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3 THE OREGON LEGISLATURE.

. No question or problam or !mue of
first importance confronts the State
Iﬁcldnture, which opens Its blennial
session at Salem today. It should be
& peaceful forty dmys, There Ils no
Senator to elect. There are no per-
senal or factional controversies In
which ths welfars of the State Is In-
volved. There are no differences
worth mentioning betwoen the politl-
cal parties. 'There are, to be sure, a
Democratic Governor and a Repub-
Bean Legislature, but we have distin-
gulshed Democrstle authority for the
statemont that the political balance
belween the executive and legisiative
branches of the Government may best
he preserved., and the generdl good
Best promoted. The State, [t would
Sppear, agrees ontirely with this Im-
partial and disinterested advice -of
ex-Governor Chamberlaln, for 1t |
has consistently pursaed the practice
of selecting a Democratic Governor
epd & Republican Legielafure for
three succesasive quadrennial electiona.
The presen: Legislature has only a
handful of Democrats and a very
greatl preponderance of Republicana,
It Ia no doubt fortunale for the Re-
publican party that there ls 1o ba DO
election of Senator.

The Supreme Court of Oregon has
recantly officlally given out the as-
surance that the Legislature retains
unimpalred its delegated constitution-
ol powers, and that the Initiative and
refervndam s not a departure from
representative government. The Leg-
telnture, then, ought to be able to go
ahead in the complete confdence that
its historlc suthority has not been
tzammeled or s wide powers res-
tricted.

Yet It is to be assumed, !'n view of
the obvious facts, that the Supreme
Court had merely decided to make
the best of an unavoldable situation,
oft the consoling theory that it s well
for the doctor to tell his patient that
Be s Just as well a8 he ever was That
the peonle through the initiative have
afthdmawn from the Legislature (i
exciusive law-making function is of
course true: and that they have im-
paired it dignity, lowered its station
and limited fts freedom of action must
be patent to all. This was Indeed, the
utndisguised and openly avowed. pur-
poan of the Initiative and referendum,
snd thers can théerefare be no Jdlsap-
polntment of just (issatisfaction with
results In these impartant particulars.
. That the Legislatures of other days
have neaded both a spur and a curb
= Aot to be denled—a spur to ennct
egialation needed and demanded by
recoguiged public interest and a curb
w0 prevent legislatiop aguinst the gen-
sral welfure. BHut that the people
themaolves have gone to the other ex-
ireme In undertaking and occaalonally
n enmacting mmdleal, extreme, ambi-
fuous, confiicting and even minatory
ingialation is also squally clear. The
mistake has arisen entirely in regard-
Ing ths Initiative as a substitute for
thae Laegistature, to be employed by
iy and al for any and =il reasons,
rxouses or pretexts, and not as an Ir-
cesiatible weapon to be used only in
cases of emergency or extreme ur-
gency. 'The initiative fhould be used
in no case except on appeal from the
Legialature, and it Is to the last de-
gree hasardous and unwise, aa Oregon
» fnding out, to enact In this way
miscellaneous and gemplicated laws,
or to permit the inltiative to be em-
ploved for the exploftation of the fads,
fancies and folllea of any group of
restioes And dlscontented citizens. We
not have representative govern-
ment in Oregon, as was contempiated
b7 our revered forefathers. It is abe
pard to say or assumne that wo have.

Thers is a satlafactory proapgct now
that the election of United * States
Fenmtors will by constitutional amend.
ment be taken from the Legisiatures
and motually placed with the people—

method always advocated by The
Uregenlan, An occasion of bitter and
rrotracted struggles In Legisiatures,
snd & source of corruption, log-rolling,
procrastination and chronic complica-
e will thus be removed, and the
taed or demand for the substitution of
yach devices as Statement No. T will be
sbviated and the demorallzing factional
snd personal conflicts and dispules
erising over thelr adoption onded.
Epeed the day, then, when the popaiar
slectlon of United Siates BSenators
under the sancilon eof Federal law
shall come.

s much for the Legislature

o do of real value to the state. It
cught mot to be Alverted from Iis
duties By ARy unpeceasary controver-
fles with the Governor over political
appointments, or by any emergoency
schemes to deprive him of his legiti-
mate and usunl prerogatives. Nor does
4the State expect the Governor to play
policies with the Lagisiature to bulld
up an executive machine for tha bene-
of himself and his alles. The pub-

e will not justify the Legisiature on
the ane hand or the Governor on the
pther for engnging 1o neodless conflicts

peanat politics.

—
ORBGONS GREATEST INDUSTRY.

Portiand sawmills last year cut
00,090,000 feet of lumber. The out-
ut af Oregon mills for the yoar was
T50,000,000 feet, valued at $25.000,-
8., These figures, despite the Im-
Mnsneity of thelr proporilona only
imildly reflect the part that the lum-
(ber industry now plays in the general
Rroaperity of the city and state. We
can partly understand the Impattance
af this comparatively new Industiry
we note that the wheat business
days never in & single yoar
$25,000,000 to the wealth

do

.

_m Even had It dane =0 ithe
g0 advantages of a §25,000,000
heat crop do not compare with those

-
Lumber, from the time the trees are |
felled in the forest until the finished
product is placed aboard car or ship,
pays 4 heavy tribute to labor.

