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OUR NATIONAL SIN.
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Ths path of the crim nowadars is

ptrewn with the persuasive tears of
appealing reélntives thes potent
pleadings of meddilng homanitarians,
so that the sxact courss of Justice is
divertod 1ot coddling evaslon and
downright defeat

A foul murder is committed, and the
Inatrumentalitics the law through
ths ingenlous devices of lawyers are
favoked to secure Immunity from pun-
fahment. But If perc 1o Lhe ms=as-
pin 1s convicted, and jury and judge
decree that he shall pay the full pen-
alty, ths scalffold Is wrecked by a Gov.
ersor, the } rope 1s cu
bits and distribn o souvenics
among weapling spectators and admir.
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Baring had s good v! entirely with-
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iy or may not have been able to gt
work at hia vocation Nuturally his
o waa not held o but was
given to A mare stabls man Be this
a8 it may. the varning power of this
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f cide, that the family =as u!qmulnt'

for noeccssary sustasgances upon the
mother of aix small children, two of
whom are at the breast

This case ia 15yplecal ef individual ir-
responstbliily that fs Llestrated first by
inconsiderates marcinge, later by Ineon-
siderate assumption of manifold pa-
pental Juties, and at lust crouches
whining in a corner and druins o bot-
tls of carbolic acld

Self-murder in, af course, shocking:
in a sense—Iiooking to its altimate,
unseen, which ita wvictims
1. But, dlsciatm-
ing all intent to take hamh Judgmant,
wo cannot forbear an cxpression of the
bellef that eince this was to be this
man's ch n » shirking re-
sponsibilities that are sacred to manly
station or

of

(L F) me

meén in whateVer t cial

stralt in [ife, 12 is to be regretind that
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than that of tha husband and
father, whose postponement of his
chosen means of exit loAves a wife nnd
half a dogen halpless children without
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GOVERNOR STURRS, INSURBGENT.
Governor Stubbs, of Hanss, prefers

| togother they

1 none of him, is less censur- |

)

his personal success to the integrity of
Mis party., Rather than bave a direct
primary law uonder which he cannot
secure the Republican nomlination for
Bonator of Demooratio
votes, he » no direct primary
at all. Wh the demoralization of
the Repubilean party by the intruaton
of Democrats will help his ambimion,
Stubbs welcomes such deadly Injury
t

1 Harity is common among
inzurgents They seek personal suc-

not through the success of thelr

cems,
party. but by courting the &ld of
membders ©* the opposits party at the
expenwe of their own., They are Re
v g oa It pays In

L. When the rules
tical game stand in their
v sot nxide the rules, for with
t is o games of win-at-any-price,
deficient in that sport-
) ch prompts & mAaAn
¥ to accept defeat rather than
y unfalr means.

HAREY TIHAWS INSANITY.
How farcical ia the law under which
murderer’s [ife & saved by the plea
of imsanfty is well (llustrated by ths
intrigue through which Harry Thaw la
expected to guin his lberty. Thaw
was found to be a dangerous lunatic,
lable at any timo In & gust of passion
to commit homic and as such was
confined at Mattemwan His family
haa been Intriguing ever mince to se-
cure his lberation and is reported to

e

have succesedsd so far as to have
brought about & changes in the man-
agement of the asylum favorable to

im and to have overcome the obfec-
w of Jerome, who prosecutsd him
r the murder of White, and of his
wife to his lberation

Thess facts gn 1o prove that a lfe
santence for a murderer ls not really
a iife santence It in merely & aon-
tence to tmprisonment until pelltical
personal Influence can sacure a
pardon or commutation of sentance.
There can bea no doubt that, If the
sound principls on which Insanity
pleas were formerly Jjudged, as de-
fined by Carl Snyder, had been ad-
hered to, Thaw would have been con-
victed of murder. A sentence of death
would have removed all future danger
to other men's lives from a man
proved to have murderous Iinstincta
Paltering with the insanity plea has
kept him alive as a mource of evil in-
fluence on the affalrs of the state and
its prosecuting officers and as a shin-
ing example of how to commil mur-
der and escape the death penalty.

or

LW FHANK., THE OCONSUMER'S TF-
LIVER¥FR

law Shank—everybody ealls him
"Low"—Mayor of Indianapolls, has
tound the selution of the problem how
t tucs the cost of living, He has
actunily demonstrated that high pricea
are due not o much to the Incrense
of urban in comparison with rural

