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CORKING THE (ONSERVATION BOTTLE

It is for leglsiatora to glve
ETeater the
mendations of an Governor
than the advice outgolng
Governor. It is to the new execulive
that the Legislature must lock for fa-
vorable enonsiderntion of pet meoasures.
the policles of the retir-
while

usual

consideration to recorm.

Incoming
of

o altl

Ceually,
ing Governor are well
outside of the maln lssuess of the pre-

known,
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matters of luterest-
of thelr
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new Governor are

I the ime
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delivery to the legislative

The Oreguonian, therelfore, deems
wise to emphasize the importance of
one at least of the recommendations
mads by Acting Governor Bowerman.
This recommendatic whileh !‘\u-
glven In £ yesterday In The Orego-
nian, deals with the conservation prob-
lem In & manner thorousghly in har

F Wwith the prevalling sentiment of
thr ;'.f--\-.].- nf Cregon

Oregon does not question the great

underilyng principle of “conservation,™

so-called, but It does have a quarrel
with those wha, possessing vague no-
tlona of conditlons in the West, have

playesd gpen popular opinlon or preju-
dice with the word In an effort
bring about something that s not con-

to

servation. A polley that once, as
Governor Bowerman poitits out, Was

fnspired by the desire (O preserve our
watsrsheds, has dJdegenerated Into a
aystem of paternalism undep which the

Government proposes to “retaln the
title to and control of all mineral
lands and avallable waler-power
sltes "™

It is even planned to impose & Fed-
eral tax on the development of water
powers and coal lands—a tax that
must of necessity be pald by Western
consumears

Lands withdrawn under this policy
have includsd great tracts highly sull.
abla for mgriculture. Protests agalnst
this bottling up have frequently been
met by the assertion that under the
provisions of the
tural lands y be nogregated for en-
try by actual settlers. But In actoal
practice the [ntent of the law has been
controverted by the satratagem of the
theorists In forestry department.
Money expended gvod intentions
shown settlers have been lgnorsd
angd the ight to be converted
iato productive fa have almost in-
variably been “reserved for adminis-
trative purposes.”™

A grave absurdity In the situation Is
found in the fact that the state Is ex-
pending taxpayers’ money, Indirectly.
in furthearnnce of the harmful policles
of these uninformed Eastern visione
atles. This money goes to the sup-
poart of the Oregnn Copservation Com-
mission, against which the retiring ex.
ecutive reads the following Indict-

the
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by

lands

real serv-
pther hand,

s parformod i anr
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immation
ice of political ns
< e with whoee
views and policies lin dominant members
catcur
The Indictment s ondoubledly not

directed at the individus)l members of
the Commisslon, but Is justly Intended
as a criticism of the (nfluences that
have warped the rea! purposs of the
erganization into an ald for political
advancement, regurdless of the effect
such procedure might have upon the
presperity and development f the
siate,

The Legisiature need have no hesl-
tancy Im adopting Governor Bower-
man's recommendation that this Com-
mission be aboliahed. Its policles
bave not been in saccord with the
recommendotions of slther the outgo-
ing the Incoming Governor, pnor

O

or
with the desires of an overwhelming
majority of the people of Oregon.

Mones is {1l spent for corking the bot-
tie tha: contains &0 much of Oregon’s
rEsOUrces.

It should not be difMicult for the
Legislature te muke known officially
the views of Oregon on matters of ¢con-
servation, Oregon does not want a
long-distance [nterference with true
development, nor its people taxed for
the muintenance of A cumbersome bu-
reau administered by soft-handed the-
orista. lis objections are directad at
administrative policies which subvert
ihe true meaning and Intent of the
isws and reguiations pertaining to
conservation, and not at a conserva-
tlon that will protect ts resources
from monopoly and Insure proportion-
ate beneflts to present and future gen-
erations

According to the testimony of An-
drew Carnegie, “the more caplial does
for labor the more profit the employer
makes.” Continuing, the Ironmaster
stated that he had not had any strikes
in twenty-six years., “T have not let
any one.” he explained, “have any-
thing o say about labor but myself*™
Mr. Carnegie, employing labor in a
businesa s0 well protected by unfalr
laws and discrimination that even at
the highest-priced labor In the world
It affords such oolossal profits that
ha can with difficulty spend more than
A small portion of his vast income, is
not In a position to offer expert testi-
mony regarding labor sngaged In ordi.
nary Industries where the resultant
profits of the ixbor are only legitimate
and falr. No one grudges Mr. Carne-
gie's high-priced labor, or his low-
priced labor, the comparatively small
portion of the profits that falls to thelr
lat, but it i= the milllons of consum-
ers who are entitled to the credit for
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the House of Lords,

: The Premier announces that the Lib-

Federal [aws agricul- |

| ttence will be an Interesting spectacle

the numerous libraries and peace do-
nations as well as the high wages that
are supposed to prevall in Cammegie
land.

A TIME FOR IRISH PATIENUE,
The Irish members of sAsquith’s
coalition government wish home rule
at once. But Asguith =erves notice
thut the first reform must bhe that of

membars must cOn-
for the “present,

the  Irish
themseives

So

tent

eral majority of the governmept will
rofuse to be “coerced" by the Irish
minority. Any other attitude, ho says
would expose Liberals to the chargs
that they “prefer office to principle;
the retention of office at the price of
the abandonment of principle.”

