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THE FARMEHRS AND THEIR DAY,
1t 1s edifying to note the attitude of
1hw=

farmer folk on the high vost of

ing. They ara getting cxcellant prices,

&nd rejolce in the fact. Indignant

they are, moreover, towards thoss who

would try to reduce the prices they

€ei, by boycoti, Federal intervention,

or otherwlse. Men who have cattie |
on the ranges, and mon - In the --nrul
country who are feoding hogs T

murket and making good monsy, sa)

the prices are very saatisfactory ta

them. The women folk of the farm,

who are looking ufter the poultry and

eges, out of which they money far |
naw hats are qulte santis-

fied too: n nen and butter-

makers sy at lest they ara ob-

talning somet) for thelr Inbor and

palnes ti ciire ol elr stocls,

Ketting up £ daybreak to milk

and to . and hustling off to maks

thelr deliveries be ¢ dawn, Oon was,

gnowy or oy mornings,

It seesme o be more agreeanhls ta
gather in the towns and complain of
the high cost of pubslstence than to
accept the fe nnd lanbor of the farm,
anid ehare thls prosperity of the
fTarmer [bOlK, now getting unusual |
prices for most of thelr products.
James J, Hill & right, when he savs
that the *“high prices of foodsiulls |

are dite chiefly to the growing
for consumption, with which
tion doea not proe.t’

produe-
Unld stor-
fige and other methods of presorvation

keepn

ought not to Increase prices, but
rather to reduce them. The surplus,
or part of la talkken up seasonably
fand } it for tlmes when otherwliss
thera d be scdaraity; for the prod-
ucts A with a of perishabla
kinds, and the na 1l effect of the
yproc w of preser tion should be
to mest & demand wk no geasonable
fsupply 1s avatlnble, What harm |[n
'preservation  of  foodstufts  which,
otherwlse would perish? 1t peop!

don't ke prices of cold storags”

remody
they

hedr
#tulls,

plulfs, i to do avithout
L Buch dld wvery gener-
ally, befare cold astorage angd the can-
ning industry began.

There are two sldes to high prices,
all nlong the line, The extravagan =
of consumers Is favorahle to producers,
and the disinclination to country work
shortens steadlly the old excoss
the supply uver the demand. Ths
formers now are having thelr day; and
thelr day will be a sull better one,
unless the dispositlon of peaple about
the towngs to work in the country shall
improve.
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EDISON'S STORAGE BATTERY.

If the nccounta of Mr, Eidison's re-
coent oxperiment nt Orange, N. J., ars
correct, he has fnally solved the 4if- |
ficult problem of running !-"I‘L'I.-T.L.'nl’.-il
cheiply and rupidiy with storage bat-
terips.” The ¢éur used in thoe experi-
ment was betwoen seven and elght
foct wide and twenty-six raet long,

while it weighed only half as much na

Aan ordinary trolls CAr. Tha power
was oltained through two motors *fl
o Hettle more than seven-horsepower |
each, worked by a storage battory
A speed of 20 miles an hour was |
maintained and it & clnlmed that the |
battery needs recharging only nt in-
foervals of 150 miles, Stared othor-
wise, the new storage hattersy will run
A car continunusly for sevi and one-
half hours before its energy g ex-
hausted I
Mr. Edison has been working at the
problem of o cheap and efficlent stor-
ape battory 2ome twenty _\'--:1r-=.|
Some time i he announced that he

he hadd 8y

Vg

prematurels Aculties still re- |
mained to be overcome, but he perse-
vered in his i
chances are )
complete T

nattery s o very
purpose i O rave
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strive to go into solution with the sul-
phuric scid. The energy which they
sat free In accomplishing this gener-
ates the current

It is not yet made public just how
Edison has i{mproved the storage
battery He may have found some
method of lnereasing either Ha ca-
pacity or its efficiency. With a greatsr
capacity It would produce more cur-
rent, while occupying less space, svhich
would be highly desirnble, Witn
greater «fficiency It wonld return a
larger proportion of the work con-
sumed In charging it. This would also
help to “widen I3 commercial utility.

| There i= a posslbility, too, that Edissn

has replaced Plante's lead slectrodes
with some more efficlent metal.

When the storage battery = per-
fected, 50 that it s compact and cheap,
its {ndustrial employment will be very

extensive. Wherever power i re-
quired at a distance from a generat-
ing pient it will be available. This

Incindes not anly electrie caras, but atso
manufacturing of many sorts and farm

work. An ronomical and not too
bulky source of power would he n
worderful boon to farmers. In cltlea

end villages the storage battery would
ikbaiate the nulsanes of trolley poles and
wires.~ Ewvidently, therefore, if Mr.
Edison's invention ¢comes up to the ac-
counts, 1t is an Industrial applanoce
of the highest mportance.

IT TELLE ITR OWN TALE,

The plurality primary, with direc-
tlon of assembly, convention or party
= highly favorable to
the minority party; therafore the poli-
ticlans and newspppers of the minor-
ity party In Oregon exclaim furiously
against assembly or convention, or
any attempt of the majority party to

consult on party organization or to
recommend nominations,
The go-ns-you-please plurality pri-

mary means x multitude of candidates
for officlal positions, split of the ma-
Jority party Into numerous groups,
and nominatlon by meager plurallty
of candidates who can't unite thelr
party vote for the elsction. This 1=
pracisaly what the minority opposition
deslres. Then the Democratic mana-
gers will unita thelr party vote, In co-
operation with one faction or another
of recaleitrant and dissatisfied Repub-
licans, and & plunge for “reform”
will be made.

