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EINCOLN'S “PROPHECY"” ONCE MORE

In the days of wlldest populistic

Journallsm “‘a prophecy,” ascribed to
Abranham Iincoin, avas printed and
reprinted contlnually.,. No use, for a
time, to show that it wea flotitious
and falsa; that It could not possibly
have emanated from Tdneoln. No
use to c¢hallenga production of it
from any saulhorlzed source of Lin-
coln’'s utterances, or (o ask when,
where, or on what occasion, It was
deliverad, Orators of the grade of
Sockless Jerry stuck to it; and all
Popullst and not A few Democratic
prints,  Hkewlse, Finally, however,
there was success In fixing attention
on the Impossibility of the assump-
tlon that any such utterance could
have proceeded from Lineoin and the
fabricatlon was dropped for a time.
But it now begins to reappear. BSev-
eri]l newspapérs that ocught to know
better—among them the Chicugo
Evening Journial—took the opportun-

ity of Lincoln's latest birthday to sat
it golng agnin, In former times It was
gild to huave been spoken by Nr,
Lincoln In November, 1864. Now the
Chicage paper says It was uttered by
him “just before Lee surrendered at
Appomatiox.” Some twenty Years ago
its utterance was declared to have
been truced back to a splrituallstic
moadium, whe dellvéred it about the
yoar 1876. Bevonid that, ne trace
of it ever has been discovered. The
“prophecy’ rans thus:

Wea ma ponwrutulate ocurealves that this
prucl wor s unenring ite clowe. It has
post B vant amount in treasore and bileod.
Tha best blood of Lhe [lower of Amaore
[pan youth hns  besn freely offerad upon
our eountry’'s nltar. that the Nation might
ve. It has been, indeoed, n trying hour
for the Republle, I see in tha near
future a crisis approg=}ling that unnerves
mae, and gauskes me to trombila for the
pnfety of my vountry

A2 o resuit of Lk
boen enthroned, anad
In high piaces will
power of the count
pralong the relgn
proajJudleos of Lhea pe
In mpuregated In the
mnd the Reopublic destroyed

I feel nt this moment
the safety of my
fors, oven in the midat of war

N0 person accustomed to lHterary
inquiry and eriticlsm could for a mo-
mont misled Into a belief or sup-
position that this screoed came from
Abrnham Lincoln. Its spuriousness
Rppears In every part of It. The first
panon of lterary inguiry and coritl-
glEm is that every genuine literary
product, purpoerting to belong to A
partdeular time, must be in harmony
with the general thought, language,
events and conditions of that time.
Every spurious thing In lterature has
been betrayed by lis own Internal evi-
dences, So af this “alleged prophecy.’
Every person dompetent to judge sees
that it does not belong to Lincoln's
time.

First,
the
may
cruel

war, sorporations have
orn of corruption
follow, and the money
ry will #ndesavor o
working upon the
ple unul all wealth
hande of tha few,

nn

more anxlety for
vogntry than ovar ho-

he

Inpk at the Improbability of
assertion that Lincoln sald: “Wae
congratulate ourselves that this
war is nearing ite close.” He
could not, then., have said such a
thing. Nobody wa=s In position to =ay
Iti. The Confederacy resisted with an
unflagging éenergy to the last. Again,
Lincoln Is mude to say, in the midst
of war, that he ‘“‘felt more anxlety
for his country than ever before, even

In the midst of war."” But these are
not the chiaef discrepancles. Note
the seneral language. FPeople then
wore not talking about the “en-
thronement of corporations,” the
“relgn of the money power” and the
“aggregation of all wealth in the

hands of the few.” That was the lingo

of a2 much later time. It dppeared
In the populistic and figt maoney era
aof our polltical life, There was not a
single mnoate of it In Lincoln's time.
The country and the President were
ecngrossed with other thoughts. Cor-
porations had not assumed any part
of the importance that they attalned
In the Iater growth; nor was any-

bady tanlking in those daye about the

pnEggregation of wealth in the hands
of the few, The country was strain-
ing every nerve and pressing Its re-

gources to exhaustion, in the prosecu-
tion of the war. The very language.
the turns of thought and expression
of this so-called prophecy are the
rhetorical rubblieh of Iater _ times—
that is, of the aggressive davs of a
rizsing popullstic ferver not yet whally
spent. It probably was the work of
a woeman., Certainly It sounds most
Hke an outburst of the populist femi-
nine mind—of &ome Mary Ellen
Lg¢ase, who had the shrieck with the
lingo, and could even get *“'spirit rev-
eclations'” on demand.

Sound criticiem always turns to the
fnternal evidence of o composition to
declde & genulneness. If not gen-
uiné It certainty will betray ltself by
nanachronisme of thought and expres-

sion. Ever slnoe Bentley (1699)
cleared the way for this method of
eriticlsm and Interpretation, it has

beon followed by all competent schol-
arship, Through it most of tha prin-
cipal literary impostures of various
times have been cleared vp—as thoze

in English of Chatterton, Psalman-
amr and Macpherson, and of Defoe,
mnst natural, or adroltest, of all. It

affords & method also of inestimable

use in Biblical eritlelsm—as in exam-
fnatlon of the Pentateuch and new
digtribution of Its elements: In sep-
epration of the two parts of Isalah

and assignment of each to Itz approx-
imate date; in changing the judgment
of the world as to the date of the
Book of Danlel, and of sortlng and
asslgning to thelr sources the prin-
clpal materials of the Gospel of John,
Examination of the syntax of a ¢com-
poslition;, of' its usse of words and
particles, of the materials borrowed
by the writer, of the conditions as
far as ascertalnable under which .his

work must have been produced, tend
to approximation to the tims and ex-
planation of the purpose of the
writer. The Italian Ferrero, whose

Roman history is the admiration of

the literary world of our day, glves
with 'a sure touch the occasion and
the date of almost every one of the
principal metric compositions of
Horace almost as clearly as we know
the origin of “Paradise Lost” and
“In Memorlam."” The sclenca of lUter-
ary Interpretation enables the mod-
ern mind to read the past with a
sureness and certainty that give hls-
tory a new meaning.

