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tank, being assured by the pres-
ce of such a man on the directorste
thelr Interests are in good hands,
to look afte»
them personally than they would be
If they were even n ilfile suspiclous.

The wholesals stealing by the Il
nols Central employes was made pos-
sible by lack of vigilance on the part
of the directors or poor judgment in
thefr selection of employes. For this
he consurable;
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through stealings of the ecmployes
Whatever good may come out of the
affalr will be
have In causing mot only the Illinels
Central divectors, but those of other
roads, to pay a little more sttemtion
to affairs in which their stockholders
are so vitallr Interested. Neither tha
raliroad director
dummy bank director should have
any plascs in the present economio
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A PROBLEM IN FTHICS.
Ngwald Went, Rallroad
sloner. went to Washington City, os-
tensibly on the state’s business, and
ehargddl up 3252 to the state for ex-

ponses and mileage.

Meanwhile Oswald West had been
Portland as a wilness
papers would fill thelr columns | in the Binger Hermann trial and he
United” States Govern-
ment 3$365.20 expenses and fare for

PERYERSE HUMAN NATURE

kindly apirit
pnlan fully appreciates, writes to
of the news
Rich Is printed in the dully papers.

justly says that i[andividual char-
gter 1s formed, in part, by what we
and see tn dally lfe subpenacd at
h accounts of charged the
iplifting events, she thinks the world
1d be Lhe batter for IL
she dislikes the “children’s page”
the Sunday papers. Hor most sug-
tive lettear eoncludes with the qued- | larger gmount from the Government,
"Who among
in the work of reconstroction?™ | was charged by the Federal officials
Fe venture to say by way of reply
hat almost any editor she could find
the couniry would be glad o prinmt
more elovating kind of tews than
habltually provides for ths public.
My he does not do It is’n compilcat-
For ome thing the great
of news is not slevating., and, If
paper talls anything it must, often,

money from the state, and put it in
He lkewise collected the

editors will

with belng a “grafter.,” and he turned

the Federal money,

Why ta the state?
entitied to this money, he ahould have
1f he was not entitied to I,

But whether he turned
it over to the siate or to the Goverr-
i1 what !s nelther very pure nor very | ment, why should he have held out

Government

The whaole transaction is pstiy: dut
and deeply as they are tinged | 3¢ has heen widely explolited, and the
public {s entitied to the facis There
The public may draw I
The Oregonian has
no wish to denouncs or charactorize
Wast as a grafter. But what la he?

th unselfish lave, are net news, and
they were narrated in print nobodyx
3ld read sbout therm.

Then Lhers !s the perverse tasts of
nkind to be reckonsd with
pds someothing spirited.
flad with the proaaic. the com-
mildly virtuous
I® loves to sup
Whenr one thinks of thae

own conclusions

DESTROVING DRYDOCK'S UsEFULNESS.
of Portiand drydock at
St. Johns represents & largs sum of
Fixed charges of intereat and
depreciation are running against
srhather It 18 In use or not.
long time it has besn used but lttle
the roason being that
higher than are charged by docks In
other ports with which Portland must
was bufit by
the Portland taxpayers for the pur-
poss of attracting shipping to this
it has frequently
that tHa rates be made low enough to
accomplish the objecz for which It

are demanded

muaterinl there s on
ad to eater to It, the wonder grows
hat thelr pages are ss free from the
base as they are. AN
long struggle
demand for stimulatng
ovender. Our friend, cradled safely,
some beautiful
hore she seea Uttls of the reaity and
vileness of lifs, does

pers and the

As the dock

pthing of the
know whnt &
man nature

that they =would not
pay the fizxed charges which are run-
there wouid be an
advantage in having the dock fili the
position for which It was bullt.
for the port
ever, thers has been a heéavy advance
instead of decreise In rates.
advance, accerding to the figures of
Capiain Crowe, on exceptionally well-
posted marine surveyor, la sbout 28
cent on the second day that =
ship remains In the dock, 66 par cent
lm: the third day,
per cent on the fourth day.

very few wvessels would get
| and out of the dock in less than four
| days, It is casy o see that the naw
instead of atracting ahipping,
will be prohibitive,
levied on the property-owners of thla
city that la pald mors wiilingly than
which provides money for the
of Portland expenditures
long as the taxpayers are willing to
pay for cheap drydock tolis, it is dif-
| Mleult to understand why they have
beann advanced to a flgure that car
hardly fall to drive shipping to other

ratched very deeply to come to the
ax our mobs and

The brutal appetites are in-
their demands, and It
piy by making them some smail con- |
dons that we galn the opportunity
b minister Lo the higher tastos
® the best of It

ming against It,

Unfortunately

s & compromise.
far good & waged with
which are to0o often edged
if we throw them
wre cannool fight at all

There t» snother polnt which some
s of the newspapers and current
poks often overlook.
ia for many people an exceseding-
difficult art
learn to read with rapid facility.
he trick naver coases to be painfui

more than 100
It is that read.

to persuada them tO
to get the thought from the print-
page. The only
adequate, as experiment shows, I
mingle the wain,
with what |s mors lnstructive.

ust be offerad

inducement that

bread 1f 1t Is provided In amall

with large bhits of candy
In any other form he
pass It by with scorn.
t it plalaly, there Is a good deal of
pubt whether a
holly of the matter which our friend |
wonld do as much good as she
lioven, even LI it were read.
s vast mass of entirely irreproach-
bie lterature In the worid, but upon

EQUALIZING PROSPFERITY.

