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favay in this elty. But with a lessening
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%‘W of the riak thers has been no corre-

sponding reduction in rates. The in-
surance trust ahould be busted.
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A FLAIN AND PULL STATEMENT.
sagd-Clase Maliier,

- : The School Board has made specific
Sudseripiion flates—Invariakiy 18 AGVASSA&  gaogwer to the charges of inefficiency

DY MAlL) and mismansgement, which, having
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as econaomically as the public damands
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p Tisters Bustucts Offievs—Yor o Ot apparent That this increase has been
edga Stege, Bullsizg In response to general demand for
_—— === gchoocl facilities In accordance with
PORTLAND, TUESDAY, MARCH 7, ML the growth of the city In population,
=== - - =—————— | in sanitary regulations, In the addi-

tional number of teéachers required
and in civie pride Is manifest.
There are those who imagine them-

CAUCUS AND PARTY DUTY.
Candidate Shechan assumes a fine |

alr of owilraged virtue when he re- | sélves capable of running the schools
peats In his Jetter to Governor Dix  on a more economical basts—and that
that he “will remaln as my (hls) K Without In the least Impalring their

effictency—than have those who have
given thelr time and attention to the
detalls of school management In the
past. This Is not strango. It Is the
history of all criticism and all critics
in regard to public enterprises (hat
involve the use of public moneys.
Ones thing has been made clear by
this tempest In schoo! affalrs. This
ts that there is no such thing in a
| literal sense &s “free schools.” On the
contrury, the expense of maintalning
thes publle schools iy large, and neces-
sarily so. It is moreover lncreasingly

rty's candidate for Uniteq States
JSenator 23 long az the party desires
me to do so, no matter what the per- |
sonal comsequences to me may be™
Mr. Shesaban pretends to feel that his
party, acting through a céaucus of ita
members, has lald upon him a direct
obiligation to be itz candidate; and
as A& falthful party man he Lhis no
right to ignore the party’s call.

But s & cauevs nomination binding

on all the members or representatives
>

af & party In & Legislature? What is

& cagcus? When is a caucus entitled | Inrge since eclvic pride and the best”
to speak for a partyT The binding . ifterests of the communliy demand
effect of Caug on its participants | that these schools be kept abreast the
depends on the good falth | times; that the best teachers obtaln-
of ite v ne and the represen-  fable by paying good salaries ba em-
tatlvs character of ity membersiip. ' ployed In them: that ample room be
17 the New York cauecus of Democratic | provided for all the children of the
Leglslatoras at Albany was a free gath-  dlstriet who apply for entrance; that
ering of men who had not previously o©oid and decaying bulldings be sup-
surtendernd thelr Independence and planted by modern .structumgs; that
abdicated thelr functlons, counseling @ due attention bé given to sanitation.

and in brief that the schools be kept
inn the van of progress.

The Schoo] Board has told its own
story in relation to these mattiers, It
is= & straightforward story, properly
backed by figures showing where the
money of the taxpayers has gone and
giving In detafl Information asked by
erities. Tt Is a report gratifying to
patrons and supporters of the public
pchools.

the purposs of arriving
&t a mutual gndemstanding of the lo-
sues as to the Senatorahip, and of de-
termining falrly the best candidate for |
Banator, Its action would be, or ought
to be, binding on all Its units, But if
the caucus tnet merely to rutify 4 pre-
determined cholee, then lts mandate
i» not entitled eclther to respect or
obediance.

Candidate Shepard, In his letter of

together for

withdrawal, raly stated the facis ns
to that cagcus when he said: “Un~ SCTENCE AND HULIN.
der the discipline of Tammany Hall The !nvestigations of students like

ths voias of & majority of the partici-
pants In the alleged caucas had been

Forel and Krafft-Ebblng have thrown
much light on the conduct of persons

Put Inlo & trust and were to b cast | wyo commit apparently unaccountadble
by one ‘“',-”‘ ‘."':-h:‘c.. ‘:-iurh & trust | sroapasses. Stuart Morris Hulln's pre-
was a provision absolutely destructive | giiection for snipping off locks of hair
of party health, and, if carried far |5 which he has no right is hardly

enough, even of the very life of the
party itasif”

The assumption of Tammany, which
has usurped the driver's seat on the
New Tork Democratic wagon, and of

stranger than & multitude of other ob-
sesslons which arsa duly recorded in
the books dealing with abnormal psy-
chology. Some persons afflicted much
as he appears to be have found it im-

Mr. Sheshan, who proposes now 10 | possible to refraln from slashing
martyrize himself for Tammany's | women's gowns as they passed ¢n the
sake, Is that the minority was under | grget  Others have a mania for steal-

the unwritien law of
party procedure, to go into caucus
and ablds by tho results. But the
time has long since passed when the
machine of the majlerity. having
caught, stamped, gagsed and blind-
folded its automatons In advancs, can
demand that the minority come into

compulsion, by ing ribbons or gloves or even slippers.
Men llke Hulln are victims of a
mental disease which has been inves-
tigated by sclentists. It manifests it-
self In many curious wWays Some-
times It assumes aspects which are tno
reavolting for public mention. Occa-
slonnlly It forsakes the comparatively
cancus and take its medicine. The | harmless walks of theft and petty as-
New York minority has not “doltad™ | sauit and lends to murder. There 1a
the caucusx. It did not, for It would | 4 sonnection which an educated phy-
mot, enter any caucous It would not | giclan would have no trouble In trac-
g0 Into the game where it knew the | jng between the siily mania of Hulln
cards were stacked. The legislator | and the hideous crimes committed by
who enters a cancus ought 1o accept | “Ja0k the Ripper” a few years ago.
ita results, undoubtedly: and It is Hulln's annoying freaks lend co-
babyish for him afterwards to comi- | gancy to the modern theory that many
platn and unjustifiable to “bolt" un- | crimes are to be attributed to disease
less it Is fairly clear that he entered | puther than to wilful depravity. It
under a misapprehension of the facts. | {5 not to be supposed that a normal

