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WHICH FARTY I8 DISMSTEGRATING?

Division both great political par-
ties has given rise to the usual zpecu-
lstion as to the probabllity of a splii In
the ranks of either or both at the com-
ing Natlonal conventions. Denunclation
of leaders by some of the more inda-
pendent of thelr followers naturally
arouses expectation that it will be fol-
lowed by open oppoaition in the cam-
palgn. But that rexglt rarely comes
uniess thers ls a sharp dlvision on a
quention of wital principle, on which

in

the revoliing faction 1s nssured of &
ronxlderable following.

We nesd go back no further than
one generation for precedents There
has beénn no more bitter feud in the
Repubdlican party than that bhetween
flaine and Conkling, but it did net
affect the Intagrity of the party,

though It may have caused a few thon-
sand men to vols for Cleveland in 1854
or to stay at home. The Civil Hervice
reform movement was one of principls
and 4id carry many Republican votes
over to Cleveland In that campalgn
but the principle invoived was gen-
erally accepted after Cleveland's first
election and any excuse for making
It the basis of & new political party
soon dlsappeared

When free silver becmine the burn-
ing lssue, It cansed a bok from hoth
parties on & question of vita] priocinple
But. considering the heat of the con-
fiiet, the bolt In nefther direction
reachad the dimensions which might
have been expectad.

in every campalgn thers is a certain
p oportion of voters on whom party
ties hang loosely and who change thelr
party alleglance becnuse of gome ques.
tion which ls uppermost at the time.
The lsauye of imperiallsm 1 1860 doubdt.
less carried a number of Republicans
into the Democratic ranks, but it prob-
ahly cerried at least as many Demo-
crats over to the Republican standard,
making the result practically nil. The
moet declded change of this character
in recant times was probably In 1804,
when the nomination of Parker and
the popularity of Rooseveit sent hun-
dreds of thousands of Democrats into
th* Republican camp. But there wWas
no orgasised bolt and no new party.
The vote In 1508 showed that a large
proportion of thase voters quietly re-
turned to the Democratic ranks.

We have mow among the Republic-
ans two extreme factions—the conserv.
ative, reactionary, or standpat, and the
insurgent. Nelther has glven evidence
of ability to carry any large following
into reveil, and we have the great
mass of the party which is content
with the leadership of President TafL
It is not in the nature of conservalives
v bolt, for thelr chisf boast is thelr
regularity, f the insuyrgents should
wish to belt, what reason counid they
give? Their differences with Taft are
not on matiers of principle, but are
persopoa] or an the detalls of carrying
out the samae principles Taft Is for
tarif! revislon downward; so are thay,
but they would go faster and be lesn
careful to do the work so well that It
would not need soon to be done axain
Both ars for revislon on protective
lines, but the insurgents have been led
by animosity agalnst Taft into support-
frg hybtrid measures, made In com-
promiss with the Demoerats, which
accord nelther with the protective nor
with the revenue-only theory Taft's
method s that of the plstform on
which he was alected and Is that which
the Mmaurgents themselves urged until
ho began acting upon Iit. The lnsur-
genis are In & poor position to make
tha tariff the basis of a bholt

There s evan leaa axcuse for a boit
In the position of Taft and the in-
surgents on other Illve ismsuesx Both
would handls the trusts in much the
samme way. La Folleite would have the
Government own and operaie all rall-
roads In Alaskn, Taft would have it
own ons millroad, but not operate it
directly. As La Follette's plan would
probably begin with the construction
ol only one road, the difference re-
maing whether the Government should
operate or jease that road La Fol-
lette could not orgunizse a very sertous
bolt on such an lwue. On conservation
Taft and La Follette ard ugrecd, both
‘heing committed to leasing of coal
land. The National reserve plan of the
monetary commission has won as
hearty commendation from wsuch in-
surgents as Senator Cummine as from
Tail., and Taft has evinced raadiness
lo approve any changes which will
cilm Insurgent dread of “the money
pewer™

TaM has shown himsell progressive
enoush o satiefy the great mass of
his party, and the pace at which he
would progress will earty the reluctant
ronservalives slong with the maln
hody. Spce he s willing to lead 1o the
direction which the party wishes to
travel, 1t is hardly lUkely that the im-
patient Hotrpurs will be able to draw
off any large following in thelr hasty
advance.

Although poblic attention has been
focuasd more on the dissensions of the
Republicans, those of the Democrats
are avem more serious and foreshadow
& far more equal! diviston of the pariy
on vital issuss. The leaders of the party
n Congress have sof their minds to
denilng with the tariff In preferance o
all other isaures, whils Bryan, who en-
Joym the prestige of having led the
Democracy in three National cam-
paigns and who has an immense per-
‘sonal following. openly actuses those
lamders of balng false to thelr prin-
giples and attacks the National com-
mittee as being 2 league with “the In.
tereste ™ The party is nearer an agroe.
ment on the tarif! than on any ather
fsaue. but even on this Bryan accuses
Underwood of belng untrue to De-
mocracy and of being swayed by per-

¥ sonal interest. Most House leaders are

as vague and non-committal in thelr
deliverandes on anti-trust legisiation as
ths most standpat Republican, but the
radicals, lod by Henry, of Texas, put
forward n drastic bill and demand a
special committee to investigate the
money trust. Bryan backs Henry In
this demand, but Underwood induces
the Democrstic caucus to vote for in-
quiry by flve regular commlittees,
which can lead to nothing.