People of the United States are en-
gaged In tha blg job of trying to equale
Driven by spectacle of
ta accruing to relatively a few
men, they are “insurglng” in varlous
ways acainst the old order of things.
In some respecis they already
gone too far, as In so-called donpserva-
tion; in denunciation of sfforts of bus!-
ness and property Interests to protect
themselves In politics; In enrtailment
of rallroad profits, and In general an-
tagonism townrd eapital and buniness

The purposs of the popular mind in
this movement! is clear. it Is to dimin-
l1sh the profits that have been accru-
ing to relutively few persons throug
thelir superior opportunities or Intelll-
gence and to bring In As partners as
large elemeant of the people As poszl-
of the United States
have been prosperous during the last
docade as neover
butter and loxuries have been casier
10 earn than at any time in the Na-
tion’s history, deospite the rizing level
of pricea. Yet the paople are not con-
They ara hardly mora content
fifleen years ago,
were suffering the pinch and penury

ize proaperity.

pofd books of sermons Are not
influenced By them.
has even happened that people who
re fed on an
peningled saintliness revolted
by and by and took to vicious ways
of sheer perversity
has its queer sfreaks,
I8y weep over If we will,
A we must reckon with them,
Its singullrities s & disinclination
buy reading matter

The Boaston Herald tried an experi-
ent not unlike that which our good
ind recommends and within ashort |

the hands of a
There s good

of the serpent's wisdom with

ir more dovellke qualities.
—_— - mn “Hﬂl'l.

MNP THE DMARRECTORS DIRECT?

the chances for
mtral stockholders to socura $10,.
9,000 dsmages {rom the directors
the road are

“The people endure poverty.
Franch economist and
probably not IDé Tocqueviile,
ht. the filing of the sult and the
thelr passion
satiable, insistent: they eanil for equal-
ity In freedom, and !
obtain that, they still call for sguality

Not all of the men named as

kholder Edgar are dummies; but
2 not Improbable that a good many
them confined their activitles as
pzars o voulng as

Likewise, the American peopls dis-
Itke the aristocracy of high profits
evidently, to endure
diminution of prosperity. to gain their
Thelr rampant Colonel makes
violent attacks on property “interests™
and on wealth, as in his Osawatomis
speech, and as an apoatls of dlscon
tent and equallty outspedks the late
lamanted Bryan. Selzsing upon the first
Ereat corporations within thelr reach
people curtall
their earning power and their profita
untll the fSoating of new ralirond se-
curities is greatly hampered and In
many cases suspended.
greatest rallroads In the United States
polint out, with falr reason, that the
people must allow thelr companies to
more money: <olse sarvice wil'
have to be cheapened and many new
projects suspended.

No question that the motive behind
this popular movement
presont desire for equality of the
countr¥’s unparallelad prosperity
is a force that is world-wide and has

they were In-
B the meetings and drawing
pominal fee allowed for thelr at
discliopures madae

mads by & band of NMinols Oan
employes falled to reveal any col-
with any of the directora. The
was mMmbbed of
by & fow men who enjoyed the
lidence of the management and
that reason were not
as men holding more humbie

Ja this reiaxed vigllance the direc
. falled to fulflll thelr
to the stockholders whose in.
s they are supposed to guard
they are entitled to censure ac-
. The cuse In some respects
mot dissimilar (0 that of a number
bank scandals in varfous parts of
oountry. The name of an honest,
man, with a well-deserved
n for ability and integrity, Is

raliroads—the

Heads af the

is ths aver-

lta spriogs in the deepest strata of
human nature. It belongs to the pow-
erful sweep of socialism. It manifests
itself also in high taxation of prop-
erty and business for support of pop-
ular Improvements and schemes of
government. Many men who scorn
the name soclaiist and would repudl-
ate It If applled to themseives sl
join the demand for this or that
schoeme of socinlistic Improvement and
absorption of private property Incre-
ment through taxation.

It 1s useless to tell the people that
thelr unparullieled prosperity up to
this ttme should be conserved with
care. They aeck squalization of pros-
portty just ms fifteen yeurs ago they
sought equalization of hard timea,
They can do much 1If guided by mod-
aration; but they will sccomplish
nothing good {f controlled by radl-
callam.

