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A MILD SPFECULATION.

The poll.by the St. Louls Mepublie
of the Democratic editors of Missouri
to asceriain the trend of sentiment re-
gurding the chales of the next Demo-
cmtie nomines for President recalls
again the fact that Oregon and Ne-
braakn will be polled under the
anthority of state laws next Spring on
the larger guestion of cholce of can-
didates for both parties The lack of
wvalue of such polls locally applled s
{llustrated in the Milssouri case. Champ
Clark, & favorite son and recegnized
Presidential timber, recetved only halr
the votes polled by the editors, whiie
the remaining votes were scattered
among olght other men, sevearal of
whom are not now looked upon us
ponsibilitien.

Presidentinl preference Iaws are
Ukely to result in diverse expression af
awhims, fancles and local favoritism.
Por., example, one MNlssouri oditor
favors W, J. Bryan, yet we may con-
fdently expect Nebraska Democrals to
give Bryan a plurality If he consents
to the use of his name In the pri-
mariea

But if direct nomination of Preaiden-
tial candidates had been the National
policy In 1896, would the Poeriess Ones
now have the adulstion of even one
Missouri editor? Would he be the
cholce of Nebraska Democrats for any
office? Chances are the “croas of
gold™ spesch would have been de-
itvered &t same c<roasroads near the
River Piatte and Iryan would be re-
tired on his early laurels gained &as
the Boy Orator of Nebraaka, instead
of his fame na o National party
lsader,

Under Presidential prefersnce laws,
or direet nomination of Prasidential
candidates, If either decomes general
throughout the country, future can-
didates will have to work thelr war
up step by step. It will be Impossidble
to create a4 stampede with one flight
of oratory.

THE IDEAL AND THE REAL

Dr. Woodrow Wilson says he has
mot discovered anywhere Ao purposs to
supplant representative government
with direct legislatinn. The excellent
doctor is thersfores heartily and un-
reservedly for the Initiative and refer.
endum, for he thinks that It rein-
forces, and does not subvert, the con-
stitutional system of our revered
forefathera.

If the doctor's thesls Is correct, no
ginceres friond and supporter of rep-
resentative government—government

of, by and for the people—will quar- |
But unfortunately it Is |

rel with him.

not corTect "hen the distingulshed

traveler reaches Oregon in his swing | T
| ucts,

mround the clrole he will find here &
decided and perhaps a growing sent!-
ment to abolish the Legislature. It
Jias found expression In various ways

For example, al the session of the
Biate Qrange at Corvallls, last week,
B resolution proposing substitution eof
the commission for the legisiative
form of state government was seri-
ously urged. During and !mmediates
1y after every sesaion of the State Leg-
falaturs we see In the radical press
wiolant attacks on that dbody, with di-
rect sugrpestiona that it is more than
useless: that it betrays the people; that
it Is venal corrupt, indelent, unintel-
Jigent and reactionary. that It jegis-
Jates too much, with too ltitle benefit:
That it % not responsive to publle
opinion; that as s system It has ut-
terly broken down; and that its fall-
urea, omisslona, evasilons and Imper-
fections can and must ail be correctad
by the people. The result is to de-
moralize the Legislature, and to bring
mpon It contempt and opprobrium
not altogether deserved.

DPr. Wilson understands and accu-
rately states the true function of dl-
gect legislation: but he has yet fo
learn how it works in its free-and-
easy form. In Oregon, & evVeryone
knows, there are two Legislatures, one
gt Salem and one at Oregon City, In
U'Ren's hat There should be one
Legisiature and one court of popular
appeal from the Legialature whenever
1t shall fall in ita duty—to the people
themselves., Such a government would
be ideal. It is the kind of government
Dr. Wllson and every other good citl-

gon wants. But who will say that
e Bave It In Oregon?
SLAXDERING POETLAND.
The granting of = permanent in-

Sunction restrainiog the filing of “vex-
atious and frivolous suits™ against the
Proadway bridge ought to bo sulfclent
to stop the numerous altacks that
Bave besn made agalnst the cit¥'s
credit since the Broadway bridge be-
came a lve !ssus with the people of
Portiand., It is gnfortunate, however,
that the order could not have Included
the circulation of false reports which
have been sent out for no other pur-
poss than to damage the ceredit of the
city to the extent of preventing the
sale of the bridge bonds. As a rem-
edy for this latter method of “knock-
fng” It is suggestod that civil action
for damages be undertaken by the
eity. It is regretabls in the extremeo
that the overwhelming malority of
taxpayers who voted for the Eroadway
®ridge. and who will be obliged to pay
for 1t and all the delnys that have
been causad, should be unable to free
the city entirely fromg the unwarrant-
wd attacks mads on olir eredit

The principal business Interests of
1ha Wast Side are anxious for the early
completiop of the Broadway bridge, In
rorder that the thousands of dwellers
on the East Side of the river ¢an reach
tha West Side with as !Hitle delny as
_possible. For similar reasons, dwoll-

sers in the residence districts of the
{East Side are anxious for the early

F:Ma of the much-nesded bridge.

problem, since iis inception, has |

always been one of the “greatest good |
for the greatest number,” and If the
matter avers less serious it would seem
ridioulons that a dozen or two Frank
,Klernans could set aside the plans and |
thwart the wishes of a city of more
than 200,000 people. The persistent
and consistent attitude of the Broad-
way bridge obstructionists has served
to advertise Portiand in certaln finan-
clal circles as playing the role of -I
bunco sharp seaking to sell gold dbricks |
to the UDWAry.

