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ROSS RISES FROM
PROBE UNSMIRCHED

Washington Land Commission-
ér, Subject of Inquiry,
But Record Vindicates.
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ROSS' FRIEND SCENTS

PLOT

‘Fatr Play" Belloves Probe Alms to

Quash Gubernatorial Chances,
CASTLE ROUK, Waosh., April 21
{To the BEditor.)—The legislative «

mittes, from newsnpEner Tvporis, has
kindled the political-smoke feo the
coming campalgn and i= endeavoring to
besmirgh _somg.  of the citinens of the

Stutey

Ly Insinusting

fraud andg ccn-l

spiracy perpetratad particularly by mlr1
Land Commiasionar and his friends. It
{8 very oasy to see the purpose and
intent of the report from the fact'‘that
the report glven In the Seattle Post-
Intaliigencer of April & purports to sat
out in dutafl the =sles made in Cowlitz
County particularly and the <rulse
the comnmittas’'s men.

committ=a desirous to

me public h= jands sold in Cowlitxz

faty. that have bean acquired by the

veér Lake Rallway & Lumbar Com-
pany? For no other reason than that
the pressnt Land Commissionar hap-
péns to own a very small portion of
the capltal stock of mald company and
the fur ason that the Incumbent
is mentionad favorahly by many of our

in ntinl citf 5 &5 an avaliahle can-
didute for Governor. Thegefore, .thea
charge of conspiracy to defraud the
state out of its valuable lands from the

printed reaport Is thrown directly or
indirectly at Mr. Roszs, to eliminate his
chiunce for the nomination of*Governor.

The writer has had a personnal inter-

view with Joseph O/ Nweill, who pur-
chased from the state & quarter section

! echool land in section 16, township
| # north, range 2 oast, in 1801 Mr
| O°'Nelll says that “in 191 he made ap-
plication for the sald land through G.
W. Taylor, as he knew Taylor was
somewhat acqualinted with the lands.™

Ha further aays ““tha sald Taylor never

occupied an offlca adjoining his
(O’ Netll'n) office at the time the applica-
tion was made for the purchase, of
enld land or at any time prior to or
since, and thit at no time did O'Neill
ever mention the buying of state lands
to'E. 'W. Hoss to get A minimum crulse,

asn nt gald time Mr. Ross had no con-
nection with the Land Office or had
anything 1o do with the cruising of the

rAmMe That as to any conversation
held in the office with Israel and Bill-
ingn, the statement ls untrue ond falsa,
as (N dld not know eithor of those
Fentlemen at the time he made the ap-
plication, and has never scen Mr.
Isras]l at any time; that all the deal-
Iing=s nnd conversations Eupposed to
hiuve taken place at Castle Rock in
o’

Nelll's office with Ross and the cruls-
1

- ¢l and Blllings, are branded
s ah utely false and untrue.”

Mr. elll dsclares that after he had
i e rehasge of the land from
the = e, he offerad to mell a half in-
ter In suid land to George Taylor
for just what it cost, and had offered

it for anle for & vear after he had pur-
chm=pd It to any purchaser for $2000,
1 founmd no buyer; nnd At the time
he purchase was made he pald rfull
vaiue acoording to what other lands
wearn sold for in the same viecinity by
indlvidual holders

Mr. O'Neill furtlhier asserta that from
T 'ta glven to t Governor's legis-
iativa committees he fears they have
avolded seoking evidence from reputm-
ble sources, but on the contrary have
sought such from that which would
savor of the Harry Orchard element.

FAIR PLAT.

REPORT VICIOUS IS ALLEGED

Assistant Commis=sloner Morse Says

Committes’s Inference Decelves.

