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THE STATE'S MONEY.

The Oregonian has a request from
Astoria Chamber of Commearce (o
gpport the proposal for §100,000 ap-
printion by the Legialature for the
orfia conmtennial. Thae Oregonlan
iy approves the plan for an ade
celebrution at Astoria of s
ne hundredth aaniversary. It ls an
ent of historie Iinterest and Impor-
noe, and It !s creditable to the enter-
rise of Astoria and Clatsop County
hat they have set about to commem-
rute the event. The Oregonian Is
ore than willlng that the siate par-
fpats officlully in the celebration,
nd it hopes and desires that a suita-
is mppropriation be made.

Biut The Oregonlan cannot fail to
ota that the demands on the Legis-
ture for money from all sdources are
rtraordinarily heavy. One la startied,
pr example, to see that Lhe estimates
f the State University rench the great

regate of $547,258, in addition to
j¢ regular biennial appropriation of
250,000, making a grand total of
427,288, *“An endeavor will be made
¥ the faculty™—s0 A news report runs

“ta show that the whole amount
hould be granted.”

The whoie amount cannot be grant-

The stale cannot afford 1it. The
niversity s an admirable Institution,
nd Its desarts are groat and obwvious;
at there Is a limit to the tax-produc-

g resources of the state. If there
ere Do other Insistent demands—

ny of them Imperative, and unan-
werable except by granting them—
lhe state might be willlng to respond
luvorably to the cry from Eugene; but

is not In the humor to justily so
eavy an outlay, following the recent
+oat fight on the §250,000 blennial
pyropriation, won by & narrow miar-

0 over strenyous protest from many
Usriers.

The Oregon Agricnliural College—

jastitutlon of at least equal merit

d wvalues to the state with the Stuate
Tniversity—Iis pomewhat more moder-
te in Its demands, though probably
ts necessities are as great as Eugenae's
1 naks about $400 600, The state has
polared for a single normal school at
onmouth, and already a movement

under way in the Lagislature for
ands to equlp the Institution with a
haw dormitory. and doabtless there

ba other demands Yot woe ob-
rve that a zealous advocate of nor-
anl schools hay presented to the Sen-

e A BNl for 32100000 for m normal
hoel' at lLa Grande. Adoptlon of
geh a measure at this time woold be
jenr defiance of the dafinite instruc-
jon af the people at the List election.
i3 epacitment would undoubtedly be
ollowed by a referendum nnd by de-

. I= thare never to he an end to
he normal school agitationT Is the
huestion not settled even svhen the
aversign people themaelves undartake
o réttle 187

The Insane asylum authorities at
lem are asking far over $500,000,

wy will not get it, and they shouid

pot: but the anxyium must be *main-
alned. With the most careful and
ystematic pruning the item will nec-
rily be veory lurge, Other state In-
tutions will roll up the aggregate
or malntepance alone to 31,500,000 or
heteabouts; all to be expended in and
sund Salem. It is a tidy sum, and

| go A long way to keep things mov-
ng in certaln thrifty circles at Salem;
yot thers ta an ambitioas project there
o expond $160.000 more on additional
pitol grounds. This Is & scheme

t can and should wait. Meanwhile,
the bill to make 1t unlawful for state

pifficers (all state amployes should be
neluded) to lobby in behalf of any
2 3 should be passed, we might

less about ths pressing need of
. buildings and groubds at Salem.

A biil has been Introduced at SBalem
or 9850800 for roads alone. We
wve ovidently made up our minds to
5 into ihe business of roadmaking

state ald. but hardly on so
ol a scale. Some sealous friend
¢ San Francisco preposes to give

206000 at this tims for-the great
Panama international exposition, and
e onie else wants 35000 for an au-
fitorium at Champoeg. These are

ro {llustrative requesis. There s &
nultitufe of other new suggestions

nd Importunities for money, many of
hem worthy and some of them doubt-
necessary. But the Leglslature
honld and must go slow. The slate
has not unlimited means. Yet it is
ing to maintain many expensive in-
gltutians on the sams basis as older,
her and more populous states. The
payer's poclket has a bottom. The
gature should attempt in some
ure ta cut the state’s garment ac-
fing o s clsth.
SCARCE.

The success of New TYork's great

nd shle yesterday ought to have a
f hetilng effect on the fAnancial
pitpation. The 340,000,000 jssue bear-
Ing 4% per cent Interest was sub-

cribed more than five times over, the
mount offered was $324,923.0380, and
submitted by more than 300 bld-
The award was made at an av-

of 100.% por cont. Kuhn, Loch

Oo. recelved the largest individual

laward of $13.000,000, J. P. Morgan &
Co. made & bld of 100.87 for “all or
pone” This “greatest bond sale that
has ever tAken place In any munici-
nality” certalnly discloses conalderable
oney asvallable at & low rats of In-
In this respect it In highly

to note that there I= no lack

for what Investors regard as

—

_.“Mvhl-ehmmm
oy ‘paid & ana ¥ per cent with clock-
\s reguinrity are practicaily unsala-

ble. and that rallroads are finding It
almost impossibla to secure money for
repairs, extension and efquipment,

Both Kuhn, Loeb & Co. and J. P.
Morgan & Co. in the past have wlwaya
had at hand plenty of capital avatlable
for rallread and industrial invest-
ments, but it is quite apparent that
there [s something radically wrong
whon thelr clients deeline thelr former
favorites in rallronds and industrinals
and invest In 4% per cent city bonds.