STRICTLY IN ACCORD WITH THE LAW

Nobody proposes abolition of the
primary law, Nobody proposes to
dlsregard It. All must obey it. Nom-
inatlon of mll candidates will be car-
ried on under the primary law and
strietly In accord with its provisions
and requirements. The assembly or
convention does not disturb t, does
not take one jot or tittle from It
The assembly or convention simply
offers candidates for nomination at
the primary. It is merely a method
r party, or a group of cltizens, may
employ for agraement samong them-
salves as to candldates whom they sup-
pose might ba sultable and fit for the
positions to be filled. If these ars con-
firmed at the primary, then they will
be candldates for the election. They
may be nominated at the primary,
may not; they may win at the general
elaction, may not.

This method of convention s
wholly different from the aold one.
The primary then was not under pro-
tection or sanction of law. Now, It Is
strictly so. The candidates then were
nominated by conventlons. XNow they
can be nominated only at primaries,
strictly governed by law. There i5
no similarity between the old and
the new. The differéence goes to the
basls of the whole system.

No party, no boady of citizens, can
follow the old system. The present
primary law makes it Impossible, It
is useless, therefore, to conjure up
the ghost of the old system, for new
terror, That 1s & paltry eéxpedient of
politicilans who are in mortal fear
lest thair opponents shall “get to-
gether” and thereby become able to
alact men to important office again.

The call for convention or assembly
is a proper effort for party organl-
zation, on a represeniative system,
perfectly In accord with the primary

Inw, Politlenl parties are expressaly
recognized in the law, and by the
law itself.

Possibly the reason why  certain
politicians don't mind tha buslness

of thelr nwn party lies in thelr reall-
zatlon that thelr party In Oregon Ia
not Important snough to have any
buslneas—save that of Intrusion into
the affalrs of others.

PORTLANDYS GRAIN EXPORTING TRADE

If anyone has doubt about the pre-
eminence of Portland In the graln
trade of the Pacific Northwest, It will
he dispelled by a glance at the liat
of firms doing business in this city.
The twenty Fortland firms signing a

call for a especial meeting at the
Merchants Exchange yesterday, with
their Puget Sound branches, have

this year handled more than 80 per
coent. of the graln sold in Oregon,
Washington and Idaho.

There are no wheat exporters on
Puget Sound except the firms who
have their princlpa] headquarters in
this city. In addition to these ex-

porters, there are a dozen firms oper-
ating In this city which have no of-
tices on Puget Sound,

Nearly one-half of these new firms
have come Into the field since the
North Bank road was completed to
Portland, With the coming of the
Central Oregon road there will un-
doubtedly be many others,

AMERICANIZING CANADA,

That the so-called American *“In-
vaxion" of Canada Is a far more serl-
ous matter for the Britlsh Emplre
than is generally recognized, Is strik-
Ingly set forth In 8 remarkable article

recently published by the Calgary
Optimist. Lioyalty of "Alberta and
Saskatchewan, two of the greatest
provinces in Canada, s openly gues-

tloned by this bold Canadian writer,
who asserts that the two provinces
“offer & problem In patriotism,"” and
that while therse Is no thought of dis-
loyalty to the dominion, It Is &2 ques-
tlon “How far wlil the prairie West
follow the East in her loyalty to the
Fmplre?" The Optimist wwriter finds
& large and increasing number of
men who firmly believe that o politic-
al union of the North American con-
tinent would create “onces and for-
ever the greatest nation of the earth”

and the Americans all favor this
union. He s quite positlve that the
American does not lose any of his
patriotlsm by crossing the line. On

this point he says:
Canada deceiven herselfl when she thinks

—I1f she does so0 think—thst the American
settler, assa unit, has lost his heart to
the Dominlon as an integral part of the
Emplre. Heoe likes Canadn. He in grate-
ful for the bountiful opportunity she af-
farde. He will stoutly uphold the virtue
of her laws nnd institutions But deep
in his heart. In the Holy of Holios of him
patriotie shrine Is the Stare and Stripeas

Americans bellove In thelr eountry. They
have . splendid patrlotiam. Almost any day
yoiin can  hear an American in Calgary
point out his natlon's shorteomings and
defacts, hut If you want {0 test his patriot-
imm for his native lanfl. attack It
fir 1 have mafde the test a hundred tmes
without a fallure,

Much of the credit or discredit for
this transplanted patriotism, accord-
fng to the point from which it Is
viewed, is glven the Canadian Pacific
which plays It as one of [ts strong
cards In Induclng Immigration of the
American In preference to all other
classes. It is pointed out that the
rallroad company does not care for
immigrants from BEastern Canada,
for they are already located there
and are needed to create business for
the eastern divisions of the line. This
seagacious transcontinental line which
is officered by ex-Americans makes
a special effort to secure American
farmers because they are recognized
as the best type obtainable and it
they can only be Induced to cross
the line, in the language of the Op-
timist, ““the question of Imperial re-
sponsibility can go hang.”

