
| wide verritory. seiling mucl; merchan-
friend At the

dise nnd making manj
end of e seazon he got a4 ghave, and
on his next trip the tragedy began (o
unfold Nobody knew him Every time
he want up to a man a6 whom he had
made & sale previoumy, Lhe fellow
wonld say:

“You are not Cotterili. How well 1
remamber Cotterill! He was n merry.
good-naturad. ontertaining fellow, and

he told such good storles. Besldes, he
had whigkers, and you have none. You
can't be Cottearill”

After 3 week of thie, Cotterill, wut-

terly dejected by the fact that he could
make no headway in hig dusiness, tele-
graphed his firm as follows:
“Must have leave of absence
enough to grow a heard"
He has not shaved since.

long

A Treagedy.
Hubby risses from his chair, gazing
round with vacant air. Wife; guesses
instantly, he wants a thing ha cannot

nee, “George,”” she whispers sweet
enotigh, *“what s 117 He answers
{ gruff, “Can’t you seo that I must and
o, and In this garb I'11 be a show,
Don't resist me. Let me fly; T will
find this thing or die. To the kitchen
hubby swishes, overturning pans and

dishes; up the qulet, somber =ialrs to
the second floor ha soars: to each ward-
roba, throuzh each room—but In vain.
He =inks in gloom upon tha cold and

polished fioor: he was Iate—it made
hMm sore.
Wifey finds him JIying [iat—hears

him moan, “1 want my hat” Glad is
she that he's not dead. and she crles,
“It's on your head.”

3. NORBREY PLEASANTS.

Strength of Army.
JEFFERSON, Or., April 21.—(Tn the
Edltor.}—J would be very much pleased
{f you ean tell me the number of men
In the United States standing Army.
AMY J. STEINBERG.
Tt is Mmitad to 100,000, staff and
fine. The enlisted strength Is Dow
mbout 77,600,

Peru of Potato Fame.

Indinnapolls Newn.

Peru is the natural home of the po-
tate, which grows In many varleties,
Of these the most [amous I8 the Peru-
vian yellow potato. It Ix of exquisite
tuste, highly nutritious, with a golden
golor and a thin rikin

Writer Declares No Controversy Over
Orderly Ceasing of Work. :.

| BEAVERTON, Or, April 22,—(To the
| Editor.)—Under the caption of "Hicks
| Verdict Stirs,” The Oregonian prints
& letter over the signature of one
Edgar W. Stahl., Now, as (o of
the polnts 4n Mr. BEtahl's article, We
all know them by heart: it's the same
old whine. We quote: "It Is said
working man should not strike.”
That depends eéentirely upon the
|'struction we give to the word “strike.”
| 1f it means that the laborer is
to -!o-_-lros'lng property the moment
quits work; intimidating those who
wWant to work; trying to pravent trans-
portation companjes from performing
thelr Jegitimuts duties to the public
disabling engines, cutting air brakes; |
wenkening bridges, bBlowing up build-
|Ings, ete, and thereby Jeopardising
| acores of innocent lives, I say If that
i# what iIs meant by a “strike.” then
1 bellove that every man in Christen-
dom who loves fustice, mercy und fair
play would answer most emphatically,
*No, the laborer has no right to strika”
On the other hand, there is ne
af those men who would not conceds

#fome

the

cion-

tu gO

by

him the perfect right to guit work the
moment his contract explired. All that
is nsked of him Is to keep his hunds
off other peaple’s proparty, go hi=s own

way and attend strietly to his nwn af-
fairs, All this your correspondent |s
suraly Intelligent ehough to Know as
well as 1 do. But instead of agmitting
these things, he tries to work up senti-
ment and sympathy by rehashing the
time-honored cry of “poverty.”

T have worked muany n day in the
Portiand sawmills, have seen scores of
men spend every doller the 1 = OVAr
the hotel bar as fast as they earned
It, and felt at the time that thousands

of others in the clty were probibly do-
Ing the very samo thing 1 have
worked in railrond and i« £ CAmps

and found exactly the sam onditions
there. Suppose thelr wages had been
$10 per day, doas pny one i Eina that
thoy would have baen any better off
at the end of the wyear? And thess are
the very men who are aternally setting
up the howl of “poverty.