This showing slone cught to be suf-
ficlent to cause gome of the moat ar-
dent  anti-raliroad, anti-corporation
N@hters to let up, thereby giving capl-
tal a chance to recover from its fright
and again take up something more
profitable in earning capacity than
city bonds.

SHIT SUBSIDY HALF-TRUTHS.

There ls something about the ship-
subsidy question which stems 10 ren-
der ita advocates Incapable of pre-
sonting the cAse on Its merits or sub-
mitting it for approval or rejection In
accordance with the facts. The scurcity
of legitimate reasons for & =hip sub-
sidy, of course, accounts for this sub-
stitution of theorles, half-truths and
untruths for plain facts. Mr. James
L. Elwell, secretary of the Merchant
Marine Committes of One Hundred, In
his addresa at Washington Tuesday
attempted to show “the way in which
a nation's export trade is vitally con-
nected with Its merchant marins" by
citing the cage of the Occanlc line of
steamers, which made regular trips
aut of San Francisco until 1307. *“The
Inst year these boats were In opora-
tlon, before helng driven from the feld
by the subsidized Canadian and Jap-
anose competition,” sald Mr. Eiwell,
“they carried from the port of San
Francisco to Australls $§$25,000,000
worth of products. Last year, In the
abscnce of any line from Ban Fran-
clsco to Australin, depending exclu-
sgively upon tramp asteamship service,
our exports from San Fruncisco
shrank to a total valae of only $2,000.-
000."

The average reader, not particulariy
famillar with the facts in the cass,
would “ hardly fall to get the Impres-
slon from Mr. Elwell's words that our
export trade with Australin hag actu-
ally shrunk from $25,000.000 in 1907
to $2,000,000 In 1910, Let us consider
the fucts. The exports from the United
States to Australla for the year end-
ing December 31, 1907, were $33.208,-
850, The complete figures for 1910
are not yet available, but for 1909 the
exports to Australia from this coun-
try were $350,547,350. That the de-
creas¢ was perfectly natural, due to

unsettled financial conditions in Eu-

rope and all forelgn dependencies aof
the big powers, is shown in the trade
with Europe. Not . even the silliest
subsaidy advocate would dare assert
that there was a shoriage of ships on
the Atlantte, but in 1907, the yeaer
mentioned by Mr. Elwell, our exports
to Eunrops were $1,313,067.256, while
{n 1909 they were but $1,160,672,3286.
While the complete flgures are not
avallable, the 1910 returns will un-
doubtedly make an even better show-
ing than was made for the preceding
Year.

Every shipping man in the coun-
try who is at all familiar with the mat-
ter knows that the Oceanic steamship
Nne out of San Francisco was pat out
of business by the low rates made by
steamers running out of New York.
Another factor in retiring the steams
ers of that line was thes enormous cost
of operation. The vessels wors poorly
bullt, slow and out of date, and 80 ¢x~
penaive to operute that they would
have lost money with the largest sub-
sidy that could be granted. Fuaots
have never bothered any of the ship-
subsldy advocates, but Mr. Elwell, of
the Commlitiee of One Hundred, must
haye a very poor opinion of the intel-
ligence of the people If he thinks his
binsed eomment on San Franclsco's
Australian trade will ald the cause.

GOVERNOR WILSON'S FIRST MESSAGE.

The forceful candor of Governor
Woodrow Wilsen's pulilic speeches and
writings flows in purt from the clarity
of his thought. And he i= able 1o
think clearly because he Is not afrald
of anything.' so far as one can make
out, and has no unavowed motives to
pervert his mind. He seems to face
every subjoct ax it comes up with al-
most childlike frankness. With simple
directness he tells the public what he
thinks and why. This iz extremely
engaging. It Is so rare for aspiriog
politiclans to do anything of the sort
that peopls are apt to take it for a
slgn of great genlus and perhaps It Is
No doubt it requires a good deal of
genlus to be perfectly honest in
thought and conduct.

In his message to the New Jersey
Legislature Governor Wilson takes up
for discussion some live topics: the
compensation of Injured workmen,
how to regulate the corporations, how
to oblain true representative govern-
ment. He ends the message with a
littla homlly—a brief sermonette—in
which he contrives to pack a Jofty
thought or two for the benefit of the
Legislutors.

*“Wa are servants of the peeple,” ha
tells thom, “of the whole people. Thelr
interest should be our constant study.
Our reward will be the satisfaction
of furthering large purposes, of being
an intimate part of that slow but con-
stant force of liberty and enlighten-
ment that is lUfting mankind to new
levels of progresa and achievement. It
{s not the foollah ardor of too sangdine
or too radical reform that [ urge upon
you, but merely the tazks that are
evident ond pressing, the things that
we have knowledge and guldance
enough to do. This &5 grand talk
and 1t appears all the grander from
its contrust with the tenor of the
ustual gubornatorial message. Arlter
all, the greatest luxury in the world
i= to have thoughia of one's own and
the courage to express tham frankly.
Even if the thoughts are nothing very
magnificent it is well to have them.
“A poor thing. but mine own'™ enid
Touchstane of his Audrey. The em-
phasis l= on the lnst word.

