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BALANTUE OF POWER IN ETROPE
Captaln Mehan speaks with author-
aboul Lthe paval affalrs of the
orid, but it is not conceded by every-
Wy that he understands land ormies
ilfe 80 thoroughly as he doea ships,
t his articls for the London Dally
%ll. which the Boston Evening
fanseript has reprinted far the
merican publie, his estimate of the
Intive sirength and importance of
¢ Eurcopean military forces appearn
mewhat Jacking in that sound judg-
ant which one always expects when
¢ fiiscrisacs navies, Bince the article
ia written 15 rouse the British publie
A sanse af its needs in the matter
buliding wamhips, Captain Mahan
Y have armanged his facts n little
suit his iImmediate purpose Al
ny rale hia estimatle of the European
iliinry forces leaves a good deal Lo
o desirad In accarpcy. He amsumes
5 the bagls of his peasoning that the
ripls Alllance of Germany, Austria
nd Naly Is a permanent grouping of
e powers of Central Europe. Russia
nd France are to act In harmony in
e future, as they have for the last
ceer, years, while England is to stand
iiated, ready to take o hand In af-
tra wherever she aces her interest.
Undar this arrangement of the
owers the German army makes the
riple Alllance predominant on the
hnd Captain Mahan believes that
iussia was »0 much weakenad by the
apaness war that she does not count
T much at presant, while he Inclines
0 depreciate the French army also.
ustria, he thinks Is 30 closely united
s North Germany by race and Inter-
st that she will not think of breaking
ff the present alllance. Of Italy he
ays nothing specific, but the assump-
flom Is that the kingdom will hal
ast to the triple arrangement.
ho key to the European situation 1is
m the hands of England because of
ar predominant naval power. Ger-
any really dependa upon her newly-
roatad seagoing commerce for sub-
Stence in time of war. Engisnd cun
ttle up this commerce pretly effoc-
uaily. A victorious fleet stationed at
he Bkagsmack channel, whose parrow
vaters separate Denmark from Scan-
linavia, would close the Baltic An-
ther st Glbraltar svould makae the
editerranean impracticabls even If
ke Triple Alllance had ports at
riesta and elsewhere on the Adriatic,
hich, as everybody knows, Austria
s peoking, FPerhaps a few more ves-
wis would be needed to guard the
anal the Germans have Inconvenient-

¥y dug scross the neck of Denmark, |

ul the theory Is wvery attractive in
plta of some lttle difficulties,
omes to this, that England could
tarve Germany out. But In order to
ake sure of doing it she must hurry
p with psw Dreadnoughts, since, un-
ppily, the Kalser has mastered the
ecret of bullding them with porten-
ous speed. .
To many students of international
flulrs this reasoning will appear fan-
astic for ssveral reasons. Hussia,
or one thing, is not nearly so negligi-
e na Captain Mahan seema to think.
t s doubitful whether her casentinl
sllitary strength wes !mpaired at all
¥y the Japanese War In the Far
Sast her situation has bean falrly well
trieved, as America knowa 1o her
ammercial cost. In Persia, Russia
ceps up & friendly rivalry with Eng-
nd which may at any time change
o something aharper.
an"s opinjon that the Triple Alllance
the only power which can opernte
ffectively In Perwia looks extremely
Tublous Rusiin s on the ground
ith battallona whose number nobody
ally knows much about, while her
ortress=a, scatliered through Centrnl
sls. give her a tremendous advan-
hage In any contest Of course the
Mtary powar of Frunce Is prob-
bematic. Her reorganized army
ot known & genuine trial of strength
nd afficiency since 1870, but no wise
besrver will depreciate It The
IFrench are nt heart a more milltary
ipecpla than the Germans For cet-
firiss thelr armies have been the best
fiters 'n Europe, and it Is unsafe

& believe that their inbarn facully
! permanently declined. It ia ten-
Sle to hold that France and Russin
in ecombipation wouid outmatch the
riple Alllance even If that entents
s lkely to continue unimpaired.
aptaln Mahan probably errs In his
spigion that the compact situation of
ha German natibne and Ttaly In the
haart of Byrope givea them an sd-
vantage not to be overcome. The po-
tion of Ruesia on one fMank with

Prence on the other would be highly |

desirahle In many contingencios.
Prederick the Great found It pretiy
nearly fatal even with his supreme
military genins to heip him out. A
Central European alliance far
campact than the present triple en-
tonte wnx easily peaetrated
henred o fragments by Gustavus
Adolphas entering from the north,
But there I littla likelihond that the
Triple Alllance will endure much
longer, Now, as in the sixteenth cen-
wmiry. the Northern powers Are more
of & menace than a help to ltaly. Her

Adriatle. OGermany can obtain a port
on the south only at the expense of
Ttaly and by the sobjugation of two
or three milllens of determined Iiai-
faps who have become dentzens of the
eastern shore. As these conditions
it Is extremely lkely that

forsake. the Triple Alllance
resume her more natural connec-

“France and England.
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certain that Captain Mahan's argu-
ment for bullding British Dread-
noughts will need some revision be-
fore long. The Dreadnoughts are de-
sirable, we dars say, dbut some other
reasoning will have to be invented to
convince the taxpayers of it,

—  —

MR MANLEY, CONSERVATIONIST.

True conservalion has won a victory
in Hurpey County. Mr. Willluym Han-
ley will not ba presecuted by allen
theorists of fulse conservation {or his
progressive endeavors there.

