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PORTGOMMIGSION
MAKES ITS REPLY

Charges of Malfeasance in
Office Untrue, Members
Say in Statement.

RECORDS OPEN TO PUBLIC

Actlon Upon Varfous Contracts Is
Reviewed — Postponement of
Work on Broadway Bridge
Is Declared Beneficial
PORTLAND, Nov, 14 To the Edi-
t The i Commianion
regrol the T asking The
(rregon publish so AR com-
the one Inc

sion finally bought the two boats for
$55,000 and are quite satisfled that they
ware worth that The Waliula !s in-
sured at lowest rates for $56,000, and
the Ocklahama for $30.000; they have al-
ways becen and continue to be parvice-
able boats, nelther one having re-
quired any repalrs beyond the usual
annual overhauling. in the course of
which the Wallula's steering gear,
which was known to be slightly defec-
tive. wher we took her, was put into
parfect order. The opinlon of the
“river men” that the Ocklahama Was
a “junk heap worth no more than $15,-
000" can hardly be considered of value
in view of the above facts

Fourth—Juggilng the awarding of

into by the Port of Portland or on lia
behall (except for small emergency
purposes) without due advertising ac-
cording to law, and the reception of
| bids which are opened at a public
mecting of the boxrd In the presence
of all the bidders that choose to at-
tend—as they generally do For the
proposaed contract to bulld the tug (aft-
erward called the Oneonta) there were
only two contestants, wviz: Moran
Brothers at $§5,700, and the Willamette
Iron & Steal Works at §52.,350. The
competition was fully advertised and
was open to all; there was no collusion

that such collusion, if any, falled of Its
purpose.
Oneonta Not Unscaworthy.
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they have felt that the falseness of
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Fifth—Building
sea-going tug on lines
unfit for such usa In
and cArrying out these
Hallin had protested against
being entirely wrong.

Answer—The plans for the Onconta
were made by an employe of the Com-
following lnes of the
enlarged strengthened,
fore sald plans were accepted
furnished to bidders, they

to Frederick Gardner, o
of the Union Iron Works, &

during

that made her
heavy weather,
plans after one
them as

the

and

mission,

Wallula,
but b
and
submitted

: af the
concern for the
known export ia such matle g
pronounced them altogether satisfac-
and workable, although he sug-
two or three unimpartant

with regard

changen. As (o the report
s member

to Ballin's part in the affalr
of the Commission s prepared to make
oath that this same Ballln stated to
him fBaliin) had
he Oneonla, had superin-

drawn

the p # for

tended her construction and was iu all
respects responsible for the boat. This
was before the time when she was al-
leged to be unssaworthy—a false alle-
Eatlon, as she goes Oout aover the bar
and tows vessels In all westhers and
is fully insured at lowest rates, which
Intter fact alone disproves the charge

of unscaworthltiess

Sixth—Dredging the Columbia
River outalde of the scope of the Com-
mission’s authorized work, for private
interasts, al figures which are presum-
ably insufficlent for the work

Answoer—All the dredging above re
ferred to was done at the request of
thea United States Engineer and pald
for by the United States Government,
except in & case where some emargency
work was dome for a private corpora-
n and the full hire of the dredge
paid, wviz $200 per day for all
t!me employed—the dredge being
Portland

Dredging Fully Paid For,

Seventh—Dredging in Portland har-
bor for the G t Northern Rallway at
s figure tnadequate for the work

Answer—This dredging was done un-

the
the

der three contracts with the Portland
& Searttle ERallway Company, ono by
the dredge Portland at varying prices

cuble yard from 10 to 15 cents,

per
which netted $234 per working day for
the time occupied. another for Alllng
up Couch Lake and adjoining property

by the Columbia, for which they pald
the sum of $125 per day. and a third
annel at the site of the

Wills rtte River mt
was dona

by the dredge Colum-
$450.66 per working day.

aid
€00x1500

per
L ol )M,
and wreouants are aodited ov t » basin above the bridge,
months by re neible accounts 1 | foot, was dredged by the Columbia at
all the ts herein ma ‘n charge of $325 per day For the
B8 thery reiate to the acts of Alling of Couch Lake and the dock mite,
mimminy zn he substantiated by com- | all the material came out of the har-
parison with (ils recondis bor. resulting in & new and nstraight
Fo wing l» a list of all the ct channal, so that the worlk, which soon-
that have heon mads agninst the Com | ar or later would have had to be done
mission and its members, 0 far na | B tha C 1
ther have appeared | the newspapers, | Wwas done wit st vwhatever
with a specific nnsweor appended in each | Up to that the charpes for une
cas iredecs by outmide parties
With regard to the first one thal 5150 per y for the Portland as
mppears, viz: an indefinite charge of | T8 for the Columbia, but in view of
Fralt against Mr. Ewigert ln connection | Increasing expenscs and mt the sugges-
with the Pacific Hridge Company n tion of the engineer, the rates were
the Willumetts 1 & Sieel We | ratsea from 515 to 2% and from 500
ARUES Can « | | to ==

