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FIXING OF TRUOSTH PRICES
When the head of the greatest trust
axpressas his deslire for Federal con-
trol and even for Federal price-fixing.
much progress has heon made towsard
trust reguiation: but Mr. Gary must
forgive us for asking for further par-

Hoeniars,. What shall bas the starting
point of regulationt What ahall he
tha basis of pricea? Thessa nre he

polnts of most Interest to the humble
and deapleed consumer who ultimately
paye the bill.

When Foderal control actoally be
Ean, the gquestion wounld arise Is the
eapitalizaton already existing toe be
aliowed to stand as the value of the
trust’s property or 1a it o be scaled
down to actual! value minus water?
Are the prices to be bas=sd on wateged
capltalisation or on real value? This
point s important, for the report of
Herbert Knox Smith, Commisstoner of
Corporatinns, aays that the steel trust,
theugh capitalized at §1,482,000.000,
has tangible property worth
$642.000,000, and has puld avermge
profits of 12 per cent on the money
Invested, though much of this s In
undeveloped and unworked property.
Tha consumer, who In alwayn gener-
ous, would protally be willing to pay
T per cent on the actual ipvestment.
that being the rate pald on preferred
wioek, but he would balk at 12 per
cent on that basis, much more at 12
per cont on the watered capital, which
is & large proportion of §500,000,000,

But the trust is expected to defend
its valuation on the ground that its
property has & “merger value.” That
brings up ths guestion of haw truste
mrrive &t thelr capitallzation Filrst,
of course, thera is tha wvalus of the
tangible property they acquire, which
probably bears the same relation to
~aplitalizged value as Mr Smith's §882..
800,000 bears to tha steel trust's §1.-

only

432,000,000, To this may be sdded
something for the good will of the in-
dividoal piants Then comes the
“merger value.” This Includes the

power of the trust, becanse It Is a trust,
ko ix and malntain prices higher than
would prevall In open competition. It
s a power derived solely from the
privilege of incorporation givan by the
government of stats or nation. If its
sxercise be allowed for the benaft of
the trust alons, the Government is In
effect Hocenaing the trust to practioe ex.
tortlon on its citisens, which I» repug-
nant to the republiecan form of govern-
ment All profit derived from this
power should ba Yopped off except such
part as will compeansate the captains of
Industry for organizing and managing
such glant corporations.

Next comes the economy (n opera=
tlan dus to ths comblination of many
plants undar one ownurahip. This s
the gresat argument ased In defense of
trusts, yet it, too, is due to the privi-
lege of Incorporation granted by gov-
arnment, stita or oatlen. This privi-
lege being derived from the commu-
pity, ita frults—namely, the savings—
should at least be shared with the
community,

Last comes the protective tariff. The
steel trust has been paying 7 per cent
on preferred and could have pald §
per cent on common stock. 1ts securl-
tiem would normally seil at or above
par ont a 7 per cent basis. After make
ing liberul allowance for the capital-
taed value of lts monepoly power and
af ita sconomica, & vani prop--_—ll-')n ar
s caplital must represent something
besides these values and Its tangible
property. It cannot be successfully
disputed that much of this capital s
aimply the protective tariff capitalized
When the Tarlff Board has ascertainsd
the comparative cost of producing steel
in the United States and abroad, the
tarif elther should be reduced accord-
ingly or its capltalized walue should
be Igmored In the Government price-
Axing which Mr. Gary sugxests

When thess things are done, Lthe
watar will be pretty well aguesned out
af the price af stesl The trust might
be laft free to muintain the par value
af Its stock on the watered basls, for
the reduction In the price of Ils prod-
gcts would squeezs the watsr out of
the stock's market value automatioal--
Iy. But it is highly probgbls that Mr.
Gary and other trust maguates will
ask the Government to give them a
clean bill of healith as to past opera-
tioms in stock-watering. 1f the Gov-
ernment ware tn consent, it would im-
pase on the consumer for all time ex-
arbitant prices Tor all trust products.
A plaintive plea would go up on behalf
of the widows and orphans who have
bought trust stock, but the general
~onsumers have a few widows and or-
phans of thelr own who are antitied to
wsnme consideration.

WHERE SYMPATHY IS DUR

It is difficult for people swho have
lived & mumber of years In the Pacl-
fNe Northwest, and esspecially on the
Oregon and Washington coasts, to ap-
preciate the discomfort and exhaus-
tion that result from the intense hoat
under which the East and Middle West
are at present swealtering. With tem-
pearatures ranging from 100 to 110 de-
grees, and A humidity tha: causes the
sensation of having taken a ecoat of
yarnish previous to putting on the few
clothes that wers assumed for de-
canicy’s sake, the people of the
crowded districts of New York., Chi-
cago. Philadeiphia, 8t Louls, Kansas
ity., and other citles of tha Buast and
Middls Weat suffered a torrid discom.
fort. comparable only to tha conditlong
that fables erstwhile feigned or fear
copesived as awalting sinners |n
Hades Esme of these people,
indsed, driven out of thelr wits, sought
rellef in drowning: or other forms of
self-destruction, and yat others dled
from ths utter esxhaustion that de-
prived them of all power to arithstand
the misery that the heat indoced.
These rtatements are practically

