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WEHY NOT A FEESS AGENT FOR TAFTY

The Washington ecorrespondent of
The Oregonlan the other day had a
Jetter sugge=ting that the EToslost
need of the Taft Administration s a
publicity agent. We gucss
The Pregdent has a direct and guiet
wiy of deing the grealosi things with-
out flourish, or pyrotechnles, er circos
mechanies The trumpets never hiow
when he makes hls stage entrmnee, It
never oOccurs to him that the spot-
Mght is reserved for his special use
He does nothi tor theatrical affect,
everything for ita own sako. No won-
der the public looks with wondar,
when it lscks at all at the spectacie
of a modest citizen In a groai place,
parsistently working at the Job.

nE

aricked,

There ars the trusta—~the
lawe-breaking trusts, run by certaln |
malefactors of great wealih. The

President has been stoadily and re-
Jentlessly prosecuting them in the
courts, not in the newspapers A due
regard for the expectations of the pub.
Jie would have made quite a differant
plan highly expedient The malelfac-
tors should have been summoned to
the White Houmse, otie by one, and, In
1he presence of the asmcembled repor-

tera. should have been consigned to
the Anasias Club, with due accesaories
of thunder and lightning Then the

Altornev-General and his gallant army
of prosecutors ahould have been des-
patohed (o the scens of combat, with
bands playing, banners flying, crowds
cheering. The courts of justice should
have been told what's what. Hourly
bulletins dencridbing the progress of
hostilities should have been scma-
phored from the dome of the Capitol.
The res=ult, if favorable, should also
havs been announced, Then the
wauntry would have =mat up and taken
negtice.

internationnl peace is another great
mubject wherein Presidant Taft hes
piainly everiooked his cpay and invit-
ing opportunitiea. He has mistakenly
thought It was his duty th™ugh the
Secretary of State and his other diplo-
matic agrnts moraly to negotiate trem-
ties with the accredited representa-
1ives of the great forelgn powers, and
then invite the Senate to ralify them.
But that was an amateurish notion,
suitable perhaps for Presidenta in the
days of our forefathers, who thought
that the Constitution and the laws
prescribed the plain path of executive

prerogative and authority. But your
real modern President would have
taksnn guite another course. One fine

way would have been to pick a quarrel

with some foreign nation, or half a
dozen of thewm, send our splendid
Amorican flest to the shores of one

belligerent power after another,
threatoen them with attack, and then,
when the country was worked up Into
& fever of patriotic eéxcltement, to ne-
gotiate a treaty of amity and peace
avith the whole lot of "emn. That would
have been & coup worth while

But Taft—poor Taft—doesn't know
how to bura the red fire and pound
ths eymbala. What's the use having n
President ¥ he dossn’t remind you
every day by some spectacuiar or sen-
sational act that he is the President?

nis

OUE DEATH RATE

Accosding to Cenzus Buréay statis-
tics the death rate In the United Stiates
for 19210 was gbout eleven In
thousand of popuiation, which Is
pretity good showing. This la o falrly
healthy country even as things are and
it will be healthler when we have
fsarnad to eat pure food and avold
contaminated alr, milk and water. No
doubt the impure alr which we habitu-
ally breathe cagses more deaths than
any other one thing, but bad water
makes & good second and polsonous
food ts not far behind the twaln. Com-
pared with these allles of the King of
Terrors old King Alcohol 8 an Inno-
eant angwi, though he has planty of
#ihe to anawer for.

The old rule that the conmarried dte
off faster than the married was not
Broken In 1018, The deaths of un-
married persons outnumbered the
married In this country by about
100.000. The greater longevity of the
Intter ix attributed to the comforts of
home, especially home cooking, per-
haps Mother's ples and salt rising
tiread keep futher in good health far
Beyond the time when miserable oid
bachelors are obliged to pasa in thelr
checks

In 1910 more males than females
fAnshed their earthiy careers, The ex-
oeas, In fact, was almost 100,000, which
Was pretty nearly the same as that of
the deaths of cellbates over the mar-
ried. This is another instance where
the miablished rules of mortality were
foilowed, Insurance statistics show
that a man's chances of [ife at a given
fge are less than a woman's, thoagh
there ia a period in middie life when
the proportion ls reversed. It is sald
that men exposs themselves to mors
hardships than women and iocyur =o
many more dangers that the result
talls appreciably on thelr prospects of
survival at any fMxed age. I is & curl.
aus circumatance that, In spite of this
well-known truth, the Insurance coms
panies declined to take women as risks

Just

for many years after they accepted
man freelr.
The deaths from tuberculosis In

1510 emtnumbered those in 1509 by
tmore fthan 4000, It will be interonting
te lenrn In due time wheother the war
agninst the great white piagus has
reversed this proportion (n 1913,

Congressman Rainey’s pathetie anx-
teir for the welfars of Columbia, In
Bauth America. takes the usual form

of o Erab at the tnxpayer's pookat-
beook.