The Premier declares the “predomi-
nant and governing iesus™ to ba “cur-
taliment of the veto the House of
Lords* A dogzen or a svore of great
causes, he adds, hang upon that lssue
One of these W Irish home rule, “in
purely 1rish affairs"™

Doea this mean indefinite postpone-
ment of homeée rule? Probably notl
but it evidently means deiay for some
tima to come Right now the Irish
will have occasion to exercise sell-
econtrol and moderation Their ex-
plosive, frothy natures they will need
to -hald subdued. They will have 1o
be patient and to refrain from bolt-
Ing the programme. Their only hope
of home rule lles in adherence to the
Liberal coalition. Thelr only possible
friends are In that camp.

Will the Irtsh prove themselves
equal to this emergencyT Wi they
“refuse to play” unless they get what
they want? This ordeal of Irish pa-

of

Victory will be a new triumph in Irish
sMatesmanship

A MERITORIOUS PFENSION BILI.

The ease with which & bhill adding
about 345.000.000 to the pension rolls
of the cmuntry alipped through the
House at Washington offers somae
hope that a pension bill possessing
roal merit, and now before the House
m mesl with aimllar success Thi=
pension bill, which has never ap-
pealed very strongly to Congress, pro-
vides a pension for men who have
become "too old or have been disabled
in the life-saving service. If all the
wloek, well-fed, rich old fellows who
are now <drawing pensions to which
they are not entitled could be relieved
of thelr unearned monthly Instal.
ments of Government money, there
would be ample funds for taking care
of the men who have actually earned
pensions.

A recent extended expose of pension
frauds by & prominent magazine con-
tnined numercus photographe of men
who were drawing pensions for toial
disability, and whp were at the same
time, recalving large salaries for their |
services In commercinl and political
Ufe. The number of patriota for pay
dscoveresd by this maguzine wus =0
Ereat that one can hardly question the
charge that there are thousands of
almilar cases that might be unearthed
if determined efforts were made to
stop the fruuds. With the lifesavers,
the case s different. It requires a
brave man to assume the risks that
nre the essential part of the work, and
a brave man would not as a rule be
seeking & pension to which he was not
entitled and which he did not need.

The Lifesaving Service has become

ons of the most useful and valuable
features of the work of the Govern-
ment. During the year just closel

the men In the service saved or as-
gisted In saving ships and cargoea of
a value of more than $10,000,000. In
these disasters 77,000 lves were In
Jeopardy, but, due largely to the eMi-
clent work of the Lifesaving Service,
vnly 53 lives wera lost. The work In-
volves great hardship, and the men
grow old or are disabled at an age
when, In easter walka of Ufe, they
would still be in thelir prime.

Thus fur the only provision on the
pension order that the Government
makes for the life-savers gives men
who are Injured while engaged in duty
full pay for a year, but never In any
clrcumstance for more than tWo years,
As the pay Is Insufficlent to admit of
any grea: saving, old age finds moat
of these heross objects of charity in-
atefid of the care of thosse whose prop-
erty and lives hiave been zaved by
their efforts

MAKING A GOOD STANRT.

Since January 1 money In an un-
precedentad volume has been pouring
into New York from all parts of the
country. The gauin in surplus reserve
of the clearing-houss bankas New
York for the first week In January was
more than $12,000,000, bringing the
total higher than the figure reached
In any corresponding week since 1369,
For the week ending last Saturday the
record-breaking was still more pro-
nouncead The surplus reserve was not
only the highest on record at that date,
but it resched & higher figure than had
been touched since early jast Septem-
ber, when money stocks were being
accumulated”™ for crop-moving pur-
poses. That there should be such an
accumulation of money In New York
at this time seems all the more re-
markadb® when ft is noted that the
dishursementis through the New York
banks on January dividend account
wera more than $300,000.000

With this direct, tangible avidence
that there {8 an abundance of money
in the country, It Ia not unreasonable
to expect & return of confidence, which
in the East has been missing for many
months. The monsy which i now
flowing into New York in record-
breaking volume has fulfilled its crop-
moving mission In the West and South
and = avallable for other purposes.
Az soon as there is a rastoration of
confldence, borrowers and lenders will
got together and make use of L. An
ecarly settlement of some of the most
Important suite agninst railroads and
other Industrial corporations would
undoubtedly prove highly beneficiai to
every one, not excepting the defend-
ants. Nearly every prominent rail-
rond n the country Is In need of
money with which to construct new
lines or repair old ones, but just at
present rallroad securities are far from
attractive to Investors,

