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CLIMATIC CONDITIONS,
March -4, 1610
Through wood and hill and fNeld and vale
and ocean
A ‘quickening life from the esdrth’a heart
hath buret
Ag it hns over done with chaage and motion,
From that great morning of the world,
when fret
God dawned on chaos.
—Shelley's Adonals.

It i= easy to reduce this great
poetry to common terms. So let us
say, “Spring has came.”

The axis of the earth is indlined at
ARn angle of about 23.5 degrees to the
plane of its orbit; that I8, to a
plane passing through the center of
the sun that contains the orbit of
the earth. Earth's seasons depend
on this fixed and Invariable mechan-
Ical arrangement., The movement of
the earth around the sun, with the
Inclination of the earth's axis con-
stantly in one position or direction
towards the ccliptic or plane of the
earth’'s orblt—produces the changes
of sesasons. The earth moves around
the sun, exposing In different Ilati-
tudes in either hemisphere now more,
now less, of its surface to the direct

ray= of the sun. The iit is change
of seasons. In our winter the rayvs
of the sun are as a conacquence less
direct; they fall aslant; 1t i, seen
from our position, Is low, and lts rays

have©less direct power. Yel the earth
is nearer the sun in our winter than
In our summer. The mechanical ar-
rangement, so simple, yet so potent,
controls all life on the earth; conse-
guently all our little politics, As the
garth swings round #is orhbit, at this
time of year, in the northern hemi-
sphere, Spring approachea. The earth
—the part on which we live—exposes
more of fts surface to the direct rays
pf the sun, and the wave of verdure
expands towards our pole. The axis
of the earth is set at an angle of
about 23.5 degrees to the plane of its
revolution round the sun. :

This s but the primer of astron-
amy. But there are more young per-
dons than old in the world; the young
must be taught, and all people must
learn, or should learn. The schools,
for Instruction of our youth, must
repeat the =same lessons f(rom one
generation to another, and the news-
paper should bear its share, too. -

Theses winds, that prevall so much
in our Northwest Paclfic States from
November to March—aoften till April
—have an explanation as simple. The
sun, in our winter time, warms the
gputhern hemisphersa and the great
Southern Pacific Sea, Open. your
window or door and the hot alr,
csausing a wvacuum, allews the cold
glr 1o rush in, swwhile the hot alr rushes
out, till the equlilibrium Is restored.
It Iz the same as to the seasons—on
A great acale. That s It presents a
eimple mechanical condition, that
gives us our warm southern winds in
winter, loaded with moisture, and
our northern winds In summer, with
thelr dryness, As the winds pass over
us, from the great Southern Pacific
Sea, the trend or directilon of our
mountain ranges, and thelr eleva-
tions, ehiefly control the preciplitation
—first, on the Coust and the range of
hills that we <all the Coast Moun-
tains. Then the higher Cascado
Range receives the greater precipita-
tlon, in the form chiaefly of snow.
The interlying valleys of Western Or-
egon and Western Washington get
thelr rainy season from the same
cause. Raln falis in our valleys and
snow on the mountalns. On the
higher (Cascade) range the snow
often falls to a depth of twenty feet;
and avalanches that bury the rail-
roads follow. Rare these are, indeed;
but they are llkely to ocour Any vear.
The way opened by the Columbia
River through this great mountain
range is the only safe and easy pass-
age between the Coast and the in-
terior. One winter after another
steadily establishes this fact; and
traffic, all the year round, svolding
high gradeés and iifts, contfizms it.

Great precipitation 1s the conse-
quence, ‘on high altitudes, swept up
by the molst winda from the Pacifie
Ocean. The valleys Iying between
theé mountaln ranges, share it. Re-
mainder of the molsture not wrung
out near the const and flrst mountals
ranges Is carried on to the Blue
Mountains, but chlefly to the great
Rocky Mountaln range, to which there
ls open acceas for the winds, through
the Upper Columbla River and its
tributaries from the sea. Here, In
the snows that fall aill winter. are the
Breat sources of the Columbia River's
floods In May and June, after the wa-
ters of all the lower tributaries of
the great river have run out.

All our voung people should he
tnunght the physical conditions of the
country they llve in, the general
causes that make our climate what it
Is; the effect of alr .currents and of
ocean currents, and thelr main
causes; the consequences of the po-
sitlon and elevation of our mountain
chains and their effect on tempera-
ture and precipitation. The study will
CATrTY our young people Into astro-
nomical and meteorological sclence,
into Inquiry about the facts of phy=i-
e¢al geography; and In the long run
will do mere to acqualnt them with
things it will be profitable to know
than &ll theoretical or belles lottres
studles could ever do. Yet these last
are by no means to be neglectad.

r——————i

The first 1910 “'Crulse of the Krop-
Killers” has apparently ended and the
wheat market, which went up like o
rocket before the damaging reports
that pourad in from Kaensas and other
local headquarters of the annual crop
scare, came down llka the proverbial
*stick.” With a nlca avhite blanket
of snow resting over the greater part

of the wheat belt of the Middle West
and keeping the gay young blades of
wheat In good order; with receipts at
the primary markets running ahead of
8 year ago, and with Russia, the Ar-
gentine, Australla and the rest of the
wheat countriés dumping their stocks
on the markets of the world, the prob-
lem of sustaining a crop-damage re-
port wWas o very serious one. Later in
the season, when the chinchbug gets
the frost out of its jolnts, and the
greenbug begins to nibble, it may be
possible to infuse a little more life
inte the market; but March is too
early and the first 1910 crap scare
has fallen fiat.