That the American s perfectly
free to let this responsibility *go
hang." and Is even alided in the act
by the Weslern Canadians themselves,
is apparent from an Incldent men-
tloned by the writer In which two
Canadians were discussing the quali-
fications of & certailn man for a cer-
tain position. “He calls himself an
American,” sald one, “"but I believo
he s a damn Englishman'™ The
writer in commenting on the Incldent
states that he never Jdn the United
States heard as much open prejudice

‘of

1 know,

against Englishmen as is heard in

Canada. *I attribute It)'" =ald he, "to
the subject of Canada's alleged Tm-
perial responsibility. Deep In the

average Canadian heart exists a re-
aentment against the British impllca-
tion that Canada must come
through."

As further {llustration of the feeling
the Canadians agalnst ‘“‘coming
through™ wjth' any contributions to
the imperial navy, it #a noted that
a prominent Canadian publicly de-
clared., “the West wants box cars,
not battleships.'” This sentiment I8
agaln refiected by the Optimist
writer, who sums up the situation In
the statement that “Canada has a
world of landed area to subdue and

develop. She has, west of Manitoba,
newly discovered room for the pop-
ulation of the  _British Isle She is

at work with feverish energy at ite

development. She s losing Interest
in England’s brown Inheritance In
India; losing Interest in England's

probiem, In the deep, absorblng study
of her own."

This kind of talk would have been
regarded as treasonable a few ¥yearse
ago, but this courageous Canadian
goea still further and openly predicis
the early birth of an Independent Ca-
nadian nation. He follows this pre-
dictlon with the startling questlon:
‘““What onther conclusion can ynu glean
from the drift of the times, from the
tacit declination of Parliament to con-
tribute ships or money to the imperial
defense? She could not thus decline
and imply acceptance of continued
British protéection. She proceeds to
build her own defense. Was there
aver a declaration of Independence
that declarsqd more?"

This remarkable political condition
in Western Canada ean hardly fail to
have a dlsquleting effect among the
loyal Britons and a correspondingly
pleasing effect on the American in-
raders, who have certainly been ac-
tive In spreading the gospel of free-
dom In their naw homes.

WHY I8 A COMET'S TAIL?

As Halley's comet in lts fearsome
advance draws nearer to the earth,
timorous interest in lis tall grows
desper. Nobody seems to poy much
attention to Its head. Evervbody
wants to know what the tall Is and

whether or not it is likely to annihil-

ate the population of the earth., Pro-
fessor R, K. Duncan, of Kansas Unl-
versity, has just published a book

which supplies answers to these ques-
tions. The comet's tall, he says, con-
sists of sooty dust thrown out by the
head, as the sun heats it. The partl-
cles ara yvory fine, and they are driven
away from the sun and made to form
a ‘tall by the force of light. Most
people will shy at this. Light has no
fmpulsive force. If It had any, how
could It continue to batter away at the
senzitive éyve and still cause no pain?
Thus the scorner. But he 8 mis-
taken. Light_  strikes wvery foebly
against things, but it has some force,
enough to twist a thin gold leaf hung
In & vacuum: by o fine wirse,

On heavy hodles It produces no ef-
fact. The slight impulse is taken up
by their mass and lost. But very
small bodies. like dust particles, have
not much mass, or weight. On the
ather hand, their surfifce 1s reintively
Iarge. The smuller a particie be-
comas the greater grows jis surface in
comparigson swith its weight. In other
words, much light strikes it and its
resistance tp the impulsive force is
almost nothing. Therefore, like an
evil spirit, it fQees before the llght and
the smaller It |z the faster It goes.

This s why a comet's tail shoots
out so rapldly., It is alseo the reason
why It always pointa away from the
sun. ‘That is the direction in which
light travels. Finally, it is the reason
why the tail of a comet never harmed
anybody and never can.

BOYS AND GIRLS IN HIGH SCHOOLS,

Job Wood, statistician In the office
of State Superintendent of Publle Ed-
ucation, of California, has, by careful
obzervatlon reached the conclusion
that boys and girla of our public
schools should be segregated In theilr
studlies and association. That is8 to
say that there should be high schools
for boys and high schools for girls,
Thia segregation is urged strictly In
the Interest of boys who, as this au-
thority belleves, do not have a fair
show, when at the “awkward age"
they dare put Iln competition with girls
In study, manners and personal ap-
pearancsa,  ““Put boys by themselves,'
he urges, “and they will work to excel
thelr class mates, In that way bringing
out what there is itn them."”

There |s something in this, no doubt.
We are all familiar with the argu-
ments on the other slde, of how girls
tend to refipe boys and teach them to
be mannerly; how boys, from natural
pride, will strive to get higher marks
than the girls in thelr class, ete., ete.
But the fact remailns that in the larger
clties of the country It has been found
ta be both wise and expedient to seg-
regate the boys and girls in the high
schools—not for the good of the boys
alone, but for the benefit of the girls,
alag.