meaningless lo thosa who have neaver
exporienced the conditions that result
from the combination of extreme heat
and humidity. They appai thoe Imag-
Ination, rather than sppeal to the un-
derstanding. A tempersture that is
not perceptibly lowered when night
draws her curtains between the swel-
tering sarth and the scorching rays of
the sun ls a condition that those who
are able to draw the coverlet close un-
der the chin and enjoy refreshing sleep
throughout every night of July and
August but dimiy comprehend. Like
fucts of abandanl harvests, or figures
of ap abounding prosperity that deal
in ensrmous bulks and valuos, thesa
extrome conditions of heat simply
stagger the imagination and confuse
rather than ald the understanding.
This much, however, we of Port-
land, the Willamette Valley and, in-
doed. of the entire Paclfic Northwest
know, We have not as yet this saason
suffersd tha slightest dlscomfort from
heat, and with July and Auguat still
to come do not dread any discomfort
from that source which eannot, by
intelllgent care of our hodies and
homes be reduced to the minimum.
We know, moreover, that o¢ool
nights will follow our hottest days,
making refreahing slecp a guarantsed
blessing. Furthermare, to the extent
that we can understand the untoward
stmosphoric conditions that hap-
less denizens of the Euast and Middle
West {ind so unbsarable, we ¥ympi=
thize with them most heartily and sug-
geat to them that there are still un-
occupisd lands and walting opportuni.

ties fTor settlars !n the Pacific North-
west,
A FINSAL WORD ABOUT THE MAINE.

It is now full time to cexse to "To-
member the Malne” In the vengeful
satimg that culminated In our late war
with Spain. General W, H. Bixby,
(htef of Engineers, United Sintes
Army, whoe has had persapal supers
vislon of ralking the battleship from
the muck and slima of Havane har-
bor, states that the wrec of the ves-
rel was caused by the exrplosion of her
thres magaxines In other wards, the
explosion, as disclosed by the explora~
tion of the wreek, could not have re-
suited from a force from without

But for the intervention of the years
which has dulled the memeory of the
fecling aroussd by the sinking of this
battieship In Havana harbar we, o2 &
Nation, might read the report of Gen-
eral Rixby with shamefacedness, 11
may be sald, however, that the United
States Government took wo part in the
contention that the Maine was de-
stroyed by emissaries of the Epanish
government, and, though this plen was
mads the basls, or rather the provo-
cation, of war with Spailn, President
McKinley approsched the conflict
with reluctance and was |terally
driven into It by popular clamor,

A review of the clrcumstancea of the
dilemma in which he found himself in
the early months of 1898 discloses &
conditioen scarcely less tragical than
wis his violent death. A man of
peacs: painfully consclous of his great
responsibliity; harried by ecrafty, self-
seoking poilticians to whom he was In-
debted far the support that made him
President, and not n man of strong
will, President McKinley struggled In
a maelstrom of contending slements
that, metaphorically, swept him off
his feet and made the long-sought In-
cumbency of ths Presidential office
anything but the fulfiliment of his
hopes.

As time goes on and the shallowness
of the pretense upon wWhich wWar was
declared against Spain s exposed,
sympathy for President MoKinley in
the dllemma with which he Was un-
able to cope Increases and his tragic
death becomes more tragical In con-
templation than !t was even when the
smoke of the assassin's pistol cleared
away, revealing the fact that he had
received a fatal wound

in view of all this and of the many
blunders of the war, It i well to
change the slogan “Remember the
Malne,” with which a thoughtless host
enlisted for war, Into the adjuration
“Forget the Malpe,” or to remember
the gallant battleship becauss of the
brave lives that went down with her.
The case In one that it ls well to re-
member only to forget,

A FAMILIAR CORY,
The Associated Hoarde of Trade of
Eastern Britlsh Columbdla are agaln
agitating the opening of the Columbia

River to navigation as far as Revel-
stnke and poasibly to Lake Winder-

mere. In East Kootenay, near the
source of that mighty stream. Storied
regions  these—untll within recent

years anexplored snd of still unguessed
possibliitiesn. During all the ysars—
and they were many—wherein “an
open river” was the watohword of de-
velopment of our own Inland Empire,
“an opsn river” mbant (o us the com-
pletion of the Government canal and
locks at the Cascades and perhaps
tramways for frelghting sround the
apids at varlous ppints as far as Lew-
istan, Idaho. This cry answersd, It
has been taken up by those who would
exploit the rescurces of the vast region
tarther and farther awgy—on and on
to the sources of the mighty Columbia.

The cry s a legitimate one and
should be answeared—will no doubt be
answered not longer than two decades
hence, and the dreams of empire will
be further realizsed by an open river
{from its sources to the sea.

Upon the question that navigation
along this watercourss would reguiate
and reduyce rallroad freights from the
Pacific Coast to the Interior anl great-
Iv increase tourist travel by wnater,
thers Is no chance for argiment. The
waterway is the seltler's guarantes for
treight rates by rall that will" enabie
him to realize a falk division of profits
for hin labor In preducing crops. And
as long-as the dust of travel can be
shaken off, ar avolded by commodious
menans of water transportation in Bum-
mer, the second polft In this conten-
tion will be conceded without demur,

Joint legislation by the Unlted

tates and Canads must procede the
accomplishment of an open river from
the sources of the Columbia to the sea,

bui this should not, under the circum-

stances, be a formidable task.

