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THE OREGON SYSTEM AND THE COURT
In deciding the initiative and refer-

endum came the Supreme Court drew A |

fins but perfectly clear distinction be-
tween the government which makes
mws and the lawa themselives
they have been made, [t is within the
power of the court to Judge of the con-
stitutionality Inws, but =8 to the
propriety of the form of government
which makes them it has nothing to
say. That i» a political question which
Conrrem must decide and Congress
mlosie, The complaining telephone
sompany, Chief Justice While
marks, &id not allege that it was un-
Sustly taxed, No formality
or squallaing the tax had been omitied
is far as the documents in the case
not like

of

re-

showed. The company daid

the form of the state government un-
der which the tax had been lovied.
That was the Yong and short of It

eause. Had the same tax, to the same

amount, been levied under the old
form of #tate government, we Are
bound to infer that the company
would have aubmitted and pald It

without controversy, but inasmuch as
it did pnot theorctically approve of the
fnitintive and refersndum it requested
the Supreme Court to overthrow the
Fevernment In which that feature is
embodied and incidentally relleve It
of the disagreeabls duty of paying =
ax.  Says Chief Justice While, “The
tavault which the contention here al-
ranced makes !s not on the lax as &
ixx but on the state s a state”

The telephone company was in about
he same sitgation s an Englishman
would have been In Cromwell’s time
" he had refassd to pay his tax be-
stise the lord Protector wias not A
sitimate mokarch, A contention of
ihis species, the Supreme Court de-
saren, Is not “justiclable” In com-
jom language, It is not an lssue to be
fscided by the courts, but a political
pestion to be declded by Lthe votera
tnroagh thelr representativea in Con-
~s4. Il may be passed upon when a
sw state asks for admission. Indeed

has already been passed upon at
sach times, Incidentally tf not explicie-

. and Congress is on record as falling
+ disapprove of the Oregon system
yen if It has not in so many words
sciared for I Agaln the subject may
sme up when the Senators or Repre-
«ntatives from Oregos or Arkansas,
* any other of the innavating states,
% for thelr seats in Congress. Should
they be forbldden to ke Lthelr seats
Oregon system would paturally
fade away. But heretofore slates liv-
g under the Oregon system have
wan treated in Congross Just the same
ws the rest, and we may safely assuma
thai they always wili be. Congress ia
aof B body which woes around looking
lor trouble.

We may therefore make up our
vinds that the Inltintive, referendum
il recall have hecome a permanent
sart of our governmenial machinery,

- o

in levying | o

aftar |

THE GRAEAT DEFECTION.

What is the matter with La Folletts,
anywas T The pesudo followers of the
Wisconsin man say he is mick. He
says he in well and strong—well and
strong enough to run for President.
They may he ls not a candidate. He
says he s a candidate. They say he
cannot be nominated now, poor fallow,
He says he can be if the progressives,
or insurgents, who so “vallantly and
nolsily lined up bdbehind him early in
the campalgn, will atay by him.

Medill MeCormick, .who roared out
a vehemont denia) to The Oregonian,
that Bourne would ever desert La Fol-
lot himseolf is the first to strike the
La Follatte fiag, and make a dusty

exit toward Oyster Bay. The brave

Pinohot goes Inte mock herojes about |
fis virtpous motivea In helding break |
La Follette’s back in the Interest of |
his old friend, the Colonel. ﬂmmofi
Johnson suddenly decamps, iasuing a

buraing proclamation of feaity to the |
ecause, A lot more bold warriors join |
the army of evacuation, desertion and |

despalr The great alliznce s at an||
and

Mr. Roosevelt got Mr. Talft In the
Presldency and left him. Mr. Roose- |

valt got Mr, La Folletts In the race
for Preaidency and left him. Wea have
no doubt that Colone! Rodsevelt had
aund reasons in each instance for his
nction. No doubt at all. But we can |

| hardiy restraln a powerful curioaity to

| with his advice was to hold an Indig-

| more attentive they are to thelr studies

| the money supply

There ls Do practieal way to got rid |

f them antfl the people axperience n
hangs of heart and vots them cut of
‘tistence Very lkely It =ill bs a
ong time belfore that happens. In the
neuntimes dimenters must reconcile
rthemsiives the bert way they can to
iving under the few syaiem Adjast-
ment may come slowly In some in-
tances, but It will come In course of
tirne

The Oregon aystem must invelve seme
pointas which are In harmony with hn.
man nature or It would not have per-
pisted In the world as it has, It did
not originats InOregon, in splte of its
misleading nams, Nor was It iInovented
in Bwimoeriand It 1s ns old as ths
republica of Oreece and Rome, where
1 was habitually practiced even to the
recall of publie officials. Like all gor-
eramental devices, It has come
to 4o with some original faults and
some which arise from local condi-
tionse
that & change so radical In ordinary
American ways of governing could be
put Inte operation without many blun-
ders, Now (hat the sywtem Itself Ls
pecyre from assault It may be possible
te give these bBlunders candid consid-
eration and Sorvect some of them.