MORE FACILITIES NEEDED.

In another column, The Oregonian
prints  some interesting wviews aet
forth by Preslident Howard Ellott, of
the Northern Pacific, in an address
before Harvard students. One point
of special interest s made by Mr.
Elllott where he saxs, "In spite of
the great work done, there are not
enough transportation faecllities both
In passenger and freight traffic to
supply the demand." This is one of
the unsolved problems of rallroading
in which Portland and the Pacific
Northwest have a special Interest,
Wea need go hack but littie more than
two years to recall a period In which
ft was all - but Impo==ible to secure fa-
cilities with which to move our lum-
ber east or graln and other products
to the coast. Every avallable plece of
rolling stock owned by the roads was
pressed into service and every side-
track on the transcontinental roads
was coluttered with freight trains the
congestion of which made anything
but sglow movement Impossible.

Since that time the roads have
made some additions to thelr rolling
stock and have also added a few miles
of passing tracks. These Improve-
ments have not, however, bheen in
keeping with the Increasing traffic of
the country which they serve. Al-
though we have not yet entirely re-
covered from the panic of 1907, we
are nearing a point where lack of
rallroad facllitles will be az severely
felt as It was three years ago. This
ls the condition that confronts us at
a time when more new traffic-pro-
during territory is being opened up
in the Pacific Northwest than at any
previous period in its history. Addi-
tional passing tracks and addi-
tional equipment can be used to great
advantage now. Six months or =a
Yoor hence, with the enormous
amount of new business offering,
these added facllitles will be an ur-
gent necessity, and business will suf-
fer through lack of them as it dld
in 19507.

PINCHOT AND THE TRUTH.

President Taft has one recollection
of a conversation between himself and
Gifford Pinchot; Secretary Wilson
gives one version of a dlscussion be-
tween himself and the late Forester as
to the Dolllver letter, and Pinchot
glves another; Secretary Ballinger
makes one statement as to the entire
controversy, and Pinchot makes an-
other. 1Is It possible that Pinchot is
right all the time n.?d that the Presi-
dent, the Secretary of Agriculture and
the Secretary of the Interlor are all
wrong? Tt Is not possible; it is incon-
celvable that it should be. It would
be Inconceifvable without direct and
conc¢lugive evidence that Pinchot
equivocates and falsifiea. Here s the
evidence:

Last Saturday, before Pinchot took
an oath to tell the troth and nothing
but the truth, he read a statement
setting forth hiz indictment of Mr.
Ballinger. He fiercely assalled Bal-
iinger for restoring water power sites
to entry, for belng an enemy of con-
servation, and for submitting a state-
ment 1o the President covering the
Cunningham cases, "“shown by un-
disputed documentary evidence to be
absolutely false In three essential par-
ticulars.'”” Now read this from the
Asgoclated. Presg account of the pro-
cecdings Tugsday before the Congres-
sional committee:

Mr. Pinchot made the announcement at
the morning session that he based his charge
against Secrotary Hallinger that he had
made falee statements to the President not
upon . Ietter from Mr. Hallinger himself,
but upon a lstter written by J. T Ronald,
of Seattio, former law partner of Mr. Bal-
linger. to Dr. Lyman Abbott. He admitted
that the three statamonts in the Ronald
latter, which he asserted to be false, had
praviously bdéen covered by a letter written
by Mr. Ballinger himself to the Preaident,
in which Ballinger had made what the wit-
ness admitied was a true statement of the
facts. Mr. Pinchot satd he did not attempt
to reconclle thewe two facte

Pinchot could not reconclle these
two facts with his own previous tes-
timony, for his statement was essen-
tlally faise; vet it avas and Is the basis
of his attack on Mr. Ballilnger and
of the concerted movement to dls-
credit him wilth the Administration
and the country.

PACIFIC FLEET A NECESSITY.

Senator Perkins, chairman of the
naval affalrs committee, has agreed
to support the Administration plans
for two battlegships, three destroyers,
two colllers, a repair ship and four
or five submarines. Secretary Meyver
has promised to give the matter of
stationing a large barttleship fleet on
the Paclfic due consideration. There
is & possibillity that the important po-
sition of Senator Perkins at the head
of the naval committee may result In
some protection - belng afforded this
coast, It Is a strikingly noticeable
fact that nearly every plea put
forth for a greater navy and, for more
supply ships and colliers is Invariably
accompanied by the statement or the
hint that our peace is threatened by
a foe from beyond the Paclfic.

