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WHE ASSEMBLY'S OPPORTUNITY AND
EESPONBIBILITY.
Today's Republlcan assembiy In

Wortland is the Trirst representative
wonference of the party of Oregon In
8ix years. 1t i= the iargest ropresent-
ative conference of party ever held in
the state. Disruption of party through
unguided plurality primaries and mi-
nority nominations have presented the
mecd of remedies so strongly that
wonferenco has bheen called of party
delegates from all the countles. The
two ohlef objects of the conference
@re, firat, to define party policies and,
ond, to name candidaets who shall
be acceptable to majority members of
the party.

The advantage of no one group of
party members nor that of any ¢andi-
data should gulde today's delibera-
tlons. This is not a time for “lining
up" support for faction or candidate,
It & a time for men to reason to-
gether; to review the past and think
on broad-gauge lines for the future;
to devise ways for ratlonal party or-
ganization: to submerge factional dis-
putes and to call fittest men to seek
nomination in the primaries, It should
be more important to the assembly
swho these men shall be than to par-
ticular aspirants for affice,

A political party has the right to
Betermine within its own organlza-
tion who its candldates shall be. This
principle has been enunclated recently
in forceful manner by Roosevelt,
FHughes and Taft. It means that the
Republican party of Oregon has full
right to determine, by means of to-

day's assembly and September's pri-
maries, who shall be its chosen can-
didates. .

The sapirit and consclence of two-

Rhirds the wvoling citisenship of Ore-
gon—of Republicans—are represented
In thiz guthering. Else the cnall for
assembly would not have found such
Immediate response throughout the
gommaonwealth. This conference can
mark a turning point in political af-
falrs of Qregon. It can begin a new

epoch., The responsibility and the op-
portunity are great. The aszembly is
axpected to rise to full realization of
both,
MRE JORNSON AS A FINANCIER.
Much current comment appears In

the press touching the financlal astu-
eity of Mr. Johnson. Wea mean, of
eourae, the particular Mr. Johnson
whom future historians and eple poets
will mentlon as the glory of the negro
e and the champion who lald low
the hope of the whites. When a wor-
shiper Inquired what he intended to do
with the $168.000 he made by his
prowess at Reno, Mr. Johnson replled
that he would Invest it in Government
bonds. **They don’'t bring so much,”
he saplently commented, "but thoy's
gEllt-edged.”

Fo.tunataly this eminent personage
i8 In a position where he o DAY
more attention to gecurity than to the
Tate of Interest. The sum of §168,000
is enough to produce a comfortable
subgistence at 2 per cent unleas one’s
tastes are more luxurious than ath-
Jotic. Many leas famous mortals are
not =0 happlly situated. To them the
income which thelr Investments will
produce |s A matter of prime moment

Aand many are so eager 1o obtaln an
extra 310 or 320 n yvear that they risk
their principal for the =ake of it. Our

colored luminary ls wiser
The problem of safe nnd productive

Investmonts for small capltalists s
one that has not yet been solved In
the United Btates. Our financial
gentuses have been g0 occupled with
other subjects that they have not

given thelr minds to it Whether the
ather subjects to which they have
seen fit to devote thelr attention were
more important than this one or not

s a question which deserves consid-
eration, Several European nations
have made the rfinanclal interests of
the amall Investor a matter of pro-
found study and cuareful legislation.
They have found It possible to ohtaln
for him a falr rate of Interest on his
money with complete security. Con-
cerning big capltalists, they have not
been m0 anxious on the supposition
that these people are competent to
look oyt for themselves Here It Is the
jittle fish who are told to swim na
they may while the anxious care of
the Government s devoted to the
whaler. Which policy fa the wiser,
time will tell

The United States Is full of schemes
for separating lgnorant people from

their monsy which svould not be tol-
erated In France, England or Ger-
many. Persons who have not studied

finance with assiduity have no way
to distingulsh between dishonest and
roliable Investments when both kinds
are advertised In similar language.
The consequence I8 that dishonesty
thrives and habits of saving are dls-
couraged Happily, there is mow =a
movement of wide axtent to educats
the general publie concerning invest-
ments and save the simple from the
wiles of the swindler. Many periodi-
eals publish financial articles every
woask which AT truly educative.
They appeal to the man af ordinary
intelligence as well as to the special-

fxod capitallst and doubtless have
helped to save many from rulnous
investmonts.

Something more s needed, however.
The United States wounld profit Jargely
by establishing some financial institu-
tion llko the French credit fonecler
which deals in mortgage loans and
investments on a scale which =
adapted to the means of very humble
people. We 4o not mean that the
Government ought to undertake this
business, but that {t offers an Inviting
field to private enterprise of unim-
| peachable Integrity.

| Here ts the Anclent Order of Hi-

bernians holding an assembly. TIn
Oregon, too, where assemblles ars
“unlawful” It is a good week for as-
semblies, though. The Irish couldn't
be kept apart, or separated, with o
shilleiah.

“PALLOT TITLE" EVILS.
Ballot titles of Oregon’s thirty-two

initiative and referendum measures
have been prepared by the Attornay-
General. These titlese purport to give

the gist of each biil. By them the
mass of the voters will judge the re-
spective measures when “legislating™
in the election booth.