This division among the Democrats
justifies the prediction that any lo=s
| of votes the Republicans may suffer
] in November will be more than
!
1

matched by a greatsr Democratic loss,
| An organizéd bolt from elther party
| does not appear probable at this date,
but the Democrats are in far greater
danger of it through the implacable
Bryan than are the Republicans
through the impassioned La Follette,
whose oratorical attacks have made no
visible impression on Taft's strength.

SUFPORT FOR THE WEST BILLS.
Bill Bristo! comes roaring forth
from the reserves to the battle line for
tha West bills Roaring BiN ac.
cuses The Oregonian, in a volcanic
interview, in a contamporary, of mis-
ropresentation and faisification as to
| the measures. It is not really worth
while to pay serious atitention to any-
thing Roaring Bill says, since he Is
known, where he ls known at all, to be
| much given to extravegant and reck-
| less speech. We maraly invite Roaring

' Bill to read what The Oregoulan has |

satd, and all It has said, and he will
know, as all readers of The Oregonian
and ohance readers of the Bristol In-
terview know, that in no single partic-
ular has Roaring Blll correctly repre-
sented, or interpreted, The Oregonjan.
| Roaring Bill Is most amusing when he
Is farthest from the facts. Evidently
ha appreciates his gifts, and seeks
always to be humorous.

We notlee the Bristol matter mainly
as the baxis of a =ingle suggeation
which wa desire to make. Mr. Bristol
says that no county need build roads,
unisas (t ahall desire, under the state-
ald bonding acts. Others have made
this declaration with the evident pur-
pose of showing that the counties have
the complete and exclurve option of
doing as they pleasa,

Very well. The Oregonian herewith
offers, if 1t shall be provided that,
when any countyr slects not to aolicit
state ald, it shall bes rellaved of Its
proportionate share of the 520,000,000
bond obligation, to support the West
bills

A POLITICAL CONTRAST.

If anything were needod -to inspire
Republicans with confidence in vic-
tory under Taft's leadership, it Is to
be found in two events of one day. On
the one hand is Taft looking forward
to “a four-months’ period In which to
gt rid of lles and misrepresentations,”™
while the opposition in his own party
t2 erumbling away.  Oa the other hand
is Bryan, denounced in Congress na &
sower of discord by a Demoeratic ora-
tor whose desirs to ses him “knocked
into a cocked hat™ is appiauvded to the
echo by the very party which Bryan
has thrice led.

Whila Republicans (n increasing
pumbers arps forgetting thelr differ-
ences and gathering round thelir leader,
Democrats are aggravating thelr 4l
viglons and heaping invective on the
man who still commands the adoration
of n large section of thalr plrty. The
whole tendency of Republicans is to-
wards unity. of Demaocrats to widen
thes breach beyond possibility of heal-
ing. Republicans realize moTe every
day that thalr differences are neg-
ligible; Democrats that thelrs are the
result of directly opposite alms

Taft's work of middle-of-the-road
progress has been well begun. It re-
mains to place him in a position to
complete this work. A united party
can give him this power by re-electing
him and by electing a Republican ma-
jority in both Benats and Housa to
work hand in hand with him. With-
out such A majority he would have one
hand tied behind him, robbed of power
to carry through the legislation he rec-
ommended and of means to effect
many of the Administrative reforms to
which he la committed.

IS MOTOR TAX VALID?

Belere anybody counts up how many
mies of road oan be built with tha
motor vehilcle licenss taxes covered in-
to the proposed highway fund by the
West high floance road bills It might
be wall to consider a point or two.

At the alection in 1010 tha peopla
sdopted & constitutional amendment
providing, among other things, that
“ro bill regulating taxation or exemp-
tion throughout the state shall become
a Jaw until approved by the people of
th « state at & regular general clection.”™
T » Oregonfan does not profess to
hava A profound legnl knowledge, but
it I= fts understanding that a Il
censs bocomes a tax when [t ex-
| cends tha cost of ita own coliection.
The law regulating the licensing of
moter vehicles—and the license far
excaeds the cost of collecting it—was
adopted by the Lagialature suhseguent
to the adoption of tha constitutional
asmendment referred to. The law has
never been referred to the people.

The Oregonian is not now Asfinitely
amerting that the motor vehiicle tax is
unconstitutiopal. Auto owners so far
ars paying It without question. But
somebody may elect to test It and he
may succeed in destroying that portion
of the automobile law. It therefore
might be wize for the Governor to get
ont law No, 9 validating the motor 1i-
conse tax bafore he lets any road con-
tracis under hisa one-man-power biils
in anticipation of road money from
automobile owners

TEXAS ON HER DIGNTTY.

