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ADROIT SHARPER
JWINDLE BANKER

Whole Northwest Field
of Operation.

PORTLAND MEN LOSE HEAVILY

Confidence Established by Pa-
tientlv Laid Plans.

LAWYER UNWITTING AID

Xote Prepared for Collection and Gen-
ulne Check Make Credit Good.
Seattle, Tacoma and Walla
Walla Also Caught.

CAUVGHT AT
ARK.

Jan

ALLEGED FORGER
BOT SFPRINGS,
AOT EPFRINGE. Ark,
Craries M. Everett, charged specil
feally with having forged New York
Arafts drawn through People’s
Fav » Bank of GSestile, the
(1.1 t of §153], waa arrested hers
tsflay By bank destectives alfisr &
chase which has extesdsd through &
balf dossg Western statse
That Paclfie Coast btanks receni-
iy Rave lost hsavily through the l»-
sua~ce of fracdulent paper and that
Astectives ars within reaching &le-
tance of ssveral mapn alleged to Sars
had a part !n the transactioas. s
intimated hy Sstastivas hara Other
arrests ars axpectsd within a few
dayn. It is sald, put for the present
Aetally of the alleged swindle are
withheld
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Aftor carrying on for meore than &
s successful bank swindling schemae
ogh which bankers and business men
n various cities on the Pacifie Const wera
fletced of muns ranging from B8O to
Roy R Thorpe. alism George 8
mpeon, was arrested by Pinkerton de.

ectives st Hot Springs, Ark., Baturday
Inight. Thorpe's twe sccomplices, J. O.
nes  and Rose Corelll, are belng

badowed and, tha detactives sy, will De
rrewied within a weak.
Among the heaviest losers in the opera-
lons of the Thorpe gang are the Mer-
hants’ Nationa! Bank of Portland, a Se-
ttle bank. thres banks at Walla Walla,
yne al Tacoma, two in Nevada and twoat
san Francisce. In sddition, merchants in
he various clties viaited by the swindlers
a bilked of thousands of dollars of
ewalry, dlamords and other waluable
nerchandiss
Prominent Men Hoodwinked.
s axtent of their operations, the suc-
wileh attended them In every case,
hoodwinking of both bankers and
wominent lawyers and ths effrontary of
we gang in following up Its work from
¢ to eity without delection are features
nich make M the most siriking swinding
ame In the criminal anunals of the Pa-
1c Coamst
Henry E _von Groepewald, superinten-
ent of the Plnkerton Detective Agency
n Portand, who has been on the trail of
& trin since they operated in Portland
aw May. sald yesterday that Thorpe and
worked the smoothest
ame aver broughbt to his attention. Be-
des the Pinkertons three other detfec-
jve agencies have been working on the
as0 minre the Thorpe crowd began thelr
wdling regime atl San Francises more
3 & year ago. The civveruess displayed
y ibe gang In eluding officees and
jeuths convinoes Mr. Voo Groenewald
at Thorpe and Hom are veleran crimi-
als although the Portland office has no
wcord of them before thelr appearance
the Pacllic Conet.
Plans Well Laid.
The general plan of the swindlers was
open real estats or stock brokersge
Nices In the large citlea and to cultivate
confidence of prominent attorneys
whom the gang was able to
ank'ng relations and create &
anking credit. The first swindle that
s aucress however, was bamed upon
rpresentalions that the two men had
ade a big “clean-up” In ths Alaskan
id ficida, when they announced in the
Franclisco newspapers that they had
cided fo conmiguct a mammoth sky-
in Ban Fraocisco, they were met
hands by bankers and busi-
A ¢leverly forgeed bank draft
) puwporting (o have been drawn
back st Juneau, Alaska, was ac-
pted by the Anglo-London-Paris Bank
f San Franelsco. Hefors the bank dis-
wered the fraud, Thorpe and Roms, who
ere operating then under other names,
socured SIS0 By simlilar methods,
succerded obtalning a Iarge
wunt from Metropolls Truet &
vings Hank of San Francisco It Is
kpown that Rose Corelll mas con-
cted with them were
iy  Francieco,

Work Takes Several Months,

two camie to Portland and re-
hers sevaral months before
their carefuily planned
wme 1o defraud the Merchants Na-
nal Bank of $2300, When In Port-
2d Thorpe went under the name of
worge § Sumpeen. Ross left bl part-
here and went on to Pocateilo.
paha, where he entadblished himself as

axpert stock breeder. Soon after-
mrd, Thorpe, or Stimpson, presented a
. to a Portland attor-
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3 PITCHED DOWN |
ELEVATOR SHAFT

JANITORS NARROWLY ESCAPE !
DEATH IN CAPITOL.

