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WY DOES NOT ROOSEVELT TELL Us?
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antd special
based af Individualism, but
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atépy which has beer
individunl

Rorinllem. Laws
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1t is rank Bourboniam ¢
ex-Senator Soott, of West
ifint the sproad of Bocialism = due to
the “how! of the press making the
':::.'\-'r‘nn: man of Lthe country belleve he
i not properly omred for,”™ or, 3
Representative Steenerason, of
sk, that it s “due to muckraking.*
The press does not howl uniess there
is something (o how! abaut. T muock-
miker can find no work uniess mate-
rial 19 at hand for h Such fmtuous

expianstions s W iy of 1
riitme In France; w h persisted In
the relgn of

Tha Socialis -an bhe stayed anly
by aeeking Its cause and finding and
apphing L= cure A large majority,

probably aof those wha vole the So-
clalist ticket are not Socialists by con-
vietion, do not oven know what So-
clallemn means. They are simply volc.
jog A profest aguinst unjust laws

which faver the few atl the expenss of
¢ many snd deprive them of that

{ uttervd

) cqual opportunity which the Constits. | he who originates it Is either unknown
l tion guarantees, The remedy lles in a

return to that individualism which l!!

the very antithexis of Sociallsm lti
Mes in rooting out of our laws all
pravislons which f'l\'-l' some at the | 1f the Oregon delegation in Congress
expense of all It lHes In the enforce- | o .. sacure the appropriation for
ment of all laws already existing for _ oao v Crater Lake Park recom-
the purpise of securing equal ppor- | . a4 by Major Morrow, it will do

ment,

GOOD CASE FOR COMBINATION,

tumity for all, whather the offenders be

- | well to secure the co-operation of dei-
e y 4

d:.::f::‘.:::! Elli;: ‘::' bfi‘;_::f;::_:‘ (;: egations from other states which de-
\ s in recognising lawlesthess ss Sf- M_re appropristions I‘!or like purposes.
archy, whether practiced By the head | Next to Oregon, California u‘mwﬂ
| of & Ereat corporation.or. by a street intarested, for tourists golng to Crater
iy . i ki ion JeBeT Lake Park will be ds likely to choose
’ ’“‘r" --“r.‘u\ Ao 'm“ A the southern as the northern route
e r“:t.HfH‘i indastrial condi- | e ro=s the Continent, and l_'tllforhlu
| tiona. wherein competitian whs csr-| nln::\n.un needs samething for Yosemife
ark. Wuashington also is Interested,

| riec o th aint f ity ¢ TrUe.
m i It .» p.. m;-.:: r? j! 'T;.: .57:11’1:‘ for it needs roads in Mount Balnler Park
n e ol ¢ :., tha and will henefit By the travel to Crater

v Lake which comes by the northern

methods, t

¢ tn the puhblic good. Inste of
'," s 1 - l:‘:' ,'n ":‘r 1_* are mll Interested In Improvement of

v nt v It oes not mMean & . 1
i g8 ] » - | Yellowstone Park and chould be in-
fead f squaiity In men’s earm- |
L

aeac Yl
ings It means that the man who has
il . sbilits s without |

eral
Western wonderiands

it o miilion shall Bave frees | Since thé“Government has set aside
- . g Cittea ng | these natural marvels as parks, ex-
L I“ht:; !n.r:lsl.\- |:‘;r;::r cluding privite enterprise from them,
to acquire a thou- i his underiskw their p.—r:u-n'nliun
Saiis iR sndt” all ‘6f and development. there s legitimate
ve Inw shall not take ground far asking _:i:M it I;-rnvide the
gl S i e el el e | Mecessary funds. Success IS only pos.
half of it to add to the other man sible by combining the Pacific and
ke succassfully come Northwestern wstates on the basls of
tastice. which gives community of interest. By this means
e all. which is in- each can secure something, while each
e va the laas alone could obtain nothing.
1 sle and jet us E= s
tavor, and the THE PRESIDENT “PLAYS HOOKEY."