Ax long as thers was any doubt about
the constitutlenality of the Oregon

| servient

down |

It would be aleurd to suppowe |

what they were

A DREADFUL REVENGE

Prinelpal Jenkins of the Jeffarson
High Bchoel d4id a Aery bold deed, 1
seems, when he advised his puplls to
shun extravagancs in thelr attire and
forbade lavish display at class parties,
If he had foreseen what o terrible vie-
itation his words wonld provoke very
he never would have let them
elip out of his mouth. The first thing
the “soplor class” did after Mr Jon-
kins had offended its aristocratic ears

know

nation meeting® I the hoys and girls
have not the Inborn right to be as ex-
travagant and foollshly wasteful of
their parents” money as they please
this senfor class was golng to know
the reason why. At the Indignation
moeting, or somewhere elss, an ex-
quisitely cruel revengs was planned.
It was decided to appear st schoal on
Monday ‘In a grotesgue caricature of
the clothing which Mr. Jenkins had
urged them to wear. The bhoyas clad
themselves In flanne! shirta and rough
boots, the girls In plain skirts with
thelr hair in bralds. It was supposed
that these costumes would fiil the
principal's soul with remorse and
make Wm wish he had not sald any-
thing about his pupils’ clothes.

In our opinion It ought to Pbe made
a rule of the Jefferson school that the
girl senlors should always dress just |
as they did on that day.  Halr In
braids is the proper thing for scheol-
iris and so are “plain skirts.” They
never ought to be allowed to attire |
themsolves {n any other fashion. Girls
of thelr age should be thinking of their
books and not of thelr clothea and
beaux |

Theze foollsh young people have en- |
tirely lost sight of the purposs TOr‘
|

which they are sent to school, The
district does not pay taxes and employ
teachers in order to provide boys and
girls with an opportunity to show off
thelr fine clothes. The hope is that
ey may learn a Uttle something dur-
ing thelr school years that will help
them earn a living afterward, The

and the less they think of social gran-
deur the batter It will be for all
concerned.

MHOW TO BREAKE THE “MONEY TRUST.™
Bryan s haunted these days by two
bogies—the money trust and the Na-
tiooal reserve scheme. He s con-
vinced that the purpose of the National |
Mountary Commission In recommend-
ing 1the National rescerve scheme is |o|
give the money trust such a hold on |
of the country as |
cannot be broken He avers that |
an lmpartial Inguiry a2 needed o
prave the existence of the trust, and
that the trust s endeavoring to con-
cral its existence by having a sham in-
quiry made by the Houss commititee on
banking and currency, In which evil
purpaose it is aided by Underwood and
the other leaders of the Demncrar;'.|
Only by a special committee, not sub-
6 “the Interests™ can the |
trust and |is workings be uncovered, he |
aflirms. .
Now comes John V., Farwell, presi-
dent of one of Chicago's greatest
banks, and chief advocnte of the Na- |
tlonal reserve, amd asserta that, while
there ts no money trust, thére ia A cen-
tralization of motncy and credit in a
few great banks ' which will become

| greater uniess we provide a remedy. |

The remedy he proposess is the adop-
tien of that very National reserve |
schemo of which Bryan exprasses such
abhorrence, He would make onv'
bogey a veality in order to kill the
other.

The centralization of money ia the |
resull of our National banking system,
vvhich requires banks In smaller clttes
to deposit thelr reserves In the great
banks of the reserve citles, These lat- |
ter hanks must keep thalr country !
btank deposits in liguld form—that la,

systom & person who eriticised any of | In loans which can be quickly called In /

Jta fauits was supposed to be an enomy
of direct legislation
confusion of thought need no longer
exist. The new method of government
being out of all danger, one may

treason o polgt out some respecis
wherein it s not quite Infallible. This
s not our purpass Just now, hut we
may take the liberty at another time
No doubt the Suprome Court has ex-
amined the subject iIn a broadminded
way and decided the lwmue for the best
interent af the country. Hslleved of
petty and aphemeral considerations,
the controversy hardly admitied of any
ather handling, as The Oregonlan ob-
served some time ago. No doubt the
eourt could have found plenty of ar-
guments looking the othar way If it
had been so Inclined.

Haf ths Oregon system been In
praoctics nowhare outside of Oregon,
the court might have seen the law In
a different light Clrcumstances alter
canes. It is one thing to throw a soll-
tary stats Into chaos and a very d4if-
ferent thing to revolutionise half a
dosen ar more. Our highest tribunal
not only fMizes an Intelligent gasze upon
the election returas, but it alse casts
a Judictous glance now and then over
the world outside the chamber where
it sits and modifies iis reflections ac-
cordingly. Jove doesn't lurk in a cav-
ern. Ha dwells on the wery top af
olympus and scans all that lies below

This unhappy | banka.

be | more are hot
permitted without an aceusation of | banks may need the money befare the

——

order to meet the demands of country
The maost liquld form Is call
loans on securities. Loans on com-
mercial paper which ran stxty days or
liguld enough, for the

loans mature. At certaln seasons the
New York banks become glutted with
money and they lend it at such low
rates as to stimulate stock specula-
tion, inflate prices and thereby provoke |
panies.

