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“THE THIEVES OF THE WEST.™

It is perfectly clear that people of
the Eastern States, who gee us using
natural resources, even as they or
thelr ancestors have ased them, think
us *“"thheves." Chler apostle of thi=
notionn is Gliford Pinchot—a mera
theorist, » man who knows nothing
about canditions of life and growth In,
a new ocountry, where ploneer work
must be done; but talks of old coun-
tries, and of Germany in particular—
the most absolnte of old monarchies
—as examyples for our country. Ger-
meny must be our model for conser-
vation.

This is the fallacy of *“a
ergument,” when applied
ment and to conditions In one coun-
try and another. It is a mistake to
suppose that what is good for Gore-
many, and what Gormoany sppPproves,
could e good for us—situated and
conditioned as we are, It “X-
hausts patlence to. find, in our
day and time, such misconception
of conditions, such sophistry in treat-
ment of the details of public affalrs
Bach snd every great nation must
have its own polley, in internal af-
fairs, conditioned upon ts natlonzl
life. All the main follles of modern
Bovernmemt In our stiates arise from
the rigor of this o priorlt argument,
Germany has a gystem sulted to her-
self. We must follow it!

In' Oregon awe are advised
"Switzerland and New Zealand for our
models. It Is the greatest absurdity
in the warld, COur country has Its
own polley, based on Its history, its
character, its development; and must
pursue It. Most of the disturbances,
most of the evils, thit arise in modern
government and soclety spring from
the effort to foree application of the
A priorl argument.

Tha fallacy pursues ways more sub-
tla than the positive exampie. BEven
the speculatians of Roussean and the
reveries of Conddrcoet, the vagarious
ideas of Karl Marx and the notlons of
Henry Geoorge, have been deemed by
large numbers, now and again, as a
sufficient gospel. In every age thers
is & great lot of beople who take to
hobbies and ride them; who expéct to
Introduce some wvagrant idea, bor-
rowed from somewhere or nowhere,
as the governing Ildes of thelr own
country. A class of this sort of peo-
ple is very active now. “Clonserva-
tion™ s thelr theme; and they hold
that those who would use the re-
sources of the country for the develop-
ment of states, as always heretofore,
ure spollers and thleves,

But the spoflers and thieves are
those who met up and establish an
immense official »_:_ui\_-m. which checks

priord
o govern=-

to

tike

and hinders the development of the
country, and devours, meantime, in
enlnries and expenses, sums tenfold

greater than all the value they con-
serve. The system burns the candle
at both ends; it stops the development
of the country and lays heavy charges
for its own expenses upon the public
treasury.

It is a result that alwavs will fol-
low theoreticnl notions carried by In-

novators into the administration of
public affairs, Here in the remote
West we are politlecally weak: and,
therefore, we shull be compelled to
mbmit to the taunt that wWe are

‘"thiaves," because we object to change
of the historic pollcy that has made
the older states great. RBut, untll we
are deprived also of the right of frea
speech and free press, we shall stil]
have a word to say. Wa have among
us here a few shallow politicians and
Journali=te, who know nothlng“ aof the
West, and who, therefore, approve
the policy of strangulation. But they
ara contemptible. There are Judases
everywhere, The one thing in the
course of George Chamberlain, Sen-
Rtor from Oregon, thot meots highest
&nd practically universal approval, is
hls stand for his state and for the
whole West on this guestion,

STEAM SUPFPLANTS SAIL.
Announcemsnt Is made of the estab-
lishment of a regular line of steam-
ships betweean

Antwerp and other
Buropean ports nand Portland, the
service to begin with sallings every

gix weeks, There are two foatures of
apecial interest In connection with this
announcemsnt. : One ig the fact that
Columbia River terrMlory is thus
drawn much nearer than ever befors
to the markets of the Old World;
stenmsahlp service facilltates tradse to
the advantage of both buyer and
seller. The other feature of specinl
interest ls the substitution of steam
for sail on one of the fow remaining
trade routes of the world where up to
tne present time the saillng wvessel
hes succeeded in holding its own.
For many years after the tramp
wcenmer had driven the sailing vesss]
Zrom the North Atlantic and from the
Far Eastern trade, the grain trade of
the Paclfic Northwest and the nitrate
traddle of the woest coast of South
America continued to bs the specinl
preserve of the salling ship. Steam-
ers have been breaking into the
nitrute trade for the past five or six
years, but It 1s only quite recently that
they have made thelr presence felt In
the North Paecific. Regular llnes al-
ready ply out of Puget Sound ports
and San Francicso to Buropean ports,
and the establishment of a Tegular
line between Portland and these
porta will put Columbla River terri-
tory on even terms with other ports.
We have already had an opportu-
nity of judging of the wvalue of this
rapld communication with the Old
World ports . by the service of the
American-Hawaiian steamship line.
Huropean freight sent to Portland by

'wny of the Tehuantepec route now
reaches Portland In less than one-half
the time formerly consumed, but the
neceasity of trans-shipment at the
Isthmus tms tended to hamper ship-
ment of Oregon products to Europe,
The new line will remedy this disad-
vantage and will undoubtedly shorten
the time and redyee the co=t of serv-
ice to such an exfent that In a short
time the =slow-moving sailler will be
entirely displaced.