Mr. Hanley undertook to dig a diteh
that would mike & large area of land
productive, He needed fuel for his
machinery. He cut from s neighbor-
ing mouptaln top ascrul Junlpers,
worthless for apny other use. Thepe
“trees” were not timber: they served
no govod purpose where (hey grow.
Stein's Mountaln, thelr habitat, was
not even beantified by them and
scarcely shaded.

Along came sieuth “agents” of the
Government. They “caught’” Mr. Han-
ley In the act of *“stealing timber™
from the public domain. It did not
matter to these agents that Mr. Han-
ley was performing valuable service
for uplift of Harney County—{ar more
valyable than all the Finchots and the
Garflelds put together. They had him
indicted, They threatened him with
fine and even prisaon.

Now, after a year's interval, the In-
dictment s dismissed. Hamey County
has baen deprived of this development
projecl. WhyT In order thait gver-
busy faclotums of conservation bu-
reaus might make a showing to their
non-resident superiors 3000 miles
away, This s one sumple of official
tyranny, out of many. Is it any won-
der that people of the West are de-
manding home-rule comservation and
cllmination of alien bureaucrata?

THE DEMOCRATIC PFROSLEM.

If President Taft were more of &
politiclan and less of a great execu-
tive, he might not bhe so obviously dis.
turbed over the probable fallure of
his legisgintive programme at the pres-
ent ahort session of Congrosa. The
winning campalgn Is almost Invari-
abhly conducted on a platform of
promiss and not of achlevement. The
couttry Is mucrh more ecasily interest-
ed and aroused by the denunclatory
phillpples that ‘“*view with alarm™ and
alwass observes with undisturbed
complacency the glowing resclutions
that “point with pride.”

The Taft Administration was at its
loweat abbd In popular favor last year
following the adjournment of Con-
gTesas with iis remarkable record of
party pledges redeemed. Tha publie
is never so much interested In the
things an Adminlstiration has done gs
the things it Ia golng to do.

Prealdent Taft may get through at
the short session hig pet project of o
tariff commission, and that !s about
exoept the appropriation bills
and probably the Panama Canal
leginlation.

The President sppears, in urging
his nonpartisan investigation and do-
termination of tariff probilems, to be
inspired by an altrulstie purpose to
make 1t easy for all concerned. The
Republicans know from unhappy ex-
parience that any tariff bill is ruin.
ous to the dominant party: and the
Democrats ought to know it. Per-
haps they do, though Joe Bailey, and
Champ Clark, and Colonel Harvey
and all the other tariff cooks are
the legislative
broth for the next Congress.

The shrewder Democrats, however,
have joined with the Republicans In
getting behind the tariff board proj-
ect. They would gladly shift the bur-
den. 'The Republicans are just now
for any solution of the tariff discus-
slon that will relieve them of some
of the blame for the dlanstrous Payne-
Aldrich act. Some of them would like
to se¢ the Democratic party wreck
itsglf In fruitiess wrangling over ths
subject, but for the invitable disturb-
ance to business

After Congress sdjourns, it will be
President Taft's turn to pursue a pol-
loy legisiutive rest, negation and
gilence. He will be laft freég to carry
out his great plans of administrative
reform and departmental ecconomy.
He need not worry about the future.
It will do him no good. It will soon
be the Democracy's turn to wilk the
floor.

of

A COUNTY DIVISION BILL

Oregon now has no definitely pre-
sortbed method by which new coun-
ties may be created., Able lawyers
construe a provision of the constitu-
tion to mean that the Legisiature shall
not create new counties, and while it
might be held by the courts that a
means of setiing up a new county

government has been granted to the|

people of the territory affected, the
law Is too indefinite to be relled upon,

Consldering Oregon’s mapid growth
in population, clearly it will be expe-
dient In the near future to divide some

ing In population If the time is' not
already at hand.

The Eggleston bill submitted In the
House at Salem is designed Lo provide
& falr method for such division. The
procedure In general as given therein
t= slmilar to that prescribed in the
inltiative bill defeated In the recent
sloction, but some features of the de-
fonted bIIl have bean made much less
objectionable.

In the initiative measurd, for exam-
ple. 30 per cent of the voters of &
proposed new county could start a di-
vislon movement by signing a petition.
In the Eggleston bill 50 per cent Is
reguired. In the [nitiative moasure
a majority of those voting in the pro-
posed new county wihs sufficlent to
approve the divislon. In the Eggleston
bill 7§ per cent must vote Iin the
affirmutive,

The ipitintive biI, ales, was made
applicalbe to the Incorporation of new
citien, towns and other municipal di-
vislone. The Eggleston bill applies
oaly to formation of new counties

These nre practically the sole vari-
snces fram the defeated measure. The
plan of referring the petition for fop-
mation of & new county to a disinter-
estod commission s retalned, as s
also the method of dividing county
property in the event the new county
is created.

An objection might be made to ths
bill because of omisslon of minimum
limitations on area and population to
be included in new counties. The eon-
stitution now forblds the creation of a

ute, the Eggleston bll would per-
mit approximately 180 voters residing
in & district twanty miles square to

go before a disinterested commission
with plenary power to reject It, so the
omission ls not really a serjous one.