We ook a plece of Coilumbin’s

thut's so. |

torritory, cleansd it, drove out the
brigands, cured ita yellow fever and
dug the Panama Canal through It

Mr. Ralney thinks we pught to com-
pensate Colutabia for this
be more reasonable for her to com-
pensate us.

———

TLAYING POLITICS

Our troubdled friends, the woolgrow-

eors of Oregon, have appaaled to Sena-
tor Chamberiain for a definition of
his attitude on wool tariff revision—
schedule K—and they get this highly
{iluminative utterance, dalivered with
the candor, directness and feeiing for
which the Sanator Is famous:

1 msm Inelined 1o balieve that (i will never
be setiled until It da settied right and that
he Amesrigan people long age reached the
conclusion tha: somewhers in Scheduls K
thers was & good-sised pegro in the woed-
The woal-growars have not been get-
thle scheduls pretended to give,
but they hare been psed largely In the In-
tareeis of the Fasters manuiseturer and

1 hope that this Congress will reach some
solution of the matter, for | am inciined W
Selleve that our people In the West will
sutfer from this consiant sghiatlom. I wili
bs glad to &0 what | can to assist In e
proper setllemantl

Do the woolgrowera of Oregon, who
d1d their share in sending Mr. Cham-
berialn to the HSenate, see in that flab.
by and evasive stitement any promise
of help or rellef from thélr presant
desporate condition?

Senator Bourne and Senator Cham-
beriain have done nothing as to wool
In Washington but join in the anwvil
chorus against the Iniguities of sched-
tle K. Bul the remedy?
none, oxcept to join with La Follette
in his quixotic eampalgn of putting the
President In a hols

WORD FROM ROOSEVELT.
Colonel Roosevelt has written ex-
Councilman Ellls a letter. Theres ap-
pears to be no gquestion about that mo-
maentous fact. But the contenta of

| that memorabie letter Mr. Ellls zeal-

ously guards &3 a state secret. He
ndmits, however, that the Colonel ex-
pressed the hope that he (Ellis) was
enjoying good health and would call
on him some time in New York, Won-
derful, wonderful!

There Is nothlng in the confidential
eommunication fram Colonel Roose.
volt discouraging the Oregon move-
maont in his behalf for the Presidentlal
nomination. 8o much more Mr. Ellls
deema himself justified in saying. But
no more, no more. All the rest Is
buried in the circumepect souls of the
two loving correspondenta,

We are wofully puszzlied about that
Roosevelt letter. We'll wager It con-

They have |

g

the courts have systematioally changed
the law in order to give ground for
the decisions. There Is a wide popu-
iar conviction that under the gulse of
‘“Judicial interpretation™ the legisin~-
tive authority of the country has been
effectively assumed by the courts and
used by them in order to enforce cer-
tain political and economic theoriea.
This conviction may be falss, but as
to Ity existences there can be no ques-
tlon and It i3 producing a powerful
effect upon the sentiment of the peo-
ple toward the courts.

It might have been well, perhnps, If
Mr. Root had looked into this part of
his subject a little more carefully. He
cannot hope to correct public opinlon
by arguing In directions where it does
not move., Blnce a large section of
the public mind is fixed In the bellef
that the courts make and unmake the
Inwa nt thelr own pleasure It s useloss
to tell the public that changlng the
laws is an effective remedy for the
evils complained of. The ready reply
is that It is tmpossible to change the
laws po long as the courts can “Inter-
pret” them. It ls to be feared also
that Mr. Rodt has pald too Iittie at-
tention to the real condition of some
of our courts in the mattar of Inde-
pendence. Judges like those of New
York who are selected and turned out
of office at tha behest of Tammany
politiclans cannot be sald to enjoy
much Independence. Tt ls notorious

| that befors the adoption of the recall

tains some welghty information which |

the Colonel has seed 1t to confide only
to
friend, of whom he never belfore heard
unlesa perchance he happened across
the returns In the recent recall election
In the Tenth Ward, What It can be
we know not, but we can guesa.

We'll bet the Colonel asked EMHls to
give him his first name in anticipation
of the christening of his next grand-
child.

EEXATOR ROOT ON THE RECALL OF
JUIMGES.