The National gesarve scheme would !
break the grip of the few great bankns |
on the monay supply by piacing the
reserves under the control of an asso-
clution governed by all the banks of |
the country instead of by these few.
The 2maller banks of the South and
West would really control, for they'
would have mors votes In proportion
to thelr capital than the large banks.
This centralizsation of the reserve
would have for its purpose the discount
of commercial paper at a uniform
rate for the whole country. There
would no longer be n surplus of money
in one section, a scarcity in another.
Not anly would commercial and agri-
cultural loans be the prime purpose,
but loans on securities would be for-
pdden, The National peserve would,
therafore, cut off the supply of money
from the Wall-strest speculators and
divert it to productive and mercantile
industry. It would check the Inflation

| atate und the promotsrs,

of stock prices and provent the panics

which follow collapse of the specula-
tive bubble.

In fghting against the National re-
sarve scheme Hryan is fighting for the
money trust and Wall street. If he
wished to break the power of the
money trust, he should join Farwell
In urging Congress to create the Na-
tional Reserve Amsociation.

—
NEACHEYT'S DBASEBALL.

At first glance it may not seem to
be much of & trick to oatch & basaball
which has fallen directly downward
300 fent. Why could not anybody do it
as weall as Elmer Zacher? Lincoin
Heachey, the aviator, dropped a base-
ball to Zacher from o helght of 300 feet
and he caught It. The feat is deemed so
remarkable that the newspapers Aare
talking about 1. To fall 300 feet
would take the baseball between four
and five seconds If Beachey dropped
it without a throw. When It came
within reach of Zacher's hand it woas
falling at the rate of about 150 feet a
second, which la something lUke two
miles a minute. Hence the Impact of
the ball sn Zacher's hands must have
been very perceptible. Had he not
canght It just right, no doubt It wouid
have made his fingers tingle and per-
haps It might have brokean one or fwo
of them. A bullst shot from a gun
may have a yelockty of 1500 feel per
second, which is speven or eight times
as fast ns Beachey's baseball, but not

! yory fast avhen we compare it with

som# veloolties

The earth travels on lla axis at the
rate of A thousand miles an hour. That
Iv, & wpot at the equator does. Toward
the poles the motion is not so swift. A
thousand miles an hour means about
the same ns 1500 feet per second, so
that & bullet shot townrd the east at
the equator might possibly keep up
with the sarth for a little while, But
the bullet would be pulled to the
ground by gmavity pretty soon, while
the earth would glide smosthly on.

The earth ls a torpid old reptlls,
compared with llght, which travels at
tha rate of 1%0,000 miles n second.
That is to say, light slips round the
carth almost elight times while the
heart beats once. This is some speed,
but thers are things which go faster.
If gravity fs not a fixed Influence per-
vading the whole universe equally It
must travel with a certain speoed, but
if it has a velogity It Is so rapid that
nobody has ever percelved it, much
Jless ' has It been measurod,

DEMOCRATIC COFFEB AND DOUGHNTTS
A wtocl phrase !n Democratic plat-
formas Is “expenses of the Government
economically administered.” That !s
e genern! term which ssunds well, but
conveys no definite meaning, In or-
der to discover iis meuning we musat
examine the Interpretation put upon It
by its authors as evidenced by deeds.

The first Important act of the Dem.
ocratls at this session of Congress, in
connection with the expenses of the
Government, was the passage of the
$756,000,000 Sherwood pension bill
Then came economy in refusal to bulld
more battleships and in cutting the
number of cavalry regiments from
fifteen to ten, They pay for the pen-
glon luxury by crippling the Apmy and
Navy. That l= what economlcal ad-
ministration means to them,

Taft in the meantime has stopped
the annunl increase In governmental
expensea and has effected an actunl
docreass of $25.000,000 a year. In so
dolng he has not crippled any depart-
ment or any burefin of & depart-
ment. but has secured better, more of-
ficlent service. He has wiped outl the
postal deficit at the same time that he
hns eostablished the postal savings
banks and extended the rural fres de-
livery to the remotest partas of the
country. Has guts a dollar's worth for
every dellar expended, and spendas
what Is saved In giving the people
more facilities,

Taft is the real economist. Demo-
eratio sconemy ls that of the spend-
thrift, who squanders his money on
making “a night of It" and savea
next morning by breakfusting on cof-
fes and deughnuts.

