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FRIENDS OB ENEMIES®

President Taft had nothing to say
in Oregon about the Oregon s¥stam.
Nor has he expressed hls views else-
where on that subject, so far as The
Oregonian has observed. He Is critl-
cised by his hypercritical critics be-
causa he dld not discuss the subject.
Posaibly 1t 4id not occur to him. But
it is well known that he opposes the
judicia! recall. Does his unylelding
and outspoken opposition to the judi-
cial recall make him an cnemy of the
Cregon systam T

Then what shall we do with ex-Prosi.
dent Roosevell, who objecta to the ju-
dicial recall, who says: that any sys-
tem {(like Oregon's) must be Judged
by its resulis, who says that the refer.
endum is all right,
that he is in doubt about the Inltia-
tive, and who has sharply sttacked the
Oregon ballot of 1610, with its thirty-
two distinct measures, as confusing,
perplexing and lmpossible?

What rhall be said about Woodrow
Wilson, who opposes vehemently the
judicial recall and who says the fnlti-
atlve and referendum should be em-
played to restore representative gov-
ernment, and whoe says that the Initia-

tive should be used sparingly and
Euardediy?
Are all these frank critics of the

Oregon system |ts friends, or are they
all ita enemies?

BY THEIR FRAUDS WE ENOW THEM.

We do not share the alarm of Mr.
J. H. Wllson, as expreased colsowhare
$n The Oregoninn today, over the
growth of the slngle tax delusion.
¥Mr Wilson fears single tax will be
adopted in Oregon becauss the num-
ber of largs landowners is relatively
small., But the single tax battls Is
pot oms with small property-owners
arrayed against large property-own-
ers., If there Is to be any distinct
glignment it will more lkely be one
with the owners of highly-improved
property opposing the owners of part-
1y cleared or partly developed tracts
It will be the weall-to-do, able-to-pay
property-owners agalnst the strug-
gling homebullders.

We have had that catch phrase,
#stop fining men for Industry.”™
thrown at us so often that possibly
& number of citizens up Corvallis way
are boeginning to absorb it. Robert
Logls Stevenson once partinently
said, “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but principally by catch
phrases™ Some of Mr. Wison's
friends are apparently taking nour-
f=shment with considerable nolse.
That Is all

Lat us lock into this “fining of in-
dustry” a moment. The man who
ten or fifteen years ago began clear-
fing 180 acres of land in thé Willam-
ettp Valley pald an a rule no tax ex-
copt a tax on land. He pald only a
land tax becauss ho had nothing but
jand. But his well-to-do neighbor
who had come before him pald taxes
on his horses and carriage, his plano,
his comfortable house, and thereby
Jessened the burden om the poor
neighbor. The latter, as he accum
lated stock and bulldings, gradually
paid more taxes and ke gradually
also bocamse able to pay them.

We are now told that it Is wrong
to tax his accumuiated wealth and
improvements. Wa ars fning him
for his Industry. We should remit his
fine and put it on the man now start-
ing in on 160 acres of raw land.
False the Iatter’s tazxesa. That's the
thing Fine him for not coming to
Oregonn when the general property
tax was Iin operation Fine him for
not having been born a generation
age. Fins him for not having money
enough to Buy an Improved farm.
Fine him for trying to galn a home
with but bare handa and willing heart
ns cnpital The new settler has but
little Ivestock: his shack Is often
worthless; hia household fumniture s
nll; his Inplementas are too
the assessor to enumerain; his land is
his only taxable asset. He's no
ness 10 have nothing but raw
Therefore flne him by raising
land inxeés
That I= single tax, and it applles as
fine not only against the new set-
tisr, but ngainst every landowner In
greater or less degree who has not
yet had the time, money or ability to
get the major part of his Iand under
cultivation, Not only thia, but single
tax in fining the specuiator until he
lets go fines the man who buys from
the spaculator.

The land held for speculation Is
uwrpally unlmproved. The purchaser’s
taxes are to reach the maximum be-
fore his Income begins and at a time
whent he ¢ least able to pay. No, 1t
is not the big landowners” fight alone.
It i= the fight of all who desire to
protact the gmall home owner and the
beginnier—of all who wish to sea the
state develop, Erow more prosperous
and maintaln the credit of itself and
peoplé on & firm and substantial basis,

There are o be reckoned with, too,
the thousands of voters who pay no
taxesn. The Fels press agents are
alive to thin fact. They present the
glorions promise that xingle tax will
promote building operations, solve
the saleon problem, cure ths social
evil and do other wonderful things.
But as a prometer of employment
and consequant prosperity, the single
tax I1s mosat persistently presented.
Vancouver's growth s almost daily
cited ms proof of what single tax will
do—and it !» cited with full knowl-
edge, undoubltedly, that Vancouver
does not have singie tax. Single tax-
ers refuse to drop the fake. Mr,

land.
his

B

Cridge, 1n The Oregonian today. still
chases the sxploded bubble.
In British Columbls thers are two

taxing powers, the provinoe and the

i
|

| borbood

| nona

who says frankly |

municipality. The Vancouver munic-
{pality gets most of Itz revenues by
taxing land only. The province, how-
ever. goes into the municipality and
taxes nearly if not gulte sverything
that is taxable sxcept land. It would
be as truthful to say that in Vancouver
land is exsmpted from taxation as (o
my only land is taxed But it is by
such frauds and deceptions that the
Fels agenis expect to earn their sal-
aries—just as they earned them with
the poll tax fraud in 1810, The Ore-
gonian, however, unlike Mr. Wilson,
bellves that the voters of the state
Are nDow nwakse,

FIGHTEEN MEX OF OREGON.

