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BLOW TO COMPENXSATION LAWS

The movement for enactment of
workmen's compensation laws In this
country has recelved a serious set-
back In the decision of the New York
Court of Appeals that the New York

o

Hlability law, which became effective
os Soptember 1, 1910, !s unconstitu-
tional The scope that such legisia-

tion may attaln is now placed in doabt
panding a ruling by the United States
Bapreme Court

The New York law defined danger-
ous occupations and provided that
employes engaged therein and injured

in the course of thelr omployment
should have the right to recover '
damuges fixed by a schedule graded
according to the ssverity of the In-
Jury The law abrogated the “contri-
batory nogligence™ rule and greatly

“fellow ser-

woope of the

na

i the two
doctrinea apparently was not directly
invelved, the Court of J als Indl-
cuted thuat the Legisiature was within |
the bounds of [ta authority iIn .\h.—n-'
gating or modifying them. The court,
however. h the change by |
which the wans made r:.n-'.‘-[
for Injuries i solely from the |

inherent his business was in

riaks £

guarantes In the New |
1atd and also T

that no per-
deprived of properiy

process of law.

will probab®W bes en-

ue

to the opponents in Whash-
ington of the new asutomatic com-
pansation law of that state, Dut it i=

perbaps questionable whether the de-

cizlon has any bearing on the new
MHability law in Oregon
Like the New York law the Wash-

Ington ac¢t classifles dAangerous OCcy pa-
thons but whereas the New York law
merely gave the Injured oemploye the
right to recover from his employer on
the basis of a fixed schedule of com-
pensal the Washington law secks
to eliminate the courts altogether. The |
Washington law imposes 8 tax on the
employer based ot the amount of his

.

payroll. This tax is to go Into & fund
administered by a atate comm'.wh.-n!
from w i compensation is to be
pald to the ired workmen accard-

There are no
reservations an the right of an injured
employa to compensation from (his |
fupd except that of wilful self-Injury. |
An Injury resuiting from a DeCessary
riak s 10 be compensated by money
payment socording to the fixed sched- |
ule. The employers in each classifica- |
tion, at the end of each year, are to |
be antitled to a proportionate distri-
dution of the unexpended portion of
the fund ralsed by this tax. It would
seery to be obvious, therefore, that If
the rule Iald down by the New York
Cogrt of Appeals ls sound, Washing- |
top has also overstepped the coustitu-
tional ling of reatriction. 1t ean hard-
Iy be argued with reason that taxx-
tich to compensate workmen for 1::-:
juries for which they are not entitled
to réecover under the conatitution,
different In principle fram an atiempt
to sxtend the right to recover at law
to workmen for like Injuries

Iz Oregon’s new labliity law there
is mo achedule of compensation, but
the act abrogates the “coniributory
negligence™ rule and resiricis the ap-
plicution of the “fellow servant™
dJoctrine, The Oregon statuts avolds
reference to “assumption risk™ and
“inherent dangers of occupation.™ It
may occur to the lay mind, howaver,
that If nelther the “fellow servant” |
nor the “contributory negligence” rule
1= a delense, the right 1o recover |
for Injuries arising from the necessary |
dangers of certaln ocoupaiions Is
given by strong inference,

Of course the opinions of the New
York courts are not bioding on the
conurts of other states, but state court
declalons are invariably cited and gen-
erally accepted as guides In other
states. Inm thea New York case, too,
a Federal question s involved, and
a decision on the question involved |
will andoubtedly do given ultimately |
by the highest tribunal in the land.

It is notable that the New York |
court has given {ts opinion with |
apparent reluctance. The purpose of
the act ls commended, but the court
deciares that "in a Governmment Hice
ours theorica of public good or neces-
sity mre ofites so plausible or sound
a8 to command popular approval, but
courts are not permitted to forget that
the law is the only chart by which
thia ship of stats is to be gulded.™

The Oregonian has found much l-')’
eommend e both the Washington and
New York compensation laws The
end sought to be atialned therein I8
one that Is falr to employer and gm-
ploye. Passion, prejudice and sym-
pathy as controlllng fsctors in Jjury
yerdicts, excesalve comts of litigation,
utifair Qivision of maoney judgments
between client and lawyer, corrupt In-
fluence and public expenyy are among
the things modified or eliminated by |
proper onmpuisory compensation |
laws. In the New York and Wash- |
fngton state statutes alldthese evils |
were af loast modified and in that re-
spect thay ware far in advance of the |
Oregon Hability law. It is unfortunate |
If our Conatitution inhibits such legis-
Iatlos.

