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SOCEALIST GOVERNMENT 15 UNSATIS
FACTORY.
One year's experiesce under a So-
clalistlc administration kas proved to
Mllwaukde that the comparatively new

—_— =

party does not offer rellef from all
fils with which e¢ivic government Is
affectad. While some reforms of

minor importance have been accom-
plished, a strict axdherence o party
doctrines has resulted in placing many

departmenta of the ity in the hands
of men whose only quajification for
the work s loyalty to the party. The
pasitlon of Street Co ismsloner was

crealed and an sppolntes
bad been for fifteen years in the em-
ploy of the asphalt trust. Under his
administration nothing but bituminous
pavement can b= The
crodit of the city has been Impalred by
the radical change In administration
and for the first time In history
the city has been compelled 10 DoTTOw
mopey on interest in anticipation of
tax collections. These and other trou-
tilem that bearet the Wisconsin metropo-
lis seam to prove that farther changes
in our aystem of city government are
& necesslty before the taxpayers who

inld In the ity

foot the bills cuan gpet the full value
of thelr moaey.
SBome recent testimopy offersd by

the present Mayor of this city and an
ex-Mayor tends to create the bellef
that it may bo ths system more than
the party tha! is responsible for much
of the trouble. It may be that the
propased commimsion plan which 1s
now growing in favor will offer a 8o~
lution of the problem that ls troubling
mot oaly Milwaukee, but Portiand and
other clitles, With some alight varia-
tions, & recent eoditorial on this tople
in the New York World might appl)
guite forcibly to Portland. The World
Asserts that “The city cannot sup-
press burglary and viclence. It can-
not stop half-time In the schools. It
cannot clean the streelsa. It cannot
protect the parks from heodlums. It

i

fictent to quiet any fears of the farm-
ers that the price of wheat can in any
manner be affected by the removal of
the duty so long as both countries re-
maln on an sxport basis. Admitiing
that the price wonld be affected some
time in the distant future when the
consumptien of the cereal outran the
production, it is questionable whether,
even then, a duty would be advantage-
ous or defensible. Invocation of that
good sound doctrine of the “'greatest
good to the greatest number” would
show that where oae whestgrower
might be benefited a thousand con-
sumers would be Injured by higher
prices

It will be & good many years bafore
this equalization of comsumption and
produstion takes place and meanwhile
& duty on wheat Is fully as dangerous
and damaging to the American farmer,
eapecially in Mr, La Follstte's balli-
wick, ss sgnsbhine and min adminls-
tered in proper proportions.

p——

CIRCTUMLOCTTION OF HOME RULE LAW.
Shortly after the November election
The Oregonian expressed, in effect, the

epinion that the framers of the home

rule amendment had merely led the
people of the state In a walk around
a circle. The first court construction

of the amendment bas now been given |

by Judge J, W. Knowles In the Tenth
Judicial Ddstrict, and this decision
seeml to coincide fully with what The
dregonian has asid.

This declsion, coming from the Cir-
cult Court, Is of course not final, but
it i Interosting as ahowing the trend
of judicial opinfon. “I belleve”

| Judge Knowles In his opinfon, “that

named who |

the only reasonable construction that
can be placed upon the above constl-
tutienal amendment (home rule mens.
ure) is that where the local aption law
s in force in & county by a vote of the
peopla of such county, that towns, cit-

{os and municipalitiea do not have the |

right to Heense the sale of Intoxicating
liquors within the corporate limits of
said town, municipality or eity.”

The main issue In the cass decided
waa not the question of the right of
voters of a city located In dry territory
to authorize by selection the sale of
liggor In the ecity. It Invoived the
right of the City Council in a city In
dry territory to issue saloon licenses.

| But the same cotirse of reasoning that
led to Judge Knowles' decision would |

seemingly apply to measures Initiated
by the voters in dry c¢ities. There s
nothing In the amendment bearing

| the construction that the voters may

cannot force the asphalt contractors

to mend hojies in the pavement. It
cannot bulld subways even when It
has 352.080.000 worth of plana, every
legal obstacle removed and the money
saved to begin with. All it can do i
o spand 5250,000.000 per yoar™

Portland, with the almost unanim-
tus copsent of the people and with
350,000 worth of plans on hand, has
been for two years trying to make a
slasrt toward buliding the FHroadway
brillge. We cannot bulld the bridge
and we cannot bulld a decent palice
station, although every grand jury that
has mst In the past decade has con-
demned the present Inadegquate, dls-
sase-hreeding dump that !s uned as a
station. Wyp cannot make cur street
contirtctors repalr pavaments and we
canpnot even select the Kind of pave-
ment we would llke to have on the
streeta We cannot restrict the spread
of socinl cutcasts through the respect-
abls districts of the city. and we can-
not force contractors to remove from
the stréet and sidewalk unsightly and
dangperous obetacles ke that now lo-
eated at Fourth and Washington.
Thers are a good many other things
whith wa apparenily cannor do under
our present form of govermment. but
like New York we can spend milllons
of the taxpayers’ money each Yyear,
with all the abandon of a drunken
mallar, and somehow, In some way, the
tax eaters whn year after year snug-
gle cltws to the city cashbox, never
axpearianca any difficulty in getting
thelr saiaries

Mlilwaukee's experience with
Socialists has thrown no light on the
grave problem. but it has shown that
unill there 1 & &hange In our system
of city government new partiss and
old parties will bs very much allice,

RECITROCTITY STRUOGGLE BEGUN.

