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PORTLAND, MONDAY, FEB. 21,

YHE NEED OF PRACTICAL ENOW LEIMGE

Clearly 1t 1s gquite hopeleas to bring
the gt to any underst ding of
conditions In the West, In the matter
of developmont of natural resources.
In the Pacific Northwest States we
have mpny waler powe 14 very
great arcas of timber 1 - The
BEast holids ta the [dea 1t} the Gen-
eral Government should )
ual toll the wiiler

from
supervise tne

UEe ol

its CcOnger "y will
simply put use of
either or both, stru the de-
velopment of the country, Ail the

properties claimed by ths General
Goyvernment be sold; then the
stiutes cun su them and the lm-
provements 1y them-to tax-

arion, with rogulntion as

the public gte muy require—as
all other pre ix held under ke
Himitations.

A new bill has been drafied, ander

direction of th Administra-
tion, to regulld & of publlc
timber Innd and timber on =uch
land. The blll was print by The
Oragonian on Saturday last, =shows
o hopelesa lack of knowledge of the
conditions it proposes to deal with.
It begins with that il

lan{ds west of
Mountain Ranges Denring

L per acreas,

per which avernges S000 fed

and all lun enst of those mountaln
ranges bearing §5000 feet per acre,
“shall be disposed of only as pre-
poribed in this act.” The timber 18
to be appraised and sold ar public

auction, at not less than Itsiappraised

value; the land on which timber
gtands Is to be ralsed also and
may be pold separ: at $1.206 per
gcre: or both land and timber may
ke #old tozether. All timber, 20 sold,
if not cut and removed within twents
yaars, shall revert to the ownership
of the United States, exceptl In cases
wheare the timber 13 purchased by

eniryimnen or lacatora to whom pittents

for the lands msay have been lssued.
if the timber only has been pur-
ged, then ps sgon as It has been

ramoved from the land, the land itself
shall become subject entry or dis-
posal, under the public land lawa of
the TUnitexd Stntes.

This iz a perfectly unworkable plan.
Greater part of the publle land upon
which our timber grows has lttle or
no value except for the timmber. Much
a¢f the timber grows on steep moun-
tainous lands that never cuan be
tivated, In canyons and on rocky
ridges where thera is heavy snow fall
thati raslktes Winter habltation Imprec.-
ticable. On the lower slopes, where
the timber i= heaviest, and where. in
lacallties, cultivation would be possible
if the timber -and stumps and under-

rowth were removed, the cost of
clearing, after the milling timber s
cut and taken away, practically pre-
cludes the idea of cultivation. The
price of §1.256 an acre for the land Is
a bogatel to the cost of bringing
gtump Jland under the plough.
jugation of such lund to till
the timber has been removed, will
cost from ¥100 to $250 an acre, and
the land then will not be nearly worth
it. The timber should help to ¢
the land. If settlement develop-
ment of the country are deslred, this
course would be better, not only for
the people directly interested, but for
gll the people of the United BSiates.
Use of ti resources ls the resuit de-
glred. Use of the resources has given
the country Its great growth and made
it what (it I'ne policy has not been
a mistaken one. If the timber Is first
sold off the land, but little of the land
ever will be cleared.

The land, therefore, should go with
the timber when sold; yet it is ex-
tremely doubtful whdther Iland, or
timber, or both, could be sold at val-
unations appraised by theorists, who
have no practical knowledge of con<
ditions. Exception might be made ny

to timber in high and precipitous
mountaln distr where after the
timber has once been cul away there
wiil be mothing Jeft but to walt for
a new growth, for a period of one
hundred to threo hundred yenrs

A BOD to the states s offered in the
form of a promise to them of 25 per
coant of the net proceeds of the sales
of lands and timber. Byt the svsiem
~will ¥ield no profita,. The whole pro-
coeds will he alworbed in the expenses
of an !mmenss and nver-pificered
burean. Legions of faresters, survey-
ors, rangers. inspectors, clerks and
all the general pomp and circum-
stantce of officialdom will take up the
whole or equivalent proceeds, and
probably call for more. Sale price of
lumber s not to be taken as nn indl-
cation of the value of the trees in the
farest. ‘Fhe cost of getting the timber
out, as leggers wlll show you, is well
up to the sale value of the logs. Heavy
capltal is required and logging on a
vary large scale, if any profit is to be
made. Here is a practical slde of the
subject—boyond tha kmowledge and
Jundgment of *‘professional conserva-
tian.”

