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Presidant Taft need not be disturbed
the fact that the Canadlan reci-
selty agreement was passed through
House by the ald of Democrats and
the Ropubdlicans were divided and
[i! ad: mor Ly the tact that the
rangers as & body appear to be a
ittle excited over the situation: nor
the Mt that the insurgent or pro-
Hepublicans, so far as they
ppported Rim at all, were half-heart-
and ancertaln, The couniry ls with
he Presidect Canadian reciprocity la
ha winning stroke of his Adminlstra-
fom. It does much to repalr the
rrievous blunder of the Payne-Aldrich
t: it doss more to ahow that the
Pregident han ceased to seek and take
srybody's advice and has started out
pldly through his own initiative, re-
pardiess of the appeals of the interests
d the clamorous considerations of
e politicians, to perform s stalesman.
s pervice Tor the consuming masses
pf the country.

In his reciprocity message to Can-
the Prealdent sald that “a far-
jghted polley requires that if we can
miarge our suppiy of natural resources
nd especially of food products and
neceasitisa of life, without substantial
njury to any of our producing or
manufecturing clzapea, we abould take
he steps to do so now.” He would
nake A trade agreement mutually ad-
anlageous to both countries and one
fich “ulso would be broadly National
In Its scope s applied to our own
country snd would Ye of benefit to

I sections.” Yei we find the farmers
and the lumbermen and the others
lwho think they will be affectad by
# agresmant still pressing their own
intervets. or suppoad Interests, against
the wider and more gensral welfare
of the country, under the bellef that
™he apening up of the markets of the
United States must Inevitadbly lower
prices And as = conseguence thelr
profits. They have not yel been able
to sscape from the old dogma that
there can be only one party to any
tmnsaction that makes a profit, for
they 4o pot understand that ths most
haalthfal conditions of commercs ariss
from the prosperity of all and the
squal opportunity of all for benefit.

essunce of suocessful barter and
trade la that all shall have a reason-
able margin of profit, or a falr appor-
tundly for proflt,

Are ths lumbermen eof Oregan In-
Jured by the unrestricted flow of trade
through !ta unimpeded channels be-
tween tho siates? Are they benefited
¥ the lumber duty at the Internation-
al lineT If they are. they will be still
mors benefited Ly an embargo agalnst
thalr competitors In Washington. Yet
8o one fancies or suggests that the
genersl market would be Improved by
restriction of competition or limita-
en of free opportunity for all the
tates 1o enter equally all markets, So
with the farmer. No one proposes, or
thinks of proposing, that the butter
ar egus of lowa, or the wheat of
Washingtons or Idako, be danled an
ppen market here. It would be pre-
posterous and (ntolevable, for every-
one knows that Oregon would not get
tar in the modarn world of commerce
by trying to confime its own trude to
aslf. Why, then, will the introduc-
ten of the products of Canada, and
the opening of the Canadian markets
to our products, not |Jead to greater
production as well as to widened
marketsT

It has not escaped the attention of
tha country that the faction of the
Republican party which “"stood pat”
against reciprocity Is the same element
that urged the President on to the
Initin! mistake of the Payne-Aldrich
tariff. Thia 1= the high-protection
wing of the Republican party, which
2t the last National Republican Con-
vention miade profnss promises of re-
vising the tariff, and after the swoep-
fng triumph of the succeeding Fresi-
dential eclection was pleasad to cob-
sirne the platform pledge ns permit-
ting Congress to revise the tariff, but
not pocessarily downward. The Taft
Administration bhas smple Teason to
pemembear the speedy retribution that
followed this fatuous courss, and It
wrill not make that mistake agaln. Nor
will 1t wiliingly make the error of
passing Canadian reciprocity over to a
Democratic Congress, for prompt rati-
fication. It s clear that, If the present
Congress falls to act, the coming Con-
gress will aelzs the opportunity Lo pro-
mote frae trade with Canada. The
President urges tha Republican Con-
gress (o pass the bl for he knows
that tha Democratle Congress will at
the earilest moment go Dbefore the
country on its record of approval and
the Republican record of disapproval
of Canadlan reclprocity.

WY RAIL TO CENTRAL ORFEGON.
The people of Madras yoesterday cele-
brated the completion of the Oregon
Prunk Eallroad to thelr ambitious ciry.
Freom this temporary terminus the
road will push ¢n south through new
and productive territory rich in trafe
Almoat simulitancously

that 4 rashing the Oregon Trunk
Cantral Oregon will have complet-
tunnsiing its way into the Tualatin
[ for an electric line that wiii be
gxtended to the Pacific Coast. This
@ will traverse as rich a country as
that which will make the Oregon
Trunk 4 highly profitabls Investment
Meanwhile the Harriman Interests are
bullding a lne to Tillamook, and are
also bullding into Central Oregon. The
Oregon

fi;

i

‘Eiectric !s preparing to extend

means, In degree, as much for Port-
jsnd da It does for the country through
which the new lines will pasa This
city will reap great direct, tangibls re.
wards from this transportation acthv-
ity. The investment of these millions
in rallroads which lead directly to this
¢ity are as baneficial to Portiand as the
eatablishment of factoriles or other
large Industrial enterprises within the
city NHmits. As Madras grows and
prospers from the development made
possible by the railroad, Portiand will
| share In that growth and prosperity.
The same i true of the other new clt-
le= and towns which will come into ex-
Istence with the appearance of trans-
portation,