“NOTHING DOING.™

Newspaper controversles are profit-
lese, The Oregonian has no desire to
enter a cohtroversy with any naws-
paper. It studiously avolds avery-
thing of the kind. It now quotes thia
from an Oregon journal, not from any
desire af controversy with 1t, but t>
open a wnay to muke plain A matier of
sublie interest:

The Inmistence that the Pinchot conser-
vatlon policy is destructive of development
s helied by the unparalieled conditions of
growth and enterprises in Oregon. where the
exact apirit of the conservation policy was
made statute law by the last Oregon Lag-
nlnture The whole opposition to con-
servation I hased eslither on Ignorance of
what real conservation moans or on wilful
minrepresontation of the facts by thoss who
know better but Incorrectly state the case
for private reasons.

There I8 steady development {n Ore-
Ecn, but not under the water power
nrt passed by the Leglslature of Ore-
gon, at the last session. TFhat act
provided that all water, hitherto un-
approprinted for pPOWor purposes,
#hould be subject to certaln close
regulations, and pay fees to the state.
Sven If the stream wera on one's own

land, the owner could not use it for
power purposes without compliance
with burdensome conditions Imposed

by this law.

But this law does not affect nor
can it apply to power water rights or
use of them. There Is actlvity under
these, but nothilng doing on the water
powers affected by the new act. Nor
llkely to be.

HAVE WE A CIVILIZATION?

The Bpringfield Republican seems
to be a little out of patlence with the
habit of saying that everything which
happens In this country, If it 1is
wlcked, Is a “blot on American civili-
zatlon.” In ita distaste for the (1i-
conditioned phrase, the Republican
rafses the gquestion whether there is
any such thing as American civiliza-
tion, and, after a discussion more or
less adequate, answers it In the nega-
tive. Thers are many local civiliea-
tlons, it thinks, but nmo Natlonal one.
The too-numerous murders which all
Europe holds up its hands In horror
at and unanimously declares are a
“blot on our clivilization’” are, accord-
ing to the Republican, “the direct re-
#ult of the abnormal social and racial
conditions In the South.” Thia con-
clusion Is so c¢omforting to our Na-
tional pride that we wish 1t had some
Justification jn fact. The sad truth is,
however, that while murders are more
numerous In the black belt than else-
where, similar orimea exceed the
number which decent sentiment
ought to tolarate In moat of
thoe Atlantic States and through-
out the West. The negro s not
& factor In the affalrs of Oregon,
but wi have many more murders here
in proportion to the population than
any of the progressive Buropean na-
tions. The evil of rockless disregard
for human life s a National one, and
any explanation of It which bexins by
denying the facts Is worse than none
at all.

S0 far ae the prevalence of murder
goes, the Republican i certainly not
Justified in saying that “America, far
from having one civilization, has
many.” The plain truth Is that we
have a pretty uniform eclvillzation
throughout the country in that partic-
nlar, but not a very high one. Pass-
ing to the subject of divorce, which Is
another of the "blots,” the Republican
finds that it Is merely a local trouble,
after all. The Southern States have
very few divorces and SBouth Carolina
none. Hence we have no truly Na-
tional evil of that kind to deal with.
Our contemporary finds the reason for
the Southerner's dislike of divorce in
the reaction of the white taste against
negTo loosencas. Perhaps this plays a
part in the matter, but we fancy,
when the subject comes to be anal-
yzed searchingly, it will be found that
the South haa fewer divorces than the
North simply because the economic

rensons which eause them here have
not yet begun to act very strongly
there. Southern women are still in

cconomic dependence upon thelr men.
The desire for self-support and the
abllity to carry it out are compara-
tively rare among them, and in conse-
quence they submit to outrages from
thelir husbands which would drive a
Northern woman to the divorce court,
Divorces incremse in number every-
where in proportion as women become
Individualized by earping their own
living, by taking part in publie af-
falra, or by any other Independent ac-
tivity. Henoe it cannot be said that
Southern clvilization {as essentially
different from the Northern and West-
ern in this respect., but only that it
has as yet felt the modern Impulse
less keenly., Such difference ns exists
Is evanescant,

What the Springfield Republican
wants is to locallze our various mis-
chiefs and hold each section responsi-
ble for its own sins. Thus it tries,
without much success, to shoulder
the evil of murder off upon the South
and divorcre unpon the West. Just
where It would locate municlpal mis-
government 1t does not specify, though
that Is by fur the most Interesting of
all our peychological disorders. But
the question whether the wvarious ilis
which affiict us can be locallzed or not
Is really trivial. Even If each one
could be strictly set off by itself and
assigned to a single state or county, it
would still ba a ‘“blot on the clviliza-
tion™ of the whole country. The di-
vorse parts of this country are so
closely united by commerce, National
feeling and a common ianguage that
they are much llke the members of
the human body. Nobody would think
of calling a man healthy who had an
incurable ulcer on his leg, even if his
face appeared ruddy and his arm was
strong. There Ia something wrong
with his system or the ulcer would
heal. So It is with our murders and
divorces. Grant that most of the kill-
ings are In the South and most of the
divorces In the West, and what fol-
lows? 8Simply that the inner polson
of the body politic works out wher-
ever conditions permit, taking one
Torm here and another theére.