Tho first guns In the Canadlan recl-
procity battle In Congress were fired
Saturday und Mr. Kitehin, who led the
attaek for the reciprociiy forces, ap-
parently bhad much the best of the
confllct. The Democratic member
from North Carplina seemed willlng
to go down the lioe with a free [ist
that would satisfy the most exacting.
Ha not only promised Mr. La Follette,
thé fiew member from Washington, to
wvolfs for free sugar 1f the Washington.
an would vote far free lumber, but
he agread to put all trust-controlled
articles on the froe list and then some
others. Mr. La Follette, In his Pu-
louse home, has waiched the threaten-
ng antics of the free wheat boglie so
long that he interrupted to Inquirs,
™f the difference In the price of wheat
on the two sides of the Canadian bor-
dar was not evidence of the wvalue of
& wheat duty to the American farmer.™

Bo long a&s It 1= true that the sur-
plas supplles of American wWheat and
Canadian wheat seek ths same mar-
Reats in Europe. and that the price is
Sxod by conditions provalling in Liver-
pool and London—the griain marketls
for the world, there la no other lo-
éality In the Unlied SEtates that couid
Be s0 far removed from Canadian
wheat competition as the distriet rep-
resented by Mr. La Follette.
market open for the wsurplus wheat
grown In Whashington Is in Euarope,
where the Canadizn surpins s mar-
keted. and until consumption of wheat
in the United Sintes overtakes the
production, the Liverpool price wiil
Be the overwhelming factor In fixing
the price on both Canadian and Ameri.
ean wheat For Mr., La Follette of
Washington to fear that the admis-
slon, duty free. of Canadian wheat
Into the United States would affect the
price of Washington wheat is fully as
Jogical as it would be for him to fear
a decline in the price of Washington
wheat becauss thers Is no duty that
prevents shipping Oregon wheat across
the state liné.

Commercial statistics showing the
exports of wheat from Canada have
baen frequently printed and are suf-

enact jJaws pertaining to the sale of
liguor regardiess of the local option
law, but that thes City Council may
adopt such measures subject only to
the local option law,

If Judgs Knowles' construetion fi-
nally prevalls the time and effort ex-
pended In the adoption of the amend-
ment will have been fruitiess. The
country precincts will still be able to
fores prohibition on unwillilng towns
if they have the necessary preponder-
ance .of votes. Local option will not
have been changed In definlte particu-
lar. Meaningless phruses will merely
have been ndded to the constitution.

The situation lsads one directly to
one of the gulde-boards placed along
the road to & proper Initiative by
Theodore Roosevelt. He has wisely
deciared that the Initiative should be
safegunrded by somas méthod that will
guarantees competent drafting of

| measures. The home rule amendment

is & siriking example of the need of
such & safeguard in Oregon. It is &

| measure to which a final clagse wWas
| added apparently for the sole purpose

| phrases

of galning votes. In.- effect this last
clause is the string attached to the
April Fool purse. When we attampt
to plck the purss from the sidewalk It
is jerked away with the cord.

The Oregonian, however, s not
cémplalning so much concerning the
ineffectiveness of this particular meas.
ure us It i= of the looseness which per-
«ita the use of ambigulties and catek
in initiative measures to an
extont that deprives the people of
knowledge 88 to the true offect of leg-
lslation submitted to them.

S

THE OOMIC SUFPLEMEXNT.
The comic supplement whizh has
pecame a rather prominent feature of
all of the newspapers in the big cities

| of the ¢ountry is recelving some ratheér

the |

severs criticlsm In the East, and a
number of organizations for the sup-
pression of the horror have been
tormed. Unfortunately for thoes who
are offended Ly the presence of this
ridiéulons buffoonery whick has such
a strong hoeld on the chlidren, publie
sentiment is not yet ready to abolish
it. The Sunday supplement comicse
ara printed by the newspapers for the
same reason that detalled accounts are
printed of prize fights, salaclous law
sulty and other kinds of news ecagerly
read by some and rejected by others.
A newspaper with unlimited caplial
behind it and a desire to spend that
capital most rapidly, could serve the
public with just what the editor
thought the public dught to have. The
public, however, would show its dis-
approval of such a policy by refusing
to buy the paper, and in due season,
when the capltal was depleted, the
paper would perlsh.