IS THERE GRAFT IN RAILWAY MAIL
PAY?T

The Burean of Rallway News and
Statfatics_hnd been provoked to reply
to a statement credited to Postmaster-
General Hitchcock that there is $14.-
000,000 graft annually in rallway mail
pey. The bureau, which Is A news
organigation of rallroads, produces
many statistics to prove that, while
tha rallroads hawve bean forced by the
Government to improve thelr sarvice
in speed, punctuallty, number of
tralns, size of cars and better termi-
nal, facilities, thelr poy has been ar-
bitrarily reduced. It saye that postal
revanue increased 265 per cent from
1899 to 1910, while railway mall pay

a

increased only 111 per cent. As the | sion. Love of luxury and dread of

milea increased %8 per cent, this
Inerease in pay littla more than com=
pensited for it, irrespectlyve of the in-
erease In weight, svhich for second-
vlass mattér was 270 per cent. It Is
denled that there la even plausibiliey
in the charge of graft.

But the real polut at lssue ls what
the service costs and what it s worth,
The rallroads ought to be pald for
carrying the mail a falr profit and no
more, To show that their pay has
boen reduced does not prove that it
I= not still ton high. The railroads
have not mAde out thelr case unless
they prove that it has been roduced
to0 much or just as much as It should
be  To prove this requires a showing
of the actunl cost of the rervice,

That there has been graft in rall-
way mall pay in the past there Is good
ground to balieve, for thers have been
times whan railroad influence wus
strong in Congress and committees
nllowed exorbitant payment for rall-
way mall ecarrying. Rallroad in-
fluence fn Congresa and the Postoffice
Department has sensibly diminished of
Jate years and has caused Iarge de-
creases in rallway mall pay. but It ix
not yet dead. Until the cost of the
service Is openly shown and the pay-
2:& approximates the cost with =

profit added, thare will be ground
for hellef that the effect of, if not the
Influence isalf, la still allve.

WHEN A TRUST IS NOT A TRUST.

The trust has been defined as a
eambination In restraint of trade that
you happen not to be In on. The gFood
trust has by someone else bean sald
to be your own trust: the bad trust
the other fellows, Take Lhe maxa-
ziner. They have taken, or assumed
to take, the leadership In the great
work of muckraking the trusts. There
wus & magniine for every monapoiy, a
weaki-to-week or month-to-month cru-

sudo on every kind and specles of
wrongdoing, Industrial, political or
moral. Beginning with Standard Ol

and winding up with the Maormons,
the grest magaxzine war on the trust,
und every othar im nablie evil, has
been vallantly waged for years.

But now the Govarnment is muck-
raking the muckraker. The maga-
xlnes—gany of our moat justly famous
trust husters—are gescribed as a “com-
bination in restraint of trade.” Per-
haps President Taft, through his At-
torney-General, has gone after the
magazines marely bocauss he Was
tired of having the magnazines go arter
him But the magssines are at last
to have 4 chance to explain things, No
doubt they can explain to thelr own
entire satisfaction why a combination
in restralnt of trade among the ex-
press companles, for gxample, ls quite
a differant color of horse from a com-~
bination In restraint of trade among
the magaxines.

The way the magaszines have re-
strained the magasine trade—if they
have restralned It—is in forming &
periodical publishing house as a sell-
ing or distributing agency, requiring
all news agenix throughout the coun-
try to buy the magazines of the pub-
lishing houme, fixing a cerfain sales
price or prices and adhering to them,
and disciplining by fine such members
of the publishing house as violate the
rules

Doublless the magazines will be
able to show why the wicked trusis,
which fixed prices and fined recal-
cltrant members of their “gentlemen’s
agrecement,” should go to jail and
the magasines szhould lawfully agree
not to compets by cutting rates or piy=
ing exorbitant commissions or selling
to Independent news agents,

h‘lma ON THE INOREASE.
< From year to year sulcide Increases
in the United Btates untll now it has
renched & rato of 20 for each 190,000
peopls In 100 principal cltles, n=
ghown by statistics collected by the
New York Spectator. Taken by five-
year perlods, beginning with 1891, the
figures evidence u steady increase. In
1881-6 the ratio wns 14.5 per 100.000;
fn 1808 to 1900 It was 16.2; In 1901-5
it was 18.6; in 1006-10 It was 20.

Taking Individual clties, San Fran-
eclses shows the highest ratlo In the
ten years from 1900 to 1389, namely,
53 per 100,000, but in 1910 showed &
dedrease of $.8. Los Angeles, Onk-
land and Seattle stand high on the Hst
and Increased thelr ratic in 1910.
Portland stood below the avernge of
19 for the ten-year period, her ratio
being 16.8, but last year the ratio rose
to 25.6, thers being 53 suicides In this
elty in that year. The largest Inorcase
in 19810 was Concord, N. H., namely,
28.4 over the previpus ten years. Large
increasea also are found in Bridge-
port, Conn.; Atlantic Oity, N, J.. De-
trpit, Mich.; Eltzabeth, N, J.; Spring-
field, Mass.; Newburg., N. ¥.; Charles-
ton, B. C., and large decreases in San
Diego, Pueblo, Colo.; Haverhill, Mass.;
Newport, R. 1, and Gloucester, Mass.
New York and Chicago both show &
marked decrease, the former from
alightly above to slightly below the
genoral average, the latter remalning
still above that average. Philadelphia,
the third largest city, shows a marked
inereana,