First thing-necessary to any
tical dealing svith thls subject
tual knowledge of conditions
timber stateas. The faddiste at Wash-
ington hava no such knowledge, and
never will get It, since such Eknowl-
odge requlres personal contact and
struggle with the conditions and dif-
ficultliea of a situation to which they
are utter strangers. They don't know

Lo
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that the poliecy of dealing with osur
lands Is mainly a polley of necessity:
that timber must be destroyed that
men may lve; that forest trees, for

the greater part, must give way to
production of food for man and do-

mestic animals, and for destruction of,

tho haunts ¢f wild beasts. This new

country of onrs Is not modern France
nor Germany nor Italy nor England.
The practice of those old countries will
nat fit here at all. Here we =hall not
bhe done with destruction of timber
to get room for potatoes and grasses,
vet these many vears. They are not
done with It yet even in the oldest of
our states.

On this sublect we have a right of
protest—first, agalnst obstruction of
our development, and second, agalnst
diversion of these resources to the
support of a vast official body of ob-
structionists who are aliens to our
citlzenship and have no part or lot
with us in the real work of subduing
the wildness of nature and opening
opportunity for the industry of man.
The light of rll these people Is dark-

ness; and great s that darkness!
What do thexe people know of 8 sit-
vation where man Is In clesest pos-
sible contact with all the untamed
forces of nature and under necessity
of subduing them?

“FORESTALLING THE PRIMARY.™

Just think of 1! They have the di-
rect pri y In Callforala, as In Ore-
gon, minus, however, “statement one.”
the

et in face of the right of the
people to “choose for themselves,”
comes cranking in the EHincoln-Iloopse-

velt Led By al champlon of the
direct primary, “tendering the nomi-
nation' for Governor of California to
Hiram W. Johnson—pledging him the
support’ of the league!

In Oregon there is "a set of fel-
lers” swho pretend to think that this
sort of proceeding s treason to the

right of candidates to nominate them-
selves, and to the right of petty
ups to try to force their speclal
an a majority of the peo-

ET
candidates

pvle. But Oregon, we are told, is “way
ahealdl'” of all other sintes. It has
been hitherts, surély, In the practice
of politleal and clvic disintegration,

Oregon has furnished the nearest
approach In tecent times to the Diet

of Poland, which consisted
thon d mombe any one of whom
could everything by his single
veéto. We have been drawing towdrils
that condltion of “political Independ-
ence for the citizen®™ In Oregon.

operation for the purpose of making
effective the duties of citizenship
meéans & machine, and £ machine
means 8 boss—sinee in evory organ-
ization some will tnke a more prom-
inent part than. others. 20 Benator
Chamberiain, during many years, has
boss of his party machine—ex=
pt J. H, Mitchell the most succeéss-
ful boss Oregon ever has known, But
since Chamberlain heads *“‘the reform
movement” that doesn’'t count. He
sven “tendered the nomination™
for Governor, and then lor Senator,
befora (he primaries, by thosa who
now reseni and resist such process,
as intruslon on the right of free cholce

of seventy

ETop

Co-

been
©

it

was

by the people—Dbut only when thelr
oppoenents employ (L.

But this s mere divagation from
the et that the Lidncoln-Roosavelt
Lengue of Capllfornis—a body of re-
formers, claiming special champlon-
ship of the direct primary—is organ-

iring for the primary and “tendering
nominations™ to those whom It deems
fit for it= support. That Is mighty
good sense. But they who propose
the like In Oregon—If Republicans—
are called mighty bad names.

THE MARVELOUS “PACIFICS.”

When the late Edward H. Harrl-
man passed on to a world where
nelther the roar of trains nor the
clink «of gold Is disturbing, friends
and enemles alike admitted that as
an orzanizer of capital and as & re-
constructive force In American indus-

try« hils equal had never appeared in
all the world's history. The post-
mortemm prajise that was given the

dend leader of the raliroad world was
profuss, and In most cases rang true,
but nothing that was sald about his
accomplishmentia at the time of his
death gave a more graphic [Hlustra-
HHon of the magnitude of his opera-
tions than that which appeared in
the testlmony glven Inst mweek by
Julivs Kruttschnitt on the witness
stand In the merger case, Under oath,
Mr. Xruttschniti testified that In
the elght years ending June 30, 1509,
there was expended on the Southern
FPacific and Unlon Pacific alone a to-
tal of $363.4562,000, asum greater than

the original estimate of the cost of
the Panama Canal.
The mmensity of the operations

mfade possible by such a vast sum of
money wias ahown in some of the de-
tnils presented by Mr. HKruttschnitt,
for during that perlod there was
added to the equlpment of the two
roads 1472 locomotlves, 3474 passen-
gér cars and 42,161 freight ¢ars. More

than forty miles of wooden bridges
and more than ten miles of concrete
and steel bridges were bullt In the
clght wears, and 6388 milles of new

gtee] ralls were lald on the two roads.