Yet these titles do not teil the de-
tails and particulars that should be
taken into accoumnt In lawmaking.
They give voters no fair knowledge of
whether the proposed measurea
ghould become laws or mnot. Thsey
never do even in a lawmaking assem-
bly. Constitutions of every state for-
bid reading of bills on final passage In
Legislatures by title; they compel
rending nof biils In fullk, Yet on Nnal
passage in the election booth there is
no reading of bills in full; anly by
title,

The titles give no idea of the inner
merit of the e¢ight county bills, nor of
confliniing boundaries, nor of local
need= and interests. They tell noth-
Ing of the viclous contents of the s0-
called employers’ liability bill. They
dress up in fine words the pet fads of
ITFRen. They utterly mislead as to
the constitutional amendments on tax-
ation, The title of the woman suf-
frage amendment flatly misstates the
purposé of the measure by represent-
ing 1t as “granting to all taxpayers,
regardless of sex, the right of suf-
frage,” whereas Instead It grants the
right of suffrage to all women citizens
of 21 wyears, regardless of whether
they are taxpayers or not.

These shortecomings are dus to the
limited carrying capacity of the few
words that compose the title of & bill.
The Attorney seems to have done his
best, except as to the woman suffrage
amendment, swhoss title he certainly
should have mads true to the purpose
of the measure. It is manifestly im-
posgible for.a title, containing dbut 100
words, to cover completely a measure
earrylng several thousand words. A
title cannot do this in assembly law-
making, nor can it in election-booth
lawmaking. Most “legislators” In the
intter case will listen oniy to the fair-
sounding title—an act that constitu-
tions forbld to delegated lawmakers.

This s one of the many reasons
why “direct'” leglslation is & menace
to the public Interest. Yet U"Ren and
Bourne aver that the "direct” method
should be substituted for that of legis-
lntive assembly

THE YEAR'S FOREIGN TERADE.

Whatever misgivings may be felt
over the liberal decrease In that “bal-
ance of trade” which represents the
differance between what we sell to
foreign countries and what they buy
of us will be softened by the details
of our forcign commerce for the fis-
cal year ending June 30. The figures
of the Bureau of Statistics show total
exparts of 31,744,968,203 and imports
of $1,567,864,654, thus leaving a bal-
ance In our favor of $187,111,349.
This excesss of exports aover Imports
Is the smallest that has been reported
since 1806, although the total amount
of exporls and Imports is, with the
gingle exception of 1907, the largest
on record. The =hrinkage in the
“balance of trade”™ was almost whoelly
dus to a fallilng off In exports of food
etuffs and heavy Increases in imports
of materials used In manufacturing.

These figures quite unmistakably
show that =an increasing army of
workers in our factories Is suppiving a
home market for large quantities of
food stuffs which were formerly ex-
ported to Europe. The import figures

also reflect the increased demand for
materials te be worked up into fin-
Ished products In thlis country. De-

tally on each commodity are not yet
avallable for the entire year, but for
the eleven montheg endlng May 31, &
decrease of $67,000,000 in foodstuffs
exported was more than offset by &
gain of mora than $83.000.000 In
“manufactures in partly finlshed
state,” and manufactures ready for
consumption. To supply employment
for our factory hands who In turh
supplied the Increased home demand
for foodstuffs, it wWas necessary great-
Iy to Increase the importations of raw
and partly finished material, needed
in thia country.

In hidea and skins there was an
increase of $36.000,000., The enor-
mous growth of the automobils Indus-
try Is reflected In an Increase in the
importz of rubber of $40,000,000 over
the Imports for the preceding year.
Iron ore, chemicals, drugs, fibers,
leather and numeérous other commod-
ittes  ticeded In manufacturing all

showed heavy Increases over the pre-
¢edding eleven months This great
economic change may not meet with

the approval of the theorists who be-
liove that our greatest prosperity lies
in an anormous balance of trade cre-
ated by selling so much more to the
forelgners than they sell to us. A
close analvsls of tha various features
of the year's business will, however.
reveal & condition far from unsatis-
factory. When our manufacturing
industries reach the polnt where they
<an employ enough people to consume
all of the foodstuffs at home, the Im-
monse sums now pald for frelghting
the surplus to forelgn countries will
all be saved.

HEVISING THE BRIHLE
Irsexpective of their rellglous opin-
fons, all readers will be interested In
the propeosed publication next May of
a new and revised edition of the Eng-

lish Bible. It i1s intended to signalize
In this w the 300th annilversary of
the n.-llm-r.'.'o-i or King James' ver-

slon. The work Is to be done under
the supervision of Oxford University,
but many distingulshed scholars of
this country and Canada will partict-
pate. No extensive changes will be
made In the text of the King James
version. Tha purpose is mainly to
substitutea modern words for those
which have become obsolete and pos-
aibly to correct some of tha mistrans-
lations which deface more or less seri-
ously the recelvod varsion.

Very likely theére i no danger that
the spurions passages wlll be excised
from the New Testament so that those
whoe baxe thelr religlous hopes on
these texts need not fear for thelr sta-
bility. The revised verszion, which was
prepared some Years ago by a band
of competent scholars, never has he-
come & popular as might have been
expected from its surpassing merits.
No doubt the reason may be found in
the slashing changes !t made in cer-
tain muoh-loved passages. In Paul's
famous 13th chapter of Corinthians,
for Instance, the bold revisers sabsti-
tuted *“love" for the Fythmic *“char-
iy, Many plous bellevers were also

repalled becaussa “hell” was replaced
here and thers by some such expres-
sion as “Hades.”