But If he remalns out, what then? | yndividual would derive any pleasure
From every standpoint—pariy. the | fram petty trespasses upon women's
public Interest, and his own sense Of | hoaddresses. No doudt Hulln ia

moved to commit hls ridiculous as-
saults by an Impulse which he is
scqreely responsible for and which he
cannot fully control. Imprisonment
may help to awaken his power of re-
sistance and poasibly tend to educate
his will, but the chances are that It
will not. It has been found by spe-
clallsts that there |s more help to be
expected from hypnotie suggestion In
casea likes Hulin's than from the ordl-
pary processes of the law. Our ecrim-
inal procedure waa devised In an age
comparatively ignorant of modern
psychologleal sclence and many rems-
edles which it applies have little cura-
tive effect. Often they confirm the
eriminal In hig evil cvurses.

duty and self-respect-—he should stay
outl pnless Re ia assured of falr play
and a square deal: and, having re-
fused to go In, what right has a cancus
to invoke the nama of party to make
him ebey Its procured and Inspired
mandate T

COAST INSURANCE TRUST.

The existence of an “insurance
trust™ which from it San Francisco
office controls fire Insurance rates In
all Pacifiec Coast citles and towns has
been something more than “suspected™
for & iong time. Now the Insurance
Code Commission of the State of
Whashington has made public evidence
Tully justifying the suspiclons, Among
the rules under wkich this trust ope-

rales Is one which provides: “The ex-
ecutive committee shall pressnt for
the
measures a8 It may consider practi-
cable and efficlemt for the protection
of interests of membars threatened by
competition from companlea not mem-
bers of the board.™
is made that “No Insurance shall be
granted In any way at les§ than board
rates, or in any form noi stricily In
accordance with board regulation.™

In other words, If any Independent
company dares to writs Insurance on
the basls of the legitimate risk, In-
stead of according to schedules fixed
by the itrust, the executive board will
present practicable and efficient
measures for the protectiom of its
members and no insurance will be
granted at “less than board rates.”™ It
is this Insurance trust which has been
responsible for the high rates that
Portiand and other North Pactfic
States have been forced to pay for all
kinds of insurance. The loss by the
San Francisco fire was the heaviest
ever suffered by the lnsuranoce com-
panies and, as many of them had ap-
parantly spent the big profits which
thay earned before this fire of the
cantury occurred. thay ware obliged to
retire from business.
which stcod the straln

have appar-

conaideration of the board suchi
Interstate Commerce Corgmisslon has

Further provision |

|

l
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The companies

ently endeavorsd to malntain rates at !

a figure that would enable them to
recoup from their losses In as brief a
period ax possible,

For vyears before the San Francisco
fire and since the fire, Portland has
been mulcted for very high rates, the
premiums collected being out of pro-
partion to the lcmes pald. The main-
tenance of these rales would be I!m-
posaible unless the trust controlled the
Paclfie Comst business. Portland has
for the past throe years been lessen-
ing the fire riak by erecting & superior
class of bulldings. A flreboat has les-
sened the risk along the waterfront,
and an enormous waler pressure at
the nummerous hydrants makes It very

difficult for & big fOre to get under Thelr minimum price Is $28 per ton.

l

| the Industries which might be award-

CHEAPER STEEL NEEDED.
In the readjustment which the ralls
roads will find necessary now that the

denfed thelir right to advance rates,
there ts & possiblilty that some of the
“increased cost of living” may be
shifted to other industries which can
stand It to better advantage than even
tha rallroads could, Promineant among

ed a portion of the burden which the
rallroads have bedn legally compelled
te carry is the steel business. An Im-
modiate effect of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission declsion was the
falt in the advance !n steel pricea. It
had been known for a long time that
ths roads were holding back orders
tor ralls and equipment in the bellef
that the rate advance would be sanc-
tioned snd, in the light of events
which followed tha decislon, the
trust had apparently been holding the
market up for the purpose of grab-
bing an increassd share of the profita
that were Included in ®he $35,000,000
advance in rates.

The protective tariff has placed the
steel trust In =uch an Impregnable po-
sition that 1t has been enabled to rob
the rallroads along with other con-
sumers of etoel.products. The rall-
roada, however, had an advantage over
the smaller users of stoel for they gon-
erally evened up matters by passing
the burden on to the people in the
shape of higher freight rates. We.
thus arrive in that hackneyed “last
analysls” to the point where the con-
sumer pays the Increased profits of
the rallroad and the steel maker as
well. Now tho people through their
duly accredited agoent, the Interstate
Commerce Commission, have prevent-
e! the rallronds from (ncreasing
freight rates and have thus apparently
saved the consumers many millions.