The affect which our various “blots"
produce on the minds of observers in
other parts of the worid Is pretty well
summed up In the phrase, which is
becoming common, that America s a
misgoverned country. The reproach
is often made more polgnant by add-

| tng the remark that the United States

is the only badly misgoverned democ-
racy Iin the worid. France has 2 pop-
ular government, more democratic
than ocurs In some respects, but life
and property are safer there than
here, while domestic morals are not
80 badly threatened by divorce. Eng-
land I also a democ¢ratic country, but
It lhas escaped some of our worst
trounbles. It is not afficted with the
murder mania, nor with an excessive
number of-divbrces, nor with munici-
Pul corruption. Many other oritics
would answer the question, 'Is there
an American eivilization 7" In the neg-
atlve, as ths Republican does, but in a
different genre. The Republican thinks
we have many local civilizations, they
think we Lave none at all.

BELFING THE BOYS. -

It 15 impossible to praise too highly
the miotives of the men who have
pledged themseelves to sact as ‘“‘big
brothers” to the dellnguent lads of
the city and help them t6 lend worthy
lives. The bestowal of peraonal serv-
fee 1= the mast Christlan specles of
help and the only kind that Is of muach
avall In the formation of character.
Next to abating the nead for help to

delinquent boy= by lessening their
number, this enterprise Is the most
humanely beautiful that could be
imagined.

Perhape the notion that more boys
botween the ages of 10 and 20 vears
B0 aslray than s absolutely necesaary
is but an idle dream. Most aspira-
tions for genuine Improvement in
things scem to be more or less dreamy
when they are eritleally examined: but
we have a suspiclon that there Is some
connection between the curriculum of
the public schoonis and the fact, as
stated by Judge Bronaugh, that “thera
are 400 Dboys under parole In this
clty.” Between an antiquated and un-
practical course of study In the schools
and bad boys on the streets, there may
possibhly exist a relation of cause and
aeffect,

Supposa the public
doing for the little boys who attend
them what the Y. M. C. A. does for
the blg boys who frequent its courses?
The old mexim that an idle brain Is
the devil's avorkshop states a partial
truth, as most maxims do, but not a
whole one. The devil works with an
idle hand quite as willingly as with
an idle brain. The fallure of the
schools te hold the Interest of the
boys Is acknowledged by everybody
who has studied Into the matter, and
the reason for It is also perfectly well
known. It Is because they deal with
abstractlons Instead of realities. They
seek to educate directly through the
braln, while it Is as certsln as any-
thing can be that to educate a boy
you must reach hia braln through his
hoand. If tha publi¢ schools should
begin tomorrow to teach real things
to the boys, what would be the effect
upon the number who need to be
haled into court and paroled? Would
not the schoolteacher make a better
blg brother, or sister, &l1 things con-
sidered, for these bovs than even the
most kindly amateur?

TOLL OF THE STORM.

Not since Lhe coming of the rall-
roads have the elements played such
havoc with the transportation lines of
the Pacific Northwest as during the
preselt storm. For loks of life oad
desvruction of property a new record
has been establlshed, and it will ne
weeks before the extent of the disaz-

schools were

ter can be fully determined. Tt Is for-
tunate, indeed, that only once in a
géneration, or longer, do these wiid

orgies of the elements levy heavy toll
on life and property, for there is no

precaution that will prevent them
leaving such a swake of destruction
behind them. The most distressing

pRaRTt of thie widespread storm 18, of
course, the heavy loss of life. Rall-
road grades can be rebullt and buried
towns will emerge from the ava-
lanches which overwhelmed them, but
the loss of life !s irreparable.

Flood damage, unlike fire, Is never
cavered by Insurance, and is absolute
and complete. Nominally it 1s borne
by the rallroad companles that are
called on to repalr it, but In the end It
becomes A fixed charge asgrinst the in-
dustries of the people who support the

rallrond. Tn the present storm all of
the rallroads scem to have suffered
to a greater or less degree, but the

phyuleal damage intlicted on the Mil-
waukee road has been the most severs
encountered by any of the lines, nl-
thongh the Great Northern loss is alsg
very heéavy. The Milwaukee, being a
new line, awwas Jll prapared for such un-
usual conditions and was placed out of
commizsion long before the older and
more thoroughly seasoned lines began
to suffer seriously.

Thiit the storm was unexpected and
of unusual severity s plainly shown
by the fact that in the iwenty years
doring which the Great Northern has
been crossing the Cascades there have
never before been any slgns of dan-
Eer near the scene of the present trag-
edy. All of the precauntions which
man can take against the foreces of
Nature will not prevent occasional
disasters, but it Is notlceabla fn the
present trouble that the lines which
suffered the least awere those which
followed the Columbla River down
through the gorge at the Cascadoes.

ALL COMPETITNON ELIMINATED.