»

population, not 8o ich to short crops
s to the middleman, who uses hia po-
sition to beat down the price pald the
producer o the price paid
by the ¢ m bis rake-off may
rRer Regarded at first as &
demagogue, Ehank enlisted the sap-

pnsarvative c¢lament of

y frankily con sing his

» Tan the <¢ity wi ut thelr

{ he has now so completely won
ort of all elements by his
success In reducing the cost
hat hoe is talked of am a
wany complaints of the

of provisiona in the ecity

the Mayor iovestigated and

1 the tricks hy which tha mid-

“gouged™ both producer and
The market was rented to
and a city ordinance
£ on the curb without
The Mayor virtually abro-
this ordinance and prices be-
imble. Cora dropped from 20
losens o § to 10 centa other
by the farmer dropped
and only things the

CONsSuT
the middl

prevented =

\
in
farmer 4 not eell, or of which thelir

proportion

br exhausted,
high As Fall cazne on
supply bLeCAme
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He brought in
and sold none
By his compe-
the market price
potatoea to 50

d

Eastern

g the market open to the
the Fall the Mayor
the price of all hog
frult, but he did not

h

s o dealer until Just
before T ring. Then he rac a
three & of tarkeys, §Eeeen,
duckn, chickens and country butter,

| and “knocked prices galloy west.” na

asnding
He fol-

dealers cxpressed it
down £ to 10 cents & pound.

t it to 76 cents and |
s three hours 10 peo-
with full basketn,
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them |

own hands the work begun by their
Mayor. Housswives to the oumber of
00 have combined to buy thelr sup-
plies by competitive bids for one Year
from the firm offering tho lowest
price, postoffice and railread smpleyes

have combined in the same manner,

and one such organizition s buying
thinms, bacon and other cured meats at
5 conts less than ths retsll price. The
Mayor is flooded aith inquiries from
officials of other cities and has been
vampeiled to employ exiTa help o
answer them. He ls preparing to con-
tinue his campalgn through the Spring

and to buy vegetables by wholesals in |

the South.
Shank has proved that the remedy
for high prices is in the Deople’'s oWn
hands and he has shown them how to
it
idlemen’s trust ls o CODIUINGTS
trust, for if the consumers only hang
can qulckly Ubring the
groducers” trust 1o tarms. Work can
be found for some of the displaced
middlemen in managing

of themn can joln the back-to-the-farm
movement. They wiil be better occu-
pled as producers than as paragites
on the eommunity and thelr health
and morals will be improved,
FRATERNITY INTLUENCE.

1: would be Intaresting to learn the
sxact numhber of young men who are
killed yoar aftsr ysar at their initia-
tion ceremonies into the Greek-letter

0f course the greatast
taken to conceal each
#gecldents™ or explain
but now and then
eome out in all

The youth who

fraternitles,
pains are
these
them AWAY,
ths renl {acta
thelr hdeousness.
was birned almost to death at a
fashionahle Philadelphin academy
eannot be the only one who has suf-
fered from the worship of the fetich
this Fall and Winter. There must
have been many more. Loyuity to
the clasa, to the college or school, to
the fraternity, naturnlly closes every
mouth as & usunl thing. It Is only in
casen rarely exceptional that the truth
Jonks out in apite of efforts to conceal
it. The Greek-lotter socleties are an
gndamocratic factor in college. as they
are 1o school. The good they dois of &
sort that it is hardly discriminated
from evil, whils the undeniable evil Is
manifeat.

At colleges where the fraternities
are strong thers is always & grest deal

of

! of politica of the “sharp" wvariety. All

the underhand manipulations are un-
derstood thoroughly and practiced
defily. In athletics, class elections,
mudent parties and the llke the fruter-
nitles are oall-powerfnl, The honors
which they hold out are preferrad by
ambitious studenta far above any in-

tellectunl distinetions. The faculty has |

nothing offer which can compete
for a moment the glory of an
eloction (o the leading fraternlty.

In this way the ambitions of ths stu.
dent arp perverted, Ths trua object
of attendance at college s forgotten
and false standarda erected. Intel-
Jlectunl prowess hecomes soméething to
be despised, while “social™ and athletic
eminence are all in all, The frater-
nitles stand very high among the in-

to

with

| luences swhilch have mado the modern

collegs & facter of questionabls value
in our civilization.

A AEATIFIC VISION.

Benator Bourne's articie In the Jan.
unry Atlan on “The Initiati RHef-
erendum and Recall” may, the
sake of profounder study, ba divided
into two parts. The firat, as the read-
er would naturally expect from the
philosophical bent of the author, is
theoretical. The secand Is practical.
Lot us disposs of the latter first iIn
otder to get It out of the way and
permit ourselves to revel unperturbed
in the metaphysical beautics of the
former. Tha second part of Benator
Bourne's learned disquisition deals
with recorded facts, and inasmuch as
anybody can go to the documents and
look them up for himself, It follows
naturaily that most of the statemenis
are falrly accurate. While wandering
with stately step through the flowery
wilderness of philosophy, a Senator
may say almonst anything that happens
to pop Intoe his head, but in dealing
with facts his exaited statlon does not
relleve him entirely of the danger of
belng tripped up if he envelopes them
in & poetionl halo of {lluslon. Beo Ben-
ator Bourno's facts are all right It
is his reasoning that fliils one with
amazemant and hilarity.