OLYMPIA. Wash., April 13.—(Spe-
clial)y—" n portion of the report of
¥ tlve committes which deals

State Land Office Is blased

clous, ne presented in

the dally pap sald Frank C. Morse,
Assisilant Commissianer of Publie
Tands, whan nas: d for an expression
of opinion. Mr. Morse sald:
“Commissioner Roxs is now on his
way lome from the Natlonal Capital
where, a8 t culmination of years of
dest kind aof worlk, he hns
nduced changes in depurt-
methods by which the State of
Washington will securs thousands of
pRores of Innds wvalued at milllons of
dollars, title to which has been held
up by red-tape methods
“Mr. Ross, on his return, no doubt
will anawer In hils own way, thar-

oughly and to the satiafactlon of every
falr-minded person, such velled charges
ere may be agalnst him In the

Individually and
most surprised ot
unfalrness evident
has knowledges of

king
R
Ttn

person-
the re-
to any
the facts.

The wpori, by Inference, decalves ~the
publle Into belleving that H. W. Roas,
Jommissionsr of Public Lands, msolely
and | Idunily had the fixing of the
| valua state timber and iands. the
determining ta whom 1t should bhe sold,
nt wh price and the approving of the

decency and justice should
ompted the committee to point
truth, which Is that Mr. Ross

of I

rd of flve. has one vole

roving the crulsers” estl-

xing the value of all landa

that =nll state timber

and advertizad for slx weeks,

natice of the sale Is posted the sale

takes place at publle auction and the

property is solil to the highest bldder;

finally, hiz board of five—not

Tom ssloner of Publle Lands=

-must approve the sale before
passcs from the state.

“Any one famillar with the enor-

mous increase in rvenl estate wvalues

cannoot fail] to see the absurdity of the

ohnrge=s thint a sale, for lnostance, made

in 1601 must, forsooth, have besn con-
. i in fraud becaunse today the
i iy Im of more value Thomas
Ceaoper, whlle Western land agent nf
the XNo n Paciflc. made sale of the
timber ds owned by that company
o ti Weyerhauser syndicate, admit-
tedl the best timber lands in the

rthwest—they wers select. The pur-

ers palidl a fiat rate of $5 an acre

A the Northern Pacific ofticials, who
were considered the best of business
men, were so pleased with the aale

that they have promoted Mr. Cooper to
. high ponition in the company. which

he still holds.

law providesa that after

facts.”

Seaslde Unearth?d Indian Skeleton.

SHASBIDE, Or., April 12.—(Specinl.)—
Workmen, amployed In making an ex-
cavation of Bridge street, have wun-
earthed the skull and & part of the
skeleton of a Fiathead Indian, The
skull I= now on exhibition here and
in regarded as a valuable curicsity by
méc:cal men who have examined it

GLARK TANGLE BIG

Official Says State May Be in
Ore Inspector’s Debt.

THEFT IS DISCREDITED

Accused Man to Remain at Olympla
Pending Investigation — He De-
niles Taking Maney, Expresses

Sorrow for Mistake,
OLYMPIA, Wash., April 13.—{Special.)

—*The atate may ows px-0fl Inspector
Clark hundreds of dollars Instesd of his
baing short in his accounts.” said one of
the Bureau of Inspection tonight.

“From start to finish he had not the
remotest {dea where he stood financially,
Om checking up such books as are here
it & shown that he pald the state 3500
more than he eollected. In his Innocent
way he told me how for many months ha
eould not find enocugh money In his af-
fice to meet what hea figured his recelpts
for the state had beéen, so he would draw
from his personil account to maks up the
apparent shortage.

“Of course, his books may be and prob-
ably sre In such shape we can never
filgure actually what the halance should
be. I am satiafied the old man never
stole - anything, but since the charges
wére made he haa been =0 rattled he did
not know what he 4i4.”

Mr. Clark saald today:

“I am golng to stay hers In Olympla
until my books are all chectkad up and
it i= proved positively I nover stols &
dollar. I ¥now I made s mistake 1
was so worried. I never should heve
llad to the Governos nor should I have
tried to fix up the old chescks, but I

that did not belong to me and that a
thorough investigation will clesr my good
name.'”

Yesterday, after
moved from office, he waa induced to
remain in the office of J. ¥. Leghomn,
it the Capiltol, that Clark ocould send no
messages to Seattle un Lidoben and
Helandar had reached the Ol Inspector's
office there and had taken charge. This
fact gave rise today to a report that
Clark was in custody.