It I= extremely doubtful whetherany
revision of the Bible i= desirable. Ac-
curacy in translation iz &8 subject
which Interests nobhody but scholars,
and they can make thelr own trans
lations. To the great public the Bible
is & monument of English literature,
fully &= much &0 aa Lear or Robinson
Crusoe, and it is diffledlt to convince
renders that they have not been Im-
posed upon when any alteration is
made in the nccustomad phrassology.
The plea that it §s a religious docu-
ment as well as a work of literary
genius does not amount to much. No-
body can be expected to alter his ro-
ligious opinions merely because a
score of learned revisers see fit to
correct the language of & text, and {f
opinion will not be affected by verbal
changes, why go to the troublie of
making them?

The fact of the matter is that any
altsration in the language of Secrip-
ture, however guarded, tends to shock
religious faith and unsettle the con-
victions of the plain people. To them
the Eible just as it reads, with all its
defects, errors and spurlfous passuges,
Is Inepired by the Almighty. Elther
it Is Implety to xlter the languags of
the Bible or else the doctrine of its
inspiration, as this doctrine s under-
stood by the multitude, must be aban-
doned. And when yeu impalr popular
faith in the literary work of the Crea-
tor whers are you going to stop? Bet-
ter let the cbuolete words stand and
preserve popular theology from the
shock of novelty.

OREGON'S BUSY TAX COMMISSION.

Last week the Oregon Tax Commls-
sion—C, V, Galloway and J. B. Eaton
members—issued a letter to County
Asnassors telllng them it s thelr law-
ful duty te list.mortgags notos on As-
ssssment rolls for purposes of tExa-
tion. The Commiszion was plain In
ita instructions and read the:law to
the Assessors.

This week the Commission backs
away from those inastructions, seying
they woere not “mandstory,” but “ad-
visory,"” for the purpose of equalizing
state taxes between counties that as-
soss mortgage notes and those that
do not.

This is mere quibble of words and
evasion of responsibiiity. The Com-
mission could have no other object, in
last week's letter than taxation of
morigage notes

Else why should the Commission
take up the subject at all? Effort to
tax Ioans of money is absurd and
foolhardy. The Commission did not,
obviously, foresee the conseguences
of ita letter to County Assassors. After
hearing the protests against its action,
the Commission says it lsaves the
whola matter to discretion of Asses-
sors, That is where the matter has
rested heretofore, yet for state “‘equal-
ization™ ‘the State Commiasion has not
needed asgsessmient of mortgages

Tax officlals in the State Capltol are
getting their eye-teeth cut. Having

been called to theilr present jobs for
political qualifications instead of for
knowledga of tax business, they
are learning as they go along. It is
pleasing to see that slnce last week
they have learned a2 useful lesson
about mortgage tax.

This threat of mortgage tax has
been felt by borrowers already. Mort-

Eage notex and contracts
made will certainly
ers the obligation of paying this In-
crement whenever Ilevied. Most of
them already earry this requirament.
ANOTHEER GUESS COMING.

There is a alight decline in the birth
rate In Kansas, as shown by the vital
statistics for 1808-1908. A statistician
heretofore unknown to fame comes
forward with the accusing cry that the
growing popularity of the antomobile
is to blame for this showing. The
fact, Enown to everybody, that the
birth rate is kept up by parents whose
financial condition does not warrant
the ownership of automoblles disposes
of this theory. In point of fact, the
women who bear children (not an oe-
casional child, but children in resular
rotation, until famlilieg of from slx to
ten are acquired) take little note of
automobiles, except to keep thelr little
ones out of the way of rapldly-driven
machines, They would as 2oon think
of riding in or owning an aeroplane.

The relatively few women who go
spead crazy do not bédlong to the class
about whose homes little children
swarm, with <thelr small demands
upon the time of the mother and the
revenue-producing abllitles of the
fuather. Clearly, therefors, the Kansas
statisticlan will have to guess again in
his endeavor to account for the short-
age in the baby crop in his state last
year.

After all,

hereafier
fix upon borrow-

the birth rate fn Kansas
showed a diminution of but slightly
over 2000—not a startling reduction
in view of the fact that many enter-
prising Kansans removed from that
state to the FPacific Northwest Iast
year and are yet to hear from.

AMERICAN INDIAN IN HISTORY.
On June 27 an International
gress of Indians was held at
kogee, Okla., to which went
sentatives of every tribe In the United
States and some from Canada and
Mexico. A yuar defore there assem-
bled In the Valley of the Little Big
Horn, in Montana, the aged and emi-
nant chiefs froor nearly every proms-
fnent reservation In the country. A
striking and somewhat pathetic spec-
tacle was presented of an old-time
Indlan council. There was a primi-
tive camp of old-time tepees and
moving in and out among them were
the chleftalns, dressed in the full rege-
lia of suvagery. Moving pictures were
taken of them that will be preserved
s a historical portraval of a sturdy
and fast dissppearing race, ¢cach chap-
tar of whoss history slnce the advent
of the white man upon the Amsrican
continent has been replete svith ro-
mance and tragedy.
Human above eversthing else, the
racoe has resisted at every polnt the
advance of clvilzation. Theres is many

Con=-
Mus-
ropre-

a tale of tragedy in connection with
this passing that never has heen told
and never can be. Not all of these

tales, If told, would redound to the
cradit of the red man. Upon his side
there has been ifreachery and cruelty
and blood thirstinesa, often vented
upon unresisting  helplessness and
slaked upon the blood of the innocent.

