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1IN CEN-

FPASSING OF THE OLD DAYS
TRAL OREGON.

To say that Dend and Redmond, |
with the completion of the raliroad, |
will bid adieu to the stage coach and
frelght wagon means only (hat these
and other towns oa the new rallwars
fn Central Oregon will hid adlen to |

thelr own depeandence for transporta-
tion upon those tedious land caravels
of the deye of romance and the ple-
ti*-wsque. Tho stage coach, or at least
the auto stages, are not down and out
tn Central Oregon Redmond, BHend,
Mudras iher rallroad towns will
see them during perhaps several
years to come, but it will be only In
witnessing thelr departure to or wrri-
val from points in a great terrilory as

and

yet untouched by steel rails

We of Portland, who but & short
w hils age knew of Hand and Redmond
as lsolated towns far in the H:[--rl-;r'
and to be reached only by long and |
ardunus travel over rough, dusty or |
muddy roads, 4o not wll realize that |
the two pulnts are but on the west- |
ern odge of Interior Oregon. HBead, |
which s to be the rallway terminus {or
the present, bs alm cast of Eu- ‘
gene. It s pearly twive os far from
Pend to the Idaho lne as it is from |
PBend to the Pacifle Ocean |

It Is 150 miles from Bend to Burna,
and Burns ls approximately the geo-
graphical centér of Interior Oregon. A
et with a 150-mile radius,

e drawn
wsing Burns as a
cluude an ares but barely
by ralflroads. The O.-W, R. & N. |
would touch in the sant at Vale; »
parrow gange road would enter a few

would In-
penetrated

conter,

It

miles ¢nt the northeast and the now
Haes would barely brush It at Hend
Here lén A great district—as large.|

as some of the Eastern states—rich in
minernls and agricultu land, |

timber

The new rallroads, It ls true. will serve |
a large and productive country direct-
Iy tributary to them, but. until they are
asended. a still greater country must |
depend for Its transportation on the
CBncord coarh, the six-horse frelght

whgon and the automoblile |

These new wallroads, although maore
thanr 1530 mlles long, pehstrate loss
tman 58 miles farther Into Central
Ogegon than does the Shaniko bran
o the O-W. R & N. But in painta

of rapid service and ellmination of bad !
mAgon roads they have brought Central |

Opegon The eqt f several hun-
dred miles Dear P land. The d
#age rouls from Prineville over Griz-
d] Mountaln, up Cow Creek Canyon
#nd across the 17 miles of Shaniko
PFiai. which In extremes of weathe?
gmetlmes heid the four-horse =lage
hirty-six hours in ita adabe clutehes,
o - md e rmes Prineville, still neariy |
twenty m from the milroad, will
guin rall access to the o itefde by trav. |
ellng over a practionil) feval road

good the year around, unii] It gets n |
milroad of 1Is Oowr nd s with the
#ther towna of the unserved Interier

The horse-killing highways may now

be avold and Mice & raliroad town

he

B renched, the service found will
diyect and rapid
What the near future haold

for Central Oregor

1)
ntl

e Aactivities of the ml
they have apent milli
ralis for 100 miles In th
uaproductive « " ch
strip of territary % miles long =
inge +ivable The Deschiutes ralls |
roids are deatined to become the back- |
bone of a mad syWtem Thelr
bullders have wager s big stake on |
the vaiae of Inter r OreRoT
fic-producing section. The ¢
oy now lies ahead in 1
piales and vallers rea
a simple taak in comparisa
they have accompiished
Ko n to protect their orl
mernt They will go on

Hut ahould the stand still |
awhile. the counnis wi thrive amaz-
ingly ander the added advantages of

Thed

e

transportation it now possesses
driving of the golden splie )

be the opening of the daya of In-

ry, Civilizativm and wealth The
1a: af maliroads in a couniry Is a bar
iy the entrance af many of the things
which go to make up modern civillaed
life. Almost all o ome thitigs
Y. taken outslde,” a ph
wuhed iB & q rie B ot of ¢oun-
try which s in {tself eloquent of chelr
isciatinn Settleme = following tt
raliroads y Central Oregon Al Siv-
ilisation will advance with o
It s pushing back primitive
into more remote sectlons

material

candi

tne fictlon writers of
for good storice Bt
tione will provide ma
ather stories of a Jd!fMerent kind
nafe will] mourn, excepl those who
kasbor & sentlmental regret for the
.nvr’n!.! times which owe thelr chsrm
10 e fAct that we don’t realize how
bad they were

E ew
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SECHRETARY FISHER's TAMNK
Secrotary of the Intervior Flaher has
discoveresd by ¢examin f the rec-
ords of his office and thre
ofthe Went how far
tten of the land laws has sandered
from aw and justice He has found
l_ﬂ*l hls predecessors prior to Becre-
thry Ballingvr hal swung from the |
extreme of laxity to the sxtreme of s
sarily and that the elloris of Mr, Bal-
Imger to sirike that happy mean
wheredy <very setiler who has com-
plled with the spirit of the law gets
s patenl without delay, were thwurt-
«4 by a hody of sudbordinates who had
Mllen inte the rut Secretary Hhck-
ench and Oarfleld had worm fer themm,
bas found thal greal Ticts of Iree.
land have been lnciuded in for-
reserves And that though the law
! provided fer ellmization of agri-
and from such reserves, all

