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14 U.tAr A td.0K-- 9 TTT.7
Th Orrgon Leg'.'-atu- r shows no

ygr;o t holJ Its appropriation
dawn to r : limit. la 10
th reorl gr-TU cf $4.oo.oo for
th Hr.r. UI porloj e:acger4 th bur-d.n- .l

taxpayer; bat bok.d hear that
th I TO ').; Btilmum U to be o far
xreedJ that th total for 111 -1 J
i:i reach I i.oos.oao.
I Oreon a H.00O.00O cat? Are

t" prodactlv rfmarra o varied and
o readily avallabt that to rl a sum

fan b t.irne.1 Into th atate trrury
without or to somo faw a--

t ; bjl'ruptr 7 Hoar ran th. I.T-l.Iat'- ir

ffKib!7 Jutify I'alf for pKir
a treat f load on the ahoul - ra of the
P'jor ttiparrr. alr.aajr perpix-- J ana

T tara4 by th Injlst.nt dmanrt
t tax from county, city. chol du--

and th like? IIw mu.h cf thia

$rt aum U being wrunr from th t

tjjipayrr'a pockrta to mwl the n

r.i of th.o atat. and how mach to
aapnrt ernamental boaMa and cum-rr.Uior- .s.

pay for uarlraa public prlnt-!r.- c.

arteol an alra.!y harily fad l-

pajrroi pr vlJa for "hlhr duration"
fr for popl well abia to pay. an!
furr.Ua iuxarioua atablishm.nta
of a:a! fancllonartea with automo-tl- l.

W!l:n carprta. mahoicony alde-boar- di

ar. I cot gTaa wtna fU? H--

much m-- into tbo daily faro of tho
unhappy Inmate of th atato Inatltu- -
t!or.s at Ulfm. anl how much Into j

th Hvln of a long Hat of luserfluoui !

,3ttN eThpIoye? What percentage of
thia vaat expenditure of 14.000.000 will
rep reject to the :at value received
nj how much heer waste and wicked

f extra va jxnee?
Th Oregonlan 1 th last to protest

a (air. at the lorestrant by th state of
I
mosey Into necejAiry public Ir.stitu- -

loca. auri aa th insane asylum, th
orne for the feeble-minde- d, the re--

choo! and th orphans schools.
fill of which represent th grnerou
Ttrit of aa enlightened humanity: or
uch aa the penitentiary, which socl- -

ty must maintain for Its own prot.c
tloa. Nor would It deny O auperin
tendents and officer of these Institu-
tion tha tnear. of comfortable living
r-2- t It Is profoundly concerned In th
wis ari Judlclou expenditure of th
stats' fands In channels not absolutely

to a reasonable development
vf the iraM'a interest and not strictly
a part ot the public activities. It would
remind th Legislature that the Stat
of Orirn ri only 700.000 people, and
that It ta folly for us to endeavor to
romper tn public expenditures with

h 'JL'at cf Washington, with l.:00.-t'-

th Stat of California, wf.i

I Jwt;h some reluctance, and at
of being mlsundei that

T?7tTj rrcorjau mentions th' approprl- -
aUok. for th Stat Unlveri which
exceeds 1500.000 this to be added to
th i:500 biennial aum heretofore
voted by th Legislature and approved
11 rough th referendum by th tax-j.aye- rs.

Th university Is a growing
an I beneficent institution, and if it is
to be maintained It must hare ade-

quate fund. But we submit that
JIOO.OOl for a single blcnnlum U more
than th a'at should b called on to
provli. and we suggest to the active
promoter of this great appropriation
that they are taking chances
cf another referendum, with Ira
jro.pvct of enthusiastic aupport by
many who have heretofore lruUted
that the university should have sufTl- -

j

funds for maintenance, eejulp-''mr- at

and building. There. I too
much of th old flavor cf t repre-J-ensi- b'.

lcgro:i about this appropria-
tion, and Representative Thompson
was correct when. In the House last
Saturday, b IrvsUted that th Item
rubt to b separated and considera-
tion ef th whole appropriation pro-

ceed on It merits, disassociated with
any other legislative interest or influ-

ence.
It Is the rractk-- e at Euger. to com-

pare th merit and needs of the Stat
University with the Institution at S.
attlo, Moscow (Idaho) and Berkeley
(CaX'irnla). and to show that th Ore-

gon school is asking for less. Th
rotate University at Seattle is th only
Important educational Institution west
of th Cascad Mountain In a state

!lh nearly twice Oregon's population;
at JI 'scow, Idaho supports a combined
frHate University and Agricultural CoU

and at Berkeley, Cal.firnla has
laUIariy united th two Institutions

If th appropriation f r th Oregon
university this yar shall be 73.000
(Including th $230,000 fixed appro-

priation), and for the Oregon Agricul.
ural College IST0.O00. the total for
hese two will rech the Immen.e sum

of 11. 3 !J. 000. That is certainly going
ome!

