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 WHEEE THE LA YOLLETTE BAND
. STANDS,
In the opinlon of the newspapers
of the country thes progresuive He-
} publican conferatnce was a diseppoint-
ment to the friends of the movemaent,
& gratifying fallure to Its enemies. Its
thoughts were so centered on promot-
ing the candldacy of Senator La Fol-
Jetta for the Republican nomination
for Preaident that It feared to speak
in its platform of any of the polifical
fsmues before the country excspt two
—the Presidentlal primary and thes
trusts. The former ls hardly a broad
enough lssus to divide the party. On
the intter the ulterance of the confer-
¢nce s so friendly to the trusts as to
resembie the apeeches of thelr apole-
gista and to suggest a bid for cmn-
paign funds It contains some gen-
eralities about special privileze which
wouid securs as nearly unanimous an
indorsement as would the decalagua.

Independent newspapers leaning
either to the Republican or Demo-
eratle party ridicule its meager plat-
form and dJdeclare It a boom move-
ment for La Folietts and the jobs
The New York World discusses par-
tieuliariy the of Any men-
tlon of tarif! reform and adds “Yet
the insurgent movemesnt came Into
existence on the issuc of tariff re-
form.” Of the declaration about
Ttrusts it says If this s progressive

aniem, then Wall street s

\ progreaxive Republican. Gary and
FPerking are progressives. If this Chi-
cago plhatform la a test of progrossive
Republicaniam, Willlam H., Tarn s
only because he Is 100

s *xcludeqd
radical™
§ The denunciation of special priv-
filege provokes the New York Times
to hilarity and It remarks that
| President Taft's recent spoechea have
sent repeated shivers down the back-
bone of apecial privilege The In-
dianapolls Nows says of the platform:
“It Iz the old general cry for right-

sousnass and nothing more. It la an
evasive utterance, whether intended
fso or not.” The New York Evening

Post calls the platform convenléntly
vague and says the plank on trusia
' “seema to have been modeled on the
good old Republican planks about
protection.™

The Springfield Republican, which
s credited with Iindependence with
 Demotratic leanings, says: “There In

no sign of high and nable purpose, un-
jtainted In the slightest degree by per-
fsonpal ambition if a revolt Is to suc-
scosd, it muast have A& genulne moral
baals rather than a pesrsonally con-
ducted candidacy at the bottom of It.*
All of which means that tha [nsur-
"gents puried company with the uplift
iswhen they began to boom La Follotte,
The Republican further suggests that
sthe tarif was ignored Dbecause Mr,
Tait's pesition will not be known untll
the Tariff Board reports nexst Winter,
but that then Mr. La Folletie's posi-
tlon “will be exactly contrary to Mr
Taft's” In ahort, llke the Irishman
who was “ferninst the Gov'ment,” the
Uinsurgenta’ oniy principle is opposition
to the Presldent

The Washington Post, another Indea.
pendent Republican newspaper,
the moet poliaoted ecriticism mads
Fresldent Tafl In the platform Is that
he is tho radical and finds it too much
like an echo George W. Perkins'
speeches nbout trusts

The Chicage Record-Herald, which
has hitherto supported the Insurgents,
gives the conference this hard dig:
“The omisslon of the tariff. the refer-
endum and inltintive ahd recall (from
the platform) will be commentsd an
with surpriss all aver the country.”

of

of

As might be expected, the Regular
Republican papers are full of glee.
The New York Tribune recalls how
the Insurgents “poured acid aon the
professions of most of the leaguers”
#0 far as tariff revision was con-
cernad, and “pllloried themaelves as

shouters for the sort of revision which

would decrease protection on the
products of other sections, but would
lsave protection on the pr wcts of
thelr own constituencies undisturbed.”™
It sayn the league has dwindied to “a

f thi

weak Imitation ¢ average uplift
convention, with all the strings pulled

up by self-appointed Ins ™" and
that the "few glittering gencralitics™
which the ¢ cago viatform contains
“Otly represent all that Is left of the
sldetracked and backswitched pro-
gremaive movement.™

“*We want the joba,” is the Chicago

Inter Ocean’s synopsis of the platform,

iand it save of the conference: "They
did nothing as a body-—as an organt-
sation—but boost a4 man for a job,

and themaselves for the joba which, If

he should ever be President, that man
would have to give out™

The New York Sun styles the insur-
\genta of Mr. Taft—noth-
ing olae™; that they “want the
offices with the salaries attached to
them™: that Mr. La Fallett o
tntention of leading & forlorn hope for
principie next year and making an
appenl the Independent voters of
the country’: that If “Battla Bob, with
his autoblogmphy and his struttings
and mouthings, cannot win the HRe-
fpubllean nomination from Mr. Taft be
will ind means to
any of the

“apponents

SA YD

“hias

ather bosses he denouncea™

“Nothing more foollsh could be pro- |

posed,” says the Indianapollis Star,
than the scheme to nominate the Re-
Publican candidate nt direct pri-

gnaries: that Mr. La Follette “might ns
well be Moked one way as the other,
preferably the least troublesome™:
that he does not expect to win in 15182
and “is figuring on something later
on.”
The Pittshurg Gazette-Timoes is the
only reguinr Republican paper
which seés any real danger to the
party In the conference. It makes
inent the fact that Mr, La Fol-
Jette’s followers do net pledge them-

says |

bhe a= regular as |

Ill-vnn party in lowa, Wisconsin, Call-
| fornla, Oregon, Nebraska and other
. strong Ropublican states, aa well as to
a reapectable membership In THinols,
Indinns, Michignn, the Dakotas and
somes of the mountain states” It
harbors hope that, if Mr. Taft is Te-
nominated, ths Insurgents will oppose
him, and that if a progressive Demo-
crat l» nominated, he mAy CArry some
Westorn States which the Democrats

| have never yet carriod Even this
| friendly eritlc cannot refraln from
saying: "The polley of the progres-

slves, as will be seen, has beon some-
what ‘wobbly." It has consisted more
tn eriticism than in constructive ac-
tion."

