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WE BREYTAN'S GRAND ISOLATION.

The Dumocratic platform of 1304
sneseringly welcomed “the Dbelated
promise of tariff reform now affected
By the Republican party In tardy rec- |
aguition of the rightecousness of the
Democratio position on this guestion.™
In explanation of this righteous posi-
tiom Mry. Bryan's platform went on to
demand that “articias entering Into
competition with trust controlled prod-
ucts™ phould be placed om (he freeé
list while “palp, print paper, luml
timber and loga” were also to be
it the Democrats could have
righteous way

Just how gincers many membery of |
Mr. Bryan’s party wers ln “ulfe
these demands, If one may borrow |
their own slgnificant word for a mo-
ment, was disclosed by thelr conduct |
wrhen It cime te vollng on the Aldrich |
BiL. Free lumber, logs and pulp
came an Impracticable Ideal to these
noble patriota under pressure from
thaly various constitoencies and they
wvotad with Aldrich and his band for
probibitory duties as persistentiy as i)
they had beoen standpat Republicans |
tnatead of Democrats filled with the |
apirit of rightoousness

But the last election guve the Dem-
scrats full eomtrol of the Houm
Represantatives and they are now able |
te demonsirate without let or hin-
drance the full measure of thelr zeal
for an extended free llst. The woal |
tariff. which Mr. Taft has pr -u--,'.lm---!|
“indefensdlile,” has come up for cone
sideratiun In the course of thelr ram-~
biings through the masy wilderness of
ths protective schedules, and they are |
showing the smiling country preclsely
how staunch thelr devaotion to “right-
sousnem” i1z when self-interest con-
flicts with It. Ths vociferous cries for

thelr

be-

of

frea wool which resounded through
the halls ef the Natlopal Capito]l when
the special segnion lDegun have sunk |
te an Inaudible whisper. Hushed I» |
that mighty wolume of reformatory
Uproar. ‘

Instead of §t, we hear an inzidiogs
plea for mere revaenu We must re= |
tala the tariff om wool, says Speaker |
Clark, becausa wo st have monay
to keep the Gavern: 3 running Mr l
Underwood says v LI O The
haaghty m of the free trade Con- |

gresgman is fallen and his flaxhin
is dim Rightronaness bown |
head before sapodlency
dafilas the sacred
Democratic temple. has
tharsughgolng free trader to do th
soeh base matiers as revhmue? He

stands for righteousness s set
In the Denver piat{orm. He =t
for devotion to duty as iIndicated by |
ihe multiple-sacrificed Mr. Bryan. To
mere revanue he cories “Avaunt™

It seems as If XMr. Clark and his
ooadiuter tn avil, Mr, Un wood, had |
led astroy somewhiat than ::.--I
traditional third sons, If
1t I permissit t a [emo=
eratie (longrossmi a son of heaven,

The likeilhood is th
Jority of that once )

m

A rousing
ipous beand

followed thess Batanles leaders pendl- |
tinnward. Frae wool Is no longer |
battle cry of the Democt Honse
If they weniurs r uire the dulles
£8 per cent, IL is a!l that can be looked

Ter If thelr present backsllding ten-
. 't .

they will not lower

mall. This is a slum

unapproachable gra
ver position, dbut In
there s & ray of
boldly continues to
free wool Though =
Democratic part
siand firm
terrifted, he }
fea the

Timo was
epecial sesslon,
enduring
been ael
the rest of the

Unahaken, unase

blea

al

len and th

gether with the | |
proceeding Inwar! Mr. |
clalmied hia admiring feally to the
great Nebruakan Mr. Unduerwood de- |
ighted to follow his saplent counsela |
Almost every nocratic ne u:;-a;w.—'
wast of the Atlantic States begun to |
take its opinions from the Commoner. |
Fut now theese happy days nre past
and gone The lute ls rift The card |
s frayed. Discord relgns  where
biessed peace hald sway, by 1

day. Ths Democratic party
twain and nobedy but the ¥
projphets cherishes m uch hope
biseding fmpments can
patched togother agaln.

On one slde stands the Senighted
mass of the pariy, some eizhi or tem
milliong of uarighteous voters with
thelr lofernally gulded Congreemmnen
On the other, wa bdehold the figure of
ar. Bryan standing on the peaks .,:|
Deaver In lops sublimity, History af-
fords few spoctacies ao uplifting. The
frivolous may talk of Luther defying
the assembied ecclestiastical powers at
the Diet of Worms Hoew lnsignifllcant i
was his hesrolssa compared with the |
sacrificial beauty of Mr, BHrran dely-
ing Champ Clark anf the hosts whom
he has wseduced 1 the deser: of
upright-~oustees

Sut it s far from our purpose to
pity Mr. Bryan. Though lonely we |
have not the slighlest he I»
lameecme. He has the conm
the begt company iz the world,
eof his ewn undlemished Individual
and hls uncempromising devotlon to
the Denver pintform. Lost In postatic
coptempintion of that inspired witer-
ance, how I1a it prsaible that he shopid |
repine though all the worid forsake

him ?

aver

The big stick snd the big gun sl
sppeal powarfully to cur famous ex-
Tresideat.