Thes rallroads, naturally, are mnot
spending all these millions for phllan-
throplc reasons. They expect to earn
good dividends on ths investment and
the resources of the country are a rei-
sonable guarmantes that the dividenda
wiil be forthcoming in due season. In
this respect there is no differsnce be-
tweon a rallroad company and a man-
ufncturing concern which would spend
a few millions in securing & site and
plant In our city. The milroads end
ths manufacturing concern Allkes in-
vest thelr millions for the purpose of
making money. Incidentally their in-
vestments help the city and the state,
and for that reason we ahould welcome
them and work with them, From
presént sppearances last-spike driving
caremonies, which were inaugurated at
Madras yesterday, will be quite fre-
quent in Portland territory in the next
five {:H and each and all have a dl.
rect aring on the prosperity of this
alty.

WHAT 15 A FAIR APPORTIONMENT?

From far out in Harney County
comes the old cry agninst the "Port-
land hog,” & ferocious beast that
stands at the gutes of Oregon and de-
vours all comers. “Portland has no
whine coming,” says the Burns News,
“an agalnst any other part of the state,
and it will be a fortunate turn In ia
affalrs when Its public spokesmen
conclude to be satisfied with Its com-
mercial supremacy and cease to play
the hog polltically.™

If Portland has sought to play the
part of a greedy and voracious animal
It has not played its hand well. The
constitution of the state says that the
legizintive apportionment in both
houses shall be made on the basis of
population. Multnemah County has
ons-third the statels population, and
therefore, If the state's guaranty
throngh Its highest law means any:
thing, It should have one-third the
members !n the Legislature. But of
course the constitution is to be con-
strued In s Piekwickian sefse when
It comes to Multnomah and lterally
a8 to every othgr part of Oregon. In-
stead of one-third the members, the
ecounty has now cone-fifth; and there
s no prospect that under the reap-
portonment it will fare better

The Oregonian thinka that every
eounty in Oregen ought to have a
member in one house; but, if It should
hava, the distribution of representa-
tion In the other ought to be strictly
In asccordance with popuilation. Can
the News suggest 4 mora generogs |
and equitabls arrangement than such
an apportionment? Doubtless it can;
bat it will not.

FON MULTNOMANS BUILDING.

For bousing Itself properly and fur-
nishing the home, Multnomah Ama-
teur Athletic Club needs $50,000 more
than was estimated alter the destruc-
tive fire last Summer. Of this sum
$21.000 was plodged at Tuesday night's
meesting: the balance must be ralsed
among members by the sale of § per
cont gold notes. It will be a pleasure
to announce that the demand s met by
Saturday night.

Portland feels and has good right to
teel proud of Multnomah Club, Travel
the Iand over and you won't find an
athletle organization whose atmos-
phere is cieaner. It appeals strongly
to children and south of elthor sex.
The nflusncs always s Wholesomae; tha
club  wsplirit conducive te Thealth,
strength, vigor and sane physical con-
testx.

Then. too, ita finances have aver
been well managed, tho preaent slight
embarrassment being due to accl-
dental cause. There should be no far-
ther delay !n the way of rehabilltation.
The new bulldings ocught to be ready
for occupdancy by the Summer's end.
Lot response for the lust few thousand
dollars be prompt.

LEGISLATURE AND WILL OF PFEOFLIE

The argument that a repeal or
amendment by tha Legislature of the
bill elosing the Rogus River to com-
mercial flshing would be a thwarting
of tha will of the people ls not sound
or welghty.

This was a local measure Improp-
erly submitted to the volers at large.
Few knew anything of Its merits or
demerits, It recelved a total affirma-
tive vots of 49,712, Far Governor in
the same alection 117,880 voters regis-
tered thelr preferenges.. The Rogue
River bill was adopted by the votes of
approximately 42 per cent of the elec-
tors participating In the election. Of
this total of 117,880 there were 34,581
who falled to vote on the bl

There were but three countles inter.
ested in the measure unless the charge
be true that Columbia River fisher-
men deslred to eliminate a competitive
source of flah products In Southern
Oregon. It is true that In the three
countles thers was a majority of about
2000 in favor of the bill. Jackson
County wanted the river reserved for
the sportsmen, and had iittle Interest
: in the malntenance of commercial
| fishing. In Curry and Josephine ware
many who obtained a lvellhood from
the river. Curry and Josephine voted
sgainst the Bill but Jackson, with
more voters than the other two coun-
tles combined, voled for it -

If the fate of the bl were left to
the three counties—and that would be
more reasonable than to submit It to
the state at large—there would stil)
be an apparent confliet of Interests
with pleasure of the majority srrayed
azainst property and bread and butter
of the minority.