To sum It all up, the “progressives”
have hecome reactionary In regard to
the trusts, ars struck dumb on the
tariff and direct legisiation, and have
no expressed prineiples except Presi-
| dential direct primary and devotion to

the La Folletta boom. In the manner
‘ nf the Russinn General who was de-

feated by the Japs, the Ilnsurgents
have changed front (to the right
|sb‘mt) and advanced.
|

THE FPARKISON METIDOD.
Beven estimable citizens of Cottage
Grove were organised Into n commit-
for the purpose of invoking the
referendum on the new legisiative
appropriations for the University of
Oregon,

H. J. Parkison, former oditor of a
Labhor paper, had similarly wunder-
tukon, for reasons beat known to him-
self, to start a referandum campaign
sgainst the University. The Cottage
| Grove commliites entered into a con-
]triu:l with Parkison tn procurs 3000
algnatures o the two referendum pe-
titlons st 7 conts per name, The com-
mittes, finding that Parkison knew
the algnature-chasing business from
A to izzard, was so well pleased by
his progress that It made a supple-
1000

ted

mentary contract for more
names, or 4000 in all
Meanwhile, Parkison notifies the

committes that 500 of the signatures
in the original 3000 are forged. This
painful revelation follows the arreat
of one of the Parkison gang of petl-
tion.shovers., The committes flrst
hears of the forgeries through = de-
mand from Parkilson for the return
to him of the petitions containing the
500 signatures. It is charged by Mr.
Spray, of Cottage Grove., that Parki-
son's great conmcern about getting the
500 bogus names back arose from his
avowed desira to protect the forger.
Parkison agreed to replace the fraud-
ulent names with genuine aignatures.
But the Cottage Grove men say he
did not, but filed the bhogus petitions

at Salem. Parkison denles this jatter
allegation.

But whather the Cottage Grove
committeemen tell the truth, or Par-
kison tella the truth, the Incident
flluminates the whole business of

professiomal petitlon-making: in Ore-
gon. Signing the names of dead men
or flotitlous persons, and forging tha
signatures of genuine persons, WwWas
the regular practice of the irrespon-
aible name-chasers hired by Parklson.
The referendum petitions are admit-
ted to be marred, blemished and dls-
figured by hundreds and thousands
of false signaturesa, Yet the advo-
cates of the referandum stand pat and
insilst upon specific proof a8 to fraud
with each Iindividual name.

The Parkison method of invoking a
referendum s In itself a fraud and a
disgrace, and it ought to be made a
erime. Getting anybody or every-
body to slgn the raferendum petitions
—A{ram the saloons, on the street cor-
néra, arcund the clgar stores, on the
plaza blocks—is not a genulne ex-
pression by the citlasns of Oregon
that they desire any proposed Iaw to
g0 to the reforendum. It s a dellbar-
ate perversion of the purposesa of the
referendum, a dishonest and harm-
ful use of the Oregon system.

ANOTHER CAUSE OF HIGH TRICES,

The increasing cost of living is a
phenomenon which is disturbing the
entire civilizead world. It has caused
unplessaniness in France, Italy, Ger-
many and Austria, as well as In the
COnited BStates Indeed our troubles
are bdut slight compared with what

some other countries have experi-
enced. Naturally there has been a
great deal of discussion concerning

ths causes of rising prices. The new
gotd suppliea have figured Ilargely.
Much has been sald about the trusts,
nnd the protective tariff has borne its
full share of blame. No doubt these
nre all contributory causes of the un-
fortunate condition, but they do not
account for it fully.

Aftor all has been sald that can be
about the trusts, the tariff and the
influx of gold., something remalns to
be explained. Perhaps the ecanomic
| waate which ia golng on everywhere
will play n more important part In
futurs discussions than it has hereto-
fore. We do not refer to the waste
which s so manifest In almosat every
American household. That Is pad
enough, but since it has always been
about the same as it is now, It can
| hardly make pricese rise all of a sud-
I.!an Nor do we refer to the wasto

af soll resources, which I another
scandal of our time.

What we have In mind Is that mis-
Mrection of productive power which

| i= implied In the European military
| B¥atem, The malntennnce of huge
standing armies Xeeps -mlilllons of

men in continual [dleness who are
necessarlly consumers but who pro-
duce nothing. Those who do produce
have to feed them, and, since the out-
ko le s0 enormous, 1t can hardly help
raising prices. When we refiect that
this s going on in every clvilized
coumtry, nay that it I=s an accelerated
process, we beégin to understand why
prices are forever rising. But there
i= more to say about It.