The question s a simple and nai-
ural oane that should be considered
without prejudica, discus=ed without
heat and declded In accordance with
the knowledee of & human nature that
is neither good nor bad, but that at
the adolescent stage needs to be taught
asome things that are not found In
books. '

IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS,
Indlscriminate immigration
cost. this country unnumbered
Hons through the lawlessness, worth-
lessness and “general cussedness’’ of
large numbers of that horde of lgnor-
ant and viclous aliens who have
poured into this country under our
present rather loose laws. The an-
nuanl report of (Commissioner-General
Keefe, o synopsis of which appeared
in The Oregonian yesterday, urges
the adoptlon of more stringent meas-
ures for shutting out undesirables,
Incidentally, the Commlissloner sug-
gests a method for shutting out also
some desirables who might be ex-
pected to compete with labor already
here. He is In favor of “'‘permitting
the {mportation of alien skilled labor-
ers If labor of like kind unemployed
cannat be found here.” To admit this
clasg of labor, however, it ls provided
that the consent of the Becretary of
Commerce and Labor should be ob-
talned In advance. Any one at all fa-
miliar with labor unlon methods In
this country can readily understand
that there will be no positlons avalla-
bile that home talent cannot flL
Mr. Keefe makes an excellent sug-
gestion In the proposal that all male
allens between the ages of 16 and 50
be required to pass & physical exam-
Ination equal to that observed by
Army requirements. We cannot al-

has
mil-

ways determine the moral disabliities ‘f

which make undesirables out of many
of the low-browed forelgners entering
our ports, but the ph¥sically unfit can
be rejected without much difficulty.
Another striking economic feature
of the report lies in the fgures on
naturallzation certificates lssued last
vear. The principal part of this work
was transacted in New York, Penn-
sylvania, Illinols and Massachusetts,
the sections in which Immigration Is
less needed or desired than any-
where else In the United States. It
would be Impessible to determine
how far the newcomers are affectad
for good or bad by the unfortunate
environment in which they land in
this country. Certain it is, there can
be nothing very attractive or encour-
aging for an Incoming alien, flushed
with the hopes of picking up some
of the "“easy money'” which all Euro-
peans expect to find here, to land In
such congested Iabor centers as can
be found nowhere In this country ex-
cept In the states mentloned. IT some
system could be perfected for distrib-
uting this labor throughout the West
It would be advantageous alike to the
West, which needs the labor; te thae
East, which does not neéed It, and to
the laborer himsesif, who needs em-

plovment.

Nenerable Claus Spreckels, =stern
and unforgiving, went to his grave
with hatred In his heart for his own
flesh and bhlood. All of the milllonsa
which were plled up by the sugar
king and his sons were Insufficlent
ta keep the famlily skeletons from
dancing out of the closet and ‘parad-
ing before the public. But now the
courts have decided that the man
of milllons, so far as It had a finan-
cial bearing on his family, could not
carry his hatred beyond the grave.
The mighty fortune he bulit up must

he divided equally between the sons
he favored and those he cast off.
The widow of the dead millionaire

and the mother of the warring chil-
dren passed from earth on the day
the court rendered the declsion which
set aside the will. For at least two

aof the family, the possesslon of so0
many milllons Is no longer a source
of trouble and scandal, “Vanity of

vanities," etc.

Out of the mass of fool wagers by
which men are expected to hreak rec-
ords in walking, riding, eating, drink-
ing, talking, etc., shines “like a good

deed In a naunghty world,” that of
wealthy Mr. Van Flest of Elmira,
N. Y. Mr. Van Fleet wagered $10,000

that he could work for two years as
a common laborer and save £400. He
won the bat and had $569 margin to
spare. The best job he had during
the two years was driving a milk
wagon at $§40 a month. As a demon-
strator of the world-old fact thnt
thrift and Industry still bring their
rewards, Mr. Van Fleet s & public
benefactor. If some skeptical student
aof political economy s deslrous of
learning how many men there are in
Portland who dp not care to save
$400 In two years by hard worlk, all
that is necessary Is for him to attempt
to hire some of the street corner jnw-
samiths with £40 A month as the hest
job offered,

The extent to which the eleatrie lnae
is encroaching on the preserves of the
steam roand is shown in a statement
In yesterday's news dispatches relat-
ing the experience of a man who trav-
eled from SByracusze, N. Y., to 8t. Louls
by a roundabout route through gzev-
eral states, in which he used eloctrie
llnes for a distance of 1889 miles out
of a total of 1740 miles traveled, His
return trip s to be made over electric
lines, and wlill cover 1000 miles, The
eélectric road, especially in the West,
has always proved an excellent devel-
oper of new traffic. and it is not im-
probable that a greater portion of the
vast network of lines in the Fast are
supported by new business that they
have éncouraged. Eventually, how-
ever, the trolley, with lts economy of
operation and general utility in local
work, will make serlous inroads on
the revenues of the steam ronds.

While Clatsop and Tlllamook Coun-
tles are preparing to spend unusually
large amounts for road work during
the coming season, In order that travel
and traffilc may be expedited, Yamhill
County 1Is reportéd to  have leased
twelve miles of the Sheridan road lead-
ing to the Tillamoeok County line to
persons who will eperate-it ps a toll-
road, The tollroad has never been
a popular Institutlon In thls countiry,

and, while there are isolated casges
where the enterprise of the private
citizen in bullding a Yoad through a

bad streteh of country should be re-
warded with the privilege of taking
toll from travelers, It seams hardly
proper that a County Court should
lease any of the highwavs already
bullt for exploltation by private Indl-
viduals. The tollroad to Tillamook
will hardly prove popular.