The first of the “obvious and press-
ing” tnaks which  Governor Wilson
presents to his Legislature ls that aof
snacting an adequate law for work-
men's compensation, Ha does not
take refuge from the lssuce in feelile
suggestions of investigation and delay.
He knows porfectly well that the sub-
ject haa been investigated by thoe most
competent men in the worid, Sooner
or later the cost of injuries to work-
men is borne by soclety. If It does
not come uponr us in the form of
higher prices for goods then It comes
as taxoes to support the Impoverishd
families of the malmed artisans, Gov-
ernor Wiisen tells his Legiainture that
soclety should assume this lnevitable
burden without evasion. It shonld he
lald directly on the indusiry concerned
and distributed to everybody In the
prica of the output. The workman.
with his ltmited resources ought not

ing o huge corporation, or perhaps &
union of corporations,
tion when he Is injured. It ought to
be glven to him as g matter of course.
Governor Wilson is just as refresh-
ing in treating of the corporatlons.
Thaey are not private affalrs, he =ays,
but publle from their wvery nalure.
They are not a species of supermen
which ought to be regarded with ap-
prehension snd awe, but mere de-
vices which the law has Invented for
handling large business convenlentis.
fince they are public concerns the
public ought to control them fully and
since thevy are created by the law It
follows that the law has power 10
regulate or even annihilate them it
the meed should arlse, The lawyers
had teught us to believe that & cor-
poration is o magnified human being
possesagd of vast capabilities and Im-
mune from all sccountabllity. Mr.
Wilson punctures the lmposing tietion
by reminding us that a ecorporation 15
nothing but & group of men srhom the
iaw permlits to do business under A
corporate name. The monster Is re-
solved Into & Mttle band of human
sinners whom it is quite pos=sible to
punish for thelr misdesds if we really
think they need punishment. But
Governor Wilson Is not nearly so eager
to Impose penalties for the sins of
the past as he is to provent the sins
of the future by a Public Utilitles
Commission with power to act.

SPIRIT OF THE WEST.

The overwhelming burst of enthusi-
asm with which the cause of San
Francisco has been taken up through-
out the country can hardly fail to
have material effect on the decislon
regarding the location of the Paonama-
Paclfic Exposition, It was perhaps
natural that the entire West should
rally to the support of the Western
city. We may have private diffarences
between communities, but on any
proposition in which the West a8 @
whole s to profit we stand pretty well
together.

Dut while the unanimous support of
thy West was to be expected, it is In
the support of & great state ke New
York that San Francisco and all of
her Western friends will find most
causes for congratulation. New York,
finunuially, commerciaily and soclally,
s closer to New Orleans than to Ban
Francisco. Rall and steamer facili-
ties between the two cities are much
better than between New York and
San Francisco, but New York, fully
recognizing the superior clalms of the
Pacific city, has rallied to our support.

The geographical Jocation of San
Franciseo and the cloge relationship of
the Pacifiec Coast clties with hte Orl-
ental trade were blg factors consid-
ered when the canal was projected,
and are indisputabls points in favor
of San - Franclsco, but the financial
feature of the undertaking carries
much weight. Every exposition that
has been befors Congress for support
since the Chieago Fair has been
grudgingly recelved. So strong has
becoms sentiment agalnst financial ald
by the Government that it Is doubtful
if all the other advaniages New Or-
leans might offer would offset this
feellng of disfavor.

San Franclsco, on the other hand,
has ostublished a precedent by which
Congress can be guided In the future.
No money is asked and no favor other
than the officlal reécognition of the
Governmaent.” The magnlficent sup-
port which the West has given the
canse of Sun Francisco s such a splen-
Al4 example of the true spirit of the
land which the eanal 1s to bring In
closer touch with the rest of the coun.
try that lts effoct will be far-reaching

and emphatic.

WHAT BLYTHE LEARNED IN OREGON.

In mn article in the Saturday Even-
ing Post for January 28, Samuel G.
Elythe dlscusses the workings of the
initiatlve and referendum from the
standpoint of a looker-on. He offers
neither favorable nor adverse critl-
clsm, but tells plainly some things ac-
complished by the people as a legisla-
tive body In Oregon and leaves the
reader to form his own conclusions,

The article hes an unusual value to
persons interested in the system be-
cause it is a departure from the ab-
siract discussions which have appeared
from time to time in Edstern publica-
tlonm

Mr. Biythe has detocted attempts at
“initiative logroillng™ In some of the
measures snbmitted in Oregon, but
fails to mention specifically the impo-
sition of undesiretl laws upon the peo-
ple by use of tha “joker”™

Undoubledly an unguarded initiative,
such as exists In Oregon, may be used
impropegly by apecial iInterests,
wealthy*busybodles nnd class organi-
zatlons Just as readlly as may the old
mothod of legislating solely through
representatives. It required many
years for manipulation of Leginiatures
to bacome nlmost an exact sclence, but
manipulation of ths electorate as a
legisiative body haa been sccomplished
to a degree in eight years' use of the
new power.

In repeating some of the defenscs
offerod for the unrastrained initiative
Mr. Blythe quotes an argument that
has clreulated quite genorally from the
Pacific to the Atlantic. Thia argument
{5 that, Inssmuch ns the people of
Oregon adopted only nine of thirty-
two measures submitted Iin the last
electlon, it is proved that the people
can do thelr own thinking and do not
need to be instructed as to their wel-
fare.

Wonderful loglc this. Why not ap-
ply it also to Leglsintures? In 1509
the Washington Legislature, not alded
or advised by the inlttative, considered
46 measures and passed 249, The
number of laws defeated was almost
Identienl with the number of Inwa de-
feated by the votsrs of Oregon lnst
November, In proportion to the num-
ber presented. Why may It not be
held, therefors, that lawmaking
through representatives la'all that can
be desired?