It ta Invldldou. no doubt, to mention
ttrins tn the stupendous Si.0OO.000

?oi; and The Oregocian wouli avoid
the appearance of special opposition or

. i ' . . v mA B- -v wort h v Orrroa lnstltu- -

n; bat it w.li not snrina irom its
'.a!n duty to all d-- state In Insisting
hat the Legislature must har in mind.

risking up Its achedu: of appro- -
rUona th w:rar oi tn tup)

In public on th on hni And the
merit an J n'cetlj of every dem&nd
from th Institutions on
the other, it is imperative th.it the
LcUlstare bo careful; It U no less ve

that the rolce calling for
more end more be so modulated as to
harmonise with the capacity of the
state to pay.

KErim'K itt rounr.
Keprrantati KV.l la oppomei to

tha CnJ!n rwlprocity bill for thtalsl rvaaon that it would opcrato
t th. drtrlmrnt of vrral Or-o- n In- -,

dustrira. amunf which ho Includra
grain and aalmon. lie a Iv f.ara that
th. competition of foreign ahlp carry-Ir.- r

Canadian raravra to tb New Tork
marketa t lower frelirht rate than
wou'J be charred by American ahlpa
would prore drtrtmental.

The atatement la abaard that
the removal cf the tariff on train
would afreet price In Oreon. Thia
atate annually haa an exportable aur- -
plus of from T. 000.040 to 10.000.000
buahela of wheat. Nearly ail of It
muat aeek a market In Kurope. and
the price for that which la marketed

:. here ta baaed on the European
price. Exactly the aame condition
prevail In Canada. Americana are
aetlera and not buyer of wheat. There
would be abolutety no Incentive for
Canada to ahlp wheat to Oregon or to
any other portion of the United State
j lone a thia country produced
noufh for home requirement.

Murk th aame condition ar no-
ticeable In aalmon. Th Columbia
Hirer and Pujret Sound pack muel
more aalmon than U packed In Car
a. la. and the moat of the aurplua from
both rounttiu la marketed abroad.
Canned aalmon. like wheat, haa a
a:andarJ prlre. N'othlnc but phll.in- -
tbrnpv wmld Induce the Canad!.in to
offer ihelr staple In thl counrry at a
Iiwer nur than the Americana could
obtain.

rcnrd to the competition ofIln ahip Mr. E:il mlirht ofTer" an
mendment to the reciprocity Itreaty

fJ'a h'PI'" f rm,''?? o use
cheaput tor.nace obtainable.

whether they marketed their product
In American or furo.tfn ports. Eventu-
ally we mut fet down to a bulne
baUi on ocean tannage, a well a on
other features of trade.

Iir RAIL. TO CfStTKXL ORECOX.

Hallmad transportation to Central
Oregon la about to become a reality.
The announcement of TTafTlc Manager
Coman. of the Oregon Trunk, that
train aervic will be established on
March 1 from the ColumbU Itlver to
Metollu. a distance of 105 milra,
mrana that another vnst region hua
been added to Portland' already ex- -
tenalve trade territory. A hlie Meto- -
liua will be only a temporary terminus
for the line, the difficult and contly
construction of th "trunk line up the
Pechutes haa been practically com-- I

and the mntter of extending the
main line and Its branches through
all parts of Central Oregon will be
comparatively easy.

It would be difficult for Portland or
fir Central Oregon to overestimate th
value of thia new line. To an over--
whelming extent th unparalleled pros--
pertty that baa prevailed In thia city
and ali:g th north bank of the Co-

lumbia River In the past two year I

directly traceable to th building of
the North Bank line.

Even more satisfactory results will
follow the opening of th Oregon
Trunk, which is In a manner a feeder
of the North Bank line, for while the
North Bank gave a water-lev- el outlet
to a vast region that waa dependent on
the old route over the Cascade Moun-
tains, th Oregon Trunk has opened
up a region that until the present time
has been without any kind Of trans-
portation facilities.

Simultaneously with the announce-
ment of th opening of th road for
trafT.o ther appeared news of th

reception that waa accorded
the Oregon exhibition cars which th
Hill llnra ar sending through the,
K.tern State. Having made Central
Oregon a habitable place by building
the Oregon Trunk. Mr. X f 111 ta now
busily eugaged In rustling up new set-
tlers to aid In developing a tratlVc for
hi new road. Hundreds of the new-
comers poured Into Central Oregon last
year, and from present Indication the
1911 movement will b the greatest In
the history of the state. Central Ore-
gon haa been discovered.

m) rim rttMTM iNSTtirrr.
Tear ago the farmers of the Red

River Valley. In Minnesota, derided the
lie that the soil of that district could
ever become exhausted by the continu-
ous growing of wheat. Today the av-

erage ylell In that section Is said to
be about one-thir- d what it was before
the virgin elements of the soil had
been impaired. Minnesota la now
spending 143.000 annually for farmers'
Institutes. These institute provide a
means whereby th Stat Agricultural
College experts and scientists may give
Instruction In diversified farming and
soil conservation to the farmers who
cannot g to the college.

Had this work been undertaken
years ago It la probable that

Minnesota's wheat farms would nov
make a different showing. It la prob-
able, too. that If scientific Instruction
had been carried to the farmers of New
England fifty years ago the present-da- y

abandonment and worn-o-ut condi-
tion of much of New England's agri-
cultural district would have been
avolrled.

Oron now spends 12300 annually
for this work. That Is to say, there Is
a continuous appropriation of that
amount, a portion of which haa re-
verted to the state In aome years large-
ly because the fund was sufficient only
to pay th expense of Instructor who
could not leave their duties at Cor-
ral: I.