Attack from a European power, or
at any other point except the "'de-
fenseless Paclflc coast,” Is never
even alluded to in these requests
for a larger navy, and for more ships
to keep B suppled - with coal, ete.
Despite thls widespread solieitude for
the welfare of the Paciflc coast, In
the language of a Washington dis-
pitch in The Oregonlan yesterday,
“Not a single battleship is to be seen
from Point Barrow to Panama.” It
is stated that the new submarines
will all be stationed on the Paclfic
coast, and, as this new equipment is
expectad to bé a very powerful factor
in coming warfare, their presence will
be of great importance.

What is sactually needed, however,
is a fleet of battleships stationed on
the Pacific coast all the time. For
more than ten years the “signs of
the times" have been pointing to the
Paclfle as the scens of the world's
greatest conflicts af the future. That
this ocean will see the climax of the
next great war is freely predicted by
the world's greatest students of po-
ltical situations that lead up to war.
The Atlantic coast is well fortifled
throughout its length. With the
country at peace snd almost certain

to continue =0, with all near-by na-
tions, the Atlantic no longer needs
the protection even of the battle-
ships now stationed there. Senator
Perkins 18 fully justified by existing
conditions In demanding that nine out
of ten battleships be statloned on the
Paciflc Coast.

A GROUT OF DICTATORS.

What s assembly, any way, that
some oppose? Is It the group of a
dozen or fifteen persons, who have as-
sembled and put forth their pamphlet
agalnst assembly of their politieal op-
ponents in Oregon?

This group, says the Hood River
News, “without the advice, suggestion
or directlon of any party, organiza-
tlon or representative body, so far as
known. would seek tp dictate the poli-
tles of the state. The proposed 1100
or 1200 delegates to the assombly of
the state must not be assumed to have
the right or iIntelligence that this self-
appolnted council of a dezen has”

Here Is a group of self-appointed
dictators, wishing to govern or direct,
or prevail, as an ofignrchy. First thing
they do !s to hold an assembly, and
next thing In the programme ig to de-
noance assembly and party organiza-
tion.

AID FOR A WORTHY CAUSE.

Na doubt the public already begins
to take' an intereet in the project of
the Waman's Club to ralse money for
the free bed which it maintalns at
the open-alr sanitarium. XNo charity
could be more disinterested. None
deserves more hearty assistance. It
often happens that all a sufferer from
tuberculosias needs for & complete cure
Is rest with plenty of alr and good
food. But if he s a poor man, if he
must toll for his dally bread, these
are precisely fhe things which he can-
not obtain by his own efforts. Char-
ity musdt supply them or he perishes
and his family falls into want. Or
the victim may be the mother of &
family. It makes no difference; un-
less yest, open alr and nourishing food
can be obtained, there Ils no hope of
a cure. If these requisites are forth-
coming then in most cases recovery
is certain.

Contrary to the old superstition on
the subject, tuberculosiz is a curable
disease. In most cases, unlesa {t has
gone too far, It is easily curable. One
of the direst consaquences of poverty
is that 1t puts the means which are
essential for recovery from tubercu-
losis beyond the unslded reach of the
majority of those who suffer from It

The entertainment which the Wom-
an’s Club has planned for March 14
soems to be of rather a high order.
The music s expected to be excellent
and some such play as the *“Chimes
of Normandy™ will be acted by com-
petant persons, Later on the other
parts of the programme wlill be pub-
lished In the proper place.
who attend st the Bungalow on the
night of March 14 will probably see
a better show than they often do and
have the satisfaction at the same
trme of knowing that the money they
have pald for It goes to a commend-
able charity.

ME. ROCEEVELLER.

When the time comes for impartial
historians to study the phenomena of
the end of the last century and the
béginning of this one, not the least
interesting and Instructive problem
which they will have to solve will be
the strange career of John D. Rocke-
feller. What social conditions made
him possible? What combination of
individual qualities wwas it which =so
precigely fitted him to take advantage
of an economic situation which has
never before occurred in the history
of the world and can naver reciirT
The superficial may sneer at him, the
adherents of ethical formulas may re-
vile him as a malefactor, shortsighted
students of soclety may ook upon
him as an enemy of the human race,
but to the philosophical observer who
tries to ace a little below the surface
of affairs Mr. Rockefeller Is a sult-
able subject neither for sneers, for
revilement nor for enmity. Among
the strangest creatures ever horn of
time, almost a portent, perhaps, he
sums up and symbolizes a generation,
and in his career the aspirations and
fdeals of milllons of his fellowmen
have become concrete. Just as the
devil worship of Central Africa In dua
time produced the headbunting can-
nibal, so the worship of success which
wins our National creed for a quarter
of a century or more produced Mr.
Rockefeller.