Having scored a success Im this
commodity why not follow up the
matter? Our steel mills can make
rails &t & cost of less than §15 per ton,

And here, as on other commodities,
tho consumer foots the bill. Why not
removae the tariff and give the Ameri-
can consumer a chance to buy at as
Jow a rate as the forelgner. Rallroad
rates {n this country are much lower
than In Europe, but steel ralls made
in America are lower ln Europe than
they are In this country. The Buro-
pean manufacturer s satisfled with &
reasonabla profit on his capital in-
vested. Tha American manufacturer
fs holding us up for neurly 100 per
cent profit. By cutting this endrmous
profit down to 26 per cent we would
help the rallroads and the people.

OUR INTEREST IN CONSERVATION.
The resignation of the Oregon Con-

cordance with business principles and | porvation Commission s a shock that

the publie will somichow endeaver to
withstand. We are assured that it is
not faliure of the Legisluture to make
an appropriation for its maintenance
that has caused the Commission thus
to strike its lag and abandon the fleld,
but & desire to relleve the Governor of
any embarrassment he might foel]
through finding a left-cver board on
his hands, and to give him an oppor-
tunity to start anew,

The Commlssion’'s retirement from
its voluntary and unappreciated serve
ice Is about the most popular act of iis
carsar. The role of public benefactor
ts an ungrateful one. The public has
an Instinctive aversion somehow to be-
ing made the spocial object of the be-
nevolence and philanthropy of its self.
called guardians and c who
azsume that the people don't know
what they want and that it would not
be the right thing If they did know.
There Is a type of busybody who aill
not let the public alone. Lately he
has had an itch to “conserve” the pub-
e rescurces—watar powers, lands,
forests, minerals and the like. The
peopla of the Northwest and Alaska
have been “conserved” almost to par-
alyzle. They kpow when they have
too much,

The chief fault with the Oregon Con-
sorvation Commission Is that it did not
represent and volce the Oregon ldea
and intorest in conservation as against
the Plnchot 1dea and interest. Oregon
has been exploited by the Pinchot con-
sarvation for the benefit of the Na-
tional Tressury and for the glory of
the Pinchot name. Oregon favors such
a conservation of Oregon lands and
waters ns will conserve its own for the
benafit primarily of Oregon.

—————————

EXTRAVAGANCE IN TAXATION.

In Seattle the subject of taxes has
taken n place among the uppermost
topies In the public mind. The prob-
lem presented ls not one of method In
the levying of taxes but of reducing
them. As# a first Jeason & commitles
af the Chamber of Commerce has pub-
iished the results of = careful invest-
gation.

Out of the mass of figures and sta-
tistics the information stands forth
prominently that Seattle’s population
has not kept pace with its expendl-
tures. In 1900 the population of Se-
attls was 50,871 and in 1910 it woas
237,194, the latter total representing
an Increase of 194.03 per cent In 10
years. Between 1903 and 19811, the
sssessed  valuation of property (n-
¢reasad, according to the report of the
committes, from $42,950,924 to $205,-
263,448, The Increase represented
here in 877.67 per cent, or 183.54 per
cent more than the Increase In popu=
Jation. The average basis of taxation
for each inhabitant grew in the period
named from $382.84 to $811.81, and
the average payment In taxes per in-
habitant increased from $4.32 in 1902
to §14.53 In 1911,

The commlittes has reached the fol-
lowing sound conclusions:

Assessod YAlges must not be ralwed ex-
eopt where there I8 a clear and unmistak-
abls i{ncreasse in the value of the property
taxed—thare must bs no advances for the
deceptive purpose of raising the total pald
in tasea without apparently asgmenting the

rate.
The way to attain thess results |s stmpla

though It cannst be followed without con-
tinusd self-restraint (n the matter of ex-
-penditured. There must be a0 unavoidable
Increases in elly expanses; existing ex-
pensts must be cut down wherever thoy can
be reduced without reducing the afficiency.
and, adbove all, thersa must not be a dollar
fnereass In the Interest-bearing debt of the
city unless it tn for some lmprovement that
hLias Becomne eo Imperative that It cannot
posaibly bs smitted or postponed,

Saattle Is confronted by a problem
that the city is undoubtedly capable
of solving and the real solution is
along the lines Indicated by the Cham-
bor of Commerce Committee. Prob-
ably the publioation of the repart will
call from some fertile braln a new
scheme for levying taxes It Is =0 In
Oregon. In Portland no small por-
tion of our tax agitation ls over the
methods employed In raising public
revenuss. We are told that taxes are
assessed agninst the wrong kind of
property. Our loudest tax investiga-
tora 4o not urge us to keep within our
means but to hunt for the sack of gold
at the end of the singie-tax ralnbow.

It is probably at a sacrifice of some
pride that Seattle publishes the re-
suits found by the committee that in-
vestignted the tax question in that oity.
It is not & good advertisement. The
situation revealed perhaps accounts
for the dull times of which the Wash-
ington metropolis complains. It Is the
tnevitable outcome of extravagance.
It is a poor bid for homeseekera or
manufacturers.

These things are not told for the
purpese of putting a neighbor In a bad
iight before the public. They are
printed simply for the lesson that they
furnish. Portland is growing rapldly.
Its taxeaters are 8s rapacious as those
of Puget Sound, and people and legls-
latlve bodies in the flush of prosperity
are more than generous. Extrava-
gance now will augment hard times
if the pinch comes, and the pinch Is
sure to come §f the exiravagance
reaches certaln propertions,

TILLAMOOR BAR IMPROVEMENT.