The Oregonian ventures to suggest,
in the intereat of the general neigh-
peace, that the paroxysmal
Journal (Portland) suspand Its epi-
leptic outbursts long enough to fix its
troubled gaze once more on the
names of the Taft commities, which
has undertaken the labor of intiating
and promaoting, In conjunction with
othor committees, the Taft primary
campalgn In Oregon Here they are:

T. B. Wikox Jannson Perter,
Ben Selling, Phil Metschan, Jr.
A. Q. Rushilght, John § Beall
Dr. A C. Smuth, A. E Clark
W. B_ Ayer, W. ¥, Woodward,
Dan J. Malarker, Amedes M. Smith,
Joha F. Logan, J. B Taon,

D. O. Lively, Jobn H. Purgard,
Waldemar Sston, W. M. Killlngsworth.

That Is the committes. It num-
bera elghtesn—count them—elghteen
highly-reapected citlzens of Portiand.
Bome of them have been prominent
in politics and all of them are widely
known ns good men, good Republi-
cans, good Oregonfans, good Ameri-
cans, and sound patriota No group
of men In Oregon has performed a
greater measurs of efficlant publle
sorvice: none are more dixinterested;
more reputable; none more

of the general confidence
the Portland Journal, Demo-
exponent of Republican de
moralization and Democratic volce of
Republiean factionalism. roils . 1w
bleary eyes, tears [ts remalning halr

worthy
Now

cratic

and hoarsely howls “reaction!™ “as-
semblylam!” “machine!™
Will our frothy friend descend

from unconvincing and nolsy gener-
alities 1Bng enough to give rhe polltl-
el and personal records of the mem-
bars of the commitfes—all of theg
How stand they on the Oregon ﬂ';
tems—1the direct primary, Inidative
and referendum, Statement No. 1 -and
all? L&t us have the whols harrow-
ing story of the causs of the Demo-
cratic paper's vast agitation gnd tear-
ful cogitation.

A GOOI» CENTRAL BANK.

The Bank of France is probably
ths strongest financial institution in
the world and certainly it is the most
useful. It has branches in every

| town of the Republic so that its in-

few for !

busi- |

fluence porvades the whole  country.
In France thers are no panica such as
we enjoy periodically. “Stringency”
of the currency s unknown and gov-
ernment loans are taken up by the
peaple, not by syndlcates of milllon-
aires. The French are a nation of
investors, not of speculators, and this
desirable condition is to be ascribed
largely to the fact that the govern-
ment bank maoakes Investment sasy for
everybody who has saved = littie
money. The great war loan (o pay
the German indamnity wis subscribed
twice over by the French peasants,
distressed as the country was at the
closo of a dlsastrous war. Another
loan offered soon afterward was sub-
gcribed for ten times over. It Is im-
possibla in practice to Iimpair the
credit of France.

One of the wisest nctivities of the
bank is the provislon it makes for
rural loans. A farmer who wishes to
set up in business can obtaln money
from the bank to purchase land, bulid
a house and buy stock. Tha Llerms
are casy and the time is not limited
unless he so desires. The loan may
be continued from generation to gen-
eration as long as the security ls not
deploted. What every Frenchman,
banker or peasant swwants s lncome.
The caplital he is content to leave un-
disturbed. The effect of this loan
system upon the rural community Ia
caleniably good. With the postal
savings banks and the parcels post it
makes the French farmer independ-
ent of sharks of overy variety. Ha
can procure all the funds he needs
for legitimate enterprise at low inter-
est and need not worry over the date
of repayment, for that date can be
posiponed as long as he wishes, pro-
vided only that the interest is paild
and the security kept up.

We clle this example from France
to show that the problem of estab-
liahking a sound and useful govern-
ment bank is not novel, nor = the
solution at ali mymerious,

GETTING DOWN TO THE FRACTICAL

Ths shortcomings of speveral irriga-
tion companies which have been oper-
ating, or prelending to operats, in
Central Oregon are not conducive to

rapid development of the portion of
the Interior within thelr blighting
scope A Salem dispatch yesterday

told of one company which set out to
water 17.329 acres with water suffl-
clent to cover only 2000 acres, Water
rights on more than 18,000 acres were
sold at $10 per nacre, the company
thereby realizing more than §150,000.
Yot when the state proposed that this
money be utilized on a storage systom
the company refused. The state, too,
has falled In a sult to cance] the Carey
act contract.