In his day apeech

| Aghting strength than

| of

'. tien

| be

| of the world

he expressed tha opinion that “a pow-
erful Navy ls oo provocutive for war,
but s & provocative for pesce.™ That
depends on who owns the powerful
navy. Our HNritish and Teatonie
friends ore rTunning » mad T™ee
towards national bankruptcy by spend-
Ing Pnormous sums for battleships, and
yot there la nothing in the perform-
ance that s provoking peace to an
miarming extent. There could, of
course, be no assarance of peace FO
long as one country had a greater
another, and
the world cannot much longer main-
taln the naval pace at which Ita great-
eat powers afe now moving, Disarme
smant may nol easlly be accomplished,
but somn of the debt-ridden countries
the world are nearing the point
whetre they will be foroed to ADSEPL Ar-
bitration or bankruptey. There will
be no other course opei.

BIG BEND AXD NOETH RANK

The lack of knowledge of the scletice
of maliroading diaplayed by James J.
HIUL the late E H. Harriman and &
fow others who had humbugzed the
people intp belleving that they knew
romothing about the business was dis-
cummed al length In the Seattle Times
& few days sgo by one D. H, Gllroan.
The particular grievance shown by Mr.
Gitman was the North Bank road, and
It wwas the fear that there would never
be any traffic for that road te handle
that called forth the views of Mr.
Gilman. “The Oregonian at the time
suggosted that the road was not built
exciusively for the traflic that was then
In aight, Dut that new flelds were comn-
tinually opening up to provide traffic
for the big watsr-level line, In the
Iist of theso felds mentioned The Ore-
gonilan 414 not lacilude one which s
of fully as greatl importance aa any
that weres mentioned.

The Seattis Town Crier, In ks lmsme
of last Saturday. has an interesting ar-
ticle on this feld, which lles In the Big
Bend of the Columbia River and s
known as North Central Washlangton.
As the Seattls paper explalns: “By
North Centranl Washiagton Is meant
all the land comprised within Grant,
Douglas, Chelan and Okanogan ocoun-
It contains 11,800 square milos,
of which 5,000,000 acres aro suited to
agricfitural purposes. Although
gearcely a ffth of the land is under
ation, it is already producing an
rmoys tonnage—sauch a prise s

any trunsportation company would be
giad

to annex.” Continulng, the Se-
) paper expiains that a road
through this empire would enable Ca-
nadinn mheat to resch tdewater at
Portinnd by down-grade haul, “which
means cheap freight” Portland com-
mercial bodles &re credited with pro-

| moting the plans for this north-anid-

aouth route thorugh Washington for
the reason that “to annex the vast vol-
umes of business originating in Grant
Douglas, Chelan and Okanogan coun-
ties would bhe an important victory for
Portiand jobbers. The water grade
wiomg the antire Columbia Is =0 oasy
that It makes & very lnviting field for
any company ambitious to branch out
o Invade™

The prediction made by the Seattle
paper s that the Harriman forces will
invade this rich Deld, which at present
is served only by the Great Northemn
NRallroad which hauis its products
aver the Cascade Mountains to Puget
Sound it is, of course, quite obvious
that If the Harriman (ines should tap
the country with a north-and-south
¢ and downhill haul, the HIIl Inter-
s wouid lose no time in hooking up
thelr North Bank lne. Thus

e

with

| the Big Bend, like all other important

grain reglons In the three states, would
linked to Portiand by two water-
tovel rall grode rallroad systems. Mr,
af Seattle, will not be obliged

| Gilman,
to walt very long to understand why
| the North Bank road was bullt,

—————————

A UNIVERSITY AT MEDFORD.
It was a happy thought of the Med-

ford people (o obtain the location of
the projected Harriman university
in their vicinlty If possible. They
have @ olimate which few places in

the world can rival, just enough Win-
ter make Spring welcome and
snough Summer to produce the rich-
ent frults of the earth In unfailing
abundrnce. The roads are naturally
excelllont ahd can be kept In repulr
t small expense. This would make
the surrounding country accessible
the neademic halls and material-
attractivencss of the site.
ssors often have 4 great deal of
lelsura which they llke t@ spend out
af doors In agreeables diversions. Where
do these exist in more vartety than in
the country around Medford?
The request to Mrs, Harriman Is like
an invitation to bulld the new instito-
n of learning in the Garden of
Fden. will be (ll-advised Indeed
If she does not sccept it. The objec-
tion that Medford does not lle In the
heurt of a4 denssly populated territory
has no great welght
Rogua River Valler will be
ed sometime nn densely as any
part of the world. Nowhere can re-
sogrces be found for supporting more
iInhabitants in greater comfort. It
tnkes a university of the first rank
many years to attain ite full working
power, and by that time stuodents
wou!ld not ba lacking from Oregon and
California. Morecover, [t must be re-
membered that the climate and scenle
beasuty of the Nogue River country
would strract sudents from all parts
It would repeat the his.
tary of Stanford on & larger scale, for
the varying seasons ot Medford, with
thelr perennlal charm, would surpass
the delig of Pule Alto, where for
many m there ia monotonous Eut-
shine, Witk Crater Lake not far away
and the wide expanss of the lake re-

d to the

HEhan

poan

| glon easily accessible, we should ex-

pect Medford to develop rapidly Into
a soclal and educational metropolis a
resort for sportamen and travelers aa
well as & Mecca for the learned.