Twoe Fall Head First and Save Them-
sclves Only by Grasping Cable
Attached to Car.

STATE CAPITOL. Salem. Or., Jan. 34—
iBpecla®—Charies Rockwell, bend Ianitor
with George Inns-

of the Stats Capital,

ford and Henry Hidebrand. empioyed at
| the Caplitol had a narrow escape from
death this morning, when a ntanlli

stretched across the third sory of !1l"li,

slevator shaft hroke and hurled them
domn the whaft Hildebrand wns on a
ndder on the fourth floor, the ladder

resmting on the plank of the floor below,

Rockwell and Dunsford were standing oh
the plank.
When the plank broke in the center,

Dunsford and Rockwell were hurled head
downward, but succeeded in grasping the
cable. Thelr hands were badly burned and
they recelved peVErD wrenches and
brulses, but were not otherwise Injured

Hildebmand dropped with his feet fore-
most from the fourth fipor to the top
of the elevator, which was stationary be-
tween the first and second floorm He fell
nn his back., recelving mevere cuts and
brulses. but will recover.

Hildebrand keaems to bear a charmad
Hfe, a®» a féew months ago he was em-
ployed at a ranch pear the eity and was
sawing iimbs from trees. He climbed to
the end of one of thems IImbe, turned and
sawed the limbd in toward the tree, fall-
ing to the ground as he severed the lImb.
He esciped at that time with a fow/
hrulses. This mornlng he fell about 23
feel.

The Capitol elevator will probabiy be
replaced by a4 new one this session, ae
repalry are necemsary upon 1t every day
or two and have been for several monthse
it i» connidered dangerous by many of the

Statehouse attaches, regardless of the
fact that It travels at only a snail's
pace.

BRADY SUFFRAGE APOSTLE

Governor of ldaho Honored; Ta-
coma s Headquarters.

TACOMA, Wash., Jan. 15.—At the
final mesting of the delegates of the
National Council of Women Voters In
this city today, 1t was decided to or-
ganize an advisory boanl. headed Dby
Governor J. H. Brady, of Idaho. Isasc
W, Btavens, of Denver, was named as a
member of the board and other members
will De announced By Governor Brmdy
later.

National bheadquarters have bean lo-
cated In Tacoma o be used until after
the National convention of 1812,

TAFT GETS TARIFF PLEDGE

At Dinner Repuablicans Say They'll
Aijust Differences.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 16.—President
Taft entgrtalned the Republican mem-
berg of th¥ ways and means commlittes
atl dinner at the White House tonight
and renewed his efforts to get them 1o
agres on some form of leglalation that
will ereate a permanent tariff comis-
slon.

What the President fears most ia that
In the coungestion of tariff commission
bills In the House, the present sesalon
will fall to pass any of them.

Ths President obtained a half-way
promise {rom the Representiatives that
they would consider the matter further
with a view to harmonizing their dif-
ferences.

SLED IMPALES WINDPIPE.

Russell Standley, 12 Years Old, Is In-
Jured While Coasting.

Hussell Standlex 13-year-old son of Mr.

and M. W. J Standley. living at
Raobln's Crest. Portland Helghta, llas at
the point of death at Jood Samaritan

Hospital, the victim of an accident whils
coasting last night with a crowd of boys
an Davenport strosl

The runner of one of the sleds struck
Young Standley In such a manner as to
tmpale the windpipe. He was removed
to the hospital and placed under the cars
of Dr. J. Marah

In tha event young Btanley recovers,
it is belleved that he may lose hia volce.

COUNTESS MADE VICTIM

in |

Blackmailer, Threatening Daughter
of ex-Ambassador White, Caught.

