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& milsage or distmnce tariff that will
give intermadiate polnts the advaniage
of a proportionats chargel This
would be ldeal, i the scale of
through-rail rates could be made ex-
actly the swme as for the through
water haul; but In practice, It docs
aot and cannot work out !a that man-
Bar.

The Medford writer will ngres, of
courss, that thes rallroad ls entitlied to
a falr return—a reasonable profit—on
any haul, whether to Medford or to
the ssaboard. If the rates to Med-
ford wers to be fizeqd on that basls
ha would have no further reascn to
camplain: byt i, In that event he
found giso that the railroad was tak-
ing through business from Portland to
San Franclsto for what It could get,

would or should e ualso say that the

rafiroad must not take the business,
but must refuss 1tT In other words,
would ha Insist that the rate to San
Prancisco fromn Portiand should be ad-
fusted on the basis of the rail rata to
Medford and not the competitive
water raie to San Franelsco? We
think he would not say so, though In
affect that Is precisely what he says
in his lotter. He wauld say, or he
shouid say, that the rats to Medford
should b= & mte falr to Medford—
jdentical with the rats to other pluces
similarly situated as to location, dis-
tance, and conditions. A reasonable
rats to Medford s a rate that yields
the rallroad a proper return for s
service.

There ara perplexing and compll-
eated aspocts 1o the rate-making prob-
jem that have puzzied the most ex-

perienced and scientific experts of the |

country. The Madford contention 1
net new. It was made prominent by
Spokane, which after yeurs of ceases
fess agitation procursd from the Inter-
state Commerce Commlssion a decision
that Jjowered (the (ranscontinental
tariff to Spokane, but dlstinctly recog-

nized the principle of water competi- |

tlon., The rates ta Spokane were 100
high because the rallroads were charg-
ing Spokane too much, not because
they were charging Portiand, Seattle,
er Tacoma too lttle. If the smhippers
n? Medford are able to demonstrate
that the rates from Portland or [rom
any other peint are cxorbitant on
thelr merits, they ought to have re-
dress. and we hope they will get It
PBut Medford can hardly succeed any
better than Spokane succveded. by at-
wcking the controlling factor of waler
competition.

FEATHER DUSTERS

A germ afloat in the alr s In his
native elemant. IHo ls master of the
altoation. No matter whether he be-
jongs to the pneamaonia tribe or tuber.
culosis or what not, so leng as he Is
flying about on the breeses ke has the
advantage. He will get breathed In
or swallowed or will effect & lodge-
ment in somebody’s eve and In the end
fe will alay his vietim. But when
the germ settles down on the plano
top or the looking-ginss ho = help-
Jess. He can no longer make wanton
amsanlts upon unsuspecting humanity,
But must lle and walt for some min-
fater of death to set him afloat again
Usually this instrumentality of de-
struction is a fomther duster.

Tine waa when the feather duster

the

the trade balance in our faver, but
| also be supplving employment to vast
numbers of workmen, who In turn
will supply & market for the products
of the American farme. Twao or Lhrée
months of foreign trade like that
shown by the Ootober returns wilil set-
| tle the maiter of An easy MONsy Mar-
ket for at least another six months,

] FROM SMALYL BEGINNING.

The Oregon Rallroad & Navigation
Company, lke its predocessors, the
Orsgon Rallway & Navigation Com-
pany, the Oregon Steam Navigation
Company, and the origical “paal,”
known as the Uwmilon Transporiation
Company, s about to pass luto radl-
road history and in its place will ap-
pear the Oregon-Washington Raliroad
& Navigation Company, & hew lacor-
poration, which Is to take over all of
the main lUnes and branches of the
| old sywtera, Tha history of this groat
transportation company is inseparahbly
woven with that of the State of Ore-
gon. Begun in 1562 with a few small
|s:ca.mt-o.nu and a tramway belwean
the upper and lower Cuscades and
abundantly capitalized at 32,000,000,
tho Oregon-Southern Navigation Com-
pany, in 1876, lost fis identity in tha
| pew Oregon Rallway & Navigation
| Company, with & capltalization of §6.-
| 000,000, and with a considerabls mile-
| age of real rallroad and numearous
steamera and steamships,