From the fact that In general the
higheat ratio exists in the greatest cen-
ters of population and In the citles of
the Far West where the adventurous
congregate, the conclusion Is justified
that discontent at Inability to realize
high hopes and fallure In business nre
among the main causes of sulclde. The
smaller ¢itien, where men have no op-
portunity to rise high and fall low,
have a low sulcide ratio usually, while
the Western citles have a generally
high wate. The larger citles draw
the more discontented and ambitious
from the smaller cities and the coun-
try, and thelr ablllty and energy are
unequal to tne rentization of their am-
bittann. Not having the energy to
make a sscond attempt, demorallzed
by the vices of the clty or unwilling to
deprive themselves of luxuries their
means cannot buy, some of thess peo-
ple take the short cut to “end it all™
Some rize high in business only to fall,
and, rvegarding their failure as final
they prefer death to poverty. Suicide
= bhecoming very frequent among
bankers and brokers who are discov-
ered after a long career of dissipation
and fraud and resort to sulcide as the
only escape from the penitentiary.
The eclose relation between business
fallures and suicide is evident from a
table of comparative flgures given by
the Spectator. To these causes may
be added Incurable disease and Insan-
ity, and a growing proportion of love
affalrs.

But it is no longer possible to ciass
the grest majority of sulcides as in-
mane, though coroner's jfuries almost
invariably pronounce them so. Many
suleldes Are committed after auch
calm preparation that it is Imposgibla
to doubt the perpetrator's sanity.
They act llke ona who, having calmly
and Iberate decided that life s
not worth living, acts upon thsa deci-

.
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poverty are the two maln chuses. A

man cannot lve up to the standard

of the closs with mhigh he wishes to
associate or refuses to coms down to &
jower standard when hlz means di-
minish, and he settles the metter with
a bullet. A woman's social ambition
s blighted and she broods and magni-
fles her wrongs untll death secems
preferable to enduring them.

But the ratio of femmle sulcides la
moch lower than that of males, being
only 7.6 per 100,00 in the five years
ending 1908, as agalnst 24.2 for males.

Now that the drift of population
has set back from the cities to the
country it is possible rhat the propor-
tlon of sulcldes may decreass, but the
effect of thix drift will be combined
with so many other slements that it
will be hard to discern. Outdoor life
and physical exercize tand to preserve
tha menta! balance, If not” combined
with too much kolltude.

Bulcide formerly wis regarded as A
orime and the body of a man who took
his own life, if held to have been sane,
was burled at the crossroada with a
signpost driven through it. It was de-
nisd burial in consecrated ground and
the beginning of & milder ora was
marked by verdicts of temporary in-
sanity in order to deprive the clerzy of
an excuse not to hold religious services
over the hody. Pérsons who attempt
snlcide are now rarely punished, and in
some stutes the courts have openly
asserted a man's legal right to take
his own life, leaving him to settle the
moral question with his conscionce.
Other states view the sttampt at sul-
cide as an attempt to shirk one’s obli-
gation to the state or to care for one's
family, bu such laws are not reslly
enforced. The community s content
to regard the suicide with pity or con-
tempt, &s the circumstances dictate.

The Charter Commisston will find
thiat the best, highest-painried service
for the ofty ls the chenpest, but that 3
Is useless to g0 in adyance of public
opinfon In ralsing silaries, The best
the Commission oun do ls to place the
silaries as near the value of the serv-
fee required as the votzes will approve,
and. trust to time to educate publle
opinlon up to the point of paying full
valpe, If an attempt in mads now to
geoure an Indorsement of & salary roll
allowing full value, It Is apt to cause
the rejection of the whole charter on
tha ground of economy. The Com=
misalon's work would then go for
nrught, the presant inndequite salaries
would contlnue, together with the
present cumbrous municipal machin-
ery,

Eastern Multnomah has probably
the best mountain roads In the Pa-
ciffe Northwest, This la largely due
to intelligent grading and natural
dralpage, Thess roads are now large-
Iy used by automobiles, but for years
the thrifty ranchers of that pictur-
esque and productive sectlon of the
county have kept them In good condi-
tion for travel. AMaterinl for road-
bullding, of the best quality and in-
exhaustible in gquantity., abonnds In
that distriot, and the users of high-
ways nre fortunate in having = road
supervisor who knows how to apply It

Canadlans are knocking at the ob-
structlons which prevent tha Calumbla
from being an open waterway from
Revelafoke, B. C, lo the sea. Uncle
Sam Is making & long =tep in despen-
ing the lower channel and bullding the
Celllo Canal. If Canada will go to
work on her section of the river, the
forces of the two nations will mest at
the boundary. But it !s a lopg and
costly work, and ths only way to get It
done Is to keep everlastingly at It

Too many favorite sons may spoll
Missourl's first chance of having a
candidate for President on the ticket
of elther of the leading parties. Hav-
ing risen to the dignity of a doubtful
state, Missourl should not throw away
her opportunities, but should choose
between Clark and Folk. With such
formidable rivals to them as Wilson
and Harmon, she neéeds her united
strength to win the prize.