It ought to be conceded, wa think,
that If 75 per cent of the voters In &
populous arer of properiy deflned pro-
portions wish to form & new county
they should be permitted to do go. By
properly defined wo mean ons Whose
segregution would not work a4 hard-
ship on the parent gounty or on the
taxpayera ar commercinl conditions of
the new gounty.

1

The proposed bill ought to produce |
such resulls, and It prescribes perhaps |

s fensible a method for county di-
vislgn as could be dovised aside from
& constitutional amendment rostoring
to the Leglslature the power to are-
ate new copuntios.

==

A WRECK WITH PORTUNATE OUTCOME.

The wreck of the steamship Cot-
tage City near Cape Mudge, on the
“inside passage” to Alaska ls another
of those ‘*‘fortunate disasters” which
are fully as numerous as the kind that
leave In thelr wake lifelong misery
and suffering for the friends and rela-
tives of the missing passengers. The
Cottage Clity wag old and tender. She
was bullt of wood more than twoenty-
five years ngo, nnd,

her usefulness on the Atlantie,

. sept mround to the Pacifte to snd her

days.

Better seamanship or better weather
onabled the Cottage City to get safely
past Cape Hatterns, where the wooden
steamahip Kentucky was shaken 10
pleces while en romte to the Pacific
last year, and for nearly =a
years ghe has heen tempting fate on
the Alnska route. There Is, of course,
& strong probabllity that a stanch steeal
vessel driven on the rocks as the Cet-
tage City was driven on them might
have met the same fate, but
hardly probable that any modern-bullt
vessel properly provided with-collision
hulkheads would have hecome A hope-
less wreck In so short a tima na
alapsed between the striking of the
vessel and her abandonment.

This wreck was “fortunate’ in mors
than one way. Not only avere all of

the passengers and crew safely landed, |

but thers has been removed from the
list of Pacifie Coast craft another an-
clent vessel that might at any tUme
have ended har career in a storm or
on a rockbound coast where the pas-
sengors could not have reached shore.
Parfodically the Paclfic Coasters are
thrilled with horror and indignation
when some anclent craft goes to the
bottam with a number of passongers.
but the good resolutions made at the
Coroner's Inquest or the officlal Inquiry
are soon forgotten and the tender tubs
of a bygone age still churn thelr way
over various routes between Panama
and Alaska.

Lt us hops that the slimination of
the rest of these marine rellcs will be
accomplished with no greater loss of
life *than that attending the Cottage
City when she "iald her bones with
Davy Jones'

SHORT WEIGHT,

“Net weight” ia to be revived in the
Oregon Legislature. It means that
food packages shall be truly labeled
as to guality and weight of content
That would make sale of short-welght
packages unlawful. Manufaoturers
and jobhetrs would be forbldden to
“ghave” 18 ounnces and call it a pound.

Four years ago an attempt was
made for such a law in the Oregon
Legislature, Wholesalers and jobbers
resisted, on the ground that outside
gooda would be free from such re-
quirements and would drive home
products out of the market.

Thers ought to be & way to protect
buyera from short-welght fraud. Dis-
honest goods, it would seem, ought
not to compete successfully, for favor
of the buyer, with honest goods, when
the Iatter are full value in obedience
to Inw.

The Capitol svill bs swarmed with
lobbyists hent on convincing the Leg-
fslature that Oregon manufacturers
and jobbers must sell dishonest pack-
ages, in order to compets with wicked
rivals In other states beyond the reach
of Oregon law,

PROPOSED CHANGES IN SCHOOL MAN-
AGEMENT.

The Civie Council of this city has
caused to be prepared and presented
& bill providing for radical changes in
the management of the affairs of
School District No. 1, both in an edu-
cational and financial sense. These
proposed changes do mot appear to be
entirely in the Intereat of clvic virtuse
and civie duty., While the Intent of
thas bill may be good, it is ilkely to be
mischievous In operation. Clearly
nothing can be galned by casting re-
flections upon the honesty and com-
petency of the reputable citizens who
comprise the present Board of Edu-
ecation, and who have without excep-
tion given much valuable time and
much earnest, unselfish effort to the
work of the schools.

The cost of our public schools is
necessarily large., If It has outran
prudence, the taxpayers of the district
and not the Board of Directors are
to blame Witness the pressure that
has heen brought to bear upon the
Board for the construction of the Lin-
coln High Schoal building, almost
doubling the cost of that structure.
Witness the Indorsement of the de-
liberate and careful readjustment of
the teachers' salary scale.

That the system wheredy the Board
of Education Is chosen and endowed
with authority ia the “village system”
s freely scknowledged; that Portland
has outgrown the village era and is
ontitled to & revision of its wachool
management to meet the requirements
of its growth Is also conceded, But
the apirit in which this subject hns
been approached by memberas of the
Civie Counc'l {s not one of falrness
and impersonality. It is, rather, of
revolutionary purpose.

While some of the changes proposed
by the bill might be benefigial. as
elted by Judge Northup in an opin-
fon given upon the subject, & majority
of them would he detrimental. It is
certalnly not wiss to endow newly-
created school offfcials with ~asute-
cratic powers and high sounding titles
as this bill proposes. The sahsolute
will that scorns to give & reason for
its dictates has no place In education-
&l affairs. The interests involved are
too complicated, und depend too much
upon conditions and circumstances to
be subjected to the rule of absolutism.,
One of the strongest points that has
been mads in the interest of justice
and efficlency in criticlsm of school
management In, the past is that it
works In the interest ntuvorlth: a:!l:

after outliving |
wns |

it in |

| them.,

ment of the schools as proposed by
the pending bill, since the bill would
virtually lodge =all power over the
schools ta the minutest details In the
hands of the Buperintendent of Publie
Instruction and the Commissioner nI|
School BuHdings.