of

Ia a seriea of articles by Addlon
Bennett, the fNirst of which was pub-
Habed In The Oregonian yesterday, &
_eu'.urﬂ'l!lvt ard comprehenstve ex-
posftion of the rescurces and apportu-
nitles of Central Oregon will be told
Mr. Bennett, as publisher of The
Dalles Optimist and In other

work., has becoms widely
kngwn in the Northwest as an author-
#y eon agricultural. bortlenitural, |
stock-maising and general farming |
pessibllities In this section. He has
now allled himself with The Ore-

.

| tarif® friends
4 reference

! larly

| the United Stntes

| party in the United States

| selves on the slightest provocation.

gonian staff and will travel over
what Is to him famlilar ground but
cancerning which there is now strong

public interest and WNitle general
knowledge. As stated In his first lot-
ter, Mr. Bennett will not deal pri-

marily with the towna of Central Ore-
gon, but with the country. His articles
will nndoubtedly guin widespread in-
terest.

FORK PFRICES AND RECIFROCITY.

their old game of fooling the
our anti-reciprocity high-
have made but slight

the pork
Throughout the great corn beit of the
Middle West the price of pork and
pork products is of much more im-
poritance to a greal many farmers
than the price of wheat. Many of
the farmers do not grow wheat
enough for thelr own use, but depend
exclusively on corn and hogs for a
living. . Just at present the politicians
who are opposing Canadian reciproc=
ity are industriousiy calling attention
to the rather serious siump In wheat
prices and are blaming reciprocity
talk for the weakness In the market.
May wheat in the Chicage market
closed Saturday at S§SE% cents per
bushel. A yoar ago on the same day
it closcd at $1.15 peor bushel

Any individual not having a special
mercenary intersst in the high tarif?
system would willlngly admit that the
prospect for Canadian reciprocity had
pothing to do with the worid's pro-
dgction In 1810 of 250,000,000 buahels
more wheat than in 1808, This was
a big crop, and the present bBeavy
surplus hanging over the market of
course caused the prevalling weak-

In
farmer,

to

| neas.

Accepting, however, the fond theory

sympathy of the Italian populace tﬂ
such an extent that It Is almost lm-

possible to obtain legal evidence
agalnst tham even when they are
captured, which Is" not so often as

might be desiped. What with this ln-
tent popular approval and the terror-
lsm which they malotain, it Is & mat-
ter of ekxtreme difficulty to bring one
of them to justice, as the current ac-
counts of Matteo's trial show.

Jtaly hns ita forelgn troubles also.
Germany, ever hungry for colonial ex-
pansion, seems to be edging on the

| Turk to stir up perplexities in Tripoll,

markel. |

aspires to
Of course if the
expelled from

whera Italy
sources of wealth.
ftallans were to be

| Tripoll Germany would logically fall

helr to thelr undertakings. This is all
the more provoking because Italy and
Germany are both members of the
tripie alllance. That agresment binds
the two countries, with Austris, to
assist one another In time of war, but
apparently it permlits all sorts of mu-
tun! naggressions In time of peace.

| Austria as well as Germany interprets

!

that has proved so usaful in foollng |

the farmer, and for the sake of argu-
ment placing the blame for the thirty-
cent decline in wheat at the door of
Canadian reciprocity, how ars we t0
reconclle the argument to the caso
of pork producers in the corn
belt? Last Saturday May pork In
Chicago closed at $15.15 per barrel
One ycar ago on the same date the
close was $35.85 per barrel. In gther
words, May pork showed a decline of
i1 per cent in the Year, while May
wwhent declined but 26 per cent

Thess figures, based on actual sales
of pork and wheat, show that one
farm product against which no dam-
age by Canadlan competition was
claimed has declined 41 per cent in
price, while wheat, which the stand-
patters are using as a “horrible ex-
ample” of the effect of prospective
Canadian reciprocity, haas declined
but 2§ per cent.

We trust that the American Protec-
tive Tariff League, the American
Economist, or some other friend of
the farmers will hasten to explain the
phenomena so that the pork men cAn
rize in thelr wrath against the Injus-
tice with which they are threatened.

o

ITALIAN CONDITIONS.
United Italy has not had a partlcu-
pleasant road to trave! during
the first half century of its existence.
The celebrations of its semi-centennial
have been sufficiently joyous, but be-
neath the blithéness thers must have
been many feellngs of apprehension.
The relations between the monarchy
and the Vatican are less embitiered,
parhaps, than they were when Victor
Emmanuel first took possession of
ftome, but atill they are far from har-
monious. The Fope continues to re-
gurd himself as & prisoner and many

| Ttalian Students who went

devout Catholics refuse to vote &t the |

etvic elections.
This s singularly
the canservative eclement,

unfortunate for
since almost

all these standpat churchmen are op- |

posed to the radical
pervade the country,

i= willilng to g0 even
compelling them to vote by law.
immediate purpose of such an enact-
ment would be to checkmate the radi-
canl movement for universal suffrage,
but its true basis is the feeling that
ghe stabliity of the couniry depends
on Indueing the ontire consarvalive
popalation In some Way or other to
take a hand in publie affairs. Unl-
veraanl suffrage would add many vol-
ers to the radical runks, and uniess
the recalcitrant churchmen wers
brought out to counteract them the
consequences might be tartling.