COutalde of the thres counties 45,694
voters expressed approval of the bill
and it is probadle that not tén per cent
of them could tell why they did so.
COutside of the three counties 3I1.559
voted against the bill and It ls prob-
able that 90 per cent of these votaed
agalnst the bill because they were Ine
doubt. It was Impossible for them to
know anything about it.

Viewed from any sspect it was a
Bill that never should have been sub-

and knew that the people could know
nothing about them. It knows little
mors about the bill now than it did
then and Is not advocating the repeal
or amendment of the measure on the
ground that injuctice hus been dons to
a particuiar group of people. It Is
ssserting, however, that the Legisiature
is the proper body to deal with the
question and that if It finds that an in-
justice has been done It should correct
it regardless of how it was bronght
about.

It wad necessary, indeed unavold.
able, four years ago, that the Legis-
isture repeal the “people’s lawa" when
it straightened out the tangle Into
which Columhbia River fishing had been
precipitated by the people through the
initiative. The Legislature then per-
farmed its plaln duty In correcting and
harmonizing the peopie’s laws. If the
Legislature belleves that there is a slt-
uation on Rogue Miver that calls for
remedy, why should It not mact?

—_— e

RETURNING CONVIDENCE.

The optimistic aanouncements by
Judge Lovatt, of the Harriman Eys-
tern, have a wvalue far greater than
any that ean possibly follow the in-
vestment ‘of the $75,000,000 In Iim-
proving Western transportation facill-
ties. Coming at a time when the Wave
of anti-railroad sentiment that bas
swept the country has not yst sub-
slded, his econfident utterances will
encourdage many whe have been awult-
ing complete gettlement of the differ-
ences between the rallroads and the
people.  Whatever these differences
have besnn and may bb, there Is one
coid, hard economic fact from which
there is no ecscape. That Is that the
rallroads, representing more than $15.-
000,000,000 In stocks and bonds, form
the most powerful Influence in our
commerglal and financial life.

All th interior transportation which
s required by 90,000,000 people Is
controlled by this enormoua combina-
tion of eapltal and it is of vital neces-
sity that thare should exist the utmost
harmony between the people and the
rallroads. If the mliroads by extor-
tionnte rates cripple our Industries and
by Insuffilcent transportation restrict
the productive powers of the people,
automatically the Injustice will react
on the oppressors. Equally true is It
that If the people, incenzod over some
apparennt or real Injury, carry their
corrective measures (0 extremes, they
will suffer as the raflroads suffer. For
more than @ year past the rallroads
and the people have been companions

Eln a misery which has been brought

about by material departure from the
mutual Interest prineipis which ghould
govern both. With jocal, state and
National commissions and tribunals
koeping the raliroads continually on
the gridiron and with muckraking
magazines endeavoring to preveni an
amicable settlement of the differences,
the market for rullroad securities has
been demoralized to such an extsnt
that mohey actoally needed for re-
pairs, equipment and* extenzions has
been nlmost unobtalmable,

From this unfortunate condition of
stagnation the railrosds are gradually
emerging. It Is encournging indeed to
witness & change of sentiment on the
part of the people. The chastening
process has run its course, and with
both the affected Intérests realizing
the mutuality of intéeresta the outlook
for the future {s most promising,
Judge Lovett declares unequivocally
that, regurdless of the decision of the
Interstate Commerce Commisslon on
pending rats matters, the Haprriman
interests will proceed with their im-
provemant programme involving the
expenditure of 375,000,000, In this
state the rallroads are apending many
milliona. It will be many years before
the new territory that ls heing devel-
opod by the Harriman and the HIilN
interests in Oregon will yield traffic
sufficient to get the new lines on &
dividend-paying basis, but eventually
rleh returns are certain.

Meanwhile the new lines have
opened territory in which thousands
of new settlers have found homes and
will become producers, The entire
country will be the galner by the speedy
sottlement of any remalning differ=
ences betwean the people and the rail-
roads. In Oregon especially the inter-
dependence of the two interests de-
manpds the utmost harmony.

———

LOUKED.UT LANDS.

The report of Commissioner of Cor-
porations Smith on the lumber Indus-
try discloses & conditien with which
the West, and especially Oregon and
Washington, are not unfamiliar, The
froe-and-easy land laws and the froe-
and-easy manner in which they were
administered  for more than thirty
years made It & comparatively easy
matter for capltalists to get togethar
great bodies of timber, as wall 6s ng-
rloultural lands, at a very amall frac-
tion of thely present-day values. These
tmmensa private holdings, i weo except
those of the Weyerhasussr Interesis,
which were mostly bought from the
Northern Pacifio Rallway, were sé-
cured by the massing of individual
claims presumably bought or pre-
empted by bona fide settlers The
holdings of the raliroad cOmMpAnY Wers
secured through that prodigal land-
grant pollcy which was inauguratad
ostensibly for the purpose of haaten-
ing construction of the roads, which in
turn agreed to sell the land to ssttiers
who might naturally be expected to
rush in on completion of the raliroads.