This is a reputation to which Port-
land is not entitled, The credit of |
the City of Portland Is behind the
bridgs bonds, and that credit was
piaced there by an overwhelming ma- |
jority of the people. Thers is no
question about the legallty, propriety
and advisability of the bond lssue. The
monsy will be forthcoming and the
bridge ==ill eventually be completed.
Meanwhile there s no apparent |
method by which the foolish crusade
against the project can be entlrrl}'i
stopped. Portland is a big clty, how-
ever, and is growing mors rapidly
than ever, and in contamplation of this |
growth and of the vote by which the |
Broadway bYridge was carried, the
Frank Klernans might, with adun-]
tnge to themsalves. recall that old |
fable of the fly that ciung to the cart
wheol in & valn effort to stop its revo-
lntions.

NO FREES TRADE FOR GEORGE.

Senator Chamberiain professes to
be indignant that The Oregonian has
intimated in its Wushington corre-
spondence that he is for free tfade In
wool. Ha 1s not. The Oregonian should
have known better. He lanot and never
was for anything that he thinks might
jecpard his political standing at
homs. He can blow hot and blow cold
on the tariff with any of them, He
can be for no tariff or low tariff or
high tariff or any old tariff on any
old commeodity, Just whatever sults the
boys who do the shouting for Cham-
berlain sbout election time. If the
boys want free wool, George iz for
free wool: if they want a low tariff
on wool, there you'll find your Uncle
George: and If it occurs to them that
schedule K—the iniguitous schedule
K—is just the thing for Oregon,
George canl go &8s fur as the most pur-
blind protectionist In whooping ‘er up
for schedule XK. Depend on Your
Uncle George.

Of course George tells you during
the campalgn that the very bables are
erylng for tariff for revenus, or free
trade, or somea other of the immortal
and variegated Democratic tariff doc-
trines—but when It gets Jown to real
brass tacks George dellvers the goods,
no matter what the platform says.

Froe trade with George means free
trade in somebody else’'s commodity,
not the Oregon woolgrower's, Free
trades i wool? Perish the thought.
Free trade in moonahine and the other
torel=n commoditiea, but not in wool
or hops, or fruit, or anything eise
ralsed in Oregon.

The Oregonian of courne withdraws
ita libelous statement that Senator
Chamberiain was for free trade In
wool. He is not for fres trade in any-
thing but votes—unless, of course, it
is fres trade In something or other
that is ¢r might get mors votes in
Oregon. Then Goorge Is for it, hide,
halr angd tail.

A FARMERS' UNION,

The farmers of Powell Valley, car-
rving out an idea long held by the
State Grange, have undertaken to form
an farmers’ co-operative organization
through which they expect to do their
marketing to better advantage to
themselvea. The object wiil be to

eliminate the “middieman™—the tra-
ditiennl and ever-present absorber of
farmers’ profita—to a reasonable ex-
tent from the handling of farm prod-

Farming in the Willametta Valley
has growa Jduring relatively recent
years from the hit-and-miss methoda
of pioneer times, that were induced by
an almost total lack of a ready mar-
ket for farm produocts to & systematie
business the results of which are com-
mensuriats with the intelligence and
industry employed In Ita pursuit. So
genarous is the soll and so dependable
the climsates of this section of the state
that the returns from agriculture can
be gauged with as much certainty as
cean those of any other business for
which there is a steady demand call-
Ing for adequata supply. This fact,
in conjunction with a constantly wid-
ening market, has revolutionized
farming in the Willamette Valley,
though, truth to tell, there are still
plodders who pursue the old single-
crop syetem, tha Inalgnis of which is
impoverished lands, unpainted houses,
pest-ridden orchards and dilapidated
fences. But these are diminishing
year after year and new methods are
succeading the old lack of method In
condocting farming operations.

Still, there 8 much to be desired in
making farming in this reglon profit-
sbla to those who engage In It Meth-
ods whereby this end can be accom-
plished have been instituted by the
grangs movement from time to time,
with indiffarent success, or at & heavy
loss to those who engaged In it. The
grange warehouss for the storage of
wheat was one of these; the bullding
of and attempt to run a steambdost on
the Yamhill River up as far as Me-
Minnville was another. Thess and
pther efforts, though vunsuccessful,
were commendabls for the spirit that
they evinced and for ths purpose
sought and only failed through lack of
experiance in the business of those
who put up the money and assumed
the obligations incident thereto, and
through the formidable and trained
competition which they met. There
would bs something pathetic in the
efforts that fwrmers have made from
time to time to secure falr returns for
thelr industry were not this effort ao
sturdy and so manly as to reject pity.
Aa It ix, it marks the nohle discontent
of Intelligence that asks just retarns
for productive labor

The new undertaking noted {ndi-
cates the aownkening of a practical and
intelligent purposs. There ls no rea-
som why the farmers of Powell's Val-
ley—an exoeedingly productive and
well-settlod section of Enstern Mult-
nomah—should not, control, through
co-operative methods, the marketing
of their products and also secure
through the-advantage of wholesale
prices and lower rates upon homse sup-
plies than now prevall in farming dls-
tricts A farmers’ co-operative asso-
ciation, managed according to rules of
business falrness and safety, has been
a dream of years to thrifty farmers
who have seen the profits of the “mid-
dlemen™ absorb the profits of the pro-
ducer.  This reallzation of a long-de-
ferred hope seems Imminent In Pow-
oll's Valley, sirce n mesting has been
called for May 20, the purpose of
which s to form an association for the
| co-operative marketing of all produce

| the voters of the Tenth Ward belleve
| Mr. Eilis is a liar and slanderer.

ralsed by its members. Properly man-
sged, such an organizstion should
prove of substantial benefit to those
most vitally concerned.