Mr. Clark was re-

Vast Amount of Money to Be Spent

on Improvements.

LA GRANDE,
—TLa Grande,

Or., April 13.—(Sp
nlways stoadlly movi

ward, has brighter prospects this 3
than ever baf and to aggreguatls
total expendit here for repalrs
venr would mean Jusmling with

that would astonlsh a city of approxim-
ately 6000, In accordan with th

lar wish of the taxpa s, OXp

A special election recentiy. the ol

bulld & 500 High School tt
and bonds are floated and I
a struoturo

belng drawn for such to
commenced at once.

According 1o assurances from Wash
Ington, October will see construction
the Government bullding here. a
project. A few weeks ago ths city
to float 340000 bonds= for sewarage
tema, and plans have bean drawn for
development. A refi
econstructed along
posa of the refuse.

with the sawer Evsiem goes
face paving der that

surface pavir along a il T
blocks on Adams avenue and four .
on Depot street. In additlon to this pro-

1

' 1

Jeet, to be let when blds are let, this
| month some time, thera are sirest
provements to B extor of mao
paving on exactly two mliles

This will be commenced

though proiably not comple

The $400.000 Irrigation scheme s to be

commenced thia Summer

PLANING MILL IS BURNED.

Fire-Alarm Boxes So Rusty Thao
Alarm Doesn't Sound.

SPOEANE, Waah.., April 13.—i{Spe-

clnl.y—Fire from an unknown causs

in the Turner pianing mlll, sast of this

city, at midnight last night destre
the plant and lumber to ths ex
$20,000. The entire plant and stock were

valued st $50,000 and Insuranca
was carried.

The fira department was
by a poor force of water and
tliat only two small lines of hose
avaiiab A strong west wind
that prevented the i
other bulldings and threatening the en-
tire clty. The two alarm bhoxes whicl
Were Tung wares B0 rusty ey didq
communicate the alarm. James Under-
wood, an employe of the mill, slept in
a little wooden shack a ining ths
bullding, and narrowly escaped crema-
tlon, a= he Ald not anwaken until it
wne in flames Tha planing mill Is
owned by Joseph Turner

SHERIFF OFFERS REWARD

Anxious to Get Evidence as to Who
Fired Into Rhoda Home.

VANCOUVER, Wash.,, April 13.—(Spe-

$10.000

hampered
the

fact

hlaze g o

Spres

clal.}—A reward of 350 has been offered
by Sheriff Sappington for information
leading to the arrest and donvictlon of

the peraoft who fired a number of
into the Richard Rhoda ho la=t

day night.

ot
Mon-

One of the bullets went between the
| heads of two little giris aa they Iay
slecping o Now, passed Into the
next room, ugk o chimney, broka
in two, one half golng throug
and the other tearing the ¢l

offers a onea-tenth ad-
sale price. the =ale
copfirmaed, but the prop-
re-offered, Dioes it not
that if the
thizs committee's
1 no onge =hould
of this Inw?
hnirman of the commlittes
bllc Interview, in which he
fversity landa were better
b thé vets power of
regents that to date no jess
1 per cent e university lands |
been aold, fncis are, as he
i know himself. that ne ¥ tha
X versity grant was sold by
g¢nts for the aney Lo bulld
iiversity at ¥ recently
i university todsy
tioally no gtanted |
fact that nfter Its |
>V o a8 had bYHeen
Adlesiy sgisinture was induced
| to provide that one-half, 100 -
oN0 nores, £ lands pgranted by
Congress for charitable. educationsal,
and reformntory institutions
Id he glven to the 'unh-«-rﬂ!:ﬁ.

*1 bellave that the peaple of this
state will n be misled by s0o manl-
fant an unfair and Incorrect report.
The people of Washington Insist upon
n re deal from thelr public offi-
P i1 I believe they are at all
t réady to give an offlelal an
- square deal when they know

emall boy

of

home, was accused
lets and a chaln of cire

dence was Torged., whi
was concluslve. Eherir
made a thorough {nvestigu: nnd
proved by five wlitnesses that Mliller

was sleoping at the time the
fired and was absoiutely

ENOLs werd
innocant.

