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DISPOSAL OF THE PUBLIC LANDS,

From a recent official report wa
learn that up to Juna &0, 1900, a total
of 116,124,205 acres of public lands
had been entered under the homestead
act. This would make one and one-
hrlf milllons of fartms of 100 acres
each. Under other land laws a large
total of lands hag besn enterad in
small bodles by Individuala, The de-
velopment of tha country has been
Immensely promoted by the polley, as
well a8 by thoe donation of landes In
large aggregate totals for sducational
purposes in all the new states,. Tha
policy swwas long opposed by the Demo-
dratic party of the country. under the
domination of the slave-holding arls-
toeracy, and the free homestead law,
though constantly presked and several
times passed by the House of HRepre-
sentatives, was not finally enactad til
the second year of the Civil War, when
the aAbsence from the Senate of pros
plavery men from the South and des
feat of pro-slavery moen In the Nortn

1919,

26,

¢nabled the advocates of the home-
stead blll to carry It through the
Benate, It became a law In Moy,
1862,

The free homestead law was ong of
the most benelident ever enncted.
More than all other measures it
brought mbout the settlement of the
great reglon known as the Far Waest,
It practically superseded the pre-
emption act, by which lands durlng
many years preceding hiad béén sold
at low prices. Under this law 25.696,.-
419 acres had beco #0ld, mostly o
actunl settlers, To the wide distribu-

tlon of the public lands under the pre-
emption and homestead laws may be
attributed the rapid redemption of the
Great West from the éohditlons of an
uninhabited wilderness; and, to the
#peclal donation lahd Ilpw, for the
Oregon country, was due the migration
nf Amerleans who soon outnumbered
Lhe British subjects here.

The policy of muking grants of landa
for rallroads began as far back
1850, in 1862 grants for rallroads
were made to Missouri, and in 15858 tp
Arkansgas. In 1856 and 1857 farther
grants were made, In every case ta the
states themeselves; nnd the states dealt
with the corporations building the
rallroadns. With the beginning of ac-
tive effort to build raliroads across tihe
continent Congress changed the polley,
and thereafter the lnnds wern granted
directly to the corporations. The towsl
grants since 180 for rallroads have
reached the prodigivus total of 156,-
126,134 acres; of which up.to.June 30,
1900, 113,878,874 nores Had passed 2
the rallrdads by absolute title from the
United States. Very large arocos in ad-
ditlon had been granted for wagon
roads, most of which merely wera
marked out, but have been of no use
whatever to the country.

This policy now seems to have beon
all wrongeand It is almost natural to
Bay that the lands granted to the cor-
porationn have been awasted It Is
ohé of the enses whereln men are wise
after the event. Inaccessible Tands
were regarded as of no use and of lit-

fle value, “Give half the Iands
Away and double or quadruple the
value of the remalnder,” wns an easy
gad-attractive argument. It avas true,
too, that large areas on the eclevated

tnd arld plains are of 1ittls or no volue
to this day. But thereé Has been a ter-
fible abuse, through the Heu-land sy
tem, by avhich hilgh, rocky and pr
seipitous aroas, included In reoserves,
have been exchanged for the best and
most valuable timber and agricultural

Areas In other and distant localitles,
Thia has been the worst of the land
abuses. It grew out of greed of appli-

cants and out of the stupldity of Con-
gress, which proceeded on the assumnb-
tion that all arens of publie Innds had
equal values,

Another abuse almost equal in mag-
nftude was the policy of allowing per-
Eoms to make entry of timber lands, on
the supposition that they would hold
them for their own use and benefit
Immenge numbers made the entrics
for no other purpose than to =cll the
Jlands for what they could get: and in
many, perhaps most instances, mean
were hired by speculntors to make the
entries, and as soon ns posaible the
lands were conveyed to themaelves, at
prices but a fraction of their aotual
valde. Here again the country |s wise
after the event. Ingenulty has found
ways to evade the Intent and purpose
of maat of the land laws, The intent
of all of them was beneficent, and the
evll consequences of their perversion
#hould have been arrested promptis
AR BOON a8 seen. But Congress i ol-
most an Iimmovabla body, on any mat-
ter where the public interest only is
concerned, and then perhaps in but
doubtful or abstract way,
gEress |5 by nature the
body In the warld.
its: members Iz the appeal of those
who have private interests to be
Eerved. These persons always are in-
defatigable, and thelr influence with
the Senators and Representatives from
their states always has heen very
great. Yet this is not to say that the
members of Congress were Intention-
ally or consclously alding the perpe-
tratlon of fraud. They were nnxious
to serve constituents and make them-
selvea strong at home.