In the contemplation of these Ag-
ures, which In thelr Immensity are
mimoest beyond belief, it Is not diffl-

cullt to understand why Mr, Harriman
broke under the enormous strain and
was hurried into his grave while atiil
but little pmst the prime of life.

Many of the finaneclal methods of
Harriman were open to critlclem, but
thers I8 o questioning the marvelous
genlus and daring of the man swho
could secure money in such sums that
he waa enabled for elght years to
spend an average of nearly $4.000.000
per month In Improving the physieal
condition of two of the roads in his
charge. In addition to thesa two
roads, on which he iald the foundation
for his greatness as a- railroad man,
the Jate Mr. Harriman was also heav-
11y Interestod In half a dozen other
big roads, Ip steamship lines on the
Atlantic and the Pacific, and n banks,
trust companies and insurance com-
panies.

The disintegration of tha immense
transportation and financial system
whirh he had welded together began
very shortly after death had stilled
the volce of the master. Mr. Harri-
man left no successors on whom his
fintnclal associates seemed to care to
plie their mllllons as freely as thoy dld
on Mr. Harriman. Tn his reconstruction
of the I'nlon Pacific and the Southarn
Pacific at a cost almost staggering in
its immensity, the dead magnate has
ileft & monument to his genius, and
the testimony of Mr. Kruttschnitt,
standing on tha Government records,
will =still attract attention, and even
exclta wonder, long after the young-
est of Mr. Harriman's lleutenants
have fallowed the chleftein over the
gtreat divida,

Kansas Is considering the advisa-
bility this senson of lnvokiag an old
statute which c¢lothes county officlals
with authority to call out all persons
from 12 to 65 years of age to fight
noxlous insects,. The chinch bug has
been sclocted as the first victlm of

1]

Teports

the onslaught, and while this annual
visitor is stlll =sleeping peacefully be-
neath the snows which cover Kan-
sas, he may be depended on to appear
with his famiiy and other relations,
in tima to stir up the Chicago wheat
pit. By invoking the «ld law, thers
will, however, be much variety added
to the s=ltuation. For exampie, the
“pulis” c¢an force prices up a notch,
by report=z that the chinch bugs are
sghowing signs of extracrdinary hun-
ger. The “bears” can ¢ounter, with
that squads of Raoseveltian
families have taken the fleld, and. are
rapldly declmating the ranka of the
chinch bug. Kaneas would not be
Kansas, unless something out of the
ordinary were always happening
thers.

BPOEANE AS AN EXAMFPLE.

The Spokane Spokesman-Review is
the only journal In the whola North-
weat which desires the Govermgmnent
to take toll in perpetuity of the nat-
urdl resources the states, That
paper, strangely, cannot ses that sach
policy would obstruct the develap-
ment of our now states, wioere much
publlc lend remains, whose résources,
infly, ara timber, ores and water
poOWers,

of

Mr. J. J. Browne, of Spokang, a
prominent cltize well known
throughoiit the Northwest, objects to
this mistanken “conservation’™ policy.
For one thing, he =ays, that for the
General Government to charge a
royalty for the use of avater power
owned by it will place persons and
corporations undertsking to develop

such power at a disandvantage In com-
patition with companlies ownlng water
power in fee simmple. Thie = A propo-

=itlon whose cprreciness is manifost,
But the Spokesman-Review =ays It
is “‘not true”

Thia denial, del'vered In such abso-
lute and dogmetic fashion, s followed
by a most wenk amnd Inconsequential
argument, designed to support it
Thus is =tat that the history of
witer power develo ent shows that
the ownership is first obtalned by per-
sons who acgulre title but can't Im-
prove, develop or use the power—
g0 sell out 10 those svho can. “Con-
scervation,'”” It say would eliminate
the ploncer “speculator™ and ‘*‘retaln
possesalon of the power til! the time
comes for s development.”

But the time never would have
come for the development, if the first
persen hoad not gone to the spot, and
striven and atruggled to make the op-
portunities known. Oihors eame
gradually, after a while, when it be-
gan to appear that a town or cliy
might be bullt. Then the first plon-
eers, unable 1o do much or go rar,
sold out to thase who had money for
development. In that fashion Spo-
kane arose, and the BSpokesman-He-
view with M.

There must be men always to give
a town & start. Had the Goneral
Government retained ownership of
Bpokane Falls, Cheney would be the
metropolls of Eastern Washington.
Had it retalned the site of Portland
there would be ne elty here,
can sit down and keep his property
and sxpect it to grow In value. It will
gErow In value only as he parts with
it and others part with t. Likewlsc
property heid in perpetuity by govern-
ment never can obtain development,
nor have a commercial valge, Of all
places In the wworld, Spokane s the
one In greatest luck because the
TUnited States permitted individuals at
an early time to got possession of the
“great natural resource” whose un-
restricted development has made
Spokane a city. Mr. J. J. Browne
knows It, If the principa! newspaper
of his town does not Spokane s
the mosat striking example In the
Great West of the beneficent resulis
of our historieal land system.

i

CURIOUS THEOLOGICAL DEBATE.