FOUTS VS. ELLIS.

It seems that the recall in the form
has been adopted In Portland
may be applied to almost Any means
or end. Just now the voters of the
Tenth Ward are asked to vindicate
Mr, Seneca Fouts. Mr. Fouts' record |
ative in the Legislature—is not in is- |
sue and the recall i not s;mclﬂmuyi
directed at him, Put Mr, Fouts' hon- |
esty and Integrity have been atitacked
by Mr. J. T. Ellls, who is City Coun-
cilman from the Tenth Ward, and to
retallate Mr. Fouts has brought about
an slection for the recall of Mr. Ellls.

Of coursa it must be admitted that
Mr. Fouts did not originate the recall |
movement. That started some time
ago over tl‘ expoediency of some ac-
tion or other of Councilmag Ellis con-
cerning a proposed sewer, The peti-
tions lungulshed, however, until Mr,
Ellls accusad Mr. Fouts of attempting
to bribe him. Then Mr. Fouts dis-
covered, for the first time, that Mr.
Ellls “does mot faithfully and effl-
clently represent the interests of thae
Tenth Ward nor of the Clty of Port-
land.” He got very. busy, revived the
petitions and has now filed them in
the office of the City Anditor,

The present status of the affale
doea not indlcate, however, that any
final f=sue will be drawn as to Mr.
Ellls' dolngs in the City Council. It
is to be simply e persongl matter be-
twesn him and Mr. Fouts. We pre-
sume, If Mr. Ellls is retained in office,
that it will dbe construed that the jury
of the voters in the Tenth Ward be-
Heve Mr, Ellls spoks the truth wwhen
ho charged that Mr. Fouts attempted
to bribe him to drop the Iinitlative
potitions proposing a competitive pav-
ing ordinance. If Mr. Eills is recalled,
we presume it may be inferred thag

|

| in office—he hoids that of Represent-

All
of which is a muatter of grave impor-
tance to the community which pays
the sleotlon costs.

To such depths of usage does the
recall descend when It fs made the
ensy medium for trylng out personali-
tiex, spita work and political aquab-
bles. When will the people awaken
to the need for safeguarding the re-
call so that it may be usad solely in
cases of publle emergency?

CREATING ARTIFICIAL CONDITIONS.

Tha most serious objectlion ever
made against the protective tarlfl was
that It created artificial conditions to
mest which artificial methods were re-
quired. The natural workings of old
law of supply and demand which had
governed commerce through all the
world's history have boen nullified by
ariificial jaws for which the tariff
alons is responsible. The evil of this
policy of protection is quite plainly
shown in the present Canadian reci-
procity negotintions. The manager of
the National Lumber Manufacturers'
Association, In testifying before the
Senate finance committes last Satur-
day, declared that if the reclprocity
measure becomes effective British Co-
jumbia iumbermen will wrest control
of the Callifornla markets from Whash-
ington and Oregon lumber {nterests,
and upon completion of the Panama
Canal will cut deeply Into the Eastern
market, which thess two states now
dominate.

The reason given by this expert for
the passing of control of the lumber
business into the hands ef the Can-
adians was not that they had any
economic advantage in the cost of
timber or of manufacturing the same,
but that “Britlsh Columbla mlils
can ship in foreign bottoms at less
rates than are charged by American
constwise vessels,'” No suggestion or
intimation is made that we should
mest this threatened competition with
exnctly the same weapons that are
used by our competitors, which In
this case ara fres shipa We have,
unfortunately, by denying American
citizens the right to use foreign bot-
toms in their ecarrying trade except
on epecial routes, created artificial
conditions. The standpat element that
is fighting Canadian reciprocity de-
mands a perpetuation of these arti-
ficlal conditions, and to keep them In
fores must neces=arily insilst on the
retention of the tariff on lumber.

1If we were permitted to use ships of
all nations, an inexpensive privilege
enjoyed by the Canadians, there would
be no need of any other kind of pro-
tection against Canadian lumber. In
pther words, If wes will keep our lum-
ber business and our shipping busi-
ness on a natural basis instead of in-
sisting on the establishment of an artl-
ficlal eondition In one industry, for no
other reason than to offset an artl-
ficlal condition which Wwe ourselves
have created in another industry, we
can quite spccessfully meet any come-
petition svhich the untrammeled Can-
adian can offer.

The imperative necessity that Amear-
jean commerce be provided with cheap
ocean carriers is not confined to the
jufiber trade. Tha consumers and
producers of commodities swhich are
carried in ships outnumber the ship-
owners in the ratio of thousands to
one. They have rights that should
be consaidered In the matter. The
prosperity of the entlre Pacific Coast
region would be greatly enhanced by
granting our producers and consum-
ers the cheap ocsan Treights now
avallable to Canada.

A LEAF FROM THE PAST.