Washington advices Indicate that |
the nefarloys ship subsidy bill has met |
the fate of Its predecessors, Thins [
encournging for an American mer-
chant marine, After the men who are
no persistently seeking a subsidy are
made, by ropested drubbings, to un-
derstand that the American people
will not stand for a subsidy bill, they
will be willing to undertake the mat-
ter of providing a merchant marine by
the same guccessful methods uged in
other countries. It will be slow wark
bullding up & merchant marine In thls
country §o long ag the epportunity for
capital i= #0 much better on land, As
a beginning, howaver, we might repeal
our present absurd navigation Iaws
and permit American citizsens to buyy
ships as cheap as foreigners can buy
With this for a beginning, we
would In @due season peach the paint
whera our shipbullding trusts would

| bulld a ship for an American at as low

(]

dozen ;

| provements

! in the later days of the Civil- " War.

a rate proportionately as they are now
charging for battleahips for foreigners. |
—_—————— ——_———

Denth has lovied heavy teoll in the
ranks of the birdmen, hut the im-
in their machines oon-
tinye, There is good reason for he-
Heving that eventually acrial naviga-
tlon will becoma as safe as other
menns of traveling. A French aviatoer
has succeeded in making a flight with
six passengers accompanying him.
Thursday at San Diego Glenn H. Cur-
tiss demonstrated that it was possible
to alight In the water and rise thare-
from in ap aeroplane, thus making
the machina of great value to the
pavy. Fiying is & new art. but rapid
progress has been made, and as the
novelty of witnesalng the exhibitions
of the men wha are now running the
guma wears off, maore attention will be
given the practical side of the busi-
ness. The asroplane s destined to be-
come something more than a vehlola
for amusement, and from this time
forward improvements will be in the
direction of utillty.

“The time has come,” declares State
Supereintendent of Hduecation Alder-
man, "when we must expend some-
thing besides money in schopls." Ref-
erence is here made chiefly to the
rural schools. Otherwise many falth-
rul teachers in our city schools would,

! if asked for an expreasion of opinion,

say as with one voice, “that time has
long been here. We have given our
¢ime, our strength, our earnpest, gon-
selentious endeavor to the schools for
jo (hese many yoars. There are few '
nf us, Indeed, whose efforts are not
biossoming In Intelligent, capahle
womanhood In myriads of homes and
in earnest, competent manheod in the
broad flsld of cltizenship.” This, it
may be added, is practically all that
& multitude of faithful teachers have
to show for fifteen, twenty or thirty |
years of strenuous endeavor In thelr
vocation, Naturally and properly they
are jealous of this possesslon,
|

The announcement of the demth of
Jacob Stitzel at his home in Colville
Wash., will recall to relatively few of
otir citlzens the time when his
nams was Influentinl in the poli-
tica of Multnomah County. That was
1t
{s recalled that he was Sheriff of
sultnomah County when President
Linceln was assassinated, and prior to
this lived on & homestead in Clacka-
mas County a few miles from Needy,
where the log cabin in which he =et-
tlod when first married, was a lowly
landmark of *ploneer strivings for
many vears. That time is as remote
from this as is any Ukeness in the pic-
tured face of Jacob Stitzel that print-
od In conjunction with the notice of
his passing to that reproduced by
memory of the young man who was
known in the early annals of Mult-
nomah and Clackamns Counties.

- Dr., B. N. Hutchinson, of the Bu-
reny of Animal Industry, has made a
remarkable discovery. It is that of
a dalry barn, the oleanest and best-
Kept of any he ever Inspected, and a
dairy herd, well kept and free from
tuberculosis, while the ensiiage being
used was the finest he had ever seen.
Strange to say, this perfection in dairy
ejuipment was found in connection
with a Government Institution—
namely, the Indian Industrial School
at Chemawa. He found the herd of
inferior breed, however, and will rec-
ommend that it he replaced by better
stock, Let us hope that this recom-
mendation will be favorably consid-
ered, sinee clearly these Indlan farm-
ers and dalrymen are entitied to the
emcouragement that a better inttinl
equipment will offer,

The signal 8. 0. 8" is reducing
hazard of the sea so often of Iate that
apparatus for sanding it |s now an es-
sentia]l equipment of ocean-going ves-
sels. The steamer Cottage City flashed
the word of its sinking last Thursday
off Cape Mudge, B. C,, and told of the
Ufeboat refuge for safety of possen-
gera snd crew., Ths steamer Queen,
with fire In the hold, sent ashore word
of ita dunger and was shortly rescued
by a fire-fighting force from San Fran-
clsco, Thess examples of rescue are
quite frequent nowadays—In fact, 1t
is getting to be a rarity when a pas-
senger ship does not speak the shore
or a neighboring vessel when in dis-
tress or danger.