The common saying that it = im-
possible to prove a negative admits
of many excepllons. It has been
proved conclusively, for example, that
the elrcle cannot be squared. Even
hilstorical negatives are not alwavs be-
yond demonstriation. The proposition
that Willlam Tell never existed has
been established. So have a good
many more of the sameée gort. Now
a new knight of negation, Professor
Arthur Drews, of Karlsruhe, has en-
tered the lists to defend the thesis
that Jesus of Nazareth never Hwved.
A challenge to debate, which he posted
llke ¢lrcus bills on the walls was an-
swered- by & score of famous theolo-
glans and the wordy battle raged untll
3 o'clock in the morning before an
excited audlence. If It began at 8
o'clock it must have continued for
seven. mortal hours. We do not be-
Heve an American audience c¢ould
ba hired to sit so long and listen to
& theological Biscussion.

Germaus have always been more
interested In theological innovations
than maost other people. The reforma-
tion bDegan among them and was
qulckly followed by the rise
Anabaptists and countiess other sects,
In our day they have amused them-
selves by inventing dozens of theorles
to account for the narratives In the
Old and New Testaments.

Not many years ago Dr. Delltzsch
drova thas Teutoniec mind frantic by his
lacture on “Babel and Bible,"” In which
he maintained that pretty nearly the
whole of the Mosaler writings were to
be found on Babylonian tablets. The-
ories that Jeaus either 414 or 4id net
llve have heen almost o= plentiful as
beermugs In German universities. but

Professor Drewe is the first man to
promulgate his views Illke a guack
advertising a new cure-all.

OTURE TRADE-STIFLING LAWE.

Undismayed by the thrsats of enor-
mous fines for nlleged violations of
our coastwise navigation laws, the
Hamburg-American liner Cleveland
has gathered another big crowd of ex-
cursionista and steamed away from
San Franciseo on the refurn voyage,
over the route <coversd 3N her
round-the-world erulse from New
York to Ban Franciaco. A strict in-
terpretation of thase antique trade-
stifling navigation laws that have
made this country the laughing stock
of the rest of the avorld, wonrld un-

doubtedly show that the Cleveland,
by carrylng passengers from oane
American port te another, has lald

her owners liable to a fina of 2200
per head for eich passenger carried.
Thia swould amount to $13,000 for
the Inward passengers, and somsthing
over §150,000 for the outward-bound
list. The magnitande of the offense
charged has resulted In  utiracting
widespread attentlon Lo this absurdity
of a law which makes a round-the-
world voyage extending through many
old-world porta a “coastwise™ Jour-
ney.

The incident has also brought to

of the |

No man |

| authorities,

| fired

light further detalls of the workings
of this law, by which travel and
transportation of frelght on the Pa-
cific are hampered In 2 most vexatious

manner. Discussing the matter in a
recent: number of the Independent,
Rev. Mr. Doremus Scudder, a prom-

inent American Congregational min-
ister, now pastor of & church at Hon-
olulu, states that freedom of travel
between the Hawallan Isiands and the
Paclfic Coast la unknown, Dr. Scud-
der points out that by forcing the
Hawallans 1o take phassage on none
but American vessels, it becomes
necessary L0 eEngage passage many
montha | advance, and even then
the service s Irregular and unsatis-
factory. There are numerous foreign
vessals touching at the islands, and
not infrequently passengers tnke
passage on them and pay the $200
fine that ls levied against the wvessel,

instead of remaining over for days,
and perhaps weeks, to take passage
on an American ship.

The zgame influences,
travel so difficult and wexatious, also
interfere with the free movement of
frejght traffic to and from the lslands.
It is possible to handle the export and
import trade of the Islands with
Huraope, on any kind of vessel which
offers frelght space for the business,
but If the Hnwallan desires to buy
or #ell with the United States, he
must patronize only an Amerlean ves-
sel, no matter what delays may be
encountered In the proceeding. As
a result of this difficulty of dolng
business with the United States, =»
Ecant five per cent of the population
of our island dapendency” are of Amer-
ican stock, while tweniy per cent are
Europeans, and the remainder Aslatle
and Polynesinn. Untl! we remove
some of the trade obstructions which
hamper trade and travel- betwesn our
Pacliic possessions, almost to the polnt
of impossibiilty, neither the islands
nor this country will develop the
traflic which is warranted by the re-
BOUTCes.