The virtuous purpose of the world's
steel kinge to observe the golden rule
may be proclalmed by having that
rule printed on the stsel trust's stock
certificates and bonds. Above might
be inscribed the cross (not the double
cross), with ths motto: “In hoo signo
vinces." As a beginning in observ-
ance of the golden rule, the trust
might squeexe out the water,

The declyration of the Popa ln favor

international arbitration will
strengthen the movement begun by
President Tafl. The Popes have been
the peacemakers of the world except
during the rellgious wars.

of

Balem celebrates the ripening of the
frult of the cherry tree; Japan cele-
brates the blooming. For the, rest of
the wenk King Bing will relgn at the
state capital and sport and merriment
will be the rule.

———————————

The money left Hdward R, Thomas
by his father has brought him &
broken leg and broken fortunes and
hiz wife a broken heart. If he had
beepn born poor, he might have been
of some uee.

ﬂ

With a crop of six milifon bushels in
sight, Umatilla County keeps to her
record of producing nearly 1 per cent
of the wheat grown in the United

States.

t

Dr. Brougher would not willingly aid
a man to become a bigamist, but the
doctor i= In ths business of tying knots
at =0 much per tle.

Woman's ambition aims gt a seat In
the Washington Legislature and will
add Interest to the primary campalgn
at Spokana,

Ol men Intimate the price will be
raleed upon removal of tanke. In new
jocation the price can naver he as high
as of late.

Let the world be thankful that at
Jeast ones good man can say a word of
praise for anybody in the Lorimer
scandal.

The Eskimao wife turns up her noss

at the charms of Missourl and returns
to the Arctic and & diet of seal blub-

her.

\

Dublin iz divided on the address to
the King. and naturally Dublin could
not be Dublin and be of one opinlon.

Mrs. Rees testified that See never
kissad hér unless there was occasion
for®it: Nobody does otherwise.

John W. Gates is reported better.
The fact is, Mr. Gates would be will-
Ing to bet that he is better.

Ambherst College has engaged Glibert
Murray, Reglus professor of Gresk at
Oxford, to coma to America naxt saa-
son and lend In the movement which
Amharst wishes lo undertake for the
re-establishing of Greek in American
colleges. Professor Murray is best
known for his translations of Eurl-
pides, says the Springfield Republican.
In other respscts ho is eminant, but
in none maore so than in having stood,
at & time whan scorn was being heaped
upon Greek for belng & “dead” lan-
guage, &= an example of the vital worth
which Greek and the Greeks have for
the modern world,

The study of Greek has Its place,
but that place in below. not above, tha
modarn, living languagesa. It is essen-
tlal to s eomplete knowladge of the
sources of the Hnglish language, but
in an ags when ths firat requlsite In
education 15 to enable a man to earn
a living, loss than & camplets knowl-
edge of that subject will suftice.
Among languages German. Spanish,
Italian and French eoma bhefors Gresk
and the mechanical soiences Aars pro-
ferable. The study of Greek was in-
troduced In Wesatern HEuropa as w
lterary pooomplishmant and spread B8
A means of theslogical study and con-
troversy. It bacame regarded as neces-
sary to the complete education of an
Engileh gentleman, who consiasred
work ungentiemanly, and ita study was

ineluded In the eurriculum of Amer-
ienn univérsities In Imitation of tha
English. Ifta relegntion te the back-

ground was the result of an Irrasistible
demand from men who found It worth-
iomn am an asset In the siruggls for A
livelihosd. For thoss who have the
money, leisure and tasts the study of
(ireak I8 a pleasure. but its usafulness
In restricted to m eomparatively small
class,

The bodies of six man who lnst thair
ves in elimbing Mont Hiane 41 yaara
age this Summer, are llkely to ba
glvan up by the matural movemant of

n great glaclor on the side of the
mountein.
“Walsrways - ag Creators of Tros-

perity,” by 8. A. Thompson, I an abls
argument for rviver snd harbor im-
provements published by the National
iivers and Harbors Congress. It be-
gins by comparison of the enormous
“transportation tux" pald the railroads
with the taxes coliscted by the Fed-
eral Government and by the &tates,
cities and counties to show the import.
ance of reducing transportation coast.
It then compares the cost of transpor-
tation By road, rall and river, and tells
what water transportation has dona
for New York, Manchester, Franifort
and the citles of Holland and Belglum.
It talls how watarways creata prosper-
ity by forclug reduction of railroad
rates, and cltes the movemant for wa-
terway improvement in Great Britaln
as &ne worthy of imitation by the
United States. It gives the mest of
tha transportation problem in small
compass.

A conference is belng haid bhetween
delexates from Venesuela, Colomblia,
Beusdor, Pern and Bolivia for the os-
tensible purpose of forming a fedara-
tien under the title “Gran Colomblia”
but réally, it is belleved. to form a kind
of alliance, offensive and desfensive,
againet the real or impgined Interfer-
ence of the United States, the shadow
of whosa political dominance has long
been feared. .