Our cult of success was no novel
thing In the world. It was a very ald
thing masquerading under a new
name. It Is summed up in the an-
cient maxim that when a man Is
working in the highest of causes the
sacred end he has In view justifies any
means whatever by which he attains
it. TIn the heat and stress of his man-
hood Mr. Rockefeller was working in
a causge which his fellow-countrymen
had agreed to call the highest. It was
the cause of fAnancial EuCCess.
Throughout those years when he was
defying the iaw. overriding the rights
of his competitors. ruthiessly pushing
forward unsorupulous schemes, he
was just as much performing a conse-
crated ceremony as does any robed
priest wwhen he chants a ritual at the
altar. Mr. Rockefeller was laboring
ad majorem gloriam Del and the God
whom he exalted by his deeds was
Mammon. He was no more faithful
in his devotion to this deity than all
the rest of us, or most of us, but he
brought to the service a concentrated
energy, a mastery of economliec oppor-
tunities, a relentless purpose and a
genlus for c¢ombination which easily
made him predominant and naturally
won for him the richest rewards the
dlvinity whom he worshiped could be-
stow,

The life of this remarkabla man
falls into three dfstinct perfods. First
we have the epoch of struggle when
life presanted its seamy sige to him
and pennles counted heavily In his
store of wealth. He was humble,, dili-
gent and thrifty. All the wholesome
copybook maxims were exemplified In
his conduct and the rules of every-day
plety were the guldes of his conduot.
He never sinned. He never idled. He
never wasted a cent. Then came the
more Interesting but not less adifying
period of financial success, which to
Mr. Rockefeller meant svarfare with
his fellow-men on a magnificent scale
and on a world-wide fleld. His strong
right arm reached from ocean to
ocean. His forces fought and won on
battlefields In both hemispheres. There
never was such a financial general as
Mr. Rockefeller. His strategy was
consummate, his success unbroken,
and if he had cared to become the
owner of the earth there was nothing
to hinder him. Whatever he desired
in the way of money and the power It

"santially

Those

brings was his to take. From thlsv
stormy interval Mr. TRockefeller
passed gently on to that period of
ealm reflection and philosophical
study of human affairs which seems
llkely to last for many vears to come.
He has become, as it were, beatified.
The rough warrior is the gentlest of
mankind. The ruthless Invader of
other men's possessions has blossomed
into A venerable poet who dreams
away the Summer aftéernoon on a golf-
ing green. The filghter who set suc-
cess above everything else finds solace
for his reverend age In lecturing
young men on the vanity of riches and
the futllity of earthly struggles, The
avariclous grasper who seemed eager
to possess himself of all the money In
the world has made it his last ambi-
tion to devote his enormous wealth to
“furthering the progress of the human
race.”

Was ever such & story heard be-
fore? Never except in the llves of
sale other American milllonaires.
Mr. Carnegle’'s biography is not es-
different, and there are
many more of the same kind. Study-
ing the careers of these men, one
would be moved to say that the genius
of America Insplres two contradictory
tendencles In thelr souls. One domi-
nates their years of physical strength.
The other comes out when age begins
to tell upon them. The first iz a
ruthiess materinllsm. The other Is
an exalted idealls=m. And ns it Is the
ideallsm which relgns and triumphs in
thelr riper wyears, so we may believe
that our country is destined In its ma-
turity to pass beyond the dull worship
of success and live for nobler things.
When the crude snergy of youth has
been lowered, perhaps as a Nation we
shall think as much of the things of
the spirit as Mr. Rockefeller doee In
his beneficent age. He ls doing what
Jesus enjolned upon the man who
wished to inherit eternal Hfe. “Sel
all thou hast and give it to the poor.”
It I8 announced that Mr. Rockefeller
intends to give away substantially all
his fortune and for the noblest af pur-
DOsSes. What finer restitution could
he make? The victlms of his early
struggles are dead or forgotten. To
find them is out of the question. So
in atonement for the wronegs done
¥Years ago to nameleéss sufferers, and
very llkely with alma before hls imag-
ination even higher than atonement,,
he bestows his possessions upon the
human race. We envy the historian
who In a hundred yvears or so shall sit
down to estimate the worth of Mr.
Rofkefeller's benefactiions and judge
of his career in the long extent of
time.