The manufactured product to a
greater oxtent than that of any other
commodity produced In this stiste rep-
resents labor, and the money that Is
paid for Iabor in logging camps, saw-
mills, lumber yards and st the docks,
circulates more rapidly than that
which is represented In the labor cost
of wheat production or the labor cost
in any other of our great wealth-pro-
ducing Industries, The opening of
new mills and Increase In the facill-
ties of those already In operation
added 1,000,000 feet to the dally pro-
duction of the Columbia River distriot
Inst year. Wew plants which will
begin manufacturing this year will
undoubtedly enable the 1911 Increase
to exceed that of the year just closed.

Oregon was somewhat slow in de-
veloping her timber resources, but
within the past few years hus boen
coming o the front with » rush. The
amount of standing timber In the
state is so great that it will be possible
to break records for many years with-
out approaching a point whers the
supply is in danger of exhaustion.

WOOLGROWERS AS SCAPEGOATS.

It is plaln that the new-fangled
tariff “revision” s the same old scram-
ble for privilegs at the other fellow’s
cost. Here, now, |8 demand for lows-
duty or free-trade wool, and revision
conters in this demand.

Yot wool-growing I1s one of the most
deserving of our agricultural indus-
tries; perhaps the most deserving. It
tas widespread: it represents enormous
investment of labor and capital; it
supplies large number of citizeng with
employment; It is an Indust that
contributes greatly to the Natlon’s in-
dependence, and wool profits under the
present tarlfy law are but moderate.

Yet this blg Industry is singlod out
for revision. Our uplift statesmen In
the East maks their constituents be-
leve that wool s too high-priced and
that the tari law Is to blams. The
new Democratie chief of Massachu-
setiz, Foss, and the Democratic acci-
dent In New York, Havens, represent-
ing the new “sentiment,” are ieading
the attack. Many interests that are
favored by high tariff and wikh to
divert attention from their own spolls
join the hue and cry against wool.
Meanwhile, wool ls very mucll cheaper
than two years ago, even without
lower tariff; yet woolen goods ars no
cheapor,

This singling-out practice bas been
resoried to each time tariff has been
“revissd” thess thirty years past. Wool
has been the frequent victim. FPro-
duction of this staple article is & most
worthy lndustry., But that side of the
matter gets little consideration. The
chlef tssuo in the strife for protective
arift privilege seemas to be survival
of the craftiest. The pollcy of "pro-
toction™ is supposed to prevall; how-
ever, protection is to be taken away
or reduced to & minimum on this vast
investment of American brains, cspl-
tal and labor, while other kinds of
business are not 10 be molested. Were
the protective polidy abandoned, wool-
men could not expect to recelve iis
pounty. But protection is retained, or
sapposed to be, and woolmen are to
be denied its benefits

The National Woolgrowers' Conven-
tion, held in Portiand last week, ralsed
prolest agalnst wool revision In the
following resolutions:

we reaffirmn sur bellef in the  American
wystem of protecilom, and yneguivecaily In-
dorss the appliestion of Ita principies &e
embadind In ths presest arTAangement of
E-hedule “K.” as applicable le the wonl
Auties, and recognize Lhat esvery Llime de-
parturs has heen made from the principies
therein contaiped, serious disaster has bhe-
fallen the Industry of woslgrowing. The
rowers of wool need and Jesarve protestiv

uties, equally with the manpyfactyrers «
‘ul.lim clasmes fesl the competition of the
cheap labor of forelgn couniriea, and bolh
are dapendant upon the tariff for their pros.
perity, and, Indeed. for their existance.

We recognize that In the wool and woalen
datins, the Weet, the East. the North and
the Routh are united more Ctlossly than in
any other portion of the (il law, and we
il upon our Fenators and Hepresentatives
in Congroes Lo presant & united front against
farelgn invasiom of our marksis and r t
ie the utmost all sitacks of viciogse doc-
prinsires upem the protestion that ahields
this Netionsl Industry.

While protection shall remain the
policy of this Government, mool s one
of the wery first products that should
be “protected.” Yet It is clear that
a big onslaught will be made on the
schedule of thia product. Congress
will be full of bickerings. It has been
sald that revision is to be conducted
along “sclentific” lines and that poli-
tics 15 to be abandened im adjusting
the now tariff, It Is & vain promise.
Politics will figure to the utmost. Bel-
fishness will effect all it can, because
the cornerstone of protective tariff Is
that human quality.

Wool {s down In price without low
duty. Then why not try revision for
cheaper salt, sugar, tobacco, iron, coal,
tin plate, ateel, glassware, clothing,
liquors, ‘leather goods and agricultural
implemaonts’y

Is wool 1o be made the gcapegoat

of tarift discontent?

WHEN A DOCTOR CHARGES TOO MUCH.
A kind friend has sent The Orego-
nian & clipping from & Palo Alto paper
which gives an account of a physician
who charged $752 for psetting a
brokes hip for & woman $2 years old.
The patient died a few days after the
operation and then the affalr came
Into the surregate’s court where the
extortionate physician was bitterly
upbraided for his avarice by the
Judge. r
. The fend who sehds the clipping
wishes to know our opinlan of this
physiclan, whom she calls “a skunk.™
We should probably call him a skunk,
ar & viper, or a vamplre, or some such
beast, but after all that la not the
point. She goes on to ask what we
think would happen !f there weére a

“medical trust™ eatad ed which had
full contro! of medica all over
the country. The intent to cast

odium upon the bill now befors Con-
“gress to ostablish a National health
burean. The Pala Alto surgeon ex-
eused hls overcharge by maying that
all fees were fixed by the State Medl-
cal Assoclation. Suppose there were
& National association with similar
powers, would not the consequences
be atill more terrible?