Presldent and Mre. Taft “played
hookey” on Christmas eve., With all
the pleasure of schoolboy and schoaol-

rtificinl ald i favors, to

anat
e will mell away an {ast ns

g off on a secret escapade,
In- 3 ded’ the watchfulness of the
nor, | President’s guard and escaped from
y day | the Whité House to vieit thelr friends
It has | as plain American citizens.
the lower Houre This little Incident brings intlo strong
urgent Sen- | rellef how great a burden i= the P 4
1) the | ldency to Its incumbent He must not
or | only give all his time and all his
1 It has | thoughts to the duties of his office,
poT yole any | but he must sacrifice to it that free-
insurgent balt its self-anointed band | action which s dearest to every
of popularity-seeking aposties offer ‘ man. For the time being he becomes
|

ypulation that y ws wl
dom

¥
the one person whose safety is of the

them
When Presldent Taft visited Califor- | greatest moment to the whoie Nation,
nia last O or to break ground for | therefore he must be guarded as care-

ns the nker guards the wealth
entrusted to him Every person who
galns nccess to him must pass muster
after close scrutiny When he goes
abroad, detectives must follow him to
avert possible attauck by some malicious
| or [-balanced person. A single act by
| one such person may, by laying low
' the Prealdent, change the course

Expoui-
onded

s great k ama=-Paclfic
n, Governor Johnson
to moot him at the stale
part

he declined o
st in & great
clsco In the Pres
entire demeanor of Callforn
& the
wuriesy and

gent Governor du

tuy was of forced

ing Juur

dent was made to feel that California | stant vigilance & necessary
would have been glad if he had re- But what a sense of restraint such
malned swaj Californta was so busy | & necessity must beget in The Presi-

for the Panama. | dent—to have & watch set upon his

| with it preparations 1
Paciflec Exposition and in s wild and | Foings out and comings in, to feel that

stentatious rejoicing over the designa. | he cannot mingle with his fellows as |

a% the sent of the | others do, that he can enjoy no privacy
f bration 1l it was ob- | as to his movements, No wonder ha
fously annoyed by the interruption of | #=ometimes flings aslde caution, swalls
& Presidential visit his opportunity to be a free man for
The intest news from the California | & few hours and “plays hookey."
under the re- =

framed Pr antinl primary
alifornia is golng to send a solid
“Taft delegation to the Chicago
rention. No doubt, no doubt. The
| Grent Californis Nolse must make it-
pelf heard somehow

rancisco

WHY NOT FROTECT PRISOX SOCIETY?

Several of the questions asked today
by Dr. Seth C. Maker in his letter on
capital punishment have already baen
answered in The Ore in the

Insurgentville is

| Yot Presidenm was the maln | Wy he Oregonian belleves they

pnee In win the battle be- | should be answered. Mental ac-
sween San Francis wnd New Orleans | countabllity of the sinner against
far Han Franclsco >regident Talt will | soclety s not a complete gauge of

the penalty that should he meted out.
Yét we could not agree that the Holz-
man murderer revealed a total lack
of moral restraint were that a vital
In determining what should be
Dnubtless if someoane

in future

he the rgost potant

legislation for the 1915 expos=ition

Preaident Taft will ba the volce

ons will be
. President | facto
med friendship | done with him

through which

pany on the street with the man who
aft ia broad-minded | afterwards took her life, and that man
will overiook the | had known he was obacrved, Barbara
in and the little- | would never have been trken to his
ornin knows | Toom. How often, before and since
and will con- | then, has thls man’s purpose been
tavors to come and | folled by fear that his actions were
past soen and noted?

Fear of consequences to oursalves
if we commit deede which we know or
belleve to be wrong dominates the life
A number of falsshoods have been | of many of us, Fear of torment after
oncerning what has been | aputh keeps many in the straight and
printed In The Oregonian about es rrow way when Inellnations attract
and Governor West's | 1hem to the broad path that leads to

prisoners, but no | gestruction. Feéar of the rod has sup-
1wod has been ut- | pressed the mischlevoas inclinations of
anywhere than one In u recent | mijllons nf youngstors, Fear of a
ssyy@ of the Pendieton East Oregonlan. | ghnrt shrifl an! a quick shrift wonld
'if'n"- L Ing it to be halt many & murdeér Yet to us, It
vl part seoms nonsensical to contend that he
fugloman the | who would be deterred from crime by
has en somowhat wider open danger of discovery s not respon.
1 to t yarn by reproducing | sible for crimes he commits when fear
columns ix absont.
mies of Governmor West have | philosophy means in its final analysis,
taken advantage of his absence from | and, followed In all cases, it would
k tack his prison policy | wreck soclety.
oniun has had much “Should society seek revenge or
two Mexicans whom I | protection?” The question ix not in
d as ‘honor men" and who were | jgape Fow if any intelligent advocates
Diego, Cal, not long . of capital punishment malntain that

article in the E soclety should &venge the crimes

time has The Ore- | ygainst it for the mere sake of ven-
hat the two Mexics geance, The death peénalty is advo-
on.” In headlines, news d not only to remove a dangerous
went from society, but also as a de-
terrent of crimes not yet committed.

