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WET VS. DRY IN MAINE

The deplorable feature of the latest
bitter Malne contest over prohibition
{s that lts results =mre inconclusive,
whether the officlal returns shall show
the stite to have voted wet or dry.
The margin is very small. If the drys
have won, they have achleved & poor
victory, for the most obvious conse-
quence s that 60,000 people will have
undertakean to enforce their will as (o
the sale and consumption of liguor
upon u vigorous protesting minority
of nearly 80,000. Sixty thousand can-
not vote 120,000 dry in Maing or any-
where else. The prohibition law will
be more than ever a mock and a bur-
lesque,

The towns voted wet and the coun-
try dry In Maine. In other words,
the country has attempted 1o prevent
sale and use of liguor in the larger
centers of population. Experience
shows that it cannot be done, The
people of Maine know it and show It
in increasing numbers, A tle vote on
prohibition is a mighty change from
the 46,000 dry majority in 1884, It
would seem that many hid changed
thelr minds—mora probably than
have admitted it by thelr votes.

Why do many people vote dry who
know that state prohibition is not
practicable? It is a puzzle. Soms,
no doubt — probably many— vote
agninst thelr own Jjudgment to ease
their consclence, which will not per-
mit them to allgn themselyes with
the saloons. Yet they bring into be-
ing an Instltution intinitely worse than
the saloon—the blind pig, run by the
lawless and criminal rum - selier.
Others think that a poor law is bet-
ter than no prohibitory law. Others
think i & moral question admitting of
no compromise. Yet there is noth-
ing intrinsically immoral in either the
use or sale of liquor.

If Maine should be able to get out
from under the blight of an Ineffec-
tive constitutional prohibition, and
enact a practicable local option law,
it would give the authority of law and
of & reasonable popular sentiment to
real prohibition for communities that
want it, and officinl and honest regu-
jation of liguor-selling for communi-
ties that do naot want prohibition and
will not have it. How can the cause
of temperance be bettér, or so well,
promoted?

AS THE “"HEATHEN" SEE US.

Mr,_Saint Niha! Singh, a well-
known Hindu journalist, traveler and
contributor to London newspapers,
writes of Amerlcans most unflatter-
ingly “A stranger meets with im-
pudent notice in the United States,”
he save By strangers he means
Asiatlcs since In his scathing criti-
clsm of American manners he men-
tions onlv his own counirymen and
the Chinese us “strangers” to bhe sin-
gled out, stared at or hooted as they
pass ulong the streelx.

Upon landing on the Paciflc Coast
of the United States he complains
that he was followed by boys and
girls in droves along the sidewalks,
“velling, screaming and ealling him
all munner of names'” As he wWas
hearded he was advised by these un-
disciplined voung Americans *“to get
a shave;” he was told to *ekidoeo,”
and greeted with shouts of “23 for
vou." Belng only a heathen, albeit
a pundit of high degree, he did not
understand the meuning of these im-
pudent words and phrases, hut he
subsequentiy learned that thsy meant
“get-ye-gone.” This information fin-
gpired Mr. Singh to write as follows:

Got ye gons' Thot was the waloome
Americs gave me when 1 lunded on the
continent; hut that was not the last of thal
kingd af welecome that the people of the
United States werp to accenrd me during
my extended sajourn

in the land of the
Siars and Stripes. The very first impres-

slony 1 formed of America was It rude-
ness ta strangers of different appearance
from the cltizens of the land The vory
first conclualom T arrived mt in tha Tni-

ted States wan the fmct that | wonld have
te put up with a great deal of Impertinant
notice. It was providential that the very
first day of my arrival on the continent, I
regiviered a& vow not 1o permit myselfl to
be tormented by the ungentlemanly, and lo!
the ungentlowomanly sattention puid to my
brown visage and raven-black halr; for had
1 allowed myself to be disoomfortad
by Amarican rudeness, 1 cartsinly would
havg sean the inside of & lunatle asxylum
within the first aix months of my residence
tn the United Btates

Specifylng further of the ignorance
and rudeness with mhich he was
treated in this land of the free, this
eminent journalist tells of a woman
who mistook -his turban for a surgical
bandage anfi asked him the nature
of the aceldent that had befallen him.
Another —an “aldish woman''—
brought a wet towel and rubbed his
forehead in the attempt to “‘rub off
the brownlsh black stain."

After further rehearsal of his in-
dignities which he suffered svhérever
he went, Mr. Singh charitably and In
a Christlan spirit which ls supposed
to ba quite foreignm to the heathen
breast, cvoncludes that “refinement
cannot ba expected In men and wo-
men whose parents were backwoods
people, cut off from communication
with old civilizations, engaged In
rudimentary farming in a flerce
struggle with nature, and who them-
selves have no time for anything else
gave chasing madly after the al-
mighty dollar.” He adds: *“When
Americans have a little leisure and
some Inclination to be introspective
they will doubtless outgrow their
burly manners—but not before.”

We rize from a perusal of the esti-
mate that Is plaged upon Americans
“hy this proud representative of an
older civilization, profoundly thankful
that thers Is some hope for us s &
people, though the “Telsure” neces-
sary to bring about a reformation in
our burly manners is not yet in sight.
Humbly we must admit the truth of

the {ll-manners of our boys and girls
as displayed toward the Aslatics who
land upon our shores; the ungentle-
womaniiness of the attempt to rub
away the racial staln upon the pun-
dit's forehead with a wat towel: the
fgnorance that mistook his turban
for n surgical bandage and the “male
nonchalance” with which any opinjon
that s not original in America was
received.