Mr. Ruasell Hawkins of the Whitney
Timber Company, who has spent near-
ly*all of his time for the past two
years sndeavoring to secure an ap-
propriation for Improving Tillamook
bar, has returned from Washington
with the dissouraging news that no
rellef can be granted before next De-
cember., The Board of Review In
charge of river and harbor work has
refused to'approve the findings of the
special board that recommended an
expenditura of approximately $1,700.-
600, provided the poople of Tillamook
would reise about §800,000. It was
necessary for ths people of Tillamook
and Bay City to pledge themselves to
the last doliar of bonded Indébtedness
that they could incur in order to ralse
this large amount, but they succeeded
and had every reason to belleve that
their onterprise and thelr faith in
thelr locgllty would de recognized by
the nesessary appropriation from the
Government.

The loss which Tillamook and Bay
City will suffer through their Inability
to secure the ocean transportation that
im nhsolutely necessary to admit of the
economical development of the great

Portiand and all of the intermediatas
territory will also suffer in degree.
The mills and logging camps of the
Whitney compaby alone would give
employment to nearly a thousand men,
if water transportation were availabla,
and these workers would create a de-
mand for farm, garden and dalry
products which would thus make em-
ployment for hundreds of others. Un-
til the Government comes to the
rescue of Tillamook with & channel

erate draft it will be Impossible for
" these great resources to be developeod.
The bullding of the raliroads to the
const wiil of course help Tilamook
and the intermediate territory very
greatly, but it is in the rough grades
of lumber which must be shipped out
by water that the profits in the busi-
ness are found. Until it is posaibie
for this class of lumber to find & mur-
ket by water there will be but Iittle of
this traffic for the railroads,

The Tillamook project Is In large
degree & Portland project. ,This city Is
certain to share In all of the advan-
tages that will follow the opening of
tha port. For that reason Portiand
should join with Tillamook and pre-
sent her cese at Washington in the
best possible light In order that some
help may bs given by the next Con-
gress.  When two small communities
llke Tilamook and Bay City pledge
more than $800,000 for an Improve-
ment of this nature, thelr enterprise
should be rewarded by the most liberal
possible support.

The difference betwean theory and
practice in handling the vexed sallor
question is shown in the experience
of tho French bark Bossucet, which has
been ready for sea for a week and 18
prevented from salling because the
men who were so confldent that sall-
ors could be secured for a §10 =hip-
ping fee are unable to produce them.
The mew law is not yet effective and
vessels which pay the regular $30 ad-
vance, which was highly satisfactory
to the shipowners, have had no delay
in securing men. As the time of a
ship like the Bossuet is worth about
$150 per day It has already cost the
owners more than $1000 to have the
difference between the 310 fee of the
commlissioners and the §30 advance
exacted by the sallor boarding-house
men. Before the season s over we
shall undoubtedly see sagacious ship-
masters paying $100 per man for sall-
ors, In preference to having their ves-
sels delayed indefinitely. Unlike the
$30 payment, howevar, the 3100 fee
will be handed out on the quiet, al-
though the owper will hear of it and
wonder why the new law was paased.

Just how the words “unmistakable
wrong” may, In ths process of writing,
composition, proof-rending and print-
ing, be transformed without detection
Into “unspeakable larceny” is not easy
to understand or to explain; but such
a miracle was wrought yesterday in
The OQregonian. An editorial article,
discussing among other things the
people’s laws, sought to point out that
the recent Legislature had undertaken
to correct an “unmistakable wrong in-
flicted by the Rogue River closure;"
but the sentence as It appeared con-
veyed quite o different idea, far from
the writer's mind and In no sense a
true Interpretation of any
view. Hasty chirography and careless
proof-reading have been responsible
for much mischief In the history of
journalism, not altogether avoidable
in these days of typewriters, linotypes
and fast presses,

Anyone, If there be anyome, who
has the emotional and financial wel-
fare of Alfred G. Vanderbilt at heart
should kindly refer him to the advice
given by Sam Weller to his Impres-
stonable son: *“Samivel, Samlivel, be-
waro of vidders,” With two widows
on his trail, each, according to the re-
doubtable Mr. Weller, equal to twen-
ty-flve ordinary women, and both well
versed In the ways of men and in ex-
perience gained in the regulation so-
journ in the “Reno Colony,” It cer-
tainly behooves the gay and festive
Alfred to “bewnre.”

Without golng into detalls that af-
fect local property-owners in Salem,
the Mayor's veto of the Salem, Falls
City & Western's electric road “fran-
chise seems to outsiders who have
struggled to get into, out of and sbout
in the Capital City to ba extremely
ghort-sighted, Salemn  belongs not
alone to the properiy-owners within
its limits. To a greater degree than
applies to mny other city, the Capital
Clity belongs to the state, and it is due
to a wide constituency that iIngress
and egress be convenlent.

Mormon activity is agaln agitating
England. the grievance belng that
young girls are induced to emigrate
to Utah. The lot of the young Eng-
Hshwoman, or the woman from any
part of the North of Europe, for that
matter, will be happler as the wife of
a prosperous Utehan, than If spent in
singls or double “blessedness” at
home. Tha bugaboo of polygamy Is
well enough to scare the children and
the cows, but it should bs given the
heed by an active and energetic dam-
sel that its lack of existence deserves.