The object arcund which Benator

rne’s ardent Intelllgence burns
with & lambent flame in this article
ts something of hls own invantion, =
poor thing but hls own, or al any mate
he thinks 1t i hls own, We may find
causn to 4iffer with him asbout that
some tlme or other, but let It pass
now. This thing of Joy and benuty is
the "composite citizen” Do not be
frightened at ths welrd conception.
The composite citizen is not & Frank-
ensteln’s monster formed out of hits
of flesh gathered hers and there, now
from a tomb, now from a tipsy reveler
sleeping in the gutier Nat at all
Senntor Bourna has nothing so horrid
tn his mind. His composite ¢ltizen ls
formed after the analogy of a com-
pasite photograph, which, as eavery-
pody knows, collecls all the beauty
and virtue of successive =ittars on the
plate and cancels all their frallties and
ugly spots. Mr. Bourne's composits
citizen s a sort of suporhuman mush
mude by grinding together in an Imag-
inary mortar everybody who has a
vote and doing the product up in pel-
lets. We are supposed to bs deprived
by the triturating process of nil our
faults and selfish folbles. Nothing !s
left of u= dut exalted devotion to the
common good.

The pestle which grinds us in this

mngie mortar s *the initigtive and
referendum.” By ita witching infin-
ence we are all mo transformed that

sve almply can't vots aguinst the high-
est good of the commonwenith, No
matter how ardent ron may long to
be mean und pestifervus and cantan-
karous you might as wall give up the
struggle. for the initiative and refer-
endum will make a saint and states-
man out of you, wriggle pgainst it as
Do you think we aroe exug-
gerating this mimculous power and its
infiusnce upon the wvoter? Rash
doubter; read ths Senator's own In-
spired words and forever after hold
FOUr peace: .

“1 have demanstrated™—notice the

| sublime self-confidence of the great

lowed this uwp by selling a cariosd of |

Engllsh walnuts, hundreds of pounds

of mincemeat and hundreds of Christ- |
| of the boundless sea of truth, but Sen-

mas trers at aboul half price.

The rewnit has been & Inll in prices
all atong the Unse Even the commis-
glon men Sold o grudge apainst him,
far they admit that prices were too
high and that they now sell more and
maks better profits.

The pecpls bhave talien Inte (helr

endum the peopls ecxknnot
against the guneral svelfare.”

discoverer. Elr Issac Newton, poar
creaturs, sald he was no more than a
boy pleking up pebbles on the shore

ator Bourne la not troubled by any
such silly affectation of humlillity, He
has “demonstrated”’ We luxyriate In
the mighty word, "I have demonstrat-
ed that under the lnitiative and refor-
legislate
This is

'.etu;-[smy popular and respectabis?

The remedy for a prodocers’ |

co-oparative |
socintiona of consumeérs and the rest |

such & comfort. It relieves one of any

| FIGHT 1% OVER SURPLUS VALUE.

NOW IS8 TIME FOR CHABRPITTING.

necessity to study public questions, 19| L, oo s Hesnlt of Displays | Lador Is Avallable and Wenther In Fro-

pore over initiative measares, to pon-
der upon the effect of propossd laws
Bince we cannot vote against the gen-
eral welfare and are compelled by in-
evitnhle necessity to vole for It In
epite of all we can do If wa vols AL
all, what is the usa of reading or
study? Away with all such tiresome
impostures.  When election day comes
we will shut out eyves and cast our
votes confident that, as molecules In
ths Compoesite Cldzen, we cannot vote
amiss

Was ever a doctrine promulgated
which tended more to make ignorant
It
is a pity that the Benator did mot per-
ceive the extensions of which his all
too fascinating theory ls capable, Let
ws delight our souls with a brief re-
hoarsal of his “demonstration™ that
the compasite cltizen cannot vote un-
wisely or selfishiy. It comes to this
Our selfiah interests and our follles
ars all pulllng tn different directions,
while
sach of us that works for ths publie
good works in harmony with the kin-
dred spark in everybody eclse. Hence
all silly and solfish measures propesed
under the inltiative are kiiled by con-
fllcting deslres In the woters, while
anything that promotes the general
walfare must survive. Woe repeat that
ihis prineciple admits of extension to
other spheres than the political, We
can prove by Senator Hourne's logic
that no mean or salfish trick can sver

| be played by a man on his nalghbor.