The fearful disasters culminating
within a few days In avalanches that
have burled two towns and one pas-
senger train, makes opge appreciate
the sentiment of the sallor who con-
gratulated himself during the raging
of a fierce gale that he was not
among the unlappy folks on shore,
who, as he conceived, *“must be"
quaking In thelr beds for fear the
roof would fall In.” Still, one month
with another for the past four
months, neither sea nor land has any
cause to boast over the other in free-
dom from disaster In which human
ife has gone out. ‘The catalogue of
calamity, beginning with the fire in
the Cherry mine Iin November and
ending with the avalanche in which
March was ushered In, ls an unusual-
Iy gruesome one, heavily charged
with horror, suffering and death. It
Is also one In which the financlal loss
will run. well up into ths millions.
Flood and fire, wind and wave, singly
and in combination, have taken heavy
toil in human life, human habitations,
human enterprises, A shuddering
world can only hope that so heavy
an assessment will not soon again be
levied.

Another of those periodical revolu-
tions in Nicaragua has about ceased
to revolve. According to advices
from Bluefields the Insurgent cam-
palgn In the west has practically end-
ed and about the only traces of trou-
ble still remaining nre a guerrilla
warfare which s being maintained In
the hope that the United Btates will
Intervene before the Nicaraguan au-
thorities succeed In restoring order.
In this"hope the insurgents are likely
to be disappolnted, for the United
States has throughout the trouble
shown a dlsposition to keep its hands
off. Had the tyrannical Zelaya re-
malned In power and persisted in his
objectionable policies, it 1s not fm-
probable that American sympathy for
the insurgents would have reached a
point where this Government might
have taken a hand in the trouble.
Presldent Madriz, however, sesms to
be Inclined to do what Is right, and he
will undoubtedly be glven an oppar-
tunity.

A new Iindictment has been found
againat F. Augustus Helnze for alleged
violation «of the National hanking
laws. Reasoning from the experi-
ence thus far encountered, the return
of an Indletment against Heinze
shoyld not trouble the redoubtable
antagonist of Btandard Ol to any
ETeat extent. This iz the Govern-
ment's fourth attempt to get Heinze
behind the bars, and It will probahly
end as the previous attempts have
ended—with Helnze st at large,

Chicago is debating a change of
the name State street to '‘Roosevelr.”
The question at jssue |8 whether that
name would be appropriate for the

stylish, race-sulclde avenue of the
clty.
This is the season when Spring

Eproutings are trying to reduce the
high cost of living. With proper as-
sistance they could solve the problem.

There is one certaln, decent and
dignified way In which to get rid of
the tip nulsance. That I= to live at
home and board at the sAme place.

A lot of organs and persons talk as
if the grandest object of conservation
iz to make Pinchot the Democratic
nomines for President.

Among the terrible consequences of
war's end in Nlcaragua will be the |
loss suffered by generals and colonels
of their tities.

It is comforting to the stockholders
that these Northwestern roads de-
clared dividends before the season of
high water,

Now is the time for Mr. Knox to cut
ioose from diplomaey. Tha Nicara-
guan rebels are howling for help,

The groundhog msy stay Indoors
six weeks in Missouri, but not In
Oregon.

|
| has recently

QUESTIONS OF THE NEXT CENSUS.
These Are the Things You Wil Be
Expected 1o Answer.

Thirty questions will be asked by Fed-
eral census enumerators of every person
in the United States. The enumeration
thisx year will begin April 15 and end
April 30

Correct anawers to these quastions are
compulsory qunder the law. Refusal to
onswer may be punished by fine or im-
prisonment, or both,

For the first time since the Govern-
ment undertook the teking of the census
In 1790, the: department engages (o get
trustworthy Information on three Indi-
viduml points, namelyr: How muany em-
ployers of Jabor there are in the United
States, how many employes, and how
many persons working on their own ae-
count. It will also learn how many per-
sons were out of employment on the 15th
of April, 1910, and the number of per-
#ons who were out of employment duor-
ing the year 189, and how many weoks
the enforced idieness lasted.

Additional to “counting noses’ and the
age, sex and color of every person, the
department will Ingquire:

Whether single, married, widowed or
divorced, also number of timesg married
or divorced, and number of years of pres-
ent merriages, -

In case of married woman, how many
chiidren and how many are now living.

Birthplace of every person and of the
father and the mother of sald person.

Where not native-born, the vear of im-
migration to the United States, and
whether npaturalized or allen: whether
able to speak BEngllsh; or, if not, the lan-
guage spoken.

Tha trade or profession of or the par-
ticular kind of work done hy every per-
son, ms salesman, laborer, ote

General nature of the Industry, business
or establishment In which every person
works, as dry goods store, farm, sawmill,
eto.

Whether an smployer, an employe, or
warking on his own account.

On the foregoing new questionseniEmora-
torge are especluliy Instructed that any
one who recelves a salary or wage Is an
employe. For example: The President
of the Unlon Pacific Rallway and a track
hand are both employes. The president
of the North Paciflc Mills Is an employer.
The head of a family whers domestic
gervants are engaged is not an employer,
though the servants are employes. Law.
yers, doctors and others who recelve fees
are working on thelr own account, while
those who render professional ssrvices

on a aslary, such as civil engineers, pro-s

fessors, actors and ministers, are em-
ployes. A newsboy works on his own
account, while a newspaper carrier Is an
employe. A person conducting n hotel or
restaurant Is an employer.