A prominent incldent—perhaps the
most prominent, certainly that of the
widest import—in the political relgn
of the late ex-Governor Grover was
his lssuance of & certificats of election
to Eugens A. Cronin as Presidential
Elector in 1876 In the plice of Dr. J.
W. Watts, of Yamhill County, who
was held to be disqualified for the po-
gition becauss, at the time of his slec-
tion, November, 1876. he held the
commission of postmaster at La Fay-
ette, in that county.

Dr. Watts wvas & man of consider-
abla prominence in politics and espo-
clally as a temperance worker. He
wns a powerful man physically, and
his volce, with a declded nasal twang,
was heard throughout the later years
of his !fe throughout Oregon and
Washington (n favor of prohibition.
Ho was a frugal man withal—"a little
near.,” indesd—which explains his
folly in holding on to the position of
village er (the pay was
somewhers about $400 a year), while
eagerly accepting the honor of u place
on the ticket as Presidential Elector
for Rutherford B. Haves

Of course neither he nor any one
else thought that the electoral vote of
Oregon would be & deciding and hotly
contested factor In the Presidential

slantion, snd tha campalgn managers

gave no thought to the postmastership
of one of the three Oregon electors
until the astounding closencss of the

|

votp in the electoral college was re- |

vealed by the returns. Neeadless to
say, the commisslion of Dr. Watts was
surrendered without delay, notwith-
standing which the certificate of elec-

| tlon was withheld from him by Gov-

ernor Grover and !ssued Instead to Mr.
Cronin. ‘Though Mr. Hayes wis geat-
ed by the electoral commission, his
rightfu!l Incumbency of the office was
and is still held in doubt by perhaps
a mujority of the American people.
It may be =ald of his Administration
that it was & clean one, though tame,
absolutely without Mmoident, and was
from first to last under the shadow of
popular disapproval.

As to Dr. J. W, Watts, he fell utterly
and frrevocably from his party’s grace
and dled some years later—politically
speaking—"unwept, unhonored and
unsung."”

Governor Grover'a actlon in the
premises was that of an intense parti-
san who eagerly grasped an opportu-

nity to do his party a great favor In a.

matter that was deamed of viial Im-
portance. Though bitterly denounced
at the time by a majority of his fel-
low-citizens for his action, it was con-
cedsd, after the storm had subsided,
that he had dona nothing more than
what, under the circumstances, he
might nably have been expected
to do. f the chlef actors In the
Presidential drama of 1878, Samuel J.
Tilden, Rutherford B. Hayes, J. W.
Watts, E. A. Cronin and La Fayetts
Grover, the last, but yesterday con-
signed to his grave, was for man
years thes sole survivor. .

The salmon run at the mouth of the
river i reportaed very light. Such & re-
port, howeve?, {s not unusual at tho
beginning of the scason and It has not
infrequentiy happened that light runs
sarly in the season have been followed
by phenomenal runs later. Meanwhile
it is encouraging to note that the lower
river Jogging camps and milis are run-
ning full blast, whiloe in other parts of
the state wool is being sold in 500,000-
pound lots and strawberries are about
ready to move in carload lots. There
is something doing all the time In Ore-
gon. If any one of the numerous re-
sources of the state iz backward In its
contributions to the <clreulating me-
dium, the deficlency is usually made
up by the others. The salmon Indus-
try Is of immense valus to tha lower
river country and a light pack would
be deplored. And yet the difference
batwesn a large pack and a light pack
moans less to the stats and to the
lower river country than it formerly
414, when salmon was the predominat.
ing factor in our prosperity.

The Harriman line into Central Ore-
gon was opened to Madras last Satur-
day. The first circus to show In Cen-
tral Oregon divided honors with the
rallroad “opening,” some of the visit-
ors coming from points sighty mlles
away. Now that Madras has enjoyed
two oelebrations !n honor of the com-
ing of rallroads, she will probabdbly set-
tls down to business and provide some-
thing bealdes circuses for the rallroads
to move, Both the Hill and the Har-
riman Interests have spent laArge sums
of money in bullding up the Dexchutes
River and returns In keeping with the
size of the investment will not, under
the most favorable clrcumstances, be
forthcoming for a few years., But
there s an Immense area of rich terri-
tory tributary to the new roads, and
fndustry and thrift on the part of the
reslidents will bring results that will
makes the newly opened reglon attract-
fve allkes to the people gnd to the rall-
roads which serve them.

Henry E. Reed's articis on drift of
population to the city strikes the nall
squarely on.the head. There Is too
much “orchard” land and not enough
vegetables on the market. But where
fa the remedy? The lure of the little
farm s a disease that must burn ftself
out without a cure, on the one hafd;
on the other, the man of advanced
years, whose ambition has been a life
of so-called ease In the clty, has ready
enrs to llsten to the promoter and
with the price of the option in his
pocket will cheerfully let his.180 or
420 acres Ne {dle a year or two. Dur-
ing the last cycle it was prunea. Many
stayed with them and have prospered,
but much of the land went back be-
cause It was unadapted. Now it Is
apples, and in tweniy years the same
story will be told, unless discretion is
usad in cholece of asolls, climate and lo-
cation.

The thres branches of American
Methodlsm are still discussing proj-
ects of union, but they do not unite.
It is Instructive to compare the nu-
merous inharmonious factlons of
Christendom with the complets unity
which prevalls among the followers
of Satan. Woe are told that If the
devils should fall out among them-
selves hell would fall. What is likely
to happen to the Kingdom of Heaven
if the Christlan denominations go on
schismatizing ?