‘Anciher company in disfavor with
the Land Board has made a somewhat
better ahowing. Brill it is sald to have
attempted to supply lands with water
from one canal that should have come
from & omnal yet to be oconstructed,
with the result that the farmers who
have pald for service from the lower
canal are suffering from A shortage of
water,

These thinge do not rpenk well for
Oregon, for the stale, In entering Into
a Carev-act contract, gives at least a
strongly implled assurmance to the
water purchaser that the project ia
soundly financed and that the promot-
ers are honest and capable. So long
as the #ins of tricky promoters ro-
maln unatoned, so long will susplcion
rest on future undertakings of the
same character. The state Land
Roard herein has an (ssue that noeds
fesl the force of a firm, conslstent poi-
lcy conceived In the Interests of the
settier and of right and justice. If
the administration can solve the irri-
gatlion problem of Central Oregon
and solve It right, 1t will have
achleved more for the good of the
state and community than can pomsi-
biy come from all the new wrinkles
in comnvict control and purchasing of
supplies that the Governor can think
up in his entire term of office. It ls a
practical problem that demands n
practical solution. The Land Roard
cannot do better by the state than reo-

lentlesnly to dispossess all promoters
of Irrigation projects whose course has
been shady, wavering or dishonest.

MAKE LAND PFRODUCE MORE.

Having brought under cultivation
practically all the avallable ggricul-
tural! land, this Nation Is now con-
fronted with the %lternative of In-
creasing the production of that land
or soon huyving food abroad. This is
particularly true of grain. Tho aver-
age yleld of wheat is 14.3 bushels an
acre and we consume 6.5 bushels per
capita angd export about 10 per cent
of our production. As our popula-
tion Increased 21 per cent In the last
decade, It wiil not be long before it
will have overtaken the production
of wheat and passed It

Tha only way out is to make the
same acreage produce more, and to
this end the Natlonal Soll Fertilty
League ia working. It has encour-
sgement from experiments In some
counirica and some states, Geérmany
and Belgium . reailzed the same bde-
cesslty over a quarter of a century
ago and set to work to Increase the
fertility of the soll
years Germany Inoreassd the output
of staple crops 35 per cent. Balgium,
by sending out farm demonstrators,
produced even more remarkable re-
sults, Bhe turned the drift of popu-
Iation back from city to country, In-
creased the value of farm land
thirds and Increased the - crops of
whoeat 57, oats 3.8, rye 63.4 and bhar-
ley 50.5 per cent. Similar Improve-
ment has followsd In this country
wherever farmers have taken the ad-
vice of farm demonstrators, even
rocky old Vermont showing four
times the yield of the Dakotas.

To bring agriculture up to the de-
sired sclentific standard of maximum
production without exhausting the

soll requires more than demonstra- |
tion to the present generation of
farmers. It requirea teaching of first

principles of agriculture to the rising
generation. This can best be accom-
plished by substituting the graded
country school for the district achool]
that teaching may be continued till
the boy and girl are ready for collegé
or farm ‘work. In some states an
omnibus gathers the children and
takes them to school that the obstacle
of distance may be overcome. In
thase days of the automoblle, & mo-
torbus should do this service. That
it may do mo efficlently, good roads
should be provided.

With a certainty of money in farm-
ing and with the country made habit-
ahle by good schools and good roads,
the drift of population may be turned
from city to country and the story of
thrifty, densely-populated Belglum
told over agmin in the United States.

JOHN HMOWARD PAYNE AND MARY
SHELLEY.

The discovery of a love affalr be-
twean John Howard Payne and Mary
Bhelley, the poet’s widow, would be
deeply iInteresting If it were real
Payne is known to everybody as the
author of the words of “Home, Swest
Home"” and it s commonly supposed
that he composed the muaic aiso. But
the fact seams to be that the melody
{s Italian. He picked it up om the
street in Naples, perhaps, where the
beggars sing alrs that are the de-
spalr of all the musicians,

Mrs, Bhelley has some renown of
her own. BShe ls remembered as the
author of “Frankensteln,” a novel
which was widely read In her day and
is not yet forgotten by any means.
The name “Frankenstein” ls often
applied, by a singular blunder, to the
monster whom the hero put together
out of fragments which he collected
from tombs and death chambers, but
it was really the mame of the hero
himself, When one wishes to allude
to the famous fiction It is proper to
speak of “Frankenstein’s monster,”
but Frankensteln himsclf was a 1lk-
able young man, his only falling be-
ing an excessive fondness for risky
exporiment,

Mary Shelley was the daughter of
Willlam Godwin, who was well known
as the author of works on socinl sel-
ence. He would be callad an anarch-
fst in our day. Like Shelley he be-
Nloved that marriage should be mere-
1y an agreement between the par-
ties which «ither might terminate at
will,k Mary accepted his teaching =0
faithfully that she went abroad with
Bhelley after his first wife deserted
himm and for a time they lived to-
gether unmarried. Arter the unfor-

tunate Harriet Westhrook had »et
him free by committing sulclde,
Shelley married Mary In proper

form and they made an exception-
ally happy couple. After her hus-
band was drowned Mary returned to
England and met Payne In London.
The author of “Home, Sweet Home™
was not a successful man ih the ordi-
nary pense of the word, His solltary
notabla literary production sold well,

but he'did not receive the profits.
in fact he was always poor and had
been in prison for debt, though In

thoss dayas this was no very black dils- |

grace, He waa born in New York
in 1791, the son of a schoolmaster,
and, having chosen an actor’s life,
made his way to London, where he
worked In partnership with Washing-
ton Irving, making over French plays
for English use. The two men shared
theé same room for a tima,

