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LUXURIES BECOME NECESSARIES,

The remark that the real remedies
for the high cost of living are more
Industry and less extravagance offers
the only s=uggestion that be of
real value in this fleld of inquiry. The
inquiry belfore the committee of Con-
gress will produce merely a mass of
confusinge detalls, which the committea
wiil have neither the industry nor tho
courags to digest or sum ups It s not
o comfortabie truth, tnik about
more Industry and less oxiravagancs
ns the real! remedies for high cost of
living: and the committes theréfore
cannot be expected to the root
of the matter., Tt w an  im-
mense mass of testim . but reach no
vonclusion worth anything.

It has often been remarked that the
Iuxyries of one ags becomse the neces-
garies of the next. This is true now to
a greater degree than at any former
time In the economic life of mankind.
The “‘decent Jliving” of today was o
Iakurious lving not so very long ago.
Thig inevitably great cause of
high pri It has an immense effoct
on the humbler industries., which e
at the hase of production. It crentes
deslre to to avoid them,
and cauzes advance of wage service in
the industries that produce neces-
saries, as well as Iin those which minias
ter to luxuarious desire, All prices rise,
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therefore, with Increasge of wants and
with use of means to gratify them.
Nothing else can reasonably be ex-
pected,

Recently the trade Journal known as
the Technlecal Waorld presented a list of
things onoe known na luxurles or su-

perfluities, and wvery sparingly used,
but now the people of the United
States spond on . them not less
than $2,600,000,000 annually. Look
at this =chedule: Buropean trips,
$170,000,000; ryallroad Ppleasgre trips
and Pullman fores, $1730,024,2268;

theaters and other amusemoents, $2
000,000; yachts, $25,.401,.114; automo-
bileg, $110,000,000; carringes, $656.760.-
278; planos, $43.000,000; taiking muo-
chines, $16,000,000; amMunition and
fireworks, $21.830,821; lguare, mineral
and soda waters, $605,921,000; cigars,
tobaceo and smokers’ nrticles, $358,.-
885.504:; ndy, $101,578,000; biilard
tabips, §2 perfumery and cos-

maeatlcs, $12,253,256; jowelry, $93.806,-
443; imported millinery, $15.¢ S02;
laces and embrolderies (Imported),

$33,611,010:. =llky, $197,850,000; im-
ported tovs, $7,206,423;: fancy artic
“not specifed” (domestic only), $11,-
861,613,

The total here is nearly $2,.500,000, -
000 & year. No ltem in it that was not
ance deemeoed a “superfinity.*
thils Het are all necessary foold, clothing
and other supplles, about which com-

Outeide

plaint of high cost s made. The lat-
&8st thing Is that the common broom
for the house (8 polng up to throe;

porhaps four, prices, beonuse of scnre-
ity of broaomecorn, of wood for handles,
and higher cost of labor.

OVERLOOKING THE FACTS

The 8pakane Spokesman-Review, in
objecting to The Oregonlan's comment
on the terminal rate controversy, con-
tinues to Ignore unplenaant facts and at
the same time Xeops up o pleasant flir-
tatlon with gnuzy theories. Quoting
The Oregonlan’s statement that “water
competition, even with the high local
mates bick from the const, already en=
shles the Const Jjobbers to send frefght
far inland at muoch lower rates than
can be made By any all-rall route,” the
Bpokane paper asserts: "It (s manifest-
Iy unsound for The Oregonlan to say
that t¢he rallroads cannot afford to
carry transcontinental frelght to Spo-
kane at terminal rates. This is con-
clusiviels |I‘h¢r-r-n-r\\'i by thelr eagerness
to haul frelght 400 miles farther rfor
terminal rates, for profits which are
neceasarily less than they would earn
on business varried to Spokane at
terminnal rates

The Oregoninn based its assertion
regarding the Inabllity of the rallroads
to compéaete successfully avith the water
carriers on actunl transactlons.” To be
specific, ehull not clta the af
the Spokane drugdealers, hnrdware
men, dry gpoeds merchants, or any of
the Iarge numbers of Spokune jobbers
who ship Ea frelgh tho wister
route to Po nd. The Spokesman-
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Review mig plend lack of knowledge
of the rouls over which their freight
wos maoving, We ahall, necordingly,
take tp the Hem of printer's ink, a
commaodlty whith moves In carload
lots'and Is very des bie frelght. The

business records of
view will show that

e Spokesmaon- Re-

the water route
from the East offers so much lower
rates than the rail route that the pi-
per saves about ¥ a car by shipping
its Ink from New York to Portland
by avater, and thence to Spokane by
rall. There is no the about this
transaction. It Is a col rd, com-

maercial proposition that o not be ex.
plained away by all the quibble and
sabterfuge and sophistry that the
Spokesman-Review can print in a cen-
tury.

I the water route to Portland en-
mbles the publisher to save $54 a car
an his ink after paying the freight for
# 400-mile rail haul &after the Ink
reaches Portland, Is It not plain beyvond
the mecesnity of argument that Port-
iand has at Jenst the advantage of that
400-mile rail haul? Is It not egually
piain that, in order for the railroads
to Fecure any business that will permit
them to bring loaded cars west of Spo-
kan# to be returned with iumber and
other Const products, they most meet
this watcer rate, or cease to deo busi-
neas?T No one questions the briliiant
statement of the mman-Review
that, “"onve Spokane wing {te fight for
terminal rates, it will enter upon an
ra of wonderful trade expansion that

Spol
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must unltimately make it the largest
city ln the Pacific Northwest.”