ALI FOR ONE MAN'S BENEFIT.

“In the past ton years,” says Xr.
Van Duser, Democratic candidate
for tha Legisiature for Muitno-
mah County, “wa have elected &
Governor twice and & United
Siates Senator once.” Mr. Van Duser
means hy "“we" the once great Demo-
eratic party of Oregon. The Governor
whom the Demopcratic party elacted and
the Senator whom it honored was one
and the same man, Georga Chamber-
Inin. The Democratic party has dona
great things for Chamberiain, but in
the doing it has become the poor
wreack it fs. It has prostituted a noble
nams and a militant and eMclent or-
ganization lo tha services and ambi-
tion of & =ingle man No wonder it
| has gone on the rocks,

The worm has turned. The last
straw was Bourne. Tha Democracy
wus wearied with sacrifice for Cham-
berimin anyway. but {t might have
yislded once more to his importunity
for honor and position except for the
Bourne Incldent. There is fire and
spirit an8 honor In the old hulk yet.

THE BRAILBOADSE AND BOWERMAN.

When Bowerman, a sgruggling law-
yer in the little town of Condon, seeck-
ing service from any of the Infre-
quent clients who strayed that way,
got &an opportunity to do some special
work as attorney” for a tallroud, he
thankfully nccepted. What lawyer
anywhere would have, or should have,
declined? NMow this fact is belng
used by the Bourng~Chamberlain ma-
chine, through its various publicity
agents, to make it appear that Bow-
erman s s minton of the awfu]l cor-
porations and soid out the peaople at
Salem for n few pleces of sllver. “He
used his poaltion as State Senator to
prevent the building of rallroads to
Central Oregon.” they =ay.

Lot us seo how Bowerman wileldoed
his groat influence as president of
the State Senate to welp him In. his
lHttla job as a (tamporary) corpora-
tion lawyer at Condon. A delegation
of excited citizons want from Portland
to the Legisiature at Salom, demand-
ing that the state go Iinto the busl-
ness of bullding raliroads, as & means
of salvation from the thralldom of
the Harrtman system. They wanted a
constitutional amendment. They
wouid take nothing lesa They got It
And they got it largely through Bow-
erman. The Legislature was divided
on the subject, a large majority re-
fusing to be stampeded even at the
appeal of the august Portland Cham-
her of Commerce. The bill was, how-
ever, forced through the Benate main-
1 by President Bowerman., who cast
the deciding vote In ita favor.

At the |egislative sesslon of 1907,
State Senator Bowerman was & mems-
ber of the Senate raliroad committes
and chalrman of the commitiee on
revision of laws. In these Important
places he had much to do with pluc-
ing on the Oregon statute books the
raflroad commission aet. to which his
opponent, Mr. West, owes his all In
the way of reputation and a lvell-
hood. Did or did not the raliroads
dictate Bowerman's course?

It wounld seem that eome of the gen-
tiamen who invaded Salem In 1908
with thelr unnecessary proposal for
state-bullt rallroads, and who found
President Bowarman a pqwerfu'l and
indispeansable ally, ought now to say
a word In protest against tho false-
hoods mnow being spread broadcast
about him., Or i= It pogsible that the)
are s& thoroughly ashamed of that
little venture into vicions and danger-
cus legislation that they desirsa only
that their part thereiln be forgotten?

THE GAMBLER'S ml.

Nothing in the way of graft, brib-
ery and scandal that comes out of
New York can cause very much sur-
prise. The domain of old Father
Knickerbocker is so thoroughly satur-
ted. with crime and corruption that
frequent sruptions are as certain and
| natura! as the appearance of pimples
| and bolls on A physical frame rotten
| within. For that reason no one will
{ question the accuracy of the tale now
| unfolding before the legislative inves-
l tigating committes at New York. This
tale reintes to the gathering of a
glush fund of $600,000 for the pur-
pose of securing favorable legislation
In the interest of a gang of racetrack
gamblers, Led by that grizxied old
gambler, James R. Keéene, a coterle
of corruptionists sat in councfl at
Delmonico's and, with a nonchalance
which years of thievery, jobbery and
bribery had made natural, discussed
the purchasa of volea neCessary to
legalize racotrack gambling In exactly
the same manner that honest men
would discouss the purchase of corn,
cattle or cordwood.