The Weyerhasuser Company Dpays
nearly $100,000 taxes in one Washing-
ton county. It pays early and gels
the disgount. That is one way a rich
concern gots richer. “Poor Richard”
sajd the dolinrs took care of them-
selves, just keep an eye on the pennies.
Impecunious Dick probably adapted
the saying from & remark of a pre-
historic Greek. Its truth Is mighty
in all centuries and countries

———

The Vancouver squad of vagrant
woodcutters pile up cordwood at the
rate of less than half a cord a day per
man. This fully justifies the cofficial
complaint that “they just keep mov-
ing.” Perhaps thelr motives might be
accelerated by paving them & little
something. Possibly they would cut
s0 much more wood that the city
would gain by it

Monument people holding conven-
tion here say the high cost of living
has not affected thelr business. * Like
the undertakers the tombstons man
is & joker. It ia the high cost of dying

s aboutl the samg amounpl as the owner

| wharf, should pay s much as the own-
jers of these?

'a couple of lota on which to bulld a

! & vory poor employe, whom he no doubt

Lo life In only afew cases.
| actions are based mora on speculation

 Would mnot force

| endeavor and those who have Jived un-

SINGLE TAX ADVOCATE REPLIES.

Questions Asked by G. B, Tucker Taken
Up by My, Himes,

PORTLAND, Jan. 26.—(To the Edit-
or)—May I reply {n The Oregonlan to
some of the guestions Mr. G, B. Tueker
has put up to me in the issue of Jan-
uary 14,

He asks: Does Mr, Himes mean that
vacunt land adjolning lund on which
stands & skyscraper should be taxed

of the skyscraper pays? That the
owner of land beside a miil, factory or

The owner of these va-
cant sites are holders of natural oppor-
tunities of relative values®to theo sites
whose owners by legitimate and honest
enterprise improved their land and are
performing useful service 1o soclety,
and thereby are creating double value
in those vacint sitem held out of use
by thelr owners for specuolation, wha
now collect those values, created by
thelr more Industrious neighbora, in
higher prices when sale Is made, Why
should we fing men for performing use-
ful service and tax them higher the
more they add to thelr Improvements
or employ more isbor, If owners would
use thelr land instead of holding It
far speculation they would be mors use-
ful citizens and could well afford 1o
pay the natural tex upon the natural
opportunities they absorb to the exclu-
#lon of usefal Industry.

Mr. Tucker asks f[urther: Would an
employe fry to save enough to pay for

home, pay the same as hls employar
who has & fine home near by pays for
the sampe pumber of lots under his im-
provements? When a question of free-
dom mnd justice i to be sattied the
employer and employed should stand
equal befors the bar of soclel justice.
They should each have the same right
In the natural creatlion. Mr., Tucker no
doubt intends to plcture in this ques-
tion & wealthy empioyer having a fine
home in & seloct distriet of the elty and

has {nduced to buy of him a coupls of
fine lots in the sams district, on whieh,
some time in the futurs, heo hopes to
bulld & home, when the mortgage on
the jot is pald. This ploture s trus
Such trans-

than on expectations of bulldipg a home
In such a district by men of this class]
83 poor men, as a rule, do pot act so
foolishly. The vacant lols may or may
not offer tha same Inducements for a
home site, but they have & realative
value to the site improved. Therefore
they should pey taxes according to that
valuse,

Agaln, Mr, Tucker asks: Would wea
try to forea the bullding of improve-
ments to make land pay regardliess of
the fipancial condition of owners or
whether the Improvements could he
made to pay In competilion with prop-
erty already bullt? The single tax
men to do anything,
It Is a step wward fresdom of oppor-
tunity and would encourage building
of all kinds of business and Improve-
ments hecause It paid to do sp. The de-
mands of a really free people are prac-
tieally uniimited ,and well directed in-
dugtry would always pay. There are
practically no idlera under such condi-
tlona as has been proven. Opportuni-
tles are opened in all lines of useful

der conditions of forced |dleness, or
worse, elther unchecked profligacy or
abject poverty, as the result of former
soclal conditions, are insplred with a
desgire to hecome usaful clifzens. The
result ls, real progress, healthy activ-
fty, greater demand for the better
things and comforts of life. Capital is
freely invested In the useful Industries,
repreasion ceases 10 be the order and a
natural order ensues full of hope and
encouragement to the weakest, es well
as to the strong.

Again, he asks: Would we force heavy
toll from ownera of franchizses before
the use of such franchises could be
made to pay In competition with prop-
erties already bullt? Not at all. The
wvalue of & franchise {8 a land valus and
Is mensured by the poclal demand or
inducement for Its use. Thoza who
use It can afford to pay toil according
to its usea wvalues, which may bhe very
little nt first, but Ipcrease as demand
Inereases. Those who obtain a franch-
i#a and hold it without using may bo-
coma & menace to 2ocial progresa there-
by, and could he forced to use It or let
others do so by taxing the franchipe
at Its full value. This, of course, would
digcourags monopoly for speculativae
purpesea only.