We can only reply that there is &
National medical association and that
so far as wo know it has never lent its
ald to extortion. Very often ft e
worth $782 to sot a broken hip. We
suspact that It was worth almost that
sum in the case under consideration.
The fracturs was evidently dangerous
becanse death ensued In spite of the
doctor. His responsibility was great
and, as the avent shows. he had to
expect a flood of vituperation after It
was all over with the patlent. Perhaps
the Palo Alto Judge might have meted
out more exact Justice had he held his

a lumber outpul of the same value.

tongue. Doctors as & rule do a large |

—
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amount of ,work for which they re-
celve nmo pay. Unless they are (o
starve to death they must make ends
meet by charging lberal fees from
the well-tp-do. The qpestion s by
no means simple.

THE (OUNTRY FAIR LOG-ROLL.

rm country fairs held ln many
O n counties are fine things, no
doubt. They exhibit resources and
stimulate citizens to industry In agri-
eunlture and in anfmal husbandry. They
are a sign of the new activity of our
state.

But these fairs are becoming pre-
texts for ralds upon the State Treas-
ury; for trades In legislation at Salem;
for the very lok-rolling that the old
constitution sought to prevent by or-
daining that all state Institutions for
which publle funds should be appro-
priated should be Ilocited at the
capital.

A member of the Legisiature who
falla to win an appropriation for a
loesl road or m normal school or B
salmon hatchery or a state bullding
of some sort is frequently appeased
by a t of monoy for an agricul-
tural falr. These suppllies of money
have besn growing in number in re-
cent years. Clackamas and Mult-
nomah und Linn counties are thus fa-
vored; likewise Baker, Malheur, Crook,
Grant® Sherman, Gllilam, Wheeler.
And there are others.

This log-roll has grown to resemble
that of the normal schools, which for
many years has set the state by the
enrs, harried the Legislature and
drawn wastefully from pockets of tax-
payeors.

“Self-help” should be the reliance
of thess many fairs, The Legislature
will need to draw the public purse-
sirings, because demands are growing.
A lmit will have to be defined in this
business. The appropriations, though
small In each cake, are oponing wedges
for "more.” The Oregonian realizes
that thess remariks swiil make protest
in some rural districts, but |t deema
the subject one that deserves thus to
be handled in rational manner and in

moderats spirit.
d r——————————

PFANAMA CANAL DISCRIMINATION.

Senator Flint, of California, as chair-
man of the Senate commities on Inter-
oceanic canals, has secured adop-

on of his amendment to the Mann

1. The most important foature of
this amendment provides that Ameri-
can vessels engaged In the coastwise
trade shall be permitted to muke [reo
use of the eanal. The canal ix an artl-
ficial highway, bullt at an enormous
expense, to be operated undeér neces-
sarily heavy fxed charges. Ths ex-
penss and fixed charges must all bo
pald by the people svho directly and
indirectly supply the traffic that will
be handled by the vessels making use
of the canal. Any concessions made
in favor of a few wealthy shipowners
must be made up by higher tolls or
an Increased deficit In the operating
expennes. Viewed strictly from & busi-
ness standpoint, It & unfair to the
people who pay the bills that the ahip-
owneérs' profits should thus be in-
creased at tho expense of the people.

There Is another and, in some re-
rpects, atill more Important reason
why no such discrimination as that
contained in the Flint amendment
ghould be atiempted. Article § of the
Hay-Pauncefots canal treaty, after re-
citing that “The United Statea adopts,
ns & basls of the neutralization of such
ahip camal, the following rules, sub-
stantially as embodled In the conven-
tlon of Constantinople,” continues:

{1} The canal shall be fres and open ta
the vessels of commerce and of war, of all
nations observing thess rules, on terma of
entirs equality, so that thers shall be no
discrimination against nn{ such unatlon, or
jty ecitigens or wubjects, in respect of the
:;nmeu or charges of traffic or otheéer-

It requires & decldedly blased in-
terpretation of the foregoing im-
portant clause in the treaty to
maintain that this tountry has any
right to diseriminate agiinst one class
of shipowners by favoring of another
class, Great Britain, with an over-
whelming financial, political and mill-
tary interest In the Suez Capsl, has
never presumed to make the slightest
disorimination in tolls on that high-
way, and it was the rules of the Suesx
Canal that were adopled in the treaty
a8 the bdasls of the Panama Canal
rules.

As to the Flint amendment regurd-
ing vessels owned directly or indi-
rectly by rallroad companies, there are
g0 many ways by which {ts provisions
may be avolded that If any American
ships are exempt from canal dues it
{& highly probabls that those which
are working under rallromd econtrol
would be Included. A rallroad might
te barred from vessel ownership but
a rallrond stockhelder counld not be
deprived of the right to own and oper-
ate ships.

— — —————————
TRAGEDIES OF THE AIR

A French englneer estimates that
there are now about fAve hundred
aviatora-in the*worid. A combination
of the flights of all aggregntes about
125,000, The number of the “high
flyers” among the birdmen hnas been
sarfously decimatad by the tragical
occurrences of the past Tfew weeks
beginning with the death of Ralph
Johnstone at Denver November, 17,
and extending to that of Molssant at
New Orleans and that of Hoxsey at
Los Angeles on the last day of the
year. Each of thess men was accom-
plished In the art of avistion as far
as such accomplishment has progress-
ed, and both were perfectly fearless Iin
aerial navigation. Yet a slight disar-
rangement of his machine when in
midair precipitated Johnstone head-
jong to the ground while Molssant and
Hoxsey each met his death by being
hurlsd to earth through some caAprice
of the aeroplane of which he consid-
ered himsalf absolute master,

How llke mockery of human Intel-
ligence, hopes and expectations now
rends the advice to amateur aviators,
John B. Molssant recently published:
“Don't try to learn to be/a pilot and a
mechanle at the same time,” =ald this
apostle af aviatlon. “That is where
many flyers come to grief” Nelther
this advice nor large experience
of the daring serial navigator in the
upper ourrents of 4bé air avalled him
when a treacherous cross current vic-
jously engaged his meroplans in mor-
tal combat #nd sent it hurling down-
ward " rough the froubled alr.