To the proposal of Mexico to move
a detachment of troops over her terri-
tory, the United Btates was at first
willing to give nelghborly acquiescence,
Not so the government of Texus,
Governor Colquitt, of that state, Is
properiy apprehensive that such move-
meont would be taken io an unfriendly
spirit by Mexican rebels to an extent
that would place in jeopardy the |ives
and property of Americans. Disere-
tion Is by common consent assessod as
the hatter part of valor. The troubles
of the Mexicans are not our troubles
unisss we make them so. “He that
meddieth with strife that belongeth not
to Bim," ssid the Wise Man, “is llke &
man that taketh a dog by the ears”™

Mexico is In the throes of a revolu-
tion the extent of which ia as yet In-
doeterminate. Revolution s indeed
hor chronic condition of iate, and
American interference, even by tmpli-
ralton, can mean . .but one thing—the
thing that it meant when Taxas was
acquired mfter several sharp and
bloody battles. Unlass we want to ac-

!

and with it a mongre] people for whom |
we hava no possible use—a fow thou-
sand more of the claas described by
Kipling as “half devil and half child”
—4it will be the part of diplomacy to
refuse favors to the Mexican govern-
ment in the movement of its troops
that may readlly be construed by the
rebelllous citizens of that pseudo re-
public Into an act of war, justifying
reprisal upon American citizens and
property.

Just what it is all about—this tur-
moil in Mexico—the grand body of the
Amearican people neither know nor
care. What we do know, however, is
that we have had enough of Interfer-
ence in behalf of half-oaste reshels
against duly constituted authority In
our experionce in Cuba.

Mexico s a rich, grand and re.
sourceful country. But its people are
a drawback to its acquirement that
should give us pause in any act that
may be construed or made to lead ‘o tha
necessity of taking that country over
and becoming responsible for ita fu-
ture development and destiny, The
volce of Texas is the voloe of prudence.,
It is & good deal easter to keep out of
trouble with a passionate, revengeful,
unreasoning peopls than to get out of
troubls when once we are in it

MRS C(RANDALL'S RESOLVE.

Mrs. Frederick Crandall's intended
use of the milllons she Is expacted to
re:elve from the Hawley fortune goes
far to prove her fitness to have wealth,
although she has just been released
from prison. A woman whose first
desire is to give her children knowl-
edge and training and who purposes
to teach them to maks thelr own way
In the world is so well balanced that
her {incarcesation can only be at.
tributed to her marriage with a
drunkard.

The possession of wealth s the
greatest test of character. Those who
hnll It as the means of enabling them
to lve in idleneas prove that it is a
curse to them. Children who Aare
brought up in the expectation of a life
of pleasure are deprived of the great-
est and most lasting pieasurs, which is
the development and useful exercise of
thelr mental and physical powers.
With those powers developed and with
the habit of usaful work formed, they
are equipped to find an enduring joy
in the product of hand and brain and
in the esteem of thelr fellow men. All
other pleasures pall, when there I8 no
work to stimulate an appetite for
them, and woariness of them leads to
vice in a search for new ones,

The fact that poor men form the
habit of work through necessity canses
man to value wealth mainly because
it relleves them of this necessity. If
the rich would but see that thelr
wealth should not give them immunity
from labor, but should merely be used
in performing a higher type of labor
iIn & broader fleld, they would guin
reapect inastead of the contempt too
often sarned hy them. As the French
nobleman was guided by the motto,
“Noblesse oblige.'” they should know
that “richesss oblige.”

THE VALUE OF ARDITRATION.

There is a proenounced difference of
opinfon about the real importance of
the srbitration treatios now before the
Henate, One newspaper which speaks
for a very intalligent class of readers
belisves that they are “of transcendent
ir portance becauss they enlarge so
enormousnly the sphersa of arbitrable
questione. They make a breach In the
classic argument” that guestions con-
ecerning ths National honor must never
be arbitrated. This ls one view. A
writer In the New York Sun exprosses
the opposite. In his opinion the treat.
fos ought to be ratified because they
can do no harm and may possibly do
s & good, but he thinks that “both
thy friends and enemlies of arbitration
greatly exaggerate their importance as
breeders of either peace or war.” This
writor partinently polnts out that ami-
cable sentiment has been steadily
s wmgthening between this country
& 41 Great Britain ever since the War
of 1812. The fact that thess two pow-
ers were the only ones largely Inter-
estod 1n maintaining the peace of the
American Hemisphere naturally drew
them together and disposed them to
co-operats in friendly relations.

Al the time of the Clvil War Eng-
land was confrontad with the guestion
whether It would be more for her in-
terest to seo the United States cut up
into several hostile sections or pre-
sarved as a united country. At flret
British opinion inclined to the former
view, but it inally settled into the firm
conviction that the peace of the world
would bhe guarded more sufely if the
United States retained its integrity.
From that day to this England has
been our steadfast friend and has
shared with us the dominating influ-
ence in the Western Hemisphere, Thia
impregnable friendship has not been
caused by the negotiation of arbitra-
tionn treatien. On the contrary. the
disposition to arbltrate has grown out
of the friendship and that has arisen
from a community of interest. *The
falr conclusion would be that nations
will be disposed to arbitrate thelr dif-
ferences when the friendly ties botween
them, developed by mutual Interest,
have become so numerous that war
must necessarily be ruinous, which-
ever wins the victory. When. as in the
cass of Italy and Turkey, there are faw
such tles or none at all, the thought
of arbitration will not be entertained.