‘‘What more s thera to be gnined
by hanging a eriminal than by restrains
ing him for life? Why clamor for the
blood of one who is walled in with his
own (Ik?" asks Dr. Maker. But are
our life prisoners restrained for life?
Jumes B. McNamarsa. & “lifo prisoner,”™
with & score of murders to his dis-
: credit, entered San Quentin “looking
Went"s sysiem Is | o the future.” To what future? To
s own pet scheme, which has only | the future when the public mind shall
erential end ment hy law, if 1é&= | po occupled with other atrocities: to
gal sanction at The pirole system | the future when a crowded prison may
s created by law, and the Governor s | causoe some weak-willed Governor :;)
1 or responsible for its proper | measure the murderer's claim on pa-
administration The prisoner who has | rola by his good behavior under re-

served the minimum term of his sen- | straint, instead of hizs past deeds. his
tence s not “entitled™ to purole; no | inclinations or the effect his Ifberty
right to freedom ls vested In him bY | may have on, soclels,

that fact. It is 1y 10 the (GGovernor to The parole law and indeterminate

say whoth Il go free on parols | gentence are in themselves excellent
| or await ation of a longer | gxamples of the effect certalnty of
term of Impri ont, the Iatter M | punishment has upon criminal ten-
no cnss to excéed the maximum sen- | dencles. Infraction of prison rules,
tence imposed upon him. Nelther The | gnder the Indeterminate santence,
Oregonian nor any other critlie of the mesins absoluts!y & longer term for
Gavernors polley fized the time for | the recalcitrant convict. Parole as
the two Mexicans to make spectac- | given in this state is nearly always a
|.;I.r dlspiny of misplrcemant of confl. | roward for good behsvior in prison.
dence by the Governer, The Implica- | Denla! of parole and service of the
tion that the newa accounts of the do- | maximum term are punishment for
| tngs of the two Mexicans and the | swrongfu! acts against that portion of
comment thereon were timed to ap- | society within the walls, not pun-
pear during the Governor'zs absence | {shment for wrongs agalnst soclety at
| from the state ls as viclous as it Is | jurge. The law muakes prison discipline
|r~l]:\'. more saxlly maintalned ameong the
The Portland paper which passed | most harfened inmates. -
this stuff along has established a kind We do not conecede that the murder-
of stoolpigeon department, where any | er, Mrvllng n life term, is walled In
gurrulous gossip, or irresponsible busy- | with his own lik. He is svalled in with
body, who thinks he has spled & crime | men of weak moral restraint. many of
sgalnest truth or decency in The Ore- | whom are paying the penalty for
gontan, Is encouranged (o (attle his | erimes of minor character, yet men
imaginings or untruths to the pudblic. | are susceptible to evil example and

The ndage that he who knowingly | evil influence. The bounduries of so-

circulates & falsehood Is as culpable as | ciety do not stop at prison walls. The |

{ N

WHERE TRITH Is UNSOUGHT

caped
potiey

paroled” men. The
following is from The Oregonian’s
| news aneccount of the incident:
Serving past thelr minimum  sen-
tence, they were paroled on condition
they would return to thelr Mexican
ymes. On the bottom of the parole of
ach, Governor Y wrote that they
oul I pardon If they

referred 1o

{a
Mexico

i ol
honor

rethod p B
methods may be | ... [daho, Montana and Wyoming |

ced to joln hands in pushing & gen- |
appropriation bill for all these |

hospltality. The Presl. | our history. Agalnst such an act con-

success of r?m‘ had seen Barbara Holzman In com- |

This Is what Dr. Maker's |

men within are human beings. The

or lgnored In_the stoolplgeon depart- } opportunities for spread of moral con-

tamination exist within as well as
without, We establish reformatories
far youthful first offenders that they

deeds by the influence of the hard-
ened criminal whom they would see
and assoclate with daily in the penl-
tentinry.