It Is because this plan holds out a
promise of more Democratiec Gover-
nors and Senators and other simliar
achlevements that sp furious appy=-
sition l=s made to the effort to harmon-
fz¢, arganize and unite the Republican
party by means of councll, assemblsy,
confarence or convention. It Is simpls,
it Is transparent, It tells 1ts own tale,

NEW HIGH SCHOOL NEEDED.
Taxpayera of Portland school
trict will vote today on the

dls-
question

! of bullding a new high school on the

West 8ide, to take
antlque structure at Fourteenth, he-
tween Alder and Morrison streets.
This is a neaded addition to the city's
high school facilities, Expenditures
theraefor £350,000 The Orogoniaa
recommends as an important requirs-
ment of 4 fast-growing pepulation on
the West Side.

The Eust Side will always hold tho
mnajority of the city's high school stu-
dents. 5o fast has the high school
population of that side of the river
grown that two high schools have had
to be bullt there within a short tims
of each other. Soon there will have
to be a third high aschool 6n the BEast
Side.

But on the West Bide Is also a large
population and always avill be, espe-
cinlly In the northern and the south-
ern diatricts. This population will be
increasingly denser than on the Hast
Side. The matter to be borne I mind
that large part of the city's per-
manent resldence area {8 on the Wast
Slde and needs adequate school factl-
ties,

The
West
five

the place of the

of

present high school for the
Side, bullt more than twWents-
years ngo, |2 ill-suited to lts pur-
P OB Its heating and plumbing are
poor, Its ventilation is faulty and its
many long stalrwayk have made worry
for mothers of daughters for almost a
generation.

The present high
Wesat Slde s=tands on
grown highly valuable, "The fncreased
value of thi land will more than
compensateo for abandonment of the
old bnilding and will almost pay for
the mew striicturs, Either sold eor
leased, the lamd will bring in a hand-
some profit to the district to com-
pensate amply for the cost of a new
el -

Thus justified as a financial invest-

school on the
Iand that has

ment, the new school will also be fus-
tifled by public requirements, West
Slde and East Slde are growing ta-

| gether and each needs rto be provideq

for equally well in the way of schools.
A new high school on the West Slde
wiill not be an extravazance, and tax-
payers will be looking well to their
interests when voting 1o support it.

RECORD-BREARING

STAKT.

Bullding permita, bank «clearings,
real estate  transfers, Postoffice ra.
celpte and evary other feature of tha

and Industrial sltuation
for the first month of the year make
i highly satisfactory exhibit as com-

who know | pared with the same month inst yvear,
Donrs, Development of the many and varied
the was resnirces of the state and the re-
have been rv grest muinder of the Paclfic Northwest has

The. first storag battery was Jde- | been =0 wldespread and general in lts
¥ikod In 1801 Et id =ilver or pla nature that It 1= no longer posaible to
inum electrodoes 1wersed In a saoly | credit any particular industry or in-
tion of fluences with ¢inl Importance !n
It was men | bringing about the presant prosperity.
but the ) 48 1 was imon, at one thmeo, wera
ton Teehie tory to be nse- | the big factors In the trade of
Tul. The be said of ' Portland and Oregon, and the pros-
Y'EnE storage which Sir | perity of the commonwealth was, ‘o
liam Grove in 1543, 1 8 considerable extent, dependent on
iInvention hond wrelal import- | the size of the salmon run and the
ance until Gast @ Bht | wheat vield of the Willamette Valley.
using lead in e = These great staples had much In-
phuric acid LS 1860, ani | fluence in Iaying the foundation for
gince then prog rfecting the | the present greatness of Portland, but
sltorage battery n continuons, | they have long since ceased to flguse

though, in splte of
remnined

everyvihi

has

too And

umbersoma

yensive for comm use curious
reader will notice storage |
batiery has be @ of 3
same metal e ordine or ‘
mary oell, uses at one pole, say, I

This 1s the
difference between

whd copper at th other

essentlal structural

them.

In charging & Plante sto # cell
one of the alectrodes becumes coat:3 |
with a tenuous deposic of |
oxide. The other recelves a t of |
metallic lead in an extraordinarily |

spongy condit
electromotive
something of a

. What originates the |
between them s

mystery, but the
motic theory, ne |t Is called, = gaining
ground According this, the lons

«f the peroxids and {he apongy lead

force

[, -

g0 extensively in the general tradas sit-
Axvncies which created the
reflected In bank clearings
averaging neariy $1,500,000 for every
business day of the month, are of
more récent date than our origiaal
th producers. They include the
ki and dairying Industry, fruft-
growing and diversified farming, and

5N

sl

perhaps parnmount s the great lum-
ber Industry. The tremendous part
this Indusiry is playing in the pros-

perity of the oty and siate is reflected
enly in =amall degTee by the actual
statistice on lumber smipments and
the output of the mills. An over-
whelming proportion of the money
which that Industry i= now piacing in
circulition comes from Eastern capl-
tallsts who are dbuying heavily whiie
there yet remains an opportunity <o

1[ s2cure holdings in the greatest body
of standing timber that can be found
anywhere In the world. .
This money percolates through hun-
dreds of trade channels and sets in
motion new Industries and provides
employment for n steadily Increasing
numbear of newcomers. The vear 1809
opened with much more satlsfactory
conditions than prevalled in January,
1908, and the present year has shown
& corresponding Improvement over
1908, At no time in the history af
the city and state has the cutlook pre-
sented a rosier hue. It will require
something far out of the ordinary 10
prevent a continuation of January's
record-breaking buginess.