it is 10 be hoped that Mra Harri-
man will mot lay this invitation aside
without sdequate considaration,

1£ THE COUNCIL THOSTWOETHY®

What s commonly known as the
competittve paving amendment to the
city charter, which will be voted on
next Monday, ia antagonistic In (ts
provisions to the central ldea of the
commisston form of government. The
commisslon governmaeant of cities not
only makes the shart ballot possible,
bat centralives authority and respoa-
sibility. Portland dots not Kow have
the commisalon form of government,
one of the chlef virtues of It
prosent charter and one which In pure
poss would be preserved by a4 com-
mission charger, is the fixing and con-
centrating of responsibility tn the let-
tng of strect-improvement contracta

Contracts for sireet lmprovements
ars pow awarded by the city Exeocun-
tive Board. This Board is appointed
by the Mavor and the Mayor Is re-
sponsible for {ts deeds or

at

| the

institgting improvement pro-
The improvement petitidhs
signed by the properiy-owners to be

material desired; bids are called on
that Xind of pavement by the Council,
and the Executive Board awards the
contracts.

The power of the Mayor and Execo-

tive Board to regulate paving prices
has been |llustrated by Mayor Simon.
In the early part of the present admin-
istration city street paving was costing
Portland 3240 per square yard. Mayor
Simon announced that the city would
not pay more than $1.85 and that, if
the paving cost @ld not come down
to that figure, no work would be done,
And he sat tight on the d untll the
prica &ld come down to $1.85,
* The competitive paving amendment
does not require the Councll to let
street-lmprovement contractis to the
lowest hidder, but to the “lowest re-
sponsible bidder,” This word “re-
sponsible™ would give the City Councli
discretionary powers that could read-
iy be turned to graft. The Cliy Exec-
utive Board has the same discretion
A8 to awarding contracts to responsi-
ble bldders. So the question involved
s this: Shall the right of the
property-owners to select the chuarac-
ter of pavement to be lald and the
right of the Exccutive Board to award
the contracts be taken away and both
be vested wholly in an opeunly distrust-
ed bady?

A DUTY AND A REAPONSIBITITY.

The duties and responsiblilties to
devolve on the Incoming city adminis-
tration call for abllity of the first or-
der and character of approved worth.
It Is Important that Portiand have a
City Council of intelligence, earnest-
ness and Integrity; it ia vital that there
be a Mayor of courage, lndependence
and real ecapacity for great under-
takings. No one would think of plac-
ing at the head of a large corporation
or & great business &n executive offl-
cer without experience, !deas, and
attested capacity. It would be stupld:
it wouid be dimastrous; It would be In-
eredibly foollgh. No citigen atiould think
of ealling to the head of a large city
a Mayor who 4s known to be unfit for
gEroat enterprises or unequsl to large
tusks. It !s a duty for every citizen
to use his best wisdom and his Impar-
tial judgment In choosing efficient and
trustworthy public officers, just as it
is tha certaln duty of stockholders In
A corporation to select capable and
honest men to direct Its affairs,

How can any citizen excure himself
to his consclence for seeking to elect
a Mayor or & Councliman because of
personal prejudice or of private inter-
sat? How c¢an any citizon in thess
days defend himself from the just re-
proach of offensive partisanship If he
shall insist on supporting a candidata
for mny merely local office for any
reasofi of mers party or of mera poll-
tics? If thers Is no obvious cholce
between candidates, it s natural for
any elsctor to prefer the nominées of
his own party; but if there is a distinet

and acknowledged superiority of one |

candidats over another, the voter
ought not to hesaitate between pure
polities and plain duty.

The Mayvor of Portland will have
tmportant work In the next two years.
It is & critical and interesting perlod
In the clty’s history. Bhall we go for-
ward? Or shall we go backward?" It
is not too much to say that a weak or
vacillating or partial sdministration of
municipal government willl do
grent harm to the city and every
dweller therein. Nor is It tos much
to say that firm, wise, judictons and
capabls direction of public affalrs
will be beneficial allke to cupital and

Iabor, employer and employe, rich
and poor, high and low. It Is the
common concern that we mnake no

mistakos; it will be the common mis-
fortuns If thoy are mads,

The Mayor of Portland facrs heavy
burdens In his coming term of office.
He will shape many grave policies
He will oversee large material enter-
prisas, He will ndjust many serlous
controversies between wvarlous Inter-
ests wherein the city will be Involved.
He will be a large fMctor in smustaining
the clty's credit. He will direct the
expenditurs of great sums of money.
Ho will be a large employer of labor.
He will adjust many delicats problema,
He will Install and promote many new
project=. He will do much to mnke
or to mar the plans for a greater and
a better Portland. The Mayor ought
to be the wisest and best man to be
bad,

Here are Just a few of the things
to be done under the direction of the
new Mayor, if the publie shall act fa-
vorably on the several projects now
before the electiorate for action:

Construction of 351,400,000
Portland bridge.