No one has ye! succeeded In putting
out & paper tha:t was satisfmetory to
all readera. If some paragon of all

| journalistic virtues should reach this
| pinnaclis of success, he would have no

'

The world would need but
one paper. Nearly all owners and edi-
tors of our newspapers would gn-
doubtedly be willing to do away with
the Bunday scarecrow {f there were not
a demand from the public that paya
the bllls. The view of ths general
public on the matter svas quite polnt-
edly set forth al & meeting of the
League for the Improvement of the
Children Comlic Bupplemeéent held In
New York a few days ago, when Mrs.
John Martin sald:

“We galn nothing by closing our
eyen to facts, mand there are two
notable facts connected with the ques-
tion befors um First, that theae
things which we object to, this comie

opposition,

| supplement and these columns of hor-

Thoe only |

rora, the people ke and will pay their
scanty pennies for, day after day. Sec-
ond, that sceérding to All American
traditions, they have as good a right to
like them as we have not to ks them,
as good & right to thelr opinion as we
have to ours. They ralse no objection
to our reading Emerson or Browning.
or becoming addicted to works on
ethics or philosophy. Why then db
we assume to Interferes with thelr
pleasures, thelr tastes and thelr
habits? 1 admit freely that the news.
papers are bound to give the people
what they want. But I should not be
here tonight, T should not ralse my

| voles in this meeting of protest, did I

pot belleve that 1 too am A part of
the peopls and 44 I not know that 1
am not getting what [ want.™

The successor to the comic supple-
meant is ilkely to be obtained, If ob-
talned at all, through a process of

says |

dvolution. The effort of the advanced
newspapers now s to obtaln something

For a comic pago especially designed

to ploase children and still point ar |
’tho last election.

odeasional moral, the New York Her-
ald Company has suppliled In the Twee
Deedle sories now rupning in The Ore-
gonian ene that comes nearer filling
the bill than anything yet evoived. But
there will probably always exist &
cluss of newspapér patrons that will
demand a supplement devoted to siap-
stick bhuffoonery: grown-ups are de-
manding the comle supplement for
thelr own amusement It Is not aito-
gether a demand from juveniles, and
so long as the supplements contiaue
to exist there will remaln different
standards concelved to please differ-
ant tastes just as there will continue
to exist different standards of comedy
on the stage concaived to meet differ-
ent demands.

THE REAL LOSS

Not in maay resrs—perhaps not
since the British sacked Washington

nearly a century ago—nhas the country !

suffered as heavy a loss by fire, in the
tar-resching sense, as was suffered
by the bLurning of the New York Capi-
tol at Albany two weeks ago.

While the bullding Itself cost in the
nelghborhood of $27,000,000, much of
this sum representing the robbery of
contractors !n collusion with priceless
politiclans, this loss can be replaced
and Is indeed Infinitesimal as com-
pared with that of the priceless rec-
ords that were atored for safe keeping
in this massive and presumably fire-
proof building. New York had glven
more attention to the collection and
preservation of archives bearing upon
the achlevements of the state and Na-
tion than had any other state. The
loss of thess from fire, smoke and
water, while not complete, ig very
gréat—greater than that of the bulld-
ing.

Since the fire wrought the wreck
that it 414, it may be regretted that it
left one stone upon another of the
great four-square siructure that was
impressive only becsuse of Its groat
size and artistic only In detalls that
escape general observation. In this
view the worst may be saild to be yet
to coms, since it will probably be re-
palred at enormous cost, along the old
lines of construction, which represent-
ed, seemingly., but & succession of af-
terthoughts In architecture, due pos-
sibly to the length of time, verging
upon & quarter of & century, over
which its erection was carried.

MORE TAX QUESTIONS.

Another handful of questions oo tax
matters has been handed to The Or-
egonian by Mr. 8 W. Babcock, who

uses a typewriter particularly in favor
with' other writers on the same sub-4

ject. We note the following:
1 motiss In your city that electric lines are
ssscssed for $5,000,000. s that 30 per centof

what they are worth? I see that the asssss- |

ment for, Oregos rallroads ls about $TL000.-
O, w--u‘d net thalr righta of way and spe-
cial franchises stll for five tlmes that? ia
one cousty of this atata booet literature
mays there is §30,000,000 worth of standing
limber, yot tha non-tillable lands altogether
are assessed for less than $1L,000,000. Could
nog the farmers and the small homeowners
ba ralleved by taking up some of this evi-
dent wholesale tax dodging?

What would bha the most lksly amount
of personal property and improvemants that
ponid be entirsly exempled. ms you peem (O
stiggest? From talking with many I do not
ballave that 3300 would bds accepted BDow,
Many would vols for what is called the
single tam (altbough I do pot understand
that we oould =sdopt that theory In toto
in Oregon) unlews some substantial conces-
sion js mads. Wil 2ot the mutter be pushed
further than tha conservatlves desire?
Zome say that 32000 would give the home
gwner in city and eountry snoouragement
to build asd lmprove & small tract or lot
to the utmost. I offered an oo Initiative
amsodment [ think It would earry because
many who are not {n any way singls taxers
will vots for it, and many would see ia It &
bettar chanee to head off the single tax
than the amendments offered by the last
Leginlature What figure of exemption
would be abeut right? Why not have a
state tax leagus te ¢nforce fair assessments
under our present laws?