Of course, we cannot be expected
to plead gullty to all the sins of omis-
sion and commission with which this
learned Hindu chargea us, but we
cannot ignore the fact that Asiatics
are treated, at least upon the Paclfic
Coast, in most unmannerly fashlon.
and that our children, reflecting the
tempeér of thelr elders, treated the
dignified scholar from the Far East
with seoffing and derizion that ill be-
comes the children of a people that
has spent millions of dolikrs in the
attempt to educate “‘the heathen™ In
manners and morals. But we are
duly grateful for the possibility, as
suggested, that when our civilization
iz older we will know more.

—

THE TWO CHARTER COMMISSIONS.

The propasal to harmonize the work
of the two charter commissions should
recelve reapectful consideration. from
both bodles. It has been made with
the greatest sincerity, and with mno
other purpose than to promole the
success of commission government in
Portland. Everybody can 3seo for
himsolf that two oposing charters are
likely to defeat erch other. The vote
which favors commission governmeant
will be divided between them, while
the vote which is hostila to the plan
will be cast solidly against both. Thse
resuit cannot be doubtful. The com-
poting charters will be rejected and
the city will continue under its present
defective system.

Harmony between the two commis-
sions does not appear to be impossible
by any means. There Is agreement to
begin with upon a number of funda-
mental points. Each board has fixed
upon fAve commissioners. The sal-
aries are not very far apart and the
terms of oflice and elections are about
the same., This furnishes an excellent
basls for econsultation and possible
compromlizse.

It Is fair and right that the people
of Portland should have an opportu-
nity to vote upon the question of a
commlssion government pure and sim-
ple. This is more important than any
of the other questions which have
béen discussed by the respective
boards, and If It is not carried at the
election, all the rest will be of no con-
Eequence.

CONSPIRACIES AMONG THE STATES.

The Medford Mull-Tribune ought to
be happy. It has succeeded In inveig-
ling The Oregonian Into a discussion
of its fantastic and impossible scheme
for railway-rate regulation through
the initiative with much conssquent
fres advertising for the Medford pa-
per. It makes mo difference fto the
Mall-Tribune, of course, that the en-
terprising and entirely sane people of
Medford are llkewise being widely ad-
vertlaed as being behind an absurd
and preposterous proposal, for rail-
way rate-making by the initiative is
the very last word in leglslative de-
mentia. The people of Medford can
of coursa approve no such. thing. That
trafflc bureau must be either a myth
or a joke.

The Medford paper now has a dou~
ble-column eaditorial page article on
the rate situation”in Oregon. It i= &
great deal longer than it is wise. Its
quality may bs judged from its cita-
tlon of the Federal Constitution as
expressly prohibiting conferences be-
tween the gtate railway commissions
and the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission. This from the Mail-Tribune:

what Joes the Foderal Constitution say
about this? Why, this “No miste shail
entor Into any treaty, aillance or ponfedera-
tlon ant no state shall, without“the consent
of Congress anter Inlo ARy Agresment orF
campact with another state.” According to
thy columns of The Oregonlan such w con-
ference ham taken piace, and this s with-
out the consent of Congross, As Congress has
not given such right to the Interstaie Com-
merce Commisslen, who munt determine the
reasonabisnass of frelght rates —“after full
hearing upen a complaint'’ elther by a com-
plafnant or upon its own motion, and not
by “executive sesvlon ns in the case of the
reported rate conference referred to by The
Oreguniun, 'Treason la defined Iin the Con-
stitution as “adhering to their engmies, giv-
Ing them nld and comfort,” and ls not such
“axocutive gessione’” as commended by The
Oregonian, as ends fo fixing reasonable
freight rates o mity to the United States,
therefore treasonahlie?

All this Is outright idiocy. If there
{s the slightest sense in or validity to
thi= extraordinary assumption that
the staies have no right to confer
through thelr delegations or commis-
sions, the House of Governors, in ses-
slon in New Jersey, is a conspiring
board of traltors, the Pacific Highway
Commission a company of outlaws
And the Legislatures of Oregon and
Washington, which pasesd uniform
fish laws. a body—two bodles—ol
enemies of thelr country.

e——
—_—
WHY THE DEATH PENALTY?

The Oregonian and Mr. Kem, who
writes from Cottage Grove, ought to
have no grent difficulty about agree-
ing on the question of capital punish-
ment. Mr. Kem is kind enough to
say that he finds his visws In har-
mony with much The Oregonian says.
That i= pleasant and not unmerited,
wo think. The Oregonian is giad to
=ay that it 1s In entire harmony with
much that Mr. Kam says

But The Oregonian will venture to
suggest to Mr. Kem that he read
agaln the articls which he criticlses;
then we rather think he may colncide
with all The Oregonian says. The
Oregonlan did not, and does -not, in-
sist upon capital punishment for all
murderers, ax Mr. Kem appears 1o
think. It did not in that ardcle make
any argunent for capital punishment.
On the contrary, It expressly based its
objection to the commutation of
Webb's sentence on the averlasting
meddling”’ with the course of justice
by sentimental Governors and techni-
cal courts,

The Oregonian would not have its
correspondent thus to inderstand that
it does mot favor capltal punishment.
It thinks there should be a death pen-
alty for crimes of pecullar atrocity
and ecaleulated horror, or of treason-
able significance and Natlonal conse-
quence, It is not easy for The Ore-
gonian to concede that anything less
than the death penpalty should have
been inflicted on John Wilkes Booth,
or Gulteau, or Czolgosz; and it feels

that mnot the slightest hesitation
should be manifested or expressed
about the extermination of such

monsters as the murderers of littls
Barbara Holzrman, or the Hill family,
or Mrs. Wehrman and her Innocent
child.