When the trouble between Italy and
Turkey became serious it was suggest-
ed that the lssue be left to The Hague
tribunnl o , declde. Italy refused.
But later on, when she became In-
volved In controversy with France
over the sefzure of ships and passen-
gers, she was quite ready to arbitrate.
The remson was clear enough. The
eontroversy with France dld not touch
apon Italy's imperial ambitiofns, while
ft 4ld Impeoril fAinancial and social In-
terests 2o welghty that it seernad worth
while to make sacrifices rather than
put tham. at stake, A superficial ob-
server commanting upon these cireums-
stances might asfk of what use The
Hague tribunal ls, inasmuch as only
controversies ars turned over to it
svhici: nations do not deem fundament-
ally Important. This remark would
apply to sur French and British rela-
tions even If the arbitration treaties
should be adopted, because it must be
left to the Senats to determine, direct.
ly or Indirectly, what questions are
“jumticlable.” We ahould not trust
The Hague tribunal to decide questions
which involved tha National honor or
existonce, no matter how the arbitra-
tion treaties might read. All this is
true, but there is & ready answer to It
which greatiy diminishes its force.

We may grant that no gquestions
which nations regard as fundamentally
or vitally tmportant will ever be turned
over to The Hague tribunal. In other
words, they will permit the tribunal to
decide only thoes issucs which they do |

not wish to fight over. mgummlm COUNCIL CHARGES mﬂ‘m OF REX-TIGARDVILLE ROAD

follow that the tribunal ie not of great
importance now, or that it will not bea-
come more important with time. The
questions which nations want to fight
over do not remsin always the same.
They heve In the past fought over tri-
fles which they would be ashared to
£0 to war about today. The growth of
humans sentiment and the multiplica-
tion of the ties of international finance
constantly diminish the number of sub.
jects which nations want to fight over.
Without The Hague tribunal thess
minor issues, which are yearly Increas.
ing In number and welight, must sither
be left at looss ends or disposed of by
separate negotdation, with all its para.
phermnalia and expense. But with the
international! tribunal sitting at The
Hague such matters go befors it as a
matter of courss, and the habit of set-
tilng troubles amicably strengthens on
account of the eass with which it can
be done.

The Hague tribunal, as wa perceive,
nourishes the sources of {ts own vital-
fty. No doubt a time will come when
many questions which now seem to be
of fundamental importance will look
less serious, Ceanturies ago differences
of religion were important snough to
lead to war. Opinion has altered on
that aubject. It may alter on others.
We may see the safety of international
credit regarded within a few years as
the most momentous matter in the
world of practical life. If that ever
happens there will be no morse
wars batwean civilized nations becausa
war and credit are Incompatible terms,
The only effect of a victory, apart from
romantie exultation or grief, would be
to annihilate credit, and by that who
gaina anything? It follows, therafore,
that much may be swon for peace by
tha ratification of the arbltration treat-
les, even if they do not bring war to
an instant end. Treaties, likes statutes,
not only gauge the level of public
opinion when they are conecluded, but
they tend to raise the lavel to a higher
mark.

AN INTERESTING EXPERIMENT.

The large proportlon of young men
scarcely beyond boyhood who are
among the inmates of penal institu-
tlons is a faot that oalls for explana-
tion, examination and careful study,
looking to possible remedy. But that
they are recrufted from the ranks of
youth the number of convicts would
soon drop to the minimum in every
penal lustitution in the land. Ignor-
ance begets In these young people a
Inck of self-respoct, and this in turn
leads to orime of the predatory type
by which many young men land in the
peanitentiary, and for tha most part
Jeave hope behind.

To correct this condition to a certain
extent and open the door of the pos-
sibie retrievement of loat opportunity,
the warden of the Washington State
Prison at Walla Walla has Inanugurated
A night school In connection with that
institution whereby convicts under 25
vears of age may pursue the studies
that were neglected In childhood and
laave prison wwhen their terms expire
with a promise of usefulness that was
before dended them. The story of the
need of instruction In the ordinary
subjects taught in the public schools
up to and Including the elghth grade
is shown In the fact that the classes
enrolled under this system In the
Weashington Penitentiary will contaln
between seventy-five and one hundred
young men under 35 years of age.

This In a country of free achools and
compulsory education laws is astound.
ing. It comes malnly from one catse.
Parental Irresponsibility, rendered
mors pamicious by the greed of sordid
parents, is at the bottom of it. The
tures sown by parental neglect bud in
ignorance, bloom In waywardness and
bear fruit In crime.

High finance 1n England sometimes
has the same cllmax as in the United
States. As Morse, broken in health,
reputation and apirit, travels to Paden
Nauhelm, he may read of the sentence
passed on Ernest Terah Hooley, once
a king of finance in London. As
brothers in distress, they might ex-
change greotings.

Mambers of the I. W. W, who ars
muving in force upon San Diego are
to be met at the gates, It I= =ald, by
citizens armed with horsewhips and
driven back, The weapons of warfare
used In this case are most fitting.
They represent the “rod for the fool's
back” as specified by Solomen.

Secret imprisonment, as proposed
by the Spokane® police, =macks too
much of Russin to be acceptabls to
this country. Such power is open to
serious abuse and fis unrestralned ex-
ercise has been one of the many chuses
of revolution in the last contury and
& half,

A former postmaster of Idaho, under
sentence ¢f embeazlement, lays the
blame to “Ilavish expenditures’” by his
wife. Therein he 1s mistaken, He used
poor judgment In affalrs matrimonial,

These Democrats are slurring the
memory of Stuart and Forrest when
they propose to cut down the cavalry
arm of the service. But many of them
know nothing of the old daya.