The proposition now cornea from the
Granges n House bill 176 at Salem
that this --work be undertaken In Ore-
gon on a broader scale than at pres-
ent: that sufficient money be appropri-
ated to make possible the employment
of a directing head of th work and
several assistant.

On of the strongest arguments in
favor of extending the scope of farm-
ers' Institute work In Oregon Is found
In the attitude of the railroad compa-
nies. The UarrlmoA system has rec-
ognised the value from the traffic
standpoint of proper tillage of the soli
and scientific methods in ail kinds of
agriculture. It haa probably expended
110 for every dollar appropriated by
the state. The railroad appropriation
and th greater part of th stale' ap-

propriation. In tb last few years, have
gone toward operating or equipping
farming demonstration train. These
trains hav been an Invaluable aid to
the farming communities, but It Is ad.
mltted that th work undertaken needs
supplementing by Instruction and deia--

onatrationa carried through a longer
period in each locality than Is possible
In a special train schedule. It seems
logical that If th arllroad company
ran see dollars for Itself In this work
the state should a Leo be able to dis-
cern a remuneration.

Oregon Is at the right stage of de-

velopment for extension of the work of
the Agricultural- - College more Intl-mat.-- ly

among the farmer. Tho soil
litis not yet become exhausted of Its
vital elements. There U a great In- -

oped lands who have come to the state
only with the knowledge of farming
under conditions they abandoned In
the East. The Inexperienced In agri-Cultu- re

ar beginning to listen to th
"back-to-the-lan- call. These people
need Instruction, and It Is to the state'
Interest that they be Instructed In
economy and right methods In the
branches of farming they may take up.

I'

The farmers' Inirtituto work aluo em-

brace household economy within its
scope, and therein Is the opportunity

I offered for upbuilding a sturdier gen
eration nnd the making of farm lire
more attractive.

Th whole plan is o thoroughly In
accord with true conservation and
educational advancement that the only
phase, perhaps, on which there need
be argument 1 th amount of the ap-

propriation that th bill shall carry.

TIDB WIlX-BEAT- ta 'OT YET SAiX.

Governor West appear to think"

that the whipping post, though a
rellc of barbarism." ought to be pre-

served for the punishment of wife-beate- rs,

who are themselves survivor
of barbarous times. W do not fol-

low easily th Governor" logic. lnc It
may be said that other doera of violent
Crimea are also mere barbarians, ana

j the whipping post 1 nowhere urged us
' the proper cure for them. ISut It Is

not at all necessary on that account
to diwnt from the Governor's opinion
that the whipping post should not be
aboll-.hcd- . It is a most handy and
convincing weapon to be used In cases
of necessity. Wife-beati- ng as an In-

dustry In Oregon haa greatly declined
since th whipping post waa estab-
lished In 105.

So far as The Oregonlan can recall,
the whipping post has In the six year
of Ita existence been used but four
time In Orvgon. Under Sheriff Tom
Word' gentle ministration about flv
years ago. two brutal husbands were
made In Portland to feel th vengeful
lash, and Sheriff Steven four year
since performed through a sturdy
deputy the aame pleasant service for
another cowardly brute. In Baker
County about the same time there
a lively whipping. IJut In th Interval
there haa been very little wiCe-beali- ng

and there have been no whippings,
roaslbty men who have the wife-beut-I- ng

habit have been a little mora dis-

creet about time and place; but In
any event the public hear little now-

adays of such occurrence.
No Judge sentencing a wlfe-beat- er

Is required t6 send him to the post;
but he may. Why, theu. should the
woman-beat- er be relieved of the
wholesome menace of a punishment
that may follow his brutal diversion T

TITE OIJ ORDER CHANGETfl.

Senator Root haa put the question
of the election of United Slates Sena-
tors by the people on the ground upon
which it was placed by the fathers ol
the Republic the makers of tha Con.
stttutlon. Rather he soeka to main,
tain the manner of choosing the mem.
bers of the Senate as It was originally
restricted and designated.

Any reader of constitutional history
will recall the discussion of this ques-

tion of selecting United 8tates Sena-
tors. Eloquence matched eloquence
and reason opposed reason In a debate
that lasted many days. It was finally
decided upon the following present-
ment: "The people compose two great
interests, the landed and the commer-
cial; to draw both branches of Con-
gress from the people would leave no
security to commercial interests, that
of th people being chiefly agricul-
tural. Hence If the Senate were
chosen by the State Legislature, the
elections 'having been carried through
this refinement, there would be apt to
result some check In favor of the com-
mercial Interest against the landed."
This view of the question finally pre-
vailed, all th states present voting
for It.

Times have changed. Interests have
shifted nnd conditions of trade, traffic
and Industry have multiplied. The
abuse of the legislative system of
choosing United State Senators has
frequently become a National scan-
dal: the election of Senators has in
some Instances become a matter of
bargain and salo, of venallry and cor-

ruption. Perhaps these examples have,
stood out with greater prominence
than has the more frequent orderly
choice of Senators by State Legisl-
ature. But a feeling that a change of
election methods Is desirable has
come. It Is designated by Senator
Root aa "a mere assent, not a violent
desire." H contend further that the
electorate would naturally accept any
extension of th franchise, that being
the Insignia of power.