The awakening his come too iate
to msave the best part of the public
lands. But the Awakening of the pub-
li¢ conscience In one dlrection 1s use-
ful in all others; and the work of tho
federal government has had its effoct
on state and municipal administration,
in all s branches, throughout the
Tnited States.
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The shipping community and a
great many others who take an
Jtarest In the waalher and In newn
from the sen ought at least to pass
brl) & voie ut thanks for Captain Bridgett

of the ofl tank steamer Asunclon.
There are 8 number of steamers with
wireless equipment plying in and out
of Portland, but among the fleet the
Asunclon Is the only one that keeps
us thoroughly In touch with weather
condltions up and <own the  Coast
havond the reach of the land-weather
statlons, Other steamers send  occa-
slonal reports, but the Asuncion makes
full use of her wireless at all times.
Last week when shipping was tled ap
along the river by a thick fog, wireless
messages from the Asuncion afforded

the only possible means of locating
the delayed craft, anchored along the
river, as the oil tanker, flying light,
plcked her way through the fog.
RECKLESS GIVING.

Dr. . K. Pearsons’ resolution Lo
give sawany nll hlg property before he
dles I not wwithout wisdom, Ewven
those milllonaires who do not care to

endow colleges might Imitate him with
advantage, His plan saves the trouble
of making a will and forestails the pos-
#ibility of an expensive contest among
quarrelsome helrs. It glso evades the
inherltance tax, which In some states
is rather heavy. Dr. Pearsons has the
satisfaction of hearing himself lauded
by the presidents of half a hundred
grateful colleges, and, If he scatters
another batch of gifts next Bpring, ns
he now promises, more pralse syjll en-
sue. Stlll there Is something to be
siald on the other side.

Dr. Pearsons w'ill be 80 years old In
the Spring and he probably thinks he
will not need any money much longer,
Hence hs feels safe In giving away all
he has. But he may bDe mistaken. e
may live fifteen or twenty years yet,
and, If ha nllenates his last dollay, ha
must pass that long stretch of hia life
in complete dependence on charlity.
That will not be a pleasant experience
for one whe hag bheen for many years
a fountaln of charity, but not a fre-
ciplent. It would come hard to A man
of Dr. Pearsons' character to beg his
bread, and yet that is the fate to which
he exposcs himself by recklessly glv-
ing nway all hs has,

ELECTING A BRITISH PARLIAMENT.

In electing & new House of Com-
mons the -British voters perform a
much more important function than

Americans do in choosing the mem-
bers of the lower house of Congreéas,
The British Parllament 1s both theo-
retically and practieally the supreme
authority of the empire. The Congress
of the Unlted States has powers which
aroe narrowly limited. Its acts may be
vetoed by the President and annulied
by the courts. The King of England
has an antiquated wveto which he dares
not use and the British courts must
recognize acts of Parllament as the
law of the land. In practice _the
Britlsh Empire does not know the veto
powar,

The parlamentary electlons would
strange to us in gome particulmrs.
Candidates for the House of Commaons
need not reside In the districts they
reek to represent. A man defeited by
oneg constituency may often secure
election from &another. The vole js
not all cast on the same day, One dis-
triet " after another elects, thus pro-
longing the agony for three or four
weeks, This enablea the land-holders
to vote In several districts. The law
glves them a vete wherever they own
land. If the elections all ecame on the
same day this privilege might not be
worth much, but as things are they
hava plenty of time to travel about and
make It count. Since thére are 175,000
of these plural vbters they form an
Important factor In a close election
like the one now in progress.

e

A NEWSPFAPER CONTROVERSY.

We do not think that the S8an Fran-
cisco Chronicle Is consplecuously suc-
cesgsful in defending the newspapers
agalnst the strictures of Byron O,
Matthews. There is an ¢asy and suf-
ficlent defense for them but It seems Lo
have escaped the Chronlele's rescarch.
Mr. Matthews, who published his
rather sovere opinions of the nows-
papers in a late number of The Inde-
pendent, grounded them on some sta-
tistles swhich seem to be perfectly falr.
From one of the more respectable
New York dallles he gathered nll the
news fItems for three monthe and
clnsslfiad them as “trivial,"” “unwhola-
pome,"” ‘“‘demoralizing,” or ‘*“worth
while." A very heavy preponderance
of the items fell under the first threa
heads, 60.8 per cent, to be preclze.
Only 30.2 par cent could be accepted
as “worth while,"

What surprises us Is that a granny-
fish critle Hke Mr, Matthews should
have found so many ftems which hs
could consclentiously stamp “worth
while.” If he had found only one n
& hundred, wa should have amiled with

complacent satisfaction had the case
been ours, for what is food to one
mind Is polson to anotRer, and My

Matthews' mind seems to be one of
thase avhich almost everyvthing nause-
ates. To have furnlished him for three
months with an Intellectual diet of
which he ecould digest $0.2 per cent i=
a slgnal triumph of moral journalism.