In his address at the annual meet-
ing of the New York State Bar Asso-
clation Senator Root arpued azgalnst
the recall of judges and as o matter
of course he argued ably. Mr, Root Is
fa distinguished for the rational con-
servatiam of his views on public ques-
tions as he Is for his legal learning.
When he opposes A project we may
rest assured that he has good rensons
for it and his speech agalnst the re-
call of judges fully justifies this con-
fidence. Like other publlc men who
bave spoken on the same side of the
question, Senator Root's principal ob-
Jeetion to the new plan Is that 1t would
destroy the Independence of the bench
He bellevea that the safety of ordered
government deponds more upon free,
unbiased judges than upon any other
factor, and fearing, ns he does, that
the recall would serfoualy Impalr thelr
mental Independence, he naturally
conciudes that its adoption would be
dl=astrous Belng a lawyer and =
great one, Mr. Root naturally takes
the lawyer's view of the courts, Per-
haps, liks other lawyers, he even per-
mits a Hitla confusion to creep Into his
mind between what a ecourt sught In
theory to be and what it sometimes
actually is

He says, for example, that it is the
duty of a judge to enforce the law as
it Is; that he has no suthority to
change it that a eourt should have no
politieal or economic theories: and
that it has nothing to do with the wins-
dom or folly of a given law its moio
business is to apply the law to partie-
ular cases. With this statement of
what a court ought to be and do no
sensible person can differ. PBut in our
day o great many asensible people
would maintaln that thers is a broad
distinction between what the courts
cught to be and what they are. It is
widely asserted that judgea often do
cherish political and economic theo-
ries which they uphold by the tenor
of thelr decisions. It Is commonly be.
lleved In many quarters alse that
Judges are disposed to go a great deal
farther than the mere spplication of
the law to particular cases. We fre-
quentily hear of thelr amending the
law and nothing s more & matter of
dally conversation than the supposed
habit the judges have of repealing
the laws which they do not happen 16
find convenient.

How much or little truth there may
be in these rumors and reports we d0
not feel under any obligation to try to
estimats. Our point is that they play
& welghty part in ereating sentiment
for the recail of Judges. The current
argument is that since tha courts have
amumed the functions of legislative
bodles they ought to he held to the
same responsibility as legislators, and
the recall, It is argued, Is the only
practicable method of enforcing such
responsibility. We do not think that
Seaator Root gpives wolght enough to
this powerful body of publlc opinion
in casting up the causes which have
made tha recall of Judges popular. Hig
opinlon seems to be that people want
to recall the judges heemuss decisions
are now and then unpopular, He as-
sumea, too easlly, that decisions are
uniformly In strict accordance with
tha law as It stands, and declares that
thes proper thing to do i mot to reonll
the judge who has mads an unpopular
declaion, but to changs the law under
which he waas obliged to make L

This course of reasoning sounds ex-
tremely plaosibla, but when It 1s ex-
amined 1t savors more of special
pleading than one might expect from
A man of Mr. Root's sminent capacity,
We veature to say that no conceiv-
abls number of merely unpopular de-
clslons tn strict accord with the law
would have set up a demand for the
recall of judges. The demand han
artsen from unpopular decisions which
the public belleve are not in accord-
ance with the law, They bDelleve that

the bosom of his trusted Oregon |

in California its courts were subserv-
lent (o certaln [nfluences.

Mr. Root's argument that thes recall
will destroy the Independence of the
fudge is met by the answer that it will
repiace thelr dependence upon private
Interests by fixed and regular responsi-
bility to the public and It 1s pertinently
asked which is preferabie? At any
rate the subject s not nearly so simple
and ensily disposed of as many of our
statesmen seem to belleve.

NO MATERIAL POR NEW STATES

What are we to do for new siates?
We have become so acoustomed to the
admission of one or two al somewhat
irregular Intervals that we shall feel
that something s missing in our po-

ltieal life unless we continue the
hablt. But we have used up all the
raw material available by admitting

New Mexico and Arizona.

We must suspond operations until
Alaska is ripe for statehood, which will
not be for many years, unless Congress
quickly shows the ultra-conservation-
sts to the door and lets us develop her
resources. We may have to fall back
on Porto Rico, the Philippines, Ha-
wall and even Guam in order to keep
the statehood mill  grinding. We
should then vary the hues of Congress
with splotches of brown and black.

Life will be dull and uninteresting
with no territorice clamoring for state-
hood. Theare will be no available
moeans for a party to reinforce a silm
and shaky mujority in Congress by ad-
mitting A new state warranted to be of
its own political complexion. The
only chance for the Democrats will be
to divide Texas and the Reopublicans
can retallate only by carving Alaska
into sectiona and admitting each sec-
tion as o state. We shall no longer
hear our Forakers and Beveridges sor-
rowing over the wrongs of our terri-
torial stepchildren.

GERMAN OPINION OF CUBA.

A certaln Jingo element In Germany
ia s0 greedy of territory and so ready
to tanke It by falr means or foul that
it cannot conceive of a nation not
wishing to take territory when It haa
the opportunity. It opposes arbltra-
tion because a peaceful means of set-
tiing international disputes according
to the principles of equity would block
the gratification of ita desire to grab
territory by brute force. This |s the
explanation of a German newspiper's
hope that the arbitration treaty be-
tween the United States and Great
Britain will fall and of Its charge that
the United States [» "playing a slow
but sure game for the absorption of
Cuba.”"