The Oregoninn would not attempt
to give an estimate on the value of the
righta-of-way and franchises of thae
electric railways of Portland, nor
would It attempt to estimate the value
of the rallroads of Oregon. Probably
each class of property ls under-as-
seasod. But this condition is an old
problem, which is now In process of
solution. The Rallroad Commission
of Oregon has been engaged for some
time ln determining the physical value
of rallroads and undoubtedly, when
the work is completed, the valuations
thus determined will be used ns a
basls for correcting rallway nssess-
ments. It has been done in Washing-
ton, where the work was begun In nd-
vance of the Oregon undertaking.
There a fairly sccurate adjustment
has been made under which general
property and raflroad property are as.
seized in proportion.

Oregon at the Ilast sessjon adopted
& public service commission measure.
This commission, If it ia permitied by
referendum-secking enemlcs to ne-
complish the work it is authorized to
do, will complie nccurate infor-
matlon concerning electric rallways on
which assessments may be based that
will stand the test of courts.

It 1s undoubtedly true that the
farmers and homesowners would be re-
Hleved by & higher tax sssessment on
timber. The answer s so obvious that
it iz ldle to discuss K. But doea Mr.
Babcock seek to give the lmpression
that an exemption of $3000 on ped-
sonal property would necessarily re-
sult In higher taxes on timber or pub-
ie utdlities? If timber and public utili-
ties are now under-assessod, s there
any readon to belleve that If certain
other property were relleved the as-
sesaing officers would be less disorim-

inatory? Would they not bé just as
likaly to ralse the rate, or perhapa
ifncreass the sssessments on  farm

lands, town lots and personal property
not exempted?

The Oregonian does not believe that
a 33000 extmption an personal prop-
erty and improvemerts would be an
ounce of encouragement to the better
improvament of farm or lot property.
The average man proceeds gally to
vote for more bonds and greater ex-
penditures from the public purse and
for Inefficlent officials without a
thought of his taxes. Heo doea not
think of taxes unt!l he geis his notica
of assessment and then he does not
blame Rimself nor does he blame the
men he elects (o office 80 often ay he
denounces the system. He squenis
when he pets his notice and agaln
when he pays the blll—then goes
ahead with his dally work unmindful
of taxes until the next paying perfod
rolls round.

The O lan swvould favor an ex-
emption of $300, but s not wedded
1o those exact flgures, Such an exemp-
tion would ald those least able to pay.
It has no fear that thére will be no
conservative measure pressnted to the
people In the next election. There
will undoubtedly be measurés pro-
posed of many kinds and many varie-

!

that will satisfy the demand and yet  of
be srholesome as well ns humorous. | to be feared.

ties. The danger threatening worthy
tax reform measures is not in the lack
“soncessions.” Multiplicity is more
The people are Illkely
to reject the whole list in disgust, &s
they 4id the county boundary bills in

Why not a state tax league? Why
not?

The official returns on the popula-
' tton of Indin have just been issued at
Calcutta, and the flgures offer excel-
Jent reason for the unplemsant conciu-
| sfon 'that in Indla thousands
. annually from insufficlency of food
| that & not easlly obtainable in such
an over-populated country. The re-
turns show & population of 315,000,000,
a gain, In spite of the death of mll-
Hons by starvation, of more than 20,
000,000 {n the past ten years. What
this on of population means
can be partially understood when it
is remembered that the entire area of
India i about the same =s that of
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Callifornia,
Montana, Nevada, Arizona, Utah and
Wyoming. With the economiec condl-
tions that must prevail in such a
country, it is =mall wonder that there
fs an increasing swarm of the tur-
baned, swarthy sons of the Far Enst
| descending llke locusts on the more
| tavorable Iabor felds of America.

Nine steamships arriving In port
| yesterday showed the diversified na-
ture and increaxing Importance
of Portland’'s ocean commerce.
The fleat Included the 10,000-
tonner Lucerie, in from the Orl-
ent to load outward with general
cargo for the Far East; the Norweglan
steamship Sark, from BEureks, to load
jumber for Australla, and the River-
side, from Panama, with general car-
go from New York via the Isthmus.
The constwise fleet inciuded the Roa-
noke, Tamalpals and Westarner, with
| passengers and freight from the Call-
fornla ports; the Rosecrans with oll
from San Francisco, and the Breakwa-
ter and Alllance, from Coos Bay, with
passengers and frelght. The combined
earrying capacity of this fleet is about
40,000 tons of frelght. In number and
tonnage the totals are nearly large
enough to equal a full week's business
of a few years Ago.

The muckrakers, land-lockers and
over-conservationists who are respon-
sible for the retarding of Alaska's
growth are the same men who rejected
| the word of tha Presldent in the Bal-
linger controversy. Whatever Presi-
dent Taft may say about Alaskan
problems after his forthcoming visit
to that territory will be rejected by the
same individuals, it ¢ be expected,
if it does not accord with the suspl-
clons and theorles they have obtalned
at long range. But, while the Presl-
dent's expreased confldence was not
sufficienit to protect Ballinger from
vilification by the enemles of both,
recommendations to Congress based
on first-hand knowledge will undolbt-
edly have a potent influence on legis-
| Intlon governing Alnska. The day of
the muckraker In Alaskan conditions
is waning and we may expect the
President’s trip to hasten the night for
such busybodies,

Mr. James Holph, president of the
San Francisco Merchants Exchange,
and a businessman well and favorably
| known all over the Pacific Coast, s
being groomed os a Mayoralty candi-
date to run agalnst Mayor MeCarthy.
Mr. Rolph has pever held a political
office but he has mannged business
affalras, large and small, with a dis-
piay of talent and intelligence that
augurs well for his Mayoraity qualifl-
eations. Mr. Rolph is sald to be an
unwilling candidate but ia belng put
forward by an element that belleves
San Francisco will be the gniner by
the substitution of businessmen and
taxpayers for the politicians who have
for & long time been running the city
governmont in San Francisco. If Mr.
Rolph is elected, the Callfornians can
rest assured that the Eastern visitors
who come out to the Panama Exposi-
tlon will find & ity government for
which no apologies Are necessary.