The “damonstration™ runs in this wise.
Every other man in the community 1is
trying at the same (nstant to play
some mean trick on our intended vic-
tim. These tricks are necessarily con-
flicting in thelr purpose. They agTee
only in belng mean. Hence they neu-
trallzs one another and try as Henry
may he never can do anything but
good to Willlam. Beautiful conclu-
sion, lovely logic. How does It comé
that the world is full of despleable
tricks? It fsn't. TYou are dreaming
when you think you see the “spurns
that patient merit from the unworthy
takes.” “There alu’t no such spurna’™
They ara all imaginary. The Ilofty
prineciple of the “composite citizen™
demonstrates that thosse things can-
not he

It is with rending reluctance that
we leave this engaging theme. The
more one dwalls upon It ths more it
soemma full of grace and spiritual
sweatness. One parting word and then
wo shall sorrowfully compel ourselves
to let It vanish llke a bDlessed vision in
the twilight eloud. Whenever you
think you are chanted, or oppreased
by an evll law, or hounded by a de-
testable nelghbor, remember that you
are part of the great composite oltl-
gen and that as such you can nelther
do nor suffer anything unpleasant or
Injurious, Then a blossed peace will
suffuse your soul

The country beholds Wall street's
»gloom"™ with resignation, consldering
the caume, swhich = a dearth of
“lambe* for the last year. The truth
Is that Intelligent people have lost the
taste for gnmbling with thelr savings
and are necking sound Investments.
This makes Wall street sad, but sincs
it spreads Joy through thousands of
homea perhaps thoe compensation i
adequate,

The attnck on Consul Emart for-
nished Britaln a convenlent excuse to
strengthen her forces in Persin, lest
Russia should mistake the boundary
petween the spheres of Influence and
should let the Cossacks stray over into
the Eritlah sphere. It Is well enough
to have a friendly understanding with
Russia, but it !s also well to svatch
her, that sahe lives up to it.

The expected is about to happen In
Harry Thaw's case. Tha law bas
played with thia dellberate murderer
long enough to satiafy the deconcles
and now he will soon be relesased. Thia
adds n superfluous instance to the
multitude which prove that our courta
care more for several different things
than they do for punishing eriminals
and preventing erime.

Apparently there iz a brain oconter
for each sepurate language. Thoe Day-
ton hizgh school girl who was injured
in the head has lost her Engiiah. but
retalns her newly-acquired German.
No doubt a fragment of bone preases
upon the brain at the point where
English apeach s controlled. It i=
reasonabis to expesct complets rellef
by a simple operation,

The slogan suggested to Portland by
a Dallen correspondent, viz., “See the
Ross Clty on her fresh-witer seaport
bioom when the canal comes through"
is long-winded, rather than “catchy”™
ns o slogan is supposéd to be, The
expenditure of breath in voicing 1t wiil
be out of all proportion to the enthuy-
alasm that it will inspire.

Vancouver, Wash., is noted for Ita
tumber, its big bLridge. Its musical
frogs, ita historical associations and its
marriagea, principally its marriagoes.
Seattle, with Its many divorces, has a
band of sympathy with Vancouver,
which mates, mismates and remites
the couples.

Winter comos to the Middle West
with roaring wind, fiylng snow and
gero temperature. It comen to Oregon
with fust enough frost to make the alr
bracing and exercise enjoyable, with
calm alr and clear sky.

The young murderer at Centralia
ascribes his downfall torpoker. That
ts a slur at an ancient and more-or-
less honorabla gEame. Craps were
more to his hand,

The rurai free dslivery carrier
must confine his energy to the postal
card, for the lotest Presidential order
forbids him talking polltics,

For ono whosa carcer on Wall street
was comparatively brief, Charles W.
Moree accumuiated a nlee assortment
of allment=,

There 1s refreshing change In the
newa from Tennessoe that a mob of
negrom has killed a whits man,

The big surthquake is soon forgotten
and San Franclsco revelers seem not
to fear possible wrath.

All *“frats” do not kill their victims,
but some coms very near It

Yesterday's good resolutions will
tee! a chill toward night.

Portland J= in the million dollar
postofiice clasa to stay.

Milwaukeo is paying for Its experi-
ment with socialism,

tho Ilttie spark of energy Iin |

l by Idle Owners, Says Writer.

CHEHALIS, Wash., Dec. 31—(To the
Bditor.)—The editorial in The Orego-
ni December 24, under the caption.
“Soclalism and Its Hemedy™ ls one of
thes falrest articles on the subject that
I have ever geen. But it does not seem
to me thAt ¥You get guite down to the

| real cause of the dissase,

The steady increase of large fortunes
snd & corresponding decrease in the
standard of living of the working ciiss
ls no doubt the real causa of the trou-
ble. This condition bas always been

with us but it is only of Iate that the |
vig matority of people have commenced |

to inquire. This !a a paturaj sequoncs
of development caused by the exhaus-
tion of the public domain. As long s
there was {ree land for the explolted
and disposacssed part of our paople 1o
¢ to and commenee the strugile for
existence agaln the crisls was avolded

All of our commercial fight and, In
fact, ail of our businoss turmoll ls over
and for the possession of surplus value
Surplus value as rightly defined s the
difference between what labor appiied
to the raw materia] creates and what 1t
gets in the form of wages It lg out of
this surplus value that Frank Gould
buys hla wife n pearl necklacs to the
value &f §540,000, and it 1s out of this
surplus valus that Anna Gould buys &
bath tube for the same amount of
money. It s also oot of thisx same sur-
plus that cltiea Are bullt; In fact, all
of our boasted improvements and evi-
dences of civilization mre buflt from
the pame nource.