Carter Harrison wants the Stars and
Stripes dlsplayed on large bulldings at
least twelve days In the year. Chi-
cagoans should come to the Coast to
imbibe patriotism.

A shortage of Green Mountain boys
induces Bennington womaen to writa to
the Pacific Coast for husbanda. Mals
orders are fllled promptly out this way.

Oregon can gpare no farmers of the
type Australla Invites, and Australia
wants none of the type we can well

spare.
The gir]! who could let the dice make

her cholce between two sultors wouild
probably have been happy with slther,
—————————

Bryan flings apples of discord into
Congresa by the bushel, but he is the
peacemaker In Missouri.

If all candidates wwere as sensible as
Folk, what a lovely affalr there would
be at Baltimore.

Edison says he naver dreams He
need not. His daytime vislons bring

results. .

Beattis would be a dull piace with-
out some kind of an election on hand.

Lawyera see some good plckings tn
the fight for the Hawley millions.
-

Knnx is going Sonth with the Mon-
roe doctrine in his kit bag.
——

Arizona dons now duds Wedoesday. |

- N

Unton Man In Central Orcgon Refutes
Clirenlar Letter.

REDMOND; Fsb, 10.— (To ths E4-
ftor.)—The unwarrantad indictment of
the public spirit of the commerciil or- |
ganizations of Oregon contalned in an |
offfclal lstter sent out by the Central
Labor Council of Portland, warning
homesesakers not to come to Oregon,
will have n far diffserent offect on tho
Portland labor market from that In-
tended by its makers. For the sake of
eHarity let us suppose ‘that while the |
committee delegated to draw up this
letter knew the numhber of squars
miiea in Oregon, outside of Portland
and vicinity It had no rellable Infor-
mation on the resources or conditions
existing throughout the =tute.

The writer, up to slx years ago, was
& resident of New York City and busl-
ness agent of the Brotherhood of
Painters and Desecorators of America for
some time previous to moving to Ore-
gon, “Central Oregon, !f you please”
where labor conditions are not so de-
plorable as this letter would have out-
slders belleve,

In Central Orexon alone there are
more than 2,500,000 acres of wvacant
farming lands, both irrigated and dry
lands: no better Irrigated lands for
diversified farming can be found In
the United States than those In Crook
County around Redmond. Lands that
ean bs purchased on long time at 340
per acre, including a perpetual watar
right, do not ssem unreasonably high.

The deplorable labor conditions now
sald to be existing in Portland have
never existed in Central Oregon, nor in |
any thinly settled A4lstrict, except In
some cases where there had been a
crop fallure,

No type of real estats men are to
blame for the destitution and suffering
sajd to exist In Portiand this Winter, as
set forth in this letter, This lack of
employment among the laboring classes
and artisans is generally prevalent In
nll large cities that aze having & rapld
growth, if there is any decline in dbulld-
ing operations, which generally hap-
pens during the Winter months.

No state has ever found It necessary
to advertise outside the state for labor,
no matter how great the demand. The
labor unlons are always posted on de-
mand and generally oversupply the
market In rapldly growing centers.

The Southern Callfornia orange lands
and Coxey's army aArgument reads like
the emanation of a disordered braln.
People who are able to buy land at
$1000 per acre are seldom the ohjects
of publle charity., and those who sell
these high-priced lands, In order to re-
invest thelr money, are large amployers
of labor,

No one will take insue with the Cen-
tral Labor Couneil in denouncing in the
strongest termas thes practice of certain
employers of advertizing In BEastern
papers for help and saiting forth
erroneous conditions as to wages and
demand, having In vilew the oversup-
plying of Iabor In this market and
thereby tending to reduce wages. But
the commercinl Interests of both Port-
land and the state at large should take
fssue with the Central Labdor Councll
In the following miasstatements and in-
sinuations, namely: That open country
sultable ‘for farming has long ugo been
nll taken up; that the State of Oregon
In, In the main, a great wilderness of
forests and motintains, ete.

Secretary Lawremce states that the
object aimed at in the wide distribu-
tion of this letter was (o corrsct a
wroeng impression prevalent o the
East through unreliable advertisements,
Would It not have been the part of
wisdom If the Central Labor Councll
had confined its latter to Inbor condl-
tions and known facts If It wished to
publish to the world its deplorable
condition in Portiand?