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—A dlspatch (o
e New York Times from Berlin says
that the Countese Muriel wvon Bcherr-

Thoes, daughter of Henry White, former-
Iy American Ambassador to France, has
been the vietim of a sensational attempt
to blackrsall at her castle at Stelnselifers-
Wort In Sllesda.

According to the story o man named
Fledler, now undsr arrest, wrote her
many threstening lettere demanding that
| she place money in a bank to his eredit
under pein that he would blow up her
castie with Jdynamite. A decoy letter
brought about his arroet.

BIG FIRE; 40 BELOW ZERO

Winnipeg Fights $400,000 Blaze in
Frigid Weather,

WINNIFEG, Man.,, Jan 15—PFire,
which started last night at midnight and
destroyed the Kelly block, caused a Joss
of 400,000, The Dominton Fur Com-
pany was the principal loser, ita loss
being §200,000.

The fire waa fought In westher 40 de-
grees below zero, and the flremen were

BlG FIGAT 15 DUE
ON GONSERVATION

Policy in West Is Held
- Unconstitutional.

COLORADO CASE IS BASIS

' State Officials Will Argue Be-

fore Supreme Court.

CONTEST TO BE THOROUGH

Antl-Conservationists File Brief At-
tacking Roosevelt Policles—Argu-
ment Will Begin on Mon-

day, January 23, -

WASHINGTON, Jan. I5—An atiack on
the conservation policles Inaugurated by
the Roosevelt Administration, more seri-
ous probably than heretofore made, will
be contalned in an appeal next week to
the Buprems Court of the United States

to declare unconstitutional the creation
of the blig forest reservations of the
West,

Fallure t0 win on thls proposition Is
not to end the campalgn of the antl-
couservationists. They have prepared to
TIght A step further against the alleged
ludependenca of the forest resrvations
from the siate laws on the theory that
the Fedaral Government In creating
them, holdse the luind merely as a big land
propristor and not with any prerogatives
of povereignty.

Cattle Case Issue.

The right has arisen out of the attempt
of the United States to enjoln Fred Light,
a Colorado cattleman, from “allowing his
cattle o trespass™ on the Holy Crosa
forest reserve In tho »tate. Derpita
Light's clatm that the formation of the
reserve: without the consent of the state
was In violation of the Federal Constitu-
tlon, and that actlon for trespuss could
not be malntained ynder the Colorado
laws, unless the land In question had
beln fenced, the Pederal Circult Court
ismued " the Injunction.

The vass was appealed to the Supreme
Court and it was advanced for oral ar-
gument Monday, January 22

Colorado has joined in the fight agalnst
the Felderal OGovernment Governer
Shafroth approves of It. Attorney-Gen-
eral Bamett heads the corpe of attorneys
carrying on the fight for Light. Among
the attormers are James H. Teller and
ex-Senator Teller. An outline of the ar-
guments they wiil present to the court
tiaw Just arrived In Washington In & brief

The brief develops the argument that
by withdrawing from settlement and {m-
provement the large areas of land, the
Wealern Blates are not deing treated on
any equality with thelr sister states, all
in viclation of the Constitution.

Other. States Not Affected.

"Other states were left free to develop
through the wettlement of public lands
within thelr horders—the settlers having
free pasturage upon such lands angd tim-
ber therefrom for thelr necessitles—until
the entire area of lande having any value
becames private property.” It Is argued
in the brief. *“To withdraw large bodles
of land !» to deprive a mate of these ad-
vantages and to deny to It constitutional
equalities with other states.'’ o

With one-fifth of its area withdrawn
from development and permanently ex-
ampt from taxation, Colorado has been
curtailed greatly in its right to deveiop
and msscure increass of revenue, [t Is de.
ciared. It is shown that the total re-
perve In Colorado !s equal to the area of
the States of Connecticut, New Hamp-
shire and Massachusetts,

The question s asked as to what i the
jegitimate end, within the scope of the
Constltution, to be served by the mystem
of reserves. According to the bhrief, the
general answer !a thal It ‘s to conmerve
the National resources by providing for
a continuing supply of tmber, regulate
the fMlow of sireame and preserve power
wites from being monopoiired.

it 1= contended that the Federal Gov-
ernment, was not created o carry on
such n work, even the “general welfare™
clause of the Constitution not being
broad enough to Include this object. Even
Ir the power Ald exist, It Is argued, It
could not be exercised without the con-
sent of the states directly affected.