In support of the splirit of reprisal
that bade the Indian, if he conld not
strikes the right one, to =sirike any
member of the hated race of the pale-
face, deedna of murder and acts of atro-
city were done. But he ls passing; he
will soon have passed, and the estimate
of his faults aill give plate in story to
the events that caused them to over-
shadow his many really admirabls
traits of characior, chief of -which

i

were bravery, enduranca and loyalty
to his trfbesmen In peace, and to his
raca in stress of svar.

The names of Massasoit and *Klnl:
Philip and Tecumseh, of Joseph and
Moses and Geronimo and of number-
less others, who dogged the footsteps
of civilization from the Atlantic to
the Pacific coast, are In evidence of
these racial tralts. As estimated by
Ridpath, the most striking character-
Istics of the race were *a certaln
sense of personal independence, wil-
fulness of action and freedom from
restraint.”  Upon this basis it Is no
wonder that the race has retired slow-
ly and vengefully before the advance
of clvilization, making a dJdesperate
stand wherever possible, and marshal-
ing the forces of savagery to lts ald
when hard pressed. These things are
matters of history, yvet they have o
far receded from the present that the
glamor of romsnce has fallen over
them. Especially on the Eastern bor-
der the Indian has come to be lsuded
for -=hat was noble in his nature and
pitled for his savage charactaristics.

To preserve and commemorsata that
which especially pertains to the North
American Indian, in g racisl sense, as
evolved from his contect with the
white man, a movement was inaugu-
rated several years ago by Rodman
Wanamaker, of Philadelphia, and
others for the erection of & National
memorial on some Government reser-
vation In New York on a saita to bs
selected by the Secretariea of War and
the Navy, Other memorials represent-
ing state, rather than National hlsory
or sontiment, have been erected In
various places. In Fortland's Cilty
Park are “The Coming of the White
Man.,” and the status of “Bacajawea."”
COthers representing the massacre of
settlers are found in many localities,
one on the Muskingum Rliver, In Ohlo,
above Marietta, telling a tale of horror
egqual in Its line wo that told by the
Custer monument in Montana

In splte of all this, a recent writer,
mho has been studying the history of
the North American Indlan from the
viswpoint of pity and admiration, says:
“When the last member of the race
shall have folded his blanket about
him and passed over the Great Dlvide,
we shall remember the Indian as
brave, loyval, self-sacrificing and honor-
gble to a marked degree.”

Distance may lend this enchantment
to the review of Indian history. But
whether It does or not, the act of
Congress whereby a National me-
morial willl be raised to the Indian is
commendable, since he certain]ly has
been often In the foreground of the
history of the occupsation and settle-
ment of the North American con-
tinent by the white man.

1

It is unfortunate for & large number
of citigens of the thriving town of
Gireshnm that the short-sighted pollecy
of & few property-owners has forced
the Mount Hood Railroad to change
Its route so that the corporate Hmits
of the city svill be missed by about
two miles. The attempt of this road
to sscure, on reasonable terms, right
of way and depot grounda at Gresham
wis not 4ifferent from that of other

transportation companles in various
parts of the Paelfic Northwest, Land
which has been practically worthless

for years, and which would, without
rallroad facilitlea, remain xo, on the
approach of the rallroad suddenly be-
comes 20 cnormously valuable that
the roads are In many cases obliged
to make a wide detour in order to
soourae the right of way at a reason-
able figure. The worst feature of
these hold-up games i that broad-
minded, llberal property owners ara
oblized to suffer for the avarice of
their nelghbors.

Tacoma has secured the latest thea-
tar to be srectad by Klaw & Erianger,
According to a dispatech from the City
of Destiny, It to ba fully as elab-
orate an affair as any of the others
which the “personal representative of
Klaw & Erlangsr" has been bullding
around the Paclfic Northwest. *“‘Kliaw
& Erlanger now have the Northwest
wall in hand and developments will be
fast," says the versatiie representative,
Having the situation “well in hand™
Is not a new expression. Cnea of
Fngland's greatest Generals had the
Boer war situation “"well In hand" for
80 many months that the British war
chest was 8s empty a8 a drum, and
the soldiers were almost barefoot from
running away from the Boers, while
the General was ‘leading them on.”
Can It be that Messrs. K. & E. are
simply Ieading the trust-busters on
with this fine line of conversational
theaters?

The sulclde carefully planned and
deliberately executed In the City Park
some days ago was that of a man who
had ilived forty-five years to so little
purpose that he did not see the incon-
grulty of marriage with & young girl
of nineteen Because he could not
persuade her to overlook this dis-
crepancy between youth and age he
took his own life, not rashly but de-
liberately, accounting life as without
value to him. In point of fact the
world loses mnothlng when a man
who refuses to learn the simplest les-
sons of Hfe grows tired at middis age
and voluntarily quits llving. There is
this to be sald In behalf of this indi-
vidual, however: the pistol used to ac-
centuate his weariness of lifsa was
turned only against himself. The
young woman was permitted to live
in the enjoyment of the common
sense with which kind nature had en-
dowed her.