How . a woman could expect to see
the "set” of the back of her hat by
turning her head untll her neck Wwas
dislocated 1s & mystery fathomable
only by the sex. but the Nebraska girl
who tried to do so Saturday and had
to be hurried to & hospital to be
straightened will never “rubberneck™

again,

One Thooma candidate for Mayor
has had four wives and his rival kept
out of the noose until he was 4%, On
such an issus, neither Solomon nor
the late B. Young. both of Whom, It
mutt be admitted, scquired large ex-
perience, could maks a forecast of the
result,

Speaking of Presidential “lds"” a
‘dispatch In The Oregonlan says Mr.
Taft's head has changed shape and
“Mr. Roosavell’s head grew bigger
durlng his term of office Almost
anybady's head would swell a little on
that job.

These provinclal governments may
now be given credit for doing the right
thing. The eaptain of the Iroquols has
been arrested for manslaughter for
siaving himself at the expeénse of the
lives of crew and pASSengers.

There have been jokes about raill-
roads alleged to be but two streaks
of rust, but nobody dellaved them un-
til the State Rallway Commission rode
on the Central Oregon at Union.

A ————————————

In dlsgust at working for $41.66 a
month the Deputy Disirict Attorney
of Clackamas County has resigned and
another wants it, even at thst meager
rate of pay.

With all manner of filreworks pro-
hibited 1In the Interest of a sane
Fourth, calebration 4f the day must
revert to the plonesr method.

e

The groundhog service, having pro-
vided proper Easter weather, can now
leave the fleld to its rivals, who are
mere weather gueasers.

There will be plenty of fruit for
cherry festivals and apple shows, and
strawberrics ganlore.

J. C, Stubbs s entitled to & rest
after forty-two years of tremendous
work.

|

With butter at 26 cents, the high
east of llving Is greaaing tha silde.

The past week has shown tha oil
pot to be the thing.

It was a rainless and joyous Easter
mm‘

|

GREAT CONVENIESCE OF MONEY

It People Dig Business by “Swapplng,”
How Could They Dellver?

Philadelphla Ledgar.

Senator McCumber. of Nerth Dakota,
in addtessing Mis colleagues In oppoxi-
tion to the reciprocity bill, declared
that “city folk™ ure wantonly extrava-
pant, and produced a singular and cer-
tainly picturesque tabulation of cer-
tain figures to prove it. He sald that
when the farmer goes to spend a day
in the clty uis scale of expendltura Is
as fellows, in terms of the products of
the farm:

Cab 18 Rotel, .oy .ue.p 0. Hix hushals of oals
Tip to Ariver....,..-......Fifteen cabbages
Tip o @levator BOY..,..... Two dozen exgs
Tib to beiltoy. one and a haif bushels bariey
Breakfest.....Three-fourths of & ton of Hey
Tip to walier......Two bushals of potaioes
LUDCRPOM .« w sassasrarwnzinan .»sma  sheed
Tip to walter, one and s half busbels carrots
Dinc ..Four bushels of rye
TIp t0 Walter..........Ons bushel of onions

sesrssnsnrsTanbes

The Benator from North Dakots does
not Includs in the reckoning ths price
of theater tickets for the evaning's
dlversion, nop the transportation and
the supper afterward. These charges
might easily amount to the wages of
the hired man for a month.

The transiation of the payment for
the comforts and luxuries of clviliza-
tion Into the terms of agricultural
products brings one back to tha period
when payment was customarily “in
kind.” and reminds us that the word
“pecuntary” fe derived from the Latin
word that signifies a flock or herd of
cattie. The term billa of students at
American colleges in tho eighteenth
century were often pald. as subscrip-
tions for country newspapers are fre-
quently defrayed nowadays, in kind-
ling wood or butter and egss or cora.
The actual =ight of what a given sum
of money will buy Is far more im-
pressive to the untutorsd mind than
the cash In hand, which partly nccounta
for the eagerness of poor and improvi-
dent persona to ecxchange their earn-
Ings as woon as possible for something
of impressive bulk or spectacular ap-
pearance. They may buy something
they do not really want hecause they
seem to be getting a gréat deal for
their money. The succesuful auc-
tioneer Knows of this human frality,
and is not slow to take advantage of it
The chlild with a penny to spend for
candy ocares litle for quality, and takes
seven for a ecent in preforence to =ix
because hils penny seems to go further
in the purchase.