The Government kept its faith with
the rallroads by f{ssuing title to the
land grants. It also kept its faith with
the vast army of “stool pigeons” who
in the aggregate mecured titls to mil-
llons of mores of the best timber and
agricultural land in the world, and
avho, Immediately on securing title,
deeded It to the big syndicates which
now hold it. But while the Govern-
ment acted in good faith In thus giv-
ing “every man a farm™ and in giving
the railronds several miillon “farms,”
vory fow of these beneficiaries have
piayed fair with the Government. Ac-
cording to the report of Secretary
Smith, the timber holdings of the
Southern Pacific are the greatast in the
Unlted States, amounting to 106,000.-
000,000 fest. None of this timber is
for sale at prices that bring it within
the reach of the settiers in whoso in-
terest the Government turned It over
1o the Southern Paclfic as n gift.

ignoring the express provision of the

which are good for both timber ana |
furming purposes. Had the rallroad
cnrried out the Intention of the Gov-
ernment and sold thess lands to set-
tlers at reasonable figures, the ares in-
volved today would bs supporting
thousands of peopie Ingtead of remain.
ing in its original state of virgin wil-
derness.
The problem Is a serioas one,

cially as vacant land Is disappearing
more rapldly than at any previous
perfiod In the country's history,
Whether it Is possible at this late day
1o foree a distribution of these vast
holdings In accordance with tha pro-
viglons, or rather the intantions, gf the
original land grants, Is ancertain, but
the gravity of tha situation certainly
calls for the most stringent guardian-
ahip of the small remalning holdings
of the Government. It Is also impera-
tive that every effort be made to force
the rallroads to fulfill the agreement
under which these land grants were
originaily made.

E=
Great Britain ls much exclted over
the possibilities which lurk behind the
Canadian reciprocity measure. The
London Post, commenting on the pre-
diction that reciprocity would lead to
annexation, appealy ““to those Liberals
not vet blinded by partisan prejudice”
to close thelr ranks and fight to save
the empire, which is threatened with
danger. The annexation of Canada
would be a. porfectly natural soquel
to the reciprocity measure. A large
proportion of the Canadians are more
American than they are British. The
work of Americanizing our blood
brother on the north goes rapldly on.
Not the least of the advantages which
would follow this unien of the two
countries which have so much (n com-
mon would be the good accomplished
fn demonstrating to our hidebound
protectionists that the effects of free
trade between Canada and the Unlited
States woulid be In no manner differant
from those which now accompoeny fres
trade between Oregon and Washington
or any other states.

Canadian Pacific earnlngs of more
than $10,000,000 for the last half of
1910 offer pretty good evidence of the
prosperity of the country traversed by
that line. In mo other part of the
world has there becn such good team
work on the part of the government
and the rallroads as in Western Can-
ada. The reault of this amicable un-
derstanding between the two control-
ling forces has been the remarkably
rapid settlement of the country, with
an attendant Increases in the amount of
business handled by the raliroads. At
this time the group of American rall-
roads known as the “Pacifics” are en-
gaged In a similar eampalgn of pub-
leity. Exploitation of Paclfic Coast
resources and the results that will fol-
low within sgyear or two will be fully
as satlufactory as thoss which have
made Canadian prosperity famous
throughout the world.

The San Franeclsco Shylock who re-
caived $265 in cash and a deficlency
judgment for $332.30 for a $100 loan
mnde five vears ago was nelther worse
nor batter than others of his breed who
have found Jodgment In this city, Be-
ing shsolutely devold of any sense of
falrness or decency, these human vul-
tures whe prey on their financially In-
jured brethren have no scripies agalnst
robbing any unfortunats who gets into
thetr clutches, That they are 80 suc-
cesaful In cscaping punishment s due
to the dlsinclination of thelr wvictime
to make public thelr own folly or mis-
fortune. Eventually these harples,
who hide their identity bahind gilded
signs of “bunkers and brokers,” will
be forced into the open and hundreds
of poor but deserving men will be pro-
tected from thelr own folly.

Forest Expert Oakleat will ¢onduct
tochnlcal Investigations at the experi-
mentn! laboratory of the Forast Serv-
les at the University of Wisconsin for
the next three monthe that will be of
practical value to the timbermen and
mill operators of the Northwest. His
name is suggestive of sultability for
this work.

When a fellow reads of that great
revolutionary leader Madero shaving
off his whiskers and making a sneak,
it Is hard to repress regrots that O..
Henry dldn’t live long enough to put
fnto permanent literary form the hu-
o

It is not likely that many Callifornia
miltttamen will learn to fly even un-
der Ely's tutorship. His Instruction
will be falthful of coursse, but not very
frultful. One would suppose the
militlamen would want to learn how
to march before they tried flying.

Wwell, anyway, the residents of San
Francleco will have thras opportuni-
tles to visit the New Orleans Mardl
Gras befors the Panama Exposition
turnstiles ars working. It's up to the
general passenger agentis.