AN TLI-ADVISED C(HANXGE.

An effort i1s being made in the Esst
to have the meteorclogical charts of
the Weather Bureau atandoned and
the hydrographic charts substltuted.
This s a change which could not be
accomplished without positive Injur?
to the maritime Interests,. With all
duae respect for the excellent work of
the hydrographic service and other
branchea of the Government work, it
Is doubtful if there s any other de-
partment that has equaled the excels
lent record of the Weather Hureaun.
The meteorological charts prepared by
the Weather Bureau were all compllad
from elaborate deta collected by the
bureau as a part of its regular work
in forecasting the awweather and locat-
ing the causes for meteorologienl dis-
turbances.

Being at all times in the closest
touch with the conditions that have a
direct bearing on navigation, the
Weather Bureau, with its able staff of
professors and forecasters, 18 much
more competent to compils and ar-
range the data collected, In tanglble
form to be beneficlal to navigators,
than would be possible for any other

department not in dally and hourly
touch with the changing conditiona.
The country suffered u distinct loszs

when the crop-reporting bronch of the
Weather Bureau was transferred o
another department, as the sdvantage
of & constant study of the clements
which directly affect crop conditlons
was lost when the buresu was relleved
of the work of crop reporting. A
eimlilar dizgadvantage would be encoun-
tered if this Eastern movement for
abandonment of the metsorclogical
charts of the Weather Bureau and
substitution of tha hydrographioc
charts was successful. Thse Weather
Bureau collects all of the informa-
tion that 1s of value on these charts,
and its compilstions of thesse data
should be glven prefersnce over all
othoers.

THE COUNTRY POSTOFFICE THAT WAS,

The day 18 past wherein men desire
the positlon of postmaster at the
country crossroads or in the deserted
village. Women took up the job for a
time when men passed it by, but even
they have come to refuse Its empty
honors and the meager pin-money
that the sérvice affords. Hence star-
vition pay for public services has been
relegated to the pale teacher of the
country school in the lonely lowland
or the Ilsolated mountain district, and
to the sad-faced preacher who breaks
the bread of 1ife, metaphoricalls
speaking, to "grown-ups,” in the dim
little schoolhouses on Sunday that re.
sound with the piping treble of child-
i=h volces on weekdays. The rural
free delivery has done it say the ora-
cles of progress; prosperity, beckoning
to larger flelds of endeavor, has done
it, call out the heralds of a new erd in
exultant tones.

It is probable that a combination of
these causes has led to the aholish-
ment of the country postoffice. Wher-
ever the rural post route is estab-
lished the work of the postoffice Is fin-
ished, while in out-af-the-way places
where the settlers forget to go to the
postoffice, or going even occastonally
return empty-handed, the office of the
postmaster Is at once unremunerative,
almost useless and thankless., The sit-
uation, as developed by the {nability
of Representative McCredio, of Wash_
fngton, to find men or women willing
to accopt commissions in many post-
offices of his district is somewhat pe-
culiar swhen taken in connection with

the office-sesking mania and spolls-
rewarding polley ta which the estahb-
lishment of hundreds of postoffices

was due,

Citlzens of these out-of-the-way lo-
calities mo longer want the emp:y
honor of presiding over a post-
offlce 12t exists in nome only
and payvs next to nothing for its
name. They have learned by ex-
perience that cheap politics s the
cheapest of all things in which a man
with self-respect and n good rizht arm
can engage. They have learned, more-
over, that there are vast resources 2
agriculture, of dalrying, of stockrals-
Ing, awaiting development, for the
proceeds of which the market ciamors
at prices which the wages of an
abounding prosperity anable consum-

ers 1o pAYy.

Having learned these things, the
cheap politienl office Is no longer at-
tractive to tham. Busy men cannaet

afford to waste their time walting for
the arrival of the lank country mail-
pouch. Their N # and orchards and
pustures teem with the promilse aof
plenty, Dsveloping these, they beckon

free postal delivery and lo! it is wita
them, beuring the newspaper, tha
poultry and agricultural journal, |-
lustrated seed catalogues and maga
zines which disclose the wonders of
the adveortiging world. It has thus

come about that the regret that Is fel:
for the pnssing of the couniry post-
oftice is similar to that which followed
the passing of the town beadle. It is
that of association and tradition mere-
1y, and not of actuaul loss,