“If my motor works well as it has
been working, and I can stand the
temperature of o high an altitude I
will come down with a record of
12,000 feet or more,” were the parting
words of FHoxsey as his machine rose
from the ground. In & few minutes
his lfeless body 'lay A&t the fest of
those to whom this promise had been
given—hurled downward from a
helght of three hundred feet. X

All three of these men had dured

|

[ death In many sensational Mights.
Bach thought he knew his machine
“as n horseman knows his ho "
Yet the treacherous devices that gave
them wings, in the twinkling of an
eye, as it were vieolated the confidence
imposed In them, tarned ‘“ecranky™
and plunged them to speedy, but let
us hope, palnless deuath.

These and similar tragedies of the
alr are sad chapters or incidents In
the brief record of aviation. They
are among the foregone conclusions
af nerial navigation. They have not,
and will not act as a detarrent to
those who are possessed of the pur-
poss to ride upon the wings of the
morning. Scanning thoughtfully the
account of Molssant's fatal flight and
fall, o féw minutes befors he arose
and fell to his own death Hoxsey sald:
“Hp must have become weary from
too much driving,” Indicating by these
words that he himself; being fresh
and unweary, was In no danger of
sharing his brother bird man's fate.

Daring—almost madness—Iis In this
desire to 2'fly 45 a bird” This s an
adjunct necessary to the development
of aerial navigation. Personal fear
has no part or lot {n It. “Within four-
teen yenrs I confidently expect to see
machines flying to Europs in fourteen
hours,” sald John B. Molssant, after
his successful elrcumnavigation of the
Status of Liberty, a month ago. The
victor's meed as thus outlined was not
for him. But swvho shall eay, that the
feat he prophesled will not be accom-
plished ?

——

Senator Borah, of Idaho, I5 a repre-
sentative of whom Idaho may well feel
proud. While Oregon may feel wroth
over his success In getting away with
about $9,000,000 of Oregon's reclama-
tlon fund while our own Senators
were asleep or eclrculating  political
buncombe, we cannot but admire the
fearless, Independent manner in which
he stands up for the West. Senator
Borah !s not seeklng to impress the
East with any crazy political theories,
but he is telling some pointed truths
about the land which so many others
have lied about and which finds no
defenders in the Oregon Senatorial
delegation. The Pinchot-Roosevelt
Conservation Congress at St, Paul! last
Fall Senator Borah characterizes as
a “cruel and brutal farce” In a
speech bafore the Brookiyn Institute
of Fine Arts and Bclences he attempt-
ed to disnbuse the minds of his audl-
ence of the idea that “the people of
the West should be either in the peni-
tentinry or In the asylums” What
the West needs In Congress Is more
Borahs and fewer Bournes and Cham-
beriains. ’

The fallure of the Carnegle Trust
Company’s Bank In New York with
heavy Habllities and Insufficient As-
sots, suggests that thers should be
some statute which would prevent the
usa of strong names by weak Institu-
tions. The fnct that Androw Carnegle,
who {s about the only Carnegle with
whom the world Is at all famliliar, was
not connected with the bank, and
had repudiated the use of his namse,
was not generally known. It wa= gen-
erally known, however, that Mr. Car-
negle could liquidmts & dozen banks
likke the Carnegie Trust and still have
enough money for a fow new lbrarles.
This, of course, attracted deposits and
gave.the Institution & prestige to which
it was not entitled. Fortunately for
the general financial situstlon, the
shaking out of wealk concerns llke the
Carnegle Trust comes at a time svhen
the effect on responsible institutions
will be inconsequential.

In 1910 were lssued 2009 permits
for Bast Side residences, and but 132
permits for West Elde residences.
These figures ars sufficlently impos-
ing to give the Frank Klernans and
other ohstructionists an idea why Im-
proved facilities for crossing the river
are necessary. The BEast Side also
made heavy gaina over the West Slde
in business bullding permits. Per-
haps the most significant featurs of
the more than 2000 residence permits
wis the average value of $2176. These
figures dlscloso a high grade of bulld-
Ings and accoutt for tho praferenca
thit is being shown the East Side as o
residentinl  cegter. Portland never
was very favofable to “shacks,” but
the 1810 records show a class of resl-
dences that are extremely creditable

to the clty.

Mena Whallace, the Eskimo boy
whom Peary brought to New York
many years ago, has reached Etah to
resume his old life among the blubber
hunters of the ¥Far North. He is so
unmindful of the efforts of Peary that
he writea he does not belleve either
Peary or Cook reached the Worth
Pole. Mena lived In this country long
enough to learn the commercial ad-
vantages of any kind of sensation,
#0 he may be paving the way for a
#eturn to this country for & lecturing
tour.+ If he would bring down the
men who found ths pole with Peary,
and those who dld not find the pols
with Cook, he might make a hit on
the vaudeville circuit, which took so
kindly to Matt Hensen when he told
ths story of the North Pola discovery.