That there is excellent reason for
the Investing public to steer clear of
them., a8 well as from Industrial stocks,
is quite strikingly shown In a recent
compliation giving the values of
ninety-five prominent rallroad and
the same number of industrinl stocks
at the close of business December 31,
1809, and_on the same date in 1910,
In that twelve months the rallroad
stocks showed a deprecilation of $851.-
295,000, or 15.93 per cent: the indus-
trial stocks depreciated $484,.508,000,
or 18.89 per cent, or a total for hoth
industrials and rallronds of $1.236,-

of

203,000, or 14.85 per cent. Without |

fAlscussing the merits or the demerits
of the causes which have combined
to make rallroad and industrial securl-
ties such an unpopular form of Invest-
ment, it is easy to understand that no
cautiois Investor would care to put his
money In anything where It would lose
nearly 15 per cent in a single year.
Meanwhile new wenlth Is belng cre-
ated mora rapidly than ever before,
and it !s crowding right along on the |
heels of that already in use.  The cor- |
poration and the anti-corporation, the |
raliroad and the anti-rullrosd, Torces
will settle thelr differences and get

down to business on a new basis, Ore- Ffasm again.

gon for the past year has experienced |
with very pleasant sensations what |
it menns to have the railroads spend- l
Ing millions in new construction, and |
would ke to see financial conditions
adjusted so that similar prosperity |
could gpread over the rest of the coun-
It woulll increase the Aemand for
Oregon lumber, apples, salmon, hops
and other products,

T¥.

HARD ON OREGON PROJECTS
Between Senator Carter and the
Army board, Oregon Irrigution proj-
ects suffer rough handling. | Senator
Carter's tender sensibiiities n‘c much
stirred by accusatlons of lack of
“falth, i not integrity."” agalnst
“those charged with the management
of the Reclamation Service” at Kiam-
ath, and he declares In substance that
the EKilamath project "nm'rr,lhouidl
have heon undertaken by the Govern-
ment.”™

Senator Carter’s (dea of a reclama-
tlen project that deserves x?nornull
support Is that it shall be located in
Montana. His consplcuous success In
persusding the Army board to the
sagne view In its distribution of the
$45.000,000 reclamation fund would
appear to show that the Montana detl-
nition of a meritorious reclamation
scheme hax powerful approval

Yet Senator Chamberlain, who Is
alse & member of the Senate |rriga-
tlon committee, could do little or noth-
ing for Klamath or for West Umn-
tilia. Did Carter bamboozie and hyp-
notize him, tooT

FREE TASSES AGAIN?T
The bill intended to compel raflroad
companies to lssue free transportation
comes up at an inopportune time. Just
at present there Is more anti-rallroad

legislation before the people than
aver.

The raliroads complain that they
are belng taxed too heavily and that

they are not recelving rates in kecop-
Ing with the service they give. Every
dendhead they would carry under the
proposed law, whelher offlclal or oth-
erwise, would to A degree reduce ths
révenues and offer an excuse for the
roads make reclprocal demands
on the atate. Having at last got this
rallroed business down to n business
basis, woyld it not be well to keep it
thera and nelther be obliged to ask
nor recelve favors from the roads?
Any state official, even a member of
the Legisiature, who objected to pay-
ing his fare, could of course resign.
1t should also be remembered that
the people have already voted once

to

on thils pass proposition and re-
jected it.
THE NEW TIME'S PROGRESS,

Nevar before, In this Northwest
country, were opportunitiea for hand
and brain varied. Some persons
may find difficulty In fitting into this
new growth that Is now pressing for-
ward. In every country and in every
time there have been such. But st no
time in the history of Oregon and
Washington has such variety of em-
ployment presented itself to resldents
and newcomers.

in agriculture and in animsl hus-,
bandry activities are multiplying,
New lessons of frultgrowing are con-
tUnually Impressing themselves on
our peopie. The apple, the pear, the
strawberry, the grape, the peach, the
cherry, esach and all are contributing
to the progress of the country as
would not have Qeen thought possible
ten or fAfteen yearx ago. Boil, altitude,
molsture of each locality are coming
to be understood In thelr Jiffering con-
ditlonas, The buslness of dalrying,
though not growing as rapidly as the
people’s needs for its products, Is con-
stantly improving. Breeding of sheep,
cattle, goats nni hoga makes steady

8O

gnln= Also that of poultry. The
country’s business Iin manufactures
shows steady expansion. More and

more the population iz consuming the
goods Of Its own factorles. New rall-
roads are opening up new locallties, |
each of which will turn It= wealth Into
the general store and wlil be developed
nlong the lines of its own best produc-
tive power.

A thrifty people Is ane that has
many wants and s able to satisfy
them. A people that turns most re-
sources lo account ls one that has
highest place in the world's prosperity.
Resources are not thus wasted; they
are converted Into human comforts.
But a people that must depend on Im.
ported goods Is poor indeed. It does
not get ahead, It Is laggard In the
warld procession.

Oregon and Washington are depend.
ing less and less on Importations of
produce and frult from Califérnia.
They are canning more and more of
thelr own products of orchard and
garden. Thelr furniture factories are
suppiyving their bomes, Thelr own clay
Is burnt into bricks and tile. Thelr
own shops are making thelr engines
and muchinery. Thelr woolen mills
are enlarging thelr product.

All this Is causing the country to
make fast galna, So litle of this
work was done here In the olden time
that the country's progress was slow.
The early cltiztens who hoped that they
would live to sse the burzing hives of
industry that they pictured In their
dreams= passed to the undiscovered
ecountry with their pictures nnrealized.