* Some peopls who coms from East-
ern States to Easatern Oregon this
Spring will be disappointed, for they
will find conditions far different from
those they left, as well as unsuited to
their activities. Tet more will find
them just right and they are the peo-
pls who will ald in development.

Spectacular pulplteering, as exam-
plified at Binghamton, N. ¥., lnst Bun-
day, has lttle value. A crowd that
#1ils & church from curlosity will more
quickly attend & theater or ball game.

It =vill be observed that the woman
who led her drunken husband to jall
Sunday to send him to the rockplle 1s
not bothering the divorce court for
relief. That is moral suasion.

l\

Just as a polinter to call attemtion
to & growing Oregon industry, it may
bs notad that receipts at the North
Portiand ysrds over Sunday totaled
5382 head.

A man who kicks at a dog and,
missing aim, getsg injured, is entitled
to little sympathy. The experience of
the Salemite will last all his life, If he

recovers.

Colonists will find in Oregon a land
flowing with milk and honey, but they
must own the cows and bees, with a
patch of alfalfa for feed.

A revolution is on in the seven by
nine republic of Paraguay, but it is
too far away to demund attentlon.

|

that will admit ocean carriers of mod- |

informed J
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Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonian, March 7, 1861
The telegraph meeting at tha Counecll
rooma night before Iast was very meager
in numbera. Nothing was done but to
appoint a chalrman and secreiary. AN
mlﬂt “:B mesting is set for Friday even-
o

A 0-yard horserace cnmo oOff yester-
day on the bottom, below the dletillery.
The nags were Charles Lawrence's “Big
Lummux"™ and George Fuller's “Fancy
Grey,” and the wager was §1i a side.
“Big Lummux” won eazlly by three
lengths. L

The sale of Oregon leather in the Han
Francsco market brings up the remem-
branca that two years since wa recolived {
large supplies of the wsrticle from that
polut. Another evidence that WwWe Are

progrebsing.

At our last dates from Washington It
wus understood that Colonel Hayne, in
behalf of the nation of South Carolina, i
had demanded of the President the pos-
seyslon of Fort Sumpter. The Presidant
repiled that he would send his answer
to Govermor Plckens. If this answer 18

not satisfactory it 1s surmised that lan

attempt will be made to take the fort
by force. - Anticipating an sttack, Major |
Anderson has sent off the wives and
ohfldren belonging to the officers and
men In the fort. It s sald that the
South Carclinians have erected Immense
batteries on Cumming's Point and that
Fort Mouitrie has besn supplied with
guns of the largest caliber—so thal Fort
Bumpter 18 surrounded by batterles carry-
{ing metal nearly equal to her own. We
look for the next néws with palnful in-
torest,

What Is Cafeterin?

ALBANY, Or., March 3.—(To the
Fditor,)—In reading *“Timely Tales of
the Day” In The Oregonian of March |
1, we weare much Interested In that
one of a banker and his friend going to
n cafeteria for Juncheon, and the friend
not understanding the situation.

Thora are a4 whole lot of us in the
same boat the banker's friend was in,
and we would appreciate the favor Im-
mensely If you would give in The Ore-
gonlan, for the benefit of us and other
benighted ones, an éxplanstion of the
modus operandl of the cafeleria sys-
tem. 8§ 5. BENNET AND OTHERS.

The “modus operandl” of a cafeteria
{s not so complicated as nacessarily to
alarm the timid, The feature of the
plan is the absence of walters, The
patron helps himself to a tray, napkinm,
knife, fork and spoons just after en-
tering tha cafoterit and pussea along
a counter bmek of which arsticies of
food nre displayed. A price 1list In
Iarge lettors ls In view. Servers help
the patron to portlons of whatever he
orders, and he then passes In review
before o checker, who examines. the
tray of food and places on the tray a
check for the amount purchased.

The patron carries his own tray to n
table, and after he has eaten, either
returns the tray and dishes to the
counter or leaves them on the table to
be removed by employes of the oafe-
teria. He retalns his check and pays
the cashiar before leaving the place.
One need only follow the leader in the
line at meal time to got slong swim-
mingly. As a warning to the novice, it
may be sald, however, that the fact
that "the eyes are larger than the
stomach™ is more likely to get one Into
trouble In a cafeterla than In a res-
taurant whers one orders from a print-
ed menu card.

Individnals and Coungreas.

PENDLETON, Or., March 1.—(To the
Editor.)—How can an (ndividual help
in tha fight for free wood pulp and
against Incremse In postal rate on
magasinoes? W. J. WARMAN.

By writing to his Congressman
Inducing his friends to write. ey

THE BINGLE TAX REQUIEM.

There rose the leglsintors’ laugh
The single tax bill, hnuerf-d.oi:ﬁ?::&
& lndrrfnt,
mournful corpse, came hurtling t
the alr, e o
Out by the seifsame doors wherein It
went;
The single-taxera viewed the frayed re-
malnas,
And lifted up the doleful fun'ral strains,

And has it been in wvaln, the zealous
work
ot ‘tlhe:o great prophets of this genera-
on?
Have thelr cerebral tissues
valn,
Concelving simpler systoms of taxation?
Have they for nothing showed the Legis-
lature
That we, In taxes, should get back to
Nature?

writhed In

Has :.he sage advice of Fels been frult-

nag,
And all his Westarn pligrimage in valn?
Must all the ahining snekels that he
spended
To make his philanthrople hobby plain,
ancm!'nnlinh naught, despite his soaring
HOpe,
But advertisesment for his Naptha Soap?