THE ORFGON IRRIGATION CONGRESS,

Irrigation In Oregon has nDow
awakened the active [nterest of the
whale state. It has ceased to be the
aubject of enthusinsm for a compara-
tively few alert, publle-spirited, pro-
gressive clitizens, It has coased to be
the subject of mere oratorical flights
about making the desert biossom Ilke
the rose. Attention ila now turned to
the practical question of how and
where to put water on the land and
hoaw to plant settlers upon it and start
them on thelr career ns homimakers,

That i the encouraging conclusion
to be drawn from the presence at the
first sesslon of the COregon Irrigation
Congress of the Inargest number of del-
egates which bhas ever attended such
a gathering. It is also thoroughly rep-
resentative of all parts of the stale,
not anly the arid and semli-arid section
eant of the Caseéades, but the humld
section of the weat. IL ls composed
net only of the capitalleis whose money
is essontial to the development of irri-
gation projects, of men who own the
Iand to be Irrigated, but of practioal
frrigators fresh from the soll, who
have solved the problems In their
dally work. The whole state 18 moved

|
|

will be thwarted If word should go
forth that homescekers are with im-
punity victimized by promoters.

West of the Cascades the congreas
will have a new feature In Irrigation

to consider. Because this section has
& humid climate, 1t has been assumaed
untll recently that irrigation would be
superfiuous., 8o L. would be, if the
raln wwere about equaily distributed
throughout the year. But this section
I lemss humid than s populariy
supposed and It has a long, dry season
in the Summer during which irrigation
I necossary. God sends enough Water
to make the land yleld abundantly, but
he leaves man to distribute it at the
soason when it Is needed, This can
only bes done by storing water during
the wet senson for use during the Aary
renson, Hence have come two large
irrigation enterprises in the Willam-
otte” Valley, ono at Canby, ths other
at Btayton, for watering of land whan
the crops most need molsture, from
a supply =tored when the earth Is
saturatod.

The development of both Eastern
and Western Oregon thus depends to
a large extent on Irrigation. The Ir-
rigation Congress can, by interchange
of Ideas and oxperiences, spread
knowisdge how best to bring svater to
the land and how best to apply It
The congress can alsa volcs publie
opinlon on any legisiation which may
be needed and can exercise powerful
levorage in bringing about such lexis-
Intion. Its character as representing
the most energotic and best {nformed
people on this subject entitles Its rec-

| ommendations to respectful connldera-

tion, both by the volers and the
Leglslature.
— ———_ — |

A crusade !n thg name of decency
nganinst obscene postal cards is jong
overdusa. It is unaccountable that the
mails are open to some of the postal
cards that pass through It The ex-
planation prabably is that the practice
of sending objectlonable plcture pos-
tals through the malls Is of Insidious
growth and has fastened itself upon
the protty, Inexpensive and convenlent
souvenir postcard which met with
such Instant and wide popularity as
featal day romembrances. The eolty
vice gcommlission, after due Investign-
tion, finds that the state law covering
tha sale, display and distribution of
obscens boolks, plctures and papers s
not comprehensive enough to cover
publications that are suggestive of in-
deconcy and Immorality—usually of
pletures and postoards—and urges
supplemental legisiation that will be
both deterrent and punltive. In the
meantime proper compiaint and evl-
dence lodged with the postal anthori-
ties would doubtiess in due time shut
these Indecent postals out of the malls,
while.a city -ordinance could be made
to clear the display cases in stationery
bootha.

The pomposity of “Young America,”
and the sillineas to which it leads when
it clashfts with sedats and competent
authority in the public high sohool
wore withessed in the gard In which
the students of the Jefferson High In
this clty appeared In thelr classes Jast
Monday. Very properly their bump-
tlousness passed unnoticed by the prin-
cipal who had incurred thelr mighty
displeasure Inst Friday by advising
them to dress modestly and becoming-
1¥. Later in life these puplls will look
back with shame and confuslon of fate
upon this display of childish indigna-
tion against the principal who advised
them to dress as became thelr age and
place in Hfe. Just now, however, they
ars fully persuaded that the joke Is on
Principal Jenkins,

The romance of Mre. Upton Sinclalr
and Harry Kemp, the Kansas poet, has
run Its brief race, and after the man-
ner of fitful things snuffed out. This
announcement with varfious and sun-
dry detalls stifies any lingering sym-
pathy for “Uppy” that the sentimen-
talist may have Indulged, while a

giance at the plctured faces of NMrs. |

| Blncinir and Harry Kemp that accom-

!
|
|

by the impulse to water the dry land |

and bring it under cultivation,
This congreas recognizes that the
day for gencrallzation is past and that

| we must now deal with apecific under-

takings. We shall hear of progress on
the Governmeut projects on the Uma-
tille and Kiamath and shall have the
merits of the wWest sxténsion of the
former project threshed out. We shall
hear what can be dore on the John
Day and the Malheur by the Govern-
ment. Next in order of Importance
come the Carey act projects on the
Deschutes and in Harney County, of
which thea former have hecome the
subject of controversy botween Lhe
The state,
having Inourred obligation to the Gov-
wrnment to secure the watering and
settlement of thisa land as a condition
of acquiring title for tranafer to the
sottlers, clearly has both the right and
the duty to insure that the settlers got
what they pay for, which 1x not only
the land but water for lrrigation at
the price stipulated and a clear title
whaoh they comply with the terms of
the contract. The congress may well
doclars ltsslf on this subject without
any appearance of taking sldes In the
controversy.