If a person has two occupations, only
the more hnportant one should be given,
that is, the one from which he recclves
the more money, or the one to which he
devotes the more thne.

The new question as to how many
workers were out of employment during
1900 I8 intended to gain information as to
the extsnt to which men wanted work
and could not find it; it s not applicable
to tramps.

Bach person will be gsked whether he 1=
able to read and write, and for sach child
It will be nsked whether it attended
school any time since September 1, 1806,

BEach householder will be asked whether
the home Is rented or owned, and If
owned, whether mortgaged or not. Every
man will be asked whether he Is a sur-
vivor of the Union or Confederate Armiy
or Navy. Every person will be asked
whether he 1s biind in both eyes and
whether deaf or dumhb.

At best the time of a4 census enumerator
g very short. Therefore prompt answers
to the questions here stated will EX -
dlte the work, They should be glven
cheerfully and without delay.

NO INTERFERENCE WITH MILITIA

Artillery Lieutenant, Regular Army,
Sayas “Hands Off" to Labor Unfons.
FORT STEVENS, Or., Maroch 1L.-—To

the Editor:)—I see by The Oregonian of

February 28, that the labor unlons of the

State of Washington are praventing their

maembers from  enlisting In milltia COI-

panies. What will they be dolng next,
proy?

I wonder how many of the labor unlon
leaders realize how grent n necessity a
good and well-tralned militia especially
one devoted to coast artillery work, is to
thin Pacifle Coast? Apparently they be-
lfeve that wa have already enough of the
military., 1If so, little do they understand
In what & defenseless conditlon the Pa-
clfic Coast Is. Let these leadors read the
“Valor of Ignorance'” (pecullarly adapt-
ed to their Intéllects) by Genernl Homer
Lea. L2t them ponder over the words of
our senlor general offlcer, Major-General
Leonard Wood, who is dally trying to
educkte Congress and the powsrs that be
up to a proper appreciation ¢of our coast
defense needs. Then, maybe, an inkling
of the lack of defense may be driven into
certain heads.

There are not enough regular soldiers
on the Pacific Coast to folly man one-
half the batteries already bullt on it. In
time of war. we neasd encugh men to man
them fully twice over. The militla is
where these additional men must be ob-
talned from, as Congress will not in-
cread®s the Regular Army. What Is to
happen, then, if avallable men are pre-
vented by labor unlons from enlisting in
militls. companies and recelving the
tralning necessary to it them for thelr
duties in time of war? Labor unions are
excellent organizations when thev stick
to thelr own fleld of work, but when they
begin to Interfere with the development
of our nilitin, they strike at the very
safety and personnl welfare of the eltl-
zens of the Paclfic Coast. Most emphat-
ically let every honest-minded eitizen
say, ""Hanils Oom,"

W. JACOBS,

First Lieutenant. Coast Artillery Corps.

Flowers Under Ulirn-Violet Light.

Pittsburg Gazette

“1 have found that, In general, most
white garden flowars are bhiack, or
nearly w0, in ultra-violet light,” writes
Professor Robert Willlams Wood In the
Century. *“Next Summer | am golng to
ralse some white flowers under glass,
which will screen them from the ultra-
violet rays during thelir development,
and see iIf this makes any difference,
for It has recently been fousd thut the
color of flowers i related to the oolor
of the light which falls upon them."”

Compreaned Flour In Brick Form.

Indianspolis Nows.
method of preserving flour
heen adopted with suc-
cess In England. It is done by means
of compression. With hydraulle appar-
atus the flour I8 squeszed Iinto the
forms of bricks and the pressurs do.
=troys all forms of larval iife, thus pre-
serving the flour from the ravages of
insscts, while it g equally secure from
mold. Thres hundred pounds of com-
pressed flour occupy the same space
as 100 pounds In the ordinary state,
Chemical Proflix in City Garbage.
SALEM, Or., March 2—To the Editor.)
—The March fssue of Munsey's Magazina
(page T saya: "The Clty of Antwerp,
according to Professor Austen, once pald
35000 & year to get rid of its refus=as. It
now sells that same refuse for $300,000."
Would It not be good policy, In the Port-
land officials, to investigate this state-
ment, coming, as It does, from a reliable
source, before contracting for that $100.000
garbage plant. and the inevitable cost of
malntaining it? R. M. PHILLIPS.

A new

New Powider Bents Herzian Waves.
Baltimore Nows.