| Elphth-Improving the channel of the
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Answer—The Commisslion doosn't clalm
perfection for ts work. which i= at all
. very much handicapped by exist-
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the owners of
extmding along the harbor
would put in bDulkbeads which the
of Portland has for yeara endeav-
to !nduce them to do, but almost
r without eflect. The Bme
lies agairmt the work, up to
ot time, of United States
neent whick, howerver, will
» with the Port in permansnt work
as the M-foor project s started.
~Throwing hids on a stemn-
boat and rejecting the plans of the
because tiere appeared in the
bide an envelops of a Caltfornia
evmnpany which was known to make low
offers of construction, and mow having
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Bscond—Paying the Pacifie Bridge | 2% piane prepared by an t':TpTr‘}c of
and Robert Wakefield 3170,.- | the Willametts Iron & Steal Warks. ap-
'ng the drydock, when two - order to give that company a
pompetent persofis had offered to build " 3
it for 3110.000 %
Answer—Tha reconds of the pore | M ¢
show Al thare were soven bhiddera for Answer—Ther 1 foun-
the comtrast 1o bulld the drvdock, and | S5 the above allegations: sbortly
that the bids ranged from §230.000 by over the towage service in
the Peortlasd Shipballding Company Columbla rivers, the
down to 3180000 by Robert Wakefleld, plans to be made for
who was the lowast and w hozt going tugy and au starmwhoel
tharefore the econtract was duly | P04t upos the sendation of th
ararded. The sum of I was Bow- ineer that two aft of each
ever, added to his bid ¢t e T the perv
tions in ppecifiont A the same
full contmaat price §! W accordingly. was decided to re-
ohserved that all three stat Ject of 1k s, on account of
talned in thla charge are unt tho L e = boaats and of Lthe
P Bridge Company | Wonw me that would bdbe occupled In
obert Wakefleld dida’t receive . | their eonstruction. and to Isase soch tow-
and thete was no bd of $L10.000 l{q.,‘r. as were necessary (in addition to
of Any : less than 5146 000 |‘:-.,. Walluls and Ocklahama) until such
Third—paying for the Wallula and |t as the Commimsion and s om-
Ocklabhama the sum of 55000 when | +a should have had some experience
they were worth not over $67.000 and | Wt the -service apd be betier able to
the latter boat wes oo tiver | determine how large a permanent in-
men as a junk heap, T was abeolutely necrssary. The
ceed 15000 by itself Conumission s now hav the plans
. ; dmmwn for & Dew stemwheel Dboat
Boats Worth Price Paid. | simewhere mated), but by an employe
Answer—The asking price by the 0. | thelr own, and not of the Willunetite
R & N Company for the two boats was | Ir & Seeel Works; amd should they
$110.000—580,000 for the Wallula and | decid to bdufld Dber, the contract will
$30.000 for the Ockiabama The boats | be awarded only according to law, after
ware saamined b5y ths Port of Port. |dne advertising and open competition,
Jand's engineer, who reportied that the |10 the Pparty making the mosi advan-
worth fully 0000 in | tagwois B

Ocklahama wis
his judsment. as she was very nearly
as good as new, having been rebmilt
and had new bollers wilhin & few
wears, but that the §50.080 wan oo
much for the Wallula. After several
offers and counter offers, the Commls-

! Forve Hoduced for Econom)y.
Tent!i— Discharging the supariniendent
af the drydock becaise bhe war (oo active

in peiting busipeas to campwte with the
Oregon  Drydock OCompany, which s

contracts for construction of the tug |
Oneonta. etc.
Answer—Xo contracis are entercd

atl 12 cents |

'When You Buy

A or
Heating Stove

you want to know exactly what
| you are getting. You want to
be positive that you are getting
your money's worth. You
| should feel that every dollar
you exchange for a stove will
| come back to you in service—

| heat and low fuel consumption.

'Charter Oak
’ Stoves and Ranges

| have stood the test for sixty-three years.
|‘I‘odny as yesterday and the day before
they are working in tens of thousands of
| bomes, doing better service than you ever
thought possible of a stove. Nowhere
| will you find a stove or range that has the
back-bone of a Charter Oak. Look where

among biddera, so far as any of the | g <
Commissionera are informed, and the | )'m.;,v:;l::hnoncl was cver made that equals
fact that the mctum] cost of construc- | by balf the value you can get out of any
tion was in excess of $85,000 ashows | Charter Oak.