Colncldent with the waste of vast
military establishments is the Increase
of nationnl debts, Almost every pube
lie debt in the world, except our own,
s on the Increase. The Interest on
these debts acts in two ways to ralse
prices, In the first plice It acts vir-
tunlly as an order to the productive
population to turn over & portion of
thelr annusl] output to & non-produc-
Ing element. This element Is com-

posed of the owners of the public

A .
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!

{
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The demorallzation and ruln of
girls—dollberate, caloulnted and or-
gantzed—in Portiand has reached
| ahocking proportions. The noodle

negotiated "with Gregt Britaln and
France, we may hope that treatles
‘with other nations will follow. After

dabt.
debt increases the class who llve upon
{ta Interest must increase also, so their
proportion of the products of the
world becomes lnrger and larger. In |
other words, by the military and debt- I
building system the mnon-productive {
element of soclety steadily tends to

grow proportionally more burdensome [
and the prices of the necessaries of |
life rise as A necessary consequence. 'I

TRAFFIC IN YOUNG GIRLS.

Troy McDavid, a young man hav-
ing “& way with a mald,”” had & nar-
row ecscape from conviction In the
Fedoral Court on the charge of being
a white siaver. The Jury found that
he had brpught a young woman from
Idaho to Oregon, but it took into ac-
count his youth and apparent

thoughtiossness, and let him go. It
Is one of the few cases where the
Federal aunthorities have falled to

conviet In a “white slaver” caso.

The United States has undertaken |
to break up the awful trafflc In wom-
en carried on by organized bands of
procurers and pimps. It does admirs
able work., Yet the Government has
no real opportunity to make its pur-
posea effective except In international
or interstate trafflec. That is oniy &
fraction of the infamous barter and
male of women and young giris

joint, the questionable grill, the mid-
night restaurant, the roadhouse and
the automobile are responsible for
the downfall of more young womon—
more by far—than the bogus sales-
men who travel around the country
hunting “chickens"—tender and un-
sophistiosted girls who may be lured
to the city by promiscs of money,
pleasure and experionce.

Councilman Burgard and Polles
Commissloner Coffey have prepared
an ordinance to prevent the selling of
liquor to girls under 311 In grills, res-
taurants and noodle housas! It is as-
tonishing to learn that the businesas
is not now unlawful. Yet we have a
model liquor licenss in Portland!

THE PRESIDENT ON ARBITRATION,
The Thanksgiving number of the
Woman's Home Companlon contalns
A remarkable articlee by President
Taft upon 'The Dawn of World
Peace.”" In hia oplnlon, as one may
gather from the article, International
peace is to be secured by the grudual
spread of the principle of arbitration.
He sayn in fact that “With the ratl-
fioation of the treaties” which he has

if our treaties stand the test
and prove useful, It ia
all the graatest powers
on earth will come under obilgation
to arbitrate thelr differences with
other nations. Naturally the smaller
nations will do lkewise,” and then
we shall see the last of war with all
fts expense, bloodahed and misery.
The President thinks that women, for
whom this article was sspecially pre-
pared, can exerciss an !mportant in-
fluence for the advancement of ar-
bitration. They can do this moast ef-
fectively just now by turning the
powar of public opinlon upon the
United States Senate which threatans
to defent the treaties with France and
England.

Mr. Taft explains with admirable
cloarness exactly what the point of
differsnce between him and the Ben-
ate Is in regard to the two arbitration
treaties. The first article !n both of
them declares that all “justiciable”
subjects shall be submitted to arbitra-
tlon and goes on to state what a "“jus-
ticiable™ subject ls, It is an interna-
tional controversy which can be set-
tied by the application of the prin-
ciples of law and equlity.” When 1t
Is perfectly clear that a given contro-
varsy Is of this naturs the treaties
provide that it ahall be submitted to
The Hague Tribunal by the President
by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate. So far there is no trou-
ble. But of course controversies may
arise which are not admitted by both
parties to be "“justiciable.” To exclude
thesse from arbitration, however,
would turn the whole agreament into
& farce, singce they are by far the most
likely of all controveralas to plunge
nations Into war. The treaties go on
to stipulate that when the two coun-
triesa concerned c¢annot both agree
that o subject of dispute 18 “Justicl-
able” they shall refer it to a joint
high commission for constderation,
and if five membera of this commis-
sion decide that the controversy can
be sottled by the principles of Iaw and
equity, then both parties shall be
bound by thelr verdict and It must go

s time,
of experiance
probable that

to The Hague Tribunal Tfor final
adjustment.

Here is where the President and
the Senate come Into confllet. The

Benate committee on foreign relations
holds that the agreement to be bound
by the decision of the Joint high
commission infringss upeon Its con-
stitutional prerogatives, The Preal-
dent argues that the Senale cam and
ought to bind itself to permit a prop-
erly constituted tribunal to declde
whether a given question is justiciable
or not. In fact. he says that if It
refuses to do a0 1t will effectivaly pre-
vent the future submission to arbi-
tration of any question oconcerning
the construction of a treaty. One
eaally percelves that the gquestions
which the Senate might not desmn jus-
ticiable are precisely the ones where
arbitration 13 most needed. Tho
President thinks no great galn would
be made If we agreed to arbitrate the
questions where we were sure of not
losing anything. Tn & concession of
that sort there ls no particular merit,
Almost anybody s wllllng to make a
bargain which ls ail (o his swn favor.
The triumph of equity and Christian
prinociples will come In when we get
ready to bind ourselves to arbitrate
controversies where we stand a good
chanceé to lose the declslon. If the
treatiea are to do the good we all
hope for, says the Preaident, “They
ought te compel us to arbitrate when
we would rather not submit the ques-
tion to an Impartial tribunal. An
agreement which leaves tha parties to
arbitrate when 1t sults them Is a pact
written In waler and might as well
not have been made.'