Irving became so highly respect-
able in later yoars that it seems odd
to think of his close intimacy with
Payne, who wwms half hobo and all
Bohemian. But the exigencles of the
literary career make strange beodfel-

lows. Payne 'wrote some original
pleces for the theaters, In one of
these plays, “Clarl the Mald of Ml

Inn,” “"Home, Sweet Home™ was Insert.
ed as a Iyric. The play has been for-
gotten, but the Iyrle has not and
never will be

These facta have been collected by
Jeannette L. Gllder and published In
the Chicago Tribune. Miss Gllder
goes on to intimata that Mary Shelley
fell In love with Irving and used
Payne ns a sort of stalking horse in
the affaltr. He had n pocket full of
complimentary tickets to all the then-
ters, since he was An actor, and sup-
plied them plentifully to Mrs, Shelley,
who often went with him to the play.
As thelr Intimacy developed Payne
began to hope for marringe, but he
was humbly respectful in pleading his
canse. Miss Gllder printa several of
the letters he wrote to her.

“Be certaln” he wrots one day,
“that T feel the Umit I am bound to
sot to the compliment of your unre-
servs, and that I am. incapahle of
presuming upon it even In the wildest
dreams. . . . May I mot then
pralse you and llke you snd more,
much more than lke you, without a
hox on the ear or frowna?” Mary
Bhelley replied that he was good and
kind and deserved nothing but kind-
nesa In return, “but we must tread
lightly on the mosalc of circumstance,
for if wo press too hard the besuty

In twenty-five |

two- |

cand charm is defaced.” At the umeY
time shs would llke a box to see
“Virginfus”® and would Payne attend
to It?

The affalr never got bevond the
thinnest platonie relation. Payne
raved a good deal and Mary Shelley
rasponded with discreet platitudes,
but evidently she did not care for
anything about him but his theater
tickets. No doubt his erratic ways
amused hér, but there is plenty of
ground for believing that her experi-
ence with Shelley had tapght her that
erratic ways were better enjoyed out-
side the bonds of matrimony. Irving
must have atiracted her much mors |
strongly than Payne did, for he was |
| eminently staid. A unlon with him
| might have promised entrance to the
| soclety of which Mary had seen little
up to that time, Bhellsy came of
noble stock, but his famliy had cut
him off when hs was expelled from
| Oxford. His athelsm and dlsgrace
made him an abomination*in British
soclety, which has always been emi-
nantly devout, no matter what else
might be aald of it. He had llnial
money and no friends. The Lord
Chancellor deprived him of the
guardianship of his own children
when he began to lve with Mary
Godwin and his poetry was looked
upon as an emanation from tophet.

Harrlet Westbrook was supposed
to bo the viotim of Shelley’s sins and
| wna therafors pitied, but Mary weas
his active ally and had to bear her
| share of his odium. Her clircle was
| rather restricted when she returned
te London to live and both Irving and
Payne must have bean welcome saddi-
tions to it, though It Is impossible tO
imagine that she could have thought
serlously of marrylng either of them.

Such a marriage would have involved
living In America, which was out of
| the question for a woman lke Mary.
Her eagerness for Payne's theater
tickets reveals her as a trae Woman.
There was not the slightest nead of
her sponging at that time, for Shai-
loy's finances had Improved before he
died and he left her in easy clreum-
| stances, but, ke all her sex, she
| could not let a bargain pass by and
preferred to spend a man's money
rather than her own., even if in doing
it she stirred up trouble in his heart.

It would ba pleasantly imnstructive
to learn the reasons why the Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy want to hang
I.eo's plcture In the TUnlversity nf‘
Washington., He may possibly have
heard of tha region now called Wash-
ington svhen he was sllve, though we
doubt it. Certainly the bare name
was all he knew about the country.
His plcture Is a welcome ornament
wherever it appears, but we can think
of many halls where it would be more
appropriate than In Washington
University

The milkman who undertook to de-
llver eggs snlong hi= route had a hap-
py inapiration, Why should he not
delivar butter, too, and dressed poul-
try and some of the apple pies that
mother bakes? Our socla] scheme I8
gadly defective In the matter of dis-
tribution. We can produce food sas
weoll as anybody, but when It comes
to placing it in the consumetr’s hands
wo are just about helpless. Our
devices sre absurdly expensive and
futile.

If what Mr, Heckbert says Is true,
the Park Board would make poor
farmers. Thelr chickens would go
hungry unless they foraged upon the
nelghbors and thelr pigs would squeal
in vain for supper, Wild animals
shat up in a “zoo" have not & very
enviable time of It even when they
are taken care of. When they are
neglebted and starved the case looka
ltke wantor crualty.

Governor Johnson's fidellity to the
recall Induced him to absent himself
from the Taft banquet at San Fran-
clsco—not only to the judicial recall,
but te the recall of the President to
open the 1016 falr. The Governor is
an Insurgent, all right, but when the
intsrests of California are Involved “ha
lny low,” llke Bro'r Rabbit.