It hne taken 80 years of tollsome
growth to crente in these two states
homes and sustenance for thelr 2,000,-
000 people. Blow, exasperatingly slow,

the early progress was. Now, how-
ever, the growth is fast. The 2,000.-
008 population will be doubled,

trebled, in but & fraction of the long
period that has passed.

There are opporiunities for purpoese-
ful energy In this country in more var-
led number than ever before. But the,
men and the women who come here to
take up tnsks should be equipped for
what they undertike to do. The “Im.
migration™ that comes simply for a
“change™ or thinking that lfe here
may be lees Iaborious than elsewhere,
or that, In spite of shiftieskness, there
will be some way to “get along.” will
be sorely disappointed: But the im-
migration that has wiling hands and i=

on its “rights” to delve Into the hard
tasks; that applles prudence, foresight
and-industry to its Iabors—this kind
of newcomers will be richly rewarded.

The early Inhabitants of Oregon ahd
Washington dreamed of the big doings
of the present day & quarter of a cen-
tury ngo. When Henry Villard, at
that time, offered the peopld here the
frults of his rallrond genius, their en-
thusinsm surpassed that of the people
of the presént day. When the Oregon
Short Line and Union Pacific and the
Southern Paclic made connections

“with this country thera was enthusi-

But after each of these
great exploits the country still lagged.
Pregress was still slow.

Now, however., we are fairly enterad
into the new time. Tt iz an opening
that thrills our people, ploneers and
newcomers. ‘This country has a self-
dependence and a self-rellance that it
never had Wfore.

The Harrlman tunnel under the pen-
insula is completed and it {s announced
that it will admit of a reduction
thirty minutes In the running time be-
tween Portland and Puget Sound, The
Northern Paclfic Rallroad Company,
owner of the track which ls now joint-
ly used between Vancouver and Ta-
coma by thes three roads,

Puget Sound, and when that work s
completed and the roadbed la worn
down there should be an opportunity
for a reduction still further In time.
Portiand and the Puget Sound citles
are growing so rapidly and have =0
much In common that the time is ap-
proaching when limited trains making
vary few stops will carry passengers
through from Portland to Tacomsa in
about three hours without encounter-
ing risks of consequence.

In a review of prospects requiring
the attention of machinery houses in
the early part of 1911, a Seatile corre-
spondent in the annual number of the
Iron Age takes a very optimistlc view
of Northwest trade conditions. It is
interesting to note that of eleven pros-
pects of magnitude mentlonod five are
in Oregon, and that two others have

Oregon companies behind them In
this 1list ere named the proposcd
Springfleld electric power plant; Im-

provements At the West Coast mines
at Bohemla; the appropriation of
3750,000 for Improvements by the
Portland Gas & Coke Company; the
bond Issue of $30,000 at Falls City for
water works; the letting of contract
for an auxillary steam plant by the
Mount Hood Rallway & Power Com-
pany: the new generating plant in
Chehalis to be bullt by a company
having headquarters in Portland and
the plan of Barr Bros-Hogera Cutlery
Company, of Eugene, to bulld a plint
at Palo Alto, Cal

Toabacco growers In farty countles
in Kentucky have voted to abandon
this year's crop of white burley to-
bacco. This action is taken for the
purpose of decreasing the supply and
increasing prices. The territory In-
volved is that in which the night rid-
ers have bean quite active for the past
threa years, and presumably if some
Kentuckian of the Daniel Boone type
attempts to prove this is a free coun-
try by putting in a crop of tobacco he
will be murdered or malmed In regu-
lation night-rider style, There Is good
soll In Kentucky, and it will produce
crops other than tobacco. Perhaps
some of the tobacco men may get in &
crop of something else this year that
will pay s0 much better than tobacco
that it will no longer bs necessary to
grow the “weed” and thus Invite the
attacks of the cowardly night riders,

Little by little baseball magnates nre
getting common sense beaten Into
thelr heads., The Iatest manifesta-
tion of the phenomenon is a rule that
umpires’ eyes must be examined, They
need It. Oh, how many, many timea
in Portland Jast season were the Call-
fornia autocriuts aMicted wwith astig-
matism! Wonder how often the eyes
must be inspected. An umpire might
be onto his job all right Tuesday, but
suppose that night he looked at the
electroller several times through the
bottom of a beer glass. Would his

iensea focus asccurately at Wednes-
day's game? It may prove a wiss
plan to test the evesight of players

#lso, Baseball everywhere ls profita-
ble, #0 why not each club carry an of-
ficial oculist on the aggregation’s pay-
roll? Then if the home team loses,
mob the eye doctor

The United States has the greatest
warship afloat. The Arkanszas, which

wus= lsunched at Phlladelphia Saturs
day, has a dozen l12-Inch guns and
when she gels busy with all her

equipment she can throw about 11,000
pounds of broadside shot. The vessel
is of 26,000 tons displacement and will
carry eighty-five officers and more
than 1000 men. Unfortunately for
Uncle Sam, the glory of having the
greatest battleship afloat may not rest
with us very Jlong. The Arkansas le
only 60 per cent completed, and prob-
ably by the time the other 40 per cent
has been attended to some of our for-
élgn nelghbors who are racing each
other in the big-ship competition =ill
have launched a still greater craft.