Bapator Bourne and Senator Cham-
berlain are advertising through their
pres= bureau what excellent commit-
tes appointments the¥y now have
Then they really ought to do some-
thing for Oregon. They cannot hers-
after blame It all on to Hills,

Malheur County seems to be able
to ‘“whow" Portland. An Ontarlo
man wos fined $25 for renting A houss
to people of questionable character.
In that last frontier reglon a spade I3
called a spade, when it 1s not a trump.

Fiftsan thousand peopls are idle in
Chicago on swocount of an ethical dis-
puts between plumbers and steamfit-
ters. This gshould be a case whoreln
Mr. Gompaers can earn his salary,

Madero found it easy enough to
start the insurrection in Mexico, but
nelther he nor Diax seema able to stop
it. The story i an old one and finds
many countarparts In history.

Mr. Taft, having been a lnwyer and

a judge, very naturally opposps the re-

call of the judiclary, Benelh and bar
alike hold tenacious ideas of judicial

dignity.

Lacking a Moses to lead the party
to victory, let it be remembered that
once upon a time A man by the name
of David was A grand leader and
fighter.

The Oregon hop-contpact market is
firm at 21 cents, but the grower sees
a better figure in tho near future.

By the looka of things, ex-Banker
Morris has o halrcut coming.
- — = — —————
The Iimpressionable Caruso s In
more trouble over Lils RInoura

| increase the bonded debt and the an-

MAKING OURSELVES RICH BY TAXATION

Careful Annlysis of the
County—Inguiry as to Whether

Tax and Debt Situation Im Portland and Multnomah
Proposed Bond Issues Are Justified.

.

PORTLAND, May 12—(To the Edl-
tor.)—At the city election on June &,
the eclectors wil vote wupon several
propositions which, If approved. will

nual interest charge of Portland in the
following amounts:

Proposed Bond Issnes.

An'l Int
Amount. TYrs. P.C. charges.

Purpose—
so::l:; % $1.400,000 30 .04 & 50,000
Avdstorum L.l T800.000 B0 .04 34000
Council] Crest... 250,000 20 .04 10,000
Municipal Jeil., 200,000 B0 .04 5,000
Garbage Eystem. 70,000 50 .04 8,009
Totals ,..-...5$2.535,000 $101.000

In considering the meritas of thess
different issues, It is wall to look into
the present bonded debt of the City
of Portland. This amounts to $0,841,500,
carrying an annual Interest charge of
$445,535, and includes the {following
items: §60,000 of crematory bonds
dated September 1, 1810, and maturing
nnnunlly, the interest belng computed
nt the average per year for the life
of the bonds; also, $125,000 of fire-
bost bonds now being advertized; also,
$500,000 of Broadway bridge bonds
recently w®old but pot yet dallvered
In detall, tha present bonded debt, to-
gether with the years when it shall
mature, is as follows:

City's Bonded Debt.

n"] Int,

835,000

10,125

24,400

X B, 000

4 212,300

. 00, 10,000

1028 ..eesssssrssssssses GSANOD 28,700
2088 .\ aassveissasaseess | BIB,000 20,730
BOBE. o:enebisnanrnnss i ) TIETO0 28,000
1043 .o 1,000,000 &0, 000
1988 1,125,000 45,000
180 450,000 15,000
1840 . y v 10,000
Il A 20, 000
TOLBIN  .essennssnas ves JO.841,.500 B440.505

In addition to the foregolng there
are outstanding $1.605,000 of bonds of
the Port of Portland and school dia-
trict No. 1, which the City of Fort-
land will largely pay, as it comprises
nearly all of school distriet No. 1 and
pays on over §3 per cent of the tax-
able property of the Port of Portland
These bonds are:

Amount, P.C. An'lInt

Port of Portland..§ 800,000 4 to @ 40,000
Bchool distrlet . ... TIOO00 &8 to 8 3LB55
Totals ..........BLODEKOOD $7T1LA65
On top of the load of outstanding

bonds of the City of Portland, the
school distriet and the Port of Port-
land, bonds to the amount of $5.400,000
and carrying sn annual interest cherge
of §217.000 have been duly authorized
but mot issued. These are as follows:

Bonds Authorized.

Authorized by, purposs. Amt. AnlInt
Chy 1007;' rrkl....... L0000 § 20,000
City (1807), docks...... B0, 000 20,000
City (1907)° firebost... 150,000 6,000
City {ll"wg' B'], bridpe. 1,260,000 00, 000
City (1910) pubile docks 2,500,000 100,000
Port of Partland *

towage-pilotage . ..... 860,000 21,000
Schoal Dist., high school 150000 3. _.....

Totals T T L) $5,400,000 $317.000

*Unissued balance. $Not fixed.

Bo that if all the bonds to be voted
upon next month shall carry, we shail
find ourselves up against a situation
something like this in the matter of
bond poseibilities:

Issued, Aunthorized and Proposed.
Amount. An'l Int

Municipal bonds out- %

SIBRAINE  .comaoermnies $ 9.541.000 $449.0385
Port of Portlande out-

standin DI VR BO0, OO 40,000
Echool gutn:t bonds

eutstanding ........- T10,000 §1.355
Authorized. but not 1is-

B0l . eerses paneases : L0060 217,000
Proposed for June, 1511 2,023,000 101,000

Totals ...cccccscasss $19, 875,000 §535.800

That s to say, that if all the pro-
poeed lssues carry next month, the
counccll and the different boards and

commissions authorized to lssue bonda
can glmply by executing laws already

only a small beginning for a iarge and
growing necessity.