As the only possible method by
which these' rates could be secured
would be by taking the blg ocean lin-
ers up to the foot of Spokarne Fxlls to
discharge thelr cargoes, that ““won-
@erful trade expansion” must still de-
pend on the great natural resources
with which Spokane has been favarad,
The sooner Sponkane ceases thls twad-
dle about terminal rates and joins with
the Coast elties In a2 demand for lower
rates fram the coast ports to the In-
terior, tha better it will be for -nll
concerned.

THE TROUBLE AT ROME
Now . that the Methodists in Rome
have discovered & way to embarrass
public men who happen to yisit that
city, they seem dlsposed 1o miake the

most of Iit. Mr. Roosevelt is to be
forced 1o choosse between “Protes-
tantlsm®™ and the Pope, as Mr. Falr-

banks did, and, no doubt, every pub-
e muin who appears. n Rome here-
pfter must take sides. There has not
been such a grand opportunity In a
iong time for a bunch of frresponsible
seunlots to thrust.religion Into politics,

Since Mr, Roosevelt s not & Metho-
dist there s no emphatic reason why
he should seek out the Methodlst
school In Rome for a visit: Judging
from the sense displayed by its man-
sgers . in the Falrbanks incldemt ft
cannot be 2 wery interesting place.
With the Forum, the Cellseum, the
urt galleries and nll the other fascl-
nating, placea and things to ook at,
one can hardly imagine an intelligent
traveler wasting t!me on that obscute
little school unless he expects to win
votes at home by doing it On the
other hand, we cannot imagine any
Methodist voter in this country per-
mitting the fact that a man did or
dld not wvislt the church college in
Home to Influence him.

The cry that travelers will “show
thelr lovalty o Protestantlsm" by
visiting this [ntrusive lttle school is
Idlotie. If a person cannot sesa both
the school and the Pope, and It seems
bhe cannot, he displays Inflnite good
sense ln preferring the Pope. Religlon
does not enter Into the matter at all.
The Pope 16 4 historical figure. He ls
pérhaps the mo#t Important personsge
In the worid. It s in very bad taste
for the Methodist sehool In Roms to
make it difficult for travelers of that
church (o call upon him

THE DEATH-DEALING TAIL
Sclentine opinifon from other sources

does not support Professor Booth's
prophecy of disaster and death from
the tall of Halley's comet. The Call-

fornia savant anticlpates thet mast of
mankind will perish in & month or two
when the celestinl portent sweens
across the earth. The chmet's tall,
contalning ¢yanogen gas, will deal out
death to all who breathe 1t, and since
there will be nothing else to breathe,
how shall we escape?

Others, perhaps quite ns wise an
Professor Hooth, do not forabode such
swoeping destruction. The tall may
Kill a few wvictims, It la admitted, but
they will be selected with diserimina-
ton and thelr end will be ensy. Cyaono-
gen kills_quickly and without much
pain, while the providence which pre-
fides over comets will undoubtediy
see to it that only the unworthy and
useless are smitten,

Scilentists offer additional
with the Informmation that
wnfl, even the blggs
than an ounce or two.
of* gna distributed over the entire
earth cannot kill & great IMANBY Teo-
ple. It would be unfortunate If every-
body should escape, for some are fulls
ripe for the harvest and (t would be
a plty If they were not reaped Upon
the whole we m properly enough ox-
pect that Halley's comet’s® tal! , will
purify the enrth of a few persons
whom there seems Lo be no other way
to get rid of decently, but, far as
the population In ganernl s concerned,
there Is no oceasion for alorm.

ME. LODGE ON TH‘.F. TARIFF.

People who bpelieve that the world
iIn' ruled by humbug may find some
support for thelr talith in one of Ben-
ator Lodge's regent gpeeches in the
relation between the tariff and the
price of meat. Ha says there I1s no
such relation and confirms his oplnlon
by ¢iting the fact that we import no
meat, while wo wxport o great ddeal,
Clearly ha s right, because by no
imaginablé contrivance can a taclfy
on imports affect the price aof exports,
Hence, it 1s Impossible to redvpoe the
price of meat, Mr. Lodge continues,
by repeallng the duty. The price ls
held up by a combination of brigands,
he and “you cannot reach them

comfort
ne comet's
t,. weighs more
This gquantity

BAYE,

through the tariff. T wish vou could,
1f you could reach them through the
tariff, I =should be most happy to see
that duty taken off, but there Is no
use in undertaking to fool the people
about it.* -
dJommenting on the rémarks, the
Springticld Republican aptly asks of
what use the duaty s If It does not
affect prices. . Of course, if the re-

moval of the duty cannot lowaer prices,
the imposition of i¥ did not ralse them.