The st of names and unpaid clalms
of Oréegon postmasters, dating back o
the sixth and seventh decades of the
past century, s largsly B mortuary
list. Some of thess unpald bzalances
represent trifling sums—one as low a3z
$12: others represent sums the with-
holding of which must have pressed
heavily upon thoss oldtime
masters. That of John M.
Oregon Chty. for example, long since
deceased, aggregaied, bestween the
years 1568 and 1872 $812; that of his
predecessor, W. 85. Partlow, $470. Tn
the list of postmasters to whom the
Government hss long been a delln-
quent debtor are thosse of Eugene,
Forest Grove, Lafawette, Corvallls,
McMinnville, Astorin (a total of over
$1300 being due to C. L. Parker, who
was postmaster of the last-named city

Dost-

Bacon, ¢f

from 1854 to 1874, Inclusive), and
indeed every town, Including Eust
Portland, that made any pretensioa

to Imporitance during those far-awat,
uncertain years Thesa claims have
been passed upon as valld, but the

pericd of their adjustment iw remote. |

They stand a somewhat formidable
list, not only in Oregon, but in some
twenty other states, In refutation of
common and wvalnglorious bosst that
“Uncle Sam iz a good paymaster.”

Something more than 180 miners
perished in the explosion and fire at
Cherry. Til.,, in November. To - tha
widows of seventy-four of these, babes
have besn born since that date, thus
replacing neariy half the Ilves lost in
that disaster. Stunned and healpless,
the mothers of thess babes, iIn poor
homes, many of which are doubtless
already crowdsd with children, do
not look upon the new arrivals as
blessing=s, but as burdens added o
thoge already too hard to bear. in
evidence of this i1s the statement that
the doctors are having hard work to
prevent the sending away of theae
posthumous heirs to poverty and
wretchedness, whose only chance of
parental support during their help-
less yvears went ount In the November
disaster that made them fatherless
before they gaw the light., Even the
natural—one might say the animal—
instinet of motherhood has been
atamped out In these suffering women
and the added child 1s but an added

burdfn which they would fain re-
lnquish. The search would be long.
Indecd, which mwould disclose more

uttér hopelessness than that shown
in the case of mothers, to whom the
wall of the new-born Iinfant brings
terror and not joy. Pity, not cansure,
is thelr due.

Representative Foelker,
York., {s a brave man,
constituency which does not belong
to the Farmers” Unton. Mr. Foelker
has sttempted to cause a reduction in
the cost of Uying by placing bee®,
mutton, pork, and other meats, on
the fres list. This country is still In
the list of meat-exporting countries.
So long as there i= a surplus for ex-
port te Europe, It would seem that
there svonld not be much chance for
relief, even with the duty removel.
Still, the experiment might be trisd,
as every man connected with the meat
Industry, from tho farmer who raises
the animal to the butcher who sells
at roetail, has disclalmed all responsi.
bility for the increased prices, AAd-
misslon of free meat might curtall the
supply of the forelgners to A greatsr
extent than the boycott has reduced
the demand In this country. With tha
forasigner, high prices cause a slack-
ening demand muech soonar than
would be the case In this country,
where the purchasing power 1z ;o
much greater.

of New
or he has nu

It s becoming more and more
clearly manifest that if the llon has a
place in animate nature that place is
in the jungle, rémots from the hauntsa
of men. Within a week a boy has
been seriously wonnded by a caged
Hon in this elty and flve performing
lonis on a stage before a San Fran-
clzco mudlenceé varled the programme
prepared for them by turning upon
and beginning to tear a scenic painter,
The fact that a lon Is nsver tamed,
in the sense that he may, with per-
fect conflidence, be consldered doclle,
has had many {Hustrations; these are
emong the latest. Yet morbid curi-
osity continues to look on whils mer-
cenary . recklessness runs risks with
these feroclous beasts that may at any
time, without & moment's warninsz,
end In the frightful laceration or cer-
taln death of the overboeld trainer or
Incautious spectator.

Ferhaps we may yet have an oppor-
tunity for shifting the “Yellow Perll"
aver to¢ our nelghborg, A member of
the Provinelal Parliament, at Vie-
toria, is to offer a resolution prohibit-
ing the holding. of land in Canada bv
Japanese or Chinese, Both of thess
races are qulte prominent factors [n
the industrial life of British Columbla
and the feeling against them Is stead-
ily increasing. f -the agtation of the
whites is continued we may expect a
more serious crisls than was threat-
ened In Californin’ two years ago.

It seems that some of our orators
and publleists hold the opinion tHat
owners of property In Portland, whose
lives have been spent here and whose
efforts have contributed to.the.mak-

ing of Portland, are not. entitled in
Justice and should not be entitled In
law to the Increase of valués of the

property they have acquired, but that
these valuea ghould be confiscated for
the benetit of Joafers In search of
thelr *“rights." This appears’ to be
offered as one way to “reduce the cost
of living."

The significance of a name is not
always borne out In what happens to
the owner. Henry G. Gott, formeriy
cashier of the First Natlonal Bank
of Milwaukee, got away with a large
sum of money from the bank. His
friends got together and asked Presi-

dent Taft to pardon him, but the
President apparently thought that
Gott got what was coming to him,

and declined to rescue him.

The wife of Eugene Field, Jr., has
sued her temperamental husband for
divorce becnuse he persisiz in reading
in bed at night. The offense i3, of
course, a serlous one, but it might be
worse, The son of a distingulshei
father might read in bed in the day
time, and spend his evenings on the
street cormers, demanding a division
of all the wealth.