After repeated postponements, the
celebrated Southern Pacific-Union
Paclfic merger case is at last on trial
in New York. If It should be estab-
lished by the testimony that these two
roads, for the greater part of Uneir
length, several ‘hundred miles apart,
should be dissolved from commaon
ownership, there may be a chance tn
break up some of the merged roads in
the East, which are located within a
mile or two of each other.

Mr. Wehrung, it 1s sald, since quit-
ting the Oregon exhibit at Seattle and
the Livestock show at Portland, will
start a2 bank. In that business he
ought to get all that's coming his way,

The clalm of the United States to
regulate the construction and opera-
tion of bridges wholly within a state
goes too far. It makes a very (rouble-
some situation at Portland.

Mr, CGlavis thinks a tremendous
public responsibility rests on his
shoulders. It makes & blg man of

him, and the lesser responsibility of
husband does not count.

Democrats can get back [from the
Jeffries-Johnson prizefight next July
in full time to keep close watch on
the Republican assembly.

Appointment of Peary as Rear-Ad-
miral would bring the polar contro-
versy home ta a lot of resentful Navy
officers.

With Dr. Cook reported In the
Southern Hemisphere, the quest for
the South Pole becomes nlarming.

inhabltants

No oldest have come

forth to tell about the Winter of Hal-
ley's comet's preceding visit.

I am,

EAST SIDE'S POPULATION.

. ——
Some Fuets Which Bear on Proposed

Location of Auditorfum,
PORTLAND, Fe¢b 1IB.—~To thsa Edi-
tor.)—In your issue of this morning
B. 8 Josselyn, Iin discussing a loca-
tion for the proposed suditorium says:
“The aaditorium should be located =o
that it will have the benefit of the
gEreatest possible proportiom of tha
elty’'s ear service., For that reason the
Lewls and Clark Falr grounds are
admirably niged, The auditorium
should ndt be located on the East Sida
because of the difficulty of getting
large humbers of persons across the
bridges.”
In saying
that Mr.

these things 1t (s evident
Josselyn (s speaking not =so
much for the peopla of Portland, as
for the WPortland, Railway, Light &
Power (o, whose falthful servant he
Is. For at least four-fifths of the peo-
ple of Portland the lociation proposed
would be one of the most Inconvenient
that could be named. To reach it every-
hody would have to contribute to the
Portland Rallway., Light & Power Co.
Does Mr, Josselyn reallze where the
peoplé of Portland llva? Twoes he real-
iz that cven Holinday Park, an Enat
Slde park. lles west of a line drawn
north and south through the middle of
Portland? Does he realige that at least

25.000 ‘more poople live on the KEast
Side than on the Wast Side? Doea he
not know that for the last two or

three years for every residence permit
issued for the West Sids there have
been ten Issued for the East Side? Doos
he reslize that sven at the preacnt rate
(and the percentage Is coertaln to he
incraased). that there will be =oon at least
100,000 more people on the East Side
than on the West? What will bhe the
situation In ten years, or in 20 vears?
Why thon doos he say: “the suditoriom
ahould mnot be located on the HBast
Side hecause of tha difficulty of getting
large numhbers of persons across the
bridgesa?™

The “large numbers’”™ are on
Slde. Even ignoring the main wenk-
nesa of his suggestion, brideges of the
proposed width and helght of the new

the East

Stes]l and Broadway bridges will offar
absclutely no obstruction te car traf-
fic and practicelly no obstruction to
river traffic. Our friends of the West
Side should begin to realize that the
East Side iz no longer the tall of the
dog. The groatest number of the
finest homes In Portland are to be, not
in her western suburb, but in the main

city, on the Hast Side. In Holladay and
Irvington and Alameda Park and Rose
City and Laurelhurst and stretching
#ll the way from Walnut Prark onne?
Pledmont to Eastmaoreland on the
south. The perople who are to fill your
auditorium nare to come largely from
thess homes, and among them Mr,
Joaselyn's proposition that they buy
buttong for an auditorium at Linntom,

or the Lewis and Clark Falr grounds,

will not, as he suggests, “run ke wild-

fire” Ly any manner Of MCoANE.
CHARLES B. MOORES,

Orcgon Trust Bank Affairs,

.
PORTI.AND, Feh, 14—i{To the Editor.)—
Notlelng the great cradit the derman-Amar-
fvan tank mand ifin officinls sesem o azsume
for the manner In which thay have mat
thoelr Habilitles ax conneected with thelr
assumpilon of the aAssets and Habilities of
the Oregon Trust & Suvings Hank, 1 would
Iike to ask Mr. Willls why? Numnrous vie-
tima of that Iate institution, who, In ac-
cordance with tho pssurances held out o
them that by subseribhing to and taking
tolephone hondy they would enahle the banj
te pay oul dollar for dollar. and farther,
by the ndeice of Roacelver Devlin and ot
ere In tha German-Amasrican Hank
prompted to take Home Telephone bonds of
Omabna, have not been incluged Ip thin dend
anil recelved equal recognition with the de
ponitors, who not only stood back, but even
constantly anneving and ohetructing the
means put forth far thelr protection T
o Jlks Eross injukticn At this time,
ially when, according (o your columns
of recent Jdate,. the Bankers® Association of
thin city was willing to negotiate this loan,
providing those who had subseribed for
honds and helped Mr. Willis and the Ger-
man-American, Bank to mottle those affalrs,
were prolegted also, that this proposition
wax turned down by Mr. Willisa and his
nanncinten. SUBSCRIBER

Myr. Willls refused to make any stnta-

mont last night In regard to the above
lettay, saying that he knew nothing
ahout the matter,

“The telephone honds wers not ra-
deemed at the bank.” he sald. “far the
simple reason that the German-Amer-

Ican bank had nothing to do with them.
That 15 an entirely different matter.
1 know nothing about it, 50 [ cannot
expresa any opinlon regarding (v

Mr. Willls was asked if he knew
any agreement that Mr. Devin had
made or congldered, and replied:

“1 know nothing about Mr. Deviin's
affulirs™

of

Not Lincoln, But Barnwm.