The Parls Eclalr announces that an
abesolutely stable smokeless powder has
been discovered and is now at the ser-
vice of the French Army and Navy,
Chemical agents, heat, excesslve cold.
humlidity, Tijght and Herzlan waves
have no effect upon thls powder,

OHIO A LITTLE STATE; OREGON BIG
FPresldent Elllott, of the Northern Pa-
clific, Makes Some Comparisoos.
President Howard Elllott, of tho North-
ern Pacific, In a lecture before the Harvard
students on “The Northwest and the Rall-

roada.’”” sald, In part:

There nre , more chances today In
the rallroad business than there wera
60 years ago. New England hns 66.4605
square miles and 6,456,000 people. The
population In New Engiand s 130 to
the equare mile. The aix great”states

of the Northwest™ have 025 square
mlles, nine times that of New Eng-
land. The population Is 5.335,000, or

ten to the square mile.

You can put Chio Inside the middie
of Oregon, and It won't he touched by
& raliroad. You ¢an put Ohlo and Penn-
2yivania inside Oregon and stlll have
10,000 square miles of territory left
Oregon Is walting the magnetic touch of
trun=portation. Montann can take In
all New England and New York. It
has fine barley, cats, Irrigated valleys
producing frults, Idaho 8 hardly
touched by & ratiroad. it has wonder-

ful wheat lands; the finest lead mines |

In the world. North Dakota also gan
take In all of New England, as can
Washington, which has also untold op-
portunities for development. Minnesota
has timber enough to Ilnst for 25 vears
fmnd the bast wheat lands in the world.

What is needed for the development
of tha Northwest? One thing !s ade-
quate molsture. Theres must bhe better
use of tha moisture by greater develop-
ment of iIrrigation, more thorough
farming methods to feed thoe peopla

of the United States for the next *50 |

years, more acres must be put under
the plough, and there must be greater
produoction per acre.
a better conception of tha relntlon of
capital ana labor, a wiser conception
of leglslation, rational, sober and care-
ful laws. Hereafter therse must he n
more careful expendliture by the indl-
vidual, by the state and by the Natlon.
Wastefu] expendlture must he cut out
We shall have to get dlong with less
quantity, as the older nations do. The
Northwest needs greater transporta-
tion. Above all, It needs hard work,
carried on by tratned minds

The mnajor portions of the ralirgads
throughout that part of the country
are good., poverned by .efficlent men.
The officers are trying to make them
better, to glve more adequate service,
but they are ddeluged by excossiva
legislution of the foollsh kind. This leg-
islation serves ns a heavy drag. There
are 5,008,000 words on the statute books
relating tb Interstate commerce alone

Let ua look at the amount of rall-
roaldg in the country New York han
17 miles, Ohlo 22, Massnchustts 26, per

100 sguare milles, In New England |
there ara 830 people to a mile of rall- |
road, while in Minnesota there are 2436,

In North Dakota 118, In Montana $1,
in Idaho 152, in Washington 287
France has spant $126.000 per mile Lo
ald its transportation system; Germany,
$107.000 per mlle; ,!.u::'lrani-Hu_n,..:.lr\.'.
2190000 per ml'e; the United States,
$69,000 per mile. Pussenger rates in
Europe ara lower than they are In
this country, though it must be admit-
ted that the first-clnss rates are higher,
and the service nol so good. In Eng-
land the rate s about 50 per cént more
American rallroads have done an
enormous amount of work and it has

been only since the Civil War that
practically the present American rali-
romd syatem has been produced. There
are 1,600,000 employes, 1,000,000 owners
of stocks and bonda; in all, 12,000,000
people are Interested directly or indls
rectly in the transportation busineas

This gives some idea of the magnitude
of the rallroad work.

Mistakes have heen
have been made in other walks of life.
and In splte of the great work dona
there are not enough transportation
facllities, both in passenger and frelght
traffic, to supply the demand. There
should be & wider margin In time of
stress so that all branches of the busi-
ness ecould go on without interruption
Te get the bhest out of the Taliroads
vou must use as much traffic over the
lines as they will bear.

mode as they

AN EBEARLY SPRING FORECASTED.
suggestion Comes From the Fact That
Eanter Isn Early, March 27.
Exchunge
A tather interesting traln of thowught is
suggested by the fact that Easter will
come  unusually early this year (Mnrch
7). which, ta the minds of some people,

predicis an sarly Spring

The earliest date upon which Baster
may fali Is March 22, but in a period of
over 20 years the conditions brought it
ppon that day but onece, in 1818, The
dates have bean calogulated from 1786 (o
2013, bhoth Inclusive, being 12 cycles of tha
moon. Only four times In that extended
period hes Eastgr come as early as March
2. It may come as lato as April 35, as it
dld in 1858 butr it will not again atrike
that iate date ontil 1943, In 1781 it oo-
curred upon April 24, _but it will be the
year of grace Xi1 before It ls again as
inte. The next early BEaster will be 1913,
when It will fall upon March 25

Whether the prompt waxing of the
moon after the sun ba=s crossed the ver-
nal eguinox bas any bearing upon Bpring
weather Is problematical, but there are
those who belleve weather conditions are
more or less dependent upon lunar phaseg
and shape thelr season’s predictions ae-
cordingly. And they may be egually re-
llable with the groundhog's hadow and
tha breastbone of the goose,