The single tax, ths perfect panacea
For all our civie allments manifold,
Enocked at the SBenate chamber, Impor-

tuning
Its .name upon tha statutsa books en-
rolled:
Knocked long, but vainly, for the harsh
law-makers
Consigned it coldly to the undertakers
Long have the people lain awnks at

night.
Onawed by & fear that ever deeper
waxes,
That bvlvlliutia they foot the Governmental
& =

Some bloated milllonaire may dodge

his taxes.

With single tax, such fear could find no
lodging—

They might escape without the need of
dodging.

Harrow, alas! Tha brutal Legislature

Has laid ths single tax upon the

shelves;

The people may not foll the rich tax
dodger,

By taking all the taxes on themsalves,

And still eternal vigilance must trouble
‘em,

Sans Henry G.'s solution of the problem.

His pot 1dsa treated with derision,
Subjected to the Legislature’s =coffin’,
Must well cause Henry George to squirm

and wiggle
Within the narrow conflnss of his coffin,

And fretfully to flap his cerements,
Plagued by the ghosts of “"Unearned In-
crements.”

Let nl bewnall tha dear, doparted lssue,
The bill that was<. alas, untimely siain;
Let us condole great Fels, who lent his

larnyx.
And furnished “sinews" for the long
campaign.

Backing unflinchingly, with volee and
rouble,

The doughty efforts of TU'Ren and
Bcheubel,

But though the state must still remaln
blessed

e :
With our solution of taxation‘s puzzlas,
Stiil has the prophet Fels one message
given,
That e'on the
muzzle:
One star {ilumes our bustsd horoscope—
We've learned this fact at leas: that
Fels makes soap.

Lagislature could not

| hellograph and by “wigwagsing."”

DEAN COLLINS. |

HI lli -'“ A e “n' "I
Fwe Warring Hosts In Bermuda.
New York World.
Single-handed, Willlam Earl Dodge
Btoles, Jr.. captursd « Britlah army near
the City of Hamllton, Bermuda, several
days ago. New Yorkers bmek from Ber-

muda tell how.
The two regiments of infantry and one
of artlilery that constitute the Hamilton
were ordered by the Hritish
War Offlce to conduct their annual war
game. When the hospltable officers took
to the fleld they could give no more
dances. That greatly disappoinied youllg
Btokes and the dozsn American girls and |
hoys who, under propér chaperonike,

make up his party.

Theé garrison was divided into the Biue
and Red Armles, and, with military
umplres looking on, played at war with |
much serlousness for two days. Stokes ls |
an expart at wircless telegraphy and
telephony and s familkar with helio-
graphy. So It was comparatively eamy
for him to decipher the signals which
the scouls of each army madé with the

With thls knowledge young Stokes de-

“on with the dance."

Early last Tuesday morning he rode
to the top of Hamlilton Hill, which the
Blue Army ocoupled. As soon as the |
sun was high enough he secreted himself
and bhellographed In its secret code to
the Red Army on the opposite hill at St.
George:

“Now's your chanoce. Proceed to Devil's
Hole and up the footpath." 3

Naturally the Reds' commander was
econfident the signal came from one of
his sples. so he followed it. His troops
were halfway up Hamilton Hill when the
Blue Afmy surrounded them and technl-
cally captured them ignominiously.

Young Stokes had rldden back to the
hotel long before the surrender. The as-
sault showed so amazing & lack of tactl-
cal skill on the part of the Reds' com-
mandor that the chiefu of staff of both
armies Investigated It. All ths Redw
soouts swore they had not sent the signal.
Then a sentine! sald he had seen Stokes
ride up the hill and down. The young
American was requested to appear before
the gdrrison’'s commander.

By tihis time the whole affalr was re-
garded as a huge joke—on the Reda

tokes confessed his part in it and the
Governor of Bermuda Invited bim to
dinner.

The Presidency and the I'rimary.,

Victor Rosewater In American Review
of Reviews.

How shall we ever get to an ef-
fectlve dlrect popular cholce of Presl-
dentinl nominées i It Ia thought de-
sirable? My answer Is that it must
come through the National organiza-
tions of the political parties themselves
or through Congressional legislation,
for which perhaps & constitutional
amendment mny be prerequisite, Any
one oY the Natlonal party organlzationa
can at will introduce the direct primary
for President-choosing and elther do
away with Natlonal nominat'ng conven-
tions altogether or continue them only
for platform-making and the con-
tingency of no nomination at tha polis.
A constitutional amendment could abol-
tah the electrial college, which we all
know has become mainly ornamental,
and give ua dlrect popular election of
Presidents, It could predicate such an
election on a direot primary nomina-
tion or it could combine it with a
preliminary elgctlon and a subsequent
by-election to determine between tha
Fresidentinl race horses polling the
highest votes in the tr'al heat. Such
changes In our machineéry of govern-
ment would be decldedly radical and
are not to be expected to materiallxe
in a day or a yéar. If the demand for
direat Prosidential nominntionk, how-
ever, should become general and insist-
ent, ono Jf the political parties might
respond to it in the hope of striking a
popular chord and scoring an advant-
gge over the political enemy. In the
meanwhile the sporadic efforts of Ore-
gon, and states that may follow suit, to
project a Presidential primary on the
installment plan must bs at best only
experimental.