A state prison ls & small world In
itself, with changing papulstion. It
has Its avenues of interior communi-
| cation, often mysterious to the offi-
cers of the institution., 1t is relate
that when a warden, detected In grafi
| In the penitentiary of a nearby stats,
took his owm llfe in his private office.
|the requiem stamp-stump-stamp of
| feot sounded by convicts on the rever-
berating steel floors of corridors and
| calls throughout the whole prison con-
veved the first intelligence to the
| guards that an untoward incident had
occurred He who commits crime for
hu'r:mvx’.-'- sike may boast of his deeds
within walls ns well as without. and
muake of himself & hero in the eyes of
I the weakling

There I8 as much reason Lor pro~
tecting prison soclety from furthe
| eontamination as there is for protect-
i ing soclety at large from original con-
tamination The prison population
goes forth In time, bearl -
b sclously or knowingly the Impress of
| association with others ¥ -h unit of
| this population has & morts weakness
| Thn's weakness is not cured—It Is more
likely aggravated—by assoclation with
Webbs Hassings and the murderers
such as thosse whp butchered Bar.
bara Holsman and the HIil fam-
lly. There Ik but one sufa way

ta protect soclety from such per--

verts as these, and [t i= not ciamor-
| Iing for blood or crying for vengeance
to say that they should be put out of
the world

FEuropes recognizes thiat the abro
tion of the Russian treaty by
United States | | O ¢ I
two questions w

| controversy between this Republic and
| tha despotic monarchie Ona = the
| right of & man to transfer his allegi-
ance from one goverpment o another
The other is the right of any govern-
ment (o dlsoriminats as o race or
ereod betwesn citlzens whom the gov-
ernment of t r own country plac
on an equnlity. The United & tes
holds that the country to which men
owe allegiance must fix their legal
|status and, if |t deel
| any country giving rights to trads
travel must concede the same righ
nll, The irrepressible conflict
twoan democraoy and .d ism,
twean refligious intolerance and relig-
‘ fous freedom is thus brought to a head,
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An order of the New York Public
at the Inter-
MOEL NOticy (
thin ten min-
heartily on-
xette,
stenm
riv.

Service Commission i
borough Company

| blockades on

ttes after they

| dorsed by the Rallwny
| W hich also recommends that «
roads follow the same rule,
| eling publie will cert: 1 moras
| kindly disposed toward a rallrosd
which frankly tells of delays to lis
trains than toward ons which keeps
it in suspense with no Information
at all. No man curses a railroad more
heartily than he whe stamps about a
depot walting for a train which
not come, but which, for all he kn
may come gt any moment. If he ¥

informed that the train Is an hour ate,
his suspense would be ended and he

could find some meouns of whiling

away that hour.

Ons putecome of the general accep-
tance of the gperm theory of diseass
Is the demand for new money instead
of the ragged, dirty bllls and ths worn,
discojored coins which have hitherto
passed current. This demand Is partic-
ularly strong about Chrisimas, when
many people call for erisp, clean bills
and bright colns to send as presents,
The Treasury Department ia accord-
ingly kept busy relssulng paper money
—buying new clothes, as It wers,

1f the British Torles had an orator
of Gladstone’s power. he could make
as much trouble for the Liberals over
the Russian atrocities In Persla, tacit-
I¥ sanctioned by Britain, as Gladstone
| made for the Tories over the Bulgarian
i atrocities thirty-odd years ago.
|

Purchass of &4 prune orchard in
Yamhill County for 330,000 ,shows
| business acumen oo the part - of the
buy There will be many more
| denls of this Kind when the owners
| prepare them for market

However much parties may wrangle
| in Congress about the wool tariff, they
can no longer dispute about the 1=
damental” facts. The Tariff Board has
supplied the basiz for either & protec-
tive or revénue tariff

In Alaska men stampede to [lind
|gn:f!. in the rest of the country- to
spend It, when Christmas comes. Now
wit begin a stampede to find more gold,
to spond next Christmas

Social war between the Astors and
Yanderbilts, marked by reckless equan-
dering of wealth in rlvalry of display,

| furnishea the Soclallsts with & new
’ campaign argument.

The Sale family fills the light this
week, All are with us, including An-
nual Clesrance, Pre-inventory. Annd-
versary, Alteration, Sacrifice and the
Great White.

If the boy who begins by smoking
l clgarettes wonld eventually use a pipe,
thers would be hope for him, but the
coffin-nalls sap his spirit and he can-
not |mprove.

S0 long as there are women who
Iove mystery, there avill he fakers like
Oom to nitinte them iInto mystery—
for a price which Is not all money.

A special brand of sympathy. la due
to teachers whose hollday vacation
must be spoiled by attending an in-
stltute,

A big dinner fills & poor man's
stomach on Christmas, but doesn't
help the aching vold In days to come.

The author of that eclassic, *The
Night Before Christmas.” has & per-
ennial monument.

Giva the letter-carrier the glad hand,
for the force did a good hollduy job.