No one tan reallze ths convenlence of
money till he thinks of what It would
mean to Morgan or Rockefellsr to have
a coloseal fortune changed Into Ohts
and cabbages, onion and potatoss. The
conductor who was pald & couplo of
awaset potatoes Instead of A nickel by
each passenger would soon have no
room in hip car for passengers. What
an axperience it would be to carry a
handful of beans In one’s pockst to pay
for the morning peper. or to make &
purchase with a pumpkin and recelve
a few squashes in change. The Insti-
tution of money, often roundly abused
by morallats, deserves Ita popularity.

THEY HAVE CROMWELL'S HEAD,

An English Family FProudly Clalm Pos-
seanion of the Skull.
New York Tribune.

Tha reputed head of Ollver Crome.
well was exhibited recently st s
meeting of the Royal Archaeological
Soclety at Burlington House. The Rev.
H. R, Wilkinson snld that the head had
been in his famll¥. for threes genera-
tions, and in that time had never been
pravioualy exhibited In public.

The tradition was that the skull
was biown off Westminster Hall and
was plcked up by a sentry, who hiad it,
&and only confessed on his deathbed to
his wife that he had it In his keeping.
It pnssad Into the poeasession of the
Cambridgeshire family of Russell, and
came to Sam Russell, a needy actor.

Then it was sold to Cox, the pro-
prietor of the museum In Spring Guar-
dens, and was transferred by him to
three perzons, who exhiblted it In Bond
sireel Next It came into the hands of
Rev. Mr. Wilkinson's grandfather,

Sir Henry Howarth sald that the evi-
dence seemed to make It extremely
probable that the head shown was
really that of the Protector. Professor
Boyd Dawkins 44 not think he heard
of a more completa chain of e¢lreum-
stances,

Staie and Cabinet Officers.

TURNER, Or., April 11.—{To the
tor.)}—

1. What !'s meant by the.recall gyatom?

2 Who are the Representatives in the
Bixty-second Congress from Oregon?

AL How many members In the Sanats
of the Oregon Leglsiatgre? In the
House?

4 The names of
Oregon.

5. The names of the members of Prosi-
dent Taft's Cablnet.

BLANCHE SMALTL.

1 In Oregon the recall is the power
of the voters to institute an election to
determine whether any elected officar
shall retaln his position for the remain-
def of lhils term or be supsrceded by an-
other,

2 A W. Laffarty and W. C, Hawley.

2 Thirty SBenators and 6 Representa-
tives,

4. Governor, Oswald Wast; Secretary af
Stats, appointee to succeed F. W, Benson,
deceasad, not yet named officially: Treas-
urer. Thomas B. Kay; ttorney=-General,
A. M. Crawford; Bchool Buperintendent,
1. R Alderman; Printer, W. 8 Dunl-
way; Labor Commissioner, 0. P. Hoff:
Ratiroad Commissioners, C, B. Altchi-
son, F. J. Mlller, T. E. Campball; Engt-
neer, John H. Lewis: Water Buperin-
tendents, James T. Chinnock, First Dis-

Edl-

the state officers of

trict; Gaorge T. Cochran, Sacond Dis-
trict: Supreme Court Justices, H. J.
Bean, T. A. McBEride, G H. Burnett,

¥. A. Moore, Robert Eakin.
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Secratary Treasury, Franklin MacVeagh;
Becratary War, John M. Dickinson: At-
torney-General, G. 'W. Wickersham; Post-
moster-Genernl, F. N. Hitohcock; S
thry Navy, George Van L. Meyer; S
tary Interlor; W. 1. Fisher; Secr
Agriculture, James Wilson: Secreiary
Commerce and Labor, Charles Nagel

Guard Shakespeare's House.
London Evening Times.

The trustees of Shakespeare's birth-
plaée have held a special mesting at
Stratford - on - Avon, at which It was
unanimously decided to purchase for
$4500 the housa occupled by ths mecre-
tary to the truat sinee its proximity
to Shakespeare’s houss would enabie
their chlaf officer to exercise full and
cons=tant control over the most impor-
tant property helonging to the trustees,
gnd its acquisition would permanently
gecure the birthplace aganinat any de-
facement by unsultable buildings In its
immediate nelghborhooed. It wWas re-
ported that the secretary’s dwelling
houss had been placed In diract com-
munication by telephone with the po-
lice and fire stations and with the
burglar alarm at the birthplace.

They

Standard Frolt Measures.

GOBSAN, Swlitzeriand, March 2.—To
the Editor.)—What {s the standard meas-
ukte of a crate of sirawberries or logan-
berriea? i

What is the standard measursa of a
box of apples (such as are in use on
the Pacific Coast)?

Who s prégldent of the Oregon Deével-
opment League? ETEADY READER.

A crate of strawberries or loganberries
eontains 8 gquarts; pet welght, ¥ pounds,

The net weight of a box of apples 1s 43

pounds.