It would be well, we think, to leave
to the courts—the jury—the deter-
mination of the punishment for mur-
der in the first degree. Some states
give the jury that finds the murderer

l;nllty the opflon of saylng whether
he shall die or go to prison for life.
| Who so well qualified to determine
the special circumstances of a erime,
and the exact accountability of the
homicide, as the men who try him?

1f Mr. Kem will examine the
World's Almanac (page 342) he will
find the statistics for which he asks.
There I= a shocking disparity between
| the percentages of murderers convict-
| ed in thé United Steftes and on the Hu-
ropean continent, In Germany the
convictions =average 95 per cent; in
the United States 1.3 per cent. What
can have made this awful difference
but the universal tenderness in this
country for the murderer, the toler-
ance of the courts for the tricks, shifts
and evasions of lawyers, and the gen-
eral public tolerance of such toler-
ance? If the United States could
achieve & record of 95 per cent of
., convictions In homicide trials, there
would be vastly fewer murders,
whether the penalty were desth or
mere imprisorment.

IMMIGRATION NOW AND FIFTY YEARS
AGO.

Immigration was ths tople of The
Oregonian fifty years ago, 0s it is to-
duy. The Oregonian told of “ad-
vanced partles of emigrants” arriving
at The Dalles and sald they had not
been so far troubled by Indians. A
large body of lmmigrants was then
coming west under military egcort and
was expected in the Willametie Val-
ley some time in October. The artl-

cle says further:

Weo supposa that some wliil stop on the
east slde of the mountains. There is some
good {arming country, both In Washington
Territory and Oregon, oast of the Cascadoes.
The opening of the mines will bring farmers
enst of the mountains a good marksl ...
e suppose the lsrgest portion of emli-
grants will come to thls valley. They can
make themselves mors comfortable here for
the Winter than In any other part of this
Coast, Provisions are cheap, goed and
plenty, and the amigranis can find employ-
ment Most of them should push up Into
the walley. They will find cablns and houses
whare they can stay for the Winter—mako
themuelves comfortable, and then look round
and mee what they best can do to further
their designs in coming here. Farms can
be bought echeap; wild lands can be lad
from 33 to §7 an acre. If purchasers should
appear, the great claimn which injure the
country can be bought up and  divided
among Industrious beginners—a thing we
should be very glad to see . . . The
mania for mining, which carrles off old
settlers to the mines, will glve an oppor-
tusilty to-rent farms te advantage oF buy
them.

We caution our emigrants from induig@g
too much In the plctures that fancy has
pitinted on their mindg In regard to the ap-
pearance of this valley and the fmprove-
ments of ths country. We certalnly have
good wsolly, fine climate, excellent timbaer,
water an(l o great many other advaniages,
but we require Iaboy to develop the waorth
of Oregon.

The artlcle goes on to say the Wil-
lamette Valley can furnish homes for
200,000, but has only 35.000. tells
of the opening for immigrants in
Washington Territory and Incidentally
mentions that thero s only one saw
and flour mill in the Gray's Harbor
country, and that on the Chehalis.

Though conditions have changed
wonderfully in fifty years, they are the
same in two respects—that labor is
easentinl to success and that large
holdings of land need (o be broken
up into small ones. The population
of the Willamette Valley has far sur-
passed the estimate of 200,000 awhich
it would support, and now we have
ralsed the figure Lo 5,000,000 as the
possible population. In another Afty
vears it may have passed 5,000,000
and a new limit far beyond that fig-
ure may have been set.

.
t

A FOOLISH CONTROYVEERSY,

A regrettable difféerence has arisen
between (Governor Cole L., Blease, of
South Carelina, and our highly es-
teemed contamporary, the New York
Times. The fons et orige of the
trouble seems to have been some sen-
timents to which Governor leaes
gave utterance in an address before
the stata convention of Confedorats
Veterans at Columbla. It was this
city, the reader will remember, which
burst into flames one night when
Sherman was on his march northward
{rom the penetration of the South. and
thers has heen controversy ever since
as to who started the conflagration.
Some say the Confederates set firs to
the town for reasons similar to those
which made the Russians burn Mos-
cow when Napoleon was in Winter
quarters there. Great quantitics of
cotton were amassed at Columbia
which it was feared might fall Into
the hands of the hated Yankees,
Henes thers was a motive for kindling
the fire, but it may not have been suf-
ficlent to induce any of the Confeder-
ates actually to apply the torch. The
other storv Is that Sherman’s troops
bpurned Columbia either under orders
from thelr officers or because they
wished to vent thelr passionate ani-
mosity against the city and the state
of which It wan=s the capital.