““I'nat the power to establish these re-

FIRST THINGS IN OREGO

There is bardly a week that

the newspapers are not called
upon to tell where and when the
first streetcar was operated in
! Oregon, when the first telegram
¢+ was sent, when the first white
4+ child was born in the state, or
to answer other questions of
¢+ similar nature.
! Several bundred short para-
graphs concerming first things in
Oregon will comprise one depart-
ment of the Fiftieth Anniver-
sary Edition of The Oregonian.
Every resident of Oregon will
find these paragraphls instruet-
ive and interesting. It will be
worth while to elip them out for
b reference when facts in Oregon
history are in question. This
b information, as published, will
! be authoritative.

The Anniversarv Edition will
¢ be published February 4. The
historieal section will he only
one division of an exceptionally
readable and attractive publica-
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] INDEX OF TODAY'S NEW.>

YESTERDAY 8—Maximum
degrees: minlmum. 23 &

TODAY'S—Raln and warmer,
Ing seutheriy winde

Legisintures.

Impartial aualysin by boatd of experts of
all fnitintive measures i promiised for in
Eggleuton's LIl Puge 4.

Btevens' factions assemble at Olymipla for
county division legisintion. Pago &.

Batom forces ndmit defeat In Aght over com-

with {ncreas-

mittees. Page 1.
Forelgn.
Tisposa] of plague wictims' bodles causcs
row In China. Puage 2
Heonduran rebsls capture Truxille. Fage L

Nutional,
Colorado wiil make bitter fight agalnst con-
servation helors Supreme Court. Page 1
Demoeraty {h House wil]l hold caucus this
wnek. Paze 2
Afdmiral Barry relleved of post peanding
action on request for retirement. Page 1d
Domentic.

preparing to unload
of oold storage

millions

“Food trusi™
products

of pounds
Page 1.
Thres negroea [yhched by mob. FPage 4
New York Clity Chamberiain missing 33 days
roturns and makes deniala. Page B
Appeal not to fortify Panama Cansl lssued
by publiclets. Page 11

Eporiws.

sonson has stormy ending.

ek shoaling
' Page 10
Bolllery see fast boxing bout.
MeCredie home, hears good
Cleveland.  JPage 10.
Scotchmen win internatiooal woccer cham-
plouahip., Page 10
Pacifto Narthwest,
Farmers will hold instituie =t
Page 4
Pootal bank &t Klarmath Faells has nine &a-
positors and $20U cash. Page 3
Neoen-uynion walters may serve &t Labor Fed-

Fage 10.
news from

Corvallis

aration banguet Page I
Threa janitors narrowly escape death In
State Capitol elevator shaft. Jage 1.
Commercial and Marine,
Stock marke: shows Ilmprovement. Page 15
Dock commission will hire expert engineer
before making purchases. Tage 13

Portland and Vickaity.
*The Cheeolate Soldler” scores tremendous
hit at Helllg. Page &
Portland bank and others
flaoced by swindlera Page
Judge Gatans, in chorch talk, teils why some
boya are bad Puage 5.
Archhishop Christia and other church dig-

in Northwest

nitaries consecrate 51 Francis® Church.
Fage S
Weather forecaster predicts end of cold smap.

FPage

Educator telis of progress of meral Instrug-
tien in schools [Fage &

Hill and Harriman roads to use Malheur
Canyon roote in common. Page &

Joseph Fels coming to lecture In Oregon om
single tax. Page 14

Peninsula residents make plans
Planting day. Page 3.

Livestock ahow premiums are announced
Pag»s 14

Man, Insulting sténograpbers, arresind on
suspicion of similar ofMense. afier releanse
from rockplie. FPage 11.

RAILROAD MEN ASK RAISE

Trainmasters and Dispatchers Volce
Demand Today.

for Rose-

Trainmastars, as well a5 the dis-
patchers, on rallronds in the Northwest
will today make a demand upon the
general managers tor an Increase In pay.

The dispatchers gave notice of their
intentlons a few days ago. The general
managerg state that In the ahsence of
official Information they cannot con-
sider the Increase that the men will ssk.
J. P. O'Brien, of tie Harrlman system,
sald yesterday that he knows nothing
of the wants of the men excepting what
be has jearned from outside sources.