0id Santa Claus is tired this morn-
ing, after a day of strenuous labor.
————————

The officlal forecasters made good
weather for the day.

The lucky family yeslerday was (hat
| visited by the siork,

may not be led to further criminal

ares them all equal, |

UNCLE SAM AS BIG LANDLORD.

Writer Adveentes Single Tax With an
b facome Tax Adjunct.

CENTRALIA, Wash, Dec 34.—(To
the Bditor.)—] s¢e ap explanation of
this singie tax thesls, mow being dis-
cussaed in The Oregonlan, from the
tacils pen of E. F. Rilay, If he is right,
1 must learn it all over again, because
I was taught a different theory alto-
gether, My last teacher taught me
that the earth "and all on amd In it
were the gift of God, for man's use
and beneflt, to which all huvs equal
rights; that he has only the absolute
right to what he covers with his feer
ar body Iying down. The rest belongs
to others, but he may use what he finds
idle. He has anls usufructory right
If we use the property. or rights of
others, it in stmply just that we should
compensite them eguably annd ade-
quately for our usufruct.

1 Heve every one has a right to
what belongs to him, and that it is on-
just and wrong to takes it from him,
or divert it to any -use he would not
have it nsed fo fince the land be-
longs to the creat he, too, is en-
titled to his righta vl i Mr, i
gun show a desd from the original
owner, he Is ull right; otherwise hia
name s mud

gince we must have government, we
must banr th expensas, and all bav-
ing the benefit =hould pay equally for
ts support. The igie-taxer proposss
to ooliec om every user of land the
rental v of what he uses, and out
of that fund pay overything. We all
ask why tax land alone? The single-
taxers say becausy we must tax the
wealth, common wealth, of all the peo-
ple, There being no wenlth in land
until man acts on it, hence {t is only
& passive factor In the production of
waglth, it prod ing nons until acted
upon by man conomista say all men
cause production. hence all give value
to land, since all ald In the creation
of this wealth. From the wealth be-
an to all expenses shiould be pald

On the greatest concrete example of
New York City, 1
by one of the progeny of the
o0ld Duteh traders, that his people
most of « land » §24 worth
and glasa The Tax
puts the
000, The
than & per
more than
the single tax, under
y of The smingle tax, un-
L wonld give Unele Sam, on a
of 20 mills on the §1, ¥190,000,000,

now goes to forelgn lords
nted American forde in rent.

and Natlon coreated
h land as well as the other
L { ny, villages, towns and cities. What
would happen, when Uncle SBam col-
lects il his rents. 1 eannot tell, but
1ts turned landlorda—the ten-
omprising this imaginary fel-
& Sam—will tre ths
» the landlords do

call 1

| I am not s ocialist. I nover met
| on who could tell what ailed him. I
met one who sajd every man should
v right to all the wealth he cre-
ated Individually and collectlvely, Sin-
gle tax will go = long way towards
thi=. but I think we ought add an in-
| come tax, so0 as to share in the com-
I v wealth that we create for those
in commerce and transporta-
tion. P. J. S. MMANAMNA,

SINGLE TAX COLOSSAL STEAL

TUmatilin Ansesnor Helleves Scheme
Would Retard Development.
PENDLETON, Or., Dec 23.—(To the
Editor. Knowing that ous land own-
ers are threktened by a rising lssue
that would sweep nway thelr wenith
morae ‘completely than famine or plague,
1 feel that 1 ought not to kKeep sllent
longer. 1 would s,y to the press and
penple of tha state through The Ore-
gonfon that what iz ipown as single
tax §8 the issue referped to, aund that
singie-taxars have already cleared the
way for adoption of their scheme in
this state. This was dones by amend-
the state constitution S0 ks 10
aHze the single tax in event of Its

saotment by the psopie.

The purpose of single -tax Is to de-
stroy private property in the land. Ac-
ceptanage of the system would result
in confiscation of land values and of
money loaned on land security.

When a governmenl takes private
property for public use or forfelits titls
thereto or value thereof by legislation
without paying for It the act is called
econfscation, and this is what well-in-
formed single-taxers alm to do.