The Tequest of the managers of the
poultry show soon to be held for
financial ald from the county is rea-
sonabla and within the law., A suc-
cosuful chicken eoxhiibt does much to
fire the enthuosinzm of a great many
people other than the cranks in the
business, and Oregon needs the stimu-
lant,

The death of Eugens Ely Is the first
gacrifice Portland makes to the scl-
ence of aviation. EIf learned to fiy
high and showed his skill and daring
by his flights over the businéss streets
of the city Iast June. Hils death adds
to the heavy price pald by the year
1911 for toying with the-elements.

A Freewaler ranchar, 78 years old,
has just remarried after being a wid-
| ower for five months, but as the bride
is 56, the affair Is wholly their busi-
nees and both are to be congratulated.

J. P. Morgan swore off n quarter of
a milllon in pergonal taxes Thuraday.
That gives hope to many local people
who are making Hfe burdensome Lo
the board of esqualization.

Which of men's exclusive rights
will women take next? Many of thém
have taken. the ballot, some have
| taken the trousers, and now they are
taking the razor.

The fallure of the bank at Philo-
mnth has a mitigating feature, in that
it wns helplng local industrial con-
cerne and passed the limit.

The time has come to stop thia high
cont of living. Catfish Is quoted at 15
¢ents a pound. Great shades of Mis-
pourl! What next?

Elimination of the Krebs peopla
from hopgrowing removes a blg land-
mark In Oregon industry,

The call of the #lk, not the recall,
will be heard by the Gill hunting party
in Alaska this year.,

Fifty thousand dollars & Year for
rent of the Harriman bridge means a
miiliocn nlckels

The trouble in the County Court is
just & family gquarrel

The potato show at Redmond will
he an object-lesson of the right sort.

Talesmen, rather than defendant,
seem to be on trial at Los Angeles.

Oregon hops are at 40 cents and the
brewers must have them.

Eastern weather is prolonging ths

| the real

agony of the fans, '

Gleanings of the Day

Following the example sst by Ger-
many and imitated by France and Eng-
land, Japan has arranged for an &x-
change of leoturers between her uni-
versities and those of the United States
Dr, Nitobe will be ment to lecture six
weeks each at Yale, Virginla, Johns
Hopkins, Columbia, Minnesota and -
nols.  Another Japaness emisaary 1o
this eountry will bs Saburio Shimada,
M. P, who wiil lecture to the Japanese
people residing In America and teach
them mo to order thelr conduct that
they may not be a reproach to the clivi-
Uzed country from which they have
emigrated. But the maln idea of the
Japaness residents in invitng Mr. Shi-
mada was to Introduce him to the
American people and give them a chance
to hear him and theraby sstablish moTe
tirmly the confldence of the American
poople In the Japanese, and by showing
state of the progross of the'
residents convince the Japanese gon-
tleman that their position was suoch
that it could mot be upset by the agl-
tation agalnst them.

United States Distriot Attorney Wise
of New York has stirred the anger af
the New York bankers hy a speech to
the American Instituts of Banking,
composed of bank plerks, In which he
handled them without gloves, He said
tha records would show that thers are
more bank presidents, bank cashiers
and other officers charged with crimea
than the lessor employes. Ho snid that
he had noticed that when an Investiga-
tion had been started into a bank's af-
falrs or mansgement, tHose employea
who Xknew nothing about ths matter
and had absolutsly nothing to tell the
grand jury wera abls to retain their po-
sitlons afterward, “while of those who

did testify before ths grand jury or
the petit Jjury, none are occupying
banking positions today,” He con-
tinued:

Yot they are the very man whom bank
residents ahould be aseking oul moat eager-
ly. Thers are mnons batter fAtted. They
deamonstrated that by the course they took
And T think It {a & shame that they should,
for doing the right thing, be cwt oft from
pursuing the very caroar for which all their
early training had prepared them.

He is mocused of mrousing antago-
nism on the part of bank clarks to bank

managers by saying:

Why wouldn't it bhe a good thing for
you men of the Ameriean Inatitute o.{
Banking to form a isague which shoul
be In protest agalsst guch a standasd? | 44
any bank employe refised to take any part
however small in the comminsion of AN
nct 1o vioia of the tanking laws and
i# he lost his poaition for his paine, the
members of such a lsag would all walk
out It would be & wntribution (o

good hanking and good P anship.
He confossed that when he gnthered how
of

much knowiedge of AOnance and com -
moroial lnw the bank clerks were sahorted
to meguire, he was Ind to w mdar how
much they were pald, and whether or nat
ther aid not feel like saying, with Andrew
Jackson's mservant, when meplying fto his

mastar's ceriticisma:
“Bzad, do yon expect all ths virtuss for

$13 a month

All this" provokes the Commeéroinl
and Financial Chronicla to indignation.
It tells of the great work done by the
clearing house to “clean up” the banks,
but It does not deny that the clerks who
testitied against bank wreckers are out
of jobs in banks at least. It accuses Mr.
Wise of (neiting clerks to organige a
unton, to strike and Inclting discontant
by dwelling on low salaries, but it ad=-
mits that they are not ovarpaid. Hise
outburst is attributed to the bad exnm-
ple set by Attorney-General Wigkar-
sham in making war on the trusis