Yasterdny the tralnmasters gave no-
tice to the effect that they will ssk for
Increass In wages of 325 per month.
Thelr petition will be flled with heads
of roads In Portland and other cltles In

S Herihwmes-

(Concluded on Page )

EATON FORGES
ADMIT DEFEAT

Fight on Rusk Doomed
to Failure.

SUPPORTERS ENTICED AWAY

Pledges of Committee Assign-
ments Win Members.

SPEAKER GAINS HIS WAY

Adoption of Rules of Last Housc
Will Permit Appointment of Com-
mittees as Usual—Eaton (o
Protest Formally.,

SALEM., Or., Jan. 15.—(Special.)—
Friends of Representative Eaton to-

night admitted defeat {n their effort to
deprive Speaker Rusk of the appoint-
ment of the standing committees of
the House.

Eaton, himself. declined to make any
estimate of his following numerically.
He declared that he would go down to
defeat on the floor of the House pro-
testing against what he regards an Im-
proper delegation of authority by the
Speaker In the nomination of hls com-
mittees, rather than retire from the
fight at this hour. Mr. Eaton =ald he
would pursue this course, rather than
surrander. At the samo time he lsaves
to the individual members the selection
of thelr own course,

Euaton’s Forces Dwindle,

Men Included In the Rusk-Thompson
forces tonight clalmed a following of
at least 316 votes, or five more than the
necessary majority, that can be depend-
ed upon 1o stand solldly agninst any
attempted usurpation of the Speaker's
prerogatives by the Insurgents, under
the leadership of Eaton or any other
member. This strength, aver friends of
Rusk, may be increased to 40 when the
test comes tomorTow,

Eaton's forces apparently have dwin-
dlad 10 wsbout 20 tonight, and the
strength of the Lans County mian may
drop to 18 before the vota that will de-
termine the committes’ appointments s
taken tomorrow afternoon.

New Agreement Clrculated.

Recuognizing the futility of thelr
fight, some of Eaton's firends desire to
quit the:contest. A majority, however,
inslst that the controversy must be sot-
tled on the floor of the House by ballot,
win or lose. Thass tonight began cir-
culuting an agreement among the few
Representatives In the city, binding the
signors, If 31 slgnatures are secured, to
stand together and take out of Rusk's
hands the appointment of the commit-
tees. The courssa to be pursued by the
Eaton men tomorrow depends entirely
on the extent to which this agreement
Is signed

Rusk's friends professed
alarmed by this move on the part of the
insurgents, expinining that they already
had 35 members securely tled up in sup-
port of Rusk.

Resentment Is Cooled.

From the beginning of the fight over
the committess Eston's chancea of win-
ning pave not been altogether encourng-
ing. There was, for a time, however, un
undercurrent sentiment of resentment
among some of the House members be-
eause of the reported trade of the com-
mitiees by Rusk to Thompson lm consid-
erntion of Thompason's support of Rusk
for Speaker. This feeling did not prove
laming and thoe attempt of Eaton's
triends to develop an effectlve Insurrec-
tion agalnst Rusk has proved futile. It
was impossible for them to organize an
adequate fighting force.

Eaton not only lost the Speakership,
but his attituds irespecling the commit-
tee appolntments may result in his re-
celving insignificant committee nssign-
ments, as- there ls an apparent demand
from wsome Rusk-Thompeon men that he
be pumished for hls Insurgency leader-
ship.

not to be

Rusk Men Prompt to Act.

Timely l_ud effécti¥e action on the part
%2 the Rusk supporters was s determin-
ing factor in subdulng the Eaton Insur-
rection. When Eaton lalmc!:-_ui his tight

__(onecluded on Page =)
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MAY SERVE LABOR

UNORGANIZED WAITERS LTKELY
AT FEDERATION BANQUET,

Washington Body Faces Unique Quan.
dary Becauso Olympia Restaurant
Employes Do Not Boast Label,