The argument stems to be founded
on the strange premises that all pro-
posed laws are bnd and that legls-
Iatlve virtus is measured by the num=
ber defenctd. Such reasoners should
go & step farther and advocate abol-
ishment of all lawmaking.

The real test of the Initlative and
the real test of a Legisiature are not
in the number of laws passed or de-
feated. The tests Yest In the charae-
ter of the bills disap ed and in the
worth or harm of the measures
adoptled.

Oregon defeated twenty-thres out of
thirty-two meéasures in the
recent election, in the main As & pro-
test against abuse of the Initiative and
referendum. Numerous bills were de-
feated without sny thinking whatever
by the mass of voters. Tha electorate
simply 4} not have the time or In-
clination to study and Investigate the
‘merita of all the propositions present-

for compensa- | were adopted,

Ill-advised were disapproved. Some
good mensures and & few bad ones
As to soma of the ap-
proved measures we do not yet know
how good or how bad they are No
one knows what they mean.

On the whole, Mr, Biythe's articie
should be of service to other commu-
nities in indicating that the Oregon
systern has faults they should avold
in adepting the i(nitiative and referen-
dum.

—

Since the arrival of the six-day boat
pevern! years ago, the efforts of stéam-
ship men have been mainly directed

toward Increasing the speed of steam- | How many men were truthfully informed |

ers Instead of shortening the run
across the Atlantic. When the Cunard
line selected Fishguard as A port of
entry the distance by water wus ma-
terially shortened, and by crowding
matters it was possible for the Maure-
tania to make the rougd trip In twelve
days, ineluding unloading and loading
in New York.
by using the Straits of Belle Isle route
has secured what is sometimes termed
a four-day route, as it has been pos-
sibls to make the run from land to
land in that short space of time. Now
comes an enterprising Irishman with
& proposition to establish a line from
Galway on the extreme edge of Ire-
land te Trepassy on the south coast of
Newfoundland. By this route, with
the aid of fast trains and steamers, it
1= =ald to be possible to cover the dis-
tance betweer London and New York
In three and one-half days. The world
15 growing smaller.

The reported boycott of the Chiness
against the Portland & Aslatle steam-
ghip line will probably have but littie
effect on the volume of business han-
dled direct, for an unsatisfactory
steamship service has reduced the
business to such an Insignificant
amount that the company can hardly
regard It worth handling. And yet
Portland imports through Seattle, Ta-
coma and Vancouver, B. C., nearly as
much merchandise as is imported di-
rect, and the amount ls steadlly In-
croasing. It will never be known what
the Oriental trade in and out of Port-
land is worth to & steamship line until
some of the companies that operiats
on a vexatiously irregular schedule
make a sjight attempt to handle the
business on & schedule which will ad-
mit of exporters and importers mak-
ing dellveries or recelving goods
within a month or two or three of the
time they expect to ahip or recelve
them. -

Most, or at least many, teachers in
the public schools joln in the opinion
that fewer school holidays would be
beneficial. For at least two or three
days before the Christmas holidays
and one or more days thoreafter school
work drags and It Is impossibla to
cover the work effectively. The same
is true in & less degree after the
Thanksgiving &nd other single day
vacations. One helidey means prac-
tivally the loss of three school days
and is so regarded. This s reason
sufficlent to prevent the institution of
more school holidays, though It will
probably not curtall the number of
thase we have, since custom rules and
hahit Is strong.

—

Apart from its intensely practical
uss as an agency for exploitation,
The Oregonian's anniversary edltion
on lts merits alone should find its way
into the homes of thousands Hving
east of the Rockles. In several years
past the annual editlon—not com-
parable with the one to be issued
February 4—has Dbeen exhausted
within a few days; hence the sugges-
tion that orders for extra copies be
placed with newsdealers at once oOr

directly with The Oregonian count=

ing-room.

Wa dare say Benntor Lodge speaks
by the book when he suvs that a trust
controls the ocean, but his method of
fighting It Is pusziing. To destroy the
shipping trust he would glve it an
annual subsidy of several milllon dol=-
inrs. In the Pligrim’s Progress Bun-
yan teolls of a man who tried to pat
out & fire hy pouring ol on 1t. NMr.
Lodge might find the tale Instructive.

———

Very llkely modesty prevented
Chauncey Depew from openly stating
his most convinclng argument ngainat
the popular election of Senators. But
for that charming quality he would
have hidden his blushes and ex-
clalmed, “Can you ask for a better
aystem than the one that produced me
and my late lamented colleague™ T

To be or not to be, that is the ques-
tlon. Whether it be better In the long
run to renig and hang on and therchy
defy the bolts of Jove: om, Nke ths
man who looks anhend and sees belter
things beyond, take heed and crawl
from under. For politics municipal
“am mighty onsart'in.”

Maybe It Is all right for those who
demand up-to-the-minute features of
modern drama; still, to millions of
theater-goers who have enjoyed Maude
Adams in Barrie's delightful plays, the
thought of her appearing in “Chantl-
eleer” goes ag’in the graln.

——

While the big apple-growers are
creating a selllng agency, It Is up to
the army of small Oregon orchardists
to ralse such fine frult that every
town in the United States will be &
‘W““ buying agency.

Further proof that gambling is a
universal and Ineradlcable vice is of-
fered by the fact that men are betting
and gamblers are making books on
the verdiet In a murder case on trial
at Wheeling, W. Va.

After reading rveports from stata
capltals, Bast, West, North and South,
the concluslon l= Inevitable that a lot
of peanut politiclans arcestill playing
the game of peanut politics.