Building a $600,000 auditorium.

Installing and operating 31,000,000
paving plant.

Muking operative psansion funds of
firemen, police and stregtcleanera,

Bullding §200,000 City Jall

South

Extending park and boulevard
system.

Preparing for a commission form of
government,

Besldes these great matters, there
must be carried forward the following:

Broadway bridge,

Completion of Bull Run watar sys-
temn,

New garbage collection syatem.

Sswers, pavements, new sireols, etc..!

ete.
Besidea these, there is the compli-
ested machinery of general governo-
ment to keep In order, and many
questinng to deelde, and definile pub-
¢ pians and policles to formulate
and carry out.

It the plain citizen, having the wel-
fare of the city nt heart and his own
interest (o conslder and promote, will
st down calmiy snd discuss with him.
self what declsion he shall make as
between Mr. Simon and Mr. Rushlight,
it seema to The Oregonian to be In-
evituble that he cannot Desitate, but
willi call on Mr. Simon agaln to be

| sirable

Mayor. It s no ime for experiments;
it {5 no time for politics; it Is np time
for passion or trifilng. It ls & time
for a serious and candid determination
of the judiclous thing to do. The ju-
dicious thing is certainly the right
thing. -

—eee———

LEAERNING TO SWIML

From the beginning to the end of

i ths vacation seasof the nows columus

of the dally press will contnin fre-
gquent reports of drownings In lakes
and rivers to which semi-amphiblous
boya taka literally "like ducks teo
water" Already wseveral such items
have appenrcd, & most distressing In-
stance being that of & young man at
the Portland waterfront Iast Tues-
day. The causs of the fatality in this
Instance, as in & majority of cases
where drowning Is the result of a sud-
den fall Into water, was that the young
mian did not know how to Fwim.

Boys nol infrequently reach man-
hood wholly deficlent in the simple
art of taking care of themselves In
waler., This ts duse |nD most cases to
the fear of parents—usually of moth-
ers—that keeps the boy from learning
to swim with hla fellows It is true
that the ol@ “swimming hole” has had
its wictims, but fatalitles in the case
of boys who were loarning to swim
have besn few as compared with the
deaths by drowning of men to whom
the delights of the old swimming hole
were forbldden i boyheod.

Much concern s shown In many
eltles on this subject, £o much, In fact,
thit the swimming tank, presided over
by an expert swimmer, s likely to de-
come & feature of the new publle play-
ground. Thls means that not only
boys, but girls, will be given oppor-
tunity to learn to sawim and will be
encouraged In every way to Improve it

Children learn to awlm very readily,
mueh more readily Indeed than do
adults. It fs even contended that
young chiidren, {f thrown in the watler
without fear would Instinctively swim
just as do young pupples and other
animale. Be this as it may, children
overcome the fear of the water much
easier than grown people, with the
result that the main source of danger
is thereby eliminated. It does not re-
quire much training to overcome the
foar which paralyzes the senses and
rendars ald to a panic-stricken person
in the water both dangerous and 4if-
ficult even when attempted by a good
swimmer. Since the abllity to take
cnre of ona's self Is of paramount im-
portance, and the means of dolng this
in the water can readlly be acquired,
it Is Uttle short of eriminal careless-
ness, in these days of ample oppor-
tunity to acquire the pleasant and
protective art of swimming, to allow
any boy or girl to grow up in ignor-

ance of IL
——

Ferhaps If some of the ardent ad-
vocates of the “no-seat-no-ride” mesas.
ure would obtain a lttle information
on the practical werkings of the pro-
posed law, they would hesitate before
urging its adoption. There are & num-
ber of Portland cltizcens who have vis-
ited Londen, where travel on the penny
‘hus lines iz regulated by ordinance
similar to that with which Portiacd e
threatened. Even the excellent ‘bun
pervice of London is inadequate to han-
dle the crowds mornings and even-
ings, and intending passengers are
obliged elther to walt, walk or employ
a c¢ab, Unfortunately for Portland,
there are no cabs avallable at London
prices, and the unfortunates in the 6
o'clock rush will be obliged either to
pay taxicab fares or reach home from
half an hour to two hours late. The
“no-seat-no-ride” measure, if it be-
comes effectlve, will cause mors trou-
ble for its promoters than they bave
ever thought possible.

Mr. Bushlight Is reported to have
told the Republican Clty Central Com-
mittee that he favors- a commission
form of government {mmediately.
That must have greatly comforted the
disconraged souls of the central com-
mittee, 1t is well known that they
are for the commission govarnmeant, or
sny government., which will tend to
put the politiclan out of business. Oh,
yer. But why did Rushlight lenve |t
to them to maoke promixes for him?
Can he make none for himself? He
can, of course, and does; but not pub~
Uely. Private deals and secret com-
pacts are more in his line, 1f he
muakes a public pledge, the public may
some day call him to account. But {f
he makes a back-room agresment
with mnybody, nobody else knows
!nmul: {t—perhaps.