Tha status of the present bonded debt
of $9.541,500, at the close of each rive-
year period since the first water bondn
of the pre:ent series were sold in 1887
is thus shown:

Bonded Debt by Perlods.

Bonded P. C. In-
Period, elrt. Increase. Crease.
1887-1501.....§1.213,000
1802-1898. ..., 4,704,000 §8,450,000 62.3
1807-1901.44.. 8,195,000 450,000 0.0
1902-1606. ... . 5 T14.500 621500 !9.0
1907-1911..... 9,541,000 4,123,000 Tl
The bonded debt has increased almost

8s much {o ths four and one-third years
since January 1 1907, as it did In the
entire 3 years from January 1, 185 to
December 51, 1306, The greatest percent-
sge of inoreasa was noted In the five-
year perifod between 1882 and 189§ when
the demands of the new city csused by
the consolldation of Fortland, East
Portland and Albinae were exceedingly
pressing. Of the total issue of $3,450,000
in that period. tho city hall called for
$500,000, bridges and ferrles for Fo0.0M.
and Bull Run water for $1.000,000.
Ordinary prudence would ssem 1o dle-
tate that the present |a not & propitious
time for Portland to take upon Itself
any more bonded debt. no matter how
worthy the object. All over the coun-
try, business !{s marking time swaiting
the clearing of the financial Eky and
the return of oonfidence, sad Paortland
should not now plunge inlc new dsbt
Whils communieation bstween tha two
sldes of the river is highly desirab.e,
the South Portland bridge will zot puf-
fer by walting for two years 8outh
Portland is on the long axis of trafflo
running north and south and will before
long come into its own in a ‘way that
will make up for the disadvantages
which it has suffered In the past Like-
wise, the Counecll Crest auditerium,
municipal jall and garbags propoaltions
might rest for a few years without any
harm being done.

High Assessments Responsible.

Tha root of the evil of extravagance
in Portland during recent yeuars lles in
the excessively hlgh assessment of
property in Multnomah County for pur=-
poses of taxation. In 1504, tha year
befors ths movement toward higher
asseszments bagan, the gross valpation
of property in Muiltnomah County was
$66,427,577, and the tax rate was 40
mills. In 1905, the taxabls wvaluation
was put up to nearly $144,000,000. and
the tax rate fell to 14.8 mliils. It was
confldently msserted at the time that
high wvaluss would mean permanently
low tax rates, but the theory has falled
to work in practice. What has hap-
pened 1s only what reasonably might
hava besn expected, to wit: Surplus
revenues arising from high valuations
have alwsys lsd to an era of extrava-
gance, affecting fArst the public offi-
cials and then reaching to the general
community. Thus in 1910. Maltnomah
County pald a 22-mill tax on an
assessed valuation of nearly $302,000,-
000, which is more burdensome than a
40- mill tax on 3144,000,000, Im the
general uplift of asgessments peoploe
have come to think that our wealth is
fnexhaustible and have procesded to
tax themselves tich. The impression
has got out that the West Is free and
independent of the East in financial
matters. This Impression has, however,
been lately very rudely shockad by
the general cautlon in the financial
markoets, due to ths business recession,
the Mexican uprising, the tariff dis-
cussion and the wait for the decisions
of tho Supreme Court of the United
States in the trust cases. We forget
that we are only jusi entering upon
the period of settled agriculture in
Oregon, and that we are still largely
dependent for our prosperity upon our
flocks and crops.

Increase in Assessed Values.

The increase in the assessment of
various classes of propérty in Multno-
mah County since 1804 is shown In the
following table:

C. In-

creasa,

¥,

1910, Inerease.

Class of properiy—
T P T TR ——— § 23,000,540 § 1702770 3.2
Town 1ots  -creccersnsscsnsimnsnsnscs - 23,827,200 153,930,600 150,503,400 531.5
Improvesnentd . ,.essessccessnrnas e ranar 13,000,355 63,918,270 34,956,910 263.9
Railroad, telephone, telegraph, expreas, ofl,

frrigation, Unlon Depot and sleeping-car

COMpUning . .everccs-ssnnes T aenarase- 1UTAS00 o5,5040,084 £2.431,.004
Steambonts, engipes and manufacturing ma-

CHINBLY . cccivsssscacnradassnss sssnnnsers LIALEND 7.5340,000
Merchandise _.......-- evsanstune seessns ssna 4,054,545 14,760,830
Monoy. notes Rod moqOuUniN........aes e 8,080, 400
Capltal stoek .....--::2 crsressrsmainsnn B. 383,950
Farm !mpicments, vehlcles ...... sasenmrsens 1.084, 165
Household furniture, Jewelry ....ccocessass 7,038,810
TAVEStOCK « ss-nns YIRS TS et s 806,525

PolRIR . idsssavisnaaissionss e 458,427, $901,823.040  §243.705.072

in force, with an appropriate Increass tn |
assessed valuations, saddla upon prop-
erty s total of bonded debt of $15.875,-
500, practleslly all of which will fall
upon the city of Portland. Add to this
between 35,500,000 and $6,000,000 of
outstanding Improvament bonds, which
are a charge against partlioular prop-
erty, and the averags taxpayer can
pomprehend to what dizzy haights we
are uscending in the matter of taxation
and bonded debt