To Americans, who all know about
our race problems, the conduct of the
United States In refusing to annex
Cuba is tha most natural course to
pursue. Our aim belng, so far as pos-
sible, to amalgamate our population in
a homogeneous body, each member of
which 1s fit to have a voice In the Gov-
ernment, wa have reluctantly added to
our population the Porto Rleans, Fll.
plnos and Kanakas, whom we must
educate up to the rights and responsi-
bilities democracy and who can
never be amalgamated. Hence we are
not disposed to add the mixed popus
lation of Cuba to our troubles, To the
German Jjingo it would be a simple
matter to taks Cuba and rule her peo-
ple with bayonet and whip.

The desire on the part of the Ger-
man jingo for the fallure of the Anglo-
American arbitration treaty Is Insplred
by the purpose to keep alive the possi.
bility of qupr.‘ub& between these two
nations. So loag ns the United States
and Great Britaln and the United
States and France are not leagued for
pesace, Germany can nourish friction
between them, out of which she might
draw advantage. If they are once
bound together by treaties of arbitra-
tion, she can see no alternative to
fighting her battles alona.

But the wvictory of the progressive
parties In tho Relchstag election de-
stroys, or at least greatly impairs, the
power of the jingoes to stir up trouble.
Demoeracy is gaining the upper hand
in Germany, and its Instinctive sym-
pathy with demoeracy In the three
democratic nations which are about to
form a peace league will paralyre the
arm of militarism.

of

THE FARMER AND THE HEN.

It is sald by persons who are sup-
poeed to know that fully 200 carloads
of egxs were shipped into Portiand in
the last year. This Is a showing that
ought to cause the farmers of Oregon
to do a littie thinking. By farmers wo
mean every person who owns a tract
of land large enough for a garden
pateh and a hencoop, for by the very
latest developments in the poultry in-
dustry It has been found that the large
runs which were formerly considered
eagential for poultry and egg produe-
tion are not nNecessary.

We know of no statistics, at jeast
none reliable, going to show what per.
contage of egE» and poultry are pro-
duced by specialists In the business,
Aand what percentage are turned off
by those who treat the business stmply
as n sida lne, llke the ordl
farmer. Hut we are of the opinion
that the farmers’ hens turn out more
egws and more poultry than the spe-
clalisty’ fowls do—far more. Wa
therafors believe that an Incressa in
the poultry and egx supply in Oregon
must come from the farmers' hens,
and not from the speciallsts, and it |a
to thix cinss of people, already keeping
Ppoultry, that we appeal 10 look well

1

| valn,

whether their flocka of fowls cannot
be so enlarged as to keep these mlil-
lions of dosens of forelgn eggs out of
our market and the cost therebf at
home. More than this—turn the im-

of poultry and poultry prod-
ucts into & channel of exportation, as
ought to be done, as could be done if
our land owners were ullve to their
opportunities, ] .

A large number of the carloads
mentioned as impdrted come from
Nobraska and Kansas. yet every. con-
ditlon for the economical conduct of
the poultry business are so far su-
perfor In this state over the siates
mentioned as not to be open for argu-
ment. Our climate, our supply of
green food during the Winter months,
our cool and equable Summers and
mild Winters, our eurly Springs when
the hatching season i aut its best—all
conditions here are practically fdeal
for cheap production of pouliry and
egRs.

1t Is said that hundreds of people
in- Kansas and Nebraska are going
about erecting poultry houses for the
farnfers, such houses costing from
$20 to 3200 and $300, and as a result
those states are increasing their out-
put by leaps and bounds; while with
us there Is scarcely any Increase in
production. The industry Is not aven
keoping pace with our growth of
population.

If The Oregonlan could be the
means of stirring only the farmers to
action, and could induce each ons to
add m dozen hens to his flock, we
would feel that we had done a great
and lasting good to every citlzen of
the state. Of course we cannot hope
to accompllsh any such resuit, but we
do hope every poultry owner who
rends this article will consider wheth-
er or no he cannot 4o his part towards
making Oregon self-supporting so far
s eges and poultry are concerned,
The speclalists will never stop the
leak—the farmers can do It

If a man who has five wives can
stoal 310,000 worth of butter, how
long can he keep out of jall? This
pretty sum in the rule of three ls pus-
zling the schoolchildren of Fargo, N.
D, and Interesting their elders a lt-
tle. The hero of the tale is ons Mur-
ray, who seemns to have had a wife in
every town where he pstole butter,
What Is the relation between matri-
mony and this particular ¢rime? It
must bs interasting if one counld dls-
cover It.

What the “jams and Jellles" which
are sold at some stores are really made
of Is a dark mystery. Inspectors found
the other day that a certain “‘straw-
berry” jam was beautifled with grains
of millet to imitate the secds. What
else thers was In the mess we ask in
All we are certain of Is that
there were no strawberries. The stal.
wart bodles which American citizens
neod cannot be bullt up with such ma-
terinl as thiz "strawberry fam."