Statistics of German Universlifes.
London Globe.

Germany & not only well provided
with universities, but the seats of
learning, 21 In all, cannot complain of
Indifference on the part of the poopls,
for there are encolled for the Winter
eesslon 64,822 students, compared with
52,407 last year. Ten yeara ago the
number was 24,000, and If we go back
far three decades we find only 21,000
matriculate, The distribution given In
a Paris contemporary, which s not
complets, by the way, showsa 15,626 are

studying hiatory, phllosophy and
philology. 11.240 mediclne, 10,980 Jaw
and 7914 mathematics and mnatural
science. There is a marked lncrease

in the number of womsn students, 2448
at present, agalnst 1850 & year ago. Of
these 2100 are Germana: the remalnder
are for the most part Russlans and
Americans. Of the women 1370 are
taking philology, phllosophy or history,
527 medicine, 356 mathematics and nat-
ural sclence, 60 constitutional law and
agriculture, 4% dentistry, 238 law, 7
theology and 3 pharmacy,

That Bar Resclution.

PORTLAND, Or., March 5.—(To the
Editor.)—Tha Multnomah Bar Agsocin-
tion, I belleva, I8 a body of lawyers,
constitutionallsts and patriots, The
evidencea of thls Is embodled In a reso-
lution, now of record. adopted Satur-
day night last, a quorum belng pressnt.
Viwa consociatiol

That this is puzaling to the vulgar lay-
man, is nothing unusual. The Clty of Tii-
Iamook boasts of a character called Bill.
Bill indulged his imagination so llber-
ally some yesars ago that he wound up
in a state Institutlon for the cure of
mental erysipelas, lip-flux and jokes.
During confinement Blil managed to
get enough of brains togethar to be
admitted to membership of the pro-
gressive Republican party, s0 hs was
turned loose.

One day thereafter Bill crossed
tongues with a local editor on thinzs
safe and sane In matiers governmen-
tal. “You're crazy,” declared the editor
with c¢ooksurednoss. “Crazy!"™ wellea
Bill. “I have a certificate for my san-
ity. and you haven't

J. HENKESSY MURPHY.

Why the Vetoea?l

Grants Pasg Courler.

Governor West has certaialy mads a
raputation which will stay with him for
some time as the veto Governor of Ore-
gon. Eome mon séekK reputation at the
cannon’s mouth, others head great In-
dustrial enterprises and bulld up coun-
ties and states, but Mr. West wants
ssamingly reputation as a knocker, and
s0 ha uses the veto as his hammear. A
veto cnan sometimes be used for & good
purposé, but when a Governgr or a
President uses his power Indlscrimli-
nately he can hardly aveld doing In-
jury., as can be plalnly shown Iln Gov-
armmor Waost's case, He rofused to ap-
prove of legislation passed by the rep-
resentatives of the people just because
his friends outside of the Legislature,
8o the newspapers say, advised him to
do so. It Is fortunate, however, that he
did pot veto nll of the bllls passed.

Ditverce and Desertion Period.

i to her

NEWBERG, Or., March 2.—(To the
Editor.)—Will you please teoll me
through The Oregonian If & man de-
sorts his wife and goes 10 another state
to live, and does not Intend to come |
back, how long will she have to walt
befora she can get a divorce for de-
sertion? A SUBSCRIBER.

8he canpol get a divorce on the mle}
ground of desartion until one yesr has
elapsed, during which period the hua-
band has not returned. ‘

Timely Tales of the Day

In publie school examinations last
termm Portland's precocipus youngsters'
answers to questions wore easily up to
the mark of classroom comedy recorded
by Myra Kelly. .

In the Ladd school one of the questions
asked was, “Whera Is Portlund ™

“"Downtown,” was a littlé boy's answer,

At the Highland school to the question,
"Whast is the Kiondike?" a tiuy girl re-
plied;, It ls the pluce that Keeps water
away from Holland*

In answering questions in civil govern-
ment the voungsters Invariably referred
to the Presldent as “Mr.” Taft and to
his predecessor as "*Teddy" Roosevelt

When dentists examiped the mouths of
the school children recently many were
found to have atenofds, and the puplls

%0 sffected were told to Inform their fam-
Ly physician. One little girl at the Faill-
ing school prdernted s bad case of ade-

the dentist hud charted
he onutionsd her to teH

nolés, and when
har bnid teeth,

termined to end the mimle war and then | her parents gho had adenolds in her nowe

and ahould be taken to a doctor.
Stralghtway the little one ran home

breathless and, ail in a Aurry, announced

mother:

“Mamma, the doctor says I have & big

fwo:'-l up my nose

Mary and Georgle are menfbers of one
of the primary classés of the Atkinson
school. Mary Insisted on saying “gog-
rafy"” and her teacher took palns and
much time to teach the little glrl to
pronounce the word *‘ge-og-ra-phy” A
week after the chl@ had learned the
pronunciation lésson thoroughly the
teacher asked:

“Mary, where 18 your ge-og-ra-phy?™

“0e-or-gle has 1t was the responsa.