Now Thomas J. Cleeton, who was a
candidate for County Judge beafore the
county assembly, refuses to be bound
by that body's actlon and belts. Of
course. That's Cleeton. Ho was not
recommendad by the sssembly bacausa
the assemhbly knew him and his rec-
ord and would not and could not trust
him. The campaign of 1386 and the
betrayal of Senator Delph by Cleeton
are not forgotten.

Twalyve hundred Republicans from
sl over Oregon ought to know
whnt the party wants and to be en-
titled to speak for It. Thelr assembly
today makes [t clear, after all, that
there Is & Republican party.

The in=piration of the “non-partl-
ean" judiclary: movement Is a2 con-
certed effort by Interested Inwyers to
keep on the bench the presant Demo-
cratic judges. That Is how “non-par-
tisan™ it l=.

Across the peninsula at Vancouver
they are taking steps to hold & county
falr this Fall. By all msans arrange
for:a Portiand day and see how large
a delegation we shall send.

Oregon is & law-abiding state. South
of the Ohlo River, that Pullman por-
ter wonldna't have lastad sixty seconds,
whether he did It or net.

= - il
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WHY TRY TO TAX MONEY AT ALL?

Candid Plea for Excemption of Notes-
Accounts and Cesh.

CORVALLIS, Or, July 17—{(To the
Editor.)—Ths Oregonian's aditorial to-
day, "The Folly of Moriguge Tax" is
timely and to the point. During four
years, just prior to the repeal of the
morigage tax law, Bmnton County nc-
cumulated §47,000 dslinquent mortgage
taxes. This $47,000 tha county mnever
received. But the county pald the state
about $§000 sixte taxes, that being the
state’s proportion of thoe Jdelinguent
tax on martgages during that time. It
was much the same in otheér counties.
Tha balance of the property pald dou-
ble and unequal tax to that amount,
in plain violation of section 1, artiecle
9, of the Oregon constitution, which
provides that “the legisiative assembly
shall provide by law for uniform and
equal rate of nssessment and taxation.
And shall prescribe such regulations as
shall securs a just valuation for tax-

gtion of all property, both real and
personal”™ . . f(excepting exempt
property). “hnt tha county falled to

callect one year the overburdened tax-
payers made up next wvear. That i=s
one effect of trying to tax intangible
personal assets

Out of over $100,000,000 on deposit
In the banks within the State of Ore-
gon, in 1908, the asssssors found for
purposes of taxation less than §13,000,-
000, of which $11,000,000 was in Mult-
nomah and Marion Counties and In-
cluded the notes and accounts of thosa
counties. And likewise on taxation of
notes and accounts the proportion was
not far different. The effort to find
such nssets for taxation results in great
injustice to guch persons #8 Arsa sur-
prised into including in thelr property
Uists this species of assets,

- - -

I would like to ocall attention to the
article of the constitution referred to.
The state tax commission, which Is
supposed to be composed of sxperts in
such matters (and its deliverances aure-
ly prove {(t, don't they?) appasars to
pay particular attention to making
“Nick Carters,”” or "0Old Sleutha” of
County Asvesmoras in ferreting out
money, notes, and accounts, and to pay
much less attention to the real spirit
and the plaln letter of that constitu-
tional provision which guarantess a
uniform and equal rate of taxation.
The taxation of monsy, notes and ac-
counts operatea, and always has oparat-
ed, to secure an unequal rate and . a not
uniform scale of taxation and avery
person, every assessor, and every in-
stitution handling money and Its rep-
resentatives well knows this, The tan-
gibla property—lands, housas, Ilive-
stock, etoc—always pays for this blunder
whanever an LssessOr eagar to make a

record undertakes to find the money,
notes and sccounis. It Immediately
leads to subterfuge, evaslion, conceal-

ment on the part of a clasas of tax-
puyers. It Is a direct premium on dis-
honesty—according to the Tax Com-
mission's interpretation of -the law,

But, fortunately, the Assessors and
the people generally recognize that In-
terpretation of the law which the Tax
Commission has fajiled to discover, and
by almost unanimous consent does not
ragard these Intangible assets as lnw-
fully suoject to taxatlon. The unant-
mous will of the population upon any
given subjecot interpreta the constitu-
tlon in accordance with that will, and
when st variance resulis in constitu-
tional amendments. The sooner the
Leginlature recognizes this will of the
taxpayers of Oregon and deciares no
tax on monay, nmotes and accounts, the
better It will be for Oregon. Tha pres-
ent law koeeps vast quantities of oapl-
tal from Oregon which the state and
its undeveloped resources need, The
Clity of Los Angeles alone hars more
money on deposit In its banks than all
the banks in Oregon combined,

- - -

But for purposes of asscasment, to
gEo a step fTurther, what I8 money?
When one says ha has monsy in & bank,
is that strictly true? I think not. Dur-
ing 1909, the Benton County banks re-
ported a combined deposit of about
$1,000.000. But was the money actual-
Iy In Benton County? The reporta pub-

llehed do not show it was In Benton
County. They rTeport certain specle,
certain currency, Approximetaly 20

per cent to 25 per cent of the deponita
or something llke that, and that is a
high percentage of actual money., The
money {txalf: where In it? As amatiter
of fact, thera is no such an amount
of money in sxistence as the combined
bank deposits the world over repre-
nent, and wevery financler knows It
That bailng the case Yyour Assessor
seizes one man’'s ready cash for pur-
poses of taxation, and that man is pay-
ing almoat exactly that propertion
more tax than others who de not placs
thelr money In hig sight., Out of
$1,000,000 on deposit in Benton County
lant vear $2§,000 was glven in to the
Assessor! Is comment necessary furth-
er to 1llustrate the rfutflity, the abso-
Iute ridiculousness of undertaking to
maks a féw taxpayers bear an uneqgual
burden of taxation on this account?
The people who entertailn the views
hers expressed owe It to themselves
and to the purlty of our state laws to
demind of every candidate for election
to elther housse of the Leglsiature =a
pledge to vote to repesl any laws which
seem to require money, notes or ac-
counts to be taxed.
- - -