i 9
sgh b
adininistra-

i

' s

| & Naw

t

manner of devices are used to prevent | duty, Her boundaries belng too nar- |

setilers from taking it. He has found
forest reserves created 1o conserve
coal land and water fromtage on im-

aginary harbors to guard It against

corporstions which don't want It

To currect this condition 1Is the
arduois task before Mr. Flaher. Many
of the evils he cannot remedy until
Congress revises 4he obsclete land
laws, but many may be removed by
changing the spirit in which the law
admintstored and the regulations
under which it is interpreted. Hia
apnounced purpose and his past deeds
are rich promise that he will do all
he can In these directions, His declnr.
ation that he is for “the man on the
land™” has the right ring. His prom-
ise to have entitests promptly sdjudi-
cated will renew hope In the breast

, of meny a poor settler whose applica-

tion for palént grows yeilow swith age
because of some speclal agent’'s mere
suspicion,

But in order that hs may accom-
pliahs what he has set out to do, it will
be necessary for Mr. Fisher to Infuse
spirit into the army of men
which actually does the work. A ma-
jority of thess men have never been
west of the Mississippl River, many of
them never west of the Allegheny
Mountalns What can they khow
adout the conditlons which confront
s homesteader? Had each spent & Year
on an Oregon farm on the outaklrts of
settlement, each would know the men
and the eonditions with which he s

| dealing and ecould Judge Intelligently,

fustly and with a due admixture of
that human sympathy which should
enter Into such declalons, At least the

| principal officinly who have the hand-
| ling of land cases should be required

to visit®” the publle land areas of the
West and remain long enough to be-
come famillar with what the settier is
“up against™ Then they would be
more nearly oequlpped to decids
whether any particular settler n en-
titled to a patent, Some of these offi-
clals are so encrusted with prejudice
and are s0 uninformed that they are
ignorant of their own Ignorance. It
Is hopeless to attempt to change thelr
methods and they should be removed
for the good of the service.

In short. the ¢vils which boset the
Land Offlce are those which beset all
bureaucracles and they grow as the
bureay grows, but ar a faster pace.
They are the strongest argument for
stRte 1' of public iand, for
under that system the officials would
be In close touch with the peopla with

the

conptro

whom they desl and wonld have a
clear understanding of the conditions
surrounding those people.

TWO FARALLEL HORRBORS,

The story of the flood st Austin
reads like that of Johnstown wwith &
few changes of pames. There is the
dnm weakened by torrents of rain let-
ting loose a watery tattering ram into
& DArrow g whers Austin had

anted ltseif

e,

In the case of Johnatown & country

elud composed of Pittsburg milllon-
alrea owned the dam: Io the casa of
Austin m paper company s gulity.

Whether for pleasure or business, the
f the dam risked the lilvea of

nwners of
thousands of people to save a few
thousand dollars Greed and parsie
mony aro close akin to murder. At
Jobnstown not one of the gullly was

whether his-
eif in this reapect

we shall see

ry will repeat
ui Austin—-if the b

Even the succeeding fire at Austin
had ita parniiel at Johnsiosn, though
natural gas there was not the cause.
In that case the wreckage, In which
were entangled the bodles of many

! human beinge and animals, plled
agulnst a stone ralir i bridge and was
barnad. but the horrors of people be-
Ing burned allve o sight and hearing
of others, as at Austin, were escaped

AR MAY STAY IN AFRICA
Though Europe ls buszing with pre-
tions that 1aly's selgure of Tripoll
to be the preiude of &

dl

vill prove
goperal attack on Turkey by other
powesrs for ths pose of securing
ampensation, 1t probable that the
war will b¢ locallzed Italy's desire
for mere terpitery will be gratiftied by
the nogulsition of Tripoll and she can
apiu that country with eass, With
her superior fleet, Italy ¢an destroy
of Turkey®*and prevent the land-

that
ing

¥

of

nts In Tripell. The

relnforcem

naval base at BRalonika
ramble for the heari-

deslred

A Lenera

f the so-called “sick man of
would begin Knowing the
the greal powers (0 preserve

much-loved satus quo In the
Halkan peninsula, which is the only
ndition under which a genseral war

can be avelded, Italy has assured them
that she will pot extend the war to
that quarter Grecce will therefore
learn that she is mobilizsing her army

in Thessaly to no purpose or, If she
goes o war, will do =0 &t the risk of
such another disaxtrous defear =a
'that In 1887 If Turkey should re-
main obdurate, Italy might be com-

pelled to extend the war into the Bal-
kana, butl the united pressure of the

powers would probably serve to bring |
' Turkey
| former OCCM

(o resson, as it has on many
ne. The history of the
war In Tripoil is Hkely to Do a repe-
of that of wars by which Britain
ook Egvpt and Frarce took Tunls
1taly’s desire for coloties may have
some indirest relation to this coun-
try. In order to hold her own among
the great powers, llaly must main-
taln a large army. but she sees her
miiitary resources riduced by =n an-
rual smigration of hundreds of thou-
sands of her best yYoung men to this
country  apd South America. Like
Japan and Germany, she wishes to
find new hwmea for an overflow popu.
iation whare it will remaln under
Jtalian yule and subject to milltary

titdan

me cin bo placed, i

|

row far her population, she wishes to
stretch them, that her people may ex-
pand within them Instead of over-
flowing them. Whether she will suc-

! ceed s doubtful, for very many Ital-

ians come to the United States not
only to make monmey but to escape
milftariam, burdensome taxes and the
endiess econflicts of class and religion.
Many Italiana may enmiigrate to Tripoll,
but the wvast majority -of amigrants
will continue to flee from Italian rule
to new countries.