They regnr{ the payment of rent to
privits owners ns a specles of
slavery, and would achisve Hberty by
changing land owners, that Is, by sub-
stituting governmant ownership for in-
dividual owners, without ¢compensating
such persons for their land., They do
not, propose literally to aholish land
,Jtl{ es, but to ahsorb the full rental
capacity of land through the medium of
n. whieh, in affect, amounts o
me thing.

i
| tuxatd
| the &
| +wwhen the owner of land shanll be
| pinced by single tax In the same econ-
| omie relation to his holdings that ten-
ants now occupy in relation to private
ownors, it seems absurd to expect fur-
ther reclamation of land in the state.
For no one would expend labor or
money to reclulm new iand only to ac-
quirs the right to rent it from the
state, paying the full rental wvalue
thereof. To support single tax is,
therofors, to participata, as principal,
in a colossal stenl, and at the same
time to arrest the progress of an un-
developed siate. ¢, P, STRAIN,
Assessor Umatilla County.

| GULLS MENACE THE WATER FOWL

Writer Deciares Countiess Eggs and
Young Birds Are Destroyed in Nerth.

PORTLAND. Dec. 23.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—1 notice a great deal In the
papers lately regarding the destruction
of the game birds and whils “tolling.”
balting, * and the coyoles,
have considerable to de with the
destruction of game, they cut but &
very small part compared to our sea-
gulls which are protected by the laws.

One has but to go to the bresding
grounds of the duck and goose, In the
Norih daring the Summer, where he
will see regular patrols of the sea
gulls in every slough where ducks. and
gtese are hhtching their young. As
soon as simae are Jocated by the' gulls
the young are all devoured in a very
short time and the gulls are off to an-
other feast, there being no limit to thelr
capacity. Nor do the gulls wait for the
eggs to hatch, for whenever they can
locite a nest they will devour Lthe eggs

One hita but to ask sny of the crews
of steamers on the Lowsr Yukon River,
in Alaska, which is the greatest broad-
ing ground of the present day, to varifly
my statement.

Do awsy with the gulls. which 1o my
knowledge, are the greatost dastroyers
of water fow! In existence sand save
the ducks= and geose. Fo B

Center of Populstion.

FALLS CITY, Or. Deac. #8.—(To the
Editor.y—(1) 1a there the sume num-
ber of people living west of the cemter
of popuiation as thers Is enst of that
point?

(2} Where iz the center of poptilation
according to the 1916 cansus? hLOT

(1} Yem Otherwise it would not be
the esnter of populatinn.

{2) Nenr Bloomington, Indiana

Noo
CLEVHLAND, 'Or., Dec. 23—(To the
BEditor.)—Has s person who is & legal
voter, but not i taxpayer. a right to
vote at & road meeting callad to fevy a
kapnhl tax in & roud districe?

A READER,

HEVIVAL RESULTS NOT UNUSUAL

Misslon Worker Tells of Observations
Made in Other Citles.
SHERIDAN. Or., Dec. 2I8.—(To the
Editor.)—1 am glad that the report in
The Oregonian on the Gipsy Smith
meetings was published for many rea-
sons. All such have been in the past
Kept a secret and the public have
not been able to ascertain the actual
facts In the case. 1 have bean in many
of the largest mestings in Chicago, and
several of the Eastern cities for thes
past 30 years and hgve watched the
rosuite with interéest. I have been calied
a pessimist because T did not believe In
und indorse the wholesale movemaent of
evangelization as some wiser ones did,
but thies has not hindersd. my taking
notice of tha results. Bomae years since
in Chicago there was a canvass of the
churches to learn whean, where anhd by
whom were the members brought Into
the churchesa. The percentment wWas 50
semall toward the great evangelistic
maovement that the matter never came
to publie notice, A very large per-
centnge werea converted In early life
and in rural districts by men litle

and unknown.

About 20 yoears since 18 churches In
Chicago called one of the noted Evan-
Fellsts of that day to hold a three
weeks' meeting At the closs the same
results were harvested us in Portland
todpy. Any two of the 158 churches
wouid havs filled the auditorium to
overflowing, and hundreds were turned
away the first night, but it made a
wonderful impression on the minds of
the people who did not know the actual
workings or think far enough to
measure the Jdifferent (nfluences at
work I was at that time in mission
work there and several of those pastors
weare Interested In the medtings
on my advisory board I naked
of them when he called to see me,
“How many accessionz Jid yon have
from the meetings?’ And the swer
WaS, wish you had not asked me
that question® *“I= It not a fair one™'
I asked,. He sajd, “Yas, but 1 do not
like to answer {t, but 1 will. Neot
ene." And he gave the same reasons
1t are given for the results of the
Gipsy Smith meotings.