Tom Richardson, who says that the
Oregon dairy business s on the de-
oline, must remember that the more
apartments and flats wa have In Port-
land the greater will ba the demand
tor condensed milk.

George Gould lost control first of the
Western Unlon, then of the Western
' Pacific, and now of the Missourl Pa-
cific: Evidently Jay Gould's succesaor
borrowed more money than he waa
able to pay back.

—

While Civie Architect Bennett ia
telllng us that Burnside ought fo be
the hackbone of the new munlicipal
arrangement will he pleass make
progrnostications os to the future head
=a gur clty.

Even with the suffrage Seattle
women have no advantage over their
Portland sisters. Here the police
pinch feminine speed manlacs aswwell
as the male variety.

To what helghts will the pension
appropriations soar when the United
States Army men begin battling with
the elements in airships?

—_—

The coronation of the King and
Queen of England has been postponed
to take place two weeks after the
Portland Rose Festival,

When all of the suffragettes In the
state of Washington take the stump
then it will be time to talk of clearing
the logged-off land.

————
_—

As further ovlc-neo. of Oreagon’s for.
ward movement, note 754 students In
the strictly colleglate departments ut

m#

Now lst science get busy ;
! ym for the 17-year locusts which

.

threaten o

fun of fMshing Iin

SHALL WRONSG BE CORRECTED?

That Is Sole (Question as fo Roguo
River Fiah Bill.

SALEM. Or., Feb. 15.—(To the Baitor)—
‘Y have noticed that some of the papers
are questioning the advisability of the
Legisiature amending the Rogus River
fsbing Taw enacted by the
vembher &

In my opinion, the people dld not fully
understand the effcct that the adoption
of this bill would have. I am 4 member
of the fisheries committes of the House.
Mr. Pierce, who Imtroduced the bill,
alss n member of this committes and a
resident of Curry County. the county
which Is most vitaily affected by the
ennbizaent of the Rogue River fishing
pill. We called bafore our commiliae
residents of Curry County, of Josephine
County and Jackson County, and each
was allowed to make a statement of his
case befors the committes, snd the com-
mittee went carefully into all conditions
existing upon the Rogue River.

We found that sbout three mliies above
Grant's Piss there Iz a dam of suffl-
clent helght so that in low ‘Wwater sal-
mon cannot get over. The waler falls
upon & bed of concrete |n such a way
thiat in low water the depth doesn’'t ex-
ceed 18 or 90 Inches. This Is mot suffl-
clapnt water to give the salmon a chance
to make the necessary losp to got over
the dam. There I8 no adequate fishway
here.

We found that if the law adopted by
the people were to stand without amend-
ment, 30 {ishermen in Josephine County
who make & Hving by fishing would be
compelled to leave the county. In Curry
Mounty we found that many of the flah-
ermen have taken up homestends and
that If the Cshing !n the river were
closed they would have to vacaie thelr
homesteads and leave the county, as
they could not make n Hving upon their
homeatends under tha precent condl=
tions. Also that the fishing In the river
was a moeans of livelihood of two or
three hundred familles along the river in
{his county, and that the fishing in the
Rogue River In Curry Counly wWas the
{eading industry of the county.

We found furthoer that the Hume in-
terests had bulit and owned amd oper-
ated at thelr own expenss, with the ex-
ception ©f one man employed by the
United States Government, three sal-
mon_ hateheries which inst year turned
out 6000,000 young salmon which wera
rotained In the hatcherieg until they
were four or five inchee In length and
then placed in the river within a mils of
the sea. We found that the first seaszon
the Hume Intérests were on the rwiver
they packed 00 cuses of salmon, By
Meeplng up these hatcherles they have

tncreased the pack from 30X cases Lo
10,000 cases per annum. We learned
that the movement for the closing of

the river was io behalf of tha sportsmen,
particularly, of Jackson County, who de-
gire to fiah {n the Rogus River with hook
and Une.

It was also shown conclusively to the
committes that only the stesl-head sal-
mon could ba caught with hook and line,
#o it was proposed to amend the bill
sdopted by the peopls %0 that steel-
bead salmon shoubd not be eaught, which
would give the people of Jackson Coun-
ty what they asied for in thelr bill and
that the flshermen of Curry County and
Jowsephine County should fish with nets
of not less than eight-lnch moeh for the
Cninook salmon umd for only 5 days
during the year; thus givieg a much
shorter season than under the old law.
This slze of mesh allows all steel-head
galmon to pass through.

The amended b} opens the river for
flshing to the steel bridge at Grants
Puss, which ia three milea below the
dam. We are informed that a good fish-
way wil] be constricted over this dam.
It the Iinitlative bill were allowed to
etand unarhended it would put out of
business the canning Industry at the
mouth of the river, valued at $350,000, and
would materially cripple the businoss In-
terests of Curry County. Personally. I do
not think It would be wise to destroy an
industry which the owners of the can-
nery themseives have developed by op-
erating thelr own hatcheries, in order
that certain sportsmen might have the
the vpper waters of
the river. Yet, we granted thém all they
asked for !m this bill, However, thay
objected to the opening of tha river
above the mouth of the Illincls River.