Letter in London Spectator, Janunry 290,
Silr—In your article on "The Elecitions
S0 Far,” In Inst week's Spectator, you
refer to “Abraham Lincoln's great pri
eiple that though you may fool somo of
the people all the time, and all the people
soms of the time, you can not foonl all
tha people all the time." In the Interests
of pecuracy, It may be worth whlle to
point out that thers s no ground what-
ever for the popular attribution of this
maxim to Lincoln. Its authorship was In-
vestigated o few years ago by Mr, Spof-
ford, the assistant llbrarian of Congress,
who could find no trace of it In any of
the great, President's speeches, papors,
letters, or recorded sayings. Nelther Mr.
Hay nor Mr. Nicolay, the joint authors
of the standard blography of Lincoln,
knew anything ahout it. Mr. Spoftord’s
Inguiries led him to thoe conclusion that
the originator of this much-quoted son-
tence wns  Mr. Phineas T. Barpum
whoss guulifications for generallzing on
fuch a subject every one must recognize.
sir, ote

HERBERT W.

HORWILL.

What Investigntions Concenl.
Boston Traveler

The more investigations they have In
Congress of Balllnger, beef trusts, boost-
ers of prlees, conservation consplracics,
rallrond ratea and all the things= agltallng
the public thw better the Congressmon
will llke {t, for then nobody will have
time to monkey with the tariff or Con-
gressional extravagance or the thvgs
that count, The situation parallel in
that of a man sick unto death; everybody
Is anxious to Enow the cause of his -
neas; bacterinlogists analyze the waler of
the house: sanitary engineers examlae the
plumbing: this one does this and that
one does that; and by the time the name
and origin of the sickness are identified
the pationt !s dead and the undeértuker
has & job. Great are Investigations.

Very Simple Reception for T. R,
Indianapollis Star.

Mr. Roosevelt 1s sild to have congented
to accept a reception on his return home
provided it tnkes plreco on the day of his
arrival and ls a simple atfalr. The sim-
pllcity of It I8 already Indicated by the
expectation that every boat of every sort
about the harbor or within a hundred
milex of It. except the ferryboats. will
inwist on Jolning the water craft proces-
slon that will go out to meet his ship. As
far the land parade, that may be simple,

too, if numbers do not count.
Will Not Imitnte Hoosevelt.
Baltimore Sun.
At any rate, there nesd be no fear

that T. R., on landing In New York, will
rollow the example of a former proml-
nent home-comer and put his foot in his
mouth as soon 83 he opens it
The Optimist.
Tit-Blts.

Small Boy—Pna, what is an optimist?

Pa—An optinist, my son, Is 8 man who
doesn't care a rap what heppens so thiat
it doesn’t happen to hime

were |

‘rected

CLEAR REVIEW OF THE HERMANN TRIAL

Exact Statement of the Charges and Analywis of the Testlmony for and
Agulnst the Defendant—Value of and Imporiance of the Meldrum Story,

Thia summary of the Hermann trial was
written for the Dmlias Observer by a lawyer
who was a spectator in the Faderal Jourt
during many days of ths procesdings, It Is
s0 cléean and impartial as to be worthy of
reproduation in The Oregonlan

PORTLAND, Féh. 14.—The great Hear-
mann trial Is ended, as far as'the first
trinl is concerned, with a hung Jury.

The charge, divested of its legal
verbiage, wias that In 1901 Binger Her-
mann, F. P. Mays annd others conspired
to purchase a lot of state land In the
Blus Mountains, then create n forest re-
serve and thus, having their iand taken
from them, get scrip In Its place worth
about §6 an were.

The plan as claimed by the Govern-
ment was that Mays would purchase a
large jot of state land at $1.25 an acre,
pay one-third down., get o reserve oreat-
ed out of thelr land, thus antitling them
to the serip. It was within the saspe-
cial Juriadiction of Mr. Hermann, ns
Commissioter of the General Land Of-
flee, to create forest reserves,

- . .

Mr, Heney claimed that Hermann wans
ambitious to become Unlited States Sen-
ator from Oregon,; that he was very
anxlous to gecure the politieal support
of Mr. Mays; that this could be sacured
by placng Mays under personal ohliga-
tlon to him; that to do so. Hermann
must be Inpattentive to the Government
Interests by doing a lawful thing for an
unjust or wrongful purpose. In other
words, that It was perfectly lawful for
Mr. Hermann to createo i forest reserve,
but that It was evidently a “stand In"
to ereate one In the exnet spot where
Mr. Mays had accidentally (7)) pur-
chased a large lot of state land, worth
but Httle In the markst and of still less
value for private holding, but vary
valuable when It became represented by
sorip that could be used In =securing
from the Governmont an equal numhber
of acres of valuable land elsewhere and
uged by the holder in securing title to
such land, The Government did not
clalm that Hermann was to henefit
financially, but rather, Incidentally, In
furtheripng bis political amblition.