OLYMPIA, Wash, Jan. 16—(Special.)—
Non-union walters may be engaged to
serve the delegates at the State Federa-

tion. of Labor banquet in Olympia
Wedensany plght unless some of the
union walters In attendance at the con-

ventlon don aprons and turn In to work.
Laboring men from &ll over the state
gather In Olympls tomorrow far the
convention, which i= to Inst a week. On
Wedensday night they are to be guests
of honor at a blg hanquet and the man
In charge admity he will probably have
to hire non-union walters. In fact three
non-union men have been asked If they
will assist, but have given no answer yet.
Olympla Is an “open town'' for walters,

R8s the kitchen workers are not organ-
izad. The hotsls and restaurants employ
Chinese cooks, although a unfon man

lia® been put In charge of the plans for a
blg banquet. He says is practically
impossible to get unlon walters, as they
would have to he Imported, and if he goes
to that expenss he will not make much
profit.
The situation s a trying one and will
adgd to the general interest that is belng

displayed In the coming sessiona Ac-
cording to reports the unlon men are zo-
Ing to have a “wet” and “dry" or local
option fight all of thelr own. Charges
are to be praferred agoninst Fred Hud-
son, & Belllngbam printer, and his re-
moval asked on the ground that he

“dry’* town in Belllngham
the bartender#® union
oul of business. He ls third vice-presl-
dent of the organization and his
resignation Is gsked.

At the convention the laboring men
will g0 on record elther In favor of or
againg: the emploves' compensation act
which is now pénding bhefore the Legisla-
ture.

OREGON TEACHER HONORED

Physicist, Is Ranked
Great Scientlsis.

worked for a
and therefore put

sintle

Dr. Boynton,

With
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON,
16.—(Special.)—Dr. W. H.
head of the physics department at
pinced among
In this

Eugene,
Jan, Boynton,
the
the university, has boen
the foremost 150 Americans
branch of sclence,

The compllaticn was made under the
direction ‘of Dr. J. McKnen Cottrell, a
Cornell faculty meamber who edits *‘SBoi-
ence’” and “Tha Popular Sclence Mnnlh:
1¥.""" The meathod of selecting the name®
wis by volea of the ten leading sclen-
Uste of America.

The Oregon professor Is the only man
In the Northwest honored with this rec-
ognition and the first man who has cver
been chosen from this sinte.

Dr. Boynton has publiahed many not-
nble articles on hls subject but o treatiss
Kinetle energy held directly re-
recent distinction.

on is

sponsible for his

“GRABBER,” INSIST WOMEN

Sewing Machine Agent Is Jalled by

Eugene Chicf.

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON. Eugene,
Or., Jan, 15.—(Special.)—Upon identifi-

catlon by two women, Chlef of Polloe
Farrington arrested a man by the nams
of Curry, a sewing-machine agent here,
belleving he had at last captured
“Jacrk the Grabber,” wiho has been the
dread of BEugene for OVer one year.

Various women victims are belng con-
sulted as to the suspect's gullt. FEugene
is much aroused over the arrest, but
thare Httle likelihood of wvioclence,
a8 many believe Curry Is Innocent.

AFIRE, BOYS RUN TO DEATH

the

IS

Playing With Matches, Lads Ex.
plode Gasoline Tank.

FRESNQO, Cal, Jan. 15.—A special
from Madera says that Harold Miner,
aged 8 yoars, and Otls Ruasell, aged
13, were burned to death when & 50-
gnllon gasoline tank was set afire by®
matches with which the boys were
playing and exploded.

The boys ran thres blocks, scream-
ing and with clothes blaxing, before
they were stopped and the flre ex-
tinguished.

BLAST KILLS 5, MAIMS 4

Gas Explosion Starts Fire Which e-

stroys Frame Hotel,

NIOBRARA, Neb, Jan, 15.—Four per-
sans were killed and four Injured in an
explosion occurred here at 7:30
a’alock tonlght. The fire which result-
ed from the explosion burned to the |
ground a threes-story frame hatel
owned by Michael Kendail,

The explorlon was caused by a lealk
in a gas piant In the cellnr of the ho-
tel. Tt is thought that all the Injured
will recover.

INITIATIVE LAW IS URGED

Bourne Tells New Jersey Voters to

which

Disregard FParty Lines.

JERSEY CITY, N. J. Jan. 15.—Sanator
Bourne, of Oregon, speaking today befors
the People’'s Institute, arged all etenors
to make thes adoption of the Inltlative
and referendum the Issue in every cam-
palgn wtlhout regard to party iines.