The causs of the prassnt condition
of Ilabor In Portland and other large
eities lles In the fact that thes towns
&re RErowing more rapldly than the
country. The solutlon 1es along the
lines lald out by the Portland Commer-
efal Club and the Oregon Developmant
Laague, which are spending thousands
of dollars annually to sitract peopla to
Oregon's {dle farm lands, and whose
motto Is. “People the country and the
cities will take care of themsalves™

The motto of labor unlons, “In union
there is strength,” does not apply when
work is scarce and the rent due., A
Enod motto would be, “Spread out!
Dan't ecrowd!™ which, if heeded, would
soon result In a bhetter and healthier:
condition In our large cities,

H. F. JONES, Mayor.

ONE VIEW OF CHRISTIAN SCOIENCE

Writer Finds Better Philosophy tn “Fx.
| act Troth”

PORTLAND, Feb. 3.—(To thes Editor.)
The able criticlsm in The QOregonian of
the efficacy of sacred books In mattars
relating to exact knowiedge strikes
one as baing an impartia! judgment of
tha respactive positions of Dr. Boyd and
Mr. Van Meter In regard to Christian
Sclence. Their stuatements apparently
weare unfortunately clouded by tradi-
tional bellefs, medleval without doubt,
ard also somewhat hastily cast to-
Kether

The Bible, thouzh a wonderful store
of archalclsms and legend and religion,
is now unsclentific and mythical to in-
tolligent students of progressive his-
tory. And Belence and Health, with its
pseudomysaticism and ambigulties, Its
symbaollic Imagery that clogely follows
other apocalyptical flgures as in Rev-
elation and the Sybillene Books, Itn
futlle afforts to expresa evidently bor-
rowed sclence Intelllgently, all con-
tributa to place it In & category naither
high nor useful

What then !s the value of Chriastlan
Sclence? It has a alight ethical value,
for certain minds find 1t a consolatlan,
The BScientist, ware he a perfect one,
would stand forth as Spinoza’'s Ideoal
othical and non-cosmic man. But, the
Hmitations of mundane affalrs closely
restrict him to obviousnly beaten paths
of eredulity and untutored appreclation
of definite knowledge. Buch & course
cannot he taken by those versed In
the higher phases of Iife’s poetry; some-
how discordancy and its concomitant
resultants Immediately crystaillas into
confusion.

Sclonce and Christlan Seclence hnve
done much toward ocombating the de-
motology of orthoadoxy. By a mere de-
ninl this terrible doctrine has lost much
of Jts zignificance. Simllarly the In-
ferno s proportionately narrowed and
retribution ignored. It seems that in
this, Christian Sclence has done a great
work, but it should be purged of its
cant and stock denials of much that
makes life worth living. By a refusal
to recoguize evll, no ones can alleviate
it, aad there s assuredly a wvast
amount of remedinble misery among
us. “Dost thou love life and eternlty ™
spake Zarasthusa, "then go forth
Aamong men upon earth and teach them
and thou Ehalt then be taught by them.”
To acquire exact truth seems 10 me- to
be a better philosophy than elther BEd-
dylam or Calviniam,

C. A. OLSON, 628 Northrup st

Children of Sheridan.

| Writer Deema Highway Essential te |

{

Advancement of Olty and Country. |
PORTLAND, Feb, §—(To the Editor.) |

| —It le a strange statement to make that

the largest and most fertile valley of
the world once extensively farmed or
used for grazing purposes Is now being
overgrown by forests and fast becom-
ing & wilderness, To say extensively
used for agricuitural and grasing pur-
poses is not exactly correct because
the population has been comparatively
small yet it Is a fact hevond refutation
that the heavy growth of brush and
timber covering one-hslf or posslbly
two-thirds the area of the Willametta
Valley and equally fertile foothills is
not to exceed 40 or 50 years cld. The
oak and fir bru=k have taken posses-
sion of the pasturs land and climbed
the fences Into the fields and In many
instances oovered the flelds, leaving
only the potato patch on some of the
fNnest donation land clalms.

There are A fow square or ToctnnEm-
Iar flelds In some parts, but it iz &
fact that the oak grub is getting the
hest of the Willametts Valley farmer,
For many vears past the boys and girls
have left the farm for clity 1ife st an
early mge and the oid man with his
broad scres who has contented himseif
by ralsing & few rat-tall calves and
seratehing up & few acrea has proven
himwself & poor factor to contend with
the exuberant forces of Nature.

Cordwood, plling and lumber are be-
iIng ecut from land once plowed by the
early ploneers. The Jackrabbit and
coyote have crossed the mountain from
Eastern Oregon to find protection in
this great wildetness., It has becoms a
disgrace and a serlous and alarming
situation. Something must be done
Small brush may be clearsd from %5 to
$10 per secre, but a few years’ growth
makens it impossibla to clear the land
for less than $100 per acre with avail-
able labor.

Faca the situation squarsly; tha Wil-
lamette Valley if not sntirely & wilder-
ness now soon will be. Note the growth
of shrubbery in one's yard and think
‘of the rapld growth and spread of the
natural forast unchecked by human In-
dustry and one may form & Tair ldea
of the outlook for the commercial and
industrial development of Portiand so
far s support from Weatern Oregon ia
concerned.

Do the great department stores of
Portiand, of such magnitude as to make
one wonder where they find buyers for

thelr goods, care anything about the
development and esettlemant of the
state? Upwards of $1,000,000 is being

expended annually by the rallroads and
commerclal bodles In advertising thla
wonderful! land of opportunity, and yet
a very small number are settling in the
Willsmette Valley; an Insufficlant num-~
ber at any rate to keep back the ounk
grub.