We dare say the controversy will
never he settled. " The event huppened
a long lime ago. As the Times re-
marks, the elty has been rebullt in
much bettér style than it ever knew
before the war, and its inhabitants are
thriivng, partly by the ald of Nerth-
ern capltal.  In these circumstances
it seems llke & work of superfluity to
revive the old dlspute and seek to ex-
cite the flerce old passions. But Gov-
ernor Blease belongs to a class of men
who thrive on dead disputes and fat-
ten on animositles which mora civil-
fzed persons wish to see buried fath-
oms deep. Southern politics has
passed through several interesting
stages since the close of the war. Im-
medtately following Lincoln's death
thers was whsat amounted to an at-
tempt to enslave the blacka again by
indirect methods. Then came recon-
struction, whose barbaric reign of
thievery was only brought to an end
by the more savage barbari=m of ths
Ku Klux Klan, combined with o grow.
ing inclination to justice and commeon
sense in the North. With the final
withdrawal of the ¥Federal troops by
Pranident Hayes the South began &
new life. The consegquences of the
war were frankly accepted by the nat-
ural leaders, who tried to turn the
people into the almost forgotien paths
of peaceful industry.

These mnatural leadors were the
members of the old Southern families
who had been slaveholders, owners of
large plantations and foremost in poli-
tics up to the end of the war. But
they were not to have thelr will with-
ou opposition. In antagonism to
th arose & new get of leaders of a
far more demagogic and less admira-
ble type. These were men of the Till-
man, Vardaman, Jeff Davis and Blease
variety. Originating from the “poor
white” class, they detested the old
aristocracy and appealed to the baser
passions of the Ignorant whites for
support. The men of the best faml-
lies were never vindictive toward the
negroes. The Vardamans and Bleases
made negrophobia the foundation of
their statesmanship, If it can be called
by that name. Race hatred was their
one and only theme. Everlastingly

“

and continually they have yawped |1S DEATH PENALTY WARRANTED?
| Mr. Kem Doubts 1t, and Wants to Be

about the danger of “social equality,”
the svils of “miscegenation,” the pros-
pect that the daughters of the whites
would be forced to wed negroes, and
20 on through the whole misersble
catalogue of false apprehensions in-
tended to deceive. Race hatred and
race pride have responded to their
wretched appeals, as might have been
expected. When a poor white has
nothing else tp be proud of, you can
always win his heart by talking about
*the great white race” of which he is
such & lovely sample. It Is this kind

of rubbish which has made Tillman, j

Vardaman and Jeff Davis Senators.
Blease expects it to serve him in
South Carolina as well as it did Til-
man.

Mingied with Blease's hatred of the
blacks is an equal hatred for the
“Yankees,” though policy compels him
to keep the latter under.a more or
less decent vell. At a meeting of Con-
federate veterans he could permit it io
appear (o the form of a half-forgotten
accusation agalnst Sherman and his
troops, in the hope that it would win
yotes for him without exciting much
contempt. In the course of his ad-
dress Governor ~Blense took occasion
to berate Sherman for all the havoc
his soldlers wrought on their march
through the South. Such talk Is non-
sen=e, Sherman was Wwaging war, not
paying a neighborly visit, and Wwar
means devastation. His declared
purpose, approved by Lincoln, was to
tear the heart out of the Cenfederacy,
and he did it. * To execute his mis-
slon he necessarily destroyed property
and deprived & great many peoplg of
their means of subsistence. But his
mercllessness was the truest mercy,
inasmuch as it brought the war to a
cloze, or helped materially to do so.
The Southern Hrigadlers had taught
their dupes the deceptive expectation
that war could be waged without loss
of property or suffering, pain and sor-
row. Sherman taught the pitiful truth
of the matter.

But, 8s we have sald, all that was
half a century ago. /[he past Is past.
Why continue to harp upon it and tear
open the healing wounds?
far-off, forgolten things and battles
long ago” have their place in poetry
and history, but there is no reason
in the world why neighbors should for-
ever wrangle over them. Let the dead
past bury its dead.

Senator Bailey will return to Texas
a =adly disappointed man. His aspir-
atlons to the Democratic leadership
wors blighted at the last regular ses-
slon, even if they had not already
been destroyed by the taint of Stand-
ard Oil. He was out of harmony with
his party on the tariff and his cham-
plonship o©f Lorimer injured him.,
His renewed attempts to assert him-
self ‘at the regular session failed, for
lia was turned down as to the Lorimer
inquiry and was glven a dressing
down by John Sharp Willlams which
mortified him deeply. He sees that
the Democrats refuse to follow him
and that they are inclined te turn to
thé vallant Mississipplan as a Moses,
though Willlams In the eyes of the
Senate is but a voungster. Therefore
Batley will go to New York and con-
sola himself with fat law fees for hlis
ut:scuril)’.

The prediction that the postal banks
would bring hoarded money to light
seems to be verified In Portland. Moldy
coins from damp hiding places are
flowing In. Perhaps if the $5600 Hmit
were raised a little the effect wonld be
more noticeable. In time the present
restrictions will be eased up perhaps
and the banks will become as useful
as they are in England. But, after
all, postal banks are a minor affair.
They afford a grain or two of comfor
but the parcels post is what we really
negd.

The gasy virtue of his parigshioners
has compelled the minister who mar-
riad Astor and Miss Force to leave
his pulpit. The righteousness which
consists In condemning other peopls
is facile and cheap. Persecution lends
it & shade of meaftiness which It might
otherwise lack. Dozens of men more
wicked than Astor are married every
day by minlsters, but since they are
too Inconspleuous to shed notoriety on
thelr critles, no clamor arises.