That the integrity or honor of a
man should not be a purchasahle
commodity never seems to have ap-

pealead to these corruptionists With
the thievery and jobbery which have
brought horseracing Into disrepute
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, thess
New York gamblers had wrang s
many milllons from the thousands of
wags-earning gamblers whe hnaver
have o chance to win that (1t
seemed to be a perfectly natural and
legitimate proceeding to ralse a fund
for the purchase of enough votea !
beat the obnoxlous antl-rzcing bills
Jamea R. Keene, who I8 mentioned
as the leader of this select band of
milllonalre briboers. has been a gam-
bler all his life. Having selected this
calling. and following it with equal
succesa with cards, horses and stocks,
hia blunted senze of haonesty of
course prevented his discerning any-
thing wrong In the purchase of a few
members of the Legisiatura

Harry Payne Whitney, who Is men-,
tionad as his principal associate in the
bribery, Is a prominent mamBer of
New York's idle rich aristocracy, who
has dwelt =0 long In New York's
thimble-rigging environment that he
can hardly be expected to he compe-
tent to draw any very fine line of dis-
tinction between right and wrong.
The State of New York, at an {l1-

guarded moment, permitted to be

bribery.
great wealth and {nfluencs of the ac-
cused bribers may result in their es-
caping these panalties; but If they
could be reached by the lnw the lesson
would be of value, not alone to New
York's criminails, but to those of other
statess

A Seattls real estate man, com-
plaining of the slump in real estate
values In that clty, says that “once
the market started downward, every-
body seemed willlng to hammer It
Our own peopie did this. Beldom does
one hear a stranger condemn our
values.” While it was questionable if
Seattle property ever was worth dou-
ble and treble the price that was
asked for the same grade of prop-
erty fn Portland, or that such prices
could be maintained, the disgruntled
dealer guoted revealed a tralt that
is mnot confined to tle people.
There are plenty of cr ers in Port-
jand who have fought against and
talked against every advance that has
been madse in real estate =ince. the
Lewis and Clark Fair. These timid
knockers have not yet witnessed the
verification - of thelr predictions, but
the® live In hopes, and to the best of
thelr ability ars striving to check the
present upward movement in values.
Fartunately Portland real estats rests
on a firmer basis than Alaska placer-
mining resources, and no slump is in
sight.

History Is still repeating itself in
the Far North. The discovery of gold
on the Tanana depopulated Dawson
and made Falrbanks the blg city of
Alagka. Nome came into greatness
through the decline of the Yukor
placers, and now It is announced that
the strikkes on the Iditarod and Squir-
rel River have lured so many people
away from Nome thet less than 1000
will Winter there. After the Iditarod
and Sqguirrel! River will coms some~
thing elsa, Alaska is still to a large
extent an undiscovered and unpros-
pected territory, and it s not Impxob-
able that there will be many more
Dawaons, Fairbanks, Nomea and
Iditarods befors the restlsss gold-
soakers have thoroughly prospected
the country. The tales now coming
out of the Iditarod, while falling to
corroborate the report of General
Maus, offer an excellent groundwork
on which ths transportation com-
panies can build a rush in the Spring.

Spajn Is sald to be on tha verge of
a rupiure with Morocco over the pay-
ment of tha 526,000,000 Indemnity
which was exacted when ths RIff
tribesmen were defeated about a year
ngo. While the $26,000,000 might
como In handily at this time, when
Spain s under the expsnse of special
police and bomb catchers, still the ex-’
cuss for going to war again ought to
be worth somethng. There ara &0
few countries and mso few tribes on
earth with which Spain could put up
a winning fight that the opportunity
of taking a chance with something
soft and ensy like the Moroeco tribes-
men ought to be welcomed. Divert
ing the Bpanish mind from Iits trou-
bles at home by a small war abroad
might alse have advantages at thls
time, and If one fight was worth $26,-
000,000 to Spain, another one ought
to produce equally well

It ia & good thing for Oregon that
France is one of the richest countries
on earth, for this year the French are
In the market for two grsat Oregon
staples which they are expected to
need in large quantitics, Firet it was
the wheat crop that was damaged.
and as & result Oregon dealers sold
several cargoes for ths French ports
Now comes the American Consul at
Nantes with & atory that ths French
prune crop has been damnged to such
Bn extent that the supply will be very
short, and importations will be necos-
sary. The Oregon prune has few
eguals and no superiora and perhups
after the French get accustomed to
thair usa they will be compelled to
become regular importers in order to
autisfy the trade which dJdemands
something fancy in the prune line.

The best that the State of Vermont
could show up In the 1910 census was
a gain of 12,8315 over the count of ten
years before. Those figures would In-
dicate that the diminutive Yankes
state had about reached its maximum
growth. A good substantial state llke
Vermont, with all of its resources In
the hands of private individuals and
with no naew flelds or Industries to be
davelopad, ought to be well qualified
to show a.state UHke Oregon, which
adds as much population In & month
as Vermont has In ten years, the best
method for conserving our  resources.
0Old malds have 3 hablt of telling
young mothers how children should
be managed.

If there be one person exposed to
tamptation more than all others, It Is
the grocery boy, so the Tacoma youth
should not be hlamed for kissing that
comely matron not once, but three
times. The Impulse was irresistible,
for a certainty, and he embraced the
opportunity for full measure. The ob-
jact of his ardor says she did nothing
but simply stood it. That was enough.