It appesared from the testimony of
Henry Meldrum that Hermann entared
into the arrangement with Mavs,
defensa clalmed in this connection
Hormann had published In The Ore-
gonian an Interview In which he took
strong ground agalnst the creatlion of
nny more foreat regerves, and niso had
in evidenecs the reports of Mr. Hermann
to Congress against the creation of re-
serves,

Mr. Heney asked the fury to conslder
thiz question: “If Mnpys and others
belleved Hermann sincere, or, In other
words, If they did not know what Her-
mann would do, would they have spent
Inrge sums of money Iin purchasing land
that the evidenes showed was not worth
60 cents an acre?’

The Government attorney contanded
etrenuonsly for the truth of Meldrum's
testimony: in fact, this testimony was
the storm center of the case. The de-
fensa soudht to attncek It by wvarious
meang. One witness was very positive
that no convorsation was had by her
and Meidrum, except shoe said: I ap-
plied once for a position in Meldrum's
offlos. I never talked with him but
once, and nll of ths conversation was
simply nsking him If he had w placea for

that

me, He snid ‘ne. I told him good-day
and nover called again.'” The proscou.
tion had proved some very damaging

things as having been sald by thls wit-
nesa to Meldrum, and the witness was
gonfronted with letters written by Her-

mann in which he referred to her jet-
tars to him about having called twice
to sea Meldrum and sbout a lengthy

vonversation she reported to Hermann
ax having bad with Meldrum.

All through the case, to every little
conversation and every litle contradic-
tlon, npprrant or real, Lthg respective
nttorneyn dlrected thelr Aargument.
Nothing escaped either =slde Much
amusoment was created hy some of
Hoermann's letters to Brownell, Loomis
and Ormsby, In which he asked thelr
support for Senator,

- - -

Mr. Hermann's coross - examination
waakened Him guite materially—not in
any one thing he said, but in his seem-
fng lack of frankness, If Innocent.
Heney mada much of this. The defense

SAW THE HALLEY

Portlnnd Veternn Gives Hin Impressions
of the Colestinl Visitor.
PORTLAND, Fab, 14.—(To the Edit-
or-)—Having noticed from time to time
many comments on the Halley comet,
1 had the good fortune Lo gaze upon
its passages for many evanlngs as It

traversoed tho heavens in 1836

1 was living at that time In the
village of Willlamsburg, 12 miles south
of Dayton, ©Ohio, and there was no
appreciable disturbance  noticed Lo
elthér man, beast or fowl. Some peo-
ple I think lost a few hens from the
night gnzers, hut I think this loss
could neot he attributed to the comet.
Now as to what may happen at this
time ! am not compatent to judge, but
those who are fortunate to view the
comet's appearanca this year will have
something to store in thelr memories
for &ll time, as its magnificent grand-
eur was simply indescribable on its
former appearance. 17 the comeot car-
ries out it former programimg Wwihen
the enrth passes through the tihil of
the comet, there may be a brilllant
dispiay of what may seem falling stars,
serves me [

COMET IN I535.

but a8 far as my memory
recall no disaster of any kind,
WILLIAM MORTON.

Steering Boats By Wireless.

According to the Franklfort Gazette,
poms succeastul axperiments weora reooant-
ly cnrrigd don at Nuremberk by the tHrm
of Wirth. Beck & Knnuss in steering a
motorbont by meeng of wireless teleg-
raphy.. At the Ulghthouse on the Inks
they erected the anlennae and on the
bridge they installed the trunsmitting ap-
pRIMtus, On the bhoat the wire was
stretched  betwesn two masis, 13 feet In
helght and 18 feet apart. The receiving
appiaratus was fitted In the forepart of
the boat., and In the stern were the
switeh and electrie steering gear. In the
course of the trinis the boat was made
to desecribe curves to the right or left
and to turn sharply In either direction.
The object of the tests was to prove that
It was possible to transmit signals to an
intermediata point, and thence, as di-
by n shoroe station, to control the
stetring gear on board a vesssl,

Quaker Meditatlons.
Philadelphla Record.

The hardest thing to beat in
is your way through life.

The trouble with self-confdence is Lhat
i=n't always backed up by abllity.
Just becauss & man's sympathles arn
enlisted is no reason why he should draw
a ponsion.

Our casties in the
the form of tho
apartment-house.

Some people are such sticklers for form
that thoy wouldn't even go to work with-
out an engraved Invitation.

When a fellow who has sand proposes

this warld

it

alr frequently

to a girl who |s as sweet as sugar, It
ought to make a successful mixture.
By this time the average man has

broken =all the resolutions he muade at
New Year's, and a few he didn't make.
Henrtless Woman.
Houston Post
There are some very heartless women
in this world. A New York waman prose-
cuted a man who kissed her, even after
he explained that he was attracted not
only by her beauty but By her hat, which
was the prettlest he ever saw,

The |

tnkes |
top foor of a 16-story |

devoted much attentien to Maels
and bitterly assailed his testimo ns
that of one s8till having two indictments
hanging over hilm

The defonse hod - leading
man of Oregon testl 1% th Hermann's
Bood reputation for honi and It 3

v of the

prassed home with erf
Intent of two of the
nosaex to force Mr |51
public life. One witnes;
damaging In his testimony
was shown to havs

of Hyde and
while holding a confidentinl p
in the Land Office under
This man ‘was cleariy =h
scoundrel, not oniy by hi
slon, but by documentary ov