Prussia has good cause to celebrate
the birth of Frederick the Great, for
he ralsed Prussia from a petty prinel-
pality to be one of the first powers of
BEurope. His military genlus, which
won splendid vietorles over great odds,
founded the grealness of Prussia, and
pitimately of Germany as a milltary
power. Hp ranks with Caesar, Hanni-
bal, Washington, Napoleon, Welllng-
ton and Grant as among the world's
great generals.

Nomination of Representative Rane-
dell for Senator from Loulslana will be
welcome to avery clty interested In in-
talligant river and harbor improve-
ment. Mr. Ransdell s & member of
the Housa committee on rivers and
harbors andg was president of the Riv-
ers and Harbors Congress, He visited

| Portinnd several years ago and can be

;Smumt ns & good friend of Columbla
siver Improvement and all other meri-
torious projects

Benator Kenyon's Indorsement of
Cummins reads more like an indorse-
ment of Taft. What he zays about
the attacks of big business on Lthe
President suggests a source of strength
with which the Demaocrats would bet-

ter reckon. Wilson tmplled the same
opinlon when he rejected Harvey's
support because of the latter's cor-

poration affiliatlons.

it is becoming so common for
women to nsk for annulment of mar-
riage on the plea that they married on
Impulse, under coerclon or when men-
tally deranged, that the uncertalnties
of matrimony will aggravate man to
the point of distraction, It becomes
tnereasingly difMicult to Keep n woman's
mind mades up.

A step towards falr play for the
homesteader is promised by the Rorah-
Jones bill reported to the Senate from
ecommittees. Let the Land Offlce re-
form the perniclous methods of its spe.
cial agents and lel Congress pass this
bill, and we may check the migration
to Canada.

When one of the San Diego mystics
sald she was “able to see enveloping a
high polnt on the western slop® a hugoe
black ecloud,” that must mean Jack
Johnson “copping the money” In the
Balt Lake “go.”

The harborse which have the best
prospect of securing appropriations
are those llke Tillamook, whose people
ars willing to help themselves by shar-
Ing the cost of improvement with the
Government.

Thers is nothing primitive about
Malheur's elvilizatlon. A man In that
county mets twenty years for crime
upon a child, Years ago he would
have recelved twenty seconds’ psus-
ponse,

By exchanging Manchu for Japaness
rule China might gain In eMclency of
Fovernmant, but the Japs would prob-
ably take all the fruits of the im-
provement thoemssives,

Oregoninns would feel at home on
Mars, for Lowell Observatory an-
nounces the canals have been doublad,
and that means the rainy season is at
hand.

When Connmught met Major Butt
yesterday he could not help forming &
fins oplnlon of offlclal America.

Electrification of Wesatern Oregon
will make the Vallsy an empire in
papulation and production.

The trial of S8chmits on_thuu pre-
historic grafting charges will be an
oft-told tals.

What amateurs our native murder-
érs are compared with the scientific
Chiness,

Into the situation mnd consider]

Hecords Are Contrasted.

FOREST GROVE, Or., Jan. 36—(To
the Editor.)—As the abollshment of
capital punishment is to be an lssue
at the coming slection and thus Deo-
come a living lssue instead of & call
to Govermor West to perform the
duties ho has taken an oath to per-
from, would it not be well to get down
to bottom facts?

Does not ths guestion “Why do we
punish the murderer? resolve . itself
into two ends?

First—To place the murderer where
he ean do the least harm.

Becond—To act as a dJdeterrent 1o
those who would commit murder.

When one commits a crime which is
contriary to law he has forfeited his
lberty and has mo right to expect he
will recelve anything but punishment
The law has always held that If indl-
vidua! right, property or anything the
individual may bave standes ln the way
or Jepopardizes the publle, the Iin-
dividual must give way; so when one

crime we place him in prison or If
murder In the first degree execute him.
if he were the only one that wns taken
into account we might place him in
jail and feed and clothe him and pro-
vide him with more luxuries and "soft
sentiment” than he ever enjoyed at
home and all be well. But here comes
In the second consideration, the de-
terrent effecl on those who would
commit erimes,

Many try to make out that life im-
prisonment Is more of a deterrent
than execution.

If o why do all murderers or a
great majority of them put forth so
great an effort to get thelr séntences
commuted to Jife Imprisonment? But
perhaps stuatistics are the only safe
answer to the guestion.

1 remember when looking up for a
Fdebate many years ago In favor of
abolishing capltal punishment the
statistics were »so strong to the fact
whenever and wherover it had been
abolished murder had been Increased
that I eould not consistenily continue
an an advocate of deing away with
execution of first-degree murderers.