———

Playing host to the Oregon Legis-
iature is one of Eugene's happy ways
of dolng things. It generaly pays to
be hospltable.

¥ar better it would be to earry
petty domeatic quarrels before Judge
Tazwell than for either party to jump
into tha river.

Stormy =cenes precede election of
Sendtors In states that adhere to the
old way. In Oregon the storms fol-

low later.
===.

Well, the country must adofit, what-
evér the result, that San Francisco ls
putting up a good fight.

The watchdogs of the treasury Are
on the job at Salem.
P——————
mmmmmdﬁl

The Canadian Pacific, |

| REPEAL OF FISH LAW IS URGED.
Grants Pass Correspondent Condemns
Initintive Measure,

ASHLAND, Or., Jan. 26.—(To the Edi-
tor)—Let us have a little mors light on
the Rogue River fish law that closed
the stream to commercial fOshing by
the initiative process at the last elec-
tion. Was ft not represented by those
who circulated the petitions for this act

that there was no “intention to interfere
with the large salmon fishing business |
in tidewater on the lower river? What |
interest had the railroad in this sct of
b hssassination that their e‘m-j
ployes should eclrculate the petitions.

| on this question when they voted om It?
Who is benafited by this, tha worst
plece of legisiation aver adopted by

" who boast of their Intelllgence
and honesty and who would like to hava
‘it =aild of Oregon that It has the best
system of govérnment In the world?

Only by persistent inguiry can one se-
cure the facts. The rallroad company is
lﬂm only benaflolary of this aect, as It
| now gets the lonk haal of all fish for
! Bouthern Oregon from Portland instead
i of distribuiing them from Grants Pass
| a8 hdretofore. Thera was pbout $IEFN
! worth of salmon caught each year nt
| Grants Pass by residents of that city
and vielnity, but they d!d not have the
| large amount of, eapital in the business

that the lower river fishermen Dl
Can it be possible the big vote In Muli-
nomah County for this law was due
alone to fishermen votlng to help their
business st the expense of the Oshing
business on Roguoe River? Don't you
think some Portland business men could
see that this act would bring Southerm
QOregon money (o Portland for fsh? The
pnly other fallow who thinks he Is hene-
fited by this freak law is tho so-calied
rod and line asport, who takes a bolttle
and a bita and wades the riffles once
or twite & year for salmon trout

The decrease of trout In Rogue River
is not due to the salmon-fishing business
as much as it is due to the class of dams
obstructing this stream and the constant
shifting of the gravel bars which destroy
the salmon spawn. This shifting of
gravel in the riffles whers the salmon
eggs are deposited is dus to the placer
mining on thls stream and s tribu-
taries

Had the promolers of this angling act
of Injustice been consistent they would
have stopped the washing of gravel into
this sacred stream by the plager mines.
It is for a1l Oregon to be proud of such
legislation—what would be sald of &
Legislature thet would do such injustice
on %0 slight a pretenceT But the people
ecan make no mistake, they are Infallible.
We are proud of our power and. like the
cougar in our mountains after he jumps
on the buck of a defensclesg deer and
sinks his teeth Into the jugular velna,
with his paws and jaws red with the
vietim's blood e stands on his captive
and looks about with an expression of
trivmph  and self-satistaction. Oregon
needs employment-giving Industries be-
fore her population ean increass much
more. How do men in other states who
contemplate developments on this Coast
look upon such laws ns this one?

Is it & commendable act to assaksinate
the principal busines= in jsolated CTurry
County and throw' many men with famil-
164 out of employment there on tha shal-
Jow excuse of catering to the so-called
sportsmen? It took the late R. D, Hume
miuny years to bulld up the fishing In-
dustry stthe mouth of the river; he not
only expended hundreds of thousands
of dollars but he mauinlained hiatcherles
where he propagated at lesst three sni-
mon far every one that he caught. Is it
an act to ba proud of to assassinate the
remnants of & business that has slways
bean and Iz yet legal on every river be-
tween here and the Arctic Circla? What
a proud people we should bs when we
think of the aged ploneer widow trying
to hold the Hume estaie togother. Her
reward for indusiry, isolation and the
hardships of ploneering is to sea the
business her husband bullt up by years
of persistent effort assassinated by this
great stale.

This s one act that deserves prompt
revarsal by our Legislature now in wes-
slon or the frults of it will Do most un-
profitable to Oregon. Before we brag tod
much of the Initiative or recommend 1t
tao strongly to others, let us witch [t=
resnlts a little closer. A few mistakos
liks thiz wilil keep as many business men
with eapital out of Oregon as all the
boosting liternture we sond out will at-
traot this way. INVESTIGATOR.

ROGUE VALLEY A WINTER RESORT

Distriet Is Hecommentied for Orego-
plans and People of Middle West.
GRANTS PASS, Or., Jan. #4.—(Ta the

Biitor.}—The editorial in The Oregonian

of January 23 recommending Rogue River

Valloy &5 a Winter resort la not out of

order and i1 In kesplng with our views

The iden Is lnudable and the statistics of

the Waather Buremu In Rogue River

Valiey will bear you out and back you

up with faets sustalning the theory,

The Wles that peopls Iliving in North-
eriy and Westorn Oregon and Washing-
‘ion hate to “take a hike” to Southern
California or Mexlco to hatter wonther
conditions for the Winter is and has boen
a fad =o long that it might bs hard to
convince them of the eorror of thelr
ways; but if they would oAly stop to
compare our climatic conditlons in south-
wostern Oregon they would find that, a=
vompared with many places along the
coast and interlor of California,. our
climate for a Winter resort has very fow
equuls on the Const, and 1s superior to
many prominent poinis on the Callfornla
const.