More mlles of raliroad and
capitalization were involved when the
Oregon Rallway. & Navigstlon was
succeedsd by thes Oregon Rallrond &
Navigation Compeny, and now with
gome of the original incorporators of
| the Oregon-Southern Navigation Com-
pany still with us, thers appears the
Oregon-Washington Rallroad & Navi-
gation Company, & $50.000,00 corpor-
ation with 3474 miles of track ramify-
ing nearly all the best portions of Ore-
gon, Washington and Idaho, Through-
out its growth and changes of owmner-
| ship and mansgement this “Oregon®
corporation has always retalned Port-
land #s hendquarters, and all
products of the great empire which,
first, its steamboata and finally ita rall-
road tralns hauled out of the country
were brought to Portland. So long as
tha control of the great property re-
malned in the hands of Oregon men,
wiio could understand the require-
ments and the posaibilities of ths Im-
mense territory in which it enjoyed &
transportation monopoly, construction
work kept well up with the demands
of the country.

With the passing of the control to

u

a mensurs abaundoned, and, the fleld
being left open, other lines appearad
and diverted much husiness to Puget
found. The rosds leading across the
Cascade Mountaing could not, how-
ever, competo on anything near even
terpes with the water lavel grades of
the "Oregon” road. and to this fact
was due the buliding of the North
HBank road to Fortland. The construc-
tlon of that line had an immediate sf-
on the Eastern stockholders in
the “Oregon” road, and (o protect
thelr maln lnes, work was begun on
the praject which until this week was
kbown as the “mysterions”™ North
Coast roed. The actvity of the Hill

fect

i

1y materinls and tools and ma-

may
chin . and malintains a system of |
miarkets whereby he ¢an sell his man-

ufactured product All ths property
of such business Is to be exampted by
& 1s tax and lund anly 1= to bhe tnxed,

ng

whose value, howeover, fs less created |

by Eoclal forces than other valucs of
thing= which are to be froe of tax.

All this may be a bit premature—
perhaps a vear or too early, since the
threat of single tax is not to be car-
rled out, ita supporters say, untll 1912,
But the subject has acquired a mnew
interest mud a vitanl ons, slnce
constitutional barrier to the innova-
tion has been nbolished.

The only rational meothod of taxa-
tion, the bhst that men hava ever de-
vised, int of levylng upon all prop-

erty, of whatever kind and nature, nc-

cording to Its actual or market value |

—aqually and uniformly.

LOOKING FORWARD TO 1813,

Colonel Reosevelt s not lkely to
get a unanimous call from any Na-

the |

tiona! Republican convention to be lis |

candldate for President, and he does
not expect it, of course. What he
means when he sald—Iif he has sald—

to his friends that ha Is 'n & receptive |

mood is that he will take the nomi-
nation if they can get It for him. Per-
haps they can and will get it, but not
svithout an organized and aggressive

| fight,

|
more |

the |

New York interests, this pollcy was in |

|

i
\
|

The Republican party in 1812 will
be confronted by an extraordinary
dllesama. If It shall nominate Taft,
Taft will lose the great Middle West
It it shall nominate Roosavelt, Roosa-
velt will loss the East. So It jooks
now.

mhe Democratic party has a great
opportunity. It also has Bryan. It
is in as awkward a fix as the Repub-
Hoans. The campalgn of 1212 is yet
to be won or lost

ISTO THE 1813 INITIATIVE HOPPER.

The results of the recent election
where'n the voters rejected twanty-
three out of thirty-two measures are
sald by some persons to be an abso-
lute vindieatlon of the mitiative. It
Is rather an emphatle demonstration
of the purpose of the people to pre-
vent overuse und obvious abuse of
the Inltiative. Yet has the lesson
boen sufficlenthy impressed on the pro-
fessionnl law-tinkerers and lfe-long
devotees of particular leglsiative fads,
tancles and folllea?