The difficult relutions with

ehurch constitute but of the
ternal problems which perplex Italian
statesmen The question of carrying
on thé routine of the governpment is
almost. as embarrassing. Parties In
Italy are not formed as they are in
Here tha voters
divide into large bodles which com-
prise mililons of mombers and which
are relatively stable. Politicians know
that the number of Democrats or He-
publicans is not likely to vary greatly
from year to year In ordinary times,
any they can thercfore reckon confl-
dently on continuous support More-
over. It Is diffienlt to establish a new
Efforts to
do so usually fail In Italy, on the
other hand, parties have no assured
existenice. The voters regroup them-
A
statesman cannot depend on his sup-
port from one month to another. The
party groups Are Very numerous, more
so than In France even, and the only
way a minister can maintain a major-
ity In the Parllament ls fo combine n
aumber of factions which have no or-

The government
to the polint of
The

the

ane in-

| ganle unily among themselves.

Ministries whose power depends on
combinations of thls kind must neces-
sarily be short-lived. The frequent
changes of government in Italy there-
fore surprise nobody who understands
the conditions confronting them. The
King 1s not suppased to belong to any
party, but he naturally prefers to seo
ths comservatives In power since the
radicals alm rather definitely at the
establishiment of & republic.

Italy is also embarrassed by criml-
nal probleses from which other coun-
tries are fres. What the exact origin
of the lawless bandas which disturb the
country may be need not be consid-
sred here. It is sufficlent to remark
that under one name or another they
have bean active ever zinoe the middle
ages. Before the monarchy was es-
tabilshed we used to read of the brig-
ands who mads travel dangerous at
the very gates of Rome. Now It i3 ns
the “Camorra” that the criminal or-
ganization does its deeds, but the na-
ture of fhe difficulty has sot essential-
Iy changed.

Some writera trace the origin of
these lawbreakers back to the condot-
tlers who fgrmad the soldiery of the
Ttalian republics in the middle ages
and later. In course of time they
were turmed adrift and left to their
own resources for subsistence. They
quites naturally preferred plunder to
starvation and became a menace to
publlc order. ,Like the brigands of

| every period the Camorrists have the

opinions which |

the agreement iu this way.

The dual smpire is bullding dread-
noughts on the Adriatic in the most
menacing manner, They threatsan
Italian Influence all along the eastern
coast, If not aven her existence. Aus-
tris clearly contemplates some future
war with Italy, against which the
monarchy is in no situation to make
an adequate defense. The troubls be-
twoen the countries arises partly from
Austris’s old ambition to rule down
to the extremlity of the peninsula, part-
Iy from the fact that she has mlillions
of Italian subjocts who aspire to unlon
with their own mation. The hostility
is both political and raclal. It finds
its way everywhere. The universitiea
are not sxempt from it. Austria has
agreod to establish an Itallan faoulty
at the University of Vienna, but this
{s not likely to spread much balm over
cither party's wounds. A band of
to Vienna
jast year to promote the measurs wers
unmercifully mobbed by the Germans,
while the university authorities looked
on with apparent approval.

This does not portend harmonious
musings over the dreams-of siges to-
gother. Italy’s natural arfililations are
with France and England. The
chances ars that when the triple alli-
ance expires she will renew it in &
form s0 sreatly modified that there
will o lttle to hinder her from join-
ing the entents which exists betwesn
those cogntries and which is likely to
continue Indefinitely.

J0NN F. STEVENS.

The reslgnation of Mr, John F.
Stevens, who has had charge of the
Hill system In :hq Paciflc Northwest,
will be sincerely regrotted by every
one who ls familiar with the tremen-
dous work accompllshed by him in
the comparatively brief period iIn
which he has been with us. Without
in any degree discrediting the merits
of those who will succeed him, It
seoms quits clear that in ths magni-
tude of the operations and the rapid-
ity and skill with which he handled
them Mr. Stevens has established a
mark that wiil not easily be reached.
His appearance in Oregon at & tme
when the people had used every argu-
ment and exhausted every influence
at thelr command in an effort to se-
cure rall connection with Central Ore-
gon marked the beginning of & new
era of prosperity and development.