The writar could npame Californians here
now who have invested In Rogue River
property. who prefer this cllmate to the
California brand. They have tried and
tested both. Belng wealthy peopla they
ecould Winter wherever they chose 10
live.

Another favtor that ought to be tonken
into account by our people with means
fs the mafter of expense, It Is cheéaper
to migrate a short distance, ganerally,
than & long one, The matier of spending
Our Money Lmong our own people and thus
inerassing and betteriig thelr condltions
ehould not ba lost sight of. This Is one
of the prime factors o take Into con-
sikeration. People frequentiy impoverish
thelr fown condition and those of thelr
nelghbors by disregarding these things.

How much belter ip ¥our climate than
ours? 1 héar some one eay. Well, now—
to Mustrate: How much differance would
you note by being drawn up out of &
well to & lighter and &ryer atmo-
sphere; or how mueh milder here than
on the wind-swept plains from 100 to
200 feet higher elevation?

Bapecially In the Lower Rogue River
Valley the bard winds are all shut off
ty high mountain mMmnges, which are
coversd with evergreen timb =  The
wirm wind from the Japan Current finds
Its way in the valley up the Hilinols and
Rogue rivers, which tempera the Wintera
and produces a semi-thermal zone. Old
camping srounds of the native tribes of
Indlans can be eeen in the coves and
bottom lends in the surrounding sheltered
places all over the Lowér Rogue Valley.
Tha intense heat of the Summer Is mod-
eratad by the breezes from the folinge of
the dense foremts, ferms and evergreen
hiils. The clear. pearly mountain brooks
are full of fsh. The best of tosthsome
game abounds In the hilis With the ad-
vent of new propesed rallrond routes
to the coast—sither down Rogus ftiver or
Gold Beaeh, or acroes the country and
down the Smith Rivers to Cressent City.
Cal., will make our coast polnts veritable
Summer resorts. We will not ba 5o iso-
lated and bottled up &m we appear (o
be now.

It 1= earnestly hoped that the viglonary
and orazy ideas of the pongervationsts’
will not boftle the ¢limate in Southern
Oregoh along th other undeveloped re-
source® and keep the manufacturer and
milllonaire from enjoying some of the
God-given bountles nature has 20 Inv-
ishly bDestowad upon us. It would be a
great and unpard e sin.

INDIAN VS. PINCHOT CONSERVATION

Ploneer of "47 Upholds Aborigines' Plan
of Burning Underbrush.

OREGON CITY, Or., Jan. 24.—(To the
Bditor.)—1I have read with a great deal
of interest the communication from the
different ones also The Oregonlan’s
editorials upon the conservation of our
foresis, and how to prevent forest fires.
1 ngree with Mr. N. ¥. Throne, of Ash-
and, that the only way to prevent the
Summer fires is to clear up the Jlight
growth that hus accumulated In the old
burns since the General Government
has taken climrge of the same. Before
that time the Indlans and ecarly settlers
had compiete chinrgs and Summer fires
were 8 rare thing, for the reason there
was nothing to burn.

Early in the Hpring or as soon as the
snow was gons the Indian would go up
to hunt the ek, which wera mumerous
in early days. The Indian would tuke
his lagoon stick, or, as we call it, piteh-
wood, and he would put out fire wher-
ever there was anything that waouold
bura In the old burns, with the result
thdt when the dry weather eame thete
was nothing tb burn. The Indlans could
ride on horsebmck and do thelr hunting;
the peatine and grass grew In all these
burns and muade fine feed for the game,
and also thelr horses.

But how Is it pow. Thess old burns
have grown up so thick thal a jack rab-
bit ean hardly get through them. They
mnke a hiding place for the cougar,
ocnyote and bhobeiat that are destroying
our game. The esettler or sportaman
who goes ob an outing wlill have to
lopk for some swimp where there is &
liitle gour grass for his harse feed, and
about the time he hane made d¢amp
along will come a forest ranger. who
will tell him tH take his horses out, as
that Is reserved for thelr use.

1 think it was Mr. N. F. Throne who
asked for the opinlopn of some old pio-
neer ln regard to the Indlau metbod of
burning. As [ have only been in Cre-
gon 83 yenrs, T have been walting for
onie who had boeen here longor than 1
had and one whe could better sxpiain
thelr method, but as no one has come
to the fromt with an explanation, I
will give it the best that I can. The
Indian method was to burn the old
burns about every. thrée vears or ns
pon &8 thers was growth cénough to
muke & good fire. They wonld burn
early in the Summer before the logs
and old stumps werdé dry enough o
burn. This light growth would make
a Nght fMre and would hardly smoke
the old logs, and just pe soon as (he
fire reached the green timber It
stopped. as everything in the timber
was too wet to burn.

A=z Mr. Throne says il le hard to get
the Government to changa or correct W
bud policy. 1f they should chungs it
would take so long that in the meantime
our timber would be all destroyed. But
I will say this that i€ the state can take
charge of our forests and sepd oul a4 few
men In ench county to pursus the In-
dlan method of early Bummer firing, these
men can clean up the old burns, &and burn
sround the standing timber and make It
imposaible for a Bummer fire to do any
harm. And the same can be done with
logged-oft lands by the owners They
can be burned over early In the Spring
and afterwards the iimbs and heavy stuft
ean be piled and burned in the Summer
at any time, as there will not be any
danger of the fire epraading or delng any
harm After these early Bummer fires
the grass and peavine will grow In these
burns and make Summer feed for thou-
sands of hend of cattls and sheep.