Agnin: Would capltalists loan money
on Improvements and enterprira= thus
sltuated? Capital would not In my estl-
mation wish to loan money for the pur-
pose of helping anyone to monopolise
natural opportunities; nelther wouyld
any wish to borrow for this purpose,
or Invest Wwhat they might have for
such purposes, and this 1s one of the
vary best resulis for such a system,
for capital would be left free to invest
in useéful induastrial enterprises for
which there would be a very attractive
demand. "

Again: Who owns these worthless
lands that should not he taxed beciuse
they are in private hands? Bpeculators?
There are many thousand acres of land
in private hands in Oregon too poor to
yield a falr return foy Inbor expended,
or too remote from population at pres-
ent to be put to profitable use, only a
small portion of this !s belng worked
because the clty offers betier wagea
Much of this land !s held by foreign
land spaculators who have pald but
yery Httle for the title, and are hold-
ing It for large returns when Industry
shall have opened up Its opportunities,
I could furnish a long lst of foralgn
land owners who hold many milions
acree of land In pur country to the deirl-
ment of our people, but time and space
will not permit. These men may find it
more profitable to use thelr money for
development than to hold It idle under
the singis tax,

Agaln he quotes: The agricultural
class will have nothing to fear, under
the single tax the furmer will be re-
Hoved, ete. He sayws, If the values are
not high in ths country, how about
land selling from one hundred to one
thousand dollars an scre? Land im-
proved by clearing the stumps, bullding
houges, barns and fences, planting fine
orchards of prunes, applea, berries, ete,
and brought to a high stats of develop-
ment by the industry of the farmer i»
bringing high prices because of these
facts, and unimpreved iand near by
held by speculators is sharing in these
benefits, while the owner may lve In
New York or London and does nothing
towards this development, but holds on
for his price while the working farmer
pays the taxes now levied mostly on
his improvements. Under the single tax
all these improvements will be exempt,
only wild land values will be consid-
ared, We will then have the !dle acres
improved, Oregon will then atiract
workers and capltal instead of idlers
and speculators: We are now develop-
ing thugs and joy-riders, we will then
develop useful citizens.

1 deny that nearly every one is busy
and contented, and even Mr. Tucker
muit know that he was in error when
he made this statament.

ALANSON M. HIMES,

Rights of Creditors.

FORTLAND, Jan. 2T.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Can the creditors of & man who
has falled In business put a lien on or
attach property that is in hls wife's
name and which also has & morigage
agninst 1L7 A READER.

No, unless the indebtedness of the
ann- was incurred for family necessi-

ch.

Enough to Give 'Em %Sore Eves.
in Maine are not
syes yel

Those
through

iz

A = =
| -

b

) Sixty«
qg‘hl.lm.ta.mﬂm to
. C el

: od

TREATMENT OF INSANE PATIENTS.

Ellmiuntion of Madhouse Semblanee at
Hospltal Commended.

SALEM Or, Jan 26.—=(To the Edi-
tor,)—8o mueh eriticlsm and censure of
Dr. Steiner's management of the state
Ingana asylum {8 belng published It
would. seem but falr and somewhat In-
cumbent upon some onhe in touch with
the rvesl conditlon of affalrs to explaln
somn of the ldeals and necessitles of un
institution of this character. It will be
ndmitted by all that bulldings for the
lngane should he flreprogf; that they
should be constructed wih a view of
permanency, ecenomy of upkeep, and
adaptabllily to the carrying out of
modern lings of treatment of the in-
sane, Now, what is essential in the
proper cmre and treatment of the iIn-
sane? Briefly stated, the situstion in
this: BEvery large styute ansylum has
within its walls the mecumulation .r\f
years, 8 host of more or less demented
persons for whom custodial care, the
creature comforts, employment and
pmusement {s the best that cap be pro-
vided or accomplished.

In eddition to this class of patients
therg ars the recent patients, the acute
Ineane—thoera were 10068 pew patients
recelved [n the asylum during the past
two years; these requireg special treat-
ment, 35 to 40 per cent can be cured
If properly managed, and, If one will
consider for a moment the conditions
under which most insane persens are
adjudged insane and enter the asyium,
he cannot but
vantage of a modern recelving
tul llke the gne bullt by Dr.
thet has been the subject of so much of
the eepsure that he has receivad.

Take, for Instance, the ordinnry cpsa
of insanity—the father or mother, the
brother or sister, the son or daughter
of some family of this state—niled
with morbld susplcions, complaint and
commitment carried through largely
without the {nsane person’s knowladge,
the patient s, from his or her view-
point, spirited away from her home and
deprived of libarty, Now, undér these
unfavorable conditions tha Institu-
tienal treatment begins. Nothing can
ke of more importance than a favor-
able first Impression. If an Individual
finds himself In a woll-equipped hos-
pital, where every semblance of a jall

hoapi-

Hteiner

or madhouse |s sliminated he will be |

helped to realize that he la szick mnd
in need of treatment and have hls mor-
bld suspielons allayed by kindiy at-
tention. Is Dr. Stelner to bhe con-
demned for attempting te build such a
hoapital, er, is ha mot rather to be
commended for having the courage of
hiz convigtions in attempting to llve
up to his ldeals In the care of these un.
fortunate individuals?
L. . GRIFFITH,

NEUTRALITY OF THE SUEZ CANAL.
No Analogy Between the Shination
There and at Pannma.
Philadeiphla Inquirer.

The statement of reasons why the
Panama Canal should be neutralized
and not fortifled, which haa Just been
promulgated under the signutures of
Richard Olney, Henry Wade Rogers
and other mora or less distinguished
persons, containe the assertion that
“though the Suez Canal was bullt with
English money England agreed o s

neutralization.”