I regret that I have not the statis-
ties at hand but copy a few from an
article in the Chiongo Advance, which
pays: “From 1887 to 18508 as shown by
statistios of the Chleago Tribune the
homieides in the country Incrensed
from 1266 to $000. One year there
were more than 10,000, In 15 years
the total pumber was 133,182, while
during the Civil. War the number
killed on the Unlon side was 101,000."
Think of it 31,000 or nearly ons-third
more people murdered In 15 years of
peace than In five yoara of bloody wur.

“Durjng the Ilaat two years there
have baen 663 homicldes In Cook Coun-
ty—Chicago's county—and not a single
hanging and of thene homlcldes more
than 200 were ‘cold bleoded murders.
- +« « In London with its great popu-
lation during the year 1500 there were
only 18 ecases of murder. Of the
murderern flve committed sulcide, four
wers executed and foor were found in-

FATE, Compare these figures
with Chicago's 300 "cold blooded’ mur-
ders and not an execution. . . The

real fact I that England hangs mur-
derers and as a result does not have

many to hang,"
. 8 T. WALKER,

NOT A RETPUBLICAN.
Portland Lawrer Is Democratie Candi-
date for Circult Judge.
PORTLAND, Jan. 25.—(To thea Ed-
Itor.}=—The Oregonian today published
& special dlspateh from Salem, eraditing
me with having flled with the Secretary
of State my petition for nomination for
the office of Clrcuilt Judge, Department
No, 4. us & Republican. This raport is
arroneocus in part only. 1 flled with the
Secratary of Btate my decluration of In-
tention to be 4 candldate for the Demo.
ceratle nomination for Clircult Judge, De-
partment No. 4, as a Democrat. 1 know
of Instances In Oregon wlere men pre-
viously recognlzed as Democrats have
sought nomination for office on the He-
publican ticket, but I have navar known
thiz to ocour until at least six months
after the candidate had changed his
palitical afMiliations by reglistering as a
Republican. 1 have always registered
as g Demoerat, and in Justice to myself,
and in fairness to some Republican,
good and true, who might be deterred
from becoming a eandidate for the Re-
publican nomination for this office,
this report Is not corrected, 1 Leg you
to give this letter ‘space In your next
issue. OGLESBEY YOUNG.

MR. YOUNG IS

The Cannon and the 'Train.
PORTLAND, Jan. 23,.—(To the REdi-
tor.)—In The Oregonian today "A Bub-

soriber atks the questlon as to the
distance between a traln and a bullet
4 nhot off from a cannon on the rear of

the traln, at the-end of an hour. You
state that “A Is correct,” and the dis-
tance would be 60 miles, [ wish you
would explain how you eame to this
conclusion. It sooma to the writer
the distance would be the 60 miles
traveled by the train plus the dlstance
the bullet would travel before it lost
Its momentum, unless the writer of 1he
original question means thut the bul-
let keops traveling the whole hour;
then the answer would be 120 miles

A SUBSCRIBER.

This question was discussed fully in
The Oregonian s fow wesks ago, The
realstance s{ifficlent to glve the can-
non ball A momentum of 60 miles an
hour 18 withdrawn as rapidly ns It la
applled. I propeiler Is revolved
rapidly enough to give a boat a spead
of ten miles an hour in calm water,
the boat will stand still If the pro-
peller's power 1is directed against a
current receding so rapldly that no
resistance ls offered to the propaller
blades {ikewise the cannon ball
stands siill and the traln goes on, The
question nt best Im theoretical, as
misailes do not travel at u suatained
spead, while n train may.

Hormes and Caille.
NARROWS, Or., Jan. 20—(To the Ed-
jtor. ) —Will you kindiy give the number
of horses in the United States &t the
present time; also the number of cattie?
Are thoy Increasing? What Ia the lar-
iff on each? A READER,

21,040,000; oxen, mileh cows
and other cattle, €8,080,000. The fg-
ures compiled for 1910 ahow an In-
crease in horses over the preceding year
of 400.000: an Increase In mileh cows of
$1,000, a decreass In oxen and other eat-
tle of 2,100,000.

There I8 a tariff of 27% per cent nd
valorem on cattle 1 year old or over
valued at over §14 per Lead; on horses
valued at $150 or less 330 per head:
horses valued at over $1850, 256 per cent
nd wvalorem.

Horves,

“A Bird In Hand.”

PORTLAND, Jan. I5-—(To the Edi-
tor,)—Please say where [ can find
words and music of an old song en-

titled “The Three Young Maids of Lee."”
A SUBSCRIBER.
The song is called “A Bird In Hand,”
words by F. C. Weatherby. and music
by Joseph L. Roeckel, and is published
at 50 cents, In song folle No. 1, by Oli-
ver Ditson & Co., Boston

| CAUSES OF BOJLER EXPLOSIONS

Fireman Tells How Water Glass May
Sometimen Decelve.