WILL PARTIES BE RE-ADJUSTED?
The present ers of readjustment (o
politics and business will end In a new

alignment of parties into Radicals and '

Conservatives, |s the opinlon of Samuel
G. Blythe, expressed in an addreas at
the Montans State Falr at Helena He
seos both parties split into Radleal and
Conservative factions and foreseos the
union of Conservaiives of both parties
as one party and of radicals of both
parties as another party.” The one will
be the party of "let well encugh alone,”
the other the party of advance. The
earelessness of the people has let polit-
feal power pass to the hands of the
few, big business abused Its opportuni.
ties, and the two combined (o contrel
the country. In Mr, Blythe's plctor-
eaque phrascology:

Power brosds mﬂm and arrogance
boeedd oconteampl. ;1 hustness and big
politics both grew contempiuous. Esch was
s0 infiated its eyes awelied shut. Nelther
cocld see Nelthar cared (0 s

Then came 4 protest, which has be-
come a Natlonal protest, causing a par-
tial readjustment, and 1t will continue
until representative government s re-
stored in the hands of the people. Then
the people will send to represent them
men equal in statesmanship and ability
to those who have misrepresented
them. He evidently does not think
much of some of the pretended pro-
greaslve leaders, for he says:

There Ia ampls occasion for Just criticism
of many of the men whom this movemsnt
has put into office A good many of them
are of DO Cconseguence

Mr. Blythe's rebirth of parties would
be more likely if the existing parties
were not hot rivals as 1o which shoulll
comply with the popular demands.
The Republicans have done fairly well
in the last ten years, and It Is too early
to declde that the adverse sentence
passed on the Payne-Aldrich tarift In
1910 will be confirmed as to thes Taft
Administration In view of President
Taft's carnest campalgn for real tariff
reduction and the blundering atiempt
mude at It In the last seasion of Con-
Eress,

In two consecutlve Presidential elec-
tions the people have approved the
Roosevelt policles, which alm to stop
the abuses of big business and (o break
its grip on politics, Mr. Taft has con-
tinged those policles with greater em-
ergy and has broadened the execution
of them until thelr fulflllment may
falrly be sald to be in sight. Ho has
done more—he has added to them
tariff reform and monetary reform,
which are as essential to the square
deal aa are the regulation of rallroads
and dlssolutlion of trusts, There s &
reactionary element in the Republican
party, but It has lost Its grip and is
struggling for existence In a losing
fight agalnst the new politioal methods
which give the people political control.
It & becoming of less consequence
every day

The hope of the organization of a
new radical party rests seemingly In a
coalltipn of insurgents with Democrata,
but nelther have shown any desire to
sink their ldentity in such a coalition.
The latter no sooOner saw an opportu-
nity to win without Insurgent ald than

they threw the Insurgents overboard.
No man has more vehemently de-
nouneed Democracy than BSenator

Cummins, one of the Insurgent leaders,

The advance is baing led by, Mr. Tagt
as fast as the mass of the people wish
to travel and his party advances be-
hind him. The presence In the ranka
of & few Hotspurs, who think the pace
too slow, and of a few laggards, who
wish o stop und eamp every mille, Is
no good cause for disbanding the army
and attempting to combine its several
elements with like eclemaents in & rival
if a few [eaders should desert,

army,
| they could only carry & corporal’s
guard with them and might add

| eitrant pupil i1s a girl of I4.

wt towns of that country can then
be taken and the Arab tribea of the
desert can b sublugnied at Tinly's
lelsure I{al) succoss e only a mat-
ter of time and porseverance
That Italy will carry the war into
Eurcpean Turke)y s fmprobable, for |
such a policy would bring endless en-
tangiements. The landing of troops
at Prevesa would scem to indicate
| that Intentlion, but It war more prob-
ably designed to obtaln A base from
| sshleh arms and supplles could be sent
to the rebelllous A sians. The lat-
ter mre the best Aghters In Turkey and
would serve o keep the Turkish army
busy. Ald given them by the Itallans
masy be in the nature of a dlversion
for the af Increasing Tur-
key's Jiffle hastening her
oficesslor demandn,
Were invade European
« wonld take It as the
3 ¢ of Crete and
Thessals wonld alse reach out
wlter Marcedonia; Servia would [ght
for part of the latter province and
By fa would also assert claim by
forced of arms  Aumsiria would see the
| necesalty of sweeping aalde all these
petty nations and advancing to her

strength by removing n source of dls-
sension,

NEITHER CITIZEN NOR SUBJECT.