Thoe day for Easter is the result of an

astranomical calowlation. It falls upon
the first Sunday following the first full
moon after the vernal equinox, The sun

crosnes the Spring equinoctial line an
Mareh 21. If that day should be & Satur-
dny and the moon réach the rull that
night, the next day, March 22, would be
Faster. This concurranca of avants, as
stntod, has been recorded but opnce in a
caleunlated period covering beyond 200
YOATH

Inereasing Dronkenness in Maline.
Lowell Courler-Citizen,

Maine for & jong time has had state
wide prohibition, but many of her peo-
ple get Intoxicated and arrested there-
for just the same. Arrests for drunk-

enness ara In fact Increasging much
faster than the populstion. In thirteen
years ending In 1908 they Incremnsed 45

per cant, while from 1200 to 1208 the
growth of population was only 14 per
cent, Arrests for intoxication are not
an Infaliibls criterion of the significant.
For ex iple. when records show that
inh twenty-five clitles and towns in
Maine there were 8800 such arrests in
19068 and 2627 In 1908 It s clesr that
the down-easters are drinking more
rum of i worse character or that the
police are more vigilant In
them to the lockup, or both. At any
rate the figures are not creditahle to
prohibition or the way it is enforced
in the state. They cartainly would not
ba no bad under a decent llcense sys-
tam.

Radium Changes Primrose Color.
Philadelphia Dlspatch.

Flants may be made to order, accord-
ing to Professpr C. Stuart Gager., who
for two yYears' has been cxperimenting
with redium at the University of Mis-
sourl. An entirely new species of prim-
rose has been originated by the use of
the radium. snd It has held true to
the new form through three ganepa-
tions of ghe plant. Tha color of the
flower was changed and the leaves
changed from broad to narrow.

Wounuld Be 3More Popular.
Washington Times,

1f the ladies' tallors will make It the |

fashion for & woman 19 wear dresses
ehe can put on wilthout the help of her
husband, the cook and a monkaywrench,
they will be popular with the fellows
who pay the billa,
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It Came From Tribe of Sonth American
Indians, Sayx ¥injor Sears® Diata.

PORTLAND, March
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London Chronicle

“smokers” pavillon®™
Is somewhat of a novelty in
dominions. A recent

irlte, the famous Waestern
gold fields, mada and
discovery. It
.qu'.}- vears of the gold fleid
diggers dwelling In
never burdened themselves with Sundsy
and consequently never
aboul going to church.
to attract this class, tha minister of tha
Congregational

great historinn
Indinn

route beg at

fishing

attuched to

them.

Prescott and I are collabor-

on n historical atlas which
Prescott is the cartographer,
which the manuseript now In
Boston seeking a puhlishes The object
work Is to ill rate evoiu-
American oo t line maps

In chronalogle order thn
making the discoveriea, until
nppears the complete oautline of
Continents. The story of

vovagese s told on th paga
map of the voyage, making thus
=y m of mn onler for the
Captain Prescott s grand

Proescott.
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namo
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Ausiralin Tries a8 Church Smoker.

the

visitor to
Alus-
procinime
soems that

the

theare were

whno

hoth-
Anxlous

Church fitted an
alr Inclosura In which the men
iisten to the services In free and
fashion without being ambar-

with the formalities indoor

A large archway was opened

the side of the churech facing

Inclosure, and tha pulpit was so

that the preacher he

by both congregations, The

wns successful, and the “"smokers’

* (the occupants of opon

Inciosure exercised the privilezs

of emoking during the sermon) became

a popular Sunday resort.
Agriculturist In Georgin.

Washington, . C, Cor

A. L. Levy, pastor large

in Chicago has purchased

36,000 Acres Of farm Iand Pinrce

Ga,, to ba used In Jawish

agricultnral movement The'plan 1s to

Jewszs who are dissatisfled with

conditions In the larger cltles and to

& wheolesome ngricultural }ife

IN THE MAGAZINE
SECTION OF THE

SUNDAY
OREGONIAN

Willamette
have romantie
with early days.

taking |

DETECTIVE CONNOR

AND THE GOLDEN RULE

Story of another sort in which

erime does not figure, except- as
incidental to a manly aet.

LIMES DURING SLEEP

health,

OLD-TIME STEAMERS

together

Fopular thesis on one phass of
the publie
side remarks on distorted modern
ideas, by May Kelly.

with

IN OREGON WATERS

River

UNCLE SAM'S ARMY
OF DESERT DESERTERS
Picturesque *
the great reclamation service who
are hiving the frontier Iife.
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ABUSE THE TRUSTS

The Japanese schoolboy breaks
mmto Cannon’s preserves and re-
ceives the Lickout.
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