J. B Wileox, Condord bullding, Port-
land, Or., is president of the Qregon
Development League.

deyTaléooftheDay'

Secretary Etate, Phllander C. Knoxi

Bashful young men who timidly ap-

proach the desk in the Country Clerk's |

office nnd ask for marriage ilcenses,
have becn mystified of iate by hearing
the tolllng of a wedding Dbell near at
hand, Invarisbly the yoUmg man and
tho intended bride who scr.‘ou'_lpanlus him
look about for the bell, which seems
¢lose at hand, but cannot be seen. At
first they do not quite understand what
{t means, for the clerks are generally
busy and do not seem to notlce tha
gnusual sound. Then, as If by a signal,
all the clerks begin to laugh, a&nd the
applicants for the marriage lcense sud-
denly , reallze that the whole thing I
a good-natured joke, Intended for thelr
benefit.

The bell was the invention of G. 3L
Allen, deputy County Clerk, who placed
it under the counter bearing the records
of marringe llcenses and before which
the applicants must stand. It is oper-
ated by & rope carrled to a lever at the
other end of the counter. Thus It Is
quite evident to the applicants that the
man in front of them, making out their
iloense, could not be the author of the

nolee, the diraction of which s an un-
certainty.
One of the first victims of the joke

was on exceMiingly bashful msasn, who
seemed so startled when the bell began
to ring that the clerks were afrald he
would run out of the office, This em-
barrassment was Inoreased when tha va-
rious employes from other paris of the
big room gathered to enjoy the joke. He
goon recovered himself, however, and
took the mutter good-naturedly, as nil
others have taken It sloce the bell was
installed.

The usual crop of fish storlies is rvipe
agnin with the opening of the Sp
season, Most of the esgportsmen
have the habit of theatrieal 0l
ers” and want to usher the on in
the minute the embargo = 1ifted by the
state laws, report that the Soagon thi

who
ight-

n

year has started off badly., Sever
the boys were telling thelr hard-luock
yarns in the hearing of A. K. Bently,

who s something of a flsherman, and.
after he had listened to a number of
sad tales, he sald:

“You tellows don't know anything
about fishing. You always plck the
wrong place. If you want some real

fishing, take a trip up on tha McKen-
zis River soma day. The trout are 50
plentiful there that they eat up all the
food in the river and in order to keep
from starving to death they take a deep,
full breath and climb up on the banks
and eat the grass along the shore, and
when they bave had enough they slida
back In the stream and rest."

“I don't know so much about the Me-
Eenzie River,” put in Don Rea, but up
on the Deschutes, near Hend, the trout
ara so0 thick the year around and are so
hungry that you've got to hide behind a
tree while you balt the hook But even
then, you don't always have much lueck
unleas you wind your line with sirong
wire, for just as soon as one of the fish
take ths hook, all the rest in the schoul
flock around him and chew the line off.
We have had the best lnck by taking a
shovel or a rake end just scooplng the
fish out.”

Some friends of the late Wallace Stu-
art, who was accldentaliy drowned at
Bouth Bend, Wash., the other day, were
discussing his untimely end and from
that the conversation drifted to the oy-
star Industry in which Stuirt had been
engnged the last few years,

“That bdbusiness would make a man a
millionalre In a few years,” commented
C. B. Pfahler, one of the group. "1 don’t
know of any Kind of an Iindustry that
requires leas labor snd glves greater
returns than oyster ralsing, Of course,
a man has got to know something about
the gamo or he will fall. as he would In
any other llne, but for the man who
knows something about the Industry It
8 n money-maker.

“Here, just before he loat his life, Stu-
art was preparing to go back East to
get a couple of carloads of seed OyElers
from the Atlantic coast near Bouston Bay.
These sead oyatars which are not much
bigger than your finger nall cost about

$15.000 a carload, s0 you sde, besides
knowing how, It requires soms cash to
g0 Into the business, But then, when

these oysters are brought bhere, tha only
thing you have to do imx to walt till the
tide goes out and then sow the seed
oysters just llke ¥You would wheat, right
in the sand. The little fellows burrow
down, and there they siay. For the next
four vears they require little ocars,
at the end of that time the oystars are
grown—the blg fat Toks points you buy
in the market. By that tima they are
the size of your hand and the carload,
which cost $15,000 as seed, la now warth

about 280,000 In the muarket. That Is
only 600 per cent on your nioney, or s
lirtie better than 100 per cent A year.

That Is almost as good as buying inside
real estate In Portland.”

“There sre times In your e, sald
Harvey Beckwith, president of the
Portland Commerecial Club and who
served as chalrman of the general com-
mittee which had charge of the enter-
tainment of Colonel Roosavelt when he
visited Portland recently, “whsn you
feel llke dellvering a solar plexus upon
vour visitor who ecalis at most inoppor-
tune times. XNow I do not bellave I
am hard to approanch and I have never
felt it necessary for & man to send in
hia card to see me. But there was a
time when I withed for =zomething
stronger than a bodyguard and it ‘was
only a brief time ago, for thers {s noth-
Ing that annoys me quita so much as
n showing of disrespect to eminent
men.

“The incident that I havs in mind
took place In my office just previous
to the arrival of Colonel Roosavelt,
A man-—unknown at the tims to me—
but well drassed—onmae to my office
and took a s=at. He begano by saying,
‘Hello, Beckwith, when do you expect
to go down to meo the old man?