This I!s the reasoning of a high-
minded statesman. The time has
come In the history of the peace
movement when talk ought to be suc-
ceoded by effectlve actlion, Thousands
of eloquent speeches have been made
for peace and milllons of money have
been glven to promote the cause, but
lttie has actumlly been &one to hin-
der the ready resort of nations to war
when controversies arise. President
Taft now pPoposes to take the diffi-

In the second place, ax tha | has negotiated with England and

France war Is definitely lald aside
and future relations are based on the
principle of arbltration, which means
peace even at the sacrifice of national
advantage on soms oceasions. Just
as 4 law-sblding man now and then
submits to a court decision which
makes him suffer In purse or person.
The one obstacle In the way of the
final ratification of these tremtles and
the establishment of a new landmark
in eclvilization s the Senate commlittes
on forelgn relations, which clings ob-
stinately to the ideals of militarism
and defends lts barbarous position by
foolish gquibbles. The only way to
overcome this obstacle i to bring the
force of publle opinion to bésar upon
It. The United States does not want
war with any nation In the world,
The people are for that righteous
peace which is certain to be secured
forever by adopting the system of ar-
bitration, To obiain what they want
and put an end to the obstructive pol-
ey of the Senate, thoy must make
thelr opinion known and felt. Wom-
en, ns the President advises, can help
efficlently in thls matter, but It is the
duty of every citizen to do his part.

Senator Bourne aaks the Grange of
Oregon to favor him with Its opinion
on the Aldrich currency plan., Good
idea. At the sama time it would be
well for the Grange to favor the Sen-
ator awith {ts views on the Aldrich
tariff methods, described by Mr.
Bourne as the only safe wny of mak-
ing a tariff. “Senator Aldrich knows
sll about the tariff and I am golng to
follow him,” sald the saplent Senator
from Oregon, who forgot then all
about the ocomposits cltizen and
“stood In" with Aldrich. What has
brought about the Senator's sudden
concern for the people who electad
him and who will soon—very soon—
be called on to eloct his successor?

Orville Wright s after all the first
successful! bBirdman, for he s the first
to hover and remalin stationary in the
alr, Acroplanists can only remain In
the alr by swift, continuous motion,
and fall far short of the birds lu their
power to navignte the alr. Power to
move or rémain at rest in the alir haz
hitherto been possessed by the birde
alone. It remalns t¢ be proved
whether Wright can control every
part of his gilder so perfectly and In-
sthntaneously as to put him on an
oquality with the birds. If so, man
i2 master of all three elements—Iland,
water and alr,

The death of two men by asphyxia-
tion In n deep well near St. Helens
emphosizes the importance of teach-
ing the slementary facts of sclence in
the common schools. Usually =air
which will strangle a man willl ex-
tinguish a candle. Hence If a Hghtoed
candle continues to burn svhen low-
ered into & well it s safe to descend,
Agaln It is an excellent precaution to
pour water down, since It absorbs the
foul gas &s it passes. Nobody should
sver anter an old well without first
testing the condition of the alr,

“In robs and crown the King
stepped down"” to marry the beggar
mald. Archduke Ferdinand Charles
of Austria has stepped down to mMAITY
& BHwisa professor’'s dJdaughter, but
without his robe and crown, The royal
family 18 8o fearful! last common blood
may someatime reach the throne that
it excludes from the succesalon every
member who takes & lowborn spounse.
The consequences are more favorable
to pride than to ability, but the House
of Austris is satlefied with them.

The woman who won the first prize
at the Rosobud drawing ls the wife of
n paralytic, whom she has supporied
by hard work. IL was her lucky day
and she deserved the reward, If the
Fates can he conslderad as in thls kind
of business. The Oregonian, which s
always just, takes back Its tflippant re-
mark made yesterday in lgnorance of
the facts and hopea her good fortune
dates from her lucky day.

et s ki, s S

If 1t is true that the Portland police
ars perssouting an ex-convict who is
trylng to earn an honest living the
public owes them little gratitude
When a man has served out his san-
tence his punishment should cease.
Nothing is gained by driving him into
pauperism or forcing him to commit
new crimes. Some supervision may be
advisable, but It should bs heipful
and not maliclous.

Dr. Cook’s brazen audacity in fac-
ing an audience of the people of Co-
penhagen, whom he hnd so zhame-
leasly decelved, met lts just reward.
If he s given a similar reception at
other places whare he dares to fage
mn audience, the truth may at last
penatrate his cranfum that his confi-
dence game is played out.