If., when ¥you abate s certain csuse,
you do mnot touch a given effect, it
folipws pretty cleariy that the cause

in dll".‘ﬂlﬂ:l never could hoave produced
that effect. Whaty"then, is the use of

the tariff on meat? Why was it Im-
posed In the first place? Why Is
it maintadned now? It must have
a  use We have discarded the old
belier that everything In nature
Is,_ useful to man, but woe  still
cleave to the oplinlon that every-
thing in the Piavne-Aldrich  tarcilt

law Is uselful to somebody
purpose does the duty on meat sub-
HErve Mr. Lodge confesses that its
removal cannot Toal the people. Does
he think its retention can fool them T
The pgople huve grown astute endugh
to understand that removing the tariff
on ment will not lower it price, but
they have not yet qulte seen through
the humbug of the bellef that s re-
tention Lkeeps the priee up. That
seems Lo be Mr. Lodge's po=ition.
There are a number aof dutles which
etand In the saame dilamma precisely
as that on meat. The duty of 25 cents
n bushel on wheat and that of 15 cents
n bushel on corm are exemples, Ac-
cording to Mr, Lodge's logic the re-
moval of these dutlea would not affect
the price of svheatl or Corn nan atom,
we xport thosa cereals and do

What high

port them Why then retaln

For the same reason that wa
retain the mear duty, While thay
do not fool the yvoter on all imaginable
points, stlll they do fool some wvoters
on =ome polnts,. Henee It Is best to
retiin them. Evervybody see= through
the s=iiiy figment that thelr removal
would lower the prices of meat and

bread, but Mr, Lodge hopes the farm-
<58 do not sss through the equally silly

figment that thelr retention l‘lﬂl\ the
price of wheat and bread. The duiles
do not make the workingman's daily
food ‘bill any heavier, but they bhring
the farmer higher prices for his wheat
and cattle.

When Mr, Lodge says you capnot
fool the people by telilng them the
removal of the duty would cut®down
the price of meat, by “people” he
means wage-earners. When, on the
contrary. he bhelleves you can fpool the
people by telling them the duty keeps
up. the price of whent and dattle, by
“people” he means the farmers, All
Is fish that comes to hizs net. The in-
telligence of the wage-earners teanches
them that the duty might as well stay
where It 1is, The stupldity the
farmers, Mr. Lodge imagines, fools
them into belleving that thelr Interest
~vounid suffer If it did not stay. Thus
the precious duties on foodstufs, In
spite of thelr egregious humbuggery,
are perfectly safé¢ and can be used for
trading stock In the future as in the
pust. The farmers can be whippesd
into lne Tor the tariff on Ironware gnd
cottons by threatening their tariff on
meat. It is & Iovely system and what-
éver we may think of its goodness,
nobody can deny that it was made in
wisdom.
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CITY OF HOMES.
Portland as a “Clity of Homes" has

a reputation throughout the land.
That there s amall Hkellhood of
thiy reputation suffering !s evident

from the detalls of the building per-
mits now belng lssued. In the month
of January more than 250 residence
permits were lssued, and February |5
making an even better beginnlog. In
tha first seven businesshdays of the
mornth there wore issued #6 residencs
permits of & valuatdlon of $139,.2900,
tha total bullding permits amounting
to, $223.925. It is not alone In the
number, but In the cost of Lhe build-
Ings constructed that Portland makes
& remarvkably good showling. The
avernge valuation named In the 38583
bullding permits Issued In Portland
In January wins 315840, compared with
an average of 31316 the permits
Issued In Seattle for the same month.

Compared with the January pers

for

mits of 1909, there was a decrease of
$708,460 In Seattle, while Portland
permits showed o gain of $192.695.
The figures on real estate transfers
for the same month show Portland's
total to be $2,325,802, with an In-
crease of $127,764, while Seattle with
2,246,220 for the same month shows
a decrease of $182 699, The *“higher

cost of llving” with which syve dare con-
fronted on every hand quite naturally
must figure in the cost of bullding,
but an wverage wvaluatlon of more
than $2100 for the residence permits
iz=ued thiz month Indlicates a very
good L‘iiu-'.-'i of dwelllngs, especinlly
when it is noted that the waluation
named In the permit =s=ldom If ever
represents even approximately the
amount which the house will cost
when completed

Of the slxty-six residence permits
Issued in the first seven days of Feb-
Tudary but one was for an amount In
excess 6f 37600 and but twbh for less
than 31000, “These statilstics show
that Portland i not only bullding
more homes than ever before, but
they also show them be of A very
good type, There ls, of courss, n close
relation betwenn the construction
work for resldence purposes and the
business structures, The presente of |
without the other wonld be fm-
possible—/for home-bullders of the
closs that dwell In 32000 to $85000°
resldences do not nsxemble in oltles
where there is no business, .

to

one

RIVER DNIPFROVEMENT ASSURED.
The Columbia River seefhs to have
aved vory well in the appropriatibn
ommended by the Housa of Rep-
entatives, It now scems reasonnbly
certain that there will be available a
sufficlent amoont of money to enabls
the work to continue without inter-
ruption. A dispuatch recelved yester-
dny from Representative - Humphrey
reports 4 total ‘of $2,645,000 avallable
for the Columbia River district. OF
this amount $1,276.000 iz for the Co-
lumbin and Willamette Rivers below
Portland. While the Improvement of
the upper river is of great importance,
It & from thla lower Columbla im-
provement that Portland and the én-
tire Columbia Basin will reap the
greatest benefits. With of the
finest water-level gra railroads In
the United States leading down from
the interfor to tdewater at Portland,
there I8 no longer any questidon of
moving the traffic to the ship's side
over the line of least presistance.

Between this city and the sea therg
still remains some work to be done
before the river will be In first-class
condition for earryving on to the high
sens the Immense trafllec that origl-
nates In' the rich reglon east of the
Caacde Work at the en-

¢

two

Mountains,
trance of the river should be vigorous-
Iy rried forwaurd untll there = o
forty-rfoot channel dbetween Astaria
and the sen. The appropriation which
now scems assured will do much
ward accomplishing the end songht.
Above Astorin the task Is leas formid-
;v 'but o thirtyv-foot channel ls nec-
essaTy to accommaodate shipping that
cnn enter the river when the
channel over the rivar entranceg
has been deespened to forty faet,
the =& 1le at the mouth of the
river aking [t necessary that a
ship should have under her keel at
leasi ton feet more water than safety
demands In the river.