The fauit of our system ls not so much
that themo Improvements are bought,
not out of thig surplus value but that
this surpius value s mortgaged and it
hay bean mortgaged In the past and we
&r0 HOW paying the interest on It as
| well as paying the dlvidends to private
ownors. As f result, we have a class
of idie owners squandering the surplus
and & big class producing it

Our troubles do not arise from trusts,
but from trust ownership. The trusts
have solved the question of production,
for they are producing cheaper than
ie-n.»r in the history of the world. But

the coat to the consumer In proportion
to the cost of production never was 80
high as now, This differential! can bo
reguinted by law, but there !s but little
diffsrence between reguiation snd own-

ership. it ths trust beneficiaries do
the regulating the conditfion Is not
remedied, while If the consumer does

the regulating, we might as well have
public ownerahip.

The newspapars thamsalves are much
to blame for the conditlon. They pub-
1ialhy the a~counts of such purchnseg as

Frank Gould's necklace and Anna
Gould's gold-iined bath tub and the
mass of the peoples see It mnd look

around to gee whers they get the money
from. When the common people make
up thelr mind that they are the ones
that are furnishing the wherswith to
buy these baublés they commencs to
ook for the rer:edy and naturally
turn fo political conditions, and when
they Lear thg philosophy of the Soclal-
ist agitator It appeals to tham and thay
are going to {1

I don’t think that they go to tha Bo-
clalist pariy so much as a proteat or
out of revengs, but because of careful
investigation, and the rule s that when
A persopn accapts Soclalism In some
form As & remody they rarely quit
Onece a Soclalist., always a Soclalist
Remedles of all kinds have bean tried
for this sams feeling of discontent,
burning at the stake  crucifixion,
pinughtering of dlacontents, but when-
ever the feellng of discontent bhecomes
general, It 1s the same old flght over
surplus value,

Are the present ruling. classes going
to be able t¢ cope with the situatiomn
any better than rulera of tha past?
Time micna will teil. The Socialists
may be right when they clalm that the
only remedy for economic {ils is the
demoocratis ownership and eontrol of
the moans of production and distribu-

tion. At least, it iz wise to be falr,
CARL MOTTER.
ARGUMENTS EVADE REAL ISSUE

Real Question Is Whether Governor Hans
Might to Usurp Peopio’n Soversignty.

PORTLAND, Jan. L—(To the Bdl-
tor.}—I have rerd with some Iinterest
the various comments upon Governor
West's prison policy that have ap-
peared from time to time in The Morn-
ing Oregonlan. One of the latest that
1 nots on this iInterssting suhject is o
communioation in The Oregonian De-
cember 34, from John A. Jeffrey, which
1 was led to peruse, mot through any
hope of enlightenment, but through
s fosling of ourlosity mas to how far
an exaggarated iden of a man's intelll-
genow and learning can lead him o
use abusive language In the vuin bellef
that it constitutes a most effective and
conclusive argument.

It seems to me that Mr. Jeffroy and
many others are only beating the alr,
as the mubject of the argument ls,
not, “Is it morally right or wrong to
hang & murderer”; but, “Has Governor
West any right to usurp the sov-
erelgnty of the people of the Siate of
Oregon T

The people have, through thelr
chosen representatives, declarsd It to
bo o law, that a man found gulity of
murder In the first degreo shall be
hanged; and they have elected men as

publie sarvants (not as rulers) to en-
force thelr laws, and hasve Imposed
upon theam aAn oath binding them to

do s0 to the hest of thelr ablility. Gov-
srnor West has taken this oath, and
Is legally and morally bound to obey
it without sny reference to his own ap-
proval of oF opposition to the lnwas
If the peopls wish to change this
law, they may do so whenevar they
sea fit: but until that tims the present
lawas must be snforced by our public
sereants. Upon this point there can be
no argument. The people must rule,
MARTIN BROSTVOLD.

THE BALLAD OF THE WAGON.