A week ago it was gravely predicted
thnt Portland roses would mot be In
bioom In time for the Rose Festival
Naw, on every hand It s sald that the
flush and beauty of the first bloom
will be faded before that time, All of
which was and is uninspired prophecy.
There will be roses In Fortland the
sotond week tn June, millions of them
—home grown, and the finest outside
af the storied gardens of Persla.

It is a pity that the hundred= of
young children whe must work during
the Summer vacation cannot be taken
to the country for employment. Light
farm work would benefit them, whila
too often they are Injured by the oc-
cupations of the city,. We have here

| anothar case, perhape, where the at-

tainable falls fur short of the desirable,

Rushlight's newspaper organ—ihe
penny paper, -which has set out (o
wreck the Republican party—is chlefly
owned by A non-resident milllonaire
living at San Diego, Cal. It ls cer-
tainly an ingenious way to wreck the
party—electing its so-called candidata.

Mr. Hill has done great things In
the raliway line, but the issus of $600,-
000,000 in bonds will glve him his sec-
ond wind for things greater.

Anybody who does not belleve the
State Penitentiary is conducted ac-
cording to Hoyle la privileged to break
In and learn.

Have you read up on the many
propositions? Do not postpone the job
until too late to vote imtelligaently.

l

\

Multnomah County cooks its unde-
tmmigration. Fotate bugs
trom Texas will take notice.

With everybody In favor of govern~
ment by commission we are bound to

have It

l

With bananas selling by the pound,
eggs will be next.

The newer Mexico is In lins for the
direct primary.

Every day Is the warmest ¢yer, now.

WHY COMMISSION GOVERNMENT SUCCEEDS

duct of Departmenis—it
Be Detectrd and Corrected.

Short Ballot Makes People's Work at Polls Easy—Interest In Aroused in
expousibility Is Concemtrated Where Ab

Con-

Advertising Talks |

By Willlam C. Freemam,

May

Tha following in_the third of a
three articies on the prosTess of L
ment for bettsr gpovernment «of
citisw_ writlen by Richard 5. Childs and fur-
atshed the Shert Rallot Organizstd
row Wilson, president.
ARTICLE IIL

O mere form of governmen: will
N automatically produce good gov-

ernment. But forms enn be de
vised that will automatically glve pop-
ular government. The prople’s will can
be baffled Gr facilitated by the form of
governmant. The people’s work at the
polls ean be made obscurd, complex xnd
dimicult, or it can be made clear, sim-
ple and easy. Under the commission
plan, with lis short ballot, the people’s
work ls very clear, very simple, very
ensy. And that iz all the secret there
is 1o the sucecess of the plan.

I theory citizenship Is the buainess
of every ocitizen. But In our old style
city governments effective’ citizrenship
is ope of the learmed professions. To
vots intslligently & citlzsen must "ED
into politfes.” That means work. and
the average man can't afford to do
much unpald work: So politics be-
comes dominated by a few men, and
the people at large helplessly leave
the bulk of the ticker to tha party poil-
ticians to do as they please with,

1n our old-fashlonad clty governments
we have committed two serious errors

Firat—We have scattered the powers
of government among S0 mWMany potty
officials that It is quits impossibie for
the people to'watch and control them
all

Becond—We have subdivided the pow-
er In such small fragments tha. no
single purt Is really worth watching.
A member of the Clty Council, for lm-
stanoe, under the old form of govern-
mont, bas so little power that it Is
roally not worth while for the peopla
of the town to become agitated over
the question of who shall get the job.

The typleal old style city govern-
ment of this country consists of a
Mayor, with fairly large power, a string
of minor administrative offici\ls ulso
chosan by popular vote, and a Counall
which sometimes conelsts of two legmi=-
lative bodles. The feature of thls plan
is the distribution of power, based on
odr anclent fear of Kings, We have al.
ways had a superstitiouy dread of glv-
ing to any elscled ofMicial power enough
to do anything for us without getting
the consent of several others. We have
overiooked the fact that to make Lh&
former official obey our wishes we find
alto to exert slmuitaneous compulsion
over the latter, whose consent he need-
ed, and that popular comtrol became
thus anything but the simple matter it
cught to be. The politiclans can al-
wnays get thelr own way It they make
the Counell iarge enough. A Couzhell
of 15 men might occaslonally faedl per-
sonally the pressure of public opinion,
but triple the size of the Council, and
the individua] members become =0 in-
glgnifionnt and publicly sa sub Ivided
that each member is safely “lost in the
shuffle."

- -

Those who yrﬁmmed the idea of hav-
ing & host of elsctive officials in the
government have =iWays taken it for
granted that thers Was something dem-
ocratic about this procedure. Demo-
cracy, however, does mnot consist in
electing everybody, but in controlllng
eversbody. The Mayor's office boy, for
Instance may be appointed by the May-
or, or-elected by popular vote, He |s
s publle servant, but there Is nothing
demoeratic in electing him when he can
just as well be appolnted, The vital
thing Is that be shall bo cont: »1led by
the people, and If he will be under bet-
tar control through appolntment than
through election, it l= more democratie
to appolint I.\Im..