The owners of railroads and electric
lines must hit upon a better plan. No
one knows the hest way of settling this
great valley, but I belleve if the com-
mercial bodles, rallroads and busineas
men would join handes and help ralse
the measly $7000 to complete the fund
to bulld the Rex-Tigardville road, giv-
Ing & magnificent highway connection
betwesn Portland and the Willametta
Valley, it would do more good than
8 whole yvear's expenditure for colored
litarature. Good roads are surely the
only salvation,

The Willamette Valley must be set-
tled by an tndustrious peoples and If I
was running tha publicity department
of a raliroad company I would take &
small amount of the annual appropria-
tion and go to Burope &and bring over
a hundred thousand soll workers and
place them on small tracts,

If the retall and wholesale mer.
chants of Portland have any Interest
fn helplng.to geot a million and & half
peopis in the Willamette Valley they
might subscribe g few dollars to the
Rex-Tigardville road fund

The country must be scttled for the
best interests of Portland, that her
growth may be natural and not artl-
ficlal. Nohing osan he of such wondar-
ful importunce as one decent highway
to the Willametts Valley,

GHORGE H. WAGGONER.

Without discounting the value of an
fmproved Hex-Tigardville road, The
Oregonian deems It proper to ohserve
that Mr. Waggoner's fears that the
Willamsatte Valley !5 returning to a
wilderness gtale are not well grounded.
A cennus bulletin from whieh The Ore-
gonian published coplous extracta re-
cently reporta an Increase of approxi-
mately 100,000 acres in Improved farm
ares in the valley In the last census
decade.

oF CORPORATIONS

SUPERVISOR

Companles Need Protectlon by
FExposure of the Bad Ones.

Good

LA GEBANDE, Or., Feb; 5 —(To the
Editor.)—The artlcles In The Orego-
ninn lately comcerming the *“get-rich-

quick"” orchard scheme, doing business
on alr, and possibly some options on
sand Aunes and water rights near the
Columbia River In Eastern Washington,
have been widely copled and will no
doubt sarve to warn the Investing pub-
lio againgt such investments. We should
have a law in Oregon llke that in foree
in some other states, giving the Bank
Commissionar of the state jurisdiction
ovar these corporations, and thelir as-
sets mhould pass the Commission the
pame as & bank boafore they are allowed
to stiart thelr operations,

This would protect the public and
would stimulate logitimats develop-
ment of the orchard business or any
other line. There are orchard bullders
in Oregon now who court Investigation,
nat only by expert accountants, but by
the best horticulturists and poll experts
in the country, and they are entitled to
protaction,

GEORGE L. Banker

CLEAVER,

Relf-Supporting Sintes,

NORTH PORTLAND, Feb. 8.—(To the
Bditor.}—To decids a bet. would ¥ou
indly answer the following question?
A bets B that the State of Missourl is
the most self-supporting state In the
United States. B bets that it s not
Who wina? THOMAS C. WHITE.

The polnt at issus is one of
gliitering generallities often boasted of
by communities thut cannot be proved
or disproved. We know of no compiin-
tion of figures that would setile the
dlspute.

those

Divorces In Ce.ldfor—'t.

PORTLAND, Fe¢b. 8.—i.0 the Fdi-
tor.)—A person got a divorce In Cali-
fornia In 1907 but failed to get the
finnl decres In 1908 on mocount of not
baving ready cash on hand. 1f sald
person married agaln would it be legal
or not? A SUBSCRIBER.

DUndor Californla’'s law a person Is
not legally divorced until final decree
is issued.

TWIN FALLS Idaho, Feb. 8. — (Tn
the Editor.)—Flease tell me the age of
ths poet, Aloysius Coll. where he lives
and all facts concerning birthplace that
are generally known. Also the ages,
resifience and names of the children of
Generanl Bheridan and malden name of
his wife. ROY Y. BOGARD.

Aloysius Coll's blography Is not in
Who's Who or the Portland Publle Li-
brary. Most of his poems were pub-
iflshed In the Puacific Monthly, from
which office inquirie= might be made,
Write to Bunset-Pacific Monthly, San
Franeiscn, Cal

No mention Is made, In ssveral blog-
raphles consulted, of any childrén be-
ing born to General Sheridan, He mar-
ried, in 1378, & Miss Rucker,

Carnegle Here Fund.
MEDFORD, Or., Feb, 7.—(To the Edi-
tor.}—wWill you kindly give the proper
procedure to bring = name boefore the

Carnegie hero commission?
MEDFORDITE.
Write toe F. W. Wilmol, secretary

Carnegie hero fund commission, Pltts-
burg, Pa

Mount Washington ?

RAINTER, Or, Feb 5—{To the Edi-
tor.)—1 &ee In The Oregonlan a suz-
gestlon In the Interest of harmony that
the name of Mount Ralnler-Tacoma he
changed o Mount Jim Hill. Don't you
think Mount Washington would meat
all purposes and have a hetter ring to

A TRIBUTE

By Dean Collins.

we unite today
honor and

Over the land

To cast the wreaths of
fame
Reverently in the deathlesa fires
That on the altar of mem'ry fiame;
For it ls fitting that we should pay

Tribute to Lincoln's natal day,

Many the wreaths of honor are casi
To Lincoln, the statesman, to Lincoln,
the man;
Who held the bonds of our Unl
Who 1ifted the =zhadow of
ban—-