As regards the charge that membera of
the Legisiature whe were the friends of
the Initiative and referendum =xhould
vote against the changing of such a
bill, T am of the opinion that it would be
&n injury to the cause of the Initiative
and referendurn to let such & blll stand
unamended, as it would be doing eeri-
ous lnjustice to the people of two coun-
tles. The poople of the state at large
wern not In a position to inform them-
welves of the conditions prevalllng In that
tocality when they voted upon this meas-
ure, and in my opinion should have voted
it down for the same reason that they
voted down the naw county propositions.
I think It should refiect credit upon the
tfriendd of the Initiative and referen-
dum that they were willing to rectify an
error made by the people in this matter.
1 huve always bean n supportor of tha
Inttiative and referendum and was elect-
ed upon a platform to support It, but ns
[ stated before the best way to support
and make effective the initiutive and
referendum I to correct the mistakes
that may be made by Its use,

I wish to state further that this Legls-
iature Is not establishing n precedant by
smending this !nitiative law as the Legls-
lature of 190 smended the upper an
lower river fish laws enacted by the peo=
ple In 1908 I heard no vigorous protest
by tha public press at that time about
amending the people’s luwa. I think the
Leglslature should be tlie balance whee]
of the system of direct Igislation. ;

F. M GILL.,

Representative of Wasso and Hood

River Counties.

Firat American Flag in Orcgon.

PORTLAND, Feb, 1.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—On pag¢ 11 of The Oregoniun,
February 7, the making of the first
American flag seen in Oregon in clmimed
for Mre. Biils, and the statement Iia
made that {t- was floated by the steam-
¢r Lot Whitcomb, launched on Christ-
mas day, 15850, at Milwaukis, Or. Thera
In no question of the truth of the ar-
ticle. except as to the fl balng the
first Unlon flag floated ln‘auxon. The
Star of Oregon, Captaln Joseph Gate
was at Swan Island, now in Portland
harbor Jimits May, 1841 to May, 182
and sailed out of the Columbia for the
Bay of San Francisco with “an anchor,
hawser, nautical {nstruments, a flag
and clearance,” furnished by Capiain
Wilks, commander of the American ex-
ploring sxpedition in Pacific waters.
Septembar 13, 1842,

On the 4th of July, 1846, Miss Nar-
cissn Waldo on borseback bore the
American flag to the speakers’ stand
al Balem, where J. 8 Smith read the
Declaration of Independence. That flag
waas made by Mrs. Mary Holden, as-
sinted by Mra, Looney and daughter, of
Looney's Butte, Marion County, . for
Captain Charies Bennet's company of
scouts which drilled at Salem on July

4. 1346 Then. In 1847, Lieutenant
Howlson, when a guest of Governor
Abenethy, after the wreck of the 1li-

fated sloop of war Shark, gave the
venssl's flag to the provisional govern-
AL

maent of Oregon. 3.

Belasco Speaks as the “Librettist.”
New York Morning Telegraph.
Mr. Bolesco th'nks It Is an honor to
have furnished the libretto for Puccini's
“Girl of the Golden West,” but not the
supréeme honor 80me porsons seem to

con=ider It

“That reminds me of a story of Ar-
diti” he sald. “Arditl was once In-
vited to lecture on Shaksspeare.

« Shakespears,’ he sald with a puz-
glad frown. "Who's. he?™
“wepon't you remsmber, maestro,' sald
a dlsgiple, ‘don’'t you remember “Am-
leo.,” “Romeo & Glulietta™ and “'Otello,™

forth T
3 “m.“, safd  Ardith

MR, HAAK ON THE SCHOOLS
Replles to Statement by Board of Edu-
eativo.

PORTLAND, Or.,, Feb. 15—(To the Bli-
tor.)—An article has appeared {n The
Oregonian of February 15 which [t is
stated was issued In behnlf of the mem-
bers of the Board of Education and
makes some ¢ments which are, Lo
suy the least, rera reflectlons on the
membera of the Civie Councll and the
differant imiprovement clubs of the City
of Portland.

This !s the cry of the beast in dle-
tross, and | make thls comparison afier
having heard the able anddrees of Judge
Ben Lindsey, of Denver, on an allied
sabject.

As citizens and taxpayers of tha Clty
of Portland we d¢ not wish this lssue to
be diverted into the channel of person-
alities. Thtis far the Board of Educa-
tion has been trested rtespecifully in
every communication and in every meat-
ing. The lssue before the public ls the
new school bill before the Leglulature.
'We wish tha public to keep this fact in
ménd, that first of all wa are working
for Improved conditions In the manage-
ment of tha echoo]l affalm of this clty
and the proper expendlture of the large
sums of money recelved by the School
Board.

A delegation from the Clvic Council and
this improvement clubs of the city was in
Salam Monday night, and had an atten-

tive and respectful hearing by the Mult- | :

nomah defegation. The criticlsma of Ii‘:el
Board of Education are certainly made in |
poor taste, especially after the bi y
conrdered In Joint meetings with citl-
rens of this clty and every effori mpde |
to meet the Scehool Board on middle

ground in the preparation of the school

bill; the compromise measure rasulting

was finally approved by their own come

mittes. This bll]l Is at present befora

the Legislature.