The Charter Oak has a Fire Back that
is guaranteed for five years if coal is used;
whereas in the consumption of wood it
carries a guarantees of Twenty Years.

Charter Oak Stoves and Ranges are well and |

{ thoroughly mads by the most skilled men known
to the trade. No skimping or low grade metals—

| mo light linings—ao scaraty f rivets and bolts.
They ure the beat stoves that can be made for
they'se the work of the pioneer stove men in
America, constructed of the stroagest and high-
est grade materials obtainable.

A Charter Oak Heating Stove adds comfort,
cheer and dignity in any noom you place it. They

| give every bit of heat required with less fuel con-
sumptios than any other stove and require less
attention. A Charter Oak Range is the most sa-
tisfactory and ecanomical cooking and baking ap-
paratus known. You're not everiastingly chock-
ing eitber the siove of the range with fuel. You're
not forever paying repair bills to keep them
working. They will pot go lame or fall to piccea,
They arc made to last and to give the acme of
service in every direction. They are gas proof,
You can go to bed and find your fre in good con-
dition the next morning and there will be 0o foul
odors in your room.

We want you to examine Charter Oaks, If in-
convesient 1o go to the dealer in your town, write
us for ourfree You can'tafford to buy a
siove or ragge uaotil you have found out all about
the Charter Oak.

FOR SALE BY

Freedman Hardware Co., Sales

Hexter
Agenis, #d and Ash Bis., Portinad, Or

|
Charter Oak Stove & Range Co.
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ametta Iron & Bteel
Bridge Company.
Me-
for toward the close
%, soon after it became
the income of the dock
largely reduced Dy com-
specially necessary

by

ami

owned

Worke Pacin

the I

Answer—The reslgnation of Robert
Intosh was=
of 1th

asked

ing so
1 as to make

to economize, and whan it appeared
that the reduced wvolume of businems
could easily be handled by one man.

The Commission therefore dlspensed with

the sorvic of Mclntosh (but not at the
msuggesatlon of Mr. Swigert), for which be
hid received 29 per month, and pro-
moted the assistant foreman at a salary
of $135 (being an Increase of §£5 per
month on what he bad recelved as a
subordinate), thus saving the sum of 0%
| PeT month. It really seeme Inconcelv-
abla that any right-thinking or unpre-
| judiced person could entertain for a mo-
| ment the preposterous charge that Mr.
| Swigert causod the discharge of Robert
Mclptonh bocaume of his great ability,
amd of Ma success In securing business
| for the public ck to the detriment of
| the Interests of the rival company! The
absurdity of such a charge ls wufficient
refutation

Elsventh—Preparing to bulld two new
tugs at approximately $00000 each, when
the need towing craft s disappear-
Ing owing Lo the !ncrease of the uss of
steam craft in the shipping businees.
Answor—The Commission is not pre-
paring to bulld two tugs, but ia having

for

the plans dmawn for one sternwheel
boxi, becauwe it has learned from ex-
perience that one river boat le nlto-

Insufticlent for the business,

wesont or prospoctive, and the
C selonn deems It cheaper to bulld
| & second boat than to hire outside tugs,

wbtantly dolng, and which,
increase of logging and
river, s becoming
While the Com-
import-

it e
to
other business on the
more and more dlfficult
nilssdon recognizes ths growing
ance of stenmabips as carriers. they are
of the bellaf that salllng craft and
barges will be used for many years, be-
wide which they have in mind that large
tramerm very seldom move in the har-

the

L.}
_[?- by means of thelr own power, and
| o3t always requdre the services of
| tughboats.
Dock Rates Explained.
| Twelfth—Increasing the rates of the

publle drydock about 6 per cenl, efc.
in rates

Answar—This alleged Increase
of docking has been explained in the
publie prin the rates have besn re-

duced, ‘but the experiment of giving two
days' dockage practically free, baving
proved unsuccesaful, was abandoned. and
a falr rate charged for each and every
day, in accordance with the custom ex-
isting throughout the werld The net
resuit of this is a reduced rate for one

duy. which pgenerally suffices for Lhe
docking, painting and cleaning of any
craft, however large, but of, course. ln