In the laudable attempt to incul-
cate principles of patriotism or at
Joast of loyaity to the Government

under which they live and are being
sducated, the State of New Jersey
has a Iaw requiring pupils of the pub-
e scheals to salute the Amerlcan
flag and at the beginning of the new
school vear to remew the oath of al-
leglance to the Government.
Recently, for the first time In Its
history, a pupil of the public achools
of Perth Amboy, in that state, refused
elther to salute the flug or renew the
oath ms required by law. The recal-
She suld
that she acted under the ilnstructions
of her father, who, & man of middle
age, has nearly all of his e lved In
this country, bot claims alleglance to
Great Britain and has had his ohil-
as Britigh

dren at birth registered
subjecta. Upon her refusal to par-
ticipate in the morning exerclses of

the =chool, as required by law, the
Superintendent of Schools, after con-
sulting the state authorities, sent the
girl home pending consideration of
the case by the Board of Education.

The father, a pugnacious British
subject who lives under ths protec-
tian of the Btars and Stripes, mean-
while hied him to New York, where
he lald the case before the British
Consul. Pending s decision, the chil-
dren of the Hritish-American subjeat
citizen are out of school,

While this looks ke “straining at
a gnat and swallowing a camel” or,
In common phrase, resembles “a tem-
pest in & teapot,” there Is a principle
ut stake that commands considerate
attention. The public achools of the
United States are supposed to be, and
are hatlod as, the cradie of patriotism.
The most utterly demberatie of all
our institutlons, & prime object In
thetr establishment and malntenance
ts the inculeation of loyalty, which ls
the cornerstone of good cltizsenship.
In this view the National flag floals
over tens of thousands of public
schonl houses during the hours when
schools are In sesslon and puplls who
are In attendance upon these demo-
cratic Institutions are required. upon
occasion, to “salute™ the National
emblem. The oath of allegiance, as
required of pupils of the public
schools of New Jersey, ls not a gen-
eral requirement, but It ¢an scarcely
be regarded ws an unreasonable ome,
sinoe iz |» the vizible sign. so to speak,
of loyalty.

In the case cited the children are

‘of his life In America, scorns to be-

eame a coltizen of ths great repub-
lie, steadfastly maintaining his alle-
giance to the British crown., He has,
moreover, taiken pains to have his
children at birth, or soon thereafter,
registered as subjects of Great
Britaln,

Whatever disposition s made of
this cass, it ls certainly a pity that a
man so completaly subservient to the
traditions and ideals of & monarchial
government persists in living as an
allen In & hospitable land. The Brit-
ish possessions are wide. Why should
20 stalwart a son of Britain persist in
making his homs and bringing up his
children outside of them? Cer-
talnly not for the good of the coun-
try that is his generous host, even to
the extent of educating his children
for him, only stipulating that they
conform to the rulea that govern the
public schools. Of course, while
thers Ia no law that compels him to
g0 hence, it may with great propriety
be sugsested to this man—and others
If thers be others of his type of John
Bulllem—that the proper place for
him to sot up & home and rear A
family is somewhere—anywhere—un-
der the Britlsh flag. Otherwise he I8
nelther a subject nor = cltizen, but
simply a political neuter.

Tha MoMinnville Walnut Growery
Club will present ten pounds of first-
class Yamhill County walnuts to Pres.
{dent Taft on his arrival in this elty.
J. €. Cooper, president of the club,
a now drilling on a presentation
spoech sulted to the dignity of the
reciplent of the gift and to the quul-
ity of the home-grown produact, This
is proper and complimentary. The
club will Also present specimena of the
best-known varieties of walnuts suited
to this cllmate to the Oregon Agri-
eultdral College as an exhiblt, This s
proper and practical. We congratulate
the Walnut Club upon [ts discern~
ment and generosity ln the matter.

Portland commercial bodles may
well pay attemtion to the argument
of H. P. Wood, of Honolulu, in favoer
of a steamship line between Portland
and that point. With crops of sugar,
pineapples, tobacco and cotton to ex-
port, that port offers an opportunity
to the shipping men and merchants
of Portland which should not be neg-
lected, 1t can take In exchange our
lumber, frult, salmon, furniture, flour
and grain. With such & broad terri-
tory in which to dlstribute the Im-
ports and upon which to gather the
exports, Portland should be able to
keep a monthly steamer loaded both
WAYE,

The Jopanese expedition to the
South Pole Is in trouble and is un-
kindly criticlssd by Japaness newspa-
pera. After seiting out for the Ant-
arctie in Winter and losing all 1ts dogs
through inexperionce, it had to put
back to Australln, refit and make a
fresh start. Its members excube the
semall supply of food carried by say-
ing the Japanese can gel along on
much less nourishment than white
men, though they have no experience
as to the amount of food required to
sustain Ilife in polar regions. Appa-
rently thers were Do Japanese Dr.
Cooks In the party.

A showroom for the display of
American goods ls to be openad by R.
. Romeo, American Vice-Consul at
Alexandria, Egypt, who sees In it a
means of securing to American man-
pfacturers a share of the trade In man-
ufactured goods, of which Egypt now
fmports $100,000,000 worth. The Unlt-
od States now supply about 1 per cent
of this quantity As Egypt has just
marketed the most profitable cotton
erop In its history, this may be an
ausplcious time for thia enterprise.

Governor West has boasted that
conviets are not working In competi-
tlon with free labor, but he forgot
about the 60 who were sent to plek
hops to the exclusion of women and
children. Hop-pleking i{s the regular
Bummer outing of many poor familles,
which cannot afford a wvacation In
which they do not earn something, but
they are deprived of it for the sake
of West's “honor men.” .