Interest regquirements of 3$SI88N0 on o
tonded debt of $19,275,500 would call for
an annual tax amounting to three mills
on S$IM55LA0, which was the taxuble
value of property ‘in Portlend in 1810
While there must be a day of settlement
for mll debt, it was not until A L.
Barbur became City Auditor that the
Clty Governpment gave any consldera-
tlon whatever to the !mportant matter
of minking fund. Mr. Barbur figures that
A tax of four-tanths of & mill per year,
the procesds of which are invested in
local improvemant bonds bearing 6 per
centd will retirs outstanding bonds as
they mature, with the exception of
witnar, school nnd Port of Portland 1is-
suss. In 1810 the Council levied a tax of
two-tanths of & mill for sinking fund
and In 1511 e tax of & quarter of =a
mill for the same purpose, but this is

The proportion of the total assess-
In 1810,

ment in Multnomah County
borne by the varfous ciasses of prop-
erty was:

Clasa-— Per cent.
Land In ACred....csssssaasssasasnasss -850
Town 10t ....cvcesers Ry~ v ALk 51.00
IMprovemenls ... ... ciccciansinnnrans 1087
Rallroads, o8, ..cvosccvcsesssassnn e
All other ....--.. i b R T B 4D 10.0%

Total ..... e L e P 100,00

Another factor which should make
for cautlon at this time 1s the Income
tax which Congress will lavy If a suf-

ficlent number of states ratify the pro-
posed amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, as now soems like-
iy. Cntll the amendment s ratified
and the bill Introducced in Congress, we
ghall not know whether tha tex will
reach Incomes from investmentsa or
from earnings or both. If it shall reach
rents, land in Multnomah County will
have n considerabla Natiopal tax to
bear In mddition to its present rather
nhigh proportion of local taxes. All in
all, this is an appropriate time for the
taxpayers of Portland to check all fur-
ther Increases ln the bonded debt and
taks a breathing spell until they can
find out where they stand.

HENRY E. REED.

DEMOCRATS IN THE PRIMARIES.

Writer Objects to Interference With
Cholee of Repaublican Nominees.

PORTLAND, May 13.—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—Mr. Rushilight received o plu-
rality of the votes cast at the primary
last Bsturday, but hew was that re-
sult secured? Was 1t by Mr. Rushlight's
populsrity with the Republicans? I
think not. I understand thare are about
28,000 voters registerad as Republicans,
and aobout 5000 registered as Demo-
orats. This, an almost everyona knows,
is @ dishonest registration. It is Impos-
sibla for the public to know how many
Democrats falsaly registersd as Repub-
Meane. This is the oath the voter
swears to:

+1, Hlving been first duly sworn., say.
upon oath, that I am & gualifiad elec-
tor, and the statements hers entered
opposite my name, &S to my qualifica-
tions as &n elector, are true.” He doen
not say he iz a Hepublican, but that
his statements are ftrue.

There §s the clasa of Respublicans
who ara continually agitating the yues-
tion of “voting for the man'” If ono
observes carefully he will find these
politiclans always advocating the elec-
tion of some Democrat, as he s al-
ways the “"honest™ man they refar to.
The sergument by the same ciass I3
just as strenuous and honest (@]
against an assembly or any kind of an
organization by the regular Republl-
Ccans.

They wiil argue that the regular Re-
publicans are enemises of the direct pri-
mary, when the very fArst sentence
contained in the "holy” primary law
fa: “Under our form of government,
political parties are nsefdl and neces-

argument Is to bellttle a man who has
the courage to stand steadfast for his
convictions. The man who votes “for
the man” discounts prineiples. The Re-
publican party is a politlcal organizn-
tion whick stands for certain well-de-
fined prinelples, and a person to be
trunted and relied upon will vote thoss
prineiples. If he (s a Democrat let
him have the honesty and courage 10
vote his ticket—the ticket represent-
ing the principles he belleves are right
—and when e¢nforced will bring the
greatesl prosperity to the greatest
number.

But what T. object to is the fact that
the Democrats register as Ropubllcans
and maka the Republican nominsations.
This corruption has been resorted to
ever sibce wo had the primary law and
In my oplnlon is tha warst featura of
the law. JHow long thls condition 1=
golng to continue ne one can tall, but
it will continue wuntil the people be-
come arocused to the fact that there is
need of amendments to the primery
law.

I would llke an opportunity to volas
for mome good, clean, able Republican
for Mayoer of our city—one who is de-
fore the people mot representing the
North End, the corporations, or any
othar class—one big enough to merit
tha confildence and support of those
who vote the ticket as well as reglster
as Hepublicans.

C. B. LA FTOLLETTE,

Not Sympathetic In Dollars.
Washington (D. C.) Herald.
“It certalnly does make me mad”
“What does?”
“To find that a fellow I've been feel-
ing sorry for is s heap better fixed

sury at the present t!me.” Thalr whole

financially than I am."

LS =,

|

Advertising Talks

By Willinm C. Freemmo.

Wilitam H. Hetchkin, who has bean
advertising director of several large
department stores, does not bellave in
theoreticnl or sclentific advertising.

He holds fast to the good old adver-
tiaing doctrine that you must convince
the purchaser at home before a sala
can be made,

In other words, Mr. Hotchlkin thinks
that the advertising copy of a firm
must be powerful enough to convinge—
to create m desire to purchase befors
4 man or woman leavea the homs.