Whils it is poasible to admit that =
combination of some sort ls not only
probable, but desirable, it i belleved,
says the Boston Transcript, that the
character of the people and thefr In-
nete disloyalty to one another, soms-
bined with thair inordinata vanity and
neurable pursult of sslf-intereat will
prevent any workahle basis of sstion,
at least In so far as A cOMmMoEn or cen-
tral government fs concerned

Percy F. Martin, an English writer,
who shows decided hostility to Amer-
lean Influencs in Central American
countries, says of this confoerence:

1t will be regognized that any romblnation
of these differont phoples would Dpreseant &
formidable opposition to mny loterierence or
aggToesive action which could be jnstituted
by the United States or by any dther
and the fact that the Isthmus of
which must not be confumsd with
the stats of that sames—now under North
Amsrican dominance—could be summarily
cut of by means of & combinatiop be-
tween the other states moeans that the sansl
could he rendersd of negative value to Iita
American owsers. [t will be barne In mind
that Wil the various Latin-Amarican states
combined to resiat North American aggres-
slon, Panama today would remaln a part of
Colombin and tha Isthmian Canal would
pever have Lien consirocied, as It la being
comsiructed today, without the consent of

Colombia whowe permission not slons has
fever been asked, bot whome emphatic ob-
Jectione have been Ignorted in connection

with thes underteking.

The truth {8 that Mr. Taft s rapldly
achieving prestige as one of the great
Presldente of this country, says the
Rochester Democrat and Chronlcle. Hlis
frankness with the peopls, his 'high
sense of honor, his unflinching moral
courage Iin defense of views and meas-
uree he belisves to be in the interest
of the National welfare, his calmness
und good nature [n the stresa of oriti-
cal emergoneies, and his clear, Inclsive
and forceful way of stating his views
have won the confidence of the Amer-
lean people.

In short, he s Yustifying in a re-
markabls way the belief in him which
jad to his great victory at the polls
in 1908—a ballef which was shaken
somewhat during the early part of his
Adminiatration, while, In his gqulet,
enreful way, he was finding himself In
the Presidency. There 8 no longer
anything hesitating or even tentative
in his policles. He has adjusted him-
solf to hia great office and to thes Na-
tion, and Is advancing with a strength
and confidence rarely equaled by mny
of his predecassors. This Is tha more
notahle ln view of the confuslon pre-
valling to some degres In doth of the
two greut political parties.

A Question In Ethles.
Kansas Clty Journal,

Joe Rands, of ‘Atchison, tells this
story: A colored man was charged
with stealing $§9.70. His lawyer, after
a long fight, succeeded in securing his
acquittal. "After the acquittal the law-
yer told the darkey that he ought to
have some pay for his hard work.
Have you got any money at all? in-
quired the lawyer. .va suli got that
$9.70," saldl the negro.

Maximum Heours qf Work in Austria.
London Tit-Bite

In Austria the legal maximom i= 11
hours a day, but ls excesdad, under
permit, by a large number of work-
people, particularly in the textile
trade. In the mines the predominant
hours are & to 5 and'in factories ¥ to
1% and 10 to 11.

MR. CRIDGE STATES REAL ISSUR.

Aswertlon Made That True Slagle Tax
Is Not Proponed for Oregon lo 1012,

PORTLAND, July 3—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Not attempting to debate the
question of the single tax, but only to
“inform the chalr,” 1 would call at-
tention to the fact that no single taxer
has ever clalmed that British Colum-
bia, Albertn, New Zealand, Vapcouver,
ete,, or any othar state, provines, coun-
try or clty was on a single-tax basie.
Some are nearer to taking the full ren-
tal valus of land for public purposes
than othera. Some levy more taxes on
improvements, personal property. Im-
ports, exports, occupations, commerce.
ete,, than others. None of them as
yat lavies all publio taxes apon land
values entirely. sxempting improve-
ments &nd all products of thrift and
industry by indlividuals.

Mexico leyies no taxes on land valuas,

the entire burden of taxation baing
levied on commerce. Industry and
thrift. New South Wales collects near-

Iy all of its logal elty, town and shira
taxas from land valuers exclusively, but
still ha= a multiplicity of other taxes
for state and federal purposes

To the extent the principles of the
Single Tax have been applied, tha ad-
vocatas of an exclusive land value tax
clgim that it justifies the contentions
af its ndvocates. The steps toward 1t
made by nine British Columhbian cities
nre greater than anything done by Ore-
on, which Is on the road to the Single

ax & compared with Mexicn. Some
of the sintes of this country have aban-
doned neariy all forms of parssnal
property tax Others Etick and hang
to the general property tax, regard-
losn of the absolutely Impossiblo tusk
of taxing the most vaiuahis forms of
personal pgroperiy, mot 5 per cent of
which can be listed when In the shape
of bonds, monaey, noles or shares

There is no attempt to be mada to
entablish the single tax In Oregon In
1#12. What will be done is to endeuvor
tn gD as far as sxperiencs In other clv-
flized communities has deamonstrated to
be practical, effective and conserva-
tive. It would be lmpessible for the
paople of Oregon to establish the ahso-
iute singls tax. Federn! taxes would
#till remaln, anyway, They are the
heaviest of any single iftem of all our
many taxes

In Great Britain a trx of ahout two
mills on the dollar imposed on soma of
the lands was bitterly fought by the
Lords and aristocrats on the ground
that It was slngle tax, When we con-
gldar that unimproved and upused land
bringing In no revenue to the aowners
was not taxed at all in Great Britaln,
the contentlon made by The Oregonian
some months ago that we have now in
Oregon & heavier tax than that on
Iand values was correot. The point that
alarmed the landowners of Great Brit-
ain wxe not the amount of Lhe lax,
hut the peculiar provision that It
ghould be levied exclusive of Improve-
mente.