Taft, it is said, rarely writes his
speeches, even on important subjects.
Roosovelt always dild. The latter
much disliked to attempt an offhand

gpesch, and his most forceful blasis
agalnst the trusts, rich malefactors
and undesirable citizens were always

written.

Portland has seen the comet! In
the words of John G. Baxe, It appears
with

Ten hundred mlillon miles of head,

Ten billlon lomguen of tall

Nothing like glving the Imagination
full play while we have a chance.

A Ml has been introduced In Con-
gress to place meats, and anlmals pro-
ducilng meats, on tl]e free ll=t. if
that bill is pressed, we shall hear what
the llvestock producers have to say
about it

A Loulsville Councilman choked 1o
death in 8 saloon on a plece of free-
lunch meat. Served him right for
trying to get even with the besf trust.

=

Earth. they say, will got a swish o?
the comet’s tall May 18, That may do
some good in fiy time.

81111, none of sarth's troubles as far
away as the comet would be wvisiblo,
€either.

INSURGENTS CANNOT BALK TAFT]

Their Obstructive Atftitude Bound to
Arouse Indignation.
, Boston Globe.

The continued employment of obetruc-
tve methods in Congress by any Eroup
of repréesentatives will not excite public
sympathy. On the dontrary, such obstruc-
tom Is Aapt to arouse Indignation.

It is Immaterial to the public If the
rullngs of Speaker Cannon displeass &
few members who belong to his political
party. These disgruntled ones may con-
tinue to be kmown as insurgents, but
they cannot guln snything politicaliy by
their actions. Nor can they Interfera for
any great iength of time with the plans
of President Taft.

The President is sure of the support of
the country in his endeavor to socure the
padsage of legisiation that iz demanded
by all the states. This country must go
forward and not backward. There must
ba prosperity instead of industria] de-
presajon.

Amendments to lnws on such import-
ant subjects #s - the currency, . tariff, in-
tersate commerce, trusts, rsallroads, for-
6SLTY. eto.,. must be made as s00n na pos-
slble. Membere of Congress, no matter
what their political afMliations may be,
cannot afford to ignore the wishes of all
thelr constituents concerning these sub-
Jacts.

If ano body of Congressmen will not
support the President, then at the elec-
tions next Fall the voters will give him
B new sot of mon pledged to ald him,
and citizens will not care what the poll-
tics of the new representatives may be.
There is now a widespread sentlment In
favor of a do-something Congress, and
those who are gullty of preventing the
passage of leglslation intended to build
up American Industries of all kinds can-
not expect to remaln in public lifa,

WHY NOT CALL IT UTOPIAT

For in That Glorions New State Every
Desire Will Be Sntisfied.
New York Times.

The Gold Hill News of Jackson Coun-
ty, In Oregon, blends its lute with the
music  of the Medford Mall-Tribune,
the strongest gtring upon whose odl-
torial harp is Stakivou:

1f Slakiyou proposed over becomen Siakiyou
In fact, the Crater Lake roid will be buile,
for ohe thing. Medford will get that coveted
Federal buliding, and perhaps the state
capitol. Preaont political minnows will -
come political whalms, &nd the call of publle
duty will surge strong In many breasts now
perforce unvisiied by that noble emotion.

Here, st last, reasons mnot vouch-
saled Dby the jealous Portland Ore-
gonian, for the new that threatens

to project Itself Into the constellation
of stat2s. For the sake of the Crater
Lake Hoad, the hopeful future capital,
and the npoble emotions of Medford's
political patriots, fragments of Oregon
and Callfornia have been broken off
und are whirling by an irresistable at-
traction Into the orbit of statehood.

We recognize the belllgerency of the
Siskiyounns., It may be that their peer-
lamn orchards, thelr rich mines, thelr
tremendous water powers, thelr frult-
ful wvalleys, thelr ore-landen hills and
talll timber will provide a safe refuge
for secesslon, und that the Rogue River
Valley and its contiguous ares will In
due season blosmsom under a new and
more soverelgn name.

BLAMIES ALL ON WOMAN'S SKIRTS

If She Wore Trousers, Thea No Car-
Step Trouble.
PORTLAND, Feb. L.—(To thae BEditor.)—
Why are the women complaining of the
high steps on the Portignd streetcars?
Whit's the matter with the steps, or,
rather, what's the matter with the
woemen?
Now,
the
you

if there

was anything seriously
matter with

thoss car stepsa don't
EuUppose some man would have no-
ticed It and ralsed a howl? He slways
does. Man was born howllng. It comes
nitural to him. T have a lurking sus-
pleton that the troubls s not In the
helght of the steps, but In the style of
women's dress. Wheén a man boards a
stroet oar he does not have to lift sicirts
or burst corset strings, and he doesn’t
care who seesd the color of his stockings
If the women Wil discard thelr skirts
and corsets, and dress llke men, they
can stop as high &85 the men and just
as easily. Does this nee¢d any prooft? 1
am an advocate of dress reform for
WOnman. Can any onée glve one good
reason why women should wear siirts
Instead of trousers? Who will say that”
they look better in skirts than in trous-
ers? They don't. I can give ¥ reasons
why skirta are Iinconvenient, unsightly
unsanitary, unhealthy and dangerous.
Wanteh a woman get on or aff 4 ciar. and
ses what trouble she has with her skirts.