This is an astonishing misrepresen-
tation of the facte So far from its
belng true that the Suex Canal was
built with Epglish money, it was bullt
in splte of the most strenuous English
opposition. In London the great finan-
ciers were so firmly cenvinced of the
tmpracticability of the projeet that thay
contemptucusly refused to have any-
thing to do with It, while the Hritish
govarnment of that day pursued a pol-
foy of paseive but troublesome obstruc-
tfon, Palmerston was premier at the
time when De Lesseps was struggling
to launeh his great undertaking. and
he took no pains to conceal his dishe-
lief in the possibility of Its success,

It is to France that the credit for the
gonstrustion of the canal belongs. De
Lesseps managed to interest the Em-
press Eugenie, with whom he wis a
personal favorite, in his plans and sha
ponsentad to bring them to the atton-
tion of the Emperor, She did so, with
the result that the engineer obtained
the political support of the French
government, and ths nevessary conces-
slon from BSald Pasgha, the Khediva of
Egypt, was obtained. When the ounal
ecompany wes organized, by far tha
Jarger pirt of its stock was subscribed
for by French investors, and [1 was not
until years after, not untjl 1§75, when
Disraell, acting on the advice of Frod-
erick Greenwoopd, the well-known Jour-
nallst, who dled not long ago, bought
for gsome §20,000,000 the big block of
stoek which had been allotted to Khe-
dive Ismall Pasha that England ao-
quired any interest in the Buecz water-
way, It ts belleved that even now the
French holdings are substantially pre-
deminant.

There is no analogy whatevar be-
tween the Suez situation and the situ-
ation presentad at Panama, and the clr-
cumstance that the Suez Canal was
peutralized constitutes no reason at ail
why, & like policy should be pursued in
the ' Intter case, It ls obvicus that is
regards Buez thers was really nothing
e¢lse to be done., As the canal there
traverses territory which Is under the
suserainty of the Sultan of Tarkey, it
would logleslly be subject to Turkizh
control, but that, of course, was quite
out of the gquestion. That it should be
administered by Egypt was sven mare
{mpracticable, and naither France nor
England oould be expectad to Rgree
that she other should bs supreme In ita
mardagement. On the other hand, the
Panama Canal lles whelly within the
jurisdiction of the Unitad States, and
was bhullt exclusively with American
mopey, 80 that the Buex precedent hag
no application.

Changing Eaglish Nursery.
Boeston Globe.

Thosa Americnn girls who become
the wives of British nobllity are be-
ginning to have an influence on Brit-
{sh ecustoms. The tirst of these Inter-
nationa! marriages ocecurred about 30
years ago, and sinee that times the
exodus has continued, and shows no
slgn of stopping. It is noted by keen
Hritlsh observers that the chlldren born
in these interpational unlons are renred
differ=ntly from the children of ordi-
nary Engllsh nobles,

The American-borm wives find that
English children are brought up al-
most exclusively In a stern nursery
regime. The parents went their way
and communication between them and
the chiidren was of the narowest kind.
The Ametican wives have flatly de-
clined to bring up thelr chlldren In
that way. They have refused to let
nurses supplant them in the affection
of the children. They sre breaking
down ths nursery barrier and ln short
are bringing up the children as a part
of the home circle, and in the way
mo#t parents Ip this country think they
should be brought up. The change hus
been noticed by other British parents,
who do not Ilke It, but thelr children
ara demanding to be made more a part
of the home.

Inventive Women.
New York Sun.

Miss Sophie Hellbrun has invented a
machine which will open 400 letters s
minute. She is at the head of a small
order concern, and reallzing the time it
required to open letters. she sst about
to gind somethin_ that would hastan
the process. Her invention is the re-
sult.

Ernesta di Lulsl is another fominine
{nventor. Ehs is only 15, and she has
just fnvented s turntable which, fixed
£ & vehicls, will enable it to reverse

once -

SCRAPS AND JINGLES

realize the Infinite ad-

| woman <an

HY LEONE CASE BAFH,
Cash i{a comfert In the gonerste,
. » .
We do not aponk ax WO pars
Our once warm iove -
Alack! Tears drip from oug
We bothh have caught a thund'ring
- -

A
cold.

An athletic young gent
in Egvpt once Weént,
The lind of the cptn. not
Ta Calcp ke wajked
And nack nga sianllied,
Was ho a Calropedist- wery
- *

in cans aiv,

To err is womun, to forgive feminine.
. - .
Yohe savs her family‘can trace
an uninterr: for a period
O mix cent awful comse

descant

What an

- - .

braad and hutter,
hreakfast foodn arn free
aling microhes reads an
fle publication)

ror the ap-

.v viawed,
aid
frapped.

: : warnin

d woll assi=
Cantinugd munching straw
Nature sayn with apology
To oid Bacleriology
Spite 0¥ throatsning bactelli.
We must mll eat, willyenilly.
Where. oh, whore, =hall wa find
1f all breakfast foods are
Cifige Ly tald to =wainm
Death lurked Im  their lo¥
But that did not gpuard s
¥From swaet joys of asoul
Snlenre mnow tells ;
(Whom Eddie Bok venta his esr
Grandmas, grandpas bablea
In thelr porridgs find denth’s
Can‘t quile see how this iz mnge o0
Solence. ke the stork, s ! A outy
[+ i warninge, or Ite
matiress stufling.