“Now that Oregon is entitled to an-
other Congressman, The Oregonian
wants both Congressmen to come from
the Willamstte Valley,” remarks the
Malheur Enterprise. It may not be
worth while, but The Oregonian will
endeavor to enlighten the Malhaur pa-
peér to the extent of Informing It that
Oregon now has two Representatives
in Congress, and ugder the reappor-
tionment will have tku-. The Orego-
nian has, moreover, mafle no SUgEes-
tion that “both” or sll Representa-

Yives come from the Willamette Valley,

or anywhere. It is indifferent. Though
it naturally desires that they come
from somewhere In Oregon.

This Government is too easy with Its
wards. A bill is pending to allow the
Apaches held at Fort Sill to return to
the reservation. Of course they can
do mo more killlng of white settlers,
but release from prison will lessen
punishment, and that is what should
not be done with an Apache.

The two-score people who spent four
days comfortably In & Great Northern
train In Montana, snowbound and the
mercury at 58 below, learned some-
thing of modern rallroading.

—

Testing the eyes of Natlonal Leagus
umpires will provide men avho can
sidestep when an indignant runner
“sees red."” -

—— —— ———|

Butler Ames, old Ben's grandson,

has the proper blood to welcome a

nat tos proud nor too firmly planted | controversy with the Colonel

“ ih

. g el

- 1
.

C
F-a % o

of |

is double- '
tracking the line between Kalama and |

QUESTIONS FOR SINGLE-TAXERS.

Why Not He Contemt With Present
Great Growth and Prosperity?
PORTLAND, Or, Jan. 13—{To the
¥ditor.)—The recent disgussion on "Sln-
gle Tax" between Messrs. Cuslok and
Himes, found on the ed!orial page of
The Oregonlan, has interested me, and

I bave hoped to Ees mors of It
Mr. Himesa says: "It s not the pur-
poss of single tax to place all taxes on

in unused city sites held for specuiln-
tlon, and franchises which are land val-
lnes held Ly publie utility corporations.”

Does he mean, for Instance, that va-
which

cant land adjoining lIend on
stands a akyscraper should be taxed
about the same amount as the owner

of the skyscraper pays7 That the owner
of Iand bextde a mlll, factory, or wharf
should pay as much as the ownars of
thess? That an employs trying to save
up encugh %o pay for a eouple of jots
on which to build & home should pay
tha same as hiz employer who has a

fine home nearby piyvs on the samse
nombar of lots under his Improve-
| ments?

Would he try to force the buliding

of Improvements to make land pay, re-
garvdleas of the financ'al condition of
owners or whether they (the improve-
menta) conid be made to pay., In com-
petition with properties already buiit?

Would he force heavy toll from own-
ers of a franchise before the use of
sald franchise could he made to pay.
or walt until it did pay?

Would capltalists lomn money
provements and enterprises thus
uated?
l Would people want to buy Jand un-
der such condition? If not, which way
would the value of land goe, and how
iong before the land would go for taxes,
Aand could it be used (0 pay public
bliis?

He mays thera would bhe “Impetus to
business, and rise In ¢ity land values™
algo “The so-called single tax would
check apeculation and discourage land
monopoly.” How bhoth

T quote further: “Under n
of land-value tax there I8 much
land In Oregon now taxed becau
n private hands, that should not b«
taxed at all, ag It has no rental or use

on im-
slt-

these?
sy Etem

value,™

Who owng these worthiess lands?
Speculators?! How abont the wvalue of
a town lot Iif it could not be made to
pay, or was of no raental or “use
valne™?

Ha say®s : “The agricultural class will

have nothing to fear; the values are not
in the couniry districts, but in the citias;
the farmers will be relleved of some of
their unjuest burdens '

If the values are not high In the coun-
iry how about land selllng from $10 to
41000, per acre and going higher? Io the
poor farmer! Can he now raise enough
to supply the demands of his city broth-
ern at “high com of lHving'" pricea?

Mr. Himes writes further, that "for the
benefit of all, the slogan and advice of
Jumes J. Hill, *Back to the Iand,” should
he realized.” If the people were too poor
to live In town, what would they buy
high priced lamd and equipments with,
and who would they w#2ll thelr produca
to If the cltles werg balf depopulated,
and the producers ten times o= mduy a9
now?

Portland and vicinity are
tarion by which to Judge
Unlted Binles, and nearly every
busy and contented. We are bull
the dwelllngs and business blocks that
the growth of the count and city de-
mamiy on a paying basls

a fair cri-
the whola

Reasonahle
people of all closees ara banking on the
prosperity and. stability of things as
they now are and may continpe to be
until unwise peopls may, through the
unwise system of law making under the
[nitiative and referendum disrupt thing.
How would it do for chronle agitatore
to let well enougl alone for hile or

awiile
until them iy & slight reason for com-
plaint and not be continually trylng (o
get In contact with some one o guss
or cusw them, G. B. TUCKER,
153 Fiske street,

Reply to Mr. Cuslch.