The midnight bells wers ringing
In mellow tones and clear,

The call for Time to get the hook
For the decadent Year,

1 cllmbed The Wagon, full of gles;

Another gink climbed up by me

“Speed on, brave chauffeur! Let

hum,
And we'll outrun the Demon Rum™

‘o

The Wagon rumhled on ity way,

And mercily’ sang we
Our round of vows for 1713;

“FHooray, Wo all are free!
We've ducked tha clinking glasses'

clamor,

The morning-after katsenjammer!™
For thres full days we carolled gay—
The Wagon rumbled on its way,

A fourth day and n fifth flew by
The Wagaon, onre replete

With cholring seng=ters, here and thers
Dlsplayed a vacant seat,

Whero, with apologwtic cough,

By ones and twos they'd tumbled off,

Departing for 4 gay carouse

To celebrate their busted Vows

The sizxth day, past two swinging doors
The ecreaking Wagon ran,
And only two remained aboard;
1 and the other man.
*What he'" he cried, "My friend, me-
thinks
We two are sure the falthfal ginks!
For six full days we'va stayed aboardl
Such constancy desarves reward!™

1 bads adleu and watched him leap.
Alack, I dld not note

That, as he leaped, his friendiy hand
Was tangled in my coat.

#Plump! Plump!™ We hit the pave

amais,

The swinging doors were cast in twaln

A sevanth day began to ddwmn,

“Ding! Ding!” The Wagon rumbled on.

—Dean Ceollins

pitions for Economy.

PORTLAND, Dec. 3L—(To the Edl-
tor.)—The editorial paragraph. printed
, In The Oregonian Christman (ay, §og-
| Feating that some of the unsmployed
be sat to work charpltting stumps on
| logged-off land, Is cartainly pertinent,
| considering the amount of interest
| manifested in many localities regard-
ing the problem of reducing cont
of land clearing, as well as real
need of more cloared land

The sentiment expressed is
The men are !dle at o seamson of
yoar when tha most can be necom-
plished at land clearing, and the de-
mand for the producets of the soll in 9o
gEreat as to warrant the oxpensa of
¢learing It. No bettar investment can
posslbly be made of a few dollurs thun
ps you have suggested.

This I8 the propitious season to do
Just this. kind of work, as has been
demonstrated by those siriving to es-
tubligh a universal system for clearing
lund most economically, If only a few
Illumlrcd owning uncleared land will
put a few of these 1dle men at work,
and now when Lhey can get them, thay

the

tha

timely.

fnvestment but materially essslat in
proving that land clearing !s not the
terrible work it is supposed to be 1f
‘l!ue)— will only Reap resords of their

work they will help establish = fixed
cost In both labor end money that wiil
forever dlspel the erronscus {deas now
prevalling on this subjsct, and at the
same time render great service to the
stute,

| Charpitting should be started at this
senaon of the year., The weather is
cool and the ground soft. The [irst
operation necessary !s to dlg o shal-
{low trench around each Stump,
remove the bark for, say; 30 inches up
!!rnm the ground. Any person can do
ihis work, (rrespective of his age or
strength. An ardinary Hon  can
thus prepare from I0 to 20 per day,
according to size and conditions

Stumps prepared at this seuson of
tho ysar snd left until next July or
August, when they will be dry as tin-
der, will burn out, together with thelr
roots, without fail, Also, this Is ths
best season to cut up all mmall stuff,
iluch as poles and logs under 18 inches
in diametsr, to be put in small piles
|'i‘ is work can be done much easiar,
better and cheaper In coal, molst
weather than in hot, dry weather.

Men are available now and are not
in Summaear, espacially for this worl, If
Iandowners would oply learm to uss
system !n clearing their land, L e, pre-
pare sverything to burn at the proper
season of the year, whan the weather
ls cool mnd lsbor plenty and cheap,
gend burn only when stumps and logs
will barn best, when fewer men ore
nesded, they would soon flnd them-
selves striving only for the cheapest
and easiest methou of getting fire 10
everyiking encumbering the ground, in
place of trylng how bast to get every-
thing to the fire.

Professor Sparks’ system Is a ome-
man system. It provides work for meén
when they ars ldle most and when they
can nocomplish ths mont. Everything
snoumbering the ground can be easily
burned right when it stands or lies, ex-
eopt the brush, so what is ths use of
handling this snormous tonnage?

Special bulletins fully describing this
work can be had by writing Professor
Sparks at Pullman, Wash., now, and
in about 30 deys from now they can be
obtained from the Chamber of Com-
merce of this elty.

F. B HOLBROOK.

TWO MASTERS SERVED IS CHARGH

Writer Declares Flre Marabal Is In
Employ of Underwriters.

PORTLAND, Or. Jan, L—{To the
Editer.)—WIill you bs so kind as to
allow me small space to say a few
words about the oil tank ordinance
gow before the City Council

Mr. Robarts, the Fire Marahal, de-
mands that the tanks be located 2000
feot from the river and 600 fpet from
apy dwelllng. This will bs san lmpos-
sibitity, and Mr, Roberts knows it The
Fire Marshal puts this restrictlon on
the ol companies to drive them out of
the city. He Is not dolng it for the
benefit of tha gity, but for splte work
oo the part of the underwrlitérs, whom
he Is representing in this matter, not
the ofty.