It roust be said of Fenntor Root that
he Is on who possesses to the full the
courage of his convictions In thus
arising in the defense of present meth-
ods of electing States' Senators. Iri hi
Judgment th Senate, throughout It
history has "performed its duty loy-

ally, faithfully and completely and has
supplied to the history of the country
a line of Illustrious men and a record
of achievement which furnish the
most convincing proof that the world
haa ever had that popular government
la a possibility among men."

But commendatory words may be
aid of the lower hous of Congress,

also. In the selection of It members
th wisdom of the masse may be
lauded as Senator Root lauds the wis-

dom and prudence of the founders of
the Government and the working out
of their plan wherevor and whenever
It has been successful. And not all the
opposition to legislative election of
Senators hna been causd by actual
scandal or corruption. When the Sen-at- o

first began to take on a superior
dignity and to become a social aristoc-
racy in Washington th foundation
wa laid for the revolt of public senti-
ment. It Is a revolt, not a passive ac-

ceptance by th people of proposed
additional power. Along with our
true statesmen, elected to th Sen at
for their qualifications, we have a
greater number who are there because
they can afford It and enjoy tho hom-
age the office brings to them. The of-

fice of Senator has too often become a
rich man's bauble. What are con-

sidered the legitimate expenses of the
campaign for election are beyond the
reach of others than men of wealth.
Where money has not actually been
expended for legislators' vote boeslsm
and tnachln politic hav too often

played their part. The demand now la
for greater democracy In the Senate.
A the "old order changeth, giving
plac to the new," It is well to give
honor where honor Is due. But the
prediction may also be confidently
voiced that the Senate rosters of the
future will reveal not only as much
loyalty and refulgence shed by Illus-
trious names as did the Senate of the
first century of the Nation, but more.
With such prediction fulfilled, no
change, however ladlcal. can affect
our standing among the nations
abroad, and in the hearts of our peo-
ple at home.

Another New Tork society woman
has been locked up for smuggling. As
the particular article over which she
came to grief was a 16000 aable coat,
the financial necessity for her attempt
to break the law was not in evidence.
For years tho custom of smuggling has
been followed by wealthy people who
wore willing to take a chance on evad-
ing the payment of duty because they
were reasonably safe In assuming that
the maximum punishment would be e
fine. The matter of a fine for these
aristocratic smugglers Is fully as seri-
ous as it Is for the millionaires who
break speed laws with their automo-
biles. The cold, forbidding walls of a
prison, however, have a tendency to
check . After the publio
has read a'few more of the tearful ac-
counts of the female aristocrats who
are unable to aquare themselves with
money, there will be but little evasion
of the customs lawa and Uncle Sam
will profit accordingly.

The Portland Civic Council haa pre-
sented to the Legislature a measure
designed to reform school methods in
Portland. It is the product of Indus-
trious and conscientious endeavor by
a body of disinterested citizens. It
has many meritorious features, though
The Oregonlan Is not prepared to ap-
prove the bill as a wholn. But it is
sure that the bill deserves careful
scrutiny and Impartial consideration.
Unquestionably there are many feat-
ures In which the administration of the
schools here should be Improved or
chsnged, and legislation Is much de-

sired and needed. This bill has been
presented to the Legislature at a very
lato hour; yet circumstances apparent-
ly made delay unavoidable. The Ore-
gonlan very much hopes that on thai
account the Legislature, and especially
the Multnomah delegation, will not re-

fuse to give the subject the considera-
tion Ita importance merits.

It Is pler.slng to note that the Panama-

-Pacific Exposition resolution met
with plain sailing In the Senate, and
Is now ready for the signature of the
President. Since the overwhelming
victory of San Francisco in the House
there has never been any doubt about
the final settlement of tho matter.
While still smarting under defeat
there were some expressions of re-

sentment from the supporters of New1

Orleans, and for that reason there was
a possibility of some objection being
raised in the Senate. The Southerners
have . proved good losers, and at tha
proper time can undoubtedly be de-

pended on to Join the rest of th United
States In aiding San Francisco to make
the big show In every way worthy of
the great event in honor of which it is
given. '

All doubt concerning the 1915 fair
In San Francisco having beea removed
by the Senate's vote Saturday, boys
and girls all over the land will now
begin saving pennies and nickels In
preparation for the memorable Jour-
ney they will make when they reach
the age of 18 or 19.

In refusing to sign the repeal of
the whipping-pos- t bill for wife-beat-ers

Governor West said that he owed most
of his success in life to his mother,
his wife and his lady friends. Can it
be that he has thus early forgotten
the public efforts of his genial friend.
Senator Bourne?

With the church people all demand-
ing his recall, the "sports" a unit and
the ealoonmen standing shoulder to
shoulder against him Mayor Fawcett
in seeking under the recall
must place great confidence In his
ability to flirt with the suffragette
vote.

The Portland women who have
China pheasant feathers on their hats
can extend their sympathy to .Mrs.
Robert Mcnges Corwin Hill who la do-

ing three days in the Tombs for
smuggling a sable coat Into America.