RAYMOND, Wash., Jan. 31—(To the
Bditor,)—Having read the account in
The Oregounian of destruction of
the steamer Sarah Dixon and having
been A fireman and englneer at one
time, T am quite interested in tha cause
and wonder if you would grant me

will steal. murder or ¢ommit any other |

It |

‘ Mechanic—the Clerk.
!
f
[
[

i news of the day before.

space to glve to the public and fellow
| workers In my calling & couple of ex-
periences that might help to prevent
juat such accldents to the
Dixon.

The firet Incident occurred in 1501,
while I waa fireman on & small tug
towing logs. The englnser, as soon ps
we were well on our way with the |
tow, wonld turn the englne room over
to me and retire to his cabin to slecp
or read. Ono morning, after we were
a coupie of miles from our starting
‘polnt. 1 moticed that the water In the
gnuge ginss was getting higher with
the pump feeding from the hot well
etill ‘at the usual stroke, and I knew
that by that time I should bave been
turning on the extra feed from the
reserve tank, as the condensation
]coum not pe sufficient. So, calling the
1

as that

chief (o the engine-room, wao com- |
menoced locking for the tronble. We
closed the top and bottom gauge cocks |
and, taking out the xlass, found that
the glass bad crystallized at the top
and the gusket was pinched over the
top of the glass in such a mannor as
to prevent the full steam pressure
from holding the water at the proper
level. As soon as possible we placed &
new glass and opened the gauge cocks,
finding that we only had a half Inch
of water in sight,

Now, 1 suppose many engineers may
know of this kind of an occurrence, but
1 do not think it i common and It ian
certainly a fact that if an explosion
happened from this cause there s lit-

tle chance to find it out &fter it has |
happened.
At another time while firing & sta-

tionary boller I notlced in blowing out
the gauge glass when coming on shift
that the water did not return to the
place it should be In the glass qulck
enough, 5o as the next day was Sunday
and the boller would be washed, I hud |
a chance for inspection. 1 féund that
the 1%-inch feed pipe passing through

the fromt end of the boller and
some distance up to ths gauge cocks
or water column was fillled with scale

so hard that a cold chisel would hardly
eut 1t, and fust barely room for a lend
pencil to go through A small plece
of loose scale could have blocked this
and glven & false Indleation, causing
an exploslon easlily.

These littla incidents may belp to
keep the eternal vigllance of my fellow
engineers and firemen, which is the
price of eafety, at the proper pitoh.

AT G |

THOUGHT QUESTIONS IN EX \MS.|
Elghth Grade Tesis Criticised by
Albany Writer. !

ALBANY, Or., Jan. 26.—(To the Ed- |
Itor.}—I should Ilke a small space to
record some criticisms of the gquastions

which the State Superintendent's office |
prepares for the pupils In the eighth |
grade examinations

Thers 1= & tendency which I note ]
under the present regimes to make the
questions, as far &35 possible, thought
questions To this 1 heariily agree,
but thers fire many questions which are
s0 purely questions of fact that an at-
tempt to make thought questions of
them muokes thom hazy und mislead-
ing. For sexample, one of the questions
in history In the recent examination
was to tall when and whers the [
Continental Congress met, and further
atked why 1€ was called such I have
found mo one who csn tell this, as the
text books do not mention It

Another question in clvil governmeont
asked: “A person in Europs could be
«d of trenson for speaking il of |

"‘.'I‘i\ ic

the government Could this happen In
Ameriea?™ Of course, the idea was 1o
hnve tha pupil recall the first amend-

| ment to Constitution, bhut many
{ took their cue Ifrom the word traason
| and proceeded to explaln what eonstl-
tuted tremson In the United Stiatea and |
pointed out that a person cannot be |
convicted-on those grounds. How much
{s the pupll at fault In this?

the

In arithmetle there w two prob-
temns whieh are not required by our
new course of study, one in complex
fractions and the other o compound
proportion, which, by the woy,
aleo have been worked by am
Again, many of the words in spelling

the

I have beon-unable to find in ti
ing-book at all

Now, my point I= this: Are we (0 ba
gilded by our course of study when
preparing classes for the final eighth

srade examinations, or are we to teach
ull the obsolete things in the textbooks

and bhesides be held responsible r
technical information to b found only
within the Nds of the encyclopedin? Wa
teachers are awalting the answor
B. L, BMITH
Unwritten Contract.

RITTER, Or., Jan. 24—(To the Hd-
ftor.)—1. A vg A tract of Iand o Bl
H in cons ration ls to dellver one-
third of all cor d A agreos lo
draw up n but keepn putting It

E takes pea
premises and eom-
n A drawns up & lense
es not mentioned 1

to time.
4

off from time
ful! possession
mances work
that contalna

nrti

! which

| B up to t Can A compel B to
| sign mals neate the promlses?
| s A buvs & Lfract of i
{ The deed was wledged bafore r
| husband, who Is a notar . Her
| mother glgns as 'witness. Is the trans.
action according to law? A J. W,

of the contract according te original
intent.
2 Yes,

One Year in Sinte.