If out of the aeven or more fax
measures which may be submitted to
the people at the next election, two
conflicting ones should be adopted, we
shall have a muddie equal to that
caused by the adoption of the two Co-
lumbia River flshing bills, which the
Legislature will be required to clar-
1fy.

The exhiblt at the Omaha Land
Bhow by Falix Currin, of Cottage
Grove, which won the sllver cup for
the best grain and grasses at the BEu-
gene falr, will convince doubting Enst-
erners that what they read of Ore-
gon in the newspapers has all the
elements of truth,

The charge of murder sgalnst the
chauffeur who caused a woman's death
by giving her false information of her
husband's death ls a novelty In erimli-
nal annals and will give the lawyers
n fAne opportunity to exercise their
wita,

A Malheur County man swho set out
frult trees on three acres last Fall,
planted potatoes hetween the rows
last Spring and has refused an offer
of $1000 for the crop. There are
thousands of llke opportunities awalt-
ing grasp next year.

“Tim" Woodruff denles that flying
comes within the definition of sports
forblidden by the New York Sunday
law. It doesn’t: In top many Coases
it is plain sulcide.

Construction of a §$30,000 high
school 1s in progress at Vale, a lttle
oity that indulges In humor by call-
ing herself "the lanst frontier.”

The whlte-slaver who has gone o
McNeil's Island for elght years will
hnove proper respect for Uncle Sam
when he leaves the place.

Parts !s spending milllons for a
pure water supply. which destroys the
popular fiction that Parislans avoid
Water.

Now is the time for every fan to
begin to “make medicine™ for sue-
cess of the Beavera,

A new Turkish wrestler s caming
this way, but the time is not propi-
tious for Turks

The pollceman on the corner hard-
Iy knows "“where he is at" in these
days of jJuggie.

It is Just s well the Beavers went
South, for this is football weather. |

Oregon Advertising Pamphlets.

PORTLAND, Sept. 38— (To the Edi-
tor,)—In this morning's Issue of The
MOregontan Is printed an articie on the
valué of farm lands in Oregon with
particular reference to the Umatilla
project. Director Newell, of the Uni-
ted States Reclumation BService Is
quoted. to the effect that the specu-
lative values that are being placed on
theso " lands and others through the
state s doing more to hold back the
development of this state than any
other one thing.

1 want to say that this is absolutely
a fact. I have bad evidence of it in
several ways, both on the ground in
parsonal contact with the people that
came to Orsgon to settle, and recently
in the East in conversation with peo-
ple who were iInterested In this coun-
try. I did a lttle migslonary work
among the-farmers of & certain county
in Michigan one day in the interest of
Oregon. 1 was seeking Information. of
several kinds to use in connectjon with
my business, which is along the lines
of colonization. 1 was surprised to
find how well informed these farmers
were on conditions here, Over half of
thoss to whom I talked kpnew some one
that had gone from his nelghborhood
to Oregon and setitled. He had coTre-
sponded with him and every one hid
replied that there-ls soma wonderfully
gond land to be had but that the specu-
Iators mre putting the price up to a
point that Is impossible, They there-
fore had declded to stay whare they
were rather than sell and go to the ex-
pense of moving to Oregon and then
find themselves with lass land than at
the start, and raw land st that

We spend a great deal of time mnd
energy to advertise Oregon to the
farmers of the Middle West, We per-
mit the speculators to undo all our
work as fast am wa do it by Kkeeplng
the people out with impoesible prices,
Wo should take some means to stop it
In the latter part of the articla D, O.
Lively is quoted to the effect that the
Jand is not being held at too high
'figures, That If the farmear can nat
10 per cont the price is §100, if 30 per
cent, $800 an scre. Does Mr. Lively
think that the farmers of the Middle
West and Hast “will go to the expense
and troubde of moving West and tak-
ing . up some of this land—land whiech
he must spend much. effort and monay
on to put. under eultivation—and pay
such prices? Will he permit Mr. Lively
und hls assoclates to discount the fu-
ture for him, and take to themselves
the natural profits and increase [(n
value that by rights goes to the plonaer
settlers In & new country? Can we
Kot settlers on our land if we do not
offer them a better proposition than
they now have back Haat? Can wa ox-
pect to get =ottlers If all they can mnkae
|s & small Interest on their investment
—and disregard thelr time?

No man except the farmer disregards
hia time, and the farmer {8 getling
wise now, too, at loast the kind that we
onn hope to attract to Oregon are. 1
would suggest that the Commercial
Club and Chamber of Commercs to-
gother with the Harriman lines dis-
eriminate against the land speculators
in thelr advertising literature and In
their replies to inquiries. FPerheps then
the prices would be reduced to a falr

basis, including a falr profit 7
AN OREGONIAN,
CANVAS OOVERS IN ORCHARDS

Vancouver Grower Thinkas Cost Pro-
hiblilve for Prune Trees.
VANCOUVER, Wash, Bept. 30.—(To
the Editor.)—1 notice an item in The
Oregonian of September 15 from Vans
couver advislng the use of eanvas cove
ering to protest the frult trees from

tho affects of ralny weather.