Once more The Oregonlan's classi-
fied "ad" columns brought together
separated relatives this time a fathar
In California and a son In Linn County,
Oregon. As haa been remarked here-
tofore by sages. It pays to advertise.

The pure food experts say cakes are
made with rotten eggs. Ice cream Is
adulterated and candy Is made from
poisonous ingredients. What Is the
poor girl to do? She would die on
klaaca. Think of the germs.

The Chinese plague Is slaying 99 per
cent of its victims, and yet the Chinese
refuse to recognise incineration and
sanitation. Nature will work out the
problem in its own way, in seeing that
only the fittest survive.

Those highwaymen who have been
holding op restaurants In Chicago and
Denver are acting on the spur of the
moment before the high cost of living
la reduced by the reciprocity treaty.

With a twelve-stor- y wing on the
Portland Hotel and a mammoth wing
on the Nortonla the bonlfacea of Port-
land evidently Intend to do aome high
flying before 1912.

I The Oregon dairymen will enjoy a
banquet soon at the Commercial Club
rooms. Arrangements are being made
to hav some one respond to the milk
toast.

If th present style In hair prevails
and Spokane carries out her threat tc
elect a suffragette Mayor the execu-
tive head may prove to be false.

It certainly would be a handsome
act for President Taft to send San
Francisco a valentine In the shape of
his signature to the fair bill.

Ninety million Americana
'

on the
latost anniversary Joined in writing
Lincoln's name larger on the pages of
history.

In such weather as this, good roads
make such strong appeal that the Leg-

islature shouldn't hwaltate.

The darkest new of the Mexican
W'ar la coming from Mulato.

vr

DEFENSE Or LOCAL COMMISSION

Be RJcalaad Assert Malarkey Bill
Ilvara Corporation.

PORTLAND. Feb. 12. (To the Edi-
tor.) I wleh to ask for a small space
In The Oregonlan to outline briefly the
reasons why the public service central
committee of Portland. Or, of which
I am chairman, has taken such a de-

cided stand against the Malarkey Sen-

ate bill No. 73.
We enjoyed the privilege of a hear-

ing before the railway committee of
th Senata on January SO. At this
conference It was shown conclusively
that the Malarkey bill had been drawn
very loosely: in fact. Mr. Malarkey
gladly admitted that he was not the
author of the bill. At this meeting
and at other times In my hearing he
haa passed the burden of authorship
to the shoulders of Clyde Aitcheson,
of the State Railway Commission.

I notice that In The Oregonlan's re-

port of the Senate proceeding pub-
lished on February 11 Mr. Malarkey
was quoted as saying that there were
fallacies in the Initiative bill as pro-
posed for the City of Portland. Then
a few general statements were made
criticising this bill, which were so
weak and devoid of argument that I
will not refer to them. I wish to say
further that at our several meetings
with Mr. Malarkey in debate on thia
question he has never successfully
shown any fallacies or weakness in
the Initiative bill, but he haa confessed
directly that his bill, which he is
ashamed to own. Is a Jumble of the
grossest Inconsistencies. So vulnerable
is his act that, in order to get his con
stituents in the Senate to vote for It.
It waa necessary for him to make 43
amendments In his bill. His best
friends and closest colleagues In the
Senate, upon whom every argument
had bsen used and every exchange of
Senatorial courtesy exhausted, refused
to support his measure without this
purging process. This Senate bill No.
73. tut a faint shadow of the Wis-
consin act. Is, I believe, by its own
confession, the loosest and poorest bill
Introduced In the Oregon Legislature
of 1911. Compare It carefully with the
Wisconsin act. from which Its backers
say it was copied, and you will And
that the teeth of the Wisconsin act
are extracted. Who Is It that has dared
openly to defend the Malarkey bill?
Who waa willing to go on record as
favoring It? I have never heard any-
one speak publicly in Its favor except
Mr. Malarkey himself. I have never
read in print about anyone personally
barking his style of act except certain
public service corporations of the City
of Portland. From this I reason that
the mission of this act Is to destroy
the initiative measure which has been
filed wtth the City Auditor of the City
of Portland. Any statement that mu-
nicipal regulation will be a failure is
the height of absurdity. In the first
year of municipal regulation In the City
of New Tork the loss of life by acci-
dent through public service corpora-
tions was reduced 30 per cent. The
reason for this Is the efficiency of a
local commission which is n I ways on
the ground. It Is more than likely that
If Portland now enjoyed the advantages
of a local public service commission
tne terrible accident which happened
Saturday afternoon on the Madison
bridge would never have occurred. One
of the principal objects of the com-
mission, as created by the local meas-
ure. Is to Inspect plants and equipment
and require and compel the use of
safety and appliances.
The local corporations do not desire
this. They wish to do as the Portland
Railway, Light & Power Co. has done
for these many years past with the
streetcar fender of the city: Use their
own pleasure, the safety of the publio
notwithstanding. For this reason Port-
land public service corporations are
boosting the Malarkey bill and oppos-
ing the local measure. "By their fruits
ye shall know them," and by its