In the language of James J. Hill,
in the current number of The World's
Work, “The principles of rate-mak-
Ing lald down in the Interstate Com-
merce law and the declsions rendered

under it absolutely prohibit compe-
tition.*™ The great rallroader dls-
cusses al length this big problem,

which has cost the railroads millions
for attornevs’ fees and court expenses,
He states emphatically: *“The asser-
tion by the state of control of the rate-
making power, in the slightest degroee,
at once logically destroyvs the possibil-
ity of competition, for unlversal com-
petition can exist only where prices
are pbsolutely free to go up and down
without regulation or limit. until the
competing concerns and the publio
that they serve meet an the level of
the cheapest service that is consistent
with & reasonable profit, or untll same
competitors are forced to the wall™

In his defense of ths consolidation
movement, Mr. Hill cites the fact that
In the twenty-five years covering the
period in which weak voads were be-
ing absorbed by the strong, the aver-
age recelpls per passenger per mile
dropped from 2.42 cents, In, 1883, to
2.01 cents in 1906, and ths AvVerage
fraight rate per ton per mile dropped
nearly 40 per cent from $1.22 to 75
cents. DMr. Hill contends that the dis-
solution of the Northern Securities
Company has resulted In & loss to the
public of advantages which the
simpler plan of operaling the consali-
dated properties would have afforded,
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while the only differsnce it has ‘made
with the owners has bean “merely the
Inconvenlence of holding two cer-
tificates of stock of different colors In-
stead of one and of keeping track of
two different sets of securitles.”

While Mr. Hill finds fault with the
restraint placed on the rallroads by
the present laws, he is emphatic in
urging correction of the avll of over-
capitalization, terming It the simplest,
mbst effective regulation to be ap-
plled to modern business. The article
throughout guite naturally leans to
the side of the rallroads, but It Is
filled with wisdom, and Its eriticism of
the results that have followed the ef-
forts of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission s “to a considerable extent
Jusatified,

The Senate has passed the bill au-
thorizing an Issue of $30,000,000
worth of certificates of Indebtedness
to complete existing Irrigation proj-
ects. This Ils A measure that will not
only hasten the date when thousands
of settlers along the uncompleted
projects can begin getting their land
Into productive shaps, but it will also
enabls the Government to realize on
its investment, avhich will remain
worthless until the lands are provided
with water. Very few projects for
which the Governmenlt appropriates
money will make as large returns on
thé Investment as will be secured from
the various {rrigation projects which
can be completed in & very short time,
if there is no further delay in securing
the necessary funds, Aside from the
finanecial part of the deasl, the Gav-
ernment is under moral obligations to
many settléers who have bought land
In the irrigation districts with the un-
derstanding that there would be no
unnecessary delay In securing the
needed water.

Opposition to assembly is slmply
opposition to party organization,
That, and nothing more: that, and
nothing less. But how can rational
men expect to do anything in direc-
tion of public affalrs without combi-
nation and action through party? Has
any other way ever been discovered?

Note the closenesa of party division
in Engignd now. Likewissa In Ger-
many and France—where, however,

the conditions are such that action

throngh parties is within limits less
distinctly deflned. Wherse there |s
fres debate, and opinion controls,

men must act In partles, If they expect
10 accomplish anything. Assembly,
debate, conference, consideration as to
candidates for presentation for elec-
tion, are necessary to party organiza-
tion and party action. Are men to act
a-separate and disconnected part, and
accomplish nothing. or to unita to-
gether on principles on which they

are agreed, for accomplishment of
their objects?

The possibilities of “wireless'" ara
great. Thus far, the principal use of
the new agency for spreading news
has been the summoning of ald to
sinking ships, but something under

the head of new business Is reported
In A Newport (Or.) dlspateh in The
Oregonian yesterday. The cook on
the steamer Alllance fell down the
hatchway and was severely injured
while the vessel was fifteen miles off
shore, ansd, there being no phys=lcian
aboard, A wireleas messago was flashed
to Yaquina asking 4 physician at that
port to prescribe for the injured man.

Whatever may be the merlis of the
dispute between Secretary Wilson and
ex-Forester Plnchot as to the fogmer’s
sanction of the famous Dolliver let-
ter, It is clear that Wilson never saw
it until after it had been read Iin the
Senate. Why did net Pinchot sub-
mit the letter to Wilson for approval?
Becnuss he wanted to thke no chances
of his dlsapproval and he expacted
to claim afterward that Wilson told
him to go ahead, There Is no other

Interpretation of Pinchot's course to
be made. It is dishonest and con-
temptible.

“We look,” says the Independent
(New York) ‘“to sec a ¥ery large share

of town taxation pald by utillzation
of town power. That 1s, by utiliza-
tion of power of streams flowing

through towns or near them. But we
look for nothing of the kind. The
multitude of officials and expenses of
administration, under management
professadly for ‘“the people,” will
leave the people In debt, every time.
It can’'t be managed under our politi-
cal and electoral system.

Wouldn't all raliroad trains, better
quit the route over the Cascade Moun-
taine, to and from Puget Sound, and
use the Columbln River route? 1t 1s
evident that the North Bank Road
was and Is a4 necessity and was not
bullt too spomn.

The assembly doea not *“fight the
direct primary." The direct primary
is the law for all parties and for all
the people. The assembly's function
will #glmply be to submit the names of
candidates for consideration at the
direct primary.

A’ Seaftle-Portlnnd traln was lost
temporarily from sight yesterday,
somewhere on Cowlltz River. For
some of the passengers It might have
been a pleasant resort from first-of-
the-month blll collectors. .

Thers need be no fear of Japan, If
our false conservationists should have
thelr way, because the” Japs would
find on the Pacific Coast only a wil-
derness,

Is it fair for Pinchot men to declare
theéemselves the only foes of land
fraud and to condemn persons who
oppose their schemes as frlends of
frand?

The plumber works the hold-up by
day and the “gun man”™ by night, but
the efféct on the victim Is much the
same in cither case.