When & rattle-snake strikes a man
it causes his blood to coagulate so It
will not circulate in his velns, and un-
less something is done to counteract
this the man dies. Taxstion of money,
notes and aocounts doas In a lesser de-
gree to the free and untrammeled elr-
culation of money about the same
thing that rattle-snake polson does to
& man, and as a result Cregon has
aiways been avolded by outside capi-

tal. Worse even, our looal capital
itsalf goces to other states, with
more liberal laws, for Iinvestment.

These are facts well known to most
poopla who have much to do with
moeney, and to some who do not. It
would be wall to look closely to what
kind of material goes Into the Legin-
lature, that auch evile may not be too
long continued, J. H. WILSON.

Panamn Shoes Quite the Thing.

Boston Traveler.

“Have you sfen my new Panamas?’

““There is nothing new under the sun,”
gayn an old adage: but 4id yon sver hear
of panama shoes? Well, they are here,
but not with belis. Plaln In the ex-
tresne. Most women will have them this
Summer. They may be bousht for $10
or 2

For soms time large mnulmnentn of
panama hats recsived by A large Lynn
shoe firm have caused comment. Was
there mnot enough money In tha shoe
business and was the firm golng to =ell
hata? was but one of the querfes, But
now the mystery has besn solved. The
carioads of hats which have been re-
calved are belng turned into shoes.

Tha shoes, =0 the fashlon notas say,
are to be the rveal thing this Summer,
but not only the women. The only pleas-
urs the men will derive from the naw
novalty is to dig for the necessary 10 or
# spot. The shoes are to have leather
soles, with the uppers made entirely of
pRnAms straw.

Atlantie Clty's ILsatest.

Boston Globa
A newspaper paragraph says that fat
women are rolling on the sands at At-
lantle City to decreass thelr girth, but
becanse of prassing Autles 1t is impossible
for us to make a trip to Atlantic City
noYW.

Clvil Berviee for Cowws.
Buffalo Express.
The Department of Agrticulture will
wnﬁunt & model dalry farm In Maryland,

1o
for the

DEMOCRATIC NOK - PARTISANSHIP.
Logle af the Nomination of an Non-

Partisan Judiclary.

PORTLAND, July 20.—(To the BEdl-
tor.)—The assembly of mnon-partisan
lawyers which has nominated a tickest
of nan-partisans for the four places on
the State Supreme Court to be filled at
thes November election declarea in Iits
platform:

"We belleve the non-partisan selec-
tlon of the judiclary will tend to ele-
vate the dignity and independence of
the courts and that the plan adopted
by us will enable the wvoters of the
state, without political obstruction or
interference, to select candidates for
judicial offices rather upon thelr merits
and qualifications as judges than upon
thelr political affiliations or the
strength of the parties to which they
belong.”

And then, on the heels of this bom-
bastic pronunclamento this “non-parti-
san” assembilage of lawyers, none of
whom, it is to be inferred, belongs to
any political party, proceeds unanl-

Ir to i the {dentleal judgen
whe are now on the bench by virtue of
the opmﬂ.nn of !le very nyﬂtn which
the

If the “operation of political parties™
for mlmost a genaration succeeded in

keeping Judges McHBride and Moore on |

the state and supreme bhench, whera
doea the “elevation of the character of
the bench" come in by the nomination
of both of them for anothar termT

Why pass high-sounding resojutions
declaring by assumption that a con-
ditlon exists which loudly calls for re-
form by reason of the continuance of
certaln men on the bench by political
parties and then proceed to mominate
the very same men for re-election?

If tweoedliodum has made s mess of a
certain thing, why ormcularly call pub-
e atwntlon to ths fact that you are
going to prevent a repetition of the
mistaks by inaugurating tweedledee as
& new force when (t Is universally ad
mitted that there's no difference "twixt
tweedledum and tweadledeae?

It Judgea McBride, Moora mnd Cle-
Innd have herstofore baen unfit judses
by reason of thelr being Republicans,
why are they named for re-eléction at

all? And if they have made efficlent
and satisfactory judges where is the
need for this stilted cry for a "“re-

formed judiciary?"

Bverybody knows that Judpges King.
Blater and Gatens were named for the
poxaitions they now hold because they
ware Democrats. Governor Chamber-
ialn appointed them solely and ad-
mittedly becausze they ware Damoornts
In order, as he claimed, that we might
have n “non-part‘san judiclary.” But
why select Democrats unlesa it is for
the reason that it is expectad they wil}
counternct in thelr declslons the parti-
san attempts of the Republicans to
give political color to their findings?

Why does the presence on tha bench
of & Democratic indge make it non-
partisan unless his proncunced Demo-
oracy nsserts itself to "stand off"" the
Republicanism of tha Republican
judges?T

If they do not use thelr bellef in
the coreed of the Democratico party to
offaet the appearance of Republican
tendencles in the decisions of thelr col-
lsagues, what has been galned by the
selection of Democeratie indges at all?