In 1910 the sales of mineral water In
the United States amounted to $6,367,-
590, the product being 62,020,125 gal-
jons, as raported by George C. Matson,
of the United States Geological Burvay,
AMinnesota was the greatest producer,
with §.,962,370 gallons, derived from 10
springs, New York was a close second,
selling 8,780,003 gallons from 46 springs.
Wisconain, however, obtalnsd the great-
e4t Ipcoma from her mineral waters,
her sales amounting to $874.366: New
York was second, with §508,615; and In-
dana third with $514,068. Minnesota’s
sales amounted to $281,0090. Louiniana
has only four commercial springs They
produced 2,313,000 gallons, The Impor-
tation of mineral waters in 1910 was
3,308,303 gallons, valued at $883,136,

Active sgitation for closer relations
with ' Russia s beilng carried on In

Japan by the Russo-Japanese associa- |

tlion, which Is Theaded by General
Tersnchi, ex-Minister of War and which
s ralsing » fund of §100,000 to promots
the movement.

An Internationnl commission to
estabHsh & new system of government
for Ohina and do away with the system
of graft and squeeze is proposed by
Dir. W. W. White, president of the
Teachegs' Bibls Collegs of New York,
in an interview with the China Press of
He was starting home from

Shanghnl.
his second trip to the Orient and sald:
The thing that INOSL appalls us s the

thought that unless nosme radical and heraic
actien De taken the present condition of
poverty and misery must continus to provall
for hundreds of year®. The offfclals of the
empire pay high prices for oftice and they
get thelr monsy back by grafiing upon the
middle and poorar clisses of the people

The whole nation ls grafi-ridden and his
graft halts a: nothing. When a great flood
or drouth produces & famine and the Eoner-
ous peopls of thelr nations coniribute money
to relleva tho distreas, oven thia mmoney s
wasied in graft. it is unhellaveabla. I am
informed by & mas who knowns what he =
tniking aboist thet two frmes at Wubu mada
mare mopey ol OF the Anhu!l famine than
was distributed to ths wiarving people of
tha provines during the entire course of the
famine.

you have an example of graft here in
Shanghal where the Chinese are paying from
twice to thres times the amount they ought
to pay for rice. This ia because the rice is
not allowed te come in. The dealars taks
advantage of conditionn to mulet the publis
and they are permittad to do N

And what nre you golng to do about mnr
Y may that untll the entire wyatem of aqueese
ts done away with, China wil] comtinue to
remaln the weakest among the great natlons
and will continue to flounder hopeleasiy
about in the mire of Bor own official corrup-
tion. Untlli Chins herself cleans house and
abolishes all forms of corruption she cannot
hopa to stand erect among the powars,
And 1 bave come to the conclusion that
Chine will not of her own accord do this

An internstional commission sheuld be
formed to undertake thisn reform and the
reaform should axtsnd from top to bottom.
The natlons should enter into this eompact
In the interest of humsnity in gensral and
espacinlly in the Interest of the wamen and
children of China. They should announce to
the world that the integrity of Chinu would
be prescrved: that no part of the emplre
would be partitioned off, bhat that with clean
hearts and hands they wers going to teke
charge of tholr wayward brother, show him
the ervor of his ways, brace him up, put him
on the right track and tell him to go along.

It Is time that a ecampalgn of educa-
tion was insugurated as & means of
blocking the game of thess conspire-
tors, says the American Banker, refer-
ring to tha get-rich-quick swindlers,
The school and universities of the
country ought to muake a point of
giving Instruetion which would safe-
guard the students agalnst this wide-
spread form of swindling, A hundred
milllons & year {5 too large & sum to
be lost. and if the capital thus wasted
could be Invested In productive chan-
nels of Industry, it would be of great

penefit to the couniry

[succnss OF FRAUD IS FEARED.

Opponent of Single Tax Has Gloomy
View of Vote on lasue.
CORVALLIS, Or. Oct. 19—(To tha

the single tax will take off of the

for epeculation, has its flaws. I am

not avarss to placing = proper tax
aguinst tha lands held for speculation
by the raliroad, or by Weyerhnauser, or
Collins, or the Monros Timher Com-
pany, or by Hartman, or by Booth-
Kelly, or C. 8 Smith, or many other of
our timber barons who have selzed the
sources of production in that line. In-
deed, I contributed somewhat towards
ralsing tha value of the Southern Pa-
eclfie holdinga, In this county to & rea-
sanable price, and when thelr tax
agents came our way convinoed them
that the ralse was only in harmony
with the assessment of other llke prop-
erty, and that they really owned valu-
able timber lands, although they had
not known {t. But to double tha tax
on any of these Uimber speculators,

the lands of & man who happens to be
using his land, is not to my liking. The
timber barons cannot all use their land
at one time. It will require many
years, many decades, in fact, to denuds
our primeval forests of their wealith of
timber, and meantime shall the county
ench year deplete the value by a tenth,
or such & sum, in taxes? It would only
require about ten years to taks the
valus of the timber Itself. Then why
pot conflecate it at once, and not drag
out the misery.