Confidence in Uncle Sam as a bank-
er was exemplified both in this clty
and Seattle by the eagerness with
which depogltors sought the security
and benefits of the postal savings
bank. Our venerable Uncle is the one
custodlan of savings who is not in the
least influenced by hard times and
who is superior to the wiles of de-
faulting bank presidents and cashiers.

If United States soldiers obey or-
ders given in a tone of military com-
mand without knowing the giver has
authority, they may find themselves in
the ridiculous position of the German
troops who meekly cobeyed the orders
of a burglar to march away while ho
robbed & whole town,

Anxiety of children to learn trades
iz a good sign of the times. A trade
at one's fingers’ ends is always a good
thing to have, whether It is followed
or not. 4
—

Germany proposes that France do
all the hard work of subdulng and
governing Morocco and let her reap
most of the harvest. Germany was
never noted for her modesty.

In getting rid of his wife by di-
vorce rather than hatchet, a Chicago
Chinaman shows the merit of Chris-
tian Influence.

1t might be advisable for the soci-
ety mgen and women to open a card
index of their ex-husbands and wives.
Real estate sales of business cor-
ners In . Portland at $250,000 show
there is life in the Pacific Northwest.

l

“When even New York bars the Bin-
ford moving plctures, they must be fit
subjects for a moral disinfectant,

. Why talk against child marriage in
India when a Georgla woman is
grandmother of three at 30?

¥all wedfher has begun early, but
cheer up; Indlan Summer may be so

much longer when It comes.

wns for a city beautiful would
better contain & scheme of portable
roofs for freaky weather,

Well, the rains will make the grass
good and the stock will be fat, and
“wa'll all have money."”

Late figures indifate that Maine will
continus to be the “‘weltest” dry state
in the DUnion !

Let *“old.,

Showmn.

COTTAGE GROVE, Or., Sept, 11.—
(To the Editor.)—I have just rea.d
with much interest The Oregonlan’s
reply to Humanitarian, relative to the
pardoning of Jesse Webb by the Gov-
¢rnor. If certaln things you allege are
true I agree with you.

The Oregonian says: “The Ore-
gonian did not want Webb hanged
for the sake of hanging Webb; 1t does
not want any ona hanged. But it 1s
sure that certain and swift punish-
ment of murder and of all grave of-
fenses Is a deterrent of crime and a
protection to society.”

The sole purpose of the law Is to
protect life and property. in order to
protect life the law should hesitate
at nothing that will accomplish that
end. If the hanging of & murderer
will protect socisty, then, without ques-
tion, murderers should be hanged,
But does it? The Oregonian eeems
to be s=ure that it does. It evidently
has facts and fAgures upon which to
base such a positive conclusion about
s0 grave a matter. 1 have never been

ERY soon F. Hopkinson Smith, au-
thor, artlst and the engineer who
built & Government lighthouss and two
gea walls, and the foundation for the
Bartholdl statue of liberty, wiil cele-

brate his 734 birthday. He has again
come into the limelight just now. us
the author of a first-class new novel of
the South, “Kennedy Square,” in which
he plctures the South of 60 years ago
and the Baltimore of his boyhood.
has caught very deftly the atmosphers
of Bouthern gentllity, and has a more
than interasting
character remarkable for his strcngth
pelng the hero's uncle, St. Georga Wil-
mot Temple. 1t is refreshing 1o read
of tha delizhtful relations existing be-
tween the oM-fashioned bachelor, Tem-
ple, and & nephew whom he practically
adopts as his own son. Together they
rend the poems oOf Edgar Allan Foe,

able yet to secure statistics that con-
vinced me that the hanging of mur-
derers was the best, or aven any. safe-
guard to soclety. However, I am open
to convietion. If The Oregonlan, has
evidence showing conclusively that
murder is more prevalent In states that
have abolished capital punishment
than In those that still visit the death
penalty, I, with thousands of others,
would like to hawe it, and The Ore-
gonian would be doing the public a
real favor by publishing it

Again, you say, "“The consequences
of manslaughter ought to be sure and
terrible; there would then be as little
homicids in America as there is in
England and Germany."

Wil vou kindly give through The
Oregonian the number of capital of-
fenses, per capita, commlitted in Eng-
land and Germany and the number
punished by death, also the same {n
the United States?

I agree with much of the editorial
artlels and with more information

ay T svith all of it.
el 0. M. KEM.

GRANDSTAND PLAY BY GOVERNOR

Swedlsh Correspondent Condemns Come-
muiation of Webb Sentence.