According to Mr. Plncno:;‘ idea, as
revealed in his testimony, there Is
only one Yconservation" and Pinchot
Is its prophet,

These svarm chinook storms are
pretty hard ailso on the dealers who
sell higher-cost-of-living fuel.

The last Winter month is February,
by the calendar, but some persons ex-
pect too much all at once.

When plumbers fall out, honest men
may get their dues.

And the equinoctial storms are still
in store.

THE EAST AGAINST THE WEST.

All Arc Thieves and Linrs but Piachot
- and Glavis.
Teooma Tribunes.

Tha Balllnger-Pinchot controversy
has been attracting wide attention all
over the country for months, yet there
may be many peopls who have only a
very hazy (den of what it 15 all about
They know, in a general® way, - that
the peopls of the West support Bal-
linger, and the theorists of New Eng-
iand and the great “Interests” support
Pinchot; but beecause of the very ax-
tenslve press bureau maintained by
the Pinchot administration, which is
&till turning out tons of llterature, at
the publle expense, and at the behent
of Pinehot, the publle s kept con-
fused as to the real issues,

Perhapse the Cunningham coal casa
will merve, as weall as any, to show the
lineup. Cunningham and some other
pro#paectors found coal In the Copper
River country. It Inoked promising
and Cunningham [ndueced . J. Smith,
perhiaps one of the best known coal men
of the Northwest. and H. €. Henry, n
prominent banker and contractor, to
grubstnke him to make further prospects,
The field locked better. To earry on the
work, they took In Miles C. Moore, of
Walla Wnalla. and severnl other live men
who had money and were willing to risk
It for the devolopment of the mines.

About this time overtures were
made to the Guggenheins, who ware
proposing te build a rallroad up into
the country, to sell tham the find at
A handsome profit; but, after taking
an option, the Guggenhelms =allowed it
to lapse, subsequent events indicating

that they expected an ecasier way of
Eetting ocontrol,

Pinchot, hearing the prospect was
worth something, sent ¥ his men to
socure ovidence, or make it, to pre-
vent thase prospeactors from getting

the coal, In order that after they weres
driven off the find might be mads by
those In the favor of Plnchot, Aot Know-

ing that Smith and Moore and Henry
#tood for anything more than any com-
mon tenderfoot that would be easily

bluffed when the “Government” got after
them.

When they saw the fight was on the
locwl men “got together” with other
strong men in the Northwest to pre-
pare for the ocoming fight Senntor
Borah, Carter, Congressman Mondell
and other leaders of the Northwast
tonk m hand, and the tissucs of les
and accusntions by which the “Govern-
ment” had beon accustomed to drive out
Western prospectors and thelr backars
is lald bare, But Pinchot, with his hoad
up and eyes flashing, boldly defies them
ull and declares they are mll thieves and
liars and he ls the only good and true,

MOST INSOLENT CITY ON THE GLOBE

¥. Hopkinson Smith’s Harsh Critlelsm
of Greater New York.
New York Times,
F. Hopkinson Smith, artist, author, and
engineer, told the 70 members of the
New York Southern Bociety gatliered at

the annual "Dixie dinner” at the Holel
Astor last night that New York ia ““the
moet Insolent eity on the face of the
globe.*"

Mr, Smith was introduced by William
G. McAdon, president of the soolety and
tonstmaster, and his hot Southorn blood
seemed In the ascendant when he ross to
speak.

“All here tonight have a feeling
exile,” sald he. “‘Peopie are kind to us
hers, but 1t ls because they want onr
brains to lead ttem on to suceess. It is
hardly 26 years #nce the Southerner
wWas connldered ns lazy and quixotie. He
had a reputation for not payving his debis
—siome of which ought not to have been
pald.

of

When, however, the old typa of
Southern gentleman passes awny who will
teach the present generation manhood?

We lve In the most insolent oty on the
faoe of the globe. That is n hard stale-
ment to make, but it ls true. Hardly a
streetear conductor or a polleeman glves
one & olvil answer. Thousands are cour-
tepus here, but it isn't in thelr blood as
It Iz In ours. My futher took off his hat
to the man s met 9n the street, not from
courtesny's egake, but because he was a
man and a gentleman, Lot us Keep allve
our old traditions, for we are the ousto-
dians of the records.

“People are too busy here. Materiallsm
i» rampant. If we mee¢t & man on the
street can we stop to take our hat off 10
him? Not at all. When he want= to sea
us ho makes an appointment at his ofice
with a stenographer on one side, a type-
writer on the other, and a messenger boy
walting ontside. When all s over in
life, what Is accomplished? What's be-
come of the cheerful chal over the old
Madelra, the warm bhandclasps and the
real friendships? What's it all gone for?
1 tell sou, the accumulation of monoey
and a large-sized bank waccount. lL.ot's
BEcet bnok to our traditions, Ist's be
courteépus 0 women, true to our friends—
in 2 word, the Southern blood.'

Mr. Bmith's remgrks wero rocelved with
enthusiasm by en and women whose
homes ware formerly in the South.

Unes of Poetry.
From an Old Scraphook.