A man does not have to be n single
taxer to vole for local revenues to be
levied upon Iand values The four to
one vote cast for the land valye tax In

Vietoria, B. €., a few wooks ago wWas
not onst by single taxars
The |denl of most slogle taxers ix

that soclety take thae rull annual rental
valua of all land, and that no othar
tax be levied, That some would stop
at 82 and otherg at 33 per cent ls not
a matier to consider at pressni when
wa don't take more than 30 per.cent In
Oregon; and but about 30 per cent In

British Columhian Iand value tax
citiesa.
No school of thought absolytely

agress on Secondary propositions dut
& great many peopla In Oregen are
ready to take more of the community
produced land values for community
purposes. That Is the question hefore
the House, ALFRED D. CRIDGE.

Judging from the text of the tenta-
tive *“single tax"” measures offered by
the losal Fels organigation and hersto-
fore publishsd, The Oregonian agrees
with Mr. Cridge that the campalgn In
preparation does not contemplate the
establishment of the real single tax as
It was advoonted by Haenry George.
Neverthelaas, W. G. Eggleston has issued
a pamphlet “published to explain singls
tax measures to be placed on the bal-
lot at the general electlon in 18127
When The Oregonian discussed the con-
erete proposition presented in this pam-
phlet, Dr., Eggleston rveplisd by pro-
posing to do something elze. In other
words, he suggested taking the full an-
pual community made valus of land in
taxas—a quostion not "before the house.™
Hea also misconstrued statements In The
Oregonian apparently. for the purposa
of enjoving an argument Therefore

this letter was not published. Tack of
stralghtforwardness, to which AT,
Cridgs's communication of today ls &

pleasant saxception in most part. scems
to pervade Oregon single tax prope-
ganda. When one points out that the tax
plan proposed for Oregon will not stop
land speculation nor decraase the tax bur-
den now Imposed on Improved property
owners, and tells why, It is the hahbit of
its advocates to rise up with discussion
of some other form of gingle tax., In
view of Mr. Cridge’'s <clear statement

of the *“‘question before the house,” It
may not be too much to hope that the
single taxers will hereafter argue the

regl issus and not semething eise.

How to Get “Dle Christusmythe.”

EUGENE. Or.. July b—I(To the Edi-
tor.}—I1 was much interested In your
sditorinl of July 2 the History of Hell

Piease tell me where I may obtain a
copy of FProfessor Drew's book., “Die
Christusmythe.” H. H H

Arthur Drew's hook,

Professor
Christitemyihe, has not vet been
iated into Engll It can bhe abtained
from any bookseller who handles for-
sign publications, The Huropean price
Is $1.80, postage paid, (or two volumes.
It Is & highly valuable book which
gshould be accessihle in tha publlc libra-
Hes. No doubt eny llbrary committes
would be willlng to purchase it If pro-
perly requested,

Tovers Lane m Busy Place.
Judge's Library.
“YWhere I8 that spot you
lovars’ lane?T " diffidently
young man while the jyoung
walts on the hotel plakza,
“Hight down yonder,” replias the
eclerk. “Just keep going until you see
the porter from the barbershop.
Lovers' lane [s %0 ecrowded now (hat
we have him stationed there to give
the guests checks, so that each may
have his turn’”

oail tha
asks ths
woman

Lesson 1o Home Eeonomy.
Chicago News.

Ker-Smith—Hare's $2.50; you'd better
take a cab to the depot

Mre. Ker-Smith—You know, John, I
naver ride In anything but a taxl,

Ker-8mith—Oh, in that case, bsiay
whera you are. I'll have the depot
moved up here; it wiil ba less axpen-
sive,

Seventy Years With Ove Firm.
Manchester Guardian.

Seventy years with ona firm was
the record of an jaged clothworker
who has just diled at Trowbridge,
Wilts. England. He began work when
he was 8l wears old.

Case of Before nond After.
Clevetand Plain Dealer.

Why Is it that It pleases & marrled
wopmian to ba cailad “Miss” snd malkes
a single woman mad to he called
“AMra?* What do the girls want?

Advertising Talks

By Willlam C. ¥Freeman

A gentleman by the
Pemberton, sent in to me rome timae
ago a ¢lipping from the Graduste
Magazine of the University of Kans<
san. It read as follows:

“A ooursa in advertising s bdeing
given at the university and 14 studenta
sre haing taught the principles of ad
writing ‘and the methods ysed In con-
ducting ’'suncexsful advartising cam-
pilgns. This s ane of the frst, f
not the first. advertising course to be
offered by a state university. One of
the features of the course |8 a serles
af lectures by men who have made
reputations as experts in the advere

name of Brock

tining field. An Invitation has bhean
extended to buainess firms to send
their advertislng men t0 hear these

addresses.”