And If Judges Moore., MeBride and
Claland wero worthy of recommenda-
tion for re-electlon, being Republicans
and having made splendid records and
worthy of unanimous Iindorsament,
what need to feanr from thas presence
of two or thres more like them?

And since Judges King, Slater and
Getens are recommended for re-elec-
tlon because they are Democrats, it
was of course so ordered- -becauss with-
out this recommendation it was feared
thelr placey would be filled by Repub-
licans and since. therefore, It 1s a
maovement to sce 1o It that a few
Democrats area glvan judlelnl positions
it follows that if s n distinctive parti-
san movement In the interest of the
Demoerutie party of the stnte—as all
so-called non-partisan movements have
been for several yoaras past.

- -

Further, If the lawyers as a class are
hetter fitted to name candldates for
judicial positions, s they openly claim

themselves to ba by reason of their
famillarity with ecourt business, why
are they also not hettar fitted to elact

them withount the intervention of other

classes of volers, who are guits as apt
to spell tha cholce nt the polizx In
November as at the polls in the pri-

mary nominating election? It ix an old-
fashioned notion, even yet quilte gEener-
ally held, that decldedly the most Inter-
asted person In mny kind of litigation
i the party to the suit himself—not
even oxcepting the lawyer—and that
he should hava the wildest possible
freadom in the galection of the man
who shall preside at his trial; but this
Intest phase of ths "non-partisan'
movement in Oregon, admittedly *n
the Interest of the Democratic party,
and, therefore, filagrantly partisan In
ity emsanca, takes for its fundamental
Justification the assumption that the
parties most direectly concernnd In the
reaulits of o judicial apinlon ahall have
the Tenat to sny asm to the characier of
the man who shall deliver §i!
- - -

this ery for “non-partisan-
has been the maln stay of the
movemeant which hasx stealthily but by
regular degreex fed the Demoeratic
party of the atats until the Republicans
are dlsorganized and utterly at =ea.
It Is now to be gean if the Siate As-
sambly. which has besn called 'te turn
the tide, if possible, will seriously give
heed to the Iatest manifestation of
tha affort to elect Demeoerate to high
offlelal peosition lest, without It, am In
odmitted by Its sponsors, the purely
Demaorcratic partisan movement might
othervwise fall T. T. GEER

One Weak Spot fm the Scheme.
Newnrk Newa,

‘“You ougnt to hava your car agquipped
with demountable rims,” sald an auto-
moblle man to Richard C. Jenkinson,
tha other day. “All you have to do is
earry an extra rim with inflated tire. In
case of & puncture it can bhe easily at-

Finally.
ship™

tached by a 1I-year-old chlld In two
minutes.”

“Yes,"” mald Mr. Jenkinson, “but the
trouble is always to find the 12-year

Why Boys Are Brave.
Brooklyn Life.

To his teacher's request that ha give
the class ideas on the subject of “Brav-
ery.” little Johnny dellivered himsalf of
the following:

“Some boys {s ‘hrn\'e because they al-
ways playe with little bove, and soma
boys I8 brave becsuss thair legs {a too
short to ran away, but most bova is
brave because somebody's lookin' ™

Amnteurs at the Game.

Puok.

‘““The proudest hoast of the old-time
robber barons was that they never robbed
a poor man.”

“Thoee fellows. were amateurs st ths
game,” explalned thsa great captaln of In-
duxtry, "and dldn't understand how much
money therse was in {t"

Chinn's Predicament.
Providence Journal. -

It begins to look as If, when China
wakes up, she will find the bed so
crowded as to make it difficult for her
to turn over without ralsing a rumpus
with the parties on elther sida.

Whnt He Hnad

Pitizsburg Post.
“Well, I think the dootor is about
through with me. 'rold me my aliment

practically
'Whn d4id. you have?™
“Two hupdred doliars, originally."*
Fom— - -

OREGON INVITING FOREST FIiRES.

Curciessness Along the Tillamook Reoad
That May Spell Disaster.
PORTLAND, July 13.—{To the Exitor.)
—The QOregonlan publishes an account of
the great losa of lite and property in
the states of Washington and 1daho by
forest fires, and In nearly all casos

caused by the careless work of man.

Our State of Oregon, =0 far this season,
hay escaped any dangeroun or expensive
forest flres, but thoe country is very dary,
and we are having our usual northwest
winds. If every precuution s not used,
Oregon will suffer from man's carcless-
ness,

The writer has just returned from Tilla-
mook over the Wilson River road. Along
that road In the timber belt, tha timber
owners have five men acting as fire war-
deas whosa duties are carefully to watch
for fire, and should fire break out at any
polnt to got men qusckly as possible
and subdus 11, thus protecting the tim-
ber. The expense of this Ils borne by
the timber owners alone; they get no
help from county, state or Goverminent.
On this same road, Tiiamook County
has & crew of men repalring and bullde
ing roads. They are ocutting logs and
brush apd pliing ‘up great windrows of
inflammable material along the county
wagon road, s maln thoroughfare be-
twern Forest Grove and Tillamgok Clty.
The stub of a ¢igar or cigarotte thoughi-
lessly thrown by & passenger on the
stage might cause a fire whose damage
no one conld gueas, Tillamook County
has one of the largest and finest bodies
af timber thit ths sup shines on, & body
of timber that draws the attention of
the greatest Nnanciers of the country
They realize the great future wvalue of
this fmmense tract of virgin forest and
are trying to protect it from fire.