This appropriation, which iz of suf-
ficlent proportione o admit of a con-
siderable increase In the depth of
witer, is of divect benefit Lo every pro-
ducer in the Inlarnd Empire. Every-
thing that tonds o the more econom-
leal movement of fr ht i= reflected in
lower vates and correspondingly in-
croase® profits to the producer.

Portland has spent large sums of
money in ilmproving the channel to
the sea and now that we have been
brought In ¢loser touch with n portion
of Eastern Washington, which In the
past has regarded Colurmhia River Im-
provement as exclusively a Portland
enterprise, there will probably be less
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WiHMculty encountered (n securing as-
sistunce In the future
The law's delay s never mmore con-

splcuous than

L

when it applies to the
e of A confessed murderer, and by
legal quip and quibble interposes thme
between his just convietlon and pre-
soribed pensglty, The Roselalr caae is

In evidence of this fact. Here 18 o
eriminal who, without
killed his wife in thelr lonely moun-
tain home In Washington County,

hacked her body to pleces and than— '
HIll=boro, |

his

£

rage spant—went to
fesmod hin crime and surrendered
tha Sheriff. Nenrly a year has
pussed gince the hloody deed was com-
mitted,. He was tried alter frequent

to

provocation, |

delays, convicted and semtenced to be

hanged on February 11. Appeal to
the Supreme Court has been allowed,
pending which stay of judgment has
been granted. So here iz this mali-
cious, vengeful creature—a self-con-
fessed murderer—successfully beating
back the course of jJustice, entmiling
‘expense upon the state and bringing
Iaw and its penalty into disrepute.

Dr. Mary E. Green, who died In Se-
attle a few days ago at the age of 66
years, had been active In her profes-
=lon and in the phllanthropy
attaches to the practice of medicine for
more than forty years. She made &
speclalty of the nutritive wvalue of
foods, contended that poverty.is large-
¥ due to waste and Ignorance, and
that the Iaboring man who is not well
nourished: Is he wha becomes the
drinking man. Her views found favor
with temperance workers and emplov-
ers of labor, and through them sha
performed an unguestioned service to
humanity. ©f her four children, two
sons and one daughter have become
educated In and are practicing the pro-
fession In svhich thelr mother won rare
distinction.

One of the most surprising things In
& world full of surprises is the mar-
ringe of a young girl to an old man
and her retirement with him to a lone-
Iy and practically inaccessible moaoun-
taln home. The surprise stops here,
however, and refuses to be revived
when, & few months later, comes the
news of the girl-wvife’s death atther by
open murder or through suspleolan of
polson. The Roselair casze in Wash-
Ington County s a larfe {llustration of
the eénding of an {ll-starred marriage
by thé first means: that of Mrs. Fry,
in {.‘urry‘ County, of the latter. Pity
for the victims Is repressed by the
thought that death swas the lenst
dreadful feature in elther case clted.

The provinela! Parllament, new In
session at Victorina, hae dsclded to in-
terfare with the bullding of “paper
rallroads.” In the future it will op-
pose the renewals of any charters for
raflroads on which no work has been
done. This actlon of the Canadian
lawmakers will be o hard blow on a
promising industry In that country. In
the past It has been & common prac-
tice for apgculators possessing suf-
ficient funds to pay for flling the fran-
chise papers, to explolt -unnumbered
miles of rallroad and promote lang
echames that would have béen im-
possible without the ald of the gove
ermment franchisa.

A Philndelphla dispatch snys that
“the sharehoiders of the United Gas
Improvement Company nt o speclal
meeting here todny voted to cut a $5,-
000,000 melon. They agreed to a 10
per cent dividend, payable In stock."
This would Indicate that the increased
cost of living in Philadelphia might In
part be due to the very high price of
“melons” With the farmers organ-
izing food trusts in the country and
the corporatipns ralsing $9.000,000

“melons™ for the people in the city,

sthe ultimate consumer can hardly, re-

gard his future ns hilarionsly pleasant.

* The usunl Chinese New Year's fes-

tivitles In New York ‘“have been
robbed of one of thelr chief attrae-
tions by #n order of the Paolice Dy~

partmént forbidding the discharge of
fAireworks. This s undoubtedly a ser-
lous' disappolntment to many of the
Orientals, who had awaited the glad
new yveur with joy in thelr hearts oyver
the prospect of removing thelr enemies
under cover of the poppling firecrack-
erg And thus beglnning the new year
wiith a clean slate. The avavs of the
white devils have never been the wavs
of the Chinese.

— =

The moonlight may be “fairfonight,
iove, on the banks of the Wabash, far
away’; but it will be -noticed that It
Is the spotlight that Is again shining
on the Falrbanks of the Wabash. The
distinguished Indlanlan with the Na-
tional reputation for frigidity would
Eit for a long tme in the Vice-Presi-
dent’s chalr without attracting one-
half the sttention that he is now ro-
celving in the seven-hillad city on the
banks of the Tiber—alaso “far away."

Out of sixty-four coandidates for
teachers’ certificates tuking the exam-
ination propared by the State Board of
‘Bducation at Pendleton, but six are
men. This; like the closing of a mul-
titude of country postoffices bocnuse
no one wants to be postmaster, Indl-
cates that men are secking the stur-
dier, mors profitable vocations.