which make

In return for streets

which the
Southern Paclflc wishes vacated for
the approaches (o the Oregon-street
bridge the rallroad should make
reaszgnable concesslons to the olty.
One of these should be free passage
over the terminal grounds for the

Broadway bridge. Another shonld
be concesslon of passage or transit of
the cars of other railways over the
new bridge, on payment of & reason-
able rate. Certainly the proposed
bridge nt Oregon street will be a fac-
tor of vast Importance in the develop-
ment of the city, but the conceasion
will be of corresponding value to the
rallroad, too. Proper regulation of
the entrances and exits st the termin-
als of the bridge ought also to be
reserved to the clity. . Whatever con-
ditlons may be reqguired for improve-
ment and maintenance of freest posx-
slble movement between the two parts
of the ecity separpted by the river
should be Insisted on and embodied
in the grant of user to the rallroad.

The income from resources should
gG to the states In which the resources
are situated. Always heretofore the
Government has sold’ its lands, and
tha states have taken jurisdiction over
the property, encouraged ts develop-
ment, taxed it as It grew In value,
and permliited the upbuilding to go
on. Now, it is proposed to change
this polley, pinch and check our
newer states, refer everything 1o
Washington, have the titlese held
there, compel payment there for use
of our resources here, and make |t
Impossible for the man who would
develop the new rezources bof our
slates to own anything. It Is a policy
agninst which there should be unl-
versal protest from the West. What's
the use of advertising our resources
and urging people to come and de-
velop them, if the Government ls to
put a stop to the wheole business?

Many persons, they say, are holding
cold storage goods till prices go up. It
may be so. But presently they can
hold them no longer. Likewize many
persons are holding lands and town
lats till price=s go up: and never is It
possible to satisfy the ravenous man
for "“more.” Aruin, great numbers
are withholding labor till "prices go
up. These are merely llke the rest.
What Is the regulation of it 8117 The
anclent law of demand sand suppls.
Enforcement of [t comes through
what men and women call hard times.
Then the other extreme. But thera
Is one meaxim that will tend to reg-
ulation of everything, namely, keep
out of debt. You needn't think it a
notion of The Oregonian newspaper.

Go back to Franklln for it, If syou
Ilhmk tha old philosopher better
authority.

The Springwater man who In-

formed on his hoy Tor gending an ob-
jectionabla wvalentine to him, - was
nproperly turned down by the Federal
Instead of trying to send
his son to a reformatory institution,
the old gentleman might take a post-
graduate course himself.

The last survivor of the pgarrison
that surreéndered with Major Ander-
gson In 1881, when Fort Sumter was
on, died In Erle, Pa., Saturday.
Some one should convey the news to
Senator HeyYburn, of Idaho, as addi-
tional evidence that the Clvil War
is over.

The local drunkard, who served by
mistake two days on the Linuton rock-
plle after his friends had pald his
fine, swould better ask for a transfer
to the water-wagon, or at least coen-
fine himsellf to buttermilk.

It Is not probable that “Uncle Joe"
will be retired from public life. His
distriet will continue to sand him to
Congress as long as he asks It, or is
willing. But probably he wlill not be
Bpeusker again.

It Is gratifyving to learn that Sen-
ator Tillman is recovering. There is
hepe that he may be faully restored
—except as to the lmlitations which
aphasia may Impose on his violent

speech.

Fitty-two bridal! couples, on =a
steamship salling from New York for
the Bermudas Saturday, made a
blissful spectacle. Wa all hope no
accldent happens.

Smaokeless fice 1= the latest. Tt will

probably be exploited by a stockiless
corporation. -

It must have been a hard Winter
on the bug pests, also; so let us re-
Joice:

—

“Land-fraudera” are not now go In-
dignant about the long delay of thelr
triala

\
REPUBLICAN ASSEMBLY LAUDED.

Best Men Wil Be Nominnted.
Bilver Lake Leader,
Sentiment i fast gaining In the Repub-
Hean pariy in favor of the sssembly plan
to place tickéts in the rield for both state
and county officers., We are glasd to
,#e0 this and belleva it to be ons of the
baEt mover that could have been made,
and the editor of the Leader heartily In-

dorses the proposition, :

The suggestion of a ticket by the as
pemibly does in no way do away with the
primary law now In force, and the sug-
gusted or recommended candidates wlill
have to gel up a petition and stand faor
the primary election as If no assembly
had been called. It neither deprives any |
nspiring Individual wishing to present hils
name to the people at the primaries nnd|
candldate for any offlce from dolng 20 |

| the same as If no assambly had been
called. The sssombly if rightfully car-
Frterl out simply places the strongest and
beet qualified men geographleally conmsid-
ered, befora the people according to the
delegations opinlon representing the as-
sembly.