——

Wise physiclans say that no man
ever broke down from overwork mere-
lv, Lack of change and varlety in life
s more doadly than toil, We may be-
leve, therefore, that If Astroffomer
Larkin, of the Mount Lowe Observa-
tory, had varied his ocupations more
his usefulness swould have béen pro-
longod. Man Is a muachine mades for
work, but not for work of the same
kind year after year in unbroken rou-

tine.

In pardoning & Wallowa man who
had killed two cladim jumpers, Acting
Goyvernor Bowerman did not offend
the sensibilities. In Western opinion
that offense Il but one degres Worso
than stealing a horse.

The State Board shows Its good
faith In waking away the license of a
physlcian swithin its jurisdiction. This
{s Gnce when the doctors are ahead

of the lawyers.

The poor little chap who was run
down and killed by an automoblle died
I the llne of duty, just as much as the
engineer In & wreck or the officer in
battie. \ -

Even {f Oregon’s Senators are
asleep at the switch, no other stale
can purloln the new postoffice site
that wnas promised Portland several
months ago.

—_—————

Merely to flx the flgures in the
pudblie mind, be it stated Multmomah
County, this year will pay 36 per cent
of the entire xtate tax.

- —
Mr. Hill may be the corkscrow to

|

mmmhnwdluOWm A

- .
WHATS DOING IN OREGON.
Fosall = Model Town.
Mitchell Sentinel

We spent several days last week Iin
Fossil, the county seat town, and we
nover while there saw 2 boy with =8
fps or cigarette in his mouth or one
n A pastime or on the streets lale at
night, yet the schonls had adjourned
for -the holidays. Fossll is, indeed, a
model school town, and A town that the
peopla of Wheeler County should bo
proud of.

M tn im Bi
Rogue River Courler.

John McCallister brought to the
Courler office this morning a branch
of manzanita which was In full bloom,
several months ahead of tlme. Mr.
MeCnllister has lived !n this section
for 85 years or more and has mnever
before seen the shrub in bloom at this
time of the year. In the yards about
the city there can be seen many roses
and earnations in bloom at this time,
but it Is quite unusual for wild shrubs
Lo floger out of season,

Wild Flewers Abloom in Fields.
Hermiston Herald.

We have all heard of the flowers
that bloom in the Bpring, May flowers
and all sorts of flowers, but It is not
everywhere that wild posles can be
plcked on the 28th of Decemher and
out-of-doors at that. Such ls the case
hera, however.

Wedhesday J. M. Griffin brought a
dosen or 50 1little yellow blossoms to
the Herald office and sald north of
town they were thick. Whether frult
or flowera out of season there Is not
much taste or fragrance. Not =o In
this case, however, as there ls a dls-
tinct odor,

Thieves Mouted With Shovel.
Joseph Herald.

Friday nlght Grandpa and Grandma
Endicott “mixed 1t" with a brace of
clhilcken thiovea In A most Vigorous
manner. The thuga were In the act
of looting thelr lien house when the
old people appeared on- ‘the scene,
Unela Blll armed to the teseth with =2
garden spade. The way this old war
veleran backed off and tore Into those
thieves was warth coming miles to
so0. When the halr, teeth, hats, coats
and shovel settled and the Emoke of
the battle cleared anway it was found
that both of the thieves had escaped
—but they will carry the marks of that
shovel on their heads for many a day.
In the mix-up one of the thugas lost
lis hat, and fearing arrest he left town
that night—a good riddance of bad
rubbish,

A Good Loser.

Unlon Scout.

Let's ha good lowers and not get mad
at the friends who did all for us they
could In our last fight.

Tha Scout will never erlticlse Jay
Bowerman for hia dacinlon In locating
the asylum, as he may have done his
beat and hils Judgment may be better
than ours,

If you haven't heard s min swear, with
his right hand ralsed to heaven that be-
fors hs would knowingly 40 a wrong
that that hand should cleavs to the roof
of his mouth till he bit It off, then sell
to the highest cash bldder; you haven't
baen whera we havg beéen and you may
b the better for it :

It is time to congratulate the lucky
city mcross the mountaing upon Its se-
curing the Eastern Oregon insane asy-
lum. In our present mood wa prefer to
leaye the matter to some of our able
oitizens who realize that aon asyium In
& detriment to & town. They will be in
& bstter mood for It.

An Ingane asylum ig not a desirable in-
stitution to be annexed to a4 town except
as a place of conflnement for undesir-
able subjects, .

.
-
“Gi0 AWAY TO LEARN THE NEWS”

Partland Mam Telisa Fish Story to
Washingten Clity Reoporter.
Washington Hearald.
~ In Portland, Or., the familiar catfish
figures as o bardy ploneer and a valuad
adjunect to tho streot cleaning depart-
ment, according to James P. Andeorson,

of Portland, who i at the Raleigh.

“This {8 begause the terta cotta sew-
ers and dralns, especially those In the
lower part of the elty, frequenily be-
coma cholted.

“If the sawer Is not broken,” con-
tinued Mr. Anderson, it can be eleaned
by passing a rope through it, to be
pulled backward and forward until the
obstruction is loosened and removed.
The ntrest offlelala have a great deal
of suéh work to attend to, and the
worry connecied with gettilng the rope
through for a long time had them at
their wits’ ends. At last, however, they
discovered a quick, sure and easy
method.

‘e workman goes to the rivar,
catches a catfish tlea a string to Its
tall and drops It down a manhola Into
the sewsar. It at once starts for the
river and forces its way through any
obstruction not as solld as brick, drag-
ging the string after 1. Then the
workman goes ns far dgwn the sawer
ns he deems necessary and plcks up
the string, which he uses to draw a
wira through the pipes, and with this
a rope is pulled through and the sower
is soon cleared.”