.

folson
on?t

wi stfll oat
- -
+ mamed Why,

There was o ¥
¥y,

Whn handed out
R hat's tamar.” AaNed sas.
sethpp A very tame fea ™
wp flen-tamer,” was the
- - -
Belng virtugus solely tor the sake of
virtue with no hope reward, is to
be good for nothing.
- - -
Bomeone writes to know an
tual way of exterminating dry rot
pPreventing iis reappearnnce In
ehuech,” Why doesn't the inquirer try
somebody el=e's sermons, oOr have no
sermons at all?
- L -

in

reply.
nf

“affan-
arcd
n

The f€irst legson booklkeoping 18

nover to lend one.
. - -

Miss Calamity Stepandfatchil, tha
elaver and talented home-grown auLthor
of Kalama, has just gcompleted her ne
hook, *The Domestic Ly re, & (ompan-
fon to her former publioations, _:1 1ih
er, Dear Pather,” gnd "“The Family

gtory-Taller.”

w

Rest is unpercaived activity.
- . -

real rojected addresies &T8,

The only ;
those that go to the dead

apparentcly,

letter offlice.
- L

It has just coma to light that the
Romans had a telephona Fystem, .11:1!
that Lydia was an oparator on @ n\‘\'l_!i".l-
board. Witness Horaoce. Odes XIIT,
“Quem tu, Lydia Telephl. wn:.:“h‘_l.m—
ing properly translated, :'vu‘:lb‘ W 1:--i|n
you, Lydia of tha telaphone,” can probo-
ably tell me all about, pr whatever tha
rost of the line may pe, Or mayhap,
wWwhom you, Lydia of the r.':.c!-.ar:_un
board have out me oft from, und I've
been walting,"” etc., eto.

- - -

Whatever his virtues may be, the av-

srage phrenclegist is & bumptious per-

BOL.

- . -

» Few things ars
tally if you've only
half an hour

The Missing Link
more annoying, espno
one set, and are slraady

late. 1 . -

Definition of a joint offense: “‘hl.-n
the coolk-lady brings In sn overdone leg

of lamb.
« = ® .

Happy Wife writes to say ghe would ‘rI\o
ever so much abliged If some one woulll
furnish her the remainder of t?)n aoup-
let, of which she enclosea twa llnos:

t k10w,
%‘H !;::n al..rl‘mlhll.‘fny 18 to make him sew.
. . L
s of the Yulatide: TFor exchange
ties, four hand-painted
ecalendars, ono palr of lavender .‘iul‘.li:
phirred suspendsrs, elght Dboxes of
Rotto eclgars and & burnt wopd moltp
Wil exchange for anything. Wrile what
you huve.

Echoee
—Bixtesn sssorted

A jeurnallst may oft write with sense,
Ye nejther alily, sad nor sDOERY.
Ha may rTun {-w! -.-nr(n]‘;.:llr'l_\-[.r,_
ut oan’ alm originalit
s Ii:::nfmi his contribution s recopmiged
by the office boy, the foraman, ihe
printer and the 1|:r;r|:t'l:ad|_‘r as 'copy.
- -

oY love these hers cradle songs,”” ml_d
a tashlonable Mrs. Malaprop. i'.'l: ays
ging my children & good-night allbl

- - .

And she also obssrved, apropas of ti.-_n
recent spell of weather, that ;f!n’n ex-
pected vequally cbhnoxlous ghlas.

- - -

Motto for the proposed Portiand Dresa
Reform Leagus: “All hobhles abandon,
ye who enter here.”

- - L
{n & book shop for sale,
i keen to barter,

i I read on pla '1.'!!,"
= 0 r—roduced 10 B QUBFIET.
But the joke was lost uunn me,
1ts humor UncoIn wmly ot
Could the child of my brain

So fallen Iin valoe as thatd

it lay
Huy no one ssemed

the

thon be

What Constitutes Seod Dresslog?

Boston Herald.

We are often told that woman dresa
for men's approval, but that is mno
longer & general truth. How many man
{ike the hobbls skirt? But how many
womett bought and made and loved
hobble akirtsT Jugt for what, then, do
women dress? Not one in 10 could glve
vou & logical anwEwer.

Women spend B great deal of tima oD
their clothes, but the troubls ia that
they spend moré time than they do in-
telligencoe. Women wshould try ¢ ex-
prems their individus.ity In thelr clothes
rather than to expross the latest mode.

We all remember the story of
husband who went shopping with his
wife. As they stopped bafore a dross
goods countor he rashly recommended
a certain sllk. “"Why, nobody is wanr-
ing that retorted his wife soornfully.
The LSusband subsided, but a littla luter
again plucked up courage and timidly
sugeested another fabric. His wifa
jooked at him as only & contemptuous
look nt & man. ““Why,
evervhedy's wearing that™ she replied.

A lHttip less attention to whatl every-
body I8 wenring, and & little more real
study of our own good and bad polnts
would do wondars for the most of us
In this s in all things women uged to
think for themaselves.

the

When Song Saved Jewels.

London TIit-Bite.

Mr., Kube has a remarkable gollac-
tion of autograph leilers from notable
poople, and among them is one from
Atme. Pattl which relates to a vwisit pafd
by burglars to Craig-y-Nos. 1t con-
tains the following: “I suppose the
wretclies heard that I had jewsls and
dilumonds apd Imagined that I Jeft
them about icose In the house, always
hanging up a few diamond necklacves
in the hall with my hat and coat!
However, it was an Inspiration on my
part, golng upstalrs In the cosridor 1
begpn singing, which made them be-
HHeve I was Eoing Into the room they
were in, and congequently frightened
them nway. I knew my voles had done
s sreat desl for me, but nevar ex-
pected it would save ocur house from
belng robbed."