SPECIAL SESION IS HELD

Judge Bradshaw WIIl Hear Oregon

Trunk Land Sult.

THE DALLES, Or., April 10
—This afternoon the Oregon Trunk Lins
began suit sguinst I. H. Taffe and
wife, Mary Taffe, of Celllo, 1o anforce
the specific performance of & contrsct to
give a right-of-way desd across the Taffe
property. Judge Terry, of Portland, and
H. 8 Wilson, of The Dalles. are sitor-
neva for the plaintiff. and Bennstt & Sn-
nott for the defendants

A special sesalon of Clrcuit
convened by Judge Bradsbhaw

{Bpecial)

Court
today

Was
in

.

know 1 neaver took n cent of stato money |

There are two reasons why you have delayed your Piano purchase.

First, inability to

decide where to get the most ‘“Piano Value’’ for your money; secondly,the ways and means.
As to the first: In every field of business there is always one concern by which the
rest are measured—in the Western piano world that one has been for years, and is today—

The House of Elilers

Ask any artist where the largest and most expensive display of the world’s best pianos

i{s to be found.

Ask any of the I;Br&ding families, foremost schools and educational institutions or prom-

inent musicians where they secured their instruments. Ask anyone who has the slightest
knowledge of pianos and their real worth where you can secure the greatest intrinsic piano
value for every dollar invested—and the answer to each question will be the same—

Eilers Piano House

On our new Easy-Payment Plan there is hardly a home, no matter how modest the in-
come, but that can afford a good Piano, Organ or Talking Machine. Why be without the
refining influences of music any longer?

Western Chickering Dealers

Genuine Piancla-Piancs

353 Washington Street, 'at Park Street

order to have the gcase dispossd of as
=oon as posdible, aa the Truamk Line poo-
ple ecmannot prooeed with thelr work at
Cglilo untii this is settled.

T'he purchnse price agresd upon for tha
right of way wus §00, but the Taffes con-
tend that the survey lineés take In more
and than agteed. 1t is expected that the
testimony will be concludéd =nnd the
Judge's decision glven tomorrow.

CHICK EXPERIMENT NEW

Totrl of 1200 Fowls, One Day 0Old,
Thrive nat O. A, C. Hatchery.

OREGON AGRIOCULTURAL COL-
LEGE, Corvallis, Aprll 12.—(Epeclal.*—
Twelve hundréd fluffy little chicks, ona
day old, encompassead in o clrecular
space 12 feel in dlameter and mothered
by a single oll stove, represenis one
of the pecullar features of an experi-

ment which s now belng carried on
by Professor James Dryden, of the Or-
ogon Agricultural College.

The experiment in under way for ths
purpoge of testing the feasibility of
alsing echickens in large flocks. If
« new meithod proves successfuol it
bhe A great boon to the poultry

ustry.
The chicks which are being used in
this experiment wers hatched in Incu-
bators. Twelve machines wers used,
the machines producing an average of
100 chileks eacl

aof chicks was hatched

Thin number
from ‘A totsl of 13560 eggs. Each inoun-
I or. contalning eggs from several

eds
ferantly
molsture,

of chickens, was regulated dif-
from each of tha others as to
ventilation and methods of
cooling. The chicke taken from
£ the machines have bean carefully
marked and the strength of the chick-
ens and the vitality will be accurately
obsarved with a view of determining
t relutive merits of the different
methods of incubator hatching.

The chicks seemed perfectly satis-
fled with thelr strange mother. They

each,

of proper temperaturs and, having dis-
covered this, they soon bocams inter-
ested in the particler of sand and ou
menl which was there in such abund-
ance that they started off on a carcer
of scratching and eating jast as nat-
urally and apparently as happlly as 1If
they hod been hateched and ralsed by
n real mother instead of by a machina
and an oll stove,

PAVING CHARGE REDUCED

Will Pay $1.90 a Yard
for Bltulithic.