Iot us have an assembly by anll means |
ne® wa belleve It 1'}1] give us men to stand
| for nominnifon in the primuaries that the |
people will bave confldence in, and that
tha officinl positlons will be divided up
over tha county more oguitably nnd juwt-
ly than ean otherwisse be done under our
present system,

Carb on Peiiy Ofice-Seckers.
Hood River Glacler.

The Republican state commitiee has
voted to call an assembly which will ‘rec-
ommend candidates to the conslderation
of the part$ at the subszequent primaries l
This plan, we hope, will succeed In It=
purpoke, which i3 to re-unite the Repub-
lican party In the state of Oregon. It
will give the candldaies seclected by the
delegates from the precinots an opportu-
nity to stand upon a platform to ba
adepted by these same represeniatives
from the préecincts and thus preserve the |
intégrity of a united party. In the
plage of having numerons candidntes
all standing on thelr own littie pet plat-
forms. which mapresent personal opln-
fonn rather than party thought, the votar
will ba able to select a group of candl-
dates pledged to work for and carry out
cartain recorded princlples. May the as-
sembly succeed.

AH Is Harmony,
Gervals Btar,

The n=ssmbhly plan Iz =started by the
Binte Hepublican Committes and the day
for 1ts primaries are met. That it will
be B success s undenied. Thes Republl-
can party will soon b in working order
aud as powerful as ever, A state and
county Republican tieket will bhe placed
in tha fleld and carried to a suaccessful
ending.

Republicans Want Asscmbiy.

Grants Pass Observer,
1t |» quita clear that the great
34!

major- |
strong- |
for

ity of Republicans in Oreg
Iy In favor of holding ass<

are
Hes

thia
choosing of candidatex for recommenda-
tion to the voters at the primoary election |

next Beptember.
Curing Helter-Skelter Politices.
Gervals Star.

No more helter-skelier for Republl-
cans From now on it s to be greater
and stronger and mdare usaful party along
party lines backed by principles. And
best of all run by Republicans.

Restores Hepubliean Party.
Grants Pass Observer

CUT TIMBER; START A NEW
Abolish Faddismn nod Formulate o Sane
Timber-Tax, Urrea Writer.
PORTLAND, Or.,, Feb 18—(To the
Editor.)—Why not porpotuste the tim-
ber supply. a5 we parpetuate the grain
oT hay suppiy? Just let it alone.
Nefther hinder by Federal “protection™
nor destroy by local taxation. Let men
raise timber, men who make money st it.
Of course, no true bellever in con-
servation would think of ralsing tim-
ber himself. That would Invelve local,
not universal conditions. His free fancy
rovea toward suspension of the law of
supply and demand. The idea of XMr.
Plnchot risking the good money left
him by his father in railsing timber Is
prepesterous. As well expect Dr. Par-

don or J. N. Teal to bulld a dam.

Why shouid mot the timber be cut as
soon as possible, and & mnew crop
started? A pearfectly normal perpetua-
tlon of timber is, of course, unsatisfac-
tory to faddists. Why should not tim-
ber owners demand taxation that will
permit them to renew their timber?
When Oregon shall tax timber-produc-
ing land exactly as other Innds and
property are taxsd, then we can with
reason nsk the Federal Government lo
disposa of the National forests.

Timber owners do not demand thelr
conastitutional righte. The Orezon
constitution requires that “all taxation
shall be equsal and uniform.” The true
tax on timber land, equal and uniform
with the tax on other land. ¢an be com-
puted from the AvVerage yearly growth
and Its present value. Average growth
(34 M fest per year pey acre), at pres-
ent value (32 per M feet), should bear
the average ratio of crop to land value

CROP.

(1 to 6, slnce wheat, a $10 per acre
crop, grows on land wortiv §80). The
true assessment, therafore, (s «$3 per
acre for land on which timber ls the
heat crop, and the true tax about &
cents per acre. We slmply pilfar from

posterity by collecting 20 cents to §1
per acre,

Timber is taxed before harvest. No
other crop bheara a tax burden. Any
tax, however small, upon oné growing
cerop, discouragoes that crop so long as
pll other ecrops are untaxed. Bither
tax &Il crope along with timber, or ex-
empt timber along with all other cropa

BEN IRWIN.

Ladies Alwaym Weleome.
Jordan Valley Express,

A. Byrd and hlas best gir]l favored the
Expresas with & call Friday last. Mr.
Bvrd wished to show the young lady
h-:.w the mechanical operations were
conducted In the publication of a great
religlous paper and she took an Intelli-
gent obgervation of the works The
jady was Miss Gladys Schas. She prom-
laed to call agaln &t the “newsenpaper'
office when more wheals were gEOIng
'round.