“Of course, I had an Idea to whom
ha referred, for T was then sngapged
In worklng out the detalls of the an-

I gave no In-
ng the drift of

However,
ndi

tertalinment.
dieation of understa
his remark and P I
#4 beg your pardon, sir, but to whom
do you refer as the “old man?’
“Why, Roosevelt, of course,' was ths
explanation. *The old man and I toured
this country together In one of hin cam-
paigne and I am a personal frleod of hls’
“oIs that 07T ' was my reply. “Wall,
i{ nmover heard the ex-President of the
United States referred to as o old
man,” and I am sure that it Is none of
your business when I go down the road
to mest him. CGood momning*
“Thrt was the best I could do under the
clrcumstances.’’

o

Hoad Poll Tax Law,

JORDAN VALLEY, Or., Aprill 12—(To
thes Bditor.)—Was the & road poll lax
collected by ward supervisors 1h portions
of the state abollshed. and If =0 In what
manner? HENRY SCOTT.

The county option tax amendment ap-
proved Iin the last election comtains an
ianibitlon agalinst poll tax. The Ure-
goulan ls advisad that the amiendment
invalldates the road poll tax law.

—————
Another Egg Reeornd

CANBY, Or./ April 14.—(To the Hditor.)
—Reading of the record of Southern
Siope Farm. Hood River, T am sending
a record of my lttle flock of elght
Rhode Island Rad hens, from which I
racalved 151 eggs. I wounld like to read
of mors record-hreakers,

MRS. J. H. COLLEY.

No.

CONDON. Or., April 12-«(To the Edi-
tor.)—Can a divorced person from Oregon
go to British Columbla and marry be-
fore the six months required by the law
here is np and come back here leagally

ried? w.

and |

Advertising Talks

By Willlam €. Freeman.
- -

' o

Why 46 so many corporations waste
thelr money in lobhying? Why do they
submit to the demands mhde upcn thém
by mén who ate trying to fatten. thelr
pocketbooks by hook or crook?

The remedy in in thelr own hands.

If all corpormte Interests want o get
a square denl from the peaple, and
ough them & squure deal from their

¥
[ 84

representatives In [egislatures, the
best thing for them to do 1s to taks
the people iInto their confidénca

through pald advertlsing in the daily
newsnpapers,

Their story will be read by tha peo-
ple 1f they put it befora them in this
manner.

The peopls have formed varlous
opintons about corporations, mostly
unfavorable, becauses corporations have

never talked directly to them.

Many misconceptions that now exlst
about corporat ;ns would disappear {f
frank siatements of facty appeared In
tha advertising columns of the newi-
pupers,

A preat many people are wrought up
over the outrages, imaginary or real,
that are perpetrated on them by gor-
porate Interests, e gend men to
the legisiative bodles with instructions

to ennct any kind of laws that will
curb corporntions,

Governor Woodrow Wilson, of New
Jersey, la urglng eloquently and per-
sistently the wisdom of frank publielty
in politics and in bosimess, and thore
l=a a growing sontiment all over the

country that the people shall hear from
the great business Interests thomselves

thelr slde of the story.

Newspuapers wint to be falir, but whe
should ey go out of thelr way to
fight rybody's battles, -especlaily
when v ars Inundated with notices
which press agents of blg corporations
try to ge iserted as news?

The press agant s ths greatest
mennce to the causa of settlng cor-
porations right with ths public, Let
them print strajght advertising news
and the public will glve them a fnlr
hearing and lis endorsement If they

are on the level
(To be

continued.)

COUNTRY TOWN SAYINGS
BY “ED” HOWE
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Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonian
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What's the Score?

Much heavy stuff wa read
In Winter tima

April is here;
A littla rhyme.

And so the gentle poets bring

Thelir roundelays concerning Spring.
This warlike stuff, we find,
Is quite & strain.

It preys on every mind

And tires the brain.
A mental tonle c¢ursg the bluea,
And now wea want some basshall newas,
—Washingt (D. C.Y Herald.
e

Don't Kiss Children, n Queen's Iden,

Queen Victoria c

is responsible for

children iden. The
her thras children being 3
court uttendants desiro of showlng
thelr Joyalty. Tags arrived
in this country hear Spanish
| squivalent for the words “do not kiss
me.” The labels are ln BEpanish be-
ausa of the origin of the ldea. Eu-
. A% B result of the move, 13 mak-

ing a camprlgn against promiscuoua

kissing of children.

A Spring Foem.
nal Magasihd.
' t awake Lo llife,
ehemies at strife;
) tha prize 10 be,
Lo gualned the early victory

with eager accents, loud and

the blossom with his lover's

Then SUn CAMD O

The bl
h
His biri eal ruys he sont, his warmest kiss
Which rilled oach petal pink with rosy
bllzs
Z2nmd, bBlushingly. her petald foll apart;

And to the sum rovealed her gollden hesart.

Hut wind was not

And he began to ] n ACHATY,
Huthleasly he tore 10 potals from- their
atem

1 tipon & breazo, and capiurced

ni
remalned  what

wind had naver
W On—
The *Momtem's heart, stil] golden ' in the
UL —