Judge a law. The corporations
want a vague and foggy act with its
seat of action far from the heart of
t..elr operations. Why is not the right
of the initiative preserved to the citi-
zens of Portland so that they may en-
act a law to cover their own needs If
Mr. Malarkey'a bill does not provide
the relief required? Is It not true that
tha cities of th United States which
do not enjoy local regulation have not
the right of Initiative by which to ac-
quire It? I say yes. without a chance
of contradiction! The blessings of di-

rect legislation are In the hands of the
e'tizens of Portland. I firmly believe
that whosoever tampers with this safe-
guard of publio rights will have occa-
sion ' to regret his rash act. If this
cry that the whole State of Oregon
needs regulation Is true, why not en-
act a law which places the State of
Oregon under a general commission
but allows cities which need local reg-- v

tlon to handle the question them-
selves? What affair of the state's Is
It If a separate municipality desires to
rule its corporations and pay for such
ruling? Is it not an Injustice to the
rest of the state to expect it to pay
for regulating corporate abuses in
Portland? The initiative act carries
w'th it two ordinances taxing electric
Iisht. power and gas companies 3 per
cent of their gross earnings. This will
easily take care of all expenses of a
local commission.

I believe that on mature and care-
ful consideration the House of Repre-
sentatives will see fit to consign Sen-
ate bill No. 73 tq the scrap heap where
it properly belongs. I believe that
the Legislature of the State of Oregon
will not so far forget Itself as to deny
the right of the initiative to the me-
tropolis of the state.

BEN RIESLAND.

Hard-Surfa-ce District Opposed.
PORTLAND. Feb. 9. (To the Edi-

tor.) In reference to street Improve-
ment it Is proposed to form a district
to hard-surfa- every street from the
"river to East Twentieth, Burnslde to
Hawthorne."

Hard-surfac- e paving Is certainly a
good thing, but In th proposed district
there are a number of macadam streets
yet in good condition, such as East
Stark, Alder, Taylor; also several cross
streets. Arthey all to be torn up and
carted away because the paving com-
panies want a nice fat Job? It Is
usually conceded that they are the
originators of those schemes, and re.
ward their booster solicitors for each
property owner's signature that they
may obtain.

Now there are a number of close In
streets throughout the city that have
never been Improved in the first In-

stance. Would It not be more benefi-
cial as a whole, for the paving boosters
to hunt up tuose scattered unimproved
striets? Of it would not be so
desirable a plum as getting a compact
square mile of near-i- n streets to im-
prove.

There Is an organization that styles
Itself th East Side Business Men's
Club, which Informed the public lately
that it also would boost for the pro-
posed improvement. Would it not be
well for this club to devote its ener-
gies to its own particular line of busi-
ness and let the property-owne- rs at-
tend to theirs, as they are the ones
who will be called upon to foot the
bill?

In th proposed district to be Im-
proved there are still a number of
wooden sidewalks which might well be
exchanged for cement. Otherwise, a
number of the streets ar still In good
condition. A CITIZEN.

Th.uob.tles.
Washington Evening Star.

"Which," asked the court Jester,
"came first, the chicken or the egg?"

"Really," replied the monarch, wear-
ily, "you should know better than to
bring these questions of precedence to
my personal attention. You know that
they are entirely looked after by of-

ficials appointed for that purpose."

LABOR LAW IS NOT THREATENED

Abbott Compensation Bill Held to Be
Progressive Step.

PORTLAND, Feb. li (To the Editor.)
While attending s Congress on
Tuberculosis at Washing-ton- . D. C in
September and October of 1308, I had the
pleasure of several Interviews with Dr.
Meyer, who Is at the head of the hospital
department of the German Workmen's
Association of Berlin. Dr. Meyer in-

formed me that he had the care of 600,000

German workmen. He spoke with enthu-
siasm of the movement and what it is
accomplishing In caring for the disabled
workmen, preventing the suffering of the
families during their incapacitated state,
thereby giving assistance at a time when
they otherwise must have suffered for
the necessities of life. He claims this
movement to be of great value to all
parties concerned. Insuring comfort and
necessities of life to the worklngman and
his family, thus preventing Inroads of
disease which so often follow as a result
of hardships, privations and making of
Germany in the care of her citizenship
the most Justly administered and most
healthful both from the standpoint of
state and peasant of the countries of the
earth.

I am most happy to notice the Abbott
bill No. 254. which is before the Legisla-
ture at the present time, bearing along
somewhat similar lines to the German
law. The object of this bill is to bring
about conditions where the man who
works and Is Injured shall not become
the dependent, but, having contributed
day by day to his own defense while in
health and strength, by the payment cf
three-fourt-hs of 1 per cent of his dally
wage, with the employer devoting IVi per
cent, and the state 1 per cent toward a
fund which will insure hospital accom-
modations, and a stated sum per week
during disability, and a definite and
fixed amount In case of the loss.of wage-earni-

capacity, or death, thereby pro-
vides for his own care and safety and
likewise seeing that the mother and the
babies do not suffer during this unfortu-
nate lapse of his ability to provide for
his dependent family.

After perusing carefully the initiative
bill No. 830 1 am confident that none of
the rights of said bill is In any way In-

validated by the passage of the Abbott
bill, but, on the contrary, it is a step
In advancing and safeguarding the rights
of both the employer and the employed
in avoiding oftentimes unwise and use-le- es

legislation, thereby contributing to
the integrity, happiness and wellbelng
of the citizenship of this great common-
wealth.