The Whita BStar linar Olymple,
launched yesterday, Is thes Jargest
steamship in the world. She is al-
most 900 feet long. Many peopla re-
member the Great Eastern, used In
laying the Atlantie cable. because she
was then the glant of the ssas. Bhe
would make a good tender for, the
Olympic If yet afloat.

Apple shipments this season from
the Pajaro Valley of Californla will
aggregate 4000 carloads, or two and a
haif milllon boxes, the product of
about 13,000 acres. Thia is the world
record for a singla district.

The assassin of the Empress of Aus-
tria commitied suleclde Wednesday in
a Swiss prison whiie violently Insane.
Capital punishment s forbidden In
Switzseriand. hence thes longth of time
taken to "get” him,

What does Chalrman Thomas, who
s an honest as well as Intensely par-
tisan Democrat, think of the affort to
sacrifice the ticket for the sake of (ts
head? i

Deavalopments yesterday show that
nobody wished to dynamite Mr. Henry.
S0 Mr. Henry's mission, whatever 1t
may bo, remains to be fulfilied.

P——

Estimates for city expenses next
year are a million greater, but this is
a city of live growth.

Jules Verne missed much In avia-

us,

machine,
ful avalenche of Rapublican votes on

do s0 beacause they

of this discussion,

tion.

OREGON EXBOUTIONS IN THE '608
Murders Avenged When the Spectacien

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM MEASURES

Were Public Ew ts te Pl
The death of Mrs. Rachel Brooks. an
aged colored woman, at Balem, Or, was
announced recently, togviber with the
statement - that wshe was,
the last of a number of wslave
girla brought hy thelr Southern owners
to Oregon territory tn early ploneer duye
Mrs. Brooks, them a young girl, was
brought to the Fur West in 1845, by Daniel
Delaney, who settied amd lived on a land
clalim In Marion County, untfl he was
murdered for mioney that it was supposed
he had concealod about the houss, In the
early '60s. The murderers, Beal and
Baker, were triad, convicted and executed
in Balem, the exccution taking place
early in 1865. Executions were then

for some yeans thereaftar publie functions

in Oregon. Upon this oceasion hundreds
of spectators, men, women and children,
among them mpthers with babes In thelr
arms, crowded the square whers the ox-
ecutlon took place elbowing each other,

enger to obtain an unobstructed view of

the ghastly proceeding. Thie shamelees
Epectacle caused the frst

is sald to have been the first legal ex-
ecution in Marion County; certainly from
acgounts that bave come down to the
present day "the people,
Marion County, but from far and near,
acted as Hf impelled by tho fear that It
might be thelr last chance to witness
such a scene.

About the same time, a Httle earlisr

poarbaps, a blacksmith, Griffln by name,
ghot and killed ene Lhane, at Lafayette,
Yamhill County. He waas aftarward ex-
ecuted for the crime, the
ercoted on a sightly open space n short
distance north of the old plonter own.
Here as at the Beals-Baker exeoution,

hundreds cameo to witness the spectacis

of a man dropping to hie death from a
rope’'s end.
that ome woman standing erect In the
farm wagon in which she had ridden with
her husband and children, nursing & babe
at her breast, created a counter sensa-
tion by fainting and failing over the
wheel whan the trap fell that signalled

the blackemith's exit. This was perhnps
the last public execution in Yamhill Coun-

ty, though the law providing for privata

exechtilons was not passed for full ten

years [ater,

Theso incidents almost unbellevable In
to

the progress of public eentiment,
the growth of civilisation In & half cen-
tury or thereabouts as ropresented bF
tha sequsstration of the gallows and the
reiatively private execution of the death
penalty. There !s of course no reasen to
supposs that peopls would not now as

detall at the present time, are clted

show

then, floek In great numbers to witnesa
axeoutions, if the law d4id not Interposs
its edlect. But it !s a distinet galn
humanity that poople are not allowed to
Ematify & morbld desire to do so. In
all probability had the question been

eubmitted to a vole of the peopls at that
time, it would have been voted down, but

sufticient infiuence was breught to baar
upon the Legislatore about 1876 to se-
cure the passage of a law which pro-
vided that executions, except for official
witnessas, should ba conductsd privately.

It was difficult %o secure the passags of

the law at that time; It would bes ime-

possibls now to sscure its repeal. either

by the peopls’s suggestion or by direct
notion of tha Legisiature.

Dim in the mists of the past, slumber-
ing in the musty archives of the state
mre the records that tell the scarce be-
llovabla story of publie exocutions In
Oregon. Only by a strong and painful

effort, s memory forced to recall sconmes

#o degrading to humarnity as were thosa
above cited. This brief review of a dark
page In the history of our ye&t young state,
emphasizes the fact that with all of
our political dlundering and stumbling;
with sll of our mistakes as lawgivers,
and our remissness as executors of the
law, with all of the meaningless cluck
and clamor that have arlsen to confuse
the meal lssucs of wiss and stable gov-
ernment, there has been a substantial
growth In Oregon of which a mugh

older state might well be proud.