PORTLAND, Jan. 25.—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—Kindly inform me thro h pa-
per how leng must party be resident
of =tate and county In applying for

divoree, State of Oregx
CONSTANT READER.

1. B ean compe] specific performancs |

Country Town Sayings by Ed Howe

When a woman agent calis on ¥ou
with s book you don't went and insists
upon taking up your timeé when you
are busy, IL l= then that you partiocu-
larly regret that you dom’t live In a
fand of ]iberty and free speéch.

The man who tries to ger your money
on o promiss of 100 per cent interest is
not the only one who tries to foul you.
There i{s the gentleman who says that
it you will elect him to Congress he
will offer a tarlff hlll that will insure
general prosperity.
wife and daughters should
t hours & day in your place
s you would becoma tired of

your
il nlgl

busine

of

secing them around, And thal's the way
they feel when you stay nround home
teo much.

Nothing would humiliste me so much
as to be sued by a woman for breach
of promlise,

How many pgople have taken advan-
tege of ¥ou in & mean, underhanded
way? Others have lists, too, I gome-
timos fear there are a good many who

need Billy Bunday.

Soma peopla haven't ths "knaeck’ of
attracting a ¢ 1 I never had
It I shouid rt or office, people would
come from other stales and swedr In

illegnl votes for the pleasure of voting
agalnst ma,

Most men will find time to do you a
favor If you tell them you know they
aiready have too much to do.

After m man passes 50, It shocks him

a little to be called by his first name.

A certain public man nsver spenks
that he does noi say something dis-
agreeahle There Is a me nt on

foot to starve him lo denth, and 1 have
helped some.

The louder 8 man tolks tho less do I
care to dispute what he says.

Oregon Savings Deposits,

PORTLAND, Jan 23.—(To the EAl-
tor.}—FPlonse tall me whethar or not
unpald depo accounts in the Oregon

gs Bar have any value,
in a small town in Wash-

nt me recently three of these
hooks, representing deposits maida
¥ his children In 1504, and I am un-
mgble to find anyone who seems to know
anything definite about the affairs of

this Institution
Wan sach depositor entitled to a no-
tice by mall concerning hils account,

| or was It intended that only those who

were “Johnny on the spot" should share

| In the distribution of the funds?

ENQUIRER.

If the person holding the bank books
roferred to in the above communication
will take muatter up by writing
Thoemas C. Devlin, recolver, ths ac-

the

| counte will receive Immeadiate attantion,

for
doan

according to A. E Clark, sttorney
the recelver. Mr. Clark, however,
not say what, If anything, the accounts
the Oregon Trust &
suppossd to flla
Recelver Deovlin
to notice by

are worth.
Depoaitors In
Savings Bank were
their claims with
They were not entitled
mall.

Date of Primarles.

MORO, Or,, Jan. 22,—(To the BHditer)
—Firgt: On ~hat day In April of thi=s
yoar will the primary eleactlion be held?

Second: Please glve the last day in
a ecandidate can file his petl-
tlon with the County Clerk, so as to
got his name on the ballot.

0. SMYTHE.

J.

JR—
First—April 10
Sacond—Write to Secratary of Stats
for 1912 memorandum of election laws,

The Blue Coat.

We wolk our beats protecting those
Who throw it into us.

They say "Thers goes the brute in blue,

Ain't he the grafting cuss!"

We walk our béats In blazing heat
Under the noondny stn;

Wh are aslesp In
our is just begun,

bed

n o
work

1T

When you're having a blg blowout

On legal ] Ay, «

Why, we're workling doubie time
And getting single pay.

And when there's danger Iin the alr
An ap'rats work to do,

You uh the telephone and say
“(3ive us Mnin 212"

robbers are on the rampage

are loot,
risks his life for you?
brute.”

anhe 2 f8 o

nhiuman

And if one of us Ils murdered
Playing some desp'rate game,

Why., he a hl istanined hero.
He's w Immortal fime,

But if } grows to ba

slatementis

uniforms

i you sleap
uniforms
starvation cheap.

We ars not all brutes and robbers—
3 plaster saints ars few—

men with wives and families
feolings just like you.
You are just “gloss house” reformers
En qult your firing

Cinse up, you whited
You're filied with

-

—

The Oregonian Reaches

All Classes

reaches the homes.

result-producing basis.

The Banker—the Lawyer—the Business Man—the
And their families.
part of the entire circulation of The Oregonian is in Port-
land. The Oregonian has a great big city circulation.

Its advertising columns carry the very latest busmess
Just as its news columns give
you the news of the world up to within a few hours of the
time you receive the paper at your home in the morning.
The Oregonian stands alone as a business message-carry-
ing medium. 1here is no other single sales force in the
City of Portland that can compete on a dollars and cents
If your business message to the
homes of Portland appear in its columns, you know.
your announcement is not there you are overlooking a

business opportunity, AND A BIG ONE.

A larger
It

If