Now, to my way of thinking, this is
one of the most absurd suggestions 1
ever heard proposed by a ratlonal be-
ing. The prune orchards of Clark
County contaln on an avsrage about
45 mcrea each, or about 3000 trees to the
orohard. Many of these trees ure 20
feet in dlameter at the top mnd will
probably average & helght of npt less
than 15 fest, To cover this top would
require an canvas 20 feet square for
oach tree, or 8000 mguare feet of can-
vag to cover An orchard of 3000 trees
To adjust thls canvas would require
the labor of half dozen meon to the acre,
or an army of 160 men for an orchard
of 25 acres.

As sunlight and alr are Important
factors in developing perfeot frult
these panvas covers would have to be
removed “when the clouda rolled by."
The services of these men must be
retalned until there I no longer danger
from storms. It will be se¢en that the
exponse of these men would make the
scheme [mpracticable, leaving out of
econsideration the additional expense of
canvas and rope.

will the Vancouver farmer explain
to an eager and anxious public his=
method of adfusting this hood canvas
on hls frult trees? If he will show us
his echeme I sensible and the expense
not prohibitive, he may yet achieve en-
during fame.

R F. D3,

A. J. MILLS,
Yancouver, Wash.

Heflective Quallty of Wall Paper.
Exchanga,

In palnting or papering thes walls of
a room the question oftéen arises what
color reflects the most and what the
lenst light. Hecent ®xperiments In Ger-
many gave the followlng resulls: Dark
blue reflects 0% pear cent of the light
ftalling upeon it, dark green about 10
per cent, pale red a little more than
36 per cent, dark yallow 30 per cent
pale blus 30 per cent, pals yellow 40
per cent, pule green 46l per cent, pale
orange nearly &5 per cent. white 70
per cent. Glossipesa and varnish In-
grease the amount of light reflectad.

HAZY NOTIONS.

When Bobble entered college,
A Freshmian, green was he.
The third day out, the Boph'mores
Gave him the "“third. degree”™
And whin his hand got well enough,
He wrote back homée this line of stufl:

*Dear Dad—I'm strapped. Please send
at once .
A hundred bucks to me,
To settle with the doctor
Who set my back and knde
(Bald knee received & loving pat
From a blg Soph'more's baseball bat.)

3 too must pay the allenlst
Who tinkered up my brain,
After they'd tied me to the track
Before the ratlroad traln—
My reason flew clean off the track.
It cost a lot to put It back.

“1 noad a fifty. too, to pay
For the piate glass I bhroke,
When the Sophs flashed a ghosti on
me—
A common form of joka.
1 dove right through, to dodge the
ghonat,
And broke & castiron hitching post

“Also J have a bill to pay
For fixing up my stomach,
The Bophs fed me tobasco sauce.
They say it was real comic
But 1 was so Incinerated
My stormach must be amputated.

*J think from what the doctors say
Of how I'm getting on,
That I may leave the hospital
Ere many days are gone;
In fact it won't be long befors
I'm strong encugh to hase soma more.”™
' —Dean Collion

Portiand, October L

IN DEFENSE OF MIRACLE WHEAT

Writer Would Excinde Them From | Merit Due to Selection and Coltivation,

Not Prayer, Says Writer.

PORTLAND, Dec. 30.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—In ro *Miracle Wheat," the edi-
torial in The Oregonian this morning.
as the sequence to. & press dispateh
publishad yesterday, appears to deo-
serve some notlde, and, posseasing somse
xnowledge of the real famcts in the
cane, I pregume to offer them.

The statement that Pastor Russell
s the originator and exploiter of this
wheat Is in fault. The originator ia J.
A. Bohnet, of Pittsburg, Pa., who after
saveral yeary of sxperiment claims to
nave developed a wheat of unusual
merit. This wheat {6 not the result af
“prayer” or “bewitchment,” as your ré-
ports would Neem o auggest, vaut is
largely the result of “malin strength
and pure awkwardsess™ the résult of
patlent effort through a number of
years of careful selection and cuitiva-
tion. Its principal clalm to attention
is due to {ts belng unusually prolific.

Mr, Bohnet, who ian not unknown to
many peopls of Portland and Oregon.
having been at one time a resident of
thig territory. was a Tecent visitor in
this eity, and In conversation with the
writsr told him constderable of his ex-
periments. Not, however, baing Inter-
ested in sgriculture, and never antloei-
pating ths mnotoristy which would be
so suddenly thrust upom th's graln.
dld pot Inguire into the relative merits
and demerits of his wheat Wa were
advised that this year he had secured
whit he could call a “erop,” in ail not
exceading two toms. Durlng the past
sevaral years he had ralsed enough to
gend some eround amongst his friends
for further experiments

The progress in thée developmant of
the fartility of the soll and productive-
nesy of the varlous frults and grains
his bsen a matter of Interest to nll
those interested in those ideas of whioh
Pastor Russell champlons, and nat-
arally & large number of Pastor Hus-
goll's mo-styled “following” bhave kept
in touch with Bohnet and othars In thelr
experiments. After making rederva-
tlons for msesad purposss during this
present Fall, the balance of this years
“orop” was ment to the Brooklyn office
and notlce given through the channel
of the soclety’s journal that any wish-
ing to secure this seed could do so.