THE DALLES, Or,
—=The City Counci]

The Dalles

April 18 —{Bpecial.)
Inst night accapted
the modified bid of the Warren <Con-
struction Company to pave Third strest
with bitulithic paving at 1.9 =« squars
yard, and the conitract hes been signed.

An wurdinance prohibiting the a&allowing
of minors in paol or billlard rooms or
hanging saAbout clEgar tobacon Stands,
and providing for for both the
owners of places and minors tranegress-

or

finéa

ing the Jjaw was passed

An automobll ardinandcs wapr alsg
passed, regulating the speed to 12 miles
an hour in the c¢ity limits, and requir-

Ing an megistered number to be displayed
at all times, niso three lights at nlght.
two In front and a red one in the reoar.

0. A. C. Regents to Mecet.

OREGON AGERICULTURAL COLLEGE,
Corvallls, Or.. April 13.—(Special)—A
special meeting of the board of regents
of the Oregon Agricaltural Collage
will be held at the Imperial Hotel, in

FPortland, Saturday, April 16 Follow-
ing the meeting, the regents will go to
Enstern Oregon fo visit the experiment
statlons at Unlon, Hermiston and Moro.

| Bumper Frult Crop Predicted.

MEDFORD, Or., April 13.—(Special.)
—Profeagor O'Gara pradiots that tha

wera not long In discovering what dis-

DISCH

and omits every objectionable

IMINATIDN
IN5

In every walk in life discrimination between tha true
and the false wins and enjoys success.
form, of style and of values, whether fidancial, commercial
or medicinal, the judgement of the men and women who
sele_ct and appreciate and utilize the true and genuine
product, proves most profitable and most satisfactory to
themselves and to all who follow them.

Therefore, in connection with so important a subject as
the physical well-being of the people, the most eminent
physicians insist on full information as to the wholesome
nature and truly beneficial character of the component
parts of the remedies used and prescribed by them, and the
wise manufacturer not only supplies them with the
knowledge desired, but also combines for them in proper
proportions the very substances most approved by them

goy

In questions of

ey

A /el ot i

substance. The world-wide

acceptance of Syrup of Figs and Elixir of Senna by phy-
sicians and the well-informed of the world, as the best of
family laxatives, is due to the universal satisfaction which
it has given for more than a quarter of a century and also
to the fact that it is a remedy of known quality and known
component parts and to the further fact that the California
Fig Syrup Co. presents it to the world simply as the ideal
strengthening personal laxative to cleanse and sweeten the
system gently, yet effectually, and to diepsl colds and
headaches and fo assist in overcoming constipation. To
get its beneficial effects—always buy the original and
genuine, for'sale by all leading druggists. The full name
of the company— California Fig Syrup Co.—is always
plainly printed on the front of every package.

]
i

tance from the stove marked the zone 1 fruit crop this year will be the largest
the history of Rogue River Valley.

in
The
hnve

danger from frost Is practically past.
All the orchards are io splendld condi-
tlon, belng as freo from pests and dis-
eass as It s passible for them to bhe.

conditions this
most favorable

weoather
hean

Spring
and the

Piece of Earth-Peace on Earth

INVEST

A Tew dollars now In EOCHO, UMATILLA COUNTY,
FRUIT AND ALFALFA LANDS.

WHERE

There is the finest soll, best transportation, adequate water supply,
SOngest growlng season, eto.

IT'S
The favored spot of all this grand Northwest and you should lose

no time in investigating the WESTERN LAND & IRRIGATION COM.
FANY'S project at ECHO. Remember here [s tha ) .

BEST

TARIGATED

Boll under the best project. The price Is rlght. If you are posaessed
with energy and little money this 1= YOUR OPPORTUNITY. Wa
have gottén out a beautifully iliustrated booklet with map, which
we shall be glad to hand to you when you oall. If you can't call,
write todhy.

It's an absolute certalnt

that you can't lose by investigating—
you might save thousands ) s %

n the long run.
SELLING

TEEPE & SMITH $£ins

414 Henry Building, Portland, Oregon