When Harvey Beckwitay, toastmaster at
the Commercial Club booster banguet
held on Thursday night, introduced R. 'W.
Raymond, In charge of the Industrial bu-
reay, he remarked that there was some-
thing mysterlons of late about Ray-
mond’'s actlons. For some time he had

reslded on the West Side and confined
his eoperations to that sectlon. “Yester-
day,"” sald Mr. Beckwith, I noticed that

he was actively engaged In some sart of
an enterprise out our way—possibly locat-
ing a factory in the Broadway residence
district whers 1 live. Maybe he can ex-
plaln the matter."” Mr. Beckwith, In the
course of his remarks, had unbuttoned
his coat and thse banqueters beheld a
vest as red in color as an Infian blanket.
It was bedecked with elk heads embrold-
ered by hand

Mr. Raymond began hy telling that ha
llved on the corner of Fourth snd Jaffer-
son untll receéntly. He was compelled,
he sald, to move on account of the loud
noise. *"The clty,” sald Mr, Raymond,
“drove its dump carts by the house all
night. They passed at nll hours, keep-
Ing me wide awake. Then they begin
tearing up the strest and the night gang
pounded thes asphalt. the streetcars rat-
tled over the loosened tracks, and It
seemed as If Bedlam had broken looss.
Flnally, my wife and 1 moved out near
Brondway only a block away from Mr.
Beckwith's house, and last night was our
first In the now place. Butl wa could not
sleep. The alr seemed surcharged with
noise and an unobservable force. I got
up and walked around the block, and
the mystery was solved.

"I found Beckwith's vest was out on
his own clothasline for an alring sb as
to be ready for tenlght's banquet.’”

How two familles were thrown (Inte
hyaterlies Is  told by “Rev. Walter
L Eck, pastor of Bt. Paul's English

Lutheran Church, of Vanoouver,

Not long ago wedding invitations and
wedding announcements were ordered at
the same tlme and, of course, from the
same firm, by a couple about to wad
They were taken to the home of the
bride-to-bo, addressed snd stamped, ready
for mailing.

The exuberant and happy bridegroom-
to-be was at the home one night and was
askod to takes the Invitations to the post-
office and mall tham. He 4id. He picked
up the bsx, and when he had bid hie
lady love good-bye several times, hastened
to the postoiflice.

Dreaming of his approaching marriage
and planning the honeymoon, as he lay
in bed that nlght, he was shocked baok
to earth by the prolonged ringing of the
telephone bell.

"George!" trembled a hysterical femis
nine volea over the wire, “you've mailsd
the announcements instead of the Invi-
tations.*

At 5:30 o'clock the next moming George
was at the gide door of the postoffice
after an all-night vigll, and when the
early clerk arrived, treated him aw 4 long-
lost brother. The clerk rescued the an-
nouncements.

Colonel R. A. Miller, Democratic war-
horse, was onca editor of A small woalkly
paper in S8outhern Oregon, and being én-
couraged, will dig up many & reminis-
oence of his days In the “Fourth Estate.
He tells with particular gusto of A quedr
charscter named Jones who once worked
for hlin as reporter, compositor, dewvil
and pressfesder.

Jones hed a lking for stories that
verged upon the scandalous, and Colonel
Miller had to watch hils eopy carefully
to keéap the newspaper out of libel sults
One day Jones picked up a particularly
pensational story about & prominent citl-
zen of the town, and, knowing that his
employer would “kiil" It If he got the
opportunity, wrote it and set it up Just
befors the poper went to press, and
slippod It into an obscurs column, “next
to live advertising matter.™

Naxt day an lrate citizen descended
upon the newspaper office, and, as luck
would have It, met Jones coming down
the stairs. Without a word of warning
he landed uppn both the scribe’s eyes at
the same time, knocking him upstalirs
onto the landing. Jones never stopped
to get up, bul crawled to ths sanctum
door and called out:

“Hob, ain't you editor of this paper?

“Guess I am, Jones.”

wyWell, here's & gentleman who wants

to speak to you.”

As Seen Throngh m Girl'sa Eyes.

Philadelphin Bullatin,

A mnan doesn’'t give his heart to &
woman Gny longer; he merely leases it
to her for ¢ few weeks at a time,

Divorce Iv o radicel sergical opera-
tion which relieves the heart, but leaves
a Iife-long scar on the soul.

When a hushand says thiat he's sorry
for having angerad his wife he usually
means that he's sorry for himsslf.

A wise flirt wenrs his scalps bensath

his walstcont: only & masculine or a
feminine fool gues sbout waving tro-
phiere of the love chase.

o a woman her first kiss is a con-
secration: bui, somehow, to a man it
always seems ke a desecration.

Somehow o man dossn't feel half so
much married ten years after the cere-
mony as he does ten minutes after it

The girl who makes Lhe best mar-
ringe tle is the one who keeps only one
string to bor bow, and concentratsa
on manipulating that.

After matrisge, two ls awfully dull
company.

Compenantion of Country Life.
Jefferson Review.

Portiand, with Ler large population,
and a series of murders, robberies, sul-
cldes, grafting, etc., Is scarcely to be
envied by the people of our little eity.
where nothing of the kind (or any oth-
er kind) ever happens. WWhen ane reads
of the serles of crimes occwrring ale
most datly in Oregon's metropolis, it 1a
ample componsation for living in =&
town ®mo smull that each houmewife
Jearns before breakfast which end of
the exg hor melghbor tapped when she
fiopped the hen frult Into the sklllat,
and where every man Knows a whole
Jot more sbout the business of the rest
of the male residents than he does

about his own.