Let’'s aco now if “the good peaple®
ut Seattle, who claim, as at Portland,
to be the special friends and cham-
pions of the direct primary, can beat
Gill in the run for Mayor, awho ob-
tained the Republican nomination by
i vote gréater than that cast for all
candldates of all other parties com-
bined.

- —

Now wWe get down to something
practical and understandable in this
increased cost of living. A scarcity of
broomceorn may send the broom up to
the dollar mark. As the avorage
housewife must have a new bLroom at
stated periods, regardless of cost, there
is no rellef in sight.

Now is the time to help the poor
corporations crossing the Middle West
by writing to Washington for an un-
Imited supply of public documenta.
Mall-weighing begins next week.

A direct plurality primary bill, with
trimmings, has passed both houses In
Ilinols. It had been supposed that
state had about all the palitical ob-
Ject-lessons It could =tand.

With n comet cellar and a bag of
oxygen, one mny escape the harrow-
ing twail of Halley's comet and its
polsonous gnas,

“Home from Eiba™
The big-stickers
dend horse,

was disastrous.
should not ride a

Hermiston want= a state normal and
Weston thinks it wants the old schaol
restored.

Roselnir and hils attorney are sim-
ply prolonging the agony.

Einger Hermann will soon find what
Tuck there is In comets.

The Dietist.

There was a fat woman,
And what do you think?
She learned in & papor
That victuals and drink
Werese making her fat, so
Ehe wont on & dlet
(And gnined twenty pounds
She gdmits on tha qulet)!
—Saturday Eveniug Post

which |
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IDEAS ON PRESENT DISCONTENT.

Present Tariff Repre Drovans b t
Freeling of BHoth Partiea.
New York Sun.

So far as the causes of the incoreased
cost of living can be pudesod al or ac-
tounted for in good faith and without
political contention, there s nothing
of politice in them. 'The tariff, so im-
pulsively blamed, represents the dom-
fnant fesling of hoth parties. The
Democratls are as eager as the Repub-
Heans to “protect” the farmer and to
“proteet” the Interests of thelr districts
or states. Oceasionally & Democratle
sage explnins without a wink that he

votes for protectlon as a Trevenue
mensure. This may save his face, but
It must be hard for Hilm to keep a

etralght ens. Republicans and Demo-
cruts are tarred with the same stick.

As 1o trusts and combinations, esch
party seeks to outbld the other In firs
and fury against them.

The economic argument of the in-
crensed production of gold and ita af-
fect upon prives fs unavallable to the
Democrats. They long maintained that
there wasn't money enough. ~

Still, the shoe pinches, and the party
in power must expect to be the obhject
of the cursings. People are grumbling,
They want to find a visible and tangible
vigtim. Perhinps Mr. Cannon wlill be
accepted as o sufficlent scapezoat for

many miscellansous resentments of In-
dividual and popular lnsurgence. The
high cost of living s, however, one

mark of flush times, which are tradl-
tonally Republican. Thers is a good
deal of Democratic hopefulness in the
air, but, looking beyond temporury re-
sentments and dissatlsfactions, looking

anhead, for Instance, o 1912, does tl.e
dissatisfied and resentful Republican
yet see a Democratic party or a Demo-

cratic lender that seems worthy of pub-

[ lic confidence?

The Republican growilng at his bills
and longing with natural anreason for
somebody to kick has vet a vivid mem-
ory of the long Incapacity of Bryonism.
Will the Democrats ever offer him
somothing a llttie possible and mensi-
ble?

RIGHT T “SPEAK oUT IN MEETIN.

Cholee of Candidates by Assembly Not
Viointion of Primary Law,

GOLD BBEACH, Or,, Feb. 9—(To the
Editor.)—If the rvight of members of
& politlical party to assemble and dls-
cuss the merits and fitness of would-
ba-candidates for office is a violation
af the primury law, thea let as disre-
Eard that lnw and proceed to business

The right of every American oitizen
to “Speak out in meetin'” is one of
the rights which he will not surrender,
Few want to return to the old con-
vantion system., but they also want a
chianca to publicly discuss the fitness
of candldates whom they are expected
to support, 'and wead out the undesir-
tbhles. How can we find out who Is the
strongest man for a particular office,
uniess we meet and compare notes?T I
know of an Instance whare & man who
neéver paid a cent of taxex In a certain
¢ounty—a man who pominated him-
nelf, by petition, and because the man
whom the peopla wanted fatled to file
hia petition In time, was elected, nnd
the cholce of the peoplé was not voted
for.

AS the assambly will act In an ad-
visory capadity, the men recommended
by it must he nominated by the dloc-
torntes and they will lose none 8f thelr
rights under the primary lnw.

A majority of the Republicans of
Curry County favoer the assembly as &
means of presenting the -best men for
office. Eo, let us not stop to ask our
Democratic iriends whether we can
mest and present the names of good
men to be chosen for office,

4. HUNTLEY.

The Manna of the Wilderness,

The price of beef ond eggs baing
what it ls there s n pecullar timeli-
e in the Calcatta Englishman's

learned and comprehensive discusaion
of the subjlect of manna. The English-
man recifls that Biblical scholars have
for a long time becen Inclined to identify
manna with the saccharine éxudation
from certaln specles of the tamuarisk
bush, which flourlshes In desert places,
In Pereia the plant grows extenzlvely.
Herodotus speaks of the City of Collat-
¢bos, wWhose Inhabitants compounded
sweetmeats of tamarisk honey nand
wheat, and today manna s o common
article of food In Persin, and from thers
1a lmported Into Indin. There has been
n Mfference of opinlon among Investi-
gators as to whoether the sugary dae-
pasit proceeds directly from the tham-
nrisk plant or whether it Is the secro-
tion of a certpin Ineect that feeds on
theé plant. In any ¢ase, matina Is found
upon the tamarisk bush In ths form
of a white, crystallized gum.