When the man or woman responds to
the sdvertisement, then polite, Intelli-
gont and accommodating salespeople
must be on hand to consnmmate the
sale and to create a favorable impres-
sion upon the mind of the purchaser.
Creating a favorable lmpression is most

| important,

| Cartter 4, Mitchell 4.

Then tha merchandise {tself must ba
all it has been represented to be—the
delivery must be prompt and the whole
meehanism of the store must fit in with
{ts claims and promises.

To writs convinelng advertisements
{s a hard task, but it is baing done to-
day mors frequently than ever before,
becauss all advertising writars who
use thelr brains realize that eommeom
sense 15 the most effective advertiaing
weapon in the world.

Besautiful language, Impressive words,
bright rhetorie, do not count half so
much as a story plaialy teld.

Evarybody understands simple hlan-
guage. It requires a good writar and &
wonderfully human man or woman to
write an advertisemsnt that will hold
the attention of readera.

Modern advertising is plowing and
harrowing and wsowlsg seed —things
that must be done before the harvest
can ba reaped.

The sale, ns Mr. Hotchkin says, mast
be made at home first.

(To be continued.)

Country Town Sayings by Ed Howe

(Copyright. 1011, by George Mathews
Adama)

A hard-workigk man always seems to
be lucky'.

Bafora I @le, I'd like to find somothing
bettar than I expectod it womld be.

Nothing looks prettier on a ‘woman
than a white spron with a blg bow at
the back

After a man has been out of Congress
awhile, people say, “You wouldn’t think
that mean bad ever been in Congress,
would you?

They say an old fool is the worst fool:
still, I know some young ones that would

be hard to beat.

How well-Aressed, neat people are ad-
sttention

mired! Do you pay as much
to your personal appoarance As Yyou
should? Carse in this particular pays

big dividends.

A woman in half mourning doesn't
seem to mind her grief much.

If you keep a good resolution only &
day, It has done you at least & day’s
good.

Thers is the s=ame dull routine about
love affairs that there 18 about meals at
# bonrding-house,

Do vou laugh at ugly people? And
are you above suspiclion in that particu-
lay yourseif?

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonian, May 15, 1861,

Weae have some important items of
fnt=lligence from Olympla. Acting Gov-
ernor McGill has issued a2 proclamation
ecalling for the organization of the
militia,

The United States fort at Chehalis ia
to be abandoned. _The troops ara
orderad to the BSound, and Captsain
Molony, commanding, to the States. It
{5 supposed the company at Stellacoom
will be ordered homae.

The ity Councll last night elected n
City Attorney., Thers weérs ten ballots
taken, Result, J. H. Mitchall & G. H.
Mitchell elected,
Tha Council then procesded to elect a
city printer. First ballot: H. L. Plttock
votes, . L, Curry 1 vota, Colonel
1 vots, blank 1 vote, Plttock

6
King
elected.

Thera waa & U'nion meeting at Ora-
gon City last night. The little demon-
stratfons which have been made théera
by the secessionlsts brought out the
people. The flag goes up this morning,

yir. Martin for Law and Order.

PORBRTLAND, Msay 14.—(To the EA4-
{tor.)—Kindly permit me to correcl a
misstatement that occurred In  The
Oregonian of this date. [ have never
objocted to laughing children, but most
strenuously obiject to vandals and law-
breakers, When I moved into this
nelghborhood the rule was “everything
ra and typhoid-

goes,” Tons of ch

brecding filth, had accummulated. 1
was told not to see It, tp forget it etc.
On all sq our city ordinances wéra

dally broken. In a friendly spirit 1
appenled to the lawbreankers, only to be

threatened, cursed, denounced and as-
saulted. I have been obliged to report
this unlawful state of affalrs to the

police department and when all mllder
measures falled, to swear out warrants
{or the arrest of the lawbreakers. By
my efforts, alded by City  Attorney
Grant, and such a splendid deputy as
Mr. Sullivan, and one of the most just
maristrates in this Natlom Judge Tas-

well, I've succeeded in convicting sev-
eral of ~these unruly paople, and
teaching them that other people, save
themselves, have certain rights they
are bound to rvespect. I also had a
memorial in court, but signed by those
who respect law and order, vix., the

leading merchants and buslness men.
1 shail continue to insist on my neigh-
bors obeying the law.

A J.
streot.

MARTIN,

1215 East Taylor

Fields Suggested for Mayor.
PORTLAND, May 13:.—(To the EdI-
tor.)—If the Republicans who are op-
posed to Mr., Rushlight will get to-

gether and units upon one Indepen-
dent candidate for Mayor they can
alect him hands down., 1 kEnow sev-
aral who eould be elected if they would
run. There is one man who can poil
two votes to Rushlight's one. This
man's name is ¥rank S. Flelds, He Is

and stunds high in the es-
timation people. He is broand-
minded, consistent, honest and fear-
less and would glve us a good, ciean
administration. We need a good, strong
“Republican” to handle the Incoming
Counclil. Mr. Rushlight Is a "Populist™
and has no business Iin the Republican
ranks. W. H. GORDON.

well known

of the

Where the Damages Go.
Fuck.

Bmith—I want to =ues Jones for dam-
ages for belng run down by hie motor
ear, but I'm afraid he has no money.

Lawyer—Oh,

use his car,

that's all right. I.oan '