A girl sald to me a few days ago of
a& friend of hers, “I never in my life
knew anybody who had such a flow of
language nE she has. She s neyer
at a - loss for a word of comparisdn, or
an approprinte quotation. How In the
world does she do IL?" Well, T askod
her. and this 18 what the good talker
sald:

“When 1 waz a very lttle girl my
great dellght was to read and study
poetry. I learmed poems by heart to
reclte at school, t0 say to my mother
and my brothers. ] have always kept
up that hablit, and every day as I am
drissing, I have an open hook on my
bureau and learn something by heart,
even If it is only four linea. I have
never given drawlng-room racitations.
for I know 1 should simply bore peo-
ple. but I have gained a great deal of
pleasure myself from the hablt, and I
believe It ‘haz done more to glve me
a good command of words than any-
thing elwe.”

An Obstucle to Succens.
Log Angeles Times,

Senator Elkins, deploring at a din-
ner in Washington the dishonest meth-
pdg of one type of buxiness man, =sald
with a smile:

"It all brings back to me a dialogue
I once heprd in a Southern school.

“'Children, said the teacher, 'be dili-
gent and steadfast, and you wlll suc-
ceed, Take the case of Gebrge Wash-
Ington, whose blrthday we are soon to
celebrate. Do you remember me telllng
you of the grent difficulty Gaorge
Washington had Lo contend against?

*‘Yes, ma'am,” sald a little boy. ‘Hé
couldn’t tell a Hle.'™

All the Comforts of Home.
Chioago Record-Hernld.

Charles Frohman .announces that he is
to hate & (theater on the steamship
Mauretania. It will soon be possible
whila at == to do about evervthing one
does at home excapt shovel smow from
the sidewalks In the Winter and mow the
lawn In tha SBummer.

Overdoing the Historieal Pictuare.

new York Evening Post.

Of course, there will b2 a “national
welcome™ to Roosevelt next June, but
fen't it a littie oruel to ask President
Taft to join in it? If we remembar,
Louls XVIII was not requested to go
to melit the other man irom Elbs.

-

‘of hlg term more than

A WORKING, NOT TALKING CABINET |

President Talt's A:l'rTsl!ﬂ Sawing Wood

Steadily All the Time.

Washington Letter to Boston
tiser,

Now one hears knocking that Presi-
dent Taft's Cabinet = unsatisfactory
nud that It fs not the equnl In ahility
of those that have gone beforn it—at
all events Eseming to lack conspleuous
achievemaont and timher. This is com-
ment read from outslde, and seems
curfous to Washington, which has heen

Adver-

thinking that the Cabinet las been do-

ing tinely. Feople- seem to be very
impatient. The oritics appesr to want -
things accomplished In one year that

It has taken others four and sven saven |

yYears to do. President Taft is himse?
oxpected to nccomplish In the first vesr
his predecessor

in the seven years of his two terms
Knox ls thought not to be ns great as
Root, MacVeagh as Cortelf®u, and so
on,

But this Is a working Cabinet. Not
for some tinfh have the meémbers been
such re=sponsible heads ns these of to.
day., They aroc not mere clarks. Cab-
Inet meetings mean something, They
last for severnl hours Instaad of loss
than an hour. Not for & long time has
the Biate Department had such vex-
Ing questions hafore It, and L is ac-
complighing wonders between the na-

tions and ouraslves. 'The Central Ame
fcan situation has- to be tondoeriy
handled, and the China guestion is n
large one. Things cannot ' be done In
& moment In diplomacy. Mr. Knox
hag not been ahle to go nabhout the
country making speeches. He har been
too busy and ls Interested In his work

Becratary MacVeagh Is introducing
buslnesy methods In the Trepsury and
has made ®xome good addresses The
application of the tarlff hms ta  be
closely studied. Never bafore has the
office of Attorney-General heen so busy
as today, and Influential In legisiation,
but here, too, some Jerities would not
wall for results. The War Department
18 now =0 well established (n all 118 poll-
cles and working #o0 samoothly and car-
tain of the governmentn to the south of
us bhehaving %0 well that sensations
cannot be selzed out of that depart-
ment, and the able Dlckinson, who has
hoen journeying about familarizing
himself with his wvast dutles, Is put
down as *“‘colorless.”

Hitohecook, as Postmaster-Genaral, is
giving close attention to the Immensae
bukinaass proposition his department s
and some politics, But he never dld
own & megaphono, and so therefors In
the opinlon of some outsiders, he must
be a fallure. Ballinger is proving him-
selt a most efficlent working Secretary
of the Interlor, and Nagel Is also am-

bitlous o make his Department of
Cammerce and Labor suaccesaful In a
business way, and Meyer s hard at
work over his probiems to make tho
Navy really efficaciouns

Perhapa wfter & while the members
of the Cabinet will have tlme to go
about the country hecomlng “consplcu-
ous" by making speeches, but mean-

time they are serving their country by
staylng In Washington dolng real snd
great service. Thelr deeds when ronnd-
ed out will speak for them. Meantime

it may be belleved they will willingly
worry along under thte accusation of
being fallures hecause they -do not
fpring a sensalion every day In the
Y eur,
Secreinry Ballinger.
Philadelphia Ledger.
The Becretary of the Intorlor 1a be-
having very strangely for one who Is

supposed to be an “onemy of conserva-

tion.™ His withdrawls of !land from
spitlement are even more frequent and
quite as exteasive, In the aggregate,

as those made

by his predecessor. The

difference appears to be that wunder
the former administration these with-
drawals were made In mass and with-
out discrimination, wheresas the law
authorizes such action only In regard
to certain kinds of Iand and for spe-.
cial reasons This applies especially
to minaral Iands. The Secretary has

neked ror additional leglsiantion to regu-
late the great mining privileges, and
pending thls has temporarily withheld
from entry many large tracks in

Alan-
ka. The specin]l advocates of consarva-
tion ought to joln in perfacting and |

passing the legis lon requlred Instead
of exhausting thelr energles In abusoe
of Mr, Balllnger,

Sentence Sermonn.