Now as to the destruetion of the young
growth of timber some have s#poken of:
At the time these ecarly burns should
be made it will be sy damp that the
fire will pot run under them, but wiil
protect them from & Summer fire, Now
as to my information concerning these
matters I will say It pertaing 10 the West-
ern siope of the Caschdes In Clacksmus
County a5 I bave lived in the county &
years and have hunted and  fished on
every stream from Mount Heod to Mount
JeMerson and bave seen the Indians nt
thelr camps putting out these fires so
am to protect their berry patches and
make hunting easy for them amnd make
foed for thelr homea

1 am sati=fied 1t s
ean protect our thmber.
thiat eaclh county can tax the timber
for enough to pay thls expenso or the
timber men can do the work themselves
under the supervision of some one ap-

polnted by the stale
PIONEER OF

the only way wo
It appears to me

1847,

atist.

ceful Dipl
London Tit-Bits

The late Lord Sallsbury was careful
not to confer too much authority on
young men in diplomatic cireles. On
ons occasion, he sent an emissary 1o
make some demands upon a certain re-
public. Before seiting out the emis-
gary, to whom his lordship DLnd ex-
plained the oxXuclL Dature of the de-
mands, desired to be Informed as to
the coyrse to tale If, aftor he had sald
averything, there Was a rafusal

LOh” answered Lord Sallibury, “this
iz not n matter In which we bhave the
Jeast thought of fighting. If the Pros-
[dent rofuses, why, you will aimply
have to come home again.’”

The emissary weant, and had his say
to the®President of the Republic. who
blankly refused to give in: and the
diplomatist retired to think things
ovar,

A few hoturs later he wrote the Pres-
ident:

“l ragret that your excellency does
not see your way to revognize the Jus-
tipe of the claims which 1 have e
the honor to present. I have mow Lo
=ay; on bhehalf of her British Majesty's
government. that unless your excellens
gy vields on all polnts which I have
pamed It will be my painful duty to
act on the second half of my Instrue-
tions."

Under this vague and significant
thrent the President vielded at once.

A R

Girl at lHend of Fire Brigade,

Boston Herald.

No eapital in the world save Bt
Potersburg can boanst of a municipai
fire brigads commanded by a maember
of the fair sex, but for the Iasit I
months the splendldly manned and
magnificently equipped brignde which la
the pride of the Czar's éaplital has bean
under the solp eontrol of & young fudy
of 2 Summers—the Tdatughtar of 1he
Russian Minister of Agriculture, Mlle,
Marie Alexandrovna Yermaloff hus all
Her life taken an ‘ntense interest in the
brigade, to join which seven Years Hgo
she obtained wpecinl permission from
the Csar, During the prolonged absenoa
through iliness of Captaln Spirindonofr,
the actual head of the brigade, Mlle
Yermoloff, as acting vice-captatm, ha®
moatl ably filled his place.

Omne of Our Extravagances.
Wall Streat Journal
Wa nre anxious to see the fullast jus-
tice done to the genuine veteran; but
no ope who hLis investigated the sub-
ject even on the pitifully inadeguate
informaticn vouchsafed by the Pension
Bureats, will fall to come to the conglu-
sion that of the annual $150,000.000
spent upon pensions at least one-third
and probably maore chould naver be dix-
purred st 2ll. The whole list Is honey-
combed with fraudulent and unworthy
sages, This s one of our exXtravazances,
and {t may be pointed out again that
publle extravaganta is quite a= bad as
private waste,

Spanish and German Taught.
_ PORTLAKND, Jan. 24.—(To the Eal-
tor.}—Will you pleass let me Kknow
through the columns 0of your papeér
whether there are any schools of lsn-
guagss In the city whers night clnsses
in Spanish or German are taught?
C. A. F.

The Y. ML C. A. In its eduentional de-
partment conducts night classes in both

Spanish and Germasn.

| mower sagainst

I Life’s Sunny Side

¥runcls Kilkenny, who had much to
o with the baok-to-Ireland movemaent
that sent so-many Irishmen home for
a wvisit thiz year, and s In the Treasury
Dopartment in Washingion, landed iIn
Chicago some Years ngo, fresh from
Irelund, with but a few dollurs and no
job in sight. He =puarred around for a
time and finally decided to buy a sec-
ond-hand lawn-mower and make some
money cutting Erass He got his
mower and asksd where the good lawns
ware. He wax directed to the North
tde of Chicago and finally struck the
pluce whoerae the big houses and iine
Inwne are.

He waent up the steps of a munsion.
hammersd on the front door und was
vastly astonished to have a man stick
his head out of nn upstalrs window and
ask: *“What are you doing there, ¥ou
groenhorn? Can’t you see this houge Is
closed for the Summer™’

“But you're Im 1"
kenny.

“gare, I'm in tt! I'm the carstaker.
It vou want anything, just go around
to- the bhack door, where you belong™

Kilkenny started around, but eama 1o
a tall board fence that ran clear AcCross
the lnwn and had spikes on top of It
He didn’t see the door in tlhe fence and,
atfter Nguring for a tl put his lawn-
the £ tried to
elimb over. regnrdlo splkes
The lawn-mower slip R ilKenns
stuck on one of Che hung
suspendesd

The caretiker
came oul. Finding
there In the air, he lo
and satd:

“tWell, you are green! How long have
yon been over™

shouted

answaerad Kil-

spikes wnd

hesrd his valls
Kilkenny han
ked up at

Kllkonny. “I aint

- . -

New Yorker, now dead,
bore the appel-

Lo ¢

A well known
who during his lifetlme
latlon “Ellent”” was sccustomed
ploy varlo il b ]
from bores and time Wasi

On  one tan, when 2
,I!'trrkﬁr wig putting in hils vaention
New BEngland, there wns onn native
bold as to viglt the lackiutn min at
bungalow.