an increased rate if the vessel occuples
the dock for one or two days more at
rogular rates, instexd of at the experi-
mental figure of two cenis per day per
ton; after these two duys agaln the rates
are lower than before.
Thirteenth—Offering to lease the pub-
lle dock with an option of purchase to
the Oregon Drydock Company at an ab-
surdly low flgure, and with the Intent
of putting the docking business here 11)
the hands of a monopoly.
Apswor—The proposed lease of
| gork to the Oregon Drydock Company
pever got beyond the stage of prellmi-
pary negotiations. owing to the restrain-
ing ordar of ithe Cireulr Court issued on
the applicatl of Captain Crowe, but
they never juded an option of pur-
chase. They grew oul of the discovery
by the Commission that the Oregoa Dry-
dock Company was securing all the com-
petitive business, partiy by reason of Its
joeation, but malnly

the

mora convenlent

because of its right to do painting
and cleaning, which is forbldden
to the commisaion by the terms
of its charter. Theroupon it was sug-
gested to the Drydock Company that

it might be necessary fo make the pub-
lie dock absolutely-free, in order to con-
tinue It as a publle utility, upon which
inttmation Mr. Corbett propossd to lease
the dock at w rental -of about RH.00 per
annum and of about # per cent of the
gross recelpts of both docks, the lesoes
1o piy the operating expenses The com-
mission stipulated that It must continue
to filx the rates of dockage, and that
it must control the dock Itsslf to such
extent as to require the lessees always
to keep it open to ths public—precisely
as they have always done and as they
da now—to which Mr. Corbett assented.

in‘erference Costs Heavily.

Tuis Jomse would have resulted L an
Ineome of at lenst NO.00 per annum lo-
wurd the interest charge of &0 and
with the dock just as much a public
utidity as it Is now: but the result of
Captain Crowe’s action (the whole mat-
ter of the lease being bheld up for the

e

e e

e e—

See Regular Friday Advertisement

Last Page—Exceptional Bargains

Portland Agents for Adler-Rochester Clothes for Men—Gotham Shirts

The
Greater

Meier ®

Frank Store

1084th Friday Surprise Sale

Men’s Cooper Rib-
bed Underwear

Surprise Vs 98¢

Today for the big 1084th Friday surprise sale, in the men’s furnish-
ing section,*a sale of 5000 garments of the famous Cooper ribbed
Underwear for men, at one-third less than the.regular price. The
best fitting garments made; form fitting, well finished, with pearl
buttons and well faced; come in all sizes, gray only. Let shrewd
men tanke advantage of this rare opportunity to purchase a stand-
ard mpke of underwear at muech less than regular value.

§1.50 grade, special for 1084th surprise sale, the garment 9BC

1000 Pairs Men’s
aemee Fancy Hose

CASHMERE

25t050cVals.17c

Hose that mean comfort and satisfaction for Winter. Feel almost
as good as silk hose, wear well, and are a sensible article for wear |
these wet Winter months; come in plain or faney colors, tan, gray,

black, green, helio and faney effects. Regular 25e, 35¢ l?c

25¢e,

and 50e values, special for this surprise sale today at

Surprise Sale Men’s Suits

$20.00 Vals.at $

15.00

All-wool materials and the most snappy models; the sort th

wear; come in fancy worsteds, cassiméres and cheviots; the colors are grays,

.browns and dark fancy worsteds. We firmly believe these

to be the best regu-

lar $20 values in Portland. Sizes for all men. Special for to-

oj!y only—mail orders promptly filled—see Sixth-street window

$15.00

Colossal Pictyre Syrprise

_ _i'_c, 23c, 39c,

49c Each

this is to secure a very aceeptable gift at s small ontlay!
and gilt frames; genuine carbon photographs of famous clessies, Cupid

Size 5 x 7 inches, | Size 6 x 8 inches, | Size 7 x 9 inches,

35c values, S50c values, Z5c values,
special for ] 70 special for 230 | special for 39C

SEE FIFTH-STREET WINDOW DISPLAY MATL ORD

A sale of Framed Pictures that will set many thinking of Christmas, and what an opportunity
Ovals of all sizes, in black., brown

colored platinums, landseapes, marines, heads and figures, fruit studies, Indians, dogs, etc., ete.