Henry ¥. Cope, In Chicago Tribune.

Salnts seldom suffer from & sense of
superiority.

Unity of alm is more than Identity of
appearance.

You can never pray for another with

your lps alone.

A good man Is never blind to ths good
In other men.
The best pride of ancestry Ils to he n

light to posterity.

Falth does more than defend old fuots:
It muakes new ones.

EHe can never know men who wil not
stop to know children,

Some men come near proving the devil
when they argue on thelr god.

Anxiety trles' to see the mountains in
the way and trips us up over a pebble.

He who sets his sally 1o the winds of
applnuse steera with his back to the
future.

A present annoyance will try out salnt-
hood much better than o prospective
martyrdon.

Sultable Honor.
Birmingham Age-Herald.

“I once fouynd & Pullman porter who
wids o perféct (Chesteriield. He fur-
thermaore looked after my wants with
an much care and consideration as If
h® had besn my pergonal ssrvant, When
he had given me the final brushdown
and I wns shout to leave the car, I
merely thanked him and ald not hand
him n tip.”

“What did the porter do then?"

*He =mliled, and sald: ‘Don't men-
tion it, sir. It's a plensure to walt on
you.! Honestly, I—"

“"Hold on! Hold on!™

*"What's the matter?"

*I'm golng down town and call a
specinl meoeting of the Liars® Club to

elect you president for life.”

Tolnted Paragraphns.,
Chicago News.

People with the camplaint habilt invaria.
bly =lop over,

A lazy mon
his tough luck.

You hear a lIot about “blushing brides ™
but did you ever see one?

The man who distikes you
ways lthes those you dislike,

Many & man who knows himself Is for
that reason susplelous of others.

Anyway, A giri looks better in an
tomobile than she did on u blecyole.

The meekness of a alecping-car porter
is consplcuous bhecauke of its absence,

is always whining about

nearly al-

an-

Umurer Rebulked.,
New York Sun.

Shylock was bargalnlng for bhis |
pound of flesh.
‘*Nothing dolng,” anaswerad Portia,

“we are on the yeégetable wagon.'"
Not understanding the terms, Shake_
Epeare wrote pp a different version.

Can Do It Alone.
Philadelphla North American.

A row was caused In the Relehstag be-
cause a member sald the Emperor ought
to hava tha power to send ten soldiers
and shut off the debats. Now, In free
America, oné man can do It any time,
Ask Uncie Joe,

In 1t Pouxiblet?
Chlcago Record-Hernld, -
There are In the United States Senato
sgveral men whom we are almost sure
George Washington would disdpprove
of If he were here now,

' in
|

INCREASED COST OF LIVING.

“All-the-Trafflic-Will-Bear" Spirit Re-
spomsible for Most of It

SALEM, Or., March 1L.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—The reasons advanced for the al-
legod Increased cost of Iiving are le-
glon. The Oregonlan of March 1 sayvs
editorially: *““The onarmously increased
of government with all the multi-
tudious methods emploved through the

Agency of eommissions and local boards
is

cont

among the chlef causes of the in_
creasad cost of living, If notl the chief-
a8t cause." Proncher Mathaws. of Spe-
attle, savs It is ioy rides,” wine and
gSlmilar wickedness, A Portland man
thinks it is bechuse we patronizs street-
cnrs and da not shine our own shoes
And scrape our own chins; and all that
kind of economies What earfare has

to dn with the price of eggs, or shoes—

blacking with the cost of onjons, but-
ter or potatoes, is tao desp & question
for me. M unite Iin asserting that
It Is becn wae spend b much Tor
whitky and clgars, but as the price
of bread, butter and “bran mash” for
breakfast g Just the eamo for temper-
ance corank and taper alike, this ex-
planation doea not explain.
in Iaying the hiame on g
EXiravagances, and aaoh and |’
they have "touched the ceénler of tha
raw."

I will add my Individunal opinion ta
the long arrav of

thore nlready offored,

for T do not think the moain cause has
¥ot been even hinted at The average
workman taking nr Joy rides,

drinking

en blowing

hils mtributions
Lo mps 12 whe posa as
| makers of long-halred eplegrams, and
use long-eared arguments to keep In
the lime-light, and yet It i5 his class
Upon which the burden of high-priced

food products rfalls heaviest ré-

he O

gonian s reason acconnts for & consid-
ernble portion of the increased costy
for the tax (ecollected slways Indl-
rectly from the econsumer) now con-
sidered NACERSATY for clrrying orn
the government., Natlonnl, =tat: nnd
local, Is pFromething enormous. prob-
nhiy amotanting to ™ vear
for overy min, woman ind  child
in the United Btates, and to 335 (o
$100 A year for each ablebodled male
Inhablitant.