In reference to Mr. Gauntt, T wiil say
that he has been recommendsd to me by
& member of a reputable firm of archl
tects In the Clty of Fortland, He stated
that Mr. Gauntt has been known to
for many years and that he conaidered |
him s speciallst in planning school bulld-
ingm, that he belleved Mr. Gaunit couid
bulld a school bullding for less money

than any other man on the Faclfic
Const.
In communication with the Board of

Education, I have endeavored to place
this on a businesa basls, and have asked
for & mesting, at which time we wished
to place before them the plans Ar.
Geauntt has drawn up for thair considera-
tion. This hae been rvéfused in a very
tart letter by H. C. Campbell, chalrman
of the bulldlng committes Now, If Mr.
Gauntt cannot give proper securily for
the proper completion of the bullding ac-
cording to his plans, it certainly would
be proper for the Board of Educstion not
to accept them. But thus fur we have
not succeeded In getting these plans be-
fora them.

In regird to the manner in which the
Board of Bducatlon's books were kapl
previous to Mr. Thomas' administration,
1 will say that it Is impossible to get an
accurate knowledge of the tranmsactiona
of the board without the expenditura of
&n undue mmount of time and monay.

In regard to the statement that a cer-
tain architect employed by the Board of
Biucation recelved £23,000 1 will state that
pocording to signed statement made by
Mr. Thomas, school clerk. T. J. Jones
received from December, 196, to Deocrms-
bear, 1910, a total of £,M80 and uat thal
time there was still due him §1378.71,
making a total renumeration for this
period of §84,723.05,

The Board of Education states that a
falsebood Is tod by me when I stated
membery of the Board of Education went
to Balem to defeat thig blll. The article
to which I am replving ls proof enough
that the Board of Education Is fighting
this bill, and this statement does not
need any repetition. S0 far as the state-
ment mude concerning contractors and
materin]l men of this clty s concerned,
will say that they cdn spaak for them-
selves and they certainly are speaking
loudly.

The object of the =2 Improvemeant clube
represanted Iin the Civie Councli is to
better the administration of school af-
falrs of this city, and an honast effort
in this direction i@ being made, which
certainly is evidenced by the fact that
every sectien of tids bill represents con-

slderable labor and discussion on the
part of the Board of Education and the
members of the !mprovement clubs of

this city, and the citlzens appolnted In-
dependently.
The public will judge who is rignt in
this matter.
JOHN H. HAAK, Fresldent.

Anti-Pass Law and Junkets.

VERNONIA, Or, Fab. 12—To the
Editor.)—Is there a law In  Oregon |
making It a criminal offense for a

rallroad company to offer a pass to a
member of thes State Legislature? If
so, what Is the difference between &
railroand company giving a pass to a|
membar of the Loglslature and two
towns furnlshing free rides on these
same railroads for all the membors of
the Legislature, thefr wives, Iady |
clerks and all thelr friends, to take A
day off and have & plenic at thelr ex-
pense, when the schools of these two
towns are asklng it the hands of the
Logislature nearly quite a million dol-
lars of the people’s money?

No doubt you will think me decidedly
green for asklng such questions, but
wa farmers are asimple folk and ean’t
see farther into a millstone than the
man that is picking on it We have
found that the farmer must lead a very
strenuous life to keop out of debt and
pay taxes, and we are wondering where
wa are going to get off If weé must
g up for all that the Lexislature is
asked to saddle upon us.

Some of us ware even simplse enough,
when the siate went i{nto the business
of giving to her youth a university
sducation to think that owr boys could
g0 to college, too, but we have found
that it has kept us hustling so lively
to dig up taxes that we hnve had fo
keep our boys on the farm for what
we can got out of them.

It seems to me that In this age of
“reform™ and “square deal” that some
membar of the Legisiature could im-
mortialize his pame by proposing a
square denl for the taxpayer.

SUBSCRIBER.

There is an anti-pass Inw in Oregon,
but it i designed principally to pre-
vent the seerel furnishing of transpor-
tation to officials or Individuals with
tha vilew on the part of the rallroad
offering the passes of gaining soma
favor or advantage at the hands of
the recipient of the transportation,
There is no law prohibiting an Indi-
vidual or group of individuals from
purchasing transportation for other in-
dividuals or groups The Oregonizn
secs 0o cause for criticising the Legis-
jature or its hosts for employing tha |
means aceepted or supplled to give the

lawmalkers an xccurste and Intimate
knowledge of the nesds of the iweo
institutions of the

public educational
gtata. But this !s not sayving that
othisr journeys oOr sntertainments
might not go beyand tha bounds aof

propriety.

Present Ownern Get Hefan'l

PORTLAND, Or., Fsb. 11.—(To tha BEdl-
tar)}—Will you please answar the follow-
ing question regarding the Waler mensy
refunds?