Watch her try to run and see how
qulekly shea will trip on her skirts and
fall. Mark the itroubls she has with

her handkerchief and her pocketbook be-
causa she has no pockets. Does a man
over have such trouble?

Only lutely | saw a woman get a bad
fall as she allghted from a streetecar by
eatching the toe of her shoe In her skirts.
It Is not immodest for womeén to wenr
trousers. It is rommon-ssnse.

T. J. PIERCEL

HEIGHT 0OF TROLLEY

Service in FPortiand Enitirely Satisfac-
tory, Says One Woman,_

CAR STEPS

PORTLAXND, Feéb 1.—(To the Editor.)—
Notleing of late the numerous “‘kicks”
that have appeared in Ths Oregonlan

aguinst the Portland strestcar system, [
wish to ssy that I have been a dally
patron of the strectear service in this city
and suburba for the last 14 years, Not
only do I conslder the service good In
Portland, hut a grest deal battay than in
rotne clitles of grestar pretensions,

When I first knew Portland (being a
woman I will not state the number of
years ago) the only transportation the
oity afforded was horse cars, haif-hour
mervice at that time, and strange as 1t
may sesem ot the present writing, com-
plaints against the service were un-
Known.

Now the up-to-date patron is clamoring
for heated cars, two-minuta ssrvice, and
Inst but not least comes the demand of
the women for lowering of the ¢nr stepa,
As far as 1 am concerned, not belng ecither
young nor old, J am perfectly eatisfiad
with the present style of car steps,

M J. M. FOSTER,

Ichanbod.

York Mall

The Republican party of this state i=
without the inspiration of real leadersnip
or tha aggressivenasss of fixed purposs. It
is wandering In the bypaths of petty poli-
tics, itx Integrity challenged, 1tz useral-
ness almost gone. I{ now has no Roose-
velt popularity on which to draw for pub-
He confidence, no Hughes high purposs
behind which to hide its own low estate.

It Is befare the people on its own rec-
ord—and what a record it Is!

Bernhardt's Seveath Farewell Tour.

New York Morning Telegraph.

Sarnh Bernhardt will come here next
Navember for a seventh and final tour
of the United States.

She will be under the management of
Willlam F. Connor, who piloted her to
success a few years ago, and wiil be
heard In most of the pleces of her TeD-
ertory, including, it is believed and
hoped, Mlguel Zamacols' “Les Bouf-
fons,” given here In transiation with
Miss Maude Adams Iin the star part,

Business and Polltles,
Chicago Newe
Guggenheims are after the West Vie-
ginia coalfields, Is a West Virginla Sena-

torsliip thrown in?

DAMAGES SOUGHT FOR ARREST

Isa E. B. Crosby Sues W. H. Max-
well, Who Obtained Warrant.

Isa E. B. Crosby demands that W.
Maxwell pay her SI15000 because of her
arrest In Seattle last November, She
alleges, In a complaint fled against Max-
well In the Circult Court yesterday; that
she was obliged to keep her Syear-ald
child with her in the Seattle City Jall
two days, until, on Nowvember 22 Con-
stable Lou Wagner telegraphed Instruc-
tions to the Seattla Chilef of Polica to
releass her The informuation aguinst
her, charging larceny by balles. was filed
in Justice Olson's court October 4 last,
but the grand Jjury afterward did not
indict her.

Mra. Croshy explaing thut on May 15,
IM8, she gava Maxwell her promissory
note for §0, with a mortgags upon her
furnifure. This note was payable In
three months, but afterward was trans-
ferred for pavment to a man named
Pawtherar Sho says that Maxwoell e
leased her from the obligation, amnd that
on August 10, 19 ahe moved Seattle.
When Pewtherer falled to pay, sho says,
Maxwell asked her to maks poyment,
causing her arrest whon she refused to
do s« She mays publication of the lar-
ceny charge in newspapers¥of Oregon
and Washington has injured her reputs-
tlon and caused her to suffer great mortl-
fication and mental anguish.

H.

o

MRS. XNELLIE GADSBY TWINS

Daughtor-in-Law's Sult Confined to
Action for Divorce.

Mrs. Nolllp Gadsby, wife of Captalin
Willinm Gadsby, Is no longer a party to
the dlvorce sult of her daunghter-in-law,
Beatrice 1. Gadsby., Ciroult Judge Bro-
naugh allowed o motion, made by At-
torney Charles J. Schnabel, represent-
ing Walteér M. Gadshy, to strike ont
that part of the complaint relating to
the mother-in-Inw,

In bringing her divoroe suit against
Walter M. Gadsby, Mrs . Beatrice
Gadsby alleged that Mrs. Nellie Gadaby
promised her a house and jot as & wed-
ding present, and that this home was
glven to her and her husband, although
the deed was naver made to them. At-
torney Schnabel contended, and was up-
held by Judge Bronaugh. thnt the ae-

tton against the mothér-in-law could
not bhe properly Included in a dlvorce
compliaint, Attorneys C. M. Idieman

and Beach & Simon represant the plain-
LI

REFORM SCHOOL IS AVOIDED

Bronaugh Sentences Only One Boy,
Wheoe Violates Parole.