It has been truly said that the Integrity
of our country lies In the strength,
health and happiness of her citizenship;
granting that such be the case, what
better movement could be inaugurated
at this time, while the nations of the
civilized world are vlelng with each other
in this great campaign of education and
advancement, to teach the methods of
correct living and prevention of disease
than In this most humane effort to safe-
guard the interests of the boy who works
deep In the mine that we may be warm;
who Imperils his life on the skldway
rolling the logs that we may be properly
housed, or who stands in the driving rain
oftentimes with unsuitable garments to
tamp the tie that we may ride safely
past In our well-equipp- and comfort-
able car?

That the world has been swept by vio-

lent epidemics and many lives have been
lost, by disease and privation, while one
Is sacrificed by the sword Is most true.
And equally true Is the statement that
want, privation. Improper food and living
quarters are largely responsible for the
spread of these epidemics.

We cannot afford to let the bacilli of
discontent, remorse or helplessness ema-
nate from our courthouses consequent
upon the trial of personal injury cases.
The direct effect on society aa a result
of such strife Is as Injurious to the com-

monwealth as the pestilence cf any in-

fectious disease Is to the body politic.
Therefore, as the world is now awaken-
ing to the greatest strugijla for human-
ity and better citizenship that history
has recorded, let us place ourselves side
by side with that great movement in
Germany, which has challenged the ad-

miration of the civilized world, in abol-
ishing strife, in the protection and safe-
guarding of the Interests of both the em-

ployer, employe and the dependent
women and children.

In your issue of February S I noticed
a most masterful plea for the Abbott
bill, and I most heartily Join in the
effort in support of this great humane
measure. Sincerely. E. A. PIERCE.

SEIZURE OF PHEASAAT PLUMAGE

An (Inborn Society Assert Ita Act Are
Based on Evidence.

TrTmva TrtTViTT" TToh 11 'Tn the
Editor.) In a short editorial In The Ore
gonlan I have noted a criuc-Bi- ui mo
, , .. gn.i.tv fnr its recentureguii auuuww" J - '

effort to stop the market demand for
China pheasant-plumag-

e. The statement
is as roiiows:

.t i, Yi. Anriuhon Socleitv is
going too far when it confiscates the
plumage of China pheasants Indiscrimi-
nately."

This statement Is erroneous, because
. i . .. i . . v. .i ctatv Tin. hwTi extremely
careful not to touch plumage indlscrimi- -

. a. Airlrl&nfiai rnri..nately. it nas preur s cy.v....
cerning the plamage that was seized. It
is ready to submit this evidence )n court
whenever the cases come to trial.

There haa been some discussion con- -
i - v. i.w o Hiii if China. Dheasantcerumg lw" " - - -

plumage. Certain statements have ap-

peared in print which are not exactly
. mnv have riven the

Impression that the Audubon Society is
more radical in n Biaim j

n-- - ii. tti....... China nheasants are
IS. Ufl JUIX.i-- o

raised in captivity. A special law passed
at the session of the Legislature two
years ago provides for the rearing and
disposing in the market of birds raised
in captivity. ti aome neonie that the
Audubon Society is going too far against
the use or me piunmaa

t ma v ha armed that, since
ft is permissible to kill these birds one
month in the year or rear them In cap-.v- ..

nimira mav as well be used
for millinery purposes as to be thrown
away or destroyed.

The Oregon Audubon Society has taken
this stand, namely: the facts show that
there has been a growing market de-

mand for the plumage of male pheasants.
That demand has increased until these
birds are being killed, not for their meat,
but for the plumage. In good condition,

the plumage of a single bird, up to last
week, was selling for from 38 to 310 In

the open market. No one can deny that
the China pheasant have been decreas-
ing in number. One cause of decrease

a Tha Annuls this demand iut - - -- -
bon Society has felt that, under the
circumstances. this market demand
should be stopped. We feel the law was
made for this purpose The members
have gone this far and no further. If

have collected are takenthe facts we
Into consideration, we do not feel that
either The Oregonlan or the people of

the state will condemn the members of

President Oregon Audubon Society.

THK ORCHARD COMES IN
BEARING."

wT,en our orchard comes in bearing
And we have the coin galore.

We'll buy a brand new airship
And autoi. three or four:

We'll take a trip to Europe
And buy some steamship docks.

Then "beat if back to Portland
. And buy aome business blockt.

Endow a university.
Euy Jim Hill's railroad line,

And al.o John D.'s Standard Oil
And Clarke's Montana mine!.

Oh this is but a starter:
We'll reaily do much more

When our orchard cornea in bearing.
And we have the coin galore.

SEAN DAXTON. Underwood.

SCRAPS AND JINGLES

BY LEONE CASS BAEK.

It's the woman with the past who
generally has the moat presents.

"Sermons are stones," says someone,
and when

The parson rails and howls and groans
We naturally feel that this goodly man

Is throwing stones.

Quotation from "Romeo and Juliet"
to changes in Seattle and a:

"Oh swear not by the boom, the
inconstant boom."

Motto for the Dental Association:
"Tooth will 5ut."

List of new pupils in a medical col-

lege contains the name of James Do Ath.
Cheerful way of putting it....
Rush-e-b- y, rush-a-b- motor-fien- d man.
Zip "round the corners as fast as you

can.
Scare me and tear me and chortle with

glee.
And hike away quick from gutter and me....