Why Shoes Don’t Squeak Nowadays,

StePaul Dispatch,
Most every man and woman remem-
bern the shoes which squeéeanked when
new, A fow Years ago when o man

wore shoes with soles as thick as those
worn today, the first few weaks of thelr
norvices made him think of an over-
Ioaded boxcar grinding through a un-
fon statlon. The squeak was agoniz-
Ing. One good strong pilr of boy's
new shoos could put a schaal room out
of buniness,

“What has become
shoe salesman was asked

"The sale of most xhooes
from two pleces of heavy leather, he
replied, “Manufacturerns learned that
by putting a plece of canvas, or a flber
of some sort botween these two pleces,
the squeak would be eliminated. They
did this and that's why the shodss don't
sgqueEnic now."

af the squeak?' a

are mnde

College Girin Edueate Themselves.
Minnegpolia Journal.

Professor Ada Comstock., dean of
women of the University of Minnesata,
has found that 70 out of 504 university
girls work their war through college.
There are 900 girls attending the uni-
versity. Most of the girls do house-
work, and others are engaged as
Etenographers. Dean Comstbek is in-
cluding those who éarned thelr funds
by teaching last Summer,

Two Hinda of Offerings,
Kansas City Star.

A waonlthy lay church worker in 2t
Louls =nld in nn address the other day:
*You men put in the plate as an offer-
Ing to God a sum you wouldn't have the
nerve to offer to a Pullman porter.**

Ransn® Clalms m Whent King.
Baltimora News
Knnsas claims the whent king of the
country. He ix Jobn Flke, of Colby, whao
last year harvesied 10,000 seres at & nst
profit of $GE 00,

FOLITICAL COMMENT.

“Ongress sedms to be In po hurry about
sa Taft policles. The Presldent probably
alizes mow what it mesns v have Con-
Eress on your hands —Atlasta Jeurnal,

The trouble with Itisurgent Republican
propositions at Washington Is that it takes
time to determive whether they ars gresn
Evoda or not—Pittsburg Gazette Timoes

Represcntative Daviss Minnesotn “insur-
gent” belleves that reformed rules of
House wounid “‘tame’ Uncls Joe Cannon.
Perhaps thay would, but would thers he
maything worth whils left of the rulesT
Detrolt Jouraal

Has It come to bo eany to fool all the
poaple all the tima? It s only necessary to
teciare yourss!f thoelr friemd and to abuse
without rhyme or reason those whom thed
think thelr enemies—New York Times

Ther= Is only one contloslen. The people
will have tn continue to look to Republl-
cuns for real reforms. Thers may -
publican slemmss that will have in be put
down  before reforms can be accomplinhed,
bt it i Bspublicanism sjone that ix pro-
1.'1““-.1 and rew givn tn enlightened pub-
iz oplnjon.—Bufalo Expreas.

—

AVERAGE WATER MAIN, 6-INCH |

Showa by Cost of System, Mileage

of Pipes and Needn of Service.

Portiand has 261 miles of distribut-
ing witer mains ranging (rom 4 Ihches
in diameter to 30 inches. The cost of
these maing, covering a period of many
years, has been $1.815.700, as  shown
by the statement of " the Water
Department on December 31, 1908,
Owing to increnssd cost of Iabor
and materials, the expense of duplioat-
ing this distrhiuting system at the
present tlme would probably be be-
tween 40 and A0 per cent higher (han
that sum, or near $2.750,000, an average
of $10,000 a mile for mains of all sizes.
This s about the present-day rcost of
laying m muin of | inches in diameter.

This average cost of $10,000 a mile,
or $1.82 a fool, Is Important Just now
in dlscusgion of charter amendments
proposed for the purposs of asssssing
cost of malns agninst benefited lots
and of relleving the water consumers,
in thelir monthly bills, from paying for
this expense. In theory the lot-neses-
ment plan could be adjusted that Iand-
owners will pay for the average size
main, for the water system In oné con-
nected whole, & network of plpes cross-
ing and reinforeing sach other. A lot
that i served from a 4-inch maln has
tha benefit of all the larger mains that
begln with 30 Inches {n diameter and
diminish through 24-inch, 20-inch, 16-
inch, 12-lnch, 10-Inch, §-Inch and f-inch
sizes ., while a lot that taps a 12-inch
or 10-inch maln hes the same service
ne another more distant, suppllied from
a 8-lnch or a 4-Inch.

- - -

As thoe charter now reads, lots sup-
plied from o main 10 inches or more in
dilameter, get the maln—Iif it be & new
one—al the expenge of water consum-
ors, whila lots that draw from a maln
€ inchea or lens in dinmeter are
asposned for the cost thereaof. This
works manifest Injustice ugnin=t Iand-
owners suppllad by n main 8 inches or
less, on the one hand, and agsainst
walér consumers on the other; while (t
affords unfalr advantage to lot-owners
who are served by & main of 10 inches
ot larger diameter.