sleep and Awake; hand-

[ Size 10x12 inches,
€1 values, 49C

special for
ERS FILLED

present, pending the result of an appeal) estab-

specifications: the Commission

who had pointed out to the members of
the Commission the danger of accepting

Emen many steers that looked perfectly
fhnlth}'. which when siaughtered proved

ls that the dock Is run at a hesvy loss. | lished the rule of using Government in- ]
Tts gross recelpts for dockage during ; spected mest only, Iargely vpon the ad- | any meat from animals that had not | to_be T"_'r}‘ul-'hl"'d with dl"‘-'il-"_f'-

the 12 months immediately following the | vice of the then Unlted States Commis- | been inspected by Government experte, Sixteenth—Thut the Commission made
opening of the other dock were HEME.(9 sary of the Department of the Columbla, | stating that In his experience he had (Concluded on page 14.)
(agninst F14,51L8 for the preceding 11 —

months) while the operating expanses

during that time were §I0A642 It Is

falr to say, however. that the said op- $1495 Round T ]p Fare $14.95 FORT GEORGE

orating expenses covered work done on

the Port of Portland's dredges and tug-

boats nnd care of its property during 0
the year. But the fact remalns that TO T
Captaln Crowe's Interference s costing

the port at the present time at least 10a,.-
000 per annum, with no benefit to any-
one,

Fourteenth—Making C. 1. Johanson
superintendent of the dock immedistely
after he, as Councilman in 8t. Johns, had
cast the deciding wote which gave to
the Portland Gas Company a gas fran-

APPLE

NATIONAL

HE

COMMERCIAL
CLUB

An organlzation of Fort George cltl-

SHOW

chise In that clty, C. F. Adams. Treas-
urer of the Port of Portland, belng presi- zeps nnd business men will give an-
dant of the Gns Company thentlc Information froe rTegarding
Answsr—An affidavit of C. L. John- openings for business and investments
In what will be one of tha largest

setting forth, among
other facts, that he was promoted to the
position of foreman by Charles F. Borig-
ert. and that st the time of the granting
of the franchise by the Common Coun-
cofl of St Johns, he had no acqualntance
with Mr. C. F. Adams, and had never
seen him; that he had never conmnected
In his mind the fact of Mr. Adamws
being president of the Gas Company
with that of his being also a member of
the commission; that ths only part he
took In the negotintions between the
city and the Gas Company Was to In-
aist that the work should be completed
in % days, as'against 19 days asked for
by them: that no request wWas sver mnade
of him by Mr. Adams, directly or Indi-
rectly, or by anyone representing or pre-
tending to represerit him, that he should
ftavor the (ranchise aaked for by Lthe
Cas Company: and, finally that the sald
franchise was granted by the unanimous
vota of the seven members of the Com-
mon Counell of Bt. Johns

Only Inspected Meat Used.

Fifteenth—Making preforential com-
tracts for repair work and for furnish-
ing provisions, when lower blds had been
tendersd by othera for tha same service.

Answer—As stated In the answer to
the fourth charge. Do contracts are en-
tered Into without advertising and the
taking of bids. The proposals of the
Frank L. Smith Meat Company, which
we coneluds are those referred to in the
ahove charge, were always rejected be-

son, duly sworn to,

SPOEANE, WASHINGTON
NOVEMBER 14 TO 19, 1910

VIA THE

OREGON RAILROAD &
NAVIGATION COMPANY

Sales Dates: November 13 and 14
Final Beturn Limit Nov. 24.
2 THROUGH TRAINS DAILY
Spokane Flyer, leaving 6 P. M.
Soo-8pokane-Portland, 11 P. M.
Electric Lighted Observation, Pullman and Tourist Eleeping Cars.
Day Coaches.

DON'T FORGET THE PORTLAND

Business Men’s Excursion

Leaving Portland Novembér 16 at 4 P. AL

ON SPECIAL ELECTRIC LIGHTED PULLMAN TRAIN
For full partienlars eall at City Ticket Office, Third and
Washington Streets. .

WM. McMURRAY
General Passenger Agent, Portland, Oregon.

Canadian cltiea.

The registered icgal townsite of Fort
George adjoins the Indian reservation
on the west and faces on the Necharco
River. There I8 no other logical loca-
tion for a city In the vicinity and ev-
ery railroad chartered to bLuild through
Central Britlsh Columbia will rTun
through our town because they can't
help themaelves,

We will \have all ralironds. Other
townsites starting In the vicinity will
have none at all becausa of the topog-
raphy of the country,

Fort George Is the geographical and
atrateglc commercial center of British
Columbla and bhas now 1000 miles of
navigable waterways and will have
2000 miles

Fort Geogge is Erowing rapidly and
by the time the first raliroad reaches
the piace In 1812, will have G000 popu-
lation and in five years 20,000,

Let e Eend Yyou first hand faotis
atout Fort George.

You can get quick reply by address-
ing
Forl Gaorge Publlicity Bureau, Room §13

543 Granvilie St., Vancouver, B. C.

Or if you prefar, address,

Secretary Commercial Club,

cause they naver complied with the

Fort George, B. C, =

.