The underwriters have no use for the
ofl companies for the reason the ofl
companies do not insuwe with the un-
derwritern. They carry their own risk.

It is mbout time the pubile Is Iin-
formed of the situation in this contro-
versy. Mr. Robherts, the Fire Marshal,
is pald 3100 per month by the clty 1o
aot as Fire Marshal. He Is a pald em-
ploye of the undsrwriters and he works
for them to the detriment of the eity,
It is about time the Cliy of Portland
had & Fire Marahal of its own and
not let the underwriters a
monkey of them any longer.

Regarding the distance the ofl tanka
should be from the river, Mr. Roberts
knows just ss well as 1 do that 200
teot is just as safs as 2000 feer If the
plant is coustructed on proper 1inesa,

If the ofl ordinance now bafora the
Council is pasged as Mr. Roberts In-
sista, it will be of great damage to the
City of Portland, but what do ibe un-
derwriters care for the eity? They are
a foreign corporation and have no in-
terest h 1f the ordlaonnce is paased
Eantils will ship all the afl 1o
Washington, ern Oregon and Jd
and every jobhing houde in this
will feel the effects of it, no matfer
what line of goods they handle, for the
roason that If the merchdnts ocust of
the Cascads Mountaing havs to ordsr
ofl from ESeattla they will order other
goods at the same time

Baattle has ita largest ofl plants
right on the witarfront and the Cilty
Firs Marshal does not insist they be
movali. Why? Because he iz not paid
by the underwriters.
M. G. THORBEN.

mitks

N0 HYDROPHOBIA IN SHERMAN,

County Inspector Sayn Dincase Has Not
Attacked Livestock There.

MORO, Or., Dee. $1—(To the Bal-

tor.)—The Oregonlan bhos published
an article regarding a report of
Prof. B, F. Pernot to the State Board

of Health with reference to hydropho-
bla in horses and cattie In EHastern
Oragon, This article states that the
disense was particularly prevalent in
Morrow. Sherman and Gilllam Countles.

Now., I do mot know as to Morrow
and Glllam Counties, but I do know
that there has pot been, nor is thare
now, & single case of it in Sherman
Lounty.

A stock Inspector of this county it
is part of my duties to Investiznte snd
quarantine all cases of supposed con-
tagious diseages among stock iIn my
territory, which T do at intervals,
whathar ealled upon or mot. I alss
have a deputy at Eent In the south
end of this county, Xeaping & lookout
for dissase among stock there. Ino and-
ditlon to this Dr. Jossph Sandern, V. 8,
prectizing mll over this county, as-
sures ma that e has not seén a single
cnge with the symptoms describied in
the report

I trust that you will glve this pub-
licity. I am sorry to learn that they
are losing so much stock from this
disease in Morrow and Gilllam Coun-
ties, and hope that 8 remedy may soon

ba discovered,
JAMES ETEWART,

Stock Imspector, Sherman County, On

A Count of Cigar Brands,
Washington (DL C€.) Fost
Nearly L600.000 dlfTerent brands of
clgars are made. Yot at the outside
thers are but 150 Jdifferent kinds of

tobacco Erown,

the |

will ndt only make s most profliable |

then |

0,
clity i

rRAISE GIVEN POLICY OF OITY

Correspondent ds Treatmoat
of the Unemployed,
PORTLAND, Jan L—(To the Edi-

tor. )—1 dusire as a free-born American
eitizen, former nowspaper man and
citizsen of Portlund to offer & word of
approvad and congratulation respecting
the moble and charitable ket of our
Miyor and Council in providing for the

worthy and needy ones a means of
pacape from the rigors of cold and
| hunger. In thelr sct In making such

| provision they weres wise to diserim-
inite between the man who Is willlng
and anxlous to work at a redsonable
compenaation for services rendered, and
| the man who says he will not work at
l eny wage offered, or the one who cinlms

to be destitute, but who will not work
unless he is offored a certaln wage (o
| suit his own desires. »

Now to be perfectly frank wo could
| not blame the man If he bad a bank
account or sufficivnt moans to lay off
during the Winter months for refusing
te work at a small wage during the
inclemency of the weather., That would
be hiz own privilege. for he would not
necessarily be infringing upon snother
or the public for support. But it is
| quite a different thing for a man who
Is broke in the midst of Winter Lo
refuse positlvely to go to work at
| even & small or a very small wage.
| It is foolishness, and, by such con-
| duet, he places himself in the eyes of
the public us a professional tramp or
| hobo. How can such o man repson-
ably expect food and shelter and the
comforts of life Iavishly bestowed upon
him by other poopls who earm thelr
| iving by lonest industry? And still
we have in every clity just such class
of men.