PORTLAND, Or., Jan. 10.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Friend W. A. Cusick has some queer
idens of the single tax that 1 cannot ?
responstble for. Thanking The Oregonian
for the space devoted, and not wishing
to tréspass too greatly, allow me to polnt
out same of them coxpossd to the publle
In his communication of January &

“Above ground” property: Wha an
earth does friend Cuwick mean by that?
1 never used the termu, 1 never heard
of such a definitipn used, but as he
quotes’ It 1 presume somébody did. No
one in Oregon hoas ever proposed such a
definition in any law that the writer
ever heard of. Is Cuslek's dea that the
single tex proposes to tax the cellar and
toundations and not the ho . the hull
of a ship below the water [ine mnd not
the sails? Absurd!

But this 18 the propusition of the land
value tax messure that will shortly be
placed before the people of Maltnomah
County:

Exempt all improvements or
propertiy from toxa n: iax
values, timber, mineral waalth,
way, frunchises of pablic o
This would not consider whether a tre
or A house was below or above il
ground, or whether s machine wans in th
cellar or the attic.

Another queer use of English afflicts
friend Cusick when ha talks of the *‘lax
burden'’ of Multnomah County belng In
credased by $100,000,000 In 19089 =all e
taxes of the county amounted to 34,384,000
In round numbers The tax burden by
exempting 4mprovements and personal
property could not possibly bo Increased
to 100,000,000, He probaoiy means that
the taxes on this jatter sum would be
| added to the present tax on land values,

In accordance with caleulationsa made
the best real

e

personal
all land
rights of
porations

lfr.‘m the official returns by
estatea and actuaries figures in no cass
]w(\u]:l the tuxes on Jand valves of the

doubled In county

lfi-rrn"rs ba any in
| Oregon. although In some cases the taxes
on {dle lands would be so Increased. The
working and producing people of Malheur
County. Including merchants and pro-
i fesslonnl men, pay $57.000 too thuch. All
| county toxes of Malheur In 1NS
apmounted to less than $§112000. The land
'qppm:.'-nmrn pafd over §50.00 too Ilittle,
and so on In other countries

If the Iarge land holder with noe im-
provements ls nssessed more. he will sell
to gomeons who will use, or, he will use
himself. That wlll bs the general ten-
dency of a tax on land wvalues—to put »
premium opon use,

The farmer, on the other hand actually
using his land, has now, and always and
avarywhers ham. s great amount of

| capital® invested in !mprovements, The
| effect of » Iand valus tax is to encourage
| Bim to use nis land, to improve his land
land to upbuild and besutify his home.
The more he does so the better he s

the

off. The speculator selllng his lands will
sell to those who will use and develop
it. The conflsentory part of the taxa-

who now

tlon question lays with thosa
! tax the worker for his industry and

thrift.
The error of friend Cusitk. as Wwith

| many other wise men, consiets in con-

poor
o it is |

iand, but on land values, found largely |

shack, are exempt from taxation, the dif-
ference being takeh up by land values

The farmed lands of Oregon are as-
sessed on an aAverage 258 mors than
unimproved land alongside. The tax on
that sum amounts to the fine levied for
clearing and plowing and preparing land.
In the aggregate it amounts to millions in
taxes pald by farmers In excess of thelr
Just share.

¥riend Cuslick should read up, and not
depond upon hearsay for his ideas of the
single tax. Find out what its advocatas
proposs, and then seek the facts

ALFRED D. CRIDGEL

EQUAL HEADWAY BY CARS NEEDED
Former Traffic Man Points Out DIffi-
culties Encountered.
PORTLAND, Or., Jan. 8—(To the Bdl-
tor.)—As [ have recently become & per-
manent East Side resident of this city
and having severad my connecllon with
he Twin City Rapld Transit Company,
with whom I havos been assoclated in dif-
ferent capacities for nearly 17 yeara the
frequent letters by the people and artl-
cles criticiz ths strect rallway e=rv-
lce in U dity have led me to miaks a
study of the Jocal situatlon to see if
In my judgment the service could not
be improved and perhaps offer a sugges-

e

tion to tha local company In this line
which, on account of my experience,
might perliaps be taken kindly.

In the TwWin Cltles we held the eafety
of the public to be of first import-
ance and then came the maintenance of
cams on an equal headway., 1 presume
that the local company to its own

terest would consider safely first but to
a casual observer It would seem that

meintalning time a:hedules was the lnst
thing considarced
{mnp‘.o who
eing

snd hera is where the
must depend on the csrs
on time come in with thelr eridd-
becauss there can never be affiolent
unless cars are run on an equal
From experience I know =a

time s cannot be put Into prac-
tical operantion as long ae cars as well a8
averything are held up from & to 15

on account of openlng of the
Tuke, for instance, a line operated on
a ten-minute sche i If o cay on that
Iling §3 hell up on the bridge say HAve
minutes, the congest! resultlng from
opening the draw length of time
would, during rush hours when team
triy s heavy, delay It another fiva

m which wounld glve it an overload
g It to lose another ten minutes

reaching the end of tha
In placa of a ten-minute
would have 3 minutes head-
jamming and crowding
others would bo
The only way to
would
the

causin
before
line, =0
sarvice we
way with people
the first car while
comparatively empty.
get a tan-minute service agaln
e  to turn beck before reaching
terminal of tha linea.