Billboards In the Herkahires,

Providence Jeurnal

One of the most ploturesque reglons
of New England, the Berkshires, !s
comparatively frea from offonsive bill-
board advertising, and this Is dus In
gEreat measure to the Massachusetts
law prohibiting the defucing of nat-
ural scenery. This Ilaw, of couraa, s
offensive to some propribtors of hotels
and garages, and & movement for [tz
repeal was recently begun. At a hear-
ing before the Massachusetts highway
commission such anctlon was opposod
by representative men. Blnce only the
golflsh Interosts of a few are Interfered
with by the present law, the state has
no legitimate reason for Interference.
The hotels and garages can do bus-
neas without billboards at all turns of
the roads. BSo far as ‘that goes this
outrageous defacement of the scenery
might do more to Injure thelr business
than to help It. No retreat should be
sounded in this fight agalnst an in-
tolerable nulsance.

Shillaily.
London Chronlela,

The shillelagh, which showed at Louth
that it has not entlrely lost its old |m-
portance as s fadtor In declding eleotlons,
i¥ no raw HImb of a tree. Tt lg almost
as muoch a work of art as ik well-bal-
anced ericket bat. The old shlllelaghs
were as oarefully looked after by their
loving owners as i a rifle In the wilds
Cum from the sturdiest of young black-
thorns, and showing as little taper s an
ebony tuler, It was welghted with lead
or Iron at the end nearest the grip, so
that its centor of gravity was about four-
fifths of the way from the hitting end.
When properly seasoned Ly, helng kept
in the nelighborhood of the farm oven
for n few months, It became a thing of
supple steel. And the proper pronuncin-
tion of the name of this fearsome weapon
is the melodious one of "shill-ally," with
the wccent on the “atl”

A Missourl Patrisrch.
Tuscunibla Autogram.

W. H. Scott, of Tavaerp, Maries County,
Missourl, celebrated his 83d birthiay a
few dnys ago and claims a record of en-
durance not excelled by any one of his
age. During last Spring and Summer he
cut the timber and split 39 ralls, making
As many as & of them in a single day,
He /s the father of M children. H grand-
childron, @ grest-g bildren and four

Ereat-grea

PRESIDENT TAFT MAKING GOOD
Politienl Barometer Snhown Admimistra.
tion Is Growing Upom Comniry.

Louls Ludlow, in Indlanapolis Star,

Congress has been in sesslon twb wesks,
During that fortnlght President Taft has
done more to win publie eateem for his
Administration than during all of the
previous period of his service as tha Chief
Magistrate, The fairness and the catho-
Helty of apirit he has manifested In deal-
ing with many diverse and important sit-
uailons have met with quite general ap- |
probation at the seat of Government, and
thousands of persona who formerly men-
tioned him only to eriticise, arse now
agreeing with ths goeneral verdict that
“Presldent Taft Is making good.”

The impress of the President’'s judlelal
mind {s becoming more and more etamped
upeh his Administration. He Is an old-
fashloned Presldent. He [s an sconomlical
President. Ha s a constitutional Presi-
dent. Ha eees things from evary angle.
and, with calm and sober polse, works |
out. conclusions that are sound and In |
conformiiy with the best public ml!c}‘.i
He never goes off on a tangent. He o)
making the White Housa a pliuce whera
peace abldes and whera every individual
and svery Interest has a day In court.

Washington s the Nation's political
barometer, and the readings of thé ba-
rometter indlcate that the Taft Admin-
istration is growing upon the country as
A& wiss and just Administration. That it
Eeome good to get back to this Jefferson-
ian simplieity and restfulness lg the
opinion of the peopls, as reflected here. |
Nothing tliat A Presldent of ths United
Statvs hag sald In recent years has made
a greater hit than the hope which ha
exprosped in lis recent message that
the country might now have a rest from
agitation,

It ean be sald truthfully that now, for
the firat (ime, Mr. Taft has a fres fleld
and & falr show to carry out his own |dens
as President., 2nd he I# Inunching out
Along lnes which prove that he has a
broad, patriotio wiew of the dutles “of
the Chief Magilstracy. Heretofore tha
shndow of Theodore Roosevelt and the
blg stick has been over the Whita House.
The recant cataclysmal election removed
that shadow, clarified the politieal at-
mosphers, drove the feverlshness out of
the body politle, and left Mr, Taft fres
to earry out his own ldeas of administra-
tive government,

The succeas he is making has dlsillo-
sioned the Democratic leaders of Con-
gress Who had plcked him out as a sort
of political pudding to be devoured in the
campalgn of 1812 Now these same lead-
éra are beginning to =es that he has
mappoed out nn administration and a
policy of Geallng with public questiona
thst will impress the country with such
favor as to making him a hard man to
benat In the next Prosldential electlon.,

GROWTH OF ENGLISH WORDS,
Latest Stntisties Show There Are Over
400,000 Ia Modera Dietlonary.
New York Evening Post
Those who habltunlly can not find
words to expross thelr feelings will be
chagrined to learn from latest stailstics
that thore are over 400,000 at thelr dis-
posal, exclusive of forelgn languages.
Whilsa the returns of the census during
the Ilast months have beon causing
various excitements, it has escaped gen-
eral motice that the littla denizens of
the dletionary ha beed multiplying,
too. P. W. lLong, of Cambhridge, has
ecollected figures that tell a startling

talo.