Criticlam of the existing arrange-
ment and of that whiceh preceded It sov-

eral yeara ango, whereby watlgr con-
sumers pald for all the distributing
extensions, has bheen based on the

theory that the land-owner should pay

the cost of oextending the city's pipe
sysdtem to his lots or suburban Lraot.
Many outlying tracta need only elty

wiater to make them pvallable for alddli-
tionm to the city, and valuable for spac-
ulution. Hitherto, owners of outlying
tracts have escaped this expense and
consumers have had to pay It., Large
fortuties have acorued to lueky su-
burbnn speculators at publie expense.
In 1907 publie sentiment  revolted
against this arrnngement and amended
the charter by inltiative., assesing all
such extensions agalnst benefited lots
by the district plan.

But, owing to the difficunlty of defin-
ing benefited districts—on account of
network of pipes—Iit was found diffi-
cult to make assesments, and conirac-
tora, uncoertaln of thelr puy, declined
to bid. Therefora In tha 1908 election
the charter was again amended S0 RE
10 charge the larger malns—those of 10

inches or more—to the water Tund,
leaving the smaller mains to be pald
for as under the 1907 charter amend-

ment. Now the elty is confronted with
the same difficalty o defining dis-
tricts and Inducing contractars to lay

8 and 6§ and 4-inch malna as well as

those of larger size. This brings the

prablem down to the present moment.
- - -

The Water Department Jays no mains
of Tes= than 4 inches diame It has
some 63 miles of pipes of smalier slze
but they were all acqulred with the
purchnse of private water plants In
Albing and Esst Portland, which the
ity connacted with its own syslem.
The EXPETNG of laying _tl;.nr.- Tesseyp
pipes 8 not Included In the $1.818
total in the foregoing. Nelthor  d«
this, total include the outlny for the
condult from Bull Run nor for the
pipes under the Willnmetts River nor
for the tubes that il the Clty Park
reservolrs. This figure represents the
sumg pald out of the water fund for
the distributing system.

Ninety per cent of the distributing
malns are cinst lron. This material Is
found the moxt durable and xatisfac-
tory. The cost of Iaying malns has
much Increase! In Iate yenrs, probably
nf much as 15 per céent In the year just
ended. AL the Enginecr's office of the
Water Department the followlng estl-

mates of nvernge cost per foot have
been obtalned:

Cost.| Comt
#-inch -$1.43018-inch
8-inch .. . 20-ineh
10-inch .... «s N -Ineh
12-I0EH cannveess =THZ0-Inch

L - -

Based on these prices the cost of lay-
ing the city's water malns at the pros-
ent time wonld approximiute $2,700,090,
The maine now  serving the city, to-
gother with present-dny cost of lay-
ing them, are as follows:

Diam
inchen.
an . |
24
0
15
i 1
14 . 150400
12 1 (L]
A [T 14
= 1
B Ssiass . F — i T .
d Siibeaemmsersecssrrrre A 204,000
Totkls . .5..:ivac L2140 FLTR2.O00
The other 3 miles of small-size
plpex are as follows:

Miles.| Milex
3-Inch .. leswss ZG4E-INON ciassoeae 100G
LL-INEN ciemres LIT'M-Inoh ...tevee
2-HICH iccine S5 -Inoh wseeces -

14 -Inch 4.427
1% -lnch ...... 843 Total « seeuaan

All the latter pipes are In East Port-
land, most of them In Albina, whera
they were placed by private water com-

panies that sold out to the city.

Thoy
are too small for a large city, especially

to serve the rogqulrement
fire protection.

In the gencral distribution system,
4-inch g the smallest eglze used and
there are strong practical reasons for
using mains of not less than ¢ Inches.

For adequate bre protection even
6 Incher i desmed too small by the
Notionpl Board of Fire Underwritors,
In 1906, englneers of tha board mande
A very complete Inspection of Portland's
water system and recommended Iarger
than 6-Inch malns in distriets that ex-
pected to have sufficlent water supply
to fight fires. The ongineers in thelr
report to the National Board of Under-
writers sald:

of adequute

A lmrge pari of the hydrants are con-
nect 15 ™ s of not more than six {ndhes
diameter. While these hydranis commop-

Iy discharged Talrly good gquantities at the
Ltesiy, some of them gave unsatisfaciory re
multn, QGeneral experience with thess small
mains hss fully demonstrated shelr lnabllity
to furnish an adequate supply for firg-
fighting purposes, under ordinary condl-
tlonn, Six-inch malna when under consid-
erable nressure. well gridironed and rein-
forced at close intervais by malns of larger
mige, may., when in good condition. prove
satiafactory for Hre protection purposcs
Bui. when some of the controlilng condi-
tions are unfavorable, It Iy practically cer-
tain that these small mains will rall o
meetl the emergency requirements Aill cast-
fron maine deteriorate with use, but under
the anme econditiona the small sises suffer
much  greater proportionnts reduction in
arryiog capacity.
L - -

From the forescing totmls of Port-
innd's maln miléeags and of probable
cost of Inying the mains at the present
time, It will be seen that the average
cost of the distributing plpes of all
sizeg today would be $10,000 a mile
or $1.8% a foot. The actual cost has
heen nearly $7090 a mile, or $1.32 n
foot. The cost of laying an S-inch main
at the presant time abhout equals that
of toduy’'s average cost of mains of all

“tha street

sines; while the cost of laving & 6-inch
main at the present time almost aquals
the averase wetual cont of the mains.

This means thut if the plan should
be adopled of masesdsing suburdan lote
by diatricta on thes basls of the aver-
age cost of all the mains leading the
elty’s water up to them, the lots would
be charged as for a @-inch or an R-inch
main, In Seattlo, they are assossed as
for a $-inch main

By thia plan. each lot served with
water, would be charged between $60
and $90, that iz, efither $.50 or $1.90
A foot for 350 feot frontage. Each
block would be pssesied bLotween 3800
and $760.