PORTLAND, Sept. 11.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—I have read The Orégonian edl-
torin] comment on the late action of
the Governor of this state, Oswald
West, In commuting Murderer Webb's
sentence at the last moment Lo prison
instend of permitting the law to he
carried out. First 1 want to assure
The Oregonlsn that every good citizen
of this state agrees with it In denounc-

“ing the Interference of West In this

cass. By what authority of law can
this man who Is temporarily holding
the office of Governor avail himself of
this grandstand play and set aslde the
verdict of the courts and juries of this
state? Kindly enlighten many of your
Ewedish readers on the law of this
state In serious instances of this char-
acter? Does the Iaw of this state per-
mit & man who is holding the office of
Governor to make, a mockery of the
vardict of courts and jurles and to walt
until the last moment to attract at-
tention dramatically to himself by set-
ting aside the rightecus judgment pro-
nounced upon this murderer by courls
and jury and shielding him from paying
the penalty for his attroclous erime?
And now listen to the explanation
and reason given by Governor Oeswald
West for interfering with the law and
justice In this case: He dld it on ac-
count of appeals made to him by his
1ittla daughtar, and he further adds
that if the people of this state dis-
approve of his action they must make
thelr complaint to his daughter. What
a bright statesmanlike uttérance this
No man, ever deserved golng to the
gallows more than this murderer, Webb.
The erlme which he committed In the
City of Portlund, and County of Mult-
nomah, cries to heaven far Vengennce,
Can the public concelve of a mors
diabollest! erime than the omne com-
mitted by this sames murderer who has
been spared from paying the penalty.
Poor Johnson, lured to a room, plied
with llquor, murdared, eut up and his
body packed in a trunk, and carted to
the depot to be ahipped away, to aveld
detection. This s the foul erlme com-
mitted by Webb for the $§1600 that
poor Johnson possessed and which.rep-
resented his 1fe savings. For this
erime Webb was sentenced to be hanged
and rightly so after trimla which cost

the taxpayers of this ocounty many
thousanda of dollars, but West, the
Governor,  steps in and prevegts this

murderer from paying the penalty. Has |

he by lnw a right to do this? We ask
The Oregonian to publish this letter
and answer thls gquestion, and oblige
many of 1ts Swedish readers.

Kindly answer also in your paper
when the term of office of Oswald
West expires as Governor of this stste.

ALFRED PETEHSON.

The Governor has tha legal right to
commute the sentence of a murderer
no matter how atroclous his erime.
Governor West's term of office explres
January 11, 1815

Election Rights of Convicta.

WOODBURN, Or., Sept. 10.—(To the
Editor.)—Please answer these ques-
SUBSCRIBER.

tions:

Has a convict on parole the right to
vote at the clty election?

No.

Has a convict who has heen pardoned
without having his citizenship rights
restored, the right to vote on any muni-
cipal law?

Yes, unless the pardon shows on its
face that it does not restors his voting
right

If complaint is made against such
conviet's registering, should the com-
plaint be made against the reglstrar
also?

If there is objection to his reglater-
ing. It should be made to the County
Clerk.

Team Subjeet to Lien.
PORTLAND, Sept. 10.—{(To the Edi<
tor.)—Pleass answer the Tfollowing

questions in The Oregonlan.
OLD SUBSCRIBER.

Can a man driving and tending to a
team take a llan on or attach the team
to eollect wages overdue, provided sald
team has already been mortguged by
another party?

in orider to collect the wages he can
attach It subject to the mortgage, the
sams ns any other kind of personal
property can be attached

1s thera.any millitary organlzation or
soclety known as veterans of forelgn
service, or veterans of Phillppina serv-
fce In Portland?

There are the Unlted Spanish War
Veterans and Order of the Carabou.

Land Grant Appeal.
PORTLAND, Bept. 10.—{(To the Edl-
tor.)—Please atats whether or not the
Oregon-California land grant case has

been appealed—If #0, to what court?
SUBSCRIBER,

The cass has not been appealed, but
probiably will be after it comes to trial.
The 8. P. Company filed its answer last
wetk.

Many Kinds of Land Serip.
PORTLAND, Sept. 11.—{(To the Edi-
tor.)—Pleass state what use can be
made of United States land scrip. Wil
the Government redeem TUnited States
jand serlp by paving for it with cash?
SUBSCRIBEHR.

What kind of land scrip? There are

and enteriain the poet —awho is drunk

—at dinner,
Temple's bank faolls, and hs is com-
hunt-

pelied to part with hils favorite
ing guns, the family loving cup—anid
| his dogs - This latter scene has real

noblllty in it:

Up the kitchen flight the dogs tumbled—
not one at a time, buat mll n
bounding straight at him.
over his face and *hands th
ing his clothes—each I
his lap—>blg Gordon sol
swept them off and arranged
before his armehalr, with ¥
to the carpet, thair brown o
lowing hHis every movement

*Todd says you estl oo miuch, ¥you d—da
ritscais’' Templa erie \y enforced gayety,
leaning forward, & ing his finger in thelr
faces ~whnt the devil do you mean, coms-
| Ing Into a gentleman's private DL Lmer
|'und eatlng him out of house and homei-—
and that's what you're dOLRE. I'm going to
sall Fou!—do you heuar thut 7—soll to
sume stingy curmudgeon who'll
danth. aod that's what youd
ale Come here, Floe—you dear old ¢
fe. you—nice Fioe! . H Dancéy—
f‘uperl—Suc!" They were all in hils arms,
thelr cold noses snuggled gnder his warm
chin Bat this time he d4ldn't care what
they did io his clothes—nor what he did to
them. He wos alone, Todd had gone down
to the kitehan—only he ami the foyur com-
panions so dear to his heart “Come here.

al
Lthe

¥ flaz
gate eycs fol-

vou imp of the devil,™ nu oo nued, rubblng
Fioe's ears—he loved her be pinohing her
noge until her testh showed, patting her

flanks, crooning over her as= a womaa would
over a child, ln[k!\ng 10 himself all the ime,
. -

Anthony Hope, whose Iatest noval,
‘“Mrs. Maxon Protests” was published
jast May, has returned to London from
a tour of the Continent. This month
he goes to Overstrand, where he has o
small houss, and will occupy it with his
family for the next two wecks.