Suppose that A" owns improved prop-
erty and has paid up all sssessmonts
agulnat same Including water malns.
Befors the enoctment of the recent re-
fund law he sells this property to “B."

Wi the refund he made to A" who
originally pakl for samé, or to “B." the
pressnt owner who hus purchased this
property at &n increased JSigure on @o-

count of improvements?
A READER.

Mayor Simon says the city will refund
:l:t water money to the pressnt

. which in this cass would

him |[-F

Half a Century Ago

Bt. Valsntine day was kept a= it always
is In this town by the sending of unn
bered comile, sentimentul, and ridiculows
velentines,
rushing distractedly #dround Ing
who Maud weas, others eelling on fr
to ascertnin whether they could gu«
whose hand-writing a certaln missive
was written. Others In animated conver-
satlon suddenly went down Into their |

bréast pocket and brought up & W
envelops with a billat insids of It, which
drawing puddenly, they reforred 1o o

friend. This last individual after perues-
ing it atientively wo burat out In &
horse laugh, and then they would both
cudgel thelr brains—"who can it ba?”
Well, the day la past and our senlor devil
got all the valentines that came to thie

offlce. Cause, supposed to be—suparior
personal appearance.
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would prove a greatl saving.

The exporis from Foctiand for the week

ending Friday night. the 15th of Febru-
ary, are as

2000 sks. f 1977 whent, 2811 bxe. ap-
\ plen, 40 bxs. butter, 1 bx. frull trees, 1
bx. mer, 34 cs bacon, 7 pkes lJomther,
1% hides

The recelpts of produce from the In-
tarlor, for the same time, foot up the fol-

totals:
A qr.
ses frait traes, 1H2 boxes of appies,
4

cases bacom 14 boxes s, 9§ cCases
mdpe., 167 stcks bran, 1 bhl cider, 7§
bushels potatoes, 12 hf bbla. lard, 2 hales
Salem wool, 8 sacks seed, 20 foet onk
lumber, and 12 Sks. oats.

WORKMEN'S COMIPENSATION ACT

Writer Thinks Heuefllts Should Not Be
Confined to Employes.

THR DALLES Or., Feb 12—(To the
BEditor)—1 have rend and re-reld ‘In-
jured Man Indorses Blll™ on page § of
Tha Oregonian of February 6, 1811,

That gentlemuan wuas very unfortu-
nate. Hea was laboring to support his
family and Incldentally for the bensfit
of the stute.

1 know of a young man with a wife
and two children who was working
with might and maln to clear up his
homestead, make & llving for his fam-

ily, and incldentally for the benafit of
the state. He was Injured In an nccl-
dent with a log and lost a leg. He

{s practically helpless and has no trade.
1 contend that if the one.should re-
caive a bansfit from every laxpayar
within the atate through appropriation
by the state, them both should recelve
a like benefit. It Is préesumed that
both were working nt a choesen calling,
Wea of Oregon surely have a chaoloe.
J. . HALL.

Mr. Hall possibly overlooks the fact
that under tha provision of the pro-
posed compensation act, the stats Is
to contribute only one-fourth of the
compensation fund nfter the initial ap-
propriation of $50.000 in mada. it Is
the Intention of tha framers of the blli

that one-half the fund shell be pro-
vided by the amployers, v thereby
obviating the nepsssity ring In-
demnity insurance. One-fourth s to

be contriboted By the employes. The
state would probably save its share in
reduced court qosts, as perdonal Injury
cases form an important [tem in the
expense of maintaining our courts. In
the long run, too, the consumer pays
the Jjudgments obtained by Iinjured cm-
ployes and also the Insurance prémi-
ums of the smployer. The compensa-
tlon plan proposed i s form of insur-
ance supoervised by the state with fixed

benefits for avery injured cmplove who
may have elected to aceept Iis termsx
In thebry, at least, It would impoxe
no greater burdens than those now

carrled by the tuxpayers in providing
n means of relief for Injured work-
men.

‘THE COUNTRY BOY

The Story of His Own
Early Life.

BY HOMER DAVENPORT

An Extraordinary Narrative Writ-
ten and Illustrated by the
Pamous Cartoonist.

BEGINS IN THE SUNDAY
OREGONIAN, FEBRUARY 18

The Sunday Oregonisn has se-
cured from G. W. Dillingham Co.,
publishers, the serial rights of
“iThe Country Boy,”’ by Homer
Davenport, the famous cartoonist.

Fvervone knows Homer Daven-
port's eartoons, Everyone knows
he hails from Silverton, Oregon.
He has achieved a new distine-
tion. He has written a fascinat-
ing book.

It is not fiction; but real, live,
pulsing autobiography—not the
sort that divers ‘‘great men®’
have been kind enough to offer to
a world too often bored by it; but
the wital tale of an ambitious
country boy's extraordinary
gtruggple against odds.

The story is illustrated by
Homer Davenport himself. The
drawings are a wonderful aid to
the story.

The first installment will ap-
pear -Sunday, February 19.

ORDER FROM YOUR NEWS-
DEALER NOW