3

- -

The commission plan of government
1s based on no false idea that the peo-
ple want to elect everybody It glves
the power to five men, who thereby

become consplcouously rosponsible be-
tore all the people of the clity. Each
1 enough to

one of them important
make it worth while for tho citizens to
inquire concerning his record and char-
acter. Each eandidate for the office
can attract & crowd to hear"him spenk,
wherea= an old-time Councilman would
have been utterly unable to get a hear-
ing before the people. Thera are not
so many of these officials but what
every citizen can find out about anll of
them and vote imtelligently on election
dny. There Are not so many as o
cause a citlzen to depend upon tickets
put together for him by political spe-
clalists. Fach citizen can and does
make up his own ticket and the firne-
tion of the professisonal tlcket-making
machines is thereby entirely dlsposed
of.

If the commission ware compos:d of
ter® men instead of five the list of
! names would be longer than the aver-
age citizan would be likely to remem-
ber for himself and wo should ®es o
natural grouping of candidates and
thelr election by Eroups Instead of
singly. Bome “good government asso-
clation”™ or some party machine, even
on a nenpartisan ballot. would be sgure
to advertise tickets for the #uldancs
of the votess, and In acdcepting thess
tickets the people would be sharing

their power with the tickat-malcers.
- - -

The commission plan succeeds there-
fore hecause It puts the pow whaers
the people can sos i The ¥ ] fen-

BRIDGES AND FIRE rROTECTION

Taxpayer Contrasts Needs of Southeast
Side and Suburbs Im General

PORTLAND, Msy 28—(To the Edi-
tor.}—The writer of this article Is &
moderately heavy taxpayar in the City
of Portland, and is willlng 1o do his
shore toward the wupbullding of ths
eity, dnt In common with many others
he disilkes to ses his money expended
for the maintenance of needless enter-
prines

in tha writer's opinion the mont con-
gplouonaly mneedless enterprise that 1s
to be saddled on the shoulderas of “an
alrsady tax-burdensd city Is ths pro-
posed 'South FPortiand vridge. ‘There
must be something in this westarn nt-
mosphera that causes people to tend
thelr energies toward an aftogether ¢x-
travagant anticipation of the future,
and this zew bridge, which carries an
expenditure of neariy & miilion sod &
half dollars, sesms the very epitome
of recitiess folly. The City of Boston
has 500,000 people, and over across the
Charles River la the City of Camhridge,
which with it8 outlying suburbs has
nearly 200,000 more. To carry the traf-
fle betwesesn Boston and Cambridge
(which iz far hesvier than suyihlng in
Portiand) thers are just three bridges,
all of which are longer than the Portiand
bridges, with only slightly greater ca-
pacity., and with no steam ferries to
help them out. Thesa bridges kerve
yery well, and inssmuch as the munlcl-
pulities of Boston and Cambridge are
very wealthy !t Is to be presumed that
if more bridges were needed they would
be promptly provided.

And the Clty of Portlang with
000 people hes at presrent fonr steel
bridges. s bullding & ffth, &and s pro-
posing to ¢omstruct & mixth. The writer
has never yet ssan the Hawihorne
bridgs crowded to anyihing lke lis
capacity and he has travelsd over it
nearly every day slnce [ts completion
and yet it i proposad to construct &
aew bridge that will not bring the
Beathenst slde ons minute closer to the
Waest Sides buriness section, The situa-
tion would be Isughable £ it didn’t
have its serious slde. Where ls the
money to come from to pay for this
bridge? For how long can Portland con-

anr _

tinye 1o besrow money for weeless en- g

ture 18 not the method of organization,
but the method of populnr control. It
is the ballot oo election duy which is
ufilgue. 1t {8 so short that every citl-
zan knows what he is doing and is oot
relying on m party Iabel or on the
guldance of a politician. The “average
man,” “the man In the street, or the
~plain people”” whatever you choose
to call tham, are In domplete control
of the government The short ballot
hae feft no work for the pollticlan to
do: the people arrange the whole mat-
ter directly with the candlidates with-
out the politician’s help.

The politlclam l= & specialist in elt-
Isenship, and in the commission gov-
erned ocitles citlzenship is so slmple
that thers Is nothing to be a speciallst
in

The most marked phenomenon of
commission government has been the
increased Interest of the peopls In
thelr city government. All syes have
been focused on the ity hall month
after month with Interruption. Tha
dects of the commission are the topic
of conversation for the street car und
the business men's luncheon. Criticism
is plentifal, and—better vel—knowiedge
of the facts is widespread. The people
of the city oversee the government.

The force of public opinion has been
repeatedly illustrated 'n the commia-
sion governed citles, Few men, good
or bad, would have the strength to re-
nist popular demand when it is s0 in-
tenaively concentrated upon them. Bach
commisslonar knows his responsibility
for what is done, and knows that every-
body else In town knows it too. Poll-
ticians of the averagoe sort hava been
elpoted to office many times In com-
mission governed cities, but thelr con-
splcuous respansibillty has brought
about a remarkable responaivensss to
the oplnlon of the people.