Who, through the stress of the four
red Years,
Smiled. though his eves wers full of
tears,
It this he the wreath that 1 oast
Among
The wreaths of thoss that are wiser
than [:
I bow to the man who could keep hin
emile
Though SOrTOW and denth o'nr-

gloomed the sky:
My tribute to him who knew the art
Of & smile in spite of a heavy heart
Portiand, 11

Fob.
Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonian of February 12, IS82
The whole tenor of the Iate Hastern
news I8 cheering to the Unlon men.
The great expodition which hns been
coliecting at the mouth of the Ohio han
left. But for where? Tha commanderns
have kept thelr own counsel, and wa do
not known the point they are alming
nt It may be Columbns; it may he
Nashville;: may be New Orleans.
General Burnside's expedition has laft
for some polnt on the Atlantic Coast.
probably the country on Pamlleo Sound,

to operate with the Unlon men of
North Carolina.
General Butlar's forces are moving

on the coast of Mlasissippl., taking =il
the towns in their way

The vast force of the rebels ls still
kept upon thse Potomac by the prassnce
of General McClsilan's forces, while the
troops and naval forces are operating
In thelr rear. It iz & mreat obiect to
ketp thesp rebel forces ldle and to
demoralize them.

Missour! is clear of any largs rasbel
force. and small squads are heing
pleked up by our troops.

The rebels have been
Wenstern Virginin.

Wa are glad that the President has
deciined to accept Ganeral Sigel's reslix-
nation. The country should not losa
his services, and justice should be dona
Mm,

of

driven out

Megars, Chase, Taylor, Rease, Gray
and Trewell arrived In this ecity yesn
terday overland from Walla Walla and
The Dallea, They laft Walla Walla on
the Bth of January, and arrived at The
Dalles on Iast Wednesday, the 6th inst.,
and left that placte on the 7th for this

clty. Messrs. Tracy & Co. have fur-
nished us with a copy of the following
letter writtan to them by thelr agent
at The Dallems:
“Dxiles, Feb, 6. 1882
#Mr, Jones arrived vesterday with the
express all right. Seven men arrive
lnst avaning from Walla Walla, part

them with feat badly frozen. Th
Mr.Brown, of Walla Walla, on th
between John Day's and the Des i
alive It

exhaustad, They buried him
the =now., but with both feet ronen.
Messrs, Palmer and Hnts went from
Deschutes to his assistance, but
turned last evening without finding
him. Brown had about 30 pounds of
gold dust with him. 10 party lert
Willilam Albright at John Day with
450 oxpress letters and 70 pounds of
dust,

“Mr. Jones left hers this evening
with two men to bring the expres:
through and, {f posaible, to find and

brirg In Mr. Brown. man in of
firm of Brown & Stanlifore,

“A party arrived this evening from
Grand Ronde. One of them found
Brown on the rtoad and alept with

him all night (4th), left him at 10 A M
(6th) buried In the snow and allve, but

unable to use his fest at all, There are
reports of othérs frozen on tha road
but none deflnite, No snow in Grand
Ronde Valley. Frosen men all dolng
well, Moody will have all the toes of

his right foot takan off tomorrow by

Dr, H, L. Roberts."

Wea visited the singing school last
night In the Preabyterian Church on
the corner of Third and Morrison
gtreeta, under Lthe direction of Mr. H.
Law, The singing was highly entsr-
taining About 30 Jadlea and gentie-
men attend as scholars.

The steamer Cowlliz left hers ves-

terday morning and, no
turned at a late hour last
posed to have workaed bher
the lce In the Columbia R
ceeded In reaching her destinntion.

A motion has been made in the
Court of Clalms 2t Washington (o
strike from the docket clalms of <ltl
rens from seceded states, If
done it will throw upon

such

the onus of proof to sat
of their loyalty. The qu
to he In a fale way for belng
mined whether dis al
hold and enjoy proper
staten

Country Town Sayings by Ed Howe

Pon't neglsct your
your opponent will agreo
at the same time

Every time you repeat &
yvou know Jittla gbout, It's a
cannot be cross-axamlined for
fens=a.

businass
ton

unls

act h

bad stor

The real of houssResping
keop & cow successfully

test

shooked b
Y} genear

thar A 54k
1|are _Are

Every man probabls
cayse his opinions ars nol
ally &ccaptead; and that
many contrary to his,

I reccived & long letter today, mppar
ontly written for no other reason than
to use tha word “coneept,” which the
writer had probably only lately discon
et Another word I very munh
like Is “cosmic.”

Unlon and non-unlon mesn

other as cordially as infideils and
tians: but infidels and Christl
along better.

A revolution will, not raise orn 1o
feod the hungry, but it will take many
workers out of the corn fialids and give

them opportunity to shoot other con

Tal=ere,

Practically 8]1! managers of big Insts

tutlons in this country have grown up
from the ranks v & business
managed by a4 man app solely be
ciaiuse he inherited wealth and I'll show
soll ‘4 business steadily losing to s
rivals

Mexlco Is really of great uses to tha
Tnitad States; it is trying a Iot of ox
periments, and we may adopt or reject

them, as they succeed wur fall

When you raad & continued story In
which n Lord marries a poor girl, and
a good Aeal g made of an old ellver ey

pot In the girl's family, that's a sign of
a happy ending in which the bride will

14 JOHN BSMITH.

tura out to be a Countess