L] . -

Anne Wamer French, of St Paul,
Minn., who s preparing to take up her
permanent resldence with her family
in Engiand, has written a love romance
called “When Woman Proposes,”
which will be brought out with col-
ored [llustrations and decorated text
pages for the approaching holldays,
Anne Warner's best known book i3
“Phe Rejuvenatlion of Aunt Rary.”

. -
Margaret Deland is in the heart of
leave

the Mgina woods, and will not
camp life for her Boston home untll
after her new novel, “The Iron Wo-

man"” is published.
.

In less than three months since its
publication, Henry 5. Harriszon's noval,
“Queen,” has reached 50,000 coples, al-
| though 1t is the first book Ly this
author and has had to sell on its own

| marits.

'. .
| Wells Hastings 18 an exampla of the
business man in literatare. He Iz dl-

rector in four manufacturing compa-
nies. He wrote in collaborution with
Brian Hooker, his sameta at Yaie,

“The Professor's Mystery,” ona of the
fictlonal successes of the spring season
Another mystery story, the exciusive
work of his pen, will probably be ready

for publication late In the Fall
- . -

“35 yon have had a long siege of
nervous prostration? she Bnld to the
haggurd author. “What caused it7
Overwork?"”

\ “In & way, yes,” he answerad woeakly.
|- *f tried to do a novel with a Robert

W. Chambers haro and a Mary E. Wil-
kins heroine)'—Life.

“Which woulai ;.-{?u r?lr.'ner be, & poet
or a musician?' “A poet. People aren’t
so liable to be disturbed while you are
practicing.”—Washington Star.

- - -

Jetfery Farnol, author of “The Broad
Highway,” 'Is at work at his homa in

| Kent, England, on & new novel, but thia
probably will not be ready for book
publication until the autumn of 1812
apd it must appear serially in some

American magazine,
- - -

vacation between Kittery Foint,

and Europe.

a country he has not visited for years,
- -

“aA Living Without by an
anonymous author, is 1
weok by the Harpers

of hope for the unsuccessful p
al man growl oid in alty,

a
o
i

Me3SUES

1= A
rofession-
: with
the fear of the future always before

= the

hls eyes. The book s o Luman docu-
ment of the experiences of a man who
him: the slavery of ity

|.1<:n. benind un clts
|Ilfi~. His trained mind found over-
| lnoked opportunities In the country,
| where his activities et witl ‘
competition. The author prints out in
a helpful, practical manner paths to

independent living in the country.
. . .

Howard Pryle Is in Florence, where
he expects to remaln savaral months,
devoting most of his time to writing
rather than painting. He is engoaged
upon a series for "Harper's Magazine,"
which he will {llustrate.

. . .
Hundreds of children have writtey
I'to Mrs. Burnott expressing thelr appre-
clation of “Little Lord Fauntleroy,” but
she says that she has never before re-
celved so many letters regarding a
book as are now coming to her In ra-
gard to "“The Secret Garden.” Thess
letters began with the first install-
ntent of the serial in a monthly maga-
zing ahd have continued in an unin-
terrupted stream. A few of them are
the usual crank letters, but mos=t
from children, full of artless enthus-
tfasm, while a considerable percentase
comes from adults who like the optl-
mistic thought of t boolk.
.

he
of Garibaldl's

The [ifth anniversary
entrance into Rome falling Septembaor
w0, it is hoped to bring out by that
diate the concluding volume of George

great Itallan liberator.
-

“Syndicallsm and Labor in Europe and
the United Kingdom.” The object of
the book s to ascertain what elffect
ugendleallsm’ (the French doctrine of
the gencral strike) is likely
upon labor disputes in England.

- -

Willlam F. Kirk. a New York news-
paperman, the poet laureate of those
famous pggregations of baseball piay-
ers known as “Giants” and Yankees,”
has prepared a velume of poems and
tmitation poems based upon baseball
Hfs that will be found highly amusing
by devotees of the National game. The
volume, which bears the exciting title,
“Right Off the Bat,” is lllusirated by
B. B. Martin, an associate of Mr. Kirk
in hils newspaper work, as waell as in
this literary venture. The book is ded-
fcated tn Johm MeGraw, “the school-
master of baseball”™

- -

William De Morgan’'s forthcoming
novel, which has been snnounced ag
“RBianca.” will appear next month un-

probably 100 kinds.

der tha title of “A Likely Story.”

scramble, |

ara |

Sir Arthur Clay, Bart,, has completed ,

He ;

{

tero and heroine, one |

Contempt Prooteding Not fnspired By
E L of A
PORTLAND, Or., BSept. 11.—(To the
Edltor.)—It has been suggested that
the recent contempt proceading grows-
ing out of the enforcement of the ve-
hicle ordinance, which involved three
of the clty offlcials, was brought about
by enemles of the present administra-
tion. Inasmuch as ths writer was one
of the attorneys in the attack on the
ordinance and who instituted the con=-
tempt proceeding, he knows such a con-
tention to be erroneous and absurd and

| sarves only to prevent the responsibll-
| ity tor the clt¥'s troubles from settling

whera {t should.