Following in order of importance
tha Caray act projects are ssveral proj.
ecis #ast of the Cascades, some of con.
siderable magnitude, which are being

carrled out by private corporations,.

These have the merit of being free
from many of the conditiona imposed
on settlers on Government and Carey
act projects. Where the enterprise |s
conducted on sound engineering and
business principles, without Infiation

pany the printed statement of thelr
blighted romance Ieaves one in doubt
as to which of the two to congratulate
on release from the other, and fain to
t ke refuge in the 0ld saying that it Is
“a plty to spoil two houses with them."”

Harry Atwood's proposed flight
across the Atlantle looks romantically
dirficult, but probebly it can be man-
aged well enough. With a good en-
gine and plenty of gasoline he ought
o " complete the Journey In safety.
S8hould an accldent happen, the dangar
will not be so serious as on land, wa-
ter being softer than rock. Besides,
Atwood will carry a lifeboat. We see
no reason why he should not succeod.

The only reason we have heard for
dismissing the elghty bribery indlot-
ments agalnst Abo Ruef is that there
are elghty of them. 1f there were only
one everybody would say, “let him be
tried and punished.” But since there
are slghty there is n ahriek of protegt.
The post Cowper wissly counseoled his
readers elther not to commit any crime
at all or else to commit such a big
one that the world would forgive it on
asccaynrs of Ita magnitude,

What sort of an entity is memory?
A whils ago J. W, Kendall lost his and
now he s finding it again little by 1it-
tle. 1Is memory something llke a bird
nehich flew out of his skull and is try-
ing to fly back again? Or Is It & mere
variety of brain action? Perhaps Ken-
dall's braln lost the knack and s now
recovering 1t. But what a quaer
knack it s,

Not lemst among the achlevements of
Preaident Taft 15 the appointment of
six among the nine Supreme Judges,
He has practically remade the Bu-
prame Court, and of good material.

e e ——— — |

If Wellman Intends to be the first to
cross the Atlantic by the nir route, he
must hurry. Atwood s out for the
sames honor, and, unlike Wellman, has

& record for success.
————  —— —————

The San Franclscan who watched
the operation for removal of his ap-
pendix is starting an innovation much
more intaresting than dentistry,

If the Vice Commission stops the
sale of suggestive postcards, It will
cave done at least one good act. .

Why not send John Barreit to Co-
lombia to smooth out matters]

| TAY LEVY BATHER THAN BONDS

Writer Opposes High Finance Dilln and

PORTLAND, Or. Feb, 12—(To the
tar. )—S8inon it is fashionable I would
like to contribute a akort article on the
road question., 1, too, am a crank on
good roads. No othor puhlic question iy
of mors Importance in the state In my
opinion. th the proper road laws
we might today have had & good many
milon of roade. T am not In faver of
bonding the state for a large sum of
money and potting the fund In one

mln‘f hands and letting him appoint
road ' commissioners and state and
county eongineers al high salaries to

gobble up the road fund. I bellevy the
majority of taxpayers wouid be more
than willing to be taxed a sufficlent
amgunt to improve our roads if we had
asFurance that we waould get value re-
esived in return. T am in favor of a
state-ald road jlaw, we will sy 1 mill
placed In the stats treasury the same
aa our scuool fund and an apportion-
ment made to each county.

I favor the county having full com-
trol of the appropriationg same on our
roads under certain instruction of our
roid laws Tha County Surveybr Is
fully competent to onglinesr or take
| grades of any of our roads. Now this
| state-aid fund properly andled wounld
;bc just a8 much inducement to anconr-
age road bullding as our achool fund is
|to sehool instruction, Then I would
favor each county dupleating its pro-

Ipnrllun of the state fund aad 1 would
organise the road dlstricis to convenlent
size and have the distriets bulld the
road beds M such an amount as their

proportion of the road fund would
cover, with crushed rock. Then | would |
require the County Court to jet the

contract to put the rock on the road
just the same as they now contraet the
oounty bridges. In that way every dol-
jar could be used In rocking our roads
with no high-toned salaries to road
commissionars or state or eounty en-
gineors.

. Now, some will say this will be &
fallure because wo don't know how to
bulid roade. T Wil answer those by
Just saying: Go down (o Washingtion
County, just north eof Hillghoro, and
lopk at the Job the county did thers.
That was ity first experiment at a coat
of about $4000 a mile. It hag bulit a
road that |s just as amooth and as per-
manefit as the paved streets of Port-
lxnd. If we had such roads all over
the stats, there would not be a volce
raised agalnst our roads. I think If
we had & good rond Bbil or iaw oD
these lines it would give better satis-
Mmction than the bllls of the Good Roads
Aspocintion or West Dbills. I agree
with The Oregonlap that it would be
much beiter for us to ralse the §100.-
000 interest mnd use it on roadg than
bond the state for $2,000,000. I agree
with the Good Roads Assoclation Lhat
Portland and Multnomah County are
Interested just as much and mure than
the Interlor to have good ronds all
over the state. Thelr plate to catch
the sugar Is much larger than ours. 1
agree with our County Judge Mr.
Plerce, it they Just asslst us a Jittle,
say one mlll, and have a little patience,
we would goon show what we could do.