In its argument for the defense the
Chronicle makes two daastrouns’ blun-
ders. Tirst, It admits that Mr. Mat-
thewa" figures “come very near Lo be-
Ing a demonstration ‘that the daity
press” fa an abominatlon. Second, It
falls back on the feeble plea that even
i{f the papers are purveyors of idle
gosslp and wvile scandal they are no
worse than Motley, Gibbon and Grots,
who did the same thing In their his-
taries. Nelther of thess positions
shows much mastery of defenslive tac-
tics, To a sane mind the fact that
89.2 per cent of A newspaper's con-
tents stands above all possible critl-
clsem can ‘hardly be evidence of de-
pravity. On the contrary, It s con-
clusive proof of shining integrity. It
#shows a strong predilection in the of-
fice of that newspaper for sapience
and virtue. Its reporters must have
stringent orders to select untarnished
evente for thelr storiles and eschew
tninted ones, for the actual proportioa
of wige and uplifting occurrences In
the pell-mell of the world falls far
below 30.2 per cent

The truth js that even the most
sordidly sensatlonal newspapers do not
depict the world half as bad as it 1=
They ara all mendacious, but It is on
virtue's side. They mlerepresent hy
suppressing horrors, not by exagger-
ating them. A paper which printed
nothing but accounts of what was
profitable, Instructive, adifying, would
wickedly mislead ita readers. If they
trusted {ts account of the world, thasv
would be helpless Imbeciles In thwe
Firuggle of life. BEvil avanld get the
better of them at every turn bhecause
they would not know encugh to be on
their guard. Ignorant good intentions
stand but a slim chance In the world.
It la not alwaye ngreeable to learn the

| wickednoss and Mumm

men, but it Is necessary if we expect
to understand them. Hence a news-
paper which records the eventis of the
world day by day as they actually hap-
pen merely fulfills ita plain duty to Its
readers, It Is wrong, of ¢durse, 10
make things out worse than they are;
but it is no lesa wrong to make them
-out better than they are.

A senslble reader doea not want to
be decelved. for his soul's good any
more than for his soul's harm. He
wants the unvarnished facts so that
he can bulld a course of rational con-
duect upon them. The irivial, unwhole-

L3 -
some and demorallzing items which
Mr. Matthews found

life in which i{ta readers had to mingle.
The paper would have dealt more falriy

20 much of the dark side and had ex-
aggerated the bright less deceptively.
There is no eafety for the world In the
concealment of truth.

The plea that newspapers ought to
present a false And misleading ac-
count of the world
the young'" has no merit. The young
wlll learn the facts of current 1fe
from one source or another. If they do
not obtaln the knowledge In temparate
and judicious form from the papera,
thay will obtaln It distorted and defilsd
from thelr companions, To deprive
the voung of decent sources of infor-
mation does not make It certain by
any means that they will go unin-
formed. Why not try to recognize
the fact that young people have tao
llve In the real world, not in an im-
aginary one, and that they will get
along better if they know szomething
about 1t?

AMERICA CAN BUILD SHIPS.

In ecompetition with 25 shipbullders
of England, France, Italy and Ge:=-
many, American bullders have se-
cured the contract for two Dread-
noughts for the Argentine Republic,
the contract price belng $22,.000.000.
This transaction ls a notable one. It
has a direct bearing on our economic
conditions and policles, far and away
greater than Iz shown by the mera
distribution among American work-

men and manufacturers of the sum
Invalved.

The shipbullding industry s at low
ebb throughout the world. General

stagnation in frelghts has left a greut
surplus of tonnage. Only abnormally
low rates quoted by the bullders will
Induce the placing of orders. Under
such conditions, nothing but the kecn-
est competition could be expectad
when such a prize as the bullding of

the two blg Dreadnoughts was at
siake. The contract came to this
country because American bullders
Wwith the cheapest raw material and

the most skilled workmen {n the world
were In & position to underbid forelxn
competitors.

On the Great Lakes where we are
actually compelled to bulld ships be-
cause we do not have the tonnage of
the warld to draw on for moving our
freight, tha mammoth carriers are
turned out more rapidly and at less
cost than anywhere else In the world.
Not only that, but the cost per ton
per mile of moving frelght in these
American lake-bullt eraft averages the
lowest roported anywhere in the world.
A Boston'dispateh in yesterdav's Ors.
gonian states that 4 seml-officlal esti-
mate of the cogt of the two Argentine
Dreadnoughts places the amount that
will be pald for labor at 90 per cent
of the total cost of the ships.