AMuch was
concerning
but thix was anxwersd
by citing the fact
thing for a candldate
out inducements In the way of
promises of friendship o
are, A large number of
oourtroom, who had he
testimony. expressed a
Hermann's acquittnl

In his charge to th
Wolverton said it was not 1
that there should have hoen AN expross
understanding among Alayvs,
nnd others to consiitute a
but that If there was a
standing that Hermanm §
tain things for his part the furlher-
BancH of tha COMMOn purpose, i 3
would he sufficlent evidenca of a con-
spiracy,
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Hermann.
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In many wnays the caxe
Hermann ls a sad one.
vears the defendant b
known public man. He
when a hoy, worked on o in tau
gchool, nnd eduonted himsal
ver. IHe was made Deput Caolinctor of
Internal Revenue, a
celver of the Land
and A Congrossmoan
yvoars., 1{e was appointed «
of the General Land Office
MceKinley Resigning this office, he re-
turned to Oregon amnd was vie
fi1l out the unexplred term
who had defeated him for
1896, Was again electe
but before his term
dieted the United 1
on o charge of conpspiring to
the state and Government. For flys
vonrs this indictment g over
and, after s telal of flve wWoe
must undergo theg
. . -
During all the
noe ane has ever chargs
: not honest tnoall his finaneind o
No

nE .
For noptly Al
heon

came o (hrezaon

State Sennd
Office
from (

by

Wt
agaln

ordeal

Vears Rl g
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one hing evor clanimed t

I hix varionus ke
of then, except whnt hel
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him by right. While men Joked ahe
11 hnndsl

his suave manners fnd |

while others questioned
his friendship, his roal
was never quastioned ’
wie for one, nobt ¢ven politlenl n
porter, Lo listen to the terrible arcalgn
ns the Governmaont (R AT ol
nro } ™ it i
infies LS i
clitimerd, it ¥ re
to know that these attorney Inlrned
any purpose of Mr, Hermann to galr
money by what tl / aertend W “
plan on his part t st hl 1 of
duty whilae his al 1 1 pul dis-
honest do 5 o 018
Bad, In« a, A 1.8 onrl '
voears of age, surr unided by Y
and children, =itting In the UL TONT
while the nttorneyd for the Governmand
charged him with betrag af his truast
to galn pallitieal Influenee How roapt
his attention 0 +£vears word! Ataln,
turn to wateh him as hils wtliorped
went over Lhe [eatimonk Bullding up
thedr theory that all he gid wan for the
public good, showing up the motive of
those whn sought hin ruin What «

have heoan his thoi

out of thea courtronn, € Y

in the hands of thess 13 man r

fate. Would it be MceNalll's Isin
Alsgrac or would It bhe freed
his home in Rosehurg?

Gulity, Binger Hermann's punisfument
hns bean g Lt Innocent, tha wrong
done him can never Le righted
HE WORKS AT 7¢ WITHOUT MEAT
W. B, Pridgen Has Heen an Vegetariam

Twenty Years and Labored Daily.

Ran=as Clty Siar
I hax :
in ull ¢

old and -

man h I

Ame -

longe .

would

los meat

A Eriz

y bearded man the fore
golng advice. Ho Is a wagon n * anid
his fellow workmen say W, H FPridgen
can do as I work as any of théem i
splta of hils gray ir and brow wrinkl
with ng And Pridgen says it's all be-
cause he hasn't eaten mie

Mr. Pridgen lives nt i Fast Four-
teenth street He s wald nt the
Paulham Wagon Wi Filteanth
‘streot and Gartleld as

“1I hinve 1 A veet
he sald It s been
Meat In any fonn
me, g0 1 simply
born on & farm in We used to
hnve meat on the table three tlm Y
day but I would never yuch I, sven
when a child. Thanks E I would t
all the "triming’ and s other o
get rid of the turkey. hey sald 1 wa
‘queer.” Poerhaps 1 was, but 1 have. out-

Uved all my brothors,

“*When I served ithrough the Civil War
I I wounld

with the Ninety-firat 11l

trade my bacon for
‘hard tack." Once or
meat because 1 could
but ¥ know I have not
10 pounds of moat of &
tire life. The lust time I
20 years ago, on my @th birthday
niversary. Soma friends persuads
to e#t o dish of breakfust bLacors
looked corlsp and smelled nle
didn't like it Your slzziing stenlks
no charm for me
“What do I est? Any
are plenty of them more appe

noks
sugar

twics
Bl nid
walen
y ki
touc

veRel

meal. And biscuits. The nu

cuits 1T have enten In my Il »
almost as remarkable HH the null
amownt of meat. My advice to working-
nen would be, *EHat less mont If you
can’'t do without it altogether, cut down
on the amount. You will llve longer and

be happler.

Lonaf Bread n Modern Food,
London Chronlcle,

It s perhaps worth recall
art of baking loaves-came 1
late In history Flnt onkes
even in the earllest times
the beginning of the
bread was comparntively
miany parts of the Continent.
for Instance, when an E i
ordered loaves to the value
enburg the baker stipulated f
in advance, on the ground thy
never able to sell them In
they wers left on Mg hands,

bies the

The Punishment for the Crime.
The Speotator (Portiand)
Binger Hermann seems to he on L

for having an ambition to go to t
United States Ssnate. If all our cit-
{zens simlilarly minded Waore found
guilty of that offense weo have
to close our hotels and more
penitentlaries,