The

On Delicate Ground. '
Washington Btar.
“yfather,” sald Little Rollo, “what iz a

democrncy T
A demooracy, my son, is a form of
govarnment in which all the prople—look

here, Rollo, you'll have to waft tiil W, J.
Bryan gets back. I don't know what
ne'd say If he thought anybody elsa as-
sumed to explnin just what a democracy
18

So Darncd Unanbmous.™

Gervals Slur.

The Hermann trial ended In no verdict
being Eiven, as the jury falled to agree.
The vote was polled at eleven for gulity
and one for acquiitsl. The prosecution
wiil at once retry the case. The verdlet
was not unexpectad, but the majority
was emaller than any ona expected.

“Not

More Cont, More Worth.
Washington Star.

An advance In the price of Bibles may
have a desirabls influence in persuading
many to attach gEesrater importance (0
periptural writings.

For Morgan's Collection.

8t. Paul Fioneer-FPreas,
J. Piarpont Morgan might Indulge his
taste for antiques by purchasing the cold

This action renews thae Ropuhll(-rm1
party fn Oregon, and makes It again an
organized political power.

storage supply of cEg=

ALAS FOR OUR FOREFATHERS.

Hancock Was Smuggler and Defanlter;
Franklin Robbed Mnils!
New York Times.

James Henry Stark, of Boston,
written a book called ""Tho Lovallsts
Massachusetis and the Other Side of the
American Revolution,” which refers o
Samuel Adams and John Hasthoeock as de-
faulters and thieves, and classes ather
Ravolutionary heroes as “‘ne’er do wells™
“degenerates’”’ and ‘looters and betrayers
of publle trusts.'*

The bhook containa 50 pages and the
statement that in Virginla the Revolu-
tionary movement of poor white trash, or
“Crackers,” Iod by Patrick Henry, wWas
against the planter aristocracy. It was
only very deliberately, Mr. Stark says,
that Washington ldentified hlmself with
the “‘disunionist’™ causc.

Ax for Patrick Henry,
clares that he was one of
rellable of men. Byron called him =&
forest-born Demosthenes, and Jefferson,
wondering over his career, excialmed:
“*“Wherae he got that torrent of
Is Inconceivable; 1 have fréegquamily
my eyes while he spoke, and when b
done asked myself what had
without being able to recollect n word «
Ii" Mr. Bitark also recalls the elrcur
stance that Henry falled ne u storak
before he sald: *“Givéa me liberty or
me denth.™

Bamual Adams. Mr. Biark
other “‘ne'er do well." He
ter of Admwms Lo prove thgt he was a
faulter, pnd as tnx collector of Boston
not make proper returns of taxes
bondsmen paying $5000.

has
of

die-

Mr. Stark
the most un-

Inng

hie

gEive

:Ill

d

his

In telling of the Boston massacre the
boolk asserts that the patriots poursd o
*torrent of eoarse amdd profanes abuse

in

upon the soldiersa, astonishing even

echoes across Lhe century,” while it com-
pares the Boston Tea Party with "the
so-called respectable mob which on the
th day of August, 184, destroved the
Charlestown convent, and a yoar
nexrly killed Garrison and i

his only safe place of refuge,
triumphed, that mob would at t

the object and subject of popuinr glorifi-
cation.™

Mr. Btark says John Hang¢ock was ithe
owner of the sloop Ldberty, which
seiged for smuggiing, and even

thnt one-fourth of the =ign

Deciaration of Independe

trade or to the commnnd p=. M
than one of them, and adds, wus brandsA
with the epithet of “‘smuggler.’”

AA treas: of Harvard

H rocelved

k
ipward of £15,30

doclares
amounting

too, saya Mr. Stark, proved {9 be & de-
faulter. He t how ‘*for 2 yeanrs the
corporation begged nnd entreated

to make restitution, and even thren C
to prosecute him, and it was only a r
his death, | 1 & that his helrs mads
restitution college.””

Josiah Quincey Is guoled as suy it
“wounld have been grateful to pa =
in silenes the extraordinary course ho
pursued In his official relation to Harvard

Collegs had truth and the fAdellty of hiss

tory permitte [

Mr. Stark also subtinits evide
Benjamin Fr tn, when old,
was digmissod from the office puty

ba-
ilo
tried

Postmaster-Genernl of the Colos
cause ha stale lotters from the mnail
rejnt in detail how Franklin was
in England and dlsmissed from the sorv-
ice. The reference is, of to the
historie incldent of the so-called **Hutch-
inaon letters.'