In the twenty months following the
arrival of Mr, Stevens Iin thila state
ths changes.that have been made on
the rallroad map have been grealer
and more important thuan any record-
ed tn the previous twenty years, Mr.
has thus stamped hls name

Stevens

on the rallroad records of the stale
so0 plalnly that It will never ba ef-
faced. To Mr, Stevens, who has been

handling big projects all of his Iife,
his accomplishments since he came (o
Oregon appear of le=s importance
than they da to, others. With the
modesty which ls characteristie of the
world's greatest industrinl chieftains
ke sees in his wonderful work only
the bullding of so many miles of rall-
road to open up new couniry and
widen the traffic fleld of lines already
bu It 1s a question of expending &
certaln amount of money for & certain
number of miles of road from which
a certaln amount of traffic may be
expected. All this has been attended
to, but in fulfilling his mission as a
rallroad man he has brought about &
situation which huas provided an ad-
vantageous change in the economle
and soclal conditions of thousands of
people.

Throughout the West, the Govern-
ment Indian land lotteries had for
years been drawing land-hungry sot-
tlers by thousands in an ldle quest for
cheap lands which were yearly becom-
ing scarcer. The average expenditure
of ono of these “boomers” or "soon-
ers” who attended the Government
lottery drawings, was as great as or
groater than would have beem neces-
sary to sscurs & home In Central Ore-
gon, but Central Oregon, until the
arrival of Mr. Stevens, was too re-
mota and Inaccessible to be reached
by a landsecker. Aill this has been
changed. Over the ralla that have
becn lald down, thousands of new
settlers are pouring Into Central Ore-
gon. Others are swelling the popuia-
tlon of the rich lands along the Ore-
gon Electrle and the United Rallways,
and rich land embracing thousands
of sguare miles which two years ago
was producing nothing, Is now avall-
able for wenlth-producing crops.

Mr, Stevens is & big man, bix
enough for any proposition that the
world has to offer. For that reason
he may seek a wider fleld than Ore-
gon for his future operations. Hia
name. however, will always bear hon-
ored place In the annals of the stale,
for it was first through his recom-
mendations and second through his
actual work that transportation made
possible development In that great
empire in Central Oregon.

1.

W STATUE TO BUTLER.

The project of erecting a statue to
General Beajamin F. Butler does not
mest with much approval from the
Intellectual loaders of Massachuselts.
The Boston newspapers do not find In
him a man of sufficient moral or mill-
tary ecallber to deserve such recognl-
tion. Thomas Wentworth Higginson
goes 80 far in opposition as to declare
that we have enough statues to sol-
diers; it s time to remember our
poots and sclentists, he suys, and de-
vote a Jittle monumental marblis to
them., Certainly It would look odd
for Massachusetls Lo spend §25.000 of
the public monsy for a statue 10
Butler while Emerson and Longfellow
remain uncommemorated except In &
private way. Since the Civil War the
country seams to have been ohsessed
with the notion that there is no real
titls to fame except the deeds of the

develop great |

soldler or the misdeeds 6f the poll-
ticfan. So 'we have erected statues,
mors or less artistic, to about every
officer who rose to the rank of Brig-
adler-Genoral, and every deceased
statesman, not omitting Quay, whose
pleture was printed in the papers
during his mortal career. I{ these
men have galned as much In” Reute-
ness as they are supposed to have
gsined in happiness by thelr transi-
tion to & better world, how they must
smile at our Infatustion, to say noth-
ing of our taste in sculpture.

The annals of Massachusatls
abpound in names which are more
worthy of commemoaration from every
point of view than Botler's. It séems
half grotesque to seloct such & char-
acter for public honor. In soma cir-
cumstances he was a pretty good sol-
dler and he had certain qualities of
decislon which other commanders
might well have Imitated. His fa-
mous trick of calling escaped negro
slaves “contraband of war” almost
amounted to a stroke of genfus It
solved instantly and unequivocably a
problem which had perplexed svery-
body else In the North, including Lin-
ecoln himself. In such emergencles as
this Butler shone, but criticea do not
call him a great soldier.