“How did you get along with him?'
asked someone, when the bold one re-
turned.

“Pina!'" suid
I've often howard
sullen’ ougs: hut 1
he 18 one of the politest feliows 1
saw! 1 hadn't been settin® chattin® with
him more’n ten miputes nhefore he'd
asked me five or six times Lo come an’
pee him egaln—Lippincolls

. . .

occns :
fm

the visitor. “Fellown,
that that man was A
wnnt to tell you that

ever

jarr MoCutcheon was walt-
Ing for a train in Chiobga, and as he
pusfed through the station he saw one
of his latest best sellers dlsplayaed
grund counter. Ha pis i
up, wrole his npamoe on the fiy le:
handed It to the boy belind the &
Hoe was moving away when the
called excitediy:

“Hey, mister, coma back hore. Tou've
got to buy this Hook, "chuse you've
spoiled it by writing your nume in it

“Yag, but did you see the name?" the

George

author usked

“rhat don't makes no dlfarcnce, .
the 1ad inslsted, “pobody'll want to buy
it now.”

And hearinsg
Cutcheon was
for one of
Magazine.

his Lraln ealled, Mr. Mc-
reed to pay real money
own books.—Succoss

They were taiking aboul the decisions
of a judge fh a réecent case up In Sara-
toga County, when Senstor Hamilton
said

vspenking sbout judge® haloig infiu-
enced In their decisland, 1 recait &
Counity Judge up my Way was hearing
a rather hnleal ease when the attor-
ney for the defendiant Ieunched forth
into a legnl argument which dashed
the judge onto a shoal 1eft hlmn
there. The opposing attorney, Thomas
Scott, wes o lifelong Irie nd nnd psso-
vinte of the judge and to the Intters
surprise remalned silent, walting for
the Judge, o After a few
ments’  sllance judga =ald
pnaturally:

“Now we'll hear Mr
he's through I'll rule
New York Herald

ana

rule
thoe very
Seott apd when
avcordingly.’ "—

PROTESTS.

DBURGLAR'S VIOTIM

te Pe

Paroled Ex-Conviet Doclared
Habltunl Criminnl,

PORTLANL, 24— (To the
tor. }—Kindly permit me gpace in
Oregonian la axprese w few [actz

Gn the night November 24. last
my house was entepred by breaking tho
window in the back door during our
absence and considernbie cegh and
property stolen.

One Jeff Stanley wos
November 28 fur the c¢F
gome of Lhe property of
among which was o revolver reid)
UE. Me¢ admitted his gullt and
that he had been relepsed irom
Ban Quentin FPonltentiary only «
vember 18, after serving flve
half vears of & nine-year gentence
thefl.

Now I
purpose  at
confinement
Jinls

Judge McGinn paroled him last
with my house in oA
ston, on his promise 1o he good

1t this is to be the continued g
tiee of Judge MceGinn In the future we
mpy as wall save the CeXpens: i |
lives of our clty detectives and pollce
officers and turn the city over lo Lthe
eriminals completely (o prey upon the
public as they spe it without moles-
tation, Thers conn be hope
eriminl who lins spéat the major
tlon of hie life In a penitgntiary ail
different times.

How can wa expect
fives and pollee officers to dn thel
duty angd rlsk thelr lves in making
arrests of gullty criminals only to have
them turnod loose by the courts? In-
doed, what is the use of 1t? Ix it child’s
play?

Wa shall
tent with

1040 -

Jan

of

arredted on
tme,

having
hi= T

pors

our
all

of

penitentinry ls for any
It ; ecartainiy for
such copfirmed

weolk,

koys yel s

rac-

nao

our clty detec-

hnve to be
y here, but such

to all the
land to come

not only COT-
nn
vobbers throughout the
here, as this is the only clty in the
world where there ls no punishment
for efime. A. E. TJACKSON.

“Go Away ta Hear the News™
Milwaunkee Sentinel

“Orregon ranchmen have a brand new
plaint; It s that the moving picture
show Is spolling the cowboy,” sald a
Waeasternar who is visiting Milwaukee,

“Film makers demnand thelr services
and pay them handsomely for riding
bucking horses in front of the moving-
plciure camera or for taking part in
an alleged ‘Western dramo.' Tha cow-
boys like the ldea.

“TPhe old ranchers are sore snd I
concenl their hostiiity. They declare
the pletures only make 6Grmery cow-
boys ani give Easternérs wrong ldeas
of lfe in the cattie country.

“As a mAatter of famct, they say, rid-
ing bucklng horses Is bul A =mall part
af a eowhay's life. Aws for tha tra-
ditlonnl Western drama, whera the
ranchmen's daughter marries the he-
role cowboy who folls the traditional
‘gun fightar' of the frontier, the dwell-
ers of the range country have only con-
tempt.”

Sonnds Ominonn,
Chleago Tribune.

Becretary DickKinson arks Congress
for two or three aeroplanes, and in the
next paragraph recommends that inefd
clent army officers’ be dropped.