This cuts some lce, but there Is stil
another thing that Is the main cause
for high prices, and that s the com-

mercinllsm of the age that

our buxinass

has hrought
staundard down to the basis

aof “all ¢t traffle will bear,™

To rato: The Oregonian of
Februnry 22 had & local story to tha
effect that the storm raging at that
time, topgeth with the Woather Bu-
repu’s statement that 1t was general
and might contlnue for some time,
cnused tho denlor to jump the nprice
of *Egs severn] cents & dozen, and to
also lift the price of bytter Now the
#gs and butter were E}‘!r'i'ltd_\ In stock
In Portland and were, no doubt, being
=0ld at a satisfactory advange on the
price pald for them before the =torme-
ruggested ralse, The price was jumped,
not because the artlcles wera worth
maore, huyt hecause the storm might
cause a falling off In the supply, hence
the wilde-nwnanke dealer jumped tho
prices In advanee of increass In the cost
at the sources of supply. and, In fact,
collected this increased price from the
consumer, when Indeed there whis not
nt the time, or slnee, any increase In
prices by the producar. The' Intter
got nothing from this Increas price,
while the consumer got 1t in 1 neck,
and the doaler got his—in his pocknt,
This isy the custom, not In Portland
alona by any means, nor {s this in-
tended a8 a slam nt the Portland deal,
ers, for It 1a the “American apirit.™

parfectly legltimate, highly commend-
able, nnd nn ebidence of the bhusiness
sagncity of the dealer, The consumer
i simply the viotim of the systam of *“‘ail
and

the traffic will bear!'" sverywhera
all the time.

It I8 not the ocost of living, however,
that alone has advanced The medical
gentlemen who superintend the *for
ladles only” functions when the em-
bryo consumer (s usherod Into the
world, have advy thelr prices un-
til the inereascd price of being bhorn
wouldd undoubtedly deter the future
coansumer from arviving at all If It was
n mntter of cholce with him, and he
had to pay the bIII himsell, Ax It s,
a% soon as hée arrivea the Increasod
cost of llving fastens on him with n
grip that will never loosen during his
1ife, When he gets hiz first bottle,
the glass, miik and rubbear trusis each
tanke a whack at the artiticial bosom
from which he draws his pabulum, and
to balance things, the ootton or lnen
trusts levy toll on hia diapers, while
the wool trust gets in Its work on
his little shirts and the swaddling
bands around kis ttle tummy Tha
lenther trost chivalrously refuses lo
Jump on him untl] he 1= blg enough ta
wenr shoes nnd walk. AE s00n As he
gtarts 1o school the book trust
mands & rakaorf before he |s perml

=heep,

even to learn "a-a-b-a-a, black

and whils his pretty little Sunday
tenchaer s incuicating In his un-
ting mind the duty of helping

the henthen, the same book trust helps

itselr to o percentage on  Lhe Sunday

school Ubrary, for the trusts, Hke a

mortgage. work just as hard Sundays

as any other day, and then It Is safer
to take your rake-off yourself, instead
of wiiting for oontributions asx the
uneducated heathen have to And it
is not only for t things of this enrih
that hawvi gone up in price, but high
slaries and the fact that the mo o
minister gives only mbout 10

cenlt of religlous doctrine and 20 per
cent of advice as to warldly things
has so diluted the rveal religious in
fluonce of the pulplt t t salvation has
nlmost ot bhayond the rench of Lha
common people, while the undartakors’
combination and the florista’ union

have made Jdeath aslmost & luxury.
whntever

Sure it costs much morae
the reas tn live on this good old
aenrth v did our ancestors, but
consldering how they UHyved and how
fittle t} s had to 4o with, it Is per=-

ey 1
haps worth the price—and much more.

J. H. CRADLEBAUGH.
He Did.
Housskaaper.

Mommy came out of a room In which
his father was tacking down carpet.
He was crying lustily

"W Tommy, what's the matter?
asked - mother.

“p-p-p-papa hit his finger with the
hammer,"” sobbed Tommy

“Well, you needn't ory st a thing
Iika that, comfortad the mother. “Why
didn't you laugh?”

“1 d1d.,"” =ebhed Tommy, disconsolate,

Current Newspaper Jokes,

‘““This Is TLent” =ald the foolpad ol |
know it sald the podestrian. Wall, what
are you goilng to glve up?™—Loulsviile
Courfer-Journal,

“"How A4ild they manage to gotl nall-those
facts about the Milk Trust?' *In the nat-
urnl way. I suppose.”™ “How was thagt™
*Pumpod the withosses."—Baltimore Amer-
ican

Kind Lady (st the kitchen door)—8o you
were in the Army during thes war with
Spalin'? What was syonr capacily therse?
Hungry Hobo—Double rations, ma’ ang. —
Chicago Dually News

“"Have you batn mnarried, Bridget T
**Twicet. munm." “And have you any chil
dren?'” “Yis. mum—I've thrae. Onme De
th* third wife oy me second husband, an’

two be the second wife av me first." —Cleve-
land Leader

“Wouldn't a rallway increass the popula-

tion of this village?" asked the enterpris-
ing person. “Dunno's It would," replied
the pative. It "ud e o constunt ternpis-

tion to A lot of us Inhabltants to got away.”
~—IWnashington Star.
Young FProfossor's
have expinined 1o me scvaral 1imes
the overproduation of gald ocRurny
pricos, tut aomehow 1 ean‘t get It through
my head, Young Professor—Oh, yes jou
can: thé passage from one sar to the other

seeme to be entirely unobstructed—Chicago
Tribuoe

Wita—Lysander, you
Tievey
high