The exemption of personal property
and Improvements will mnot nearly
double the tax on that class of property
alone. TWhenever you take the tax off
of Improvements and movable prop-
erty, and place It on the land alons,
it {s obvious that the spread over all
the land must be uniform. The thing
about this that appeals to me, and that
givas It 'a semblance of reason is that
land is immovabie. It cannot got
AWAY It can be viewed once In five
years, and thereafter the assessment ia
easy until another time to view it ar-
rives. This makes assessing largely an
office job, as it should be, Hsting prop-
erty, instead of valulng it afrash each
year., BEach man has a different idea
of valuea and consequeantiy the as-
sessments show it. And this creates
discrepancies among the different coun-
tles each year.

If the valuation placed on lands were
to be uniform over all the land, taking
into consideration the =state of Iim-
provemonts, and entering a valus for
those Improvements; that It Is a farm
{s wall Improved with orchards, houses,
good fences and the like, giva It the
value which Its Improvements would
justify; to emch piece of pasture land
give its proper value, and to each fleld,
give its value, snd make these values
uniform throughout the taxing district
—perhaps there would not be so miuch
to complaln of.

am satisfled that the single tax
will carry in Oregon. We are golng to
extremos in legislation and In the fads
whieh follow closely In the wake of
guch leglslation, This single tax idea
appears to me to be one of the rankest
frauds as yet promulgated In this state.
And yet, I believe it will carry.

Take the cass of United States
Banator. Because s few Interasted men
insisted on running things In the Re-
publican party, the rank and flla voted
for a Domocrat for Benator—an honest
Democrat HBut there was nothing
honest about the system which put him
did not vota that

in the Benate. I
electlon,

Take the cass of Governor. Because
a number of interested men tried to

run in through the semblance of nn as-
sembly in Portland a candldate’ for
Governor, the rank and file of Repub-
lloans repudiated him, and voted for
& Demoorat. I am frank to say that
1 was one of those Republicans, much

as I regret It—much as T then re-
gretted having to do so. But what
could one do? TUphold the candidate

who had been produced in the manner
the Republican candidate was produced,
1t was not to he thought of. No other
had a lookin. To say that the primaries
were open to «ll comers, Was not
exaoctly so.

Thesa are some of the results of our
boasted progress.

1 do not belleve altogether In this
gort of progreas. Rather It would be
| far better to return to the system In
vogua prior to the adoption of the
direct primary, and have the serapping
in caucus, within the party, or in the
party primary within the party, and
then when the party moves forward

to moet the enemy at the ballot, go
united.
The single tax Idea Ia simply the

abuse of thls progresuive systam. But
it 1s of little use to say so. For I find
all nboni—Republicans, Democrats and
of

| wil other sorts—a good proportion
| them already committed to It The
number of large land ownars Is rels-

tively =mall, and the number of voters
of smaller means large. There's tha
difference and thess smaller propries-
tors will generally vote for the singla

unless I am mistaken,
J. H. WILSON.

tax,

Duck Shootlng Annoys Mr, Clarke.

PORTLAND, Oct. 19.—{To the Ed-
itor.)—It s a great source of voxation
to me that =0 many yYoung men who
can 111 afford it are being fleeced by
the duck-clnb promoters. At thls sea-
son of the year every one who has a
]l:ulc: stagnant pool of water s anx-
lous to leuse same to the ever-verdant
wook-pnder, I dare say ona might
well say, serve them right, for there
15 nelther sport nor profit in It, and the
filthiness of such a destructive and
noisy diversion I need Dot dwell on.
Danger there Is in plenty for many of
the mo-cailed sports on learning the use
of & gun for the first tima Most of
these ambitious youths are amataurs,
though =0 far the accidenis seem to be
faw, miraculously so. Considaring the
apocryphal nature of everything con-
nected with duek clubs I am sure that
as the season advapces numerous fa-
talities must occur. I do not ses any
reason lp particular for these orgies
myself, and while I condemn Lhe pool-
room gush that no doubt is responsiblo
for most of the hunting, I sondemn still
more the happy Juck parantal pulpit
for its lack of intelligence In allowing
the strong young American minds Lo
drift so far away from decent Ideals.

E. B, CLARKE,

o014 Scotch Song.
PORTLAND, Oct. 18.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Please publish what Is reforred
to in the song, “Coming Through the
Rye."” Is it a rye fleld referred to, or
the old stepping-stones across the Hye

river? Who wrota ths song?
A HUBSCRIBER.

A fleld of rye ls meant, according to
Alfred Moffet's “The Minstrelsy of
Scotland,” published by Augener & Co,
London. The sams authority eoys:
“Robert Burns has written & pgrtlon
of this song, but the latter ls & very
old one and the true autbor Is unknown.
To say that a stream of watsr {s meant
is erroneocus, In every versiom of the
song we have seen, the word is written
rya, but not with a capital "R’ The con-
dttlon of the rye flolds in damp weath-
er would be guite sufficlent to reduce
the ‘petticonties’ of A careless young
Indy to the ‘draig't’ gondition."