The Initietive, roferendum and ré-
eill nre considered important features
of the plan by many people, but Gal-
veston and Houston made & BSUCCESS
of the commission plan before any of
these features wera thought of and
thelr charters to Lhls day do not pro-
vide for them. Furthermore, these
cliles do not fesl the need of these
devices and thera !s no demand for

thelr introduction. s
-

A few puggestions for the Improvo-
ment of the plun have besn mads rath-
er persistently, based, not upon any
disaster that has happened In the past,
but rather on the fear that there might
be troublas In the future. It has bheen
noted, for example, that the city clerk
in Des Molnes, who pusses upon the
correctness of petitions for the recall
of commlissioners, 1s himselfl a cresture
of the © mission “and that In this
work he ought to be independenmt. It
is also pointed out that thers !s no in-
dependent auditing of the elty's ac-
counts, The commission audits its own
books. In both cuses it has beeén SUE-
gested that theke offices be filled by
popular vote. In the language of those
who propdse thesoe changes, “‘have themn
independantly elected by the people
and responsible to the people.”
famlllar argument olves an
the avoldance of which constitutes the
great vajus ‘of t commission plan.
It 18 easy enough Lo croatle a new of-
fine and meke it elective by popular
vote, biut It Is not so easy to “hava"
such an officer “responsible to tha peo-
ple* He will nol be responsible to the
people If he s elected in obmourity with
no limeltght directed on his office, To
be sure, he may be legally responsible
in law may be

and Lt responsibllity
vary clearly established. but the people
cannot and wiil mot hoeld him to ae-

ut consplouous-

count unless he stands
Iy before them. An offigr whosa func-
tlons are purely executive and not of
great Importance cannot pussibly be
consplecuous. If the City Clerk or City
Auditor woere made electlve In Des
Molnes it wounld ho o llttle office, over-
shadowed by the rest of the tlckat,
down at the bottom of the ballot. There
would be wvary little publicity regard-
he candidates, very little of the
imellght which in responsible
present good political sanita-
tion In the higher offices, and any
group of schemers might put through a
succeésaful conspiracy to capturs the
Job.

The desirability of an Independent
audit and an independent judgment on
rocall petitiona is nevertheless obvi-
ous It ahould, however, be securad
in some other way than by attempling
to muke the poople chooss tha officars.

K

the

The same effect can be obtalned by
having the state asgsume these dutles,
Lot an appointas of" the Governor be

charged with the duty of auditing the
books of all the eities in the state,
with the right to proscribe »

method of keepitug them. The
difficulty In letting some state o

such as the Secratary of BState,
upon the genuiness and wvalidity of re-
cali petitions. The remotaness of such
an afficer from the disputants mnkes
{1 reasonably cortuln that his position
will be £

If ail false “improvements” can 'ur;l
avolded the future of the commiunion
plan will continus to bs full of sue-
cess, and Its fundamantal principle,
when once understood, he ex-

1ed to states snd ¥

n Nntional assoclation, cu
Bailot Organizstion,
Wlison at Its hend,

w
i= in

hanges!

and still have enough to
projects that are absolutlely
for the clty’'s wolfara?

t time large areas of

terprises,
&n on

tlon—In faect It 1z to be
ar thors frs Any country
woiuld be so entirely help-
lass in the face of o big confiagration
as many of Portland's puburbs. This fire
protection must come sooner or later,
or Portland will pay for it with a holo-
caust that wlll be worth many times
the cost of Ao naw bridge, and this same
fire protection means ths expenditure
of money that must come out of the

towns that

pockeis of the home owners of Port-
innod. But if Portland continnas the in-
sune policy of spending he for
entarpriges that arse not the

cost of legitimate projects
abzolutely neceszary by the
growth of ths clty will enusa the taxes
in this town' to moiunt to's
will be fearful to conte
|wl:i canse Portisnd to sag into 1t
*down-and-out” ciass along with Se
tle and other boom towns
TAXPAYER.
—————————————————

Status of Meve Pedestrian.
Cleveland Fiain Denler.

Hera was 4 czgs where It seemed as
If everything was settled. The Insur-
Encé company's doctor had reporte
that the man seemed to be all risght,
and the man himself had certified that
he was not engaged In any dangerous
occupation

" led a sadentary 1ifa™
them T wark in an off!
have no danger or excitament™

“How about sports?™ the examlner
asked. “Do you football? Basebnll?
Do you bax? Do you belong to an ail-
letle elub™

“No—nona of that stuff,
& safo risk."

*Do yau scorch?”

“What do you mean™

Do you drive your car faster than
the speed Jimit?™

“f have na car.”

“What? How 4o you get about?™

“I walk,”

“Risk refused. A scorcher Iz & dan-
gerous risk, but a pedestrian has no
chance st all. Buy a car, old chagp,

I guesa I'm

\ Borpy—good night™

Daily newspapera ate paying more at-
tetition to sdvertising now than they
ever did, The fact that it Is mecessary
to do so does not in the least detract
from the motive.

Time was whan advertising revanis
pought the luzaries [or NeWSpapers—
sucl ms buildings, Dew presses, Dew
typeporting machines, ete. Before the
advent of the penny paper the profit on
clroulation represented the chief earn-
inge of newspapers, Now ths revenus
from circuistion barely covers the cost
of white paper.

Advertising revenne of newSpapeérs
nowadays must supply the funds for all
of the pecessities as well as all of the
luxuries., Therefore the development of
this revenue s mest impartant.