Here woe have already the prom-
iso—the certalnty—of half dozen bills
for inltintive action in 1913, We are
to have prohibition, femals suffrage.
repeal of the county tax amendment,
making the single tix measure opeéra-
tive, county divislon, w&nd several
others. The list may ba and will be
enlarged Indefinitely, so that the rec-
ord of thirty-two already bids fair to
be badly broken

Some d4day the peopls, through a
Constitutional amenfiment, will put
necessary protectlon about the Initia-
tive. It Is inevitable. They will stop
this business of bringing up the same
old lssues at every election. They will
require proper selection and scrutiny
of measyres before submisslon. They
will cut out the helter-skelter, hit-
or-inlss, method of putting

| must

ITmmigration Commissioner Keefe
’

gives voive to the wonder of
many observant people  on this
coast who find multitndes of
Chinesse who ‘no sabby Melican”
althhough the exclusiom Ilaw went
into effect nearly a generation ago, In
all those vyears eoven an Australian

savage could learn Engilsh

Why is not today a good time to hHe-
gin Christmas shopping? You can
get severnl gifts out of the way after
dfnner tonlght. Salespesople wlil not
be nearly so tired then as they will
be three weeks from now.

Unquestionably the most direct, eas-
fest and cheapest way for Great Brit-
ain to sound read publle sentiment on
woman suffrage is to foilow the Amer-
fecan plan. Let the maoiles decide by
Lallot,

of youthful
be shifting from the Bay
State, for now comes # 19-vear-old
Maryiander to glve the Interstate Com-
meren Commission peints on vates and
rights,

prac

"ill

The

canter

Rosed In bloom in the open tha last
weak of November are no uncommon
gight in Portland. Thers have been
seasons without freezing weather when
blossoma were cut as late as Febru-
ary.

Another evidence of Oregon's rapid
growth Is offered in the State Treas-
uref's report, which shows that pub-
e expenditures are nearly $4,000,000
A year.

Thera is Hitle danger of a tie-up of
rallway trafflc. The engineers never
gtrike, for the roads always “come
through' before the time of trouble.

The college football season Is ovar.
Now for Caesar, geometry, “‘trig" and
other minor stunts—for which, pre-
sumably universities are maintained.

This week'n events
fill a long-feit wamnt
Itbrettists by furnishing a
génuine comic operi.

in Rlo Janlero
among modern
plot for a

With a baseball game in Havana on
Thanksgiving day, the Americaniza-
tlon of Cubas may be sald to have be-
gun o earnest.

At Salem mext week the Oregon De-
velopment League will sound

whole mpamut of affective cuommuniLly |

advertising.

Mr. Carnegie gave away another two |

milllon Thanksgiving day. 3Mr. Car-
negle's efforts to dle poor are dis-
tressing.

it seems that Hood River is held-
ing two mpple shows simultaneousiy:
One in Chicago, the other at home,

The Colonel will strengthen his hold
on the Far West by sloughing off
Pinchot.

Restlessness ls  spreading In  the

republics,

lha!

the malter

ADMINISTRATOR IS PROTESTED
Brothers of Greeks Killed In Acels
dent Petitton Court.
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and asks that Jim D! o sppolnt-
ed y Anagn Nick
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Painter Wins £$2000 Verdlet,

Verdict for $2000 was 2 yeu-
terday agal : B VLY,
Power & Lilg ¥y & jury In
the sult of Wa for Injuries

| he sustained ] kK from
‘ high voitage paint-
ing the Moar
sued for §li
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erly filed under the Jaw.

HILLAPAN INDICTMENTS STAND

Judge DPonworth Overrules Objlec-

tions of Rich Realiy Man.

TACOAMA,. Wash., Now, —f{Special)
al Judge Donworth today over-
demurrers o the indictment
ra Dayton Hillman, and heir
1@ decision

+¥

T

X itments  valld, 1
ars i to the six Indictments
agalnst an perzonally, accusing
him of racy &ud fraudulent use
withholds opinion on the

it, which charges em-
nan with conspiricy to
the malls,

snth indiot

o
ployes af HIl

defraud by usoe of

! A mutrer to Hillman's motions te
qu the [bdictmonts was filad by
Distriot Attorney Todd  Hillman
been ordered to sear In court Th
day afternoon, D mber 1, to plead.

Indians YWear Addresses.
Novw.

INMAWA. Or, 5. —{Bpecinl.)—
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