C A C

Bourne Hepudiates Primary Law.

Oregon Clty Enterprise,

The Democratie press in Oragon is
smbarrassad. The so-called “Inda-
pendent” newspapers have become In-
volved In probably the most unsavory

and mnotoriousn political combination
ever staked out in Oregon The
Bourne-Chamberlain-West game (5 a

tiard one to play and every day brings
about a duller realization of It

They can't get away from Jonathan
Bourne. That dandy has made a futal
slip in repudiating the direct primary
law, and, lke Jim Jeffries. he cannot
come back. Bournelsm is the real ls-
and the scheme t0 perpetuatse
Bourne and Chamberlain in eoffice by
the manipulation of Republlcan and
Democratic votes Is a beautiful one.

The people know. They will not ba
fooled this year, and Oswald West,
creature of the Bourne-Chamberlain
will be buried under an aw-

November 8. Bourne, pretended friend
of the primary law, has struck a terri-
bls hlow at the principle by his repu-
diation of tha candidate indorsed by
the Republican party.

Women Don't Want Ballot.
Seaside Signal
Women who oppose woman suffrage
belleve that it
wonld be mischievous to soclety and
mischievous to thelr zex; ther believe
that women are already bearing a full
shars of the burdens of lfe and that
it is unfair to load upon them respon-
gibilities for which they have had no
triining, and for which they have
neither strength nor time: they be-
liave that the average man Ils eapable
of voting more Intellizenily and of
enforoing the principies for which he
votes more effectively than the aver-
age woman, and that woman axarclisds
i more beneflelent, Impartial and
helpful influence in eocizl and public
questions without the ballot than with
It. These women who stind opposed
to the principles of equality as advo-

cated in the suffrage bill possesa an

instinctdve dread of mingling in the
black political pot of the siata.

U'Ren’s “Warst™” Biil,

Salem Statesman
The most viclous of all the proposed
measures is No. 360-381 swhich provides
for & system of proportional represen-
tatlion, with a state-wide vots for all
membears of the Lagisiature; Inoreases
the compensation of members. and calls
for annual messlons The adoption of
this measure will add from 375,000 to
$100,000 per year to the slready heavy
burden of a long-suffering taxpaying
publle; will deny the emaller counties
their just reprosentation in the Legis-

Iature, and will destroy the rule of the |

majority—the basic principle of Amer-
jean politics and government. An able
argument againat this schama of quack
statemanship ls found on pages 137-
199 of the official pamphlel., and we
esarneatly recommend It to the consid-
eration of the public, with the advice
that the measura bhe voted down

A Leeture on “Sunday."”
Florenca West

Dr. Scheff and Rev. Elkins arpe hav-
ing a lengthy debate over the Sabbath
question in the Cotiage Grove Senti-
jnal. We cannot sea the need of all
If ona but thinks
for a moment., he can ssa that our
all-wise Creoator did not expect all his
followers to observe the samae period

of time, otherwise he would have made

the earth fint that the sun might riss
and s¢t on all allke. Henpe, one-
seventh of our time should be set

aside for his woranip, and that we may
not be & stumbiing block in our broth-
sr's way this period should begin with
all in the same locality at the same

time.
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Amendment

Conrt—NMeasure Loosecly Drawn.

Proposing Reconstraction
Good With Undesirable Features—Conflicts
Crente Uncerinlnty as to Jurisdiction Untll

System Comhbinen
Sectlons Wonld
by Supreme

of Judicial
Betwern

Construed

i

ARTICLE NO. 7.

For amendment to the Constitution of the
Btate of Oregon, providing for wverdict by
three-fourths of Jury in civil cases; nuthor-
iging grand juries to he summened separstis
from the trial jury, permitiing change of
Judicial systom by stntuts, forobil:mn; To-
trial where thore ls evidence FUppor: wer-
diet: providing for affirmance of Judgment
on appeal nDotwithatanding error cormumitted
in lower court, directing Supreme Court to
enter much judgment as should have been
entersd in lower court! fixing torms of Bu-

 prema Court; providing judges of all eouris

béa slected for six Years, and increasing
Jurtsdiction of Buprame Court

802 Yes

N3 No.

The proposed amendment of the con-
stitution permiting reconstruoction of
the Judiciary systom and changes in
procedure on appeals embodies cone of
the most striknig Instances found in
the 32 measures submitted under tha
initiative and referendum of the Incor-
poration of both good with undesir-
able features snd of apparently con-
fiicting softions that would require
construction by the Supreme Court be-
fore certainty would exist as to thelr
purport.