Only one boy was sent to the Reform
8c¢hool by Judge Bronaugh last month,
and he was a ward who had been re-
lzn=éd on parole and who was returned
for the second offense. Sixty-filve casas
were taken inta the Juvenile Court In
January., Of these 54 were boys and
11 girls. Flve werse tnken in for second
and subsequent offenses. 1

There were 18 larceny cases, four of
Incorrigibility, five of truancy, six of
disorderly conduct, 14 of mallcious mis-
chief, one of Immorality and three of
clgarette smoking. In three cases the
children had besn deserted by thelr
parents, and perental neglect, immor-
ality or separation was responsible for
delinquenecy In nine ¢axen. Twenty-
nine children wersa plnced onm probation,
18 warned and discharged, four sent to

the Frazer Detentlon Home and seven
sent to other institutions
COAL SHOVELER BRINGS SUIT

Fractured Rib and Crushed Foot

Charged to Falllng Chunk.

Jullus Anderson demands 32734 from
Brown & McCabe bacause he alleges he
suffersed a fractured rib mnd a crushed

OPINIONS DIFFER ABOUT RATE

Astoria Graln Tarlff Deciston Will
Lead to New Contest.

There s an apparent probability thai
the rallroads will not got togother on
the establishment of a through Tata to
Astoria from the Eastorn Washington and
Oregon wheat-producing  territory under
the condlitions Imposed by the Interstate
Commerce Commimsion In its decision on
the Astoria commo case

Whether this w ssult in a request
that the Commimssla ke a4 more speoific

order or the taking of « ruling into the
courts s & Malter not considersd.
Tha traffic . 0f sdes made
parties to the hearing 3 1y do hot
construa the i T Interstnte

Commearce Commission

The Commission
that it looked upon ©
of 10 cents a hundred poinie

WY

through wheat shipment

betweon Portiand

cesmve and fixed

4% ceénis

The dae

mission fg&= pointed out whore the
e and loaves It 1o the ndu
road companies to

the evont of 1helr faflure to O
ssur a further or

The only rall ro
and Astoria = the
River Raliroad, whi
Independent lne, aithough ‘
owned by the Spokane, Portiand &
of whicly is «
arn and Northe
Wheat shipped to Astorin wou
Portland elther over the Spokane,
land & Seattic or the O, R
the remainder of the haul

& Bety
Astorin
in

&

in et

stance would go to the Astoria &
Iumbin River Rallroad

O, R. & N. trafflc men take the
that the Commineion has not held
the rate to Portland s unfair and
therefore it is up to the Astorla &
lumbia River road to moake the w
correction. It §is Indicated 1 t
Astoria & Columbia River roa
the view that the Comimisalon

dered a jolnt through rate ¢

and that the whole b of
tion should not ba p i on
hnving the short haul.

It ia not prohat thnt the
Columbia River road will
whole burden of the re

AL joast
n more
= In

applying to the C¢
specifio order, w
the declslon of th
find it Impossible to
among themselves.

8o far the situation
principally by trafilc
Iegal counsel has not beon
H. M. Adams, of tho Astor
yesterday that no o igion
reached ms to whoether the
woiulld adopt the rate ordPref r CAITY
the case to t courte. The rallroals
have until March 156 to estabiish tha
rate,

adjust

has

CoOns

anid
ad heen
company

MADRAS TO HAVE TRAIN S00ON

Construction Engincer Predicts Com-

pletion of Line This Summer.

That the Deschutes Rallroad
will be running tralns int
September 1, la the predi
H. A. Brandon. construction
who s in Portland from
ters at Graoss Valley

“Wa now have 35 miles of grade com-

Company
Madras by
mnadoa by
angineer,
hlis headgunr-

pleted and track lald for five miles.”™
sald Mr. Brandon yesterday. “Work 8
in progresa on every ane of the tunnels

along the lina All of the work i=s cov-
ereéd with the exception of the 12 miles
along the Warm 3prings Indlan Agency.
and that will be covered within a short
time."

Tracklaying near the mouth of the
Deschutes River is delayoid temporarily,
according to Judge Twaohy, head of the
contracting firm, by bridpe bullding
acroas Simmons Creck, which has cut «
wide, deep draw Into the Deschutes from
the eant

Hy tha tima the bridge
meveral mow uncomplieted

ix completad
links in the

foot when assisting to unload a eArgo
of conl November 11. After the ncoi-
dent he was taken to St. Vincent's Hos-
pital, he says, and was unable to work
for 80 days.

The Injured man says he was shovel-
lng coal into the afterhold when a
great chunk fell on him from above.
Ha declares this could have hecn pre-
vented, saxcept for the carelessness of
the stevedores in leaving Iarge pleces
of conl on the floored portion of the
betweon-deck after the workmen had
lowered the conl into the hold of the
vennel. He mays he was earning 34.G0
a day at the time of the accident.

Blanchette Trinl March 4.

Leaon Blanchette, accused of wolun-
tary manslaughtar for shooting Caesar
Bourgeoin on New Year's day, was ar-
raigned before Prealding Judge Morrow
in the Clrenlt Court yesterday afternoon
and_ entered a plea of not gullty Ha
wiil be tried March 4. Henry H., Mc-
Ginn and Charles A, Petrain appeared
as his attorneya

CLEAN CHINATOWN SOUGHT
Vancouaver, B. C.'s Authorities Unite

in Campalgn for Sanitation.