Although Presideant Taft cautiously
refrained from maying which parties
or factiona corrsspond to the various
Philippine parties, It Is allowabls to
psk whether Senator Jeff Davis or
Senator La Follette corresponds to
“gl partido Independista explosivasta'’

better opinlon of woman If he were
allve, but she got him after using a
box of cartridges. His arrogance In
standing ns n target before a Wash-
ington County woman as she fired
shot after shot led him to his doom.

Refusa] of bankers to help the Chl-
pess government, the surrendaer of
several more towng to the rebels, and
Yuan Bhi Kl's demand that conhcea-
glons be made to them lmply thatthe
Manchu government Is on its lnst legs,

Jurymen of King County can smoke
mvhlle sorving on mixed bodies. The
quality, or rather the Ilack of It in
thelr tobacco may hasten the fAnding.

It is quite natural the Chinese use
bombs for assassination purposes. The
Chiness bomb s a work of art In
make-up and results

|

Chleago brewers have tacked half a
dollar on the price of a barrel of beer.
They wiil yet drive men to drinking
red liquor.

Just as they were expected to let
g0, the Glants took a fresh grip on the
pannant.

The Oregon boosters at the Omaha
Land Show have the goods tc back
them.

Thosse who took the short end at 4
to 1 dreamed it “for to win'

Football escapes the agony of »
post-season series.

The spectators are “the American

cult step that lles between theory and
practice, In the treaties which h-J

b

| mkinned hirds

SHOOTING DUCKS NOT AN ORGY

Mr. Jeffery Indites Caustle Reply to
Critie of Fall Hunters.

PORTLAND, Oct. 25.— (To the Ea-
itor.)—A letter in A recent issue of The
Oregonian, signed by E. B. Clarke,
gives his personal views on duck hunt-
Ing. Reading betwean the Ilnes, ons
gotn. the idea that Mr. Clarke 18 not
a duck hunter, He calls duck hunting
“orgles,” and eayx he nesd not dwell
on the fllthiness of such a destructive
and nolsy diversion. Where he doos
dwell I1s something of A& mystery, as Nhis
name does not appear In the city
directory. 3

It is perhaps well to sy a word In
contraventlon of Mr. Clarke's argu-
ments, or rather scoldings. There !s
no class of men In Oregot, from the
pulpit or the Supreme Bench down, thst
Is not representsd some time during the
senson amung the duck hunters. To
thes ordinary, evenly-balanced man of
business or manual Inbor, whose duties
will not permit of long vacations, no
diversion can hsave quits the charm of
an s#ariy morning's shoot. Out in the
fresh =sir his youth and spirits llve
agnin, and whether the ducks be few
or many. he ¢omes home refreshed In
mind and hody, better In every way
for his short return to nature, "Orgles”
do not leave a man wso, if the good
bool_u wa hava read may be belleved,

We can count with unerring certain-
ty upon hearing from AMr, Killjoy with
the coming of each senson. He sub-
scribes his name differently from time
to time and sometimea Ales, but his
mantie fails on someone else, and the
tirade agninst everything in genaral
Eoes on. One man diellken the boteter-
ousness of baseball and would have it
stopped. Another thinks foothall far
too hru!al. Croquet has Its dangers In
another's eyes, and, to paraphrass good
Mr. Clarke's letter, there Is "nelther
#port nor profit” in blind man's buff.
Thess shallow, narrow minds who sosk
to have the whole world mses through
their glasses must, for the saks of
charity, be tolerated, I suppose, but
why won't they learn to bite their
finger natls to the quick {n secret and
not pour thsair polsons over everything
thay cannot have and do not under-
wtand? 0. K. JEFFERY.

FROTECTION PAID FOR IN TAXES
h i~

ent of Per 1 Property and
Improvements In Just.

PORTLAND, Oct. 36.—(To thes Edi-
tor.)—Why do we pay taxes If It Ia
not for protection of our right to
“lfe, Uberty and the pursult of hap-
piness,” and how can we be happy
unless our property and means of
Ilving are protected? Land needs but
very little protection while personal
property needs mueh—{rom fire,
thieves, burglary, robbery, riots and all
other forms of deprodation. The stores
in Portland need more protection than
all the Innd, exclusive of improvements,
In Clackamas County or Multnomah
County: one stors needs mora than a
hundred farmears Why then should
land pay all the taxes and personal
properiy none? Becruse personal prop-
erty e partially hidden from the As-
segsor, Is that a good reason why the
dwner should bs excused from paying
any tax at all? If a land owner makes
Improvemaents does he not need more
protaction and are not his Increased
taxes just payment therefor? Why Ia
he said to be “fined?™

The taxpayers will always be the re-
sponaible and rullng class. WIill they
not soon become very carelesr of tha
protection of the owners of personal
property, Including Improvemaenta, who
are no longer roasponsible to the Gov-
ernment, and who glory In thelr exemp-
tion from the hurdens thereof? Wil
not these owners, If single tax |Is
sadopted, woon ery for the privilege of
paying for protection and having 1t?

The people of Oregon by an initia-
tive majority (not a real one) have
adopted an amondment to thelr con-
stitution that proteetion of life Is not
worth the paoyment of even the price of
ona day's labor In a year. Ia mot hu-
mun Ufe becoming very cheap in Ore-
gon? When Mr. T'Ren, who seema to
have become the bell wether, jJumps the
fence Into the ravine beyond, thous-
ands of Oroegon wshesp blindly follow
him.