In view of the fact that the price of
§1 & pound was placed on this article,
it doubtless appeared to the reporter in
tte light of a “get-rich-quick™ scheme.
The W. T. B. & T. Soclety gets Its sup-

port, ltke the other Bihle societies,
from the voluntary donations of It
supporters. Bohnet's donatlon of his

“mivacle wheat” was made In the same
manner as any other, but as the no-
city's offices are mot a clearing-house
for farm products, they arranged for
the disposition of this article In the
manner more or less accurately stated
in your report. Those who wiahed
eould, instead of making a cash dona-
tion, purchase this grain and continue
the experiments. What the virtues of
this wheat are, its mliiling qualities,
ete., personally we cannot tell, our
knowledgs belng limited to tha exter-
nn] dlatinction betwesn ordinary wheat
and carrot seed,

Relative to the testimony from
Meosara. Ackorman and Luther, of Dusty,
Wash., T would state that these gentle-
men are level-headed Gerfian farmers
and experienced wheatmen of that sec-
tion of the stats, and not religions en-
thusinsts Tha fact that they have
seemingly Indorsed this wheat gives
spome welght In my own mind to the
cin!lms made for It by Bohnet. That
the virtue of this whoat consista in any
“blessinges™ by Pastor Russell s ab-
surd and doubtless ths idex originated
in the sanctum of the New York World,
whoge editorial staff probably thought
that they saw an sxcellent apportunity
to amusa the public at Pastor Ruasell's
axpense.

That Pastor Ruasell s “making
monoey” ar getting “rich™ from the pro-
coede of this sale |s an absurd as It In
mendacious, Those who are engaged
with Pastor Russell in the work which
he {8 pursulng cannot ba Imposad upon
by him or any other, and none know
thin better than Pastor Russe!l himseif.
That his “followers™ (whose number
amoyunts Lo considarable) are not fall-
ing ovar gach other to sscure this whoent
or any other, iz manifested in tha fact
that none has been bought In Portland.
This may ba due to thé agricultural
element helng a negligible quantity at
this polnt.

Let me say in ecloning that those who
are buyving this seed for experimental
purposes at the price of $1 per pound
evidently know what they are dning
and timo alone can tell what they are
getting. WILLIAM A. BAKER.

Flagrant Case of Desnertion.

PORTLAND, Det. 1.—(To tha Editor.)
~—A cass of deaertlon of a nursing
mother with several little ones has
occurred In the nelghborhood of East
Seventeenth near Washington The
poor creature appealed to the different
homes of the nelghborhood, bui being
unable to speak English, talled to make
herself undertood. She finally went to
the home of the German gardener who
lives mproms.  Alder straet, with some-
what better succesa. Hearts can talk
when tongues ara aflent and the Ger-
man's wife has an exceptionally large
heart. She, too, had been & mother and
had once come to & StrAnge country
when sha could not spoak Engilsh.

It seems that the supplicant had
heen living with a famlily. whoe had
moved away, and since the door was
locked has had no othsr place to sleep
and care for her bables than under the
porch. Her tldy appearance under
such adversge clroumstnances boars evi-
dence of birth and breeding.

Littls is known of the husbhand and
father of this forlorn but apparsntly
dellcately-regsred famlly. He was an
indifferent musician who insisted upon
singing during the early morning
hours, resulting In much insomnia
among his nelghbors. Evidently, llke
Mary Jane's Pa, when the duties of
parenthood arrived, conjugal love
wauned and he left for parts unknown.

Anyone who will provide s home for
& beautiful, bloe, maltese cat with small
family will be welcomed by Its nelgh-
bors, space being somewhat limited In
thi= part of town and all spare roomeg
talcon. MARY ALICE OGDEN.

Half a Century Ago

Fropms The Oregotilan Octobrer 23, 1561.

The Clty Councll has adopted an or-
dinanes fixing the salary of the City
Attorney, J. H. Mitchell, st $1000 per
Annum.

@, L. Curry. of the Advertiser, has
taken inmto partoership Messrs Daly,
Halloran and Alllson the publiea-
tion of that paper. Thiéey were form-
srly employed as workmen in that of-
fico—two of them printers—and all
very fine young men.

State Fair, Oct. L—Ons thousand en-
tries have been made, The exhibltion
of horses will be mreat. Cattle, hogs
und sheep sre coming in. 8o fur the
rain bas not disturbed us—mnot having
been too much to lay the dust

The practice of smuggling dlamonds.
jewelry and other valuables from
Europe by female pEEsengers has Dbe-
come so extensive that two female in-
spoctors have been attached to the
revenue service at New TYork whose
business It is to sesrch all female pas-
sengers for goncealed dutiable articles.

Workmen are engaged in gravellng
Salmon street, between First and .rrnu.J

What's Doing in Oregon

Golng Some.
Beaverton Reporter.
An Oregon Eldotric car ¥an over &
jackrabbit near Whitaford Tuesday
evening,

News to Busy Clty People.

Hillsboro Argus,
0Old Portland Mountaln, between hore
and the metropolis, iz garbnd in all the
colors of the rainbaw, these days, old
King Autumn being busy with his
paint brush,

Other Candldates Frightencd?

Oragon Clty Courler.

It is given out from Eugene that
Lawrence Harrls, Circult Judge, will
become a Republican candidate for
United States Senator against Sghator
Bourne. Several other men, who had
been thinking of entering the contest,
appear to Mave had another think.