This arrampement would 1t 8 big
expense from. the water fund and en-
able a very marked reduction in water
rates. In 180%. one-third the gross
earninges from witesr rtes were spent
for extengion of malns, most of the
mains being through msuburban tracts
that were gresatly enhanced theoreby In
value,. When thia Big disbursement for
maing was reduced by the amendment
of 1207, waler rates were reduced about
one-third.

In conclusion, 12 may be added that
the 6-loch main just abount equals the
average slze¢ of all of Portland’'s water
mains: also the average cost of all
the mains and the averuge neads of all
districts. 1t will be noted that 49 per
cent of the manln milenge conslsta of
6-inch molna, Should S-ineh maing bhe
iajd hereafter as €-imch are now lald
in most extenslons, the mverago cost
of laying malns of nl! sizes wanld ap-
proximaty the cost of S-inch maine

FPROTECT THE CHILDREN'S EYES,
New York School Anthoritles Make
Rulen for Safeguarding Sight.
New York World,

Statistlcs of the Board of Heslth
ahow that more than 33 per vent of the
puplla in the upper grades of the
mentary schools suffer from oeular dea-
feots;, and that this percentages Increancs

2le-

from grade o grasle throungh tha
schools. The conelus s that such
muarked Increase in defects of vislon s

caused by the amount of closs work re-
quired by the present currleslum, both
in the sclicol.room and at home.
With o view toe putting in practica
the essentd rules for the preservation
of good eyesight, the women principals
suggest that n Iabel with the follows
ing reminders printed on it be pasted
in all schoolbooks and Hbrary books:
“Your eyes are wortn more to you
than any hoak.
“Sufety and success in life depend on
the 2yes, therefors tnke care of them.
“Alwnys hold your head up whan
you rend.
“Hold your book
facao.
‘“Never
light,
“Never remd with the sun shinlng dl-

14 Inchen from your

read o a dim or flickering
-

rectly on yvouy hoolk.

“Don’t face the light in reading, but
have 1t come from beliind, or over your
left shoulder

YAvold boaka or pupoers printed Iine

dstinetly or

“Reoest your oyes overy few moments
by looking anway from the bhook.

“Bathe your cyes night and morning
with pure water.'

Theno suggostiona are worth keeplng
in mind by every one. it is n fact
proved by systematic investigation that
the great majority of street accidents,
resulting i all sorts of serlous conse-
quenoes, from Jlos= of Hmb to loas of

In small type

life Itsolf, are due to the defective oyo-
glght of the person iInjured.
NOTES TIHAT ARE CURRENT.
—Ja It safe to send your stoff In
ike that? Foet—Well. 1 find I8
cn back all right!—Puonch.
n member of the Legislie
1 nar?" “n Yo And evey
pince he has boen {fiving on the reputation

the reputation he might have made™ —

Mrs. Jawback—The doctor =says 1 must
sleop with my mouth shut, How can 1 geot
into hea hablt? Mr. Jawhaok—Try pracs
tlelng It wheéen Yyou are awaske—({levelund
Lendaor

“There s
ko an ox!™
tha best' rep
he rying to gep evon with the
Beof Trus:”—Washington Etar.
Tom (who takes his meals at
Do you lke sour mrals surved
d"hote T Nk {who mironizes a
weifle wagonb—>Nn; [ 3 Iy toke
A ln cart.—Baltimare Amer
“Miater*  Inquir Dusty Rhoden
you got any oid thes you don't want?
"No, but here Ils an old autemablle you
may have.” ‘Thanks, bnt 1 have snough
trouble wupplying mie own wiants, without
bugging guasclens fram door o  door'—
Loulsville Courler-Journal

Conlmnan (who has been summonsd from
o o ar o tho tenth story—no

a hoteld—

tabla
mirnet
mine

an.
“huve

Hety—How many hundredwelght Jd1& you
sy, mum? Lady (sweetly)y—Oh. 1T don't
want any coal; I wak o telling my Uttle
Elrl that if she kept on ng naughty you'd
take h awny In your bi black bag, but
she's behnaving better now, thank you wery
much —Punch.

IN THE MAGAZINE
SECTION OF THE

SUNDAY
OREGONIAN

DETECTIVE CONNOR'S
VALENTINE
New servies of stories, each com-
plete in itself. They s ho read
“Deteetive Connor’s. Christmas
Adventure” ean formy a true esti-
mate of its heart-gripping quali-
ties. 'These are not detective sto-
ries at all, but tales of sympa-
thetie, praetical interest in the
““submerged tenth.”’ They com-
mend themselves instantly.

FIRST NEWSPAPER
IN OREGON

Historieal skéteh of the Spece-
tutor, established Fehmary 5, 15486,
al Oregon City. This is a notable
piece of work by, George H. Himes,
It is of speeial interest lo the pio-
neer stock of the Pacifie Neorth-
wesf, but the pieture of life in the
wilderness G4 years ago will ap-
peal to our new people.

MEN 0 LRE TRYING
BALLINGER AND PINCHOT

Personal side of Knute Nelson
nnd other distingnished men of
either-honse who will pass on the
National controversy.

SECOND PRIZEFIGHT FOR
WORLD'S OHAMPIONSHIP

In the series of notable ring con-
tests, the victory of *“Tom'’ John-
son over a giant—one of the most
stubborn fights in history.
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