We need not believe that Butler
was quite so vile an Intriguer against
Governor Andrew, the great war ruler
of Massachusetts, as same writers Lry
to make out, but the fact remains that
he usually saw his own interest be-
fore anything else. “In writing his
huge autoblography he has evinced a
dispesition to gather up any lttle
scraps of fame lying around loose no
matter to whom they rightfully be-
long. Thus he calmly takes to him-
galf the eredit of getting overcoats for

the volunteers, whereas evervbody
anows that It belongs entirely to
Andrew, Butler certainly enjoyed

Lincoin's confidence for a long time,
No doubt the President liked his hu-
morousneas and the declsion of char-
acter which was one of his redeeming
traits. ' The coarseness and unscrupu-
jousneas awhich repelled those Wwho
knew him better would naturally not
come to the murfacs In his meetings
with Lincoln. The maln reason as-
signed for erecting a statue to Butler
= his sympathy with the common
poople. This he certainly felt and
he showed it on many occasions, but
it was a kind of sympathy which the
common peopls are a great deal bet-
ter off without.
. Butler belonged to that class of
“sriends of the masses” who show
thelr good will by encouraging bad
tendencies. He exercised his undoubted
shrewdness In extracting advantage
for himself out of thelr blunders,
The State Forester has Issued an
appesl to the people asking ald in the
protection of the forests from the an-
nual visitation of fire. The new law
makes a closed season for autdoor
fires from June 1 to October 1, except
under stringent regulations, and peo-
ple are urged to do all possible burn-
ing of slashings before the season
closes. It will be impossible, how-

ever, for the state or the Natlon or |

for private timber companles to pre-
vent some fires being started by care-
Jess campers or hunters. The appeal
of the State Forester gehould have spe-
elnl interest for thess citizens, and
they should go Imto the woods with
a firm resolution to be more careful
The annual fire loss of milllons each
yvear has an increasing effect on our
economic systems and it ls full time
that: stringent measures be adopted
for checking it

The respectable Itallanas in Chicago
are making an effort to get rid of
some of the odlum that the race Is
obliged to bear by reason of the acts
of the Black Hand. In an artlole
printed in L’Italla, the leading Italian
paper in Chicago, It Is stated that “it
is necessary that the Italians them-
selves, for thelr own self respect and
for their own protection, organize
themselves to liberate the colony here
from the criminals stalning its name,”
It 48 unguestionable that the number
of respectable, law-abiding Itallang in
the country Is far in excess of thosa
who come to the country to engage
in criminal practices. For that rea-
gon, organized effort on the part of
ths better element in the race ls cer-

taln fo be of great assistance In
stamping out the infamous Black
Hand.

An offort 1s being made to weed out
the loan sharks from the Government
Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
Broadly speaking, this is a reform that
should extend to every department of
Government service in Washington.
Usury in these departments is well
known to exist: in fact, it has existed

HEALTH INSPECTOR IN SCHOOLS

Writer Protests Agninst Meihods of
Search for Allments.
PORTLARXD, March 3L—(To the BMi-
tor)—The schiool children of thls city are
suffering Indignities at the hands of
medical Inspectorss on the plea of “pro-
tecting the publle health,” which are so
outrageous that mo possible measure of
hoalth secured therebhy could compensate
for the mischief dope. And it remalns to
be shown, by the testimony of other
than interested parties, that the general
bealth of the children is one whit better

for medical lnspection.

Peoriodically; these body-lnspectors visit
the schools and search for vermin or dis-
sase on or in the persons of the children.
Beginning, & whilo back, with an exami-
pation of arms for wvacclnation scars.

| mouths and throats for defective teeth

|

1 to

and enlarged tonsils, pnd heads and halr
for vermin., the inspectors have now gone
a step further. Af the Woodstock schoal
lagt Thursday the children were reguired
strip to the walst for examination.
The older giris and part of the Dboys
bured only thelr shoulders snd arms, but
in some of the rooms all the upper gar-
ments were removed. Some of the chll-
dran—be it recorded to the credit of
their courage—protested and sirove iq
resist: but what could they do In the
face of the authority they have besn
taught to respect?

The examination was said by the in-
spectors to be negessary, Iin order to
check the spreadl of scarlet fever and
moasles. The sophistry of the excuss
is apparent the moment one roflocts. A
child free from sign of infaction one day,
may the next day be coming down with
an eruptive fever, and at least Ly the
following day may be covered with the
eruption. Thers Is not only mno reason
to belisve that the children select the
day of tho fortnightly wisit of the in-
spector to show slgns of fever, but II
thers Is anything In suggestion and the
psychological pheénomena observed by
phyeleians und others, there would seem
to be ground to expect more diseass than
usual on the few days next succeeding
the visit of the Inspector. Dally Inspec-
tion is as yetl in the future—one thing
for which taxpayers this year may be
grateful.

BEven on grounds of hoalth, we ara far
from the right track, a8 may be seen by
comparing the » ool children of today
with those of 3 or 40 years ago. B
there are woightler considerations than
henlth. The Scuthern fnegroes before the
war were a healthy lot

Curlous it s to observe the varlous
and sundry baits put forth by would-be
tyrants to entice us into

slavery. The
Socialist offers us food and she

itor and
jaisure. The medical hierarchy offers us
Nelther can be expected to de-

lealth.
iver the goods. But, supposing they
could, who would knowingly pay the

price?

