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Piano Frauds in Portland

and How They Are Perpeirated

g While it is impossible by any amount of warning or exposure 10 protect
those gullible people who will insist on believing that, in this world, some-
thing can be obtained for nothing, and who, therefore, fall easy victims to
the unzcrupulous, still there are some “Frauds” in the piano business that
should be laid bare for the protection of reputable makers and dealers, as
well as that portion of the public which asks and expects only full value for
the amount of money expended.

@ Among the many “Dodges” used to gull the public are the mock auction
of furniture in a private house, including a piano for which “great renown”
is claimed, the “sacrifice” which “ a lady about to go to Europe” is always
willing to maKe, the “wonderful bargain” to be obtained by addressing
some “Private Party” or “Transfer @ Storage Co.,” the “Prize Puzzle or Dot
Counting Contest” during which some manufacturer who is worth only a
few thousand dollars gives away several millions in “fale checks” or “Puar-
chasing coupons,” the “was $550; now 8167 sales,” “History maKing reduc'-.
tion sales,” “Going at 1-2 price sales,” false “Retiring from Business Sales
and many others.

@ All these cheats originated in the East, but as soon as each one was adver-
tised in the Eastern papers, it was copied by the “circus” or “trick” dealers
in Portland.

@ Cheap pianos bearing a name closely similar to that of some well-Known
makier are often offered at private sale, at the furniture sales and even by
some unscrupulous dealers. Such names as “Mason @ Hamilton,” “Mason 2
Hampdern,” “Hamlin @ Mason,” “Mason @ Hampton™ are all evidently inten-
ded to trade on the reputation of the costliest piano in world (The Mason
@ Hamlin), while similar attempts have been made to trade on the high
reputation of the Hardman, KraKauer and other distingaished instruments.

@ As every piano of even decent reputation has a fair value in the trade it-
self, it is self-evident that it is not liKely to be sold at a “sacrifice.” [If the
so-called “Bargains” now being advertised in Portland by the circus piano
concerns were real, as their advertisements claim, the substantial dealers
would buy them instantly, but'when the buyer is not familiar with the value
of an article, it is easy for the salesman to add some to the price in order to
allow for reductions and it often happens that the reductions do not equal
the addition.

@ The Wiley B. Allen Co.’s immense business has been developed upon a
belief in the common sense of our public — meaning by “our” public those
people who realize that it is good judgment and economy to pay fair prices
and get good pianos.

@ Our business consists exclusively of selling pianos and player pianos of
the most advanced types, at prices which represent their actual retail values.
We have no profits to add in order to cover the expense involved by provid-
ing gift inducements to purchasers.

g Sensationalism and misrepresentation find no place in our business. Our
goods speal for themselves. They are well made, fully guaranteed, and
sold at the same identical prices that are asKed on the floors of their manu-
facturers, whether in Boston, New York or Chicago. Investigation will con-
vince you, and will save you meney.
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May 27-28

3:30 P. M.

Noted Aviator C. F. Walsh
of Los Angeles, Cal.

Using a Curtiss-Farman machine of latest type, will demonstrate the aero-
plane in all its branches, Wonderful Dives, Spirals,
Landing and Quick Starting.

Automobile vs. Aeroplane Races

ALSO PASSENGER CARRYING STUNTS

All Records for Distance, Duration and Altitude will be tried for.

ADMISSION 50¢—GRAND STAND AND
AUTOMOBILES WILL BE FREE

Tickets for Sale at SI. S. RICH, 267 MORRISON ST.