I would rathar be n goat and jump
on top of the fence and look down into
the hole Into which I am Invited to
Jump. E F. RILEY,

PENDLETON CITIZEN 18 PUZZLED

Asylum or Chain Gang Best Place for
Fanciful Law Glvera?

PENDLETON, Or., Ocf. 24—(To the
Editor.)—1 see In The Oregonlan of
October 156 reference to a communicn-
tion from n single taxer who advocates
tax on Innd only, aAnd among other ailly
things wants punishment for c¢rimes
abolighed.

He would exempt all bonds, mort-
gages, money and other wealth of
every desoription, of the rich, except
the small tract of Iand he keeps to
pile his wealth on, place a large shars
of taxag on the farmer (nearly all),
then prates about llberty to deo right
at all times and piaces. He would turn
the oriminal loose and then talks
agalnet license to do wrong.

I have bean debating in my mind,
what should be done with the advocate
of much unjust ideas: whether to put
them in the Insane asylum or on the
chain gang. They are so wrapped up
in thelr silly egotiam they cannot ses
even-handed justice,. and they are
dolng the young men a great harm. 1
recontly had a talk with a bright young
man, or rather a boy, who had tmbibed
some of thelr fonlishness, and tried to
show him the Injustice of It

T atill hope a majority of the voters
have common sonse.

8. P. HUTCHINSON.

Supreme Court and Clreulta.

VANCOUVER, Wash., Oct. 23.—(To
the Editor.)—In The Oregonlan recent-
ly, In reply to “School Girl" query,
you stated that United Stlates 8Su-
preme Court Justlees do not presids
aver districts. Is It not a fact that
the United BStates Bupreme Court
Justices nnder the law ar Constitution

of the United States are obliged to
preside over the district assigned to
them once ln every two years?

A BCHOOL

There was & time when Bupreme
Court Justices presided In person over
the several Circult Courts of Appeal,
While the provision still remanins In the
faw the Justlees are now oniy nomi-
nally presiding in the appeliate clroulta
Overburdening of the Supreme Court
has compaelled an abandonment In
actual practice of the former cuatom.

BOY.

Giame Lawa,

PORTLAND, Or., Ocat, 28—(To the
FdAitor.)—1, Is It uniawful to have
in possesgion with the
intention of destroying thair iden-
tity T

2. Is it unlawtul to
public highway?

2. Ts It unlawful to hunt on Eround
that is not fenced or poated?

A SUBSBCRIBER.

1 Possesslon of game birds In
cloasd menson, akinned or unskinned, Is

shoot on the

prohibited.
2.  No.
3. . No.

Value of Old Colna.
PORTLAND, Oct 24.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—RKindly tell me If the following
gold coins are worth more than the
face valua: 35 of 1844 and 31 of 1838;
$21% plece of 1543, A SUBSCRIBER.

You ¢an obtain thles information by

consulting the “Rare Coln Encycio-
pedia,” at the Portland Publie Li-
brary.

!

ROSS ISLAND IS OFTEN FLOODED.

A. L. Swanson Belleves Tt Impracticable
for Use as Jail and Dumping Gronnd
PORTLAND, Oct. 26.—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—In The Oregonian Tuesday Is
& statement by Mayor Rushlight which
amounts to a dispute or deninl of the
facts regarding the condition of Ross
Island during the high water season,
as glven by ths writer who wrote un-
der the name of Civil Engineer.
Permit me to substantiate all that
the civll engineer has sald. It ls true
that during the high Wwatsr season |
Ross Isiand is under water. I recall
having plcked up boom-sticks that
wore flosting on the isiand and having
towed them out into the maln current
of the river Some tUme ago & part
of a houss found a good place to land
in the middls of the island and stayed
there for & couple of vears, till an-
other high water {loated it off. Balea
of hay, great pine logs, driftwood and
a thousand other things are littered
over Ross lsland as mute evidence that
the waters of our beautiful Willamette
are high at certaln seasons of the year.
Yoem, 0 high as to make Ross Island
A part of the bottom of the river.
Now, supose that the lsland wers to
be bullt up without retalning walls of
camant or stone, ns Mayor Rushlight
would have It The city garbage that
would bs filled in on the fsland would
be washed off every time & freshet or
flood came up. Azxain, to maks that
island wultable for those things of
which the Mayor speaks, it would ra-
quire that the Island should be bullt
up ot leant six feat, and tifis could not
be done by sllp-shod methods of dump-
ing refuse, but only by & most elab-
orate engineering plan, which Involves
bulwarks, retaining walls, etc. Now
edd to the $300,000 cost of the Island
this heary additionsl cost of putting
the iIsland Iin shape, and ask yourseitf
If the ialand is not an expenalve dump-
Ing-ground and city jall for Portland
and a mighty expensive one at that,
Furthermore, I8 not $300,000 a govod
sum to pay for property which is noth-

ing but o slough? It should be re-
memberad that this property & as-
socssed at $31,000 and that in paying

$300,000 for It we are paying the price
nf proyerty which can be had equally
as close to the center of the clty as
Ross Island, and property that will noc
require several times Ita value to ime
prove,

In brief, I balleve that the least sald
about a civic center on Roas Tslungd the
better, for no one will takes it serlously
after Investigating it.