The methods
under the yoke will not serve with
The medical way 18; Catch your Yan
* fenrs by

used to bring the Atfrican
us.

young. Quiet his porents
forming them it is the only way to save
the youngster from. Say, socarlet fever.
Change the srgument however, often

enough to lmpress upon them ths multi-
plicity of dangers that beset the child.
The rest Is easy. Thore grows up under
the medical hand & tame, tommon, de-
pendent creature, with no cnncept_inn af
individual liberty or individual charac-

tar oven.
Contrast

with the spirit,
Patrick Henry. of
ington, and say W
tion is leading us
LORA C. LITTLE, 1130 Franc
— e

Advice for Democrats.

PORTLAND, April 1—{To tha Edi-
tor.)—An ancient Roman, poetl by call-
tng, by the name of Terence, evidently

this future American citizen
fire nnd indepandence of
Adams and of Wash-
hither medlcal Inspec-

is avenue.

an Irishman, has set down: “I am a
man, and nothing that {3 human i8
alien to me” w.ich haa causnd the
writer to st up. Politles is human,
sometimes punk and pothingness, but
always human.

Our Neighbors, the Democraty, are

much perturbed at the Incorrigibility

of our nelghbors the Rapubllicans, and
| our neighbors the Republi s are
| calm, qulet, tranguil and uncor rerned

| at the Incorrigibl

| lary.

| cTat?

g0 long that it has becoma & time-hon- |

ared custom—an accepted abuse. The
greatest obstacle to its abolishgent is
found in its wictims themselves, who
seemingly are as much without incli=
nation as without power to shake It
off. It is this habit of antlcipating his
salary, more than anything else, that
brings the department clerk down to
old age n pitiful plender for a pension.

— —

The statement sounds llke humor
that the Hood River Applegrowers’
Tnlon will place skilled salesmen In
the fleld this year. As there Is only
one Hood River én earth, a few
ekilled advertisament writers ought to
do the work.

“Sitting on the back seat (of her
father’'s augtomobile) was the Coun-
tess. Count ds Beaufort and hls wife
locked Into each other's eyes gllently

tor & few minutes, Nelther spoke.
Then he walked away." Alas, the
intangibility of the touch!
—
Packer Cudahy looks for a big

slump in corn and hogs within the
year and gives plaueible reasons. This
should mot deter the Oregon grower
from keeping up the effort to ralse
enough for the Coast market.

TTmatilla County expects a flve-
milllon-bushel wheat crop this year
That will apgroximate one-third of
the state crop and be closse to one
per cent of the product of the Natlon.

The BSalem Statesman began (ts
gixty-first year last Tuesday. The
Statesman §s ke old wine, but not at
all cobwebby.

There 1a something susplcious In the
explosion of & bakisg potato on April
Fool's day.

It takes & mighty honest man to
handle other people’s money io a real
estate deal.

Caru=o's c¢onsclence |s working

overtime,
f — — ————1

The House caucus looked shead a
year.

lity of our ne'ghbors
And for why? Tou
may call a Republican any deflowered
vitiation within the richest vocabu-
but don't ecall him a8 Democrat,
unless you're looking for a tight, &
fit. or & run for your life: but you may
eall & DemocTat any mongrel idlom
tHat would causa BnD insurgent to &#-
sault a regular, but don’t call bim a
Demoerat just before the primaries
That 1s treason!

To recover the equlilibrium of our
honored and historle party tha under-
signed hns a plan. Over Jn Britaln
both Saxon and Celt have & nominat-
Ing committee of three whose say goed.
i1 respectfully nominate our distin-
guished Governor, hls individuality,
and his eminent hat, as such a
commitiee for the sake of the party.
Let the drawings be in the open from
the stage of the armory. noneé but
Democrats to be admitted within doors,
To overcome the obvious, I also re-
spectfully nominate Dr. Willlamson, of
Portland, and Drs Steiner and Tamle-
sie, of Salem, expert nuttists, to guard
the entrance and designate, elther Iu-
cidly or lunaticaly. What |8 a Demo-
Shall the people rule, ¥e sKip-
mushrooms, parvenus, oscitant
Its “Os" for you, lst “Os"”
JAY HINNESSY.

the Democrats.

jacks,
osclliators?
do It

Restricted Distriet for Hens,

PORTLAND, March 81—(To the
Edltor.)—The writer has been vVery
much Interastad Iin the letters pub-
lished in The Oregonlan for and ugainst
maintalning cohleken yards In such &
beautiful city as Portland, and cannot
possibly sce what reasonable argument
can be advanced in favor of that nuils-
ance, the crowing rooster in & city of
Portiand's sizo The city could solve
this problem by distrieting, and thereby
do away with all the ugly features, bad
odors, and barnyard noises within cer-
tain llmits. In this case justice would
bs meted out to all, and the chickea
ralser could have his distriet, and those
o chickens in the elty their

opposad t

Aistricts, All, no doubt, would be sat-

Istied. FAIR PLAY.
Why the House Fiy Must Go.