Mr. Femberton aent in the shpve to
me with the comment that he thought
the ¢lipping might ba of interast to
readers of thess Advartising Talks

That which was once an inconvenlent
method of making known & merchant’s
desire to sell goods has became »
praction] and great method—a real
buninesa factor, ragquiring the grestest
skiIll in prasenting ta the public the
reasons why It ahould buy the mer-
chandise offered—requiring men of ex-
traordinary ability to plan advertising
campaligns—requiring the ald of the
business artist and the business liter-
ary men.

Thet is what advertising has become
through the a«fforis of men who recog-
nized In It the greatest business power
in the world and thorefors universities
and manufectyrers and busineas men
are recognizing the lmporiance of tha
advertising fraternity genarally.

Advertising Is & prafession, all right
enough—that requires constant study
and the kind of brains that croats new
things all of the time

{To bhée continued.)

Country Town Sayings by Ed Howe

(Capyright, 1011, by Geoarge Matthew Adama)

Bullding contractora should get over
the hablt of taking their time. 1f It
sver hecomes necessiry to have an ark
in a hurry., we will all drown,

A man Is not truly unselfish unless
he would rather have his wife and chil-
dren get hils 1ife insurancs than anjoy
it himself.

The weman have great admiration for
& man who sayvs he never aaved a cent
until he got marriad.

The Avarage man Isn't very proud
whan his wife in operatad on, but he
will say, In talking to his friends: "I
suppnse Do Smith, who d4id the work.
im one of tha greatest surgeons in the
world."

1£ it were not for the fact that mest
people ask too much, there wouidn't bs
mnueh use for eourtm

You can gel up a quarrel, but will
vou be any better off after you have
quarraled so flercaly that peace will ba
agreeabla?

S0 many lary peopla masguarsds an
the poor.

No man pays as clesrfully as he or-
dars.

When & man talls & woman he loves
her, it s with the secret hopa that soma
othar woman will naver hear of it

A man ix always on the verge of in-
sulting a lady. A man began SWHRETINE
in & s=aloon., “Look here,” sald the bar-
keeper, “you will have to cut out thHat
profanity. Suppose a lady should come
in"

Awakener of All Faculties. -

Success Maga -

Tha practice of publie speaking, the
effort to marshal ail ona's foroes in &
logleal and foresful manner, to bring
to a Jocus all the powar ona NOSSOREAS,
is & groat awakener of all the fmcultics.
The sense of power that comes f{ram

holding the attention, stirring the smo-
the 4

tions, or convinelng reason of =n
audience, xives salf-confidences, assur-
ance, self-rellunce, arouses ambition
and tends to make oné mors &ffective in
avery way One's judgment, aducation,
manhood, charactar, all ‘the things that
go to make a man what ha Is, are be
fng unprolled like a panoramsa in hiw

Bvely nien-
power
and

affort to axpress himseif.
tal faculty Is quickened, avery
of thought and expression stirred

spurred. The gpeaker summao
reserven of experim . Enowle
af natural or goc d ity

€ v

misses w11 hig forces in the endeavol o
express himsall with power and Lo cap-
ture the approval and applauss of his

audiance,
Prophet Not on the Joh,
Philladeiphin (D. C.) Ledger,

Dr. Harvey Wiley, head of the Bu-
reau of Chemistry ot Washington., who
has won uch miithnt fame -in *the
pursefood embrogllos, Is an raant =nd
old-school Republlea Also he Is a
bo=om friand of Willls Moore, chisf of
Weather Burenu, Lnst Novembaor they
sat slda by side in the Casmos Club
listening to the elaction returns that
told of & Democratic landslida The
news st first ran bad for the Daoctor,
then It changed and ran worse. Hut

through it all he sat perfectly Impas
siva and Imperturbable

At length there came in with the mid-
night & pecullarly disheartening
patch from & onsa-time powerful Rapuhb-
lloan stronghold.

As the worthy Doctor rosa in disgust
ha turned to his companion, tha chief
of the Weather Buraau, and witheringly
sald: ‘wiliis, I wish you had predicted

thial™

As to Birds and Men.
London Chronicle,
Thera is scarcely an end to tha birda
that have given thalr names to human

simplicity—rook (originally), pigeon,
gull, daw, Jjay, cuckoo, gonsa, owl,
wonodoock (from [ts supposed habit of

wilking Into snares with ita ayos open)’
and so on. But mankind has pald back
somé of the dabt by naming some hirda
afrer stupld human helngs “Booby™
Is a leading case, and possibly “loon.™
“Dotterel” s darived from “‘dota” (the
verh) and *“dodo™ im the Portuguess
doudo, s simpleton, which Is thought
to be connectad with our “deolit”™ and the
provincial English “dold.”

Checkern Among Dsasngerous Sports.
Clevelund Plain Dealer.

Checlers |8 now classed with danger-
ous pastimes. Playing tha game has
been declared unlawful in & Georgla
town.” When graybeards clutch each
othar's throats and maul each othar's
wrinkled brows over the next move,
and flalds are barren for want of care,
and eattls in thelr stalls gasp for
water, It was high time to cut shord
the insidlous sport

story In Saxony Same na Elsewhere,
l.ondon Chronicla,

The conditions  of tx|stence in

Saxony have changed so much in tha

last few yeara thaf, whereas thes hus-
band’s earnings used to suffica for the
nesds of hias famlily, how they do not,
and the wife and children must help
earn the daily bread,