The merchante who operates free de-
lHvery wagons for the benefit of the
pubila have fought these ordinances be-
cause they ve wuniformly violatsd
practically every printiple of taxation.
If vehlcles of all descriptions must be

-

llcansed, there {s.no just reason why
the burden so Imposed should not ba
distributed in proportion to the benefits
received. The merchants who operate
free dellver for the accommodation

of thelr customers should not be com-

pellied to v as much proportionately
ns the man who charges 50 cents or 51
for the same service,

any reason why one me

pay for operating free del

18TC

h latter wer
wilful disregard
declaring
instance,

the .
fo

ance

+3556 In
thosa pe ¥
a lleense und
Even before

entered the Cou

dinatice, No. 2.

clause, with

w 1 did not eh
w who Is

blunders which

to the people on b

And were thao
through wllfulness,
difference?

The I
master
equsal
conform

Iguora

¢ altampts

rimin

{ cour

to the

prineiples
tion In n tax, and
reason il as o body co
be expeetsd to go Into the legal
of the guestion. Howaver,
the writer that If the City
who, we will assume, s t
patriotic public offlclal, had davotad

L%

much time to these ordinances boforas
they weoro pasred ne ha did afterwards,
the difficulty *would have Leen el! -
natétl long ago. Let 1t ba sald that
three officlala who werd- haled
court, wer n tha performinge O
duty.as thay saw i{t. Th were merely

the victims of bad adv

Qf course the public
met and the stresls mtu bs keapt up,
but there is a right way and a wrong
way, and If the City rafusea to see the

lens must he

llght thera are brewkers ahead. e
might be suggested further, that there
are othar methods of taxation &and
other property that might be taxed
that would not only ralse & genero
revenus but would be far lesa opp
sive and obnoxlous, The tolephone,

telegraph and eleotrio lght companies
are using the streets more than vehlel

ownars and It Is i

L to bes regretted
they are not paying a llcense tax
scarring the landscaps of our clty with
unsightly poles. M. W, BEITZ.
—— i ——
EDUCATING DAUGHTERS OF
Occasional Deterlioration eof Young
Women on Leaving School.

Miss head of the
tashlonablo school which Miss Made-
leine Foree, Colonal Astor's flanec
attended, has written thls letter to the
New York Evening Poust:

“Parmit me to thank
editosial regard to the
duughters to worthless inl
wealth or rank.® XNot only
bs indignoant with the arran
ringe of & young girl with &
rous,’ but t 50 | !
aclety, wh
terms of :
flowers and
share with paren
of encournging

“ag00™

Clara B. Spence,

for your
lling
itors

you

in
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ne
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Willlam Dern Howslls is dividing his |
Me., |

He expects to reach Spain |

aMacaulay Travalyan's blography of the |

to have |

lead only to unhappin
“Many schools In our <
AT tly and learlessly try o
velop in their students Lhe t that
It seame mipossible to gy
character of some of tl
One of the most puthetic
a falthful teacher occasionally
(ono Is grateful that it occurs so
dom) is the tericration that com
A yOoung w 1 mlter o has been
srome time # warl environment
of her mot
“With
teacher Sees
was 20 reqe]
good and high resolv
world of rlashlon
whosa daliy lite ls

display and amussemant
ing aund wastefnl] of
“Every good s«
Its stu 1ty S0
future may be
ind In the
Hwve, Althoug
hos this |
glives
=ible for a pupll,

nergy
ia trylng to train
h in

e
y1

s

h

CO-0f
1 and

its standards, to L a wor part In
the great struggie® between good and
ovil,

“With deep gratitude wa recogmnliza
thuse parents of hl standard and nc
ble life who do keep the young com-
mitted to thelr care unspotted from the
world, and who gladly Jo with our
noblest tenchers in Impo
the principles on which
rests.”

Deportation of Foreigners.

ASTORIA, Sepr 10—(To the Edil-
tor.)—Can n foreigm-born sallor, di
charged from a vessel In an American
port, after taking out the first cltizen's

papers, be exported from this count

Furthermore will the Btate of Oro-
gon rocognlize a declaration of Inten-
tion mada in Calffornia. and after
compliance with the requirement -
sue full cltizen’s pupers? T. B

A foreigner can be deported at any
thme within three yoars, i 1L is 1o it
he has vielated the 'lmmig AW

Ha can be deported for

ac i \
Hmitations,

time within the statute of
which varies according to the nationnl
ity. To thse last question, yes.

i W~ o S RS
Licensecs for Private Stills,
BUXTON, Or, Sopt 10.—(To the FHdi
tor.)—1 would llke to o if n
{s allowed oy law in th

till his own products for hiz own
without a Meense, and If not, what is
the price of a licensa? C H, &
A person may not distill without a
Government lconse. The price of a
Voense varies according to the capacity
2f tha still, nformation can be ob-

‘ollac

talned from David M. Dunne, (
of T. S. Intarnal Revenuse, Portland
—— -

A Chlld's View of It
Chicago Record-Herald,
The childish daughter of the house
had been sent Into the parlor to enter-

taln the unexpected guest, The woman
tnquired, by Wy of making convereis
tion, where was the child's brother

“He's gone (o the school of ministera
to be pastorized,” she wax respectfully
informed.