A. L. SWANSON.

ALBANY CITIZEN I~N TROUBLE

Wife Refusea to Joln Polson Squad or
Let Him Cut Down Creepor.
ALBANY, Or., Dot, 24,—(To the Edi-
tor.)—I notice some statementrs in Tho

Oregonlan concerning the poisonous
character of the Virginla Creeper
berries. It is clalmed that the "five

pointed vines are poisonous, while the
three-polnted and other varieties are
not.

We have some of those vines up here
but no one that I ever heard of has
dled from eating tha berrles. This Is
probably due to the following reasons:

First—The stomachs of the country
people may be of tougher variety than
those of the city bred

Second—Our peocpls may not
eaten any of the berries.

Third—Difference In the number of
points.

Fourth—Well I have forgotten what
the fourth reason may be, but I would
ke to know to which wariety the
leaves which I enclose herewlth belong.
There are some barries on this vine
but I have not eaten mny to test them.
I wanted my wifs to eat someo to find
out whaether or not they were of the
polsonous variety but T will be hanged
it she would do 1t. (Another proof thut
women suffrage Is wrong.) T have
no way thersfore of find)ng out the
facts about It as T think it the duty
of the wife to provide agalnst any such
emergency in the home especlally as
she refuses to have the vine cut down

I would llke to know the way to dis-
tinguish a “five-point vins"” from a
three-point vine and other varietles.
Does this have raference to the polnts
on the lsaves? It Is quite Imporiant
that 1 find out about thia because:

M™ret—I don't want to ses Anyona
endangered by keeping a polsoncua
frult henging on the front porch.

Becond—I1f It Is polsonous then I
ean secure reasons for a divorce on
the ground that my wife is harboring
n déeadly polson around the home just
for the looka of the thing.

ANXIOUS TOILER.

have

The Oregonlan eannot give an opinion
on the leaves enclosed because the
*points” or lobes of tha whole leaf have
been parted ut the stam. Anxious Toller
might buy A guinea pig or try the ber-
ries on the household eat.

Installments and Garnishments.

PORTLAND, Oct. 23.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—1. A house is sold on the install-
ment plan, but 1s taken back by the
owner for non-payment of an Install-
ment. Does the buyer lose all he has
pald, or could he recover in a court of
equity?

9. Can I garnishes & married man's
A SUBSCRIBER.

salary?
1. Right to recover depends on the
terms of ths contract, Courts, how-

sver, 4o not lean toward arbitrary for-

felturea.

2. Earningn up to §76 for aervices
performad by s debtor within 30 days
next preceding service of writ are ex-
empt from garnishroent when debtor
can show that the earnings are wholly
or in part necessary for the onre of tha

family supported by him, except when |

the debt is incurred for famlily ex-

penses, 50 per cent of such esarnings 1s
subject to garnishment

Certified Aceou minnin
PORTLAND, Oct. 24—(To tha Edl-
tor.)—Will ¥ou plesse advise me to
whom 1 shall apply for information re-
garding the examination for certified
publle accountants in this stata?

hanking you in advance, I am,
e AN ASPIRANT.

Aceountants are not officially certl-
fied In Oregon

To Penrl.
They gave to you the falrest name
of all
What g =0 purs, so0 brave, so rare a
gem,
B0 dalnty as o pearl? Though frail
and amall

*Tis found In every kingly diadem.

80 1 would have ¥ou pure and falr

within.

All outward beauty time may take
AWAY:

But hearts nll beautiful and free from
sin

Make faces fair though they be crowned
with gray.

Eo would I have you brave. In ocean
rholls

Bome palnful grain of sand is covered
o'er

And o'er sgaln with pear], untll thers
dwells

A jewe]l where a hurt had been before.

And I would have you be so fine—so
TRTE

That nona but reverent hands and
purest things
Would dare to touch; for you, my»
malden falr,
Belong unto the glorious King of
Kings.
A C. 1.

ﬁuvmn. Oz

Comntry Town Sayings by Ed Howe

What has become of the old-fashioned
children who were sent over to the
neighbora about once a yeAr, and came
back to find & new baby at thelr house?

BEver remark how often heroes are
changed? A hero soldom lasts thres
monthe,

They may thers are all kinds of men
in the world. Evar hear of a kind that
didn't talk enough?

If & man makes a prediction, peopls
forget it, if it does not come trus; but
will not let them forget it If It

comeg true.

he

Nothing pleases a man more than to
#88 a worthless boy “come out” and
“make a man” of himuself,

Havon't you sald a thousand times
you wouldn't stand certain things and
then stood them?

About all this conntry got with Guam
wag 1 an ; e of doing
] ntly neglected by

citlzens of tha

A woman I once knew
dirty ns often as a boy, and It was n
joke among her childran to say to her:
“Ma, Jook at your hands!"

got her hands

A husband doesn’t !tka It very well
when his wifo takes ar on the
street; but he likes it se when sle
puts har head on his shoulder, in & rafl-

WAy carriage.

Chickens ara & good dead ke men. A

rooster will be cock of alk for
months, Then young r will
tackle him, and be whipped But the

Young roostoers will keop at him, taking
punishment patientiy, and finally the
old rooster will tired that
one of the youngst down him,
Then the hens h to his econ-
queror, and pay. altention to the
former chnmplon.

becoma
ery will

5O

A Rare Moment in Treade,
Cleveland Plaln Dealer,

“Will this goods wash inkked the
shopper.