Cincinnat! (Ohfo) Times-Star.

A comimon house fly erawled Into the
foed pipe of a Baltimorean's automo-
biie. stopped the flow of pgasoline,
stopped the engine and caused a con-
flagration that destroyed the ear. Re-
jentless war must now be waged upon
the house fly. He has ruined our tem-
pers and assalled our health, yet lttle
has beon sald. But whemn he attacks
our ploasures it ls high time to sup-
press him.

Separate Wards Approved,
PORTLAND, April L—To the Edi-
tor.)—1 desire to express my approval of
the effort now being mada to provide
tor the election of our 16 Councilmeéen

from 15 separnte wards, for it the half

several of

that has been said about
them by several others of them during
the past woek ls true a situation which

Counciiman-at-large
should not he toleratad & day longer
then it can be effectually suppressed.
ROSE CITY PAREKER.

permits even® one

Beebe in Jail

CASTLE ROCK, Wash, March 31—
(To the Edltor.)—What has been done
with the saged man Beebe. accused of
murdering his brother on Clackamas
Heaights about Christmas time?

Beebe in in jail at Oregon City swalt-
ing mction of the grand jury, which
mests in April. The grand jory was
discharged just previous to the som-
mission of the crimae,

Writer Believes Racial Prejudice by
Arbiters Would be Felt.

ROSEBURG, Or., April 1.—(To tho Edl-

tor.)—An article in ono of the late igsues

of The Oregonian on the question of ar-
bitration between nations brought up
some polnts worthy of general notice |
and consideration as to the atltitude

which the United States should take on
the seme. Byt few would question in
general the propriety of arbitration, yet
it seems to show that it Is a Question

largely as to whether mankind has yet |2

acquired suMcient mental and moral <

velopment to make arbitration practl il
as a means of settling political dispules
SBome !

and other International questions.
say the moral quality of the race is de-
teriorating: some say it ls not Others
admit the Intellectual quality is lmprov-
ing, whils the moral is deteriorating. ete.

International disputes as well as other
vital matters concerning mankind re-
quire, it would gzeem, high moral as well
as mental qualities for their sattleament
on & permanent b : Heneco arbltra-
tion courts may fail and It Is possible
the larger nations may rin risks in se-

curing justice through thom, though the
b

general resuylts of thalr trial may
beneficial in the end.
The United States has now got the

prejudice of all Europs and many South
American as well as Eastern nations to
overcome—and race prejudices ars hard
to overcoms In thoss who would be
chosen from particulnr nations or Taces
gs erbitrators, honest though they might
be ans individuals. Environment and
heredity count for muoch in meantal proc-
esses, and this Is a mattsr worth con-
sidering in controversies of Ereat lm-
portance submitted for decision to courts
composed ln the main or almost entirely
from indlviduals of other nationn Haonoa,
whila submitting all quecstions which
might arige to such courts (thoss of or
concerning National honor as others), It
might be well to allow any such nation
at court tha right to object to any or
all the arbitrators seletced [n any case—
somewhat on the principls followad in
private courts.
While deprecating war &s an avil, there
are worse things.
JAMES LEBROUX.
——————

DISARMAMENT AND ITS EFFECOT

Argument Made That Anglo-American
Pact Would Insure Peace.
PORTLAND, April 1—(To the =iitor.)
Permit me to take square Issue W
The Oregonlan’s editorial remarks that
our country would be o o mercy of
ravening wolves If we with

3 18 to disacg
an's ocolumne
of

snted
namont. 1 used

over three
such a propoal-

Oregon
yeams ago In supporti -
tion which H. W, Bcott discussed edi-
torially and disspproved of, but we ars
much nearer this desideratum now than

in that Inciplent season

Of coursag re will be no disarmament
untll at least three War powers Cf iine
In a pact and en i the

theroe shall be no W and Invita all the
other mations to Jjoln that peact How
soon would It be before every weak
nation would scuttle to get under the

the flerce “‘war

at
¢ Jehovah

panoply afforded, so th
inted of

lord” of Germany
would Lo T

1t i9 only the want of il )
tlon that compels us all to build more
warships. Its accomplishment would en-
zhle us to forego our fiction of the Mon-
roe dootrine, which we substantiall
abandoned y our foolish lodgment In
foot-

have
h a oor .. i]_“.