Is the rubber Industry necessarily
whist?

TO SAINT VAL.

I.
First old to swain and his lassie.
You are on your last legs I trow.
Your long gentle reign's now over
Because it is "bad form" to vow.
Nor "de rlgeur" to be Cupid's vassal,
'Awful style" to go courting in verse.

But if the old couplets were Billy,
If a cinch the new ones are wore.

XL

Your darts and hearts and bird-pipin-

Were sweet like a simple caress.
Now we're such cynics and wise guy
Sentiment we never confess.
Tour world was made up of true heart.
With Cupid its dear little god.
Now we've no time for weak nonsense.
We're neurotic slaves of the odd....

My idea of a counter-irrita- nt is that
gently superior drawl. "I'm busy,
madam, will wait on you in a moment."

e

Altruism is boring some people about
some other people.

e e

LIZZIE'S LAMENT.
Say. Gert, you never heard the like!

Look! Tears on my lashes glisten;
I'm scart 'twill make the paint come off,

t,... T ...Ai.irH n nrv rlT listen!DUL A o iiue. '
You know that spell o' cold last week.

Kieel It maae me quiver
I wore my cat furs and old suit.

My! but I did shiver.
But my sorrer can't be told, Gert.

. i. to'b mo Pint T must bear it.V.1U21ICU. " - -
Now I've got a grand swell pony coat

It s so aurnea nut x t...
Wanted Someone to second the motion

that all verdicts of divorce or separation
be reported In the papers under the or-

dinary business heading Partnerships
Dissolved.

e

All problem and no play makes drama
a dull Joy. , . .

The average woman's ldpa of untidi-
ness is the way some other woman does
her hair.

One year ago, my gentle Clare,
For you I wrote a verse or so.

In which I sung your virtue rar.
One wee Bhort year ago.

And while your nature, dear I trow
Has sweetness brimming o'er to spare

And faults were charms; I also know
. , j an lnj.nmnltltATlfiSS there
X llfuiiu on ...v...., -

To comprehend this I was slow.
Just what was needed I declare .

make perfect. Now I knowlTo you... . . j I J ..rtf w.arA hoboie BKin you uiv u "
One wee, short year ago.

e

Miss Calamity the
clever and talented, etc., authoress ot

Kalama, writes to say that she Is
concocting some"busily engr,-cd- " in

verses, "Spring Comes," a companion
piece to her other spasm. Autumn
Leaves.

Half a Century Ago

February 13. 1S81.
From The Oregonlan,
There has been 'a gradual and Hys-

tericus disappearance of chickens f rom

the neighborhood. One day the murder
that a Pce ofcame out. It appears

meat may be attached to a hook with
a string reaching into the house and
when the "doomed" chicken nibbles the
meat he is instantly "hooked." Now a

wandering in the vicinitysmall dog.
down the meat andone day, gobbled attempted towhen the chicken-hooker- s

haul him in he set up such an
yelling that the entire Popula-

tion of women and small boys within
hearing hastened to the spot. The
game was up and the dog was released.

. flnrail) of this city,
who has been extensively engaged in
the dry gooas duiu.
has failed.

correspondent writing from Walla
A

Walla under date of February 3 gives
us the following statistics ot that por-

tion of the country: The population of
la about BOO SOUls,

n all. n an.
and of the valley 1800400 of whom
are in Oregon, mere ar

R whisky and two shoe
w...v.o two... waaron. onesnops, oiio U n Lt. i - -

tailor and two barber shops and two
livery stables.

, ti,. a man named Austin
Daniel Is missing from the neighbor-- .

j . . iK.nv n attempt to rob a
mnr, nnmed Carter was made In the
same vicinity about a week ago. A

.
Mr. Miller was aiso nrcu
caped without Injury. Crime appears to
be rife in thejt portion of the state.

Tne Times of yesterday contains an
article which, as we take it means

. finlf Statesabout as iuuvwb. x

secede, California and Oregon are en-titl-

to leave the Union also. That
Carolina rebels we have ais If South

to ao tne same, u
v... ni.ir ha a right to take

.DUUID. . .
ucw. . jt

" irm. hln .ahlrt. ...
Il 18 DOOIS "'w
We teU the Times and all concerned
that In the alternative of a Pacific Re-

public or adherence of the Union the
National Democrats and Republicans
wUl stand as one man for Union and
those who propose to go out will find
themselves compelled to stay in.

youngest er.

Baltimore Sun.
North Carolina has the youngest f'ond-fatb- er

in the country, and now comes to
The front with the youngest great-gran- d-

mIneeis Mrs. Addie Ward, of Mecklen-
burg Countv, and was years old in
December. Her daughter is Mrs. A. J.
Lawing, 32 years old, the grandmother;
her granddaughter is Mrs. W. A. Adams,
16 years old, the mother of the

Beulah Adams, 9 months
old.

The First Cause.
Washington Evening Star.

"J, eir," remarked the Indignant citi-
zen, "am a taxpayer."

"Well," replied the political boss,
"you have me to thank. You wonldn't
be nearly as much of a taxpayer as you
are excepting for my efforts."