The tirdit English diclonary In any
real sepse was not published until 1804
It contains three thousind “hard usyal
English words . . . gatherad for the
beneflt and help of ladles, gontlswomaen,
or any othér unskliful persona' Then
came, to stop only at significant works,
the Bailey dictlionary. which was s
popular in the elghteenth century as was
Wehster's In the nineteenth; and a
Nttle Intar that by D, Johnson, which
in Todd's famous editlon in 1518 had
only G600 words. Webster, In 1828,
printed 50,000; Worcoster, in 1848, §.000.
Webster!'s International, issued th's
year, has more than 400,000, and what
will be the ‘total of the Oxford diction-
ary whoen ocompleted one can only gld-
dily infer from the recent statements by
Bir James Murray that he has tive mil-
Hlon ilustrative quotations stored in an
fron room In his gardemn. .

Like the great Influx Into the citles
from the country, tha mew words that
linve rushed Into the dictlonary start an
impulsgive cheer, but In a thoughtful
mind also the lagging doubt that they
may have doserted a more desirable
abode. Back three centuries Shakespeare
carried about In his head five times as
many wors as the dictlonary then con-
talned: toduy It has a hondred word
for every one which a good writer wllﬁ
une. Clearly, there's a moral here, even
though mnot quite so obvious as [t has
peen made to seem. The great galng
{n the number of words recorded, within
the last fifty years have, of course,
¢ome from n minute raking over of alil
accessible Engilsh documents, and from
spocial branches of human labor, par-
tioularly the sclences in which changing
conditions have made necossary Dosis

of new terms.

Nobbing Law of Its Terreor.

Birmingham News,

The folly of permitting criminal
cases to lag as they do In America
has been demoustrated In a rather
striking fashion [n Piltisburg, whers
o0 of the so-called “graft cases” have
fallen through becausa of the death
of two withoases

When the erlmos which shocked all
Pittshurg wore first exposad thase wit-
nesses wora allve and thelr testimony
was of such z character that convic-
tlon In a great majority of Instances

soemaed inevitable. Delays ‘Tollowed,
howaver. after thes manner of such
casen, and now the chances of the

guilty being punished are prictically
nil.

The death of the Ilast of these wit-
nesaes, which was attributed to pneu-
monia, wis attended by circumstances
puch as to arouss a susplelon of foul
play, &and this phase of the sublect ia
being investigated. Howevar, the re-
sult can have no bearipg upon the case
of the three-score men who have es-
capad or upon the, fate of as many
more who are yet to be tried.

“Lome Tree on Oregon Trall”
Omaha World-Herald.

In the early dayz of Moerrick County,
Aduring tho 'b0s, thore stood on the north
bank of the Platte River south of what
s now Central City a glant cottonwond
{ree. This tree was close to the old
Oregon trall, and for mlles up and down
{he river there was not anothgr tree to
be found. Under its spreading branches
emigrant trains halted for rest to escuape
the heat of the day under Its beneflcent
shnde. It came to be known to the early
travelers of the plain as the Lone Tree.

Finally its branches withered and its
trunk rotted and the old tree fell down,
and the spot where It stooldl was aimost
forgotten. A short tlme ago & Move wis
set on foot by the old metilers to xet up
some sultable mark on the spot where the
Lone Tree siood, and the matier has
peen taken before the county board of
supervisors. A marble shaft will be =et
up. On the shaft wiil be tha simple
words, “Hers stood the old Lone Tree
on the Oregon trail”

Women Voters Help Women.

" Indianapolis News.

Mrs. Helen M. Wiseson, who has been
electied State Superintendent of Publie
tnstruction ln Colorado, l= sald to owe
her elsction to the nonpartisan vote of
the women, Though the Democratls
awept the state Mrs. Wixson, who was
nominated by the Republicans, re-
celved 4 Iarge majority, women with-
out vegard for party lines voting for

(know you; will 3
| misjudging you?r

Life’s Sunny Side

A young woman rushed up (o a youug
man on Superior avenua the other duy
and shook hands with him cordially, *I
have a confesslon to make td you” she

gurgled. “You won't bellave i, but I
always thought you drank.”

The young man fingered for a clove
and tried not to blush.

“*And now,'* she pursued, T find that
You are actually a temporance worker.

Now I see you are trying to be modest

and deny it. but vou can ney foal me
again, 1 overheard my hrother sayving,
in his slangy wiy. it Yol were n
sreat boomofightor! O he was in earn-
est. Why, } safd t You hnd pun-
shed more of L4 than any other
ten men In Cleveland. I'm proud to

u ever pardon me for

Bhe wins gone hefore }IQ. gnt through
choking.—~Cleveland Plain Dealer.,

- - .
Benator Depew, at o dinner in Washing
ton, recounted & number of senatorial
“bulls.”

"It was a Southern Benntor,” he satd,

| *who once met an !nterruption with the

etarn and lofty retyke:

* "The gentleman, like a mousing owl,
s nlways putting in his ear whera 1L
sn't wanted.

“T think it was a Senstor from Chicago
who conce declared:

“*The !ron heel :\f* wtern necossity
darkens every hearthstone.’ a

*And I'll never forgot a Texas orator's
pathetio cry:

NIl you stamp out the last Micker-
Ing embers of a life that s fast ebbing
away * “—Pittesburg Gazette-Times.

. e

Bdwin Markham, the famous author of
“Tha Man With the Hoe,'' 1as a bittar
epponent of c¢hild labor. Discussing the
¢ffort that he (s making toward the ra-
form of child-labor laws, Mr. Markham
sald recently:

T would abolish, too, the contemptibly
unjust gystem of fines. What ri
an employer o fine & hand an hour’
for flve minutay’ Iateness? Whe
has he, becauss the hand has Jdamaged
some goods 2 cents worth, to fine hioa
&

dime?
Mr. Markham, after a moment’'s pauss,
emiled.