I have In mind a man who worked
whan 2 boy for $3.50 per week, and he
won out. “Why? Simply because he
wanted to: because he looked o the
future; bochnuss he carly had an aim
and object in life, and because he dldn't
walt until middle nge. with a famlly
dependant upon him, before he began
to think of these things. No wonder
he' succeeded. Desth alonae was the
only power that conld have prevented
it But had he quit work and laid

around half his time, and had no amoi-
tion to rise above the nmon level of
a day laborer, he would wdoubtedly
be one among them to this duy.

Your correspondent speaks of 2 man
“without a dollar to his name” Well,
bud that man kept his share of the

$200,000 or $300,000 that the unions sent
to Darrow to defend & couple of the
mopst inhtiman monsters that ever lived

he might have several dollurs to his
erodit now. He draws a very pitiful
pleture of the greed of the employer
and the gnawing hunger of the em-
ploye. Perhaps had the latter gone
baek to work last Fall when the rall-
road company begged him to, Instend
of Ioafing around all Winter, his finan-
cial condition might not be quite g0
deplorable as the writer wouid iike to
have us belisve. a wonder he has
“little or no credit.” What conserva-
tive banker is going to lend & muan
money when he is llable to lay down
his tools and walk away any minule

at the beck or call of some Inbor lender
(usually a foreigner)?

In reviewin the remninder of Mr

Half a Ceuntury Ago

Stahl's lettor 1 find it nothing but the
stock argument of the unions at all
times, But the intelligent cltizen
knows something about the rallroad
strike last Fall. It wasn't altogether
i quastion of wages. They were proh-
ably getting better wages than Lhey
hadl ever gotten in thelr llves befori
It was 4 question of dletation and boss-
{gem on the part of the ont . But
the ecompany, like the striker himself
who has any pride or spirit about hin
proposed to manage their own business
in thelr own way.

The laboring man has a perfoct right

to demand higher wages and better
conditions whenever he fit to do
g (have done It mys time and
again), and if he only apnse or
| principles enough zsbout to

| thut iInstead of destroying pr
dictating such conditions to n
company, for Instunce, as would 3
fmpuir s afficilency, If not actua

| jeopardizing the lives of the traveling
publle, he would soon find i wave of
publlc =entiment In his favor that
would sweep everything before it

A N. LOWE.

be constructed by the Nilcaragun routa
at considerable less eost than the loc
canial Wt Panamu. Why, then, ddid
Roosevelt pay $40,000,000 Tor a job lot
of wornout, antiquated machinsry und
caved-in ditch whic had 1o be prac-
tienlly all reconstructad hy the Amerl-
na.u!,‘wm-n for lesa monaey rights could
have been secured from NIcATWZUA and
a saving made of seversl million dol-
lars in construocting the cannl?

The advantages of a se w-Tevel canal
over the lock type aro manifold. Thera

are no delays to shipping, while lock
gates are being opened and closed,
No expensive zate machinary to guat

out of order and Wwear out: no crews
of gate-tenders to draw pay year In
and year out, and. In addition to all
this, the costly locks of the Panama
Cansl may be rendered useless at any
time by one of the frequent earth-
quakes on the isthmus,

As Prestdent Taft has made the best
aof & bad bargnlin, and has so vigorously
and succs ssfully pushed the construe-
tion of the FPanama Canal, it secms to
me that he, having borne the main bur-
den of the work, ehould have the honor
of complefing it insteid of Roosevelt,
who, to say the most In his favor, made
buot & bad beginning.

FRANK W. ETONE.

Junior.

ONTARIO, Qr.,. April 20.—(To the
Editor.)—What' is the meaning of “soc-
ond.” following & name oo a caliilng
card, for instance, Mrs. James Froderick

| Allen, 24° SUBSCRIBER.

Oregonian of

San Juun
matior Wiy

of Commons
J M1

Ler

what 1
po==e=ssion of
I=sland of San Juan; X
HDY NEZ0LIALIOR pPénd

upon

not
or my
paris
into

that time
rled on
ment ana
& view o

of course,

Island of San Junn.

Affairs

in the saz H. 'nited
States At L hs, Onltad
States Marshal, ih; E D, Shat-

United

tuck,

sitore toda

1] tomarrow

ready

for the reception of guests.
the bonefit of Miss Virginia
comes off. =i has, during

many friends

favorite.