The HIUl and the Harriman Interests
have heard of this great timber belt and
want the carrying of it to the consuming
market and rushing rallroads into
It a8 fast as men oan do the work. but
the peopls of Tillamook whpo will reap
the largest benelit from the timber do
not seem to reallze thst they have any
Interest In the timber.  They do not make
any sfort to save (1, but, on the contrary,
are increasing the fire hasard us fast and
as much as they can.

The Btate of COregon haz n fire law.
There is a peonalty for serting out fires
durlng tha dry season, but there s no
law and no way to stop the cutting and
plling af brush along the public highwuy.
where In & fow hours of hot sun and
wind It gets dry as powder and will burn
just as qulckly. Cannot momething be
dons to provent this work?

The writer personally spoke to the man
in charge of the work and cautlionsad
him against the danger of fire. Hie repiy
was, "Oh, If anyona is mean enough to
#et tha timber on fire they will go out
In the woods and set i1t." He could not
spe where there was any huzard in the
wark he was doing. The writer does not
helleve there I8 anyons mean anough
mailciously to set the timber on fire. It
s making the fire trap or the Inflammabla
heap, and the earsiess or thoughtiess one
who does the damage.

P. 8. BRUMEY.

Te

oLD EVIL “DIRECT SYSTE!D

If People Caa't Elect Good Lawmakers
How Elect Good Lawsf?
Aberdeen Wor'd.

People know enough to make their
own laws, contend Government faddists.
Posuxibly and perhaps. Considering the
quulity of some Legislatures and legin-

IN

intors, the argument would appeéear to
be good. But do the people cara? In
view of their indifference in the mat-

ter of se'sction of publiec officers—an
indifferance that extendsad so far that
they surrendersd control of their af-
fairs to bosses and ward politiclans and
weore forced to devise n means of re-
gaining it—Iis {t supposable that they
will pay any attention to laws? That
they will glve nuch laws such astudy and
attention that laws deserve?

True, not enocugh study and attantion
attend legpisiation in Legislatures, and
it is also true that law-making In such
bodles Is largaly a case of compromisoe,
but mors care j8 devoted to laws than
would ba the case were the people to
enact acis by direot vote.

Exper.ance in a siater state ghows that

the people do nost Knuw hat! the time
what they are voting for. The rvutem is
cumbersome, expensive and usalesa. 1t

destroys povernmedt xp it was devised in
thiz conntiy. Need for such destructiion

is not yel apparent. FPresont go-arnment
is all rizht if the people will take =n
Interest in t. 12 they will not, it Is sy

will become inrearested
Is something new. Wholsa remedy for
evilg, real or fancled, He= {n the hands
of the people. If they do not want to
undertaks {t now, they will be foreced
to later when tha entire fabric of gov-
ernment becomes rent through thelr own
folly.

to argus that they

United States Stlll Lives,
Boston Transaript.

There {2 no government in Washing-
ton, but the United States still lives.
The Cabinet s as much scattered as
were the thousand cattla on the thou-
sand hille mentioned by the clergyman
who stumbled In lils speach.

Eurly Harvest in Lake County.
gilver Lake Leador.

George Cooley came In from the
Siean country and spent Bunday in
town. George during his absence of two
or threa months had cultivated quite a
peard, which he had promptly harvestad
upon hin arrival

The Trouble With Bryan.
Richmond Times-Dispatch.

“How can T teli? How do I know?'
sald Mr, Bryan when asked 1f he would
run again for  the Fresidency. Ha
never dld know and always trisd to
tall. That's why he almoat ruined the
party.

Foree of Habilt,

Montgomery Advertisen
“Four wife wishes to speak with you™
sald the spirit medium.
“Tell her I fed ths parrot every doy
and watered the flowers, too, whils she's
been gone,” sald the absent-minded man.

Might Have Made n Fortune.
Chicago Naws,

HMad Messrs. Taft and Toosavelt
looked out for tha really necessary they
would have made a contract with a
moving-pleture machine man before
they met

Not for Taft.
Philadelphia Inquirer.

A leather helt 243 feat long and’val-
ued at §55800 has just been made. No,
gentle reader, it is not to be sent to
Beverly.

Cutting the TraCes.
Atlanta Constitution,

Every time they hitch the Iame sle-
phant to the Republican bandwagon
they may look (o sea the insugents
cut the traces,

A Wasted Chance.

Come. Eive me boack my life again, you
heavy-handed Doath!
Uncrook your fingers from my throat, ani

lat me dfaw my breath.

You do mes wrong 0 take me now-—Lioo 00N
for me to dle—

Ah, loocse me from thia clotching pain, and
hear tha reitaon why.

I know I'vo had my forty years. and wasted
every one:

Ang 5:: 9 tclll ¥ou homemtly, my life in not

Legun

T've walked the world like
dreamer in & trange

But now you've m;:»ed ma wide awaké—iJ
want apother chanoe,

My dreams were aiways hesariful,

thoughts wera high and fine;

life was over lived on eayth ta match

those dreams of mine,

And would B wreck them unfalfiijedr
What rolly, nay, what crime!

¥ou b ths wnrld waste a4 soul—give

- 1

one aalesph, =B

my
No

—Henry Vea Dyka