J. R. MAYS.

WHY DIXON'S BOILER EXPLODED

Writer @uestions Theory of Low Water
and Thinks Shell Was Weak.

YTAMHILL Or, Feb 1#,—(To the Edl-
Bditor.)—Regarding the explosion of
the Sarah Dixon, I would siy that a
“fire box” boller doss not blow up on
account of low water., In an shortage
of water In such a boller the “crown
sheet,” which s the roof of the fire
box, becomes dry. It beluag the highest
part of the portion of the bollsr which
is directly exposed to the Names, and
belng moftened or weakened Uy the
heat, ls blown down. and the boller
has “dropped her crown shool”

When the outside shell of a fire box
boller lets go, as it did in the case of
tho Sarab Dixon, it Is becuuse the shell
was not strong enough to carry the
pressure imponed, and the reason why
it falled to burst several months pre-
viously, when n somewhat groater cold
witer prossure was appiled, will bave
to be lald to the “fatigue” of metals,

With ihe ola patlern return fue sta-
tionury boller, should the water get

| amounts of land over

low the top flues would becoma over-
heated, and since they alse fuifill the
office of “stays helping to hold thae
boller heads from spreading, the bLoller
head might blow out, causing the
boller to Jump ke n ekyrocket
Were I in Englneer Lewls' ploace I
wauld not fret over losing my posi-
tion, for when he has to work with
bollars mo bunglingly tested the nwxl{
\
I

time he might not be wo lucky,
P. W. BRITTS.

House of Commons, Efec,
PORTLAND, Feb, 20.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—Plenre answer these questions

(1) What salary s pald to a membeor of
the House of Commons? (2) How far
hax the Cape-to-Calre Rallroad been
constructed at the preéesent time? (3)
What s the modus operandl for de-
termintnig who 1s the leader of the ma-
r]urily party in the House of Commons

when the appolntment of & nNew Pro-
mier ls necessary? } i

HERBERT B. AUGUR. |
1| {1) Four hundrad pounds a year. (3)

Each party slects Ita leander and when
a party gains s majority in the House |
of Commons the King summong its |
leader to form & cablnet with the jatier |
ns_ Premlier,

#2) In November, 1810, the total length
of northern portion of Senner s 1501
miles, and that on the southern portion
Is 21,313 miles, reaching Star of Congo,
The gap between the two is 2060 miles,

(Hazell's Annual, 1811.)

|

Flutus and Shakespeare.

PORTLAND, Feb. 20.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—{(1) DDues the word "Plute” mean
the god of wealtii? If not, Is thers any
sitch a character whilch wsignifiss such
A meaning? (2) In the Tales of Shakes-
peare,” by Charles and Mary Lambh, are
the characters and places referred to |
real or Invented by Shakespeare?

A READER.

(1) Plutus, son of Demeter, was god
of wealth, In c¢laasical mythology.
(Seyftert's “Clnasioa]l Metionary.") |

(2} The historiex]l plays of Shakes-
peare are the only ones founded on
fact, the English history series and the
Roman seriex, But they sre not told
in Lamb's “Tales,” the charactera in the
Isntter belng putely Imaginary or
legendary. (Gowlnus® “"Commentaries™)

Are Lighin TUseleas Dovwnteown,

PORTLAND, Fob, 15~(To the Edi-
tor,)—I1 would call the attention of tha
proper ofticials of the city regarding
the utter uselossness of the are lampa
in the down-town dlstricet, where the
streets ara already so brightly lllum-
Inated by the street lamps. Why this
waste of monay, which the taxpayers
have to make good? It were betier to
move these superfulous are lamps to
some of the residence dlstricts that are
at present greatly in nead of more
Hght, than to haye them remain with-

ont any benefit to the cit
SIMO

y.
N HARRIS,

Tables May Be Turned.

GOLD BEACH, Or., Feb. 15.—(To the
BAitor.)—Two years ago the vote:: of
Multnomah County rolled ap a large
majority In favor of closing Rogue
River to commercial fshing, salmost
paralyzing the Dbusiness of Curry
County. Now, by reason of wise (7) |
.jegislation thoss sama people ars. or |
will be, called upon to pay milllons tol
make roads for us and other countles.
Vorily, sirauge things do happen under |
our new-{angled ways of making lawe.

Rurns Will Remain Capital of Haraey
Ueunty, Says Writer.
.BURNS, Or. Fsbh 20 — (To the
Bditor.) — In The Oregonlan and
sn evening paper of the 13th ap-
peidrs an article quoting “Joe Ma-
han” of this county, as saylng that
Burns and lla people are shivering In
u great fear gver the danger of the re-
moval of the Harney County scat from
Burne. Of course, the Informant Is
the redonbtable “Blg" Jim Mahan, tihe
right bower and spokesman for Gover-
nor West and “Our Georige,” ths suUp-
pored Democratic bess aof Harpey
County, who owna & large amount of
property 25 miles cast of Burns and
another large amount 50 miles aouth-
enst; & man who haa fought Burns for
35 years, tried to prevent it from gat-
ting the county seat in the firat place
and froam gettlng the United States

fand office.