Old Colns =t Mint.
PORTLAND, Oct. 19.—(To the Ed-
ttor.y—If I should go to the United
Btates Mint with a $20 gold plece and
ask for change, would I get face value
or would they waigh the place and de-
ducl ths woar? H. G. A.

Editor.)—Mr. U'Ren's suggeation that |

land in use and place on the land held |

|

and work a corresponding reduction im |}

The value lost by wear would be de-
J a v 1.3 l

N. NITTS ON CHALK

By Dean Collins.

Nesclus Nitts, he whose saplent talk
Station

Kept peopla of Punkindorf
a-gawk,

Almed eareful and long, with an eye
ko hawk,

And nafled with his quid a lona bug on
the walk.
Then spoke on the tested food value of

chalk.
“The school sup'rintendents fer thres
or more,
steriologiat fellars, went o'er
e fléld of chalk, such .as
ool boards has goft,
To test and to find If ‘twas plzen oT
not
Elghteen diff'rent brands or so, I've
underatood,
Was given to 18 gulnsa plgs fer thalr
food.
“In rations of grams, &0 the Dpapers
hns Stmted,
Them plgs ate the chalk until plumb
satlnted,
And throve and grew fat, thus col-

ciusively showin'
No pizen nor gorins
was growin’
“This chalk,’ =sald
proven the best,
And feoblest school chlldren conld eat
it with zest’

in them crayons

the tosters. 78

“The wpapsr don't state why they
wished thus to find

That crayon aln't plzen; but 1 have
opined

It's some modern scheme that the

Jeim®

boarias Is
t fer cabbage

a somethin

which has all
took
A rise that's bayond many

athook

“opurse I may be wrong, but r cht hare
I'm a-sayin’

Therea's chances that this recent testin’
of arayon

May lead in the future to sech tabla
tnlk

As ‘Have an araserl’ and ‘FPass tha
graen chalk!’

wWho knows but the chalk test tha
school board’s been givin’

May show a way out from thas
cost of lvin"?”

Portlnnd, October 20

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonlan Oct 21, 1881
At the meeting of the Common Couyn-
el Fride night a resolution that a
committes bhe appointad to inqulre into
and report tha necessity of organizing
a polles force WwWas adopted. Mosasra
and Hallock were

King, Harbough
named as the committes.

It 1s reported that ths revenus cufter
Jeft' Davia has selzed brig Sunny
South on Puget Bound. is partly
owned In the Bouth.

the

She

The conrt met yesterday morning and
heard arguments of counsel {n the casa
of Stata vs. F. Patterson, who s ac
eused of the murder of Captain Btaple
Mesara Mitchall and Page appt arad f
the state and Mr. Lozan for the defand-
ant. The court dscided to admit the
prisoner to bail in the sum of $15.000
in defanlt of which he was remandesd
to jall to awalt his trinl at the next
Cireunit Court.

Mr. Cridge Reverts to Vancouver Agnain.

PORTLAND, Oct. 19, — (To thas Ed
itar.)—Henry BE. Roed should rond up
on the Britlsh Columbian system a 1it-
tle mors carefully than he appears (o
have dome from his communlieatibn in
The Oregonian of October 15

my

ITf he takes advice he will discover

that Vancouver, B, C., lnc 10 poll
tax or tax on personal pri Itw
clity res ue [ almost entir collaet
ed on land values, With vtata
taxes (provineial) It has no
To that extent It is a sing »
Confiscation? Bosh,
All

All land now belongs to the state. .
iz held to paying the taxes vied or
the tenant ie dispossessed. The owner

of & home would far sooner pry
renta]l value of his land and have
public services extended and eonl '
than pay on his lmprovements the |

ent tax. A unimpr

worth $500 anpually

$30 a year. would not pay It
chesrfully in preference fo all the mul
tiplleity of pulllo burdane 1t now
rest on him from the graft of the sugar

trust to the streel-Improv 1ent

eatory swipe? Not unti n -y
have the full remtal talcemn,

when It was taken only value would
gliven In its piace

Thera lg land enough In Oragon for
20,000,000 people. Stop fining them [
Industry and they will
men can obtain land by merely
ths rental valune they will b«
build without borrowing.

The opponents of the ringle tax
pose nothing but u profent sys
That must be chan
ALF
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“‘Murmuring Sweet Nothings,"’
full-page photograph.

Panama OCanal to have world’s
greatest dock and harbor system,
illustrated article.

Ten Minutes with the funny
men.

Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes,
the adventure of the Greek in-
tarpreter, by Sir A. Conan
T}n‘\']ﬂ.

Inspecting Oregon's Food. How
T/ncle Sam protects the public.
Ilastrated.

“‘In Eighteen-Sixty-One,’” song
featured in ““Up and Down
Broadway."!

Pickings for Peers still good in
England. Tllusirated.

A Tale Never Told, short story
by Alfred Williams Anthony.

Washington's Bean Brummaels,
men socially prominent at the
National eapital.

‘“Compensation,’’ a novel of
Washington sesiety.

New Fables in Slang by George
.&\dﬂ.

Portlanders Who Served in
sdame regiment in Civil War.

Widow Wise, Sambo, Hair-
brgadtl'n Harry, Mrs. Timekiller,
Slim Jim and Anna Belle,