“1 wish to goodness he said, “‘that
overy victim of the despleabls flna sys
tem had the same story to tell as an
gctor I heard of yestenday.

‘“This actor worked under a manager
who was a grest finer. For a bad make-
up, for Iatanesa, for nolsa in the wingms,
for a hundred things the plavers wers
bilked from a quarior to $& 7The worst
of all the fines was one of 10 cents for
fallura to return ‘propertiss’: for thie
was a duty that every one continually
forgot,

“In a filnancial Arama ons night tha
supply of stage monsy ran out and the
manager loaned an actor §8 or $9 in real
bills to use in the next scene.

“Tiwe manager sald sternly to the actor
the following Saturday:

"By the way, Booth, you haren't re-
turned that 38 I gave you in saat thres

Mondesy night.

H*Never mind.," sald the actor. ‘Just
fine ms a dime.' "—Phlladelphin Ledger.

» L - -

H. C. Thayer, “Pop" Thayer, of Penn-
evlvania football fame, was talking at
the Rittenhouse Club In Philadelphia
about the new football rules

proved lesa fltted to tactics and
than the old rules’*
play so opem t
was lHke—well,

“Thiey
Eeneralship
““They made the
atiempt al stratogy
the Swlss walter,

"“Once, on & walking tour ln the Borntss

Oberland, I reproached the wnlter at a
little {nn Tor bringlng ma the wr wine
v *Hore, you've hbrougl me e

Mouton Rothschild.* I sald, ‘when
dered Pontet Canat'
“The winlter retired and through

klnss partition I =aw him take His napKin

the

and qulally wipoe ths still wet Isbel off
the bottle. Then he called:

‘“ “flans, another Iabel Pontet Canet,
quick! “"—=Philadelphla Record.

. L -

“Rig BlI" Edwards, New York's popu-
lar and efMelent street commisaioner, said
on A day of gleat and snow:

“This is the kind of weather that made
Tommy Oreen Iaté for school

Y vpommy,” said hie t

noarly 2 minutes late. W

“it's the walkin', ma'am,” sald Tommy
Green,  '"The walkin® ls thuat bad down
whare I live that ror every siep forward
on the way to school this mornin' I took
two ateps backward.'

The teacher smiled scornfully

“iAy that rute, Tommy," she sald, ‘you'd
never have reached the school at all’

“'No more I would, ma'am, said
Tommy Groeen, ‘so I turned round to go
home uguin, and in a llttls while here
1 was at the schoolhouse,’ ”—New York
Presa,

NEW SET OF WISE SAWS NEEDED

old-Fnshloned Ones Do Not Fit Inte
Madera Situntlons,
Cleveland Plain Dealer,

MeQur-

vYou know all the copybool,

foy's reader Iine of talik about taking
thes advice of one's oliera?™’ began ile
sail-cyed, undersized ltile man on the
Euclid ear. “Bure you 4o, Now Ia
me tolll you sometihing Ses that big

apartment-hoiuse over there on the right?
And that tttle business biock right next

to 1t*

“Wwall, there woaren’t any sparimont-
houses or business biocks on It when 1
first clapped eyes on It* It wus a howl-
ing wlidernes, In fact, and you eould
almot chase rabbits up here, That wis
about 18 years ago. 1 had a hunch p -
and [ wos only 18 yoars old at that tir
that this land would some day jump in
viiua by Jenpe and bounda When I was
% years old 1 came Into a bunchh of
§5000. I went to my guardian, an oli
men, preity prominent in e#sste man-
agoement and wisdom at that thne, and I
told him I wanted to souk the whole
$15.000 In Lhis hlock of ground 1 pointed
out to you. The block was then on the
market for exactly $15,000 The old gen-
mae.

tlemuan pooh-poohed

W 5Go awey: boy,' he suld to me. with

a patronizing smile. ‘You don’'t know

what you want, It's my 4duty to save

yvou from wild nations Fuch as this ono
got into your hend. They'll be

yowve
shooting rabbits and squirrela out thers
on that point §0 years from now. G'way.’

“1 agrgued It with him, and hs mat
down on me. Then he ¥ t and invosted
my $15000 ot 3 por oe nt.

“Phres yvoars ago the man who bought
that same block of ground foar FIRM0 sald
it for about 040 cash, and he's now
crulsing over In the Mediterfanoan or
soma place or ather, while I'm taking
my wife out for nickal ear rides and
wondéring whers my $4L,00 went \

“There's got to be a new seét of Wwise
mws invented for 20th ceniusy consuwmp-
tion, 1 'The McGuftey's reader kind are
moth eaten.”

Gladstone nnd ihe Heckler.
Westminster Gagetie.
Mr. Gladatone was altogether intol-
arant of the heckler. During his last

Midlothian campuign he wns ques-
tioned by Sir, then Mr., John TUaher
of Norton, who hxd once been Giad-

stone's chalrman of committee, on the
gubject 6f the Irish proposals. To ons
or two Inquiries a curt reply was given.
“am I to understant™—Mr, Usher was
beginning. “Under=stand!" The %ald
stateaman leaped to his feet. "I am
responsible for the understanding that
the Almighty has put in this skull of
mine,” tapping his forehead. "1 am
not responsible, peolnting hkis finger
nt the questioner, “for the understand-
ing that he has put In that skull of
yours.” The effect of this rebuks wis
overwhelming. Mr. Usher sank specch?®

her. » L

less into his sedt,