When the test comes and ths man
ot of & fob and financially handlcapped
|8 offered employment at & reasonabls

wags hat refuses to work, what can
he expect but to be admonizhed fto
| lesve town. D. L. ATATSON.

Seven Hinds of Advice.
Dopald A. Kahn in Judge.

Advice is cheap, uniess one gocs to
an attorney for it

He who's ever begging n mateh Is
a nulsance, but a lezser nuisance than
the woman who's always trying te
make one.

The man who wears n calluloid collar
and tha woman who paints fool no oua
hut themsslves.

If & woman has Tepresentative
neighhors, small Is ker need of nows-
papers.

The other man's word i{s An asser-
tion, your word is truth, your wife's
law.

1f you buy a friend a drink, you are
genarous. If, in return, ha buyms you
one, he's & gentleman. If, then, ¥ou
both let It go at that, you're both un-
commonly sansible.

The man who I8 nobody's
makes fow esnamles.

friend

Seville as a New Seaport.
London Tit-Blita.

Tn 1514, upon the completion of the
sanal) to shorten and stralghten the
Gaudalqulver River from Beville to the
Atlantie Ceesn it ls proposed to hold
in Seville s Spanish-American exposl-
tion to colebrate the opening of this
new era In the histary of Seville as a
sesport. This port, now available for
coonn-going vessels with draft of 1
feot, 18 expeated by this Alfonso XTII
Canal to secure a inrger ocean trade.
Situnted on o tidal river, Seville com-
bines the advantages of an Industrial
and distributing conter and a seaport
for :runn-.-\,li.\ni!.f. commerces.

-

Opportanity for Poet.

PORTLAND, Dec. 30.—(To the Edai-
tor.)—The dJdispatches state that ona
Frank Garrison han just been sent from
Marshfisld to Salem to be hanged for
atroplous murder, Now lst soms little
girl write a bit of silly twaddla to our
Governor (7) glving him an opportu-
nity again for spectacular display at
the cxpensse of the securlly and poaca
of decent people.

A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL.

Parable of a Wooden Leg.
Kansas Clty Star.

It iz not wise to pooh-pooh the legaoy
of a wooden lex. A man in Oklahoma
willed his wooden leg to a paupor st
the poorfarm, and the pauper found
that 310,000 wos stowed insida It. The
man who mada the gift was also a
pauper, &nd nobody supposed that bhe
owned & penny.

Itnly ia the Firing Game.
London Standard.

The lstest ceuniry to try an aerial
postal service |s Iisly. The Itallan
asropaut, Dal Mistro, recently carried a
sack of mall batween the Bologna and
Venice postoffices Inm & Depardussin
monoplane, covering the distance of 181
miles in 1 hour and 2§ minutes.

wWashington Evening Star

wYvhat shall we put on tha Christmas
tree for you?' asked Mr, Growcher's
wife,

~I don't want any present. If I am
to play Santa Claus, as usual, all I malk
is to have my yurn whiskers and can-
ton flannel clothes fireproofed.”

A Poet's Advertising Sense.
New York Timas.
Frisnd—But why 4id you publish
your poema under the name of Emith?
Post—Just think how many good peo-
ple will fall undar suspicion.

Mensoring n Siatesman.
Harpoer's Basar.
Littla Elmer—Papa, what s 1t that
makes & statesman great?
Prof. Braadhbesad—Danth, my son.

Femininity and Clties.
Kuansas Clty Jourpal
wWhy are cltlss referred to In ths
faminine slways?" *“It may be boecause
some of tham pad their figures”™

Country Town Sayings by Ed Howe

It's a foollish man who can be moved
by a compliment he doas not demerve.

Tha girls who kiss may dspend upon
it that the boys will tell

People want to handle things:
vHands off" signs only make them
WOTSe.

Judging from what I have heard, no
ons ever llved who had mot besn dis-
sppointed iz love.

vialt the dry goods stores any after-
noon, and you will laugh at the stories
lof hard times, What do women do
with the mtuff they buy at dry Eoods
stores? No man knows

What has become of ths old-fash-
joned womuan who usad to say to her
boy, when he came in late: “THl at-
tend to your case after supper!™
A man worrles because he doesn't
get salong In buslness as¥ well as he
thinks he -should; #& woman worrles
because she doesn’'t succeed In soclety
u# well as she thinks she should.

When & man asks you for informa-
tion, balf the time you can make It up,
and he won't know the difference.
When was Jullus Cnesar born? One
date will satisfy him ss well as sa-
ather.

To a woman it seems easy for a man
to make money. To a man, it seems
asasy for & woman to be amiabla.

1 am becoming very tired of the men
who hsve great love for ths peopla
put who lack sabllity to belp them.