i

the Philippines Wi we mo

hold In A=l the Monrogs irineg be-
cuame 8n evaneseant chim Its old
potentiality bhas faded outl, and ls no
longer vital. I belleve If England and
the United States units, it will Induce
France; thelr Wied influence will con-

straln Jepan and thus It will grow.
To say that thoge stalwart policen

on the waorld'e beat cannol compel p

would bo like denying the eflloacy of
police in the e¢ity of Portland who
doing the same afticient work. There
are slements as In o jaw and
arder in 1d are In the
National famil

Early Christians in New York City.

Survey.
The Mathodists of New TYork City
over a hundred years ago started thelr
1 charity. The record of

first organi
thia early Is pres a
volume (n the library of the Methodist
Historical Soclety. On November 12

in a

1808, at a maecting held In the school at
ts,

the Assist-

nnd Advis-

Worth and Hudson #tre

ance Soclety for Rellev
ing Slck and Poor Persons

in the City

of New York was organized. The clty
was divided Into distrl At first
there wars four, then five and six. 1
finally the number became save |
These were called walks In 1509 the
distribution of food, sthing and fuel
began. Catharine Groham, of 81
Church strest, to whom §1 was given,

During thhe

tickets from t
a hundred, and distribute
wood. In
tering Individual were helpeds
the total for the first four ¥Years was
28,000,

Travels Alone at Elght.
New York Tribune.

If a little German bdoy can go all
alone from Los Angeles to Ssldwald,
Saxony, to Sse an aunt when he Is §

.

years old, how [ar may he not tr
anothar day in Spring If his thou

th 2
should turn

toward s Younger woman
not related to him In the least?
Julius Herman, 8 ysars old, applisd
at the booking desk of the Hamburg-
American Hne for a ticket for Hamin
on the next shlp out. Hs explained
he was on his way to visit his o
Mrs. M. Herman, at Saldwald

Saxon}
About four yesmrs ago, when his fathe
was an sleotrical engineer [n the Ci
of Mexico, he sant Jullus to Los
geles to school, and as his father
unable to accompany him, he made the
trip In the care of the conductor. He
came alone across the continenL

Colomel Bryan's Latest Gestures.
From the Boston Post

During the eloguent address of Colonel
Bryan in Ford Hall Tuesday night it
was Interesting to watch the gestures he
used in giving additional emphasis to the
strong points. He frequantly struck the
palm of his left hand forcibly with his
right hand, and also struck the reading
desk with his right hand. At other
times ke would stride from one side of
the desk to the other or ralse bis right
garm ia the alr. For a large part of the
time stood aasl nt the left of the
reading desk with bhis right hand upon
the desk. During the two hours and
more that he spoke he never hesitated |
for a word, |

al
al

vanished Dangers,
Chicago Repord-Herald,
Ha used to hate the (dle rich,
And often spokd with dread
About the fearful dmogers which
Weare looming up shead
He saw a tlme when blood would flow,
And snarchy bhe rife;
Put that was when his fonds were low.
He had the lndk a year ago
To et a wealthy wifa

He used to spy the milllonaires
Were blindad hy thelr greed:

Ha thought the world and s affairs
Were managed wrong. Indeed

He saw tha time whon class and mass
would wage a bleody sirife,

When chaoe would prevall Alas!

Sinca then & change has ocama to pass—
He has s woalthy wife.

He cannot understand today
Why those who toll eomplain;
The (s he foared ara cleared away,
¥No slgns of strife remnln.
Content to let things drift along,
He llves nn easy life,
Forgeiting, if sometimes the wirong
Oppreas the weak, that It Is wrong—

He haz & wealthy wifs,

Timely Tales of the Day
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Half a Century Ago

From ‘The Oregonian, April 3, 1841
We have | matlion f Bitter
Boot V to the
4d of N have
already C gheep
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Groundhog.

One Conwservative
Lee (Mass) Dispatch to the New York
W 1

1-

nto its hole

A
near ¥ e heart of
the town on August 28, and has

not reappeared, s res ponsible for the
posting of several times the amount of
Berkshire County monsy Wagoered on
the Jeffrles-Johnson fight.

Even monsy ig offerad that the wood-
chuck will eome out fn due time; monsy
has been placed at 10 to 84hat it is not
io the hole, and thare 1s & ‘brisk busi-
ness in i0 to 6 bets that the animal is
dead,