The Oregonian would weslcome the
angotment of any measura that would

reform the evils of the presemt jury’

system {n Oregon, and It i=s ready to
admit that probate procedure in this
state s cumbersome and expensiva
when probate cases ars of sufficient
importance to warrant appeazls to the
higher courts. It js sought In the in-
itiative amendment to permit the Leg-
{slaturs or people to correct the de-
fects Iin the general statutes, but the
authors, the People's Powar League,
have so encumbered the measure with
indefinite, conflicting and Hi-advised
sections that The Oregonian hesitatles
to epxress an opinion as to wheather
the good features overbalance the bad
or make a recommendation that It be
defeatnd or opproved.
. - L]

On one featurs of the measura the
voters of Oregon have already passed.
in 1908 the abolizhment of the county
courta was provided for In a proposed
constitutional amendment which also
sought to Increass the Supreme Court
membership from three to five. Thia
amoendment was rejected by & wvote of
80,242 to 50,591, but the opposition
came largely from voters who did not
acknowledge the neceasity for creating

two ndditional placea on the Supre
Bench. At that time the bar of tho
state was divided on the queation

whether the constitution gave the Leg-
islature power to increase the member-
ship of the Supreme Court, and tha
prevalling sentiment was that It did

not. But in 1808, after the people hnc
defeated the amendment )
granting that powear, the ra
provided by general statute for two

more justicea and the Supreme Court

has since then upheld the constitu-
tionallty of tha act.
In the opinion filad In thes case It

was held that the Legisiature had the

authority to Increass the membership
of the Supreme Coyrt to five or to
¥even, but he court expressly de-

clined to rula whethar the Legisinturs
might increase the membership to more
than seven. In Section 2 Article VII
of ths constitution there Is what may
be construed as B Hmlitation 10 seven
in tha membership of the Supreme
Court. The inltlative amendment pre-
sented this yeur replaces Artlele VII In

its éntirety and the proposed new Ar-
| ticle places no llmihiation whatever on
the number of Jjustices that may be

added by the Leglsiature.
- - -

Article VII of the present Constitution
conslsts of 21 sections. It Is proposed
this amendment to re-write the ar-
and comprehend all of the pro-
vislons which are to be retained In seven

segtions. he artiels in question s the
articie creatling the Jjudicial branch aof
the government of Oregon. The ‘pro-

visions contained in the present Consti-
tution have, In most Instances, been con-
strued by the couris and thelr meaning ls
now well understood by the people. The
result fs that o litigant Is ssidom de-
niad a hearing on the merits because he
has mistaken the cpurt in which 1
his =ult. It !s propozed by this amend-
ment to changs radically the provisions
of the present Constitution and 1o ¢reate
many ambiguities [n the Instrument
which will ssrve to gnpoy litiganta with
meritorious causss and which must in-
evitably result in a temporary denial of
justice to men who shall mistake thelr
remedy by putting a construction upon
the pnew instrument not

in accord with
that which shall be sub=equently declared
by the Supre:ma Court

ha new amendment, like most of Mr.

U'Ren's work, 1s carelessly drawn, For
| exampls, BSection 1 of roposed
amendment provides that
the Supreme Court and

“shall recelve such compensaiti RS IMBY
be provided by 1 which compensation

shall not bhe dim ed during the term
for which they are elected.”
Article 13 of the present Constitution

provides as follows:

*“The judges of the Supreme Court shall
esach recelve an aonual salary of 000,
They shall receive no feey or perquisite
whalewver or the performanceé of any
dutles connected with thelr respective
office."’

The proposed measurs does nol purport
to amend A I n s the
effeot of Sectlon 1 in the propos amend-
ment? Does it speak as of November &
1618, and does it therefore operate to
repaal the language of Article I3 abova
quoted asnd vest the Legislature with
full pawer ta fix the salary of Justices of
the Supreme Court? This question is
one which cannotr be answered without
caraful oo erntion mnd is at best &
question of some doubt.

- L4 .
conflict between the
aong of tha proposed

There Is apparent
first and second sect
amendmant. The fArst section provides
expressly that:

“The Judges of the BSupreme and
other courts shall be s&lected by the le-
gal voters of the State, or of thelr re-
spoctiva districts, for s term of six
years.”

Under the present law the term of a
County Judge is four years and of m
Jusiica of the Peacs two Y8ars Is it
intended by the first section of the pro-
posed asmendment to incraass the terms
of these officialy to &lx yearsT It w
sesm so and yet Baction I of the proposed
¢ provides that:

amendm t:
“Tha judicial system of Oregon, sxcept
g0 far as sexpressly changed by this
amendment. shall remain a3 at present
constituted until otherwise provided by

jaw."

The probabilities are that the effect of
ths amendment i= 30 to eniarge the terms
of County Judges and Justices aof the
Peacse snd amendment s moat ob-
jectionable on this &acecount. Two years
is a long enough term for Justices of the
Peace for reasons which will ba obvious
to any thoughtful man.