Some newspap sre that nre not sold at
a penny make a profit oa both elrenla-
tion and advertising, of course—but no
newspapér in the country (s making
any more profit than it ia entitled to,

As a rule, sewapapers give more than
they receive—ihiat Is, they give the ad-
vertiser Lthe cheapeat pablicity on sarth,
give it to him a4t a Aarrewer margin of
profit than nuy othér business in the
worid is operated on.

I wonder if advertizérs ever stop to
think of that!

_The wider publicity that nowapapers
are giving today to all advertisers—
the fact that every nouk amnd coraer of
the country Is reached by the daily
newspaper—the fact that every intelll-
gent man, woman and child reands a
vewspaper—maokee them the most valo-
able advertising madia,

They are oo the job all of the time—
supplying news—Kkeeping the people in-
formed, and the advertisements stand
out as prominently as the news.

And there's where the Improvement
in, and the value of, advertising comen
tn. .\dvartislnf is news and newspa-
pers recogmize It. And they are con-
gtantly making strenuocus effort  to
make It valuable mews to readsrs and
sdvertisers,

This subject will bs continusd to=
morrow.

(To he continued.)

Country Town Sayings by Ed Howe

The young men are lataly showing &
fondnesa for heirssses: the old idea of
marrying a poor girl for love, and gat-
ting & lot of kin thrown in, Is playing
out.

After s successful antertalnment,
watoh the “committee” fish for compli-
ments.

A hard-working man looks disdain-
fully at the man who has to take exer-
clse.

At this season, in every country town,
there ia street fighting between agenta
of rival threshing machines,

If you grant a man a favor, do it
chearfully: you might as well refuss ag
to grumblie.

A doctor never “gives up™ & patieny
until he s pretty sure.

In gome churches, when the membery
are tired of s pastor, they dom't tell
him so, but “talk™ about him.

The sura way to discourage rowdy-
{sm: jump on it hard.

When a man really needs 8 whipping,
nothing does bhim mora good than to
get it

Bixteen-yaar-old girls ara all alike In
two partleulars: they are all good look-
ing. and nsver hhve a céent

Half a Century Ago

From The Oreganinn, June 1, 1861

The hall storm has done some damage
to tha frult belt, bhut we are glad to
learn Lthat the storm was not exteunsive,

We alraady hear from the country
that the whale nelghhorhood will be
present ut the great celebration in
Fortland., It will be & grand unlom
meaaling.

At the Councll meeting last night Mr,
King offeéred a resolution autherising

the owners of the Portland ferry tao
rhange thelr lunding to the foot of
Sulmon street. It was adoptad

1 Damocrat says that we
of T ¥ &n gverwhelm=
foree 1 crushing out the seces-
Exactly so. We tried the policy
sce and find the brigands march-
to capture Washington and break
the Government. We are now for
conquering & peace by the sirong arm
We are for carrying the war
the country into the d=ns
- jonists; and true Amaricans
Amen.
PRSI ——

of powWer.

fo a n

Arguments from Nebraska.

PORTLAND, May $1.—(To the Edi-
tor.}—From your sdlsorial of May 51, I

quote, “The Oregonlaon Hag no know-
ledge of the commission in the
citles of Nebraska and, we oping
nelther has Mr. Riesland.” As this di-

rectiy qQu lons my voradity, I cannot
nelp hut agalp ask you to glve spacs
to the evidence upon which the stata-
it of my communication is based.
rewith I hand you & copy of The
Evening World-Herald of Omshs, In
which you will find on page 6, column
2, the aditorial whose fruth you must
question, i my statement Is doubted.
I ask you to kindly print the same. I
fag]l that The Oregonian wishes to at-
tain the same ond that I have in viaw,
gnd that only In the means our opin-
lons differ materiall)
BEF

IN RIESLAND.

Tha editorial from the Omsha news-
paper of March 1 does not add to the
information of The Oregonlan or M=s
Rieslend as to the effectiveness of local
commiss! in Neabraskas ' It ls mers-
ly an arg gtate regulstion
of publitc o A large part of the
wWorld-Herald's article was copled var-
i used as his own by Mr. Eiles-

batim &
fand in = offfcial pamphlet sent by
the City Auditor to Portland votsre. AS

votérs who desire to redd it may find
the most of the Nebraskn paper's adl-
torial on paga 88 of the pamphiet The
Oregonlan sees no occaslon further to
Niuminate the Portiand wituation with
the luster of the World-Herald's opin-
fon.

The Orexonian has not
question Mr. Rieslapd's “voracity.
herewith admits thut ke ls 8 voracious
plaginrist.

Intended

Flan Works Both Wawys
Life.

“Yes,” said the man In the tram, “my
wife usad to gel awlully nervous every
time she heard a nolse downstalrs at
ht. but [ azsured her that it couldn't
urglura bocause thsy are carsfol!
pot to make any nolse’™

“And that calmed her, did It re-
maried the interssted man in ths next)
sent

“f should say not™ replisd the first|
rider. “Now phe geéls nervous svery,
time ghs dooesn't hear any aolss,™ T