I hope the tima has coms whan peo-
ple will got thelr gves open and their
understanding cleared up, and that such
syndicates in the religious world will
find their level with the trusts and
combings In other business lines. It
has heen tnught for bhetter than I0
years that Christianity is a businexs
and needs business tact and men as
much as in other lines of business.
Pérhaps that may be true but those
advooating the movement have failed
to prove thelr theory und have fallen to
the ground In every Instance.

Through such movements Infldels
have caught on and come up with,
“Where is your Goad now?™ The Bible
has not lost Its power, and the Gospel
messags will have the samo effect to-
day a# [n days gone by when men
listened and obeyed God's lendings. The
Holy Ghost Is In the world teaching
and leading men as he did in the apos-
s days. I kpow personally many of
these men and Know them to love them
as good men, but the love of the great
and applasuse of men has taken all vital
plety and frust in God's leadings away.
But God will have & people and is con-
stantly looking for men who can and
will g0 and bhear hizs message. Where
hey do his will, men are truly con-
vertad, God is honored and infidel
mouths are stopped. The way is marked
out so plain a wayfaring man, though
the most inconsidernte, need not err
therain. But men cannot improve upon
God's plan, for his ways are higher
than man’s V. P. WELCH.

w
on

Pty for Murdererst?

PORTLAND, Dec. 21L—(To the Edf-
tor.)—I had never conceived it possible
that any person of sans mind, or pos-
sessing any Intellectual qualifications
whatever, conld be guilty of such
mawkish sentiment toward a degenerits
fiend, as that which is displayed In a
letter 1o The Oregonian printed Decom-
ber 21. It contains & paragraph to this
effect: “1 am not surprised at the at-
titude of those who think they are
good Christians in their insistence upon
the enforcement of the death penalty.
Thelr reasoning processes, like thelr
religion, may be compared In some re-
spects, to those of the ‘disnatured’ and
perverted criminnl who murders a 6-
yvear-old girl. They are more 1o be
pitiad than censured.™

How anyvone could take up the cudgel
in defense of such a flend, or others
ke him. Is beyond bellef. Has he a
little girl of his own? One would hard-
ly suppose =0, or he would take the
matter home more serjously. Who can
think with ecalmness on the dreadful
fate of an innocent, unsuspeoting child,
wiotim of a fiend? Who can imagine
her sufferings, her pltiful cries, her tiny
struggles before ber life is ended?
Who can imagine the mental agony
and suffaring of the heart-broken
parents, which will never be assuaged
as long as thelr ltves shall last? What
about the victims of thass murderers
and tha loved onea who ara left to suf-
fer for them? Who pities them, or offers
& plea for them? No, let. them be
forgotten, they have no right to ery
for justice. The murderer must be
“packed away In lavender,” and handled
with kid gloves, lest his feelings should
be hurt, farscoth.

Let the old Mosaic law stand, “an
eye for an eys, & tooth for a tooth!
snd “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by
man shall his blood be shed.” Let thesa
luws be in vogue today, and we shall
hear less of these murders and flendish
erimes, for the fear of hanging will
set as o deterrent in many cases. “‘Salf-
preservation is the first law of nature,"”
jet It be practiped for ourselves and
thoss helpless innocents for whom we
ure responsible. A MOTHER.

Piague Only a Bugaboo.

PORTLAND, Dee, 24—(To the Edi-
tor.}—In The Oregonian Saturday =&
news item stated that a fund of §5000,
provided by the Assembly of Oregon to
asslst In fighting the bubenle plague,
will not be pald by Becrsiary Olcotl.
The reason given for this refusal s that
the bill for the appropristion was im-
properly drawn, Other reasons why
this bill should not be pald will doubt-
lesa oceur to many of your subscribers
Prominent among them will be the fact
that the population of Oregom is mot
being declmutad by bubonic piague.
This may not look lke a good reason
to those who would have hean wntrusted
with the expenditure of the fund in
question, but it will appeal to your
average taxpayer. Anyway, one cannot
but feel that the latter class are to be
congratuluntad on Mr. Oleott's action.’

No doubt your, leglslature was in-
figcenced In making the approprintion
by stories of the plauge In San Fran-
clsco. 1 say “no doubt” because the
Crlifornia plague Ims been used to
scare =0 many legisiators, to frighten
sn many Congressmen, and to excita so
much alarm outside of California, as
to make Californlans wonder which Is
mores dangerous and spreénds faster—
bubonic plague germs or misinforma-
tion about them.