Now that same coar may
some other time of the day

the

be held at
when traffic

is not @ hewvy and only lose whatever
time It would take to open and close
the draw and still be nble to tnke care
6 exira passepgers occasioned by

uch delay
It hins mixpo been my experience that
whe rer carm are behind time the
d af accidents ls much greater,
Therefors it is only reszonabla to belisve
that the company should. In order to
avold acellents and ecritlelsm by the
publle on account of late and bunched
cars, make rery effort to maintaln the

dule.

lso heard the people criticise
tha e pany for turning cars before
reaching terminals However undesir-
able to have to change from one car
to another it is tha only way 1o get
back to an equal headway. Now I do not

know thls to be a fact but liave been In-
formed by residents of Portland that
there ore the s=ame number of brig
cromsing the Willamette at the presant
time that there was ten years ago and
I see by the recent census flgures that
the city has Increased In population
during the same period over 100 per cent.

It iz very evident that elther yon hnd
too much transportation facllitles In the
way of bridges ten years ngo, which I»
hardly probable judging by my exp ri-
snce with municipal affairs, or you hava
no adequate facilitles to.handla twice the
number of people now Lhat you did then.

It Is hardly falr to operiating
condltions here 1o ' existing In
Minneapolls, as the stre Areé TAITOW

here, which makes rapid transit exceed-
ingly dangerousm Thew the blocks uare
only 200 feat long, as against from 400 1o
500 in Minneapolis, dtating freguent
stops with correspondingly slower sched-
ules. BHut a few minutes more running
tme would hardly be noticeabls If the
headway could be maintalned particular-
during the two hours in the morning
two-thirde of the

necd

Iy
and evaning when ov
davs traffic l=s handled.

It seoms o me that soms ¢ promise
could be arranged between the y and
the nuvigation compunles whereby the
vridges could be closed sa¥ betwesn &:30
wn o A. M. and 4:30 and &30 P. M.,
which wonld remove the greatost obatacle
the company has to contend with ss it
would also remove the hest excuse the
compuny has to offer for not maintaining

better service,
In conclusion lot me stats that I am
not now connected with thia or any
other street rallway compsny but have
entered Into businese for myself.
CARL 0. DONALDEON,

8 East Seventh street.

a

Roster of Washington Officers.
WHITE B8AILMON, Wash., Jan. 14.—(To
the Editor.)—Will you pleass publiah in
The Oregonlin a roster of the st offi-
cers of the State of Wash ton, also the
Senators and Hepresentatives In Congress
from Washington, A large numbar of
eighth grade puplls are to take the &x-
amination January 19 and 20 and that
question s frequently asked Your com-
pliance will be greatly apprecinted.
A, E WOOLPERT.

The state anéd Congressional offlcers in
Washington, not Including department
heads or comm!ssioners appolnted by the
Governor follow: Governor, M. E. Hay;
Lieutenant-Governor, wvacant; Secretary
of State, I. M. Howell; Treasurer, John
(3. Lewis: Land Commissioner, B W,
Roew; sohool Superintendent, H. B.
Dewey: Auditor, €. W. Clausen: Attorney-
QGeneral, W. P. Bell Insura nce Commle-
stoner, J. H. Bchively; Justices of Su-
preme Court, R. O. Dunbar, F. H. Rudkin,
M. A. Fullerton, 8. J. Chadwick, Wallace
Mount. H. D. Crow, M. F. Gose, W, M.
Morris, B2 N. Parker; Unlted States Sena-

| tors, W. L. Jones, 8. H. Plles (Senatars

elect to succeed Plles—Ailes Poindexter);
will B

| Representatives In <Clongress,
Humphrey., W. W. McCredie, Miles Poln-
dexter (Congressmen-elect 1o succeed

' founding In his mentnl processes the im- |

provements and personal property
the farmer with
The two are entirely separate and dls-
tinct. The farmera of Oregon are as-
| sesmed on over $10000,000 worth of Im-
| provements classified s land. They pay
over $2000000 In taxea on thess Improved
values, whick they abkould not pay. A
tax on land wvalues would relleve them
of this

An ounce of fact i» worth a pound af
in Van-

theory. The facts developed
couver, B, . and hundredg of ather
pluces throughout the world. absoiutely

and ipvariably uophold the contentions of
the single taxers, in #o far as thelr prin-
elples have been applied. Mr. Cusick
should go to Vancouver and find @gut who

the mechaniec, the palace of the million-
| alre, the blg business bullding and the

of |
his actual land values |

MeCredle and Poindexter—Stanton War-
burton, Willam La Follatte).

—_—

Buflding l!“l'ﬂf!lonl.
PORTLAND, Jan, 12—(To the Edltor.)—
Please inform me through The Oregonian
it there is a Jimit to the helght of the
bulldings to bs erected In Portiand, and
if so. how many stories may there le
in one bullding? If this be true, Ia there
any way In which a person or persons
enn ersct A structura of more than 20
floors? A BUBSCRIBER.
The recently-adopted bullding ordl-
nance restricta the helght of business
blocks to 160 feet and 12 siories.