“No, madam,” answered the clerk,
“This goods will shrink. run and fode,
the minute it s put in the water. I
cannot tell a He—Iit's o 10 wash”

“Noble youth!"™ oried the shopper. “At
last 1 have found an honest clerk Cut

mo off 10 yards of It, and

“*Stop, woman! You
plece of gooda, I'm glad 3
of me, but for all I Rt
may ‘bea all right. I've fust been fired,
knd I'm trying to do the stora all the
dirt I can. Look around and see if you

worse

can’t find something
———

Buras' Story of Caass.

CENTRALIA, Oct. 24.—(To the BA-
Itor.)—Pleasa glve me the address of
this magaxine. This lttle clipping Is
from The Oregonlan’s report of the
MeNamara trial In Los Angeles, Cal.:

“Ever read an a e by Mr. Burns
on the coase?™" he 1m kol

“*Yeoa, I take the magazine ™

JOHN NELSON.

R, F. D. No. 1, Box 1%.

A serles of artlel hy Detectiva
Burns on his explolts na a detectiva
has boen running In MceClure's Maga-
zine,

Number of War Vesasels,

NEHALEM, Or, Oct 21 —(Ta the
Editor.)—How many ret and second-
class war vesssl have the United
States, England and Germany?

BCHOOLBOY.

According to 1610 statistica Groat
Britain had 39, the ted States 24
and Germany 28 modern battleships.
The number of older battleahips re-
spectively wnas 23, 8§ and % Thesa
figures do mot Ihtlude crulsers., which
are of threa classes,

e e e
Liomlte Powder.

NEWEBERG, Or, Oot. 21—(To the
Editor.)—Ia lloulla powder manufac-
tured now, und where c¢an It be bought?

I. . DUINCAN.

Write Wayne Darlington, genaral

manager American Safety Powder Co.,
Lewis Bullding, Portiand,

Yen,

FPORTLAND, Oct. 20,—(To the
—RKindly Inform me {f any
to tha United States and 1lv

his life without taking out his citizen
papers, will his sons that waore born in
the United States be legal citizans

A READER.

i

Try the Baschall Bulletin Hoards,
Eugene Register.

If Dean Collinsg will kindly sdvise us

just whera to find 1 we should llka
very much to stop o© ah our next Lrip
to Portland and visit for n short tima

with Nescius witts at Punkindorf Sta-
tion.

To & Yondon Status.
W. J. Cameron, i the Spdatator.
Chill-lipped and cold and varved in stone,
Enisied by iering seas of =0 1

swh,
wund ;
the

yer them mulely b
d on lLondon j
havse glimbed

Famo's trumpel
Threoe droamera st
Three dreamers who
helgnts,
And won the sver-deathiess bays,
Watch here o'er London days and nlghts
Musing amidst her busy woays,

Here sea we in his native town
Whose varied life be loved t
Our rirst sweet alnger of ren
Dun Chaucer, mao yel
Who read as booka him foliow
And with rare wit and wi t
Thaelr portraits with a faith pen
Whose truth tior Time nor Change have
dimmed.

Next him we love perchance the beat,
So human yot Immortal still
A man with passlons llke tha rest
And yef their master, honmst Will,
By mirth and fear and anger swayed,
Mopt wayward yet most lnpccant
On whom the winds of fancy played
As on aoma sweel-siringed {nstrumanh,

Last, Milton, mighty-souled and sirong-——
For weapons welgphty words had he—
Waging flarce war agninst the WiIoLg
For love of truth and lberiy;
Whao, battls over, sought agala
The Muse hes woosd in days more bright
Turaing blind eyes, and not Ib vain,
Toward that innmer, peaceful Light.

With thoughts remots, in chilly mood,
The mighty threa stand silent there.
The music of the multitude
Fings loud 1a London’s thoroughfare.
Now harsh, now sweel, yetl never thrills
Their ears, nor sets one pulse shont
Hack! WWhat falnt breath Fame's trumpeb

Alln,
And stirs the folds about her fest?

The Inevitable Trouble.

Carciyn Wella, in Harpers
I eannot rum tha old care
1 ran long Yearm ago;
For they are so old-fashioned nowr,
And they're 80 awful alow.
1 gan't keap up to this yenr's pace,
They wouldn't stand the straing
I cannot yun the old cars,
Or take them out again.

I eannot run the old cars,
They mren't bullt Just right;

The sspiration pipes gat loose,
The carbureter tght

The stéoring goar declines to work,
Thae jump apark will not play:

I cannot rum the old oars,
They will not do today,

I eannol run the old cars,
They haven't any spead;

And all the fun la, nowadarys
The lmit {0 axored,

And so I have fo stay at homo—
It makss mae awful bioe;

I cannot run the old cam,
And I can't afford tha new.

Helmwel.
Pali Mall Graotta
In the lone Joch, up o1 the hilL
Whers only curlews wall thelr
Whare all In sllent, =il is =till
And where the sunselx come (o dle;
A white bird dippad lis weary wings.
Then o'er the hills it took itsa way,
Homesick for waves and wild sea things
I envisd 1t the lvelong day.

ery.