VANCOUVER. B. C.. Feb, L.—{Special)
—Unsanitary conditions which have ae-
cumulnted in the bulldings and under the
streets of Chinatown tha past 15 years
are to be clenred away., if any statute
can be framed S0 as to résist efforta
of Chinese and the while ownera to
nullify It

All past offorts of the Bullding Inspec-

tor to condemn these buildings and of
the health r to compel & change of
ganltary conditlons have boen met with

courts in which the Chline
Mayor Tavlor has
the wvarfous clvic
stematic campalgn
ntel quarters will

appeal to
won. No
succeoded
depariments,
of cleansing
be begun.

uniting
and a
the C

ROAD HEADS FOR GOLDENDALE

Toppenish, Simcoe & Western Will
Tap Timber Belt.

GOLDENDALE, Wash., Feb. 1L—{Bpe-
= of Goldendale are rejolcing
ming of anothér rallrond. The
o . Bimeos & WWestern Raliwny
purveyed within seven miles of
ce, and the onginecrs expect to
s remaining distance within a

=

s road, sald to be o bramch of the
Morthern Pacific, will branch off fromm
the Northern Paclfic mear Toppenish,
croen the Yakima Indian l‘u'xe_-rva‘.h_-n and
tapr the big timber belt of Klickiiat
County. This h‘o-!! comtains 0,000,000 feet

fine Yellow pine.

Dfl:?dl‘ma'n(-ns are that large mills will
be built hers for manufacturing this
timber, for there Is an abundance of na-
tUral power

STEAMER GOES IN SEARCH

Dora Leavea for Far North to Find
Delayed Farallon.

SEATTLE., Feb. 1.—The steamer Dors
left Seward, Alaska, today In sesrch of
the Alaskn Steamahip Company's
steamuship Farallon, which left Port
Gruham for Kodiak Island January S
and has mot been heard from since,

A steamear just down from Alsska re-
ports that the weather In the Kodlak
region has been the stormiest in #0
years. ‘The Farallon may have been
compelled fo tie up for shalter, or may
have been blown far out to sem.

grads beyond tha Creak
have , been [finished and
the firet 20 miles will
idly thereafter.

The 35 miles of gradn completed s 1
continuons now for that length. The
tire work s divided intn sub-contra
und practieally every suli-contractor
hoavy rock work as well ns light
to  complats. Thae result s that
grade Is completed In sections
trackinyving must awalt the finlshing ot
the hoeavier work, which requires longer
time.

eroasing will
tracklayving on
be continued rap-

PRESIDENT FRENCH 1S HOST

Rallroad Chief Gives Luncheon
J. G. Wondworth of 5t. Paul.

for

Georgo B, French, presidant
Spokane, Portluand & Sewttle
gave A luncheon at tha Arlingie

yesterday noon in honor of J.

worth, of St Paul, traffic manager
the Northern Paclic.

Twernty were and one of
pleasurable featur the oavent was
the presence B. Clarke, ex-
president of who retired or
acepunt of il Clarke wns

My,

congratuinted hils

from

recent sovers 11 Y
Woodworth and Mr.
of Mr. French were

nn, fourth vice-president of the N
1 Pacifle; M. J. Costello, of S
axsigtant trafflc manager of the
Northern: Henry Blakely, of 7T
general freolght agent of the
Pacifie; John F. Btevens, preside
Oregon Trunk Lin H. M. Adan
oral passengdr agent of the
Portland & Seattle; B 8 Josss
dent of the Portland Rallway,
Power Company: Guy W. Talbot,
ager of the Oregon Eleetric: AL T
ton, as=slstant gene: o nEger
of the Northern Pac ¢ st
general agent of t
F. H. Fogarty. asaist
ngent of the Northern
Maus, Mnjor Noble, Pets K
Wheelwright, J. C. Alnsworth and T
Wilcox.

SURVEY NOT FOR RAILROADS?
Senntor Bowerman Suggests Irriga-
tion Works Are Being Planned.
s whoee
woan

hat the &ngin

the John Day

presgnce In
reported aov-

oral weeks lkely In the
employ of th & n Servies or a
private irz enterprise thun in the
e=ryvices of sny rajlroad company, st
opinlonn of Jay

Howerman, of Condon,
3

who {8 in Portls

“The ronte desd
by tha surveying party.™
Bowarman Yesterday, *'is B11
that proposed by the Reclamation
for a project that would reclulm
In the northern part of Morrow
Gilliamn Countles and the low UCmsa-
tilla projectl The line now bLelng sur-
veéyed apparently runs Into the John Day

sndd  Se

Huresy
lands
and

from the cast, unndling ridges bDetwesn
emealler canvons. The al route for
a rallroad would be up the John Day
from the mouth.

“Tha iand= in Lhe Iiay canyon
ware withdrawn from ry four or five
years ago by the Covermnment for 4 con-
niderabla distanée up stroam. The
river, although 1t runs low In the mid-
summer and midwinter, bus a large
fiow in the Spring ¢ Impounding of

the waters, & auffl t quantity cbduld
be conserved for ting « lurge acre-
age. Tha settlers in the vailey are im-
busd with the (dea that & railroad up the
river s planned. and, personaliy, I hmve
no definite knowledge ons way or the
other."*

trrig