The fact !z, there (s nelther proha-
bility, posalbility nor design for tho re-
moval of the county soat. Burne
the commerclal céenter ax well na the
legal center of Harney County and
when there i=s sufficlent development In
the unsettled portiona .of the county
to warrant It, the Immense territory
embraced in the county will ha divided,
but Burnoa will remain the county seat
of Harney County, .

There Is opposition to the propossd
new ocourthouse, but It is fostered
mostly by the promoters of paper town-
alteg and by the P. I. & Co. and kin-
dreidl corporations that own largo
the county and
that never relinh call eon-
tributl: ¥ to publle Improvaments.

The supromacy of Burns as the com-
mearcial matropolls of this region 1s not
threatenad in the loast and will not be
disturbed for many years, F. D,

ithe for

LEFROSY DYING OUT IN NORWAY

Honaplital Sarrounded by Homes and
Patienta Wnalk Streets Unmolested.

PORTLAND, Feb. 15—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—In an editorial about Ileprosy
you say that the leprosy germ wans
lnolated and deseribed by a sclomtist
named Nansen in 1871, This ls a mis-
take, Dr, G, Armauer Hansen, Bergen,
Norway, ls the man who Isolsted and
desoribed the leproay germ in 1871, He
Is wtill the leading physielan of the
leprosy hospltal In Bergen, and in his
Inst report he states that there have
not besn &ny new oasus In the Iast
years, and If the government in the
next coming years will takes as good
care of the disease as (L has done to
this datey, there will probably be no
lepers in Norway by the year 1930,

All the lepers in Norway are now
confined In one hospital in Bergen,
and they are old people altogether.
The Lhospital was bullt 60 years ago
Just outsids the town.® The town has
grown 200 per ¢ent since the hospital
was bullt, and It Iz now surroundid
by fine realdencesn. The dimease is not
considered dangerous for the neighbors,
beecause it has never boen transferred
to any of the attendants of the hos-
pltals. The patients walk around town
and mnobody i alarmed. They are
treated as othor sick people.

ALBERT BOYE,

Killing Wild Dirds Unlawfal,

COTTAGE GROVE, Or, Feb 15.—(To
the Editor.)—In our neighborhood a
young man makes s business of killing
the birds, canaries znd snowbirds—in
fnct, anything that flies, including bus-
zards. How can we stop it?

MRS. B. B, MORSS.

It is unlawful to kill or have in one's
possession, dead or allve, any wild hird
(other than & game bird at the proper
senson) with the excoeption of the Eng-
lish or Europoan houss Sparrow, crow
or hawk. YViciations of the law should
be reportad to & deputy game warden,

such ns the SBheriff, Deputy Sheriff or
Constable.
“Send "em Away," Law,

DALLAS, Or., Feb, 15.—(To the Edi-
tor,)—Iu view of the fact that we are
iving In an age of freakish legisiation
and the "mill" st Oregon City seems
unable to supply suffitient food for
thought, would It not be well to inl-
tinte o law to provide that a petition
to the Governor, slgned by 000 legal
voters, shall be deamed sufficlent
authortty to ostracize “undesiradble cltl.
wens We have the power Lo recail
“am, not the power to sand "eun
away? never thought
f thisl

of CITIZEXN.

why
Sirange U'Hen

History of the Ferrils Wheel,

PORTLAND, Feb, 20—(To the Edl-
tor.}—Pleaspy say whether or not the
Ferris wheel at the 5t. Louls falr was
1he sume one which was used at the

Chicage world's falr In 1883
WILLIAM H. PATTERSON.

There 15 no loca) Information handy
Write to the St Louls, Mo., Globe-Dem-
OCrut NOWHDE prer.

His Henriag Is Very Good.
Boston Transeript

Moore—My senze of hearing Is the
keanest aver Do you know, I can heur
| your watch ticking, although you are
gix feol away

Poore- { you're a wonder, My
wnteh s at the pawnbroker's, slx blocks
BWAY.

A Word o' Mouth,

Chicago Tribune.
Tha doctor—Most of the sickness
comes from what we eat and drink.

People are not half partisular ensugh
about what they put Intd thelr mouths,

The professor (snlffingj)—=No, they're
ngt. Do you often smoke such »
as that?

clgar

Condnctor.

NATRON, Or.., Feb, 15.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Ploase tell me whether pure
water I1s an Insulator or a conductor
of eleotricity. . GRUTZE

Yes; Asphryxintion.
PORTLAND, Feb, 10,—(To the Edl-
tor.)—Is there any known remedy for
snoring? X. Y. Z

The Deadly Di

By Denn l'o.l-l_l ..