T us, mode

1 @ univarsal

ormad that & number of

ng men, re 1 in hair oil

d cologne, ara in the hahit of
ung lad 1 Portisnd

t noon and ary day

r out with

I 1D A Tais-

fan At A

s hecoming dis-
, and they
about tha
No girl
g any seal t or regard for
Hor parents would enlt to & man of
this character, let alone keap his com-
pany
Married—At the residence of tha
! the 1fth
My,
Davie o
Mi I
John H. Stevens,
n ” *
As “Ed” Howe Sees Life
No one appreclates a favor very long.
not a millionaire, but 1 have
had n =quire deal In that 1
ha alwnys had & right rto be ond
The brutal vruth finally wong
better than the plensant which
starts people In the wrong d tion
\ ou réegsive 1 ISEAQOE f"-'.f:]
brain and heart y» not true; but
when your stomach epeaks, ¥ou may
depend upon it
After a man has attended funerals
50 or 80 wyears, ha bhegins to renlize
what death mctnally In
wige man will not rob you, becauna
he knows you will muke a disugrecable
it that will Injure him morea
fit of the robbery will
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Writer Thinks Roosevelt Made Bad
Hargain In Panams. THE WORLD'S BUSIEST STREE1
VANCOUVER, Wash, April 12.—(To - 25
the Hdltor.)—A paid advertisement in A Lomdon Thoropghfare Doce a Husis
The Oregonian prior to the recent pri-
mury election reads. “Vote for Tedidy; Lasti
he started the Panama Canal, Ist him proyd i
finlsh it i o
This suggests a gquesiion which 1 AT
have not heard discussed during the 5
prasent campalgn, Why the Panama
Cannal? =
If memory serves me vight, Senitor :
Morgan, of Alabama, 3 talking e-
Nicaragua in the jate but at that | -
||timr- Ferdinand De Lessops, backe -
a strong French company, had = o
the Panama Canal, and as he had ihle =
successful In digging the Suez Cdnal, | mance, its asnndisms,
thera was every, reason o belleve that daring len)  col-
he would succesd in opening Lhe iapses, s L RN most
Panama dftch, Therefors, it was aitfi- | artiticial i ntions No-
cult to interest Congress in the we i e ol cp human omo-
of bullding a rival canal at Nickragua, e experienced
but at the time Theodore Roosevelt wit of hopes and foar
aequired the Panami property tha | slckening res and Intoxlciating suc-
French company was bankrupt, charges | cessos
of dishonesly Wwere pending agalnst when markets are ‘booming.”
De Lesseps, and there was no pros ; f palpitaring, nervous ex
that the work woulldl evar be resumad | unknown elsewhers, exoepl
by the French compiny. ni¢ Is sngineered
The United States Government Was clers In Amerlea L,
under no obligatipn to take over the London, New Yor i
properties of the French company, nnd market; we doal in the
investigation by competent engineers the universe. sMonoy
has proved that a sap level ednal can rules the world; we control the totel
enld supply. In the street values parre

| constantly bheing manipulatcd; fortunes

are promptly made—and B
tween the "hulls” v swant to f
prices up. and the *he who
to ang. them down, & flerce baltia
rages Incessantly
An
Oh., what is 5o i1 da
When the sun and 14
Heart Is g8y,
And the robln calls to lis merry mala,
“'Tiy wonlng time, v do you walt?*
Don't your Lheart ww beat in &
differant W}
Oh, what Is so glad as an April day?
Oh, what Is so glud as an April day?
Yesterday may have beon cold and
ErAY;
But today the sun shines so glorious
It make s long to be free, froe, fres,

Free to listen to = af mate,
Never to stop or hesitate,
D, this s & wonderful world, I say,
And what s wo § d as un Aprll

LOTTIE F. KELLY.

Iy

Naval Hank of Natlons.
EUGENE, Or,, April 22 —{To thes Bdi-
tor.)—We wish to know which [= flrst,
second and third In the Tighting
pacity of the navies of the world.
does the United States rank?
A J, TOTTIN

How

Great Britiin s first, Germany sec-
ond, United States third, In number of
modern battleship~