As I understand It rals and fleas and
squirrels carry the germs, and—In this
case—the Mnarine Hospital Bervice car-
ried the misinformation. Of the two
the former is lesa deadly. As a mattler
af fart the plague never had a foot-
hold In California. and the uproar oc-
casioned about it was dus te husty and
reckless diagnosis, or to mere infer-
enoce without any diagnosis at all. Bub-
sequent rational Investigation proved
this, but the Impression has clung in
some gquarters that San- Francisco
really had a plsgus, novertheless
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N. Nitts on Mincemeat

By Dean Collins.

Nescius Nitts, he whose wise talk for

aAve

Will keep all of Punkindorf wondering
“Why T
Had fixed on the spikder a venomous

e,
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Therefors Wiley's stunt plumb miracu-
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dreama.
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RESPONSIBILITY

Moral Control Not

the

cay, R.

sibllity.

Mr. Westfield says:

sympathist
impos
$elf e

alley pulling a gun,
some man's face

monay.”
standard.

sume that
moral restraint

ter -will

hatred, but

tellectual

clent. Mr.

speak of

of “willing™

pu

stealthily,

respansibliity.
doubtless reallzed the awlulnes=s o
crime and knew of the penalty, but a
foree sirongsr
dominated his sctions
is nothing more than an application of
the doctrine that man Is not a frea
moral agent,
seience and philgsophy all

It seems
a consolation to socléty to k

murderer,

or vindletive t3pe.

the walls of the penitentiary earning
his keep and helping to defray the ax-
Should
protection?

penses of

se¢k Trevengn,
more Is there to be galned by hanging
4 eriminal than by restraining him for
life? Why clamor for the blood of ona
who is wallad
And suppose for the sake of argumant
—and 1 believe the argument lg xound
—that not
but the acts of altrulsts are alike com-
pelled. does it not invalldata the theory
of legzl or divine punishmeént and re-

venga?

It is the duly
Itself, bt the
barbarism are
stato foremost
achievement, should take pride In the
a Governor who
has attained to that degree of bhignesn
hampered by
nor swaved by

Orégon, n
fact that

where he

tive vindictiveness
butchar's philosophy
B
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Horsepower Tnx on Auntos,
BROWNSVILLE,
ths Editor.)g—In reforence to an itam
a few days ago on road leglslaton
a Polk County farmer that it would t
necessary to curb the scorching tourist
befora the farmers wouid fesl justified
in making
and =3 an
would be willing to
half way by piacing &
horsepower on each machine
state annually, to be applled to & spe-
understand
ntates have such & Iaw mnd it has not
only bullt good roads
them in first-class condition.
every automoblie
with me ihat, money Invested in good
roads will bring better returns
the same amount invested in
monthly repalr hills
him make a trip

einl rad

doubt. Jet

upper valley
mishaps and wear
varlous parts are properly enumersted
they will find that very
gla trip of this kind will piace & spe-
einl tax several dcliars

The s=peed

1o A ETEAL

dastinpation

CRIMINALS

Alwayse With Moral
Consclousnena, Says Writer.
CENTRALIA,
Editor.)—In Oregonian Batur-
endeavor
dAnNsWwWer some qguestions propoun
me in a letter published Thursdas
I may be permitted
upon your courtesy, I would like to sy
2 few words B
hanging and moral responnsl
The Oregonian and its corre
Mr. Wastfield each
causs the oriminal realizes the enormity
of his misdesds, thoe neceasity for .:m-.‘v
cenling them
penalty prescribed by law,
s no question about his moral respon-
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comprehends
that

wonder if Lhi
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some
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anding
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a4 common er

evildoer
preponderance of viciousness, greed and
contfodl or in-
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stfield has no
in holding his own murderous ten
cles in check;
be able to do the same.
Moral consclouuness
moral control
I uselsss when other elaments of
mind are strong enough
whatever of
may possess.
implles completo
there is no such thing.

thug

notl always
knowledge

Individual

We frequently
it
independent mental entity, but the aot
the result of
sory montul process.

A coriminal may
craftiiy,
method frequently used by Inssne orim-
Inals, and be utterly devoid of moral
Haolsmuan murder

knowledge
Of course this

conaur.
ought
now that &

aly behind

own

ariminals
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saviagery anmd
The peopls of .
in politieal

C. MAKER,

1

maintains

will

If anyone Is in
from
and if tha
tear

often a sin-

the good.
poygrse subjeot
difference of opinion.
for aafoty and comfort, would think an
extréeme limit
would be practical, although the aver-
age motorist will cut the corner and
pnearly rum over people to get to his
as soon os poskibie and
sg2ldom has mnything imporfant when
he gets there.
CHARLES STERLING,
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