Mr. Stnrk was born in London, but came
to this.couniry when 9 yesars old. He I8
the author of several books., resldes In
Dorchestar, Is president of the British
Charitable Assoclation. vice-president of

es

COUTHE,

the Victorian Club, #nd & moember of the
New England Historieal Genealogical So-

The Hermann Juary.
Weston Leader.

This paper belleves that
guilt was not clearly enough
in ‘a court of lmw to justify convictlon,
gnd that banishment to private life for
the remalnder of his yvears |3 punishment
«l.'ough.

Ten years agoe Hermann would have
been acquitted by the jury without leav-
Iing the box. That 11 jurors voted for
conviotion shows the present attitude of
the publlc mind. Thess jurors voled
againet 4 lax and discredited system ruth-

Hermann's
established

¢r than Hermann. They voted for the
new and encouraging theory that a pub-
e servant should be above suspiclon.
It is thls theory that keeps Ballinger in
the stew. It means the dawning of a
better day. But it should not, and foriu-

nately did not., lead o the conviction «
Binger Hermann on Insufficlent evidence.

Juror Selkirk saw more clearly than
his collengues. He saw that It was un-
just to make a single vietim snswer for
the crimes of ANl outwarn system, whoen
a reasponable doubt remalined in his favor.
In the Leader's view he saw htiy, and
hisz fellow-jurors wora carried a ¥y by
& pralseworthy but Indiscriminating senti-
ment.

Hermann Acgultied nt Home.
Roseburg News,
The tallure of the jury to find o ver-
diet acqultting Binger Hermann wasx
A very great disappolntment to the in-

numerable friends of the gentleman In
this part of the state. Although the
jury stood elevan for conviction the

paople of Sputhern Oragon feel that the

BARIES ARE RBIG CITY ROOMERS,
Stork Rivals Ratlveads tn Adding to

Portinnd’s Censows,

Foremost of Portland’s

of 1990 In the

aity: census | £ 1
or twiec il 1
I8N, In other t '
newonImor+: | Y i
of the home ron thay
Pullman ca
. . N

Taxpayers foul tha pavinse | f tha
kind st} I i
| gohools 1

will =pond Lhiree

Eviden
mora D

Yu

represes
In the cour

Total

evidence subhmitted at the rial was net

such as to warrant such division, and

that Mr. Hermann should havae been

acquitted. The w thes matier wow

stunds many peopls will be led to be- |
Heve that Mr. Hermann had a part in

the Blue Mountaln forest reserve con- |
spiracy. but thosg whe know him bast

nare sure that lhie did nat. Thelir falth

in his Integrity and honesty has not

been shaken In this jury divislon, and

all of his old friends in thia part of

Oregon are sure that |If he matter

comes up for manother trinl, as It

seems likely, Biager Hermann will emerge

from the trylng crdeal completely vindi-
cated. :
Roseburg Leader.
Thete wnas evidently one smart man

on the jury, a man with the courage of
his convictions, Wae hondr him.

Frmmilinriiy RBrecds Contempt.
Portianil Advocale
A fact that cannot be denind (8 that the
colored puoople, high and low, the lgnor-
ant and the educated ones, call ong an-
other “‘nigger,’” "‘coon™ and “shine’ But
juat ps sona as a white person calls one
of them a “nigger’” or a “coon” they get
mad and swell up Caolored people must
first learn to respect themseives If thoy
wish other poople to respact tham, Stop
that nefarious hablt of calling one an-
other such dirty names as *‘coon,” "‘nig-
ger” and “shine”

A Fox Reply.
wWastminstar Gazette.

One of the most caustic replies ever
made during an eiection campaign was
that of Fox when he called at & shop
during one of his candldatures. Tha
shopman happened to be a rabid op-
ponent. Taking hold of & piace of rope,
he =ald, savagaly: “Vote for you! I'd
soonsr hang you with this rope!” Very
interesting.” rmemarked Fox, blandly,
examining the cord. “A famlly relle,
I presume”

Dog In Coyote-Trap.
Dufur Dlapateh.

K. 8. Houser's terrler dog was bhlown
to pleces by = dynamite bomb last weak.
Mr. Houser has the bombs plased about
onn hia ranch so that they will help ex-
tarminate the coyotes that hother his
sheep. These homb traps were invented
by a Tygh Valley man last Winter,

One Editor Pleased.
Cleveland Leader.

This {8 a fine Httle month: only28 dave-
groundhog ' day, Valentine's, Lincoln's
hirthday, Washington's birthday and four
pay days included)
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Thoss with no tar L to
tax are, as our Colaradn s EMPOTrATY
SAVSE, usns nnxious o tax all who
have, Thalr folly in falling ta, racog-
nize thalt taxes are Ineyvitably borne
by Lthe ultimate consumar is eguslled
only by their objenctions an copsumers

to paying when the time comes.