When these measures have been adopt-
ed. ho urged a campalgn for direct nomi-
nations, corrupt practlees, reglstration
and the recall

[ | s ™~ O

“r0D TRUST" 15
NEAR GOLLAPSE

Cold Storage Corner
Defeats Own End

VAST QUANTITY IS UNSOLD

Dgiry Products in Hand Five
Years to Be Unloaded.

DROP IN PRICES COMING

Single Firm Has 44,000,000 Pounds ot

Butter on Hand—Recent Exces-
Prices

Upon the Demand.

sive Have Heacted
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: BUTTER AND ¥EGG PRICES MA--
Pt TERIALLY LOWER. 4
]

. The following comparison of prices g
: of butter and eggs showws the reduc- #
* tion of the past 10 days: :
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lfons of pounds of cold storage butler,
eEES, cheesa and poultry, soma of It an

much as five yeara old, according *>

estimates of dealers, are abc .t to be
th
whatever price they
result of the
faw days of the “food trust,” which, by
steady aggressions has plled prices of
provisions up to thelr present figures
Chicago, the of the
storage {ndustiry of the country,
ba the vortex of tha wholesale unioad-

ing.

rown on the market and sacrificed at
will

within the

bring as the

collapse last

aold-
e to

an canter

Pinch Is Widely Felt.

Chicage wholesaléers admit that the

bottom out
dairy products and poultry and that s

has fallen of prices for

blg =lump is due as soon as tha con-
tents of the cold storage warehouses
can be put on the market. Thay as-

sert that an sttempt is belog made by
retallers to keep prices up to an abnor-

mal level by buying such stocks at lTow

figures and selling them to the publie at
the old high levels.
Although the collapse of the “corner”

Is llkely to be felt most keenly by tha
cold storage men of Chicago, the pinch
will ba felt In many of the Hastern
and Middle West shipplhg centers. Chi-
cago, New York, Philadelphian, Omaha,
Kansas City, 5t. Louls and Minnespolis,
were spoken of ng the
points where maost unloading

yesterday
of the

probably wouald be done.

Poultry Due to Fall.
Prices for dairy products, it is sald,
will drop to a reasonable figure. Chick-
| ens, turkeys, geese and domesitic fowls
l.._-f nll expected to becoms
cheap encough for the poor man’'s table.
The collapse has been due to natural

sorts ara

cavses,
| The present troubles of the
storage people have been brought about
manipulations at the ex-
pense of the publle. A large number of
them got together flve years ago In
more or less informal agreements and
proceeded tq put artificial prices on
butter, cggs. cheese, fowls and every-
thing else that could be kept In cold
storage. They wera able to do this by
the simpla meathod of putting goods In

storage Instead of deilveriug them im-
modlateliy to the market. Thelr com-
bined slorage facilities gave them a
position of supremacy which not only
enabled them to limit the supply to ths
publlo and thus keep prices up, but to
control nearly absolutely the prices
paid to producers.

Thus while producers were getting 1it-
tie enough for thelr butter, eggs and
poultry, the public was paying extor-
tiopnte prices.

cold

by thelr own

Greed Destroys Market.

In putting up prices to the high
figures attained during the iast two
years the cold storage men cut the
ground from under thelr own faet

Peopla who could not afford to pay 33
and 40 cents a dozen for eggs stopped
eating them. Families that found but-
ter too expensive used oleomargerine.
The result waa that afier this had gone
on for & year or two the wholesalers
found themeselves with full warshouses
and no demand. General uneasiness
was followed by & downward trend in
Then came & more pronounced
drop. Now the wholesalers find them-
selves In the Imperative nacessity
unloading or golng out of businees

Just how much food ls {n storags In
and around Chicago there is no means
of sscertalning:. Only the wholesalers
koow, and they will not tell. A fow
dnys ago one firm controlling 52 ware-
houses admitted It had In storage 44.-
000,000 pounds of butter that must be
dispos#d of before May 1 at the latsst,

pricen.

of

Storage Consumes Profits,

It cost from 27 to 28 cents a pound
to store thls butter and It wlill cost
2 or 1 cente more & pound to market
it. The normal pricse for first-clasa
butter at the present time Is glven

tConcluded on Page 8.}