A youth, in Leap Year, sat and blushed
+«Bostde an anclent spinster dime,
And heard her tell him all about

The warmth of her affection’s flame;
And, by the sanctlon of the year,
She strove to mulke her menning Ciear,
S0 the coy youth couid upderatnnd

She offered him lLer heart ang hand,

And to her plra, “May I be yours?"'
He had a line of tally array

Buch ns o youth in idle hou'rs

May peddie out o nis
‘“My darling.” he deci 1, am—""
And then le elos=il up llke' a clam.
Hix soul was smitten with n doubt

Leat she'd & dictagraph anbouw

im |

A politieglan sought the ear

Of one. to ask for i

| Who hed already pl
Te seviral other me
“Why sure”™ th' ot
Ther, In a panie, tur
| YSuppose,” he

chaps
‘ Had hidden dictagraphs perhaps.”

*“I am the ruler in my hoans,”™

| A rounder sald, *I rambie out
| &t any time, and never il
My y what I am abo
A man must rule his b er half—"
But than he thought “a dlctag -+

Stopped short and looked baneanth his
chalr

To wee If one was hidden there

Ah, In the days of dictagraphs,
Full circumspect became onch
And murmured "Sh-h-h"” and
about
Beafore a sentence he bhegan
All sy he guaked in constant fright,
And e'en when he retired at night,
“1 mny in sep,” he sald,
| And looked, full caulious, 'meath the
bed
Portland,

Half a Century Ago

The Uregonian

Mes=srs. E Light, Montguomory and
sevoral others of o citizons intend
to start In o few weeks for the Salmon
Iliver mines by way of the Nuchoas
Pass.

man,
iooked

tallk

Fabruary 30.

of Febmusry 21, 158%

A,

arria arrived
Inlet with 12
In dust—Vig-

The steamer Emily
Iast night from Barrar
passengers and $156,000
torian Colonist.

The Cortes—This steamer left San
Francisco with about (&0 passenger?
aboard on the Tih Inst. and reached
Portland on Tuesdny night at 14
o'cloclk About 4560 of the pRAsEngers
remalined at Portland and the balance
gontinued on to this port—Victoris
Celonist. The real balance
amounted to 50 persons, For
| 500 miners; for Carlboo, 60, This pro-
poertion will probably hold good during
the season,

There 18 good sense In the following

extract from & communlcation written
by u Salmon milner, In yeésterday'n
Times:

“An to the farmers of Oregon, who
are preparing to abandon thel Rrmn
by thousunds I think they are simply
CTrasy If those mines ove na they
ura genorally supposed to be, & good
farm will be ' mor volunble to tha
farmer ond yield him more goid In the
next two years than the best set of
mining ¢laimsg In the Nez Parce coun-
try. Stay where you are and If
proves a falkare, st of the gEre:
geld dlincoveries t re, you will
bg no oree off. fIt o g 1 sucs

cess, wilt—Ist the gold come

The pirntes of the Buoc
regard threw overboard §

whoen they were capiured by t United
States gunboat W. G, Anderson, to pre-
vent its falllng into the hands of Cap-
tiuin Rogera.

Two horses attached toa iruck
Iosaded with applen in boxes and be-
longing to Mr. Holman, whlie
standing on tha wharf yeste
i'.'. notlon to stampedeo, and
went up iresel, =
! apples on i . much
of foot passengoers and tha

| delight of a number of baya, v
not slow ln gethering up 2ome
| fruilt,

,']Counlry Town Sayings by Ed Howel

r People who wouldn't rob & cripple

I?.;n-o_\ less scruples about taking ad-

| vantage of a man who can afford It
ancestors were

If It Is true thaot
r 1} L

| drow

our

| 50 A s TUAE

famil 1 IOW; B¢
| wiille | ne much
| as we should, we have lmproved some

When & reform movament results in

the usa of firecarms, It
| & the ot
| Pencs

1 pubile

powerfal enough
changoe that I8 necessar;
| People n 1 who
| w2 happy, it ¥y husband
| and wite talk too out i, there
|w1|1 be ill-natured comment

Every good thing !s promptly over-

aded oy soon us wa know posltively
that it is & ood thing.

In & bDig Jo AR man can't hang oo
month after mo and make explana-
tiona every Sa night; he must
eliaer make good, quit

try
esn and petty

r than ldlen
the rule:

violations of

A friend not onl nlls the Bacrat in-
trusted to him; inkes It xoras than
you told It

100k out for the man who says his

ara reasonnbl!e, and that the
f o ; always tos i

—

gonian columns,

nouncement in the evening.
a representative will call for

people.

Advertising is a tremendous force.
Tell the public, through The Ore-

have to offer. Every day in the year
you can reach an audience com-
posed of the greater portion of
Portland residents.

Think how simple and easy it is. Write out your an-

In the moming your message will have been printed 53,-
000 times. It will reach at least 53,000 people. Almost
every copy of The Oregonian is read by two or more
There is no other method of reaching so great a
\ number of Portland buyers at so low a cost.

of the wares you

Send it over or phone and
it. That is all you need do.

J., HUNTLEY ”E——=__-—_'=_—-‘