“Stormy FPetrel” Used Gasoline.
Eugene Heglster,

Just about the time the Portland
Business Men's Speclal was getting
ready to take itz departure for home,
Colonal « Hofer stepped into the office
to telegraph A short story to hils paper.
While there the traln pulled out with-
out him. The oolonel s Iull of ox-
pedisnts, bowever, and »ould not allow
a ifttle thing like that to cut him out
of his fun with the boye. He wired
Mr. McMurray to hold the traln at
Junotion a fow minutes, then hired an
automeblle and kited down the line at
a 40-mile an hour spesd and caught
his train all right. .

Hay Leonard Once Fixposed.

Lebanon Criterion.

A travellng man by the name of
Hunt, traveling for Paul Relgel & Com-
pany, of San Franclsco, was in Leb-
anon yesterday and gave qguite a bit
more history to the Lebanon man-wao-
man Ray Leonard. Mr, Hunt says he
knew Leonard well when he and hia
uncle, (the man who wis with her waa
her uncle and not his or her father),
lived In Stockton, Callfornls, when he
was a boy and for many yesars con-
ducted a shop there, and that he knew
them both well. She passed herselt
off there for a man, and they wers
close mouthed peopls but in some way
the story got out that the man shoo-
maker was o woman and she and her
unclie left Stockton one nlght and dis-
appeared. He says he had about for-
gotten all nbout them until he was
in Lebanon a few years ag0d after he
became a traveling man, and while
eating his dinner at Hotel Lebanon he
heard that pecollar laugh and looked
around and recognized the old Callfor-
nia sho¢makar.

In California she went by the name
of Ruy Varnum. He says he mentioned
the fact to no one as he 414 not cars to
embarrass her. When he knew them In
Callfornia they were honest, indus-
trious parsons.

Heo pays after they left California the
lite history of the couple Dbecame
known and that he knows an inter-
esting story of her life, which he will
not tell as long as ghe lives.

Country Town Sayings by Ed Howe

A bluff will carry you only a& shorl
distance, and Is llable not to work ut
all; finally the world will know what
you can actually do.

It takes my son & long time to tell
what he Intends to do; but I can soon
tell what I have done.

You cannot amount to a great deal
until you realize how cheap and warth-
leus flattery le. The nrst thing &n
agent does, when he robs a fool, I
to flatter him.

You'll never be a grost laader until
you Invent a lot of glants, ind Keop
them from sating the people. That's
the popular thing .these days.

The most contemptibla thing I know
of Americans is thelr hatred of able
men who succeed In dolng that which
we are all trylng to do.

Nine out of ten men nre fond of
belng accused of deviltry with wo-
mon of which they are not gullty.

Soma people read the riot mct and
give the gullty partles time to argue,
and organize thelr friends. A better
way is to glve them both barrels when
they mre not sxpeoting I

People seom to have n mania for glv-
ing me advice. Don't they pursus you
with it, too?

wWhen a man {s laughed at, it hurts
him as much as to be abuned

1f a loafer is mot & nulsance to you,
ft Is a s=lgn that you are somewhat
of a loafer yourself.

BAD MANNERS IN STREETCARS.
smokers, Chewern nnd Manicurists Are
All In Evidenee.

PORTLAND, Or., Sept. 28.—(To the
Editor.) — The Oregonian today pub-
lished a letter on streotoar mannerismes
that the writer trusts may prove the
opening wedge to further discussion
on this sugblect In such manner an 10
bepefit a patient and long - suffering
ecommunity. The writer's comments,
however, apply not alona to Portlaind,
but ta every eclty., Let us start the
reform movement at home. The writer
proves most conclusively that ‘the
cavedweller, the barbarian, the suvage
are wvery much in eavidence, but just
how to clvilize them 8 certalnly o
problem.

The fellow with the malodorous stub
of a punk cigar or clgarette In ever
present on our stresicars. The chuap
who perelsts in stabbing himself in
the mouth with a plece of wood and
cleansing sald wood on his coat slaave
{& quite appetizing, as is hin comrade
who considers o streetear the lawful
right and only place to cleansa his
foul, yellow fsngs with o filthy ex-
cuss for a handikorchief.

But of nll the cavedwellers who
consider the publie wsirestear thelr
habitat, the most nauseous and Inex-
cusable is the one who puts In his
whole time on a streetear manicuring
his fiithy talons, a happy comrade in
the meantime cloansing his ears or
rolltng nosa plils. Then thersa s the
eave man that wpits, the one with the
dog, the pbese person who sits on you,

OBSERVER.

Why He Couldn't Live Here,
Mrs. Andrew Crosse: "Red Letter Days
of My Life.”

After =sitting an hour or two with
Walter Savage Landor, you would for-
get that he was an old man; he was
such stirring company and at all times
ihere was so much suggestlveness In
histalk. . « = I well remember &
fine burst of Landor’s eloguence n
tavor of republionn Institutions; and
when eapecially praising the Ameri-
cans, nmong whom he had many
friends, he concluded with the remark,
“But | could mnever live In Amarica,
because thsy have no cathedrals and
stained glass™

Welght of Ontx
PORTLAND, Bept. 35.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—How many pounds are thers in
» bushel of oats in Oregon? Is the
walght ¢f a bushel the samae through-
out the United Buus!s
A SUBSCRIBER.

A bushel of onts in Oregon walghs
33 poupds. In other statas the welght
ranges from 3% to 3¢ pounds,