Parcels Post In Emgh

PORTLAND, Jan. 14—{(To the EAJi-
tor.) — Regurding parcels post, for
whieh & great part of opposition has

come from dealers, I wish to say that

| in Burope small and large dealers are

paye the taxes now that the cottage of |

those who use most the parcels post
system. Practically the peopie order
whatever parcels they want through
thelr dsalers, as It saves them time and
trouble. They do mot pay any more
than If they ordered directly and the
dealers make thelr commission.
L E N

OREGON WOOL AND OREGON APPLE

State Hna Equal Opportunity to BHe
Famous for Its Textiles,
PORTLAND, Jan 14.—{(To the

tor.)—Nothing has ever taken me back

to old Engiond in the last 221 years &s
did the sheep show While walking
sround among the beautifil o A
teemead to me 1 was in 1RT~
ket of one of the cou t of
Enginnd on a market das cepecially
sa when [ got to Colswolds T was
right at h

(the home

only 16

miles
Gloucestar, my

Innd but nes
at the Oregon s

I wits mu
of the Ji
that Ore
sol]
and

waers

wing. 1

woolEr

h .t v
Now, It Is nat nly

mada Hood F

honest

s,
that
the wWas
one saes Lthe
that the apple
the old gam
center flled with s
Epples

This

of &n article t
ons why t!

big price t
The whole v

tions the credit
allng one of ti A
tiona In the wr

Now, wonldn't |
hear thess same iT
toxtlile Exports 1%
are g d. Mr. Fi .
phin « ert, & year O AEO admitle
that our ollmatle "N s well
a8 the soflt water L il
mountain s=ir t eE-
coelled nt leas te

When we gat 3
worsteds, then
known as the bemt pince
States for the manufacture
and then will ba the tin
will be nble to-get fror s
more per yard for g me
quulity as that wvored

sectlons of tho oc

Waestarn Oregon

to the best In the
turing first-class
finké cor "
Belves on d dnes on
Eood frult, the g a pridae
ut us and pr 5, tha
ker will we t rent
of money 10w gOeN
for el worn in
re It would he to have & man
to you and =ay. “Jim, 1 o
you are wearing Is that
or Scoteh?™ unnd then to
¥ to him in nnawer, “Tha
Boods in t sult was mads right here
in Oregon. fror wool grown in Ore-
gon.,” The people are all ready to buy

ny the p

these goods und ready to 3
reason t

for them, and what is tk

our wools, climate and water cnnn
have a falr chance to show the world
what we can do in the production of
woolun fabriles as well as grov fine
apples? I am, -yours respectfully,

CHARLES CQOPEY.

THE DINER IN THE CAFETERIA.
Annoyed One Compleinse of Wordy
Menu Assaulis by Servers,
PORTLAND, Jan, {To the Editor.)—
“"A Berver." (or hie) states in The
Oregonian of January 13, scems to have
troubles, and nlso = it K thar
s butl one to this gue } I
many other gquestions,

thut It lia=s two

I have scen many
the “‘chutes"” g
tering an un

aE 8

slde

an onsis
firet server
ona with a wh
an lmmensa b
he makes rapld
Ings on a long st

elgn look upon
long-drawn wall:
“Roast !

Bir; with

ps you had an
ed the ploce of
haps you mig

1 you Eaw (a1}
did sou :
this fire or

to hang onto
ordinary
selecting
will
you

On you go:
hot rolis-soup?

presidin

wera left to

no trouble In at once mel
Ing exactly what

tone of wvolce and
abusad cs
around

bearlng down
nd. and

| book

not be stopg yYou
riedly: “Gimma some
wanted some of those mashed potatoes
with gTayy, but were tpo confussd and
frightaned to know how to

And so it goea on down
vegetables, ples, puddings .
You know you want
had time to think, bul nes of
eleventeen kinds o tinually
ringing In your eurs 1 can't think

more thon stop to read »
on & ba

I will venture
NAry person
& chance to 1
wanted, the seérvers wi
a vory bad customer. 1t
slblae they creats somo
troubles. And then, we sl
the golden rule, you Know.

any
tha ordl-
1If, glven
whnnt e

find

him

A DINER.

e
Farmers Bullding Fireproof Homes.

118 News.

ANee Companins’
Unlon of Indians, association made
up of organizations w hich protest !!1(! 1=
pands of Indiana farm homes from fire

Indinnag
The Mutusl Ins

nan

lo=ses, mel recen e V. Kell,
of Huntertown, ) the as-
goclation, made his annual address
He sald one good resuit that ls com-
ing out of the scarcily f timbar In
that the farmers are making steady ad
vances In the dirsction of Tre] f

homes and barns. Safety from fire
15 spreading in the rural distriots s
electric and gas lighting have begun to
tiuke the place of tallow coadles and
oil jamps.

Arizona and New Mexico,
“MINTO, Wash., Jan. 13.—(To the Ed
Itor. > —WIill you kindl inform m 1
to whether New Mexico and Arizona
have been admitted as states, If =o,
when? A SUBSCRIEER

New Moxico and Arizdna are not yot
states. Congrese hax passed an act
providing for their admisaion, but the
constitutions adopted by the prospec-
tive stutes have not yet been approved