Saction 2 provides that on any appeal
ta the Sugp & Court elther party to the
appeal have the whola test!mony
and Instructions of the court taken up
the Supreme Court. Under the present
taw all that can be properly taken up to
the Supreme Court is a statement of o
much of the record as shall suffice to

tha
the

show the Buprems Court tha guestion
which in lnavolved in the appeal. Io many
cases the Buprems Court can ses at a
glance what s the guoastion invalved In
the appoeal and Its Inbor lz correspond-
Ingly diminished, Thia ls a=s it should
be. The court = busy engugh in de-
termining guestions inveolvaed in mppealx

without spanding & Iot of tims In an en-
ascertain what the questions

bhurden of plodding through vunnecessarily
voluminous transcripts of testimony.
. . -

There I8 a further provision in Sectlon
3 reading am fallows:

“No fact tried by a jury shall ba other-
wise Te-exsmined In court of
State, unless’the coyrt can affinom
say thers s no evidence to supp
retord

Under
Supreme Court w
for Insufficlency o
there (s & totnl lack of syidence 1o
ort the v i of i The
neeéd 1o

ARy

tha
cars
uniess
sup-

e I8 no

the
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to sustaln the wverdist a
radical and unfortunate W -
made In our Inw. The ] aurt
will bo deprived of al ¥ T
view the instructlons g the [pwer
pourt and the rulings of ¢ L rt
in admitting and excly evl "
The lower court may &x € ‘ L]
which {f admitted would hava or

altared the complexion of the
or the lower court may
the law and passed up to
1 tion & guestion which i
rod In the case, and the verdlol

of the jury may bé on some moot

tion and not on the Teal controversy -
tween the parties ns subsequently de
t by an appaliate court acting
with greater dellbermition the i1s po=-
sitle for & trial court. To deny the
Supreme Court lts right to correct er-

to deny juktice

rors of this character, s
oreats neadless

confuaion In adml lon of Jus-
tice. The langungs ted would
have to be construed by Supremas
Court and until 80 constry nt

the present Conatitution
and county courts. It
that the eircult court

Artlels 7 of
craates  cireuit
provides expres

| shall have all judicinl power, authority

on not vested In some other
me article of ths Consli-
provisions for filling va
s Supreme bench, It create
ariff, County Clerk
ey Il of thesa pro-
ent Constitution ara
thers 15 nothing In the
t to relleve ) ©on-
3. oxcopt this
jurisdiction and
system of Oregon, ;oept o far ns ex-
pressly changed by amendment, shall
remaln as at present con 1 unilsss
otherwige provided by law.
The Legislature s vested by
amandment with full power to Té
tionize and completely change
judiclal system at every sesslon, a power
which i3 naot oconsistént W the publie
Tntil the Legisinture shall aet,
the adoption of amendment lsaves
it very questionable whether such of-
fices as Sheriff and County Clerk are
not abolished. The constitutional pro-
visions cresting them are certainly allm-
stion and 1

and jurlsdl
court. The

eanales on th
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thereof nothing is provided the
language quoted. It I ques . to
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der langunge providing that the judlela
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cuting Alt«
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The people have a right to be pro-
tectad sgiinst the continusnce in office

se ptale

judges and prosecuting attor-
e foregolng section provides s
of removing

afit officis
provisions and ob-
not to weigh with the

“T have been
years, nand no
“put me wise to

“Gea, old man,” re
ever took a dollar dis

Short om Currecor,
Detrolt F'ree Preas,
“Tiid. ehe marry the mon who rescusd

her?"
WYea, and mnow aha's
her life was the on
suyed.”
———————
The Bourne Game Again.

Amliy rd.
Every indication p to the fallure
I'\f Sanator fort again to
cap party In tha ba-

divide the Republic
half of himsel? and a fow of his co-

workers

Why She Jumped.

Chiloago News.
The cow had just jumped over the
moon
“I just
smash the high
in explanation.

wanted to.ses If I couldn’t
boaf record,” she sald

Comforting Manuel,
Indianapolls News.
aonsidared, ti
e the world
¢ more pleasant to llve In than Por-
ugal, vour ex-majesty,

fHiore's a Chanee for Manuel
Pittshurg Gazette-Times.

We are still walting for some enter.
prising New York managér to cable
Manual an offer of $10,000 & week to
enter vatudaville,

November 23, 1808,
PORTLAND., Oct 20.—{Te tha Edl-
tor.y—To snttle a dispute, please pub-
1ish the date of fire that destroyved
the Baldwin Hotel, San Francisco.
J. L. M

tor ahe hna

£ time at bridge hear

Ll

books uno 1 I
Drama Club—she dia it

given up

with a sigh

She does 'n"l ED to shop in town, ahe jooka
+ 181 O

tromm. which no friend pomos hack;
No heavy linés of oare have come tp mar
her marhis hrow,
Eha dnliy hasz 1o sterllzs the nursing hattles
w. —Exchange