In securing this contract in the face
of such conditions, the American
bullders have dealt the saered jdol of
protection the most staggering blow
it has yet received. If American labsr
with its superior skill can wrest from
the cheap labor of Europe a $22.000,-
000 contract In which 00 per ecént of
the total goes to labor, what becomes
of that absurd theory that our Infant
Industries and overgrown trusts must
have an outrageously high tariff
solely for the protection of American
labor? It is particularly unfortunate
for that hungry band of ship subsidy
plirates, that a plain ordinary business
fact should throw such a bright light
through thelr transparent theory just
at this time when unusupl effort I=
belng put forth to force the subsidy
bill through Congress in the interest
of American labor.

Here Is a plaln question which the
subsidy seekers must answer: If Amer-
fean bullders can s&ecure contracts for
building warships for which the whols
world 1s competihg, and In which S0
poer cent of the dost Is for labor, can
any logical reason be advanced for
thelr inabllity to bulld on equally ad-
vantageous terms vessels for the mar-
chant marine?

THE SLUMF IN STOCKS.

Union Padlfle sold down below $183
a share yesterday. It may secem
strange to mentlon any stock that s
still zelllng $83 a share above par
as selling “down,"” but yesterday's
quotation represented a decline of
more than $80 a share from the higa
point resched last September. A sim-
ilar decline was noted throughout the
stock list, Union Pacific belng speclally
mentlioned becausa It is one of the
best rallroad securities In the market
and 1s thoroughly representative of
the higher class of rallroad stocks.
As the stock market aimost from s
inception has been regarded as a very
accurdate business barometer, it ap-
pears paradoxical to find {t suffering
weakness in'a period of widespread
prosperity. And yet that Is exaetly
what 18 happening, and the reason fur
it lles In the Inabllity or fallure of
the big Wall-street operators to take
heed of the great underiying causes
which produce values in stocks as well
as all other. commodities that - are
bought and sold,

When that wave of depression and
dissster swept over the country Ia
1807, ther® was an enormous shrink-
age in stock wvalues, and gllt-edge se-
curities were a drug on the market a2
prices far below thelr intrinzic value.
Btock gamblers, thoroughly frightened,
neglected these securities, and the
upward movement was started by con-
servative Investors who bought tha
stocks outright with a view to holding
them. This class of buying, not oniy
in this country but in Hurope, soon
started prices on the up grade, and
the specuiators trafled in. Within a

short time wa were agaln In ths
throes of a wild speculative orgy. Ad-
vances of 350 n share In rallroad

stocks and even more In some of the

Industrials, |lke Steel common, were
not unusual.
Then the conservative element,

swhich had rescued the market from
the scrap heap and the bargain coun-
ter, ‘agnin dlsplaved its conservatism,
this time In a different manner. An
«advance of $50 a share even on B se-
curlty that had been purchased for an
Investment was too attractive to lose.

|
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both sldes of the ocean. Europe, ow-
Ing large sums of money to Egypt for
cotton, and to Russia and South
America for graln, stock, ete,; shipped
back our high-priced securitlies with
a request that they be converted Into
gold, and the gold shipped away to
the countries to awhich she- - was in-
debted. This forced the high finan-
clers who were responsible for the
rise to abnormal levels to send out
of the country gold which was actualiv
needed at home, and at the same time

in his favorite |
dally were a part—a small part—of the |

by its patrona if it had not suppressed |

‘“for the sake of |

spend more milllong In an effort to
malintain prices at the artificial level
to which they had been forced. The
task was too great, especially when

| the small Investor ahd speculator who

in the past could be depended on to
play the part of the lamb refused <o
come In, sald lamb needing all of
his funds to meet the increased cost
of living.

This country_ ls producing and ore-
ating new wealth so rapidly that there
Is but small prospect of an immedinte
repetitlon of the slump 1907, but
there ia evidence that some of the
Wall-street manipulators have “‘over-
playad thelr hands,” and pending a re-
adjustment of prices on a somewhat
lower level, pessimism will be more
pronounced than the natural condl-
tions really justify.

of

“The commerce of our country s
llkely to suffer severely if Germany's
present attitude is maintpined,” said
President Frank J. La Lanne, of the
Natlonal Roard of Trade now In con-
vention at Washington. Surely thers
must be some mistake about this
Have we not recelved it stralght fro:n
the most eminent stand-patters In tha
country that we are blg enough and
strong enough and Independent enough
to get along without asking any favors
of the rest of the world? Is it poa-
#ible that we have built a trade-proof
fence around our country, and dea-
clared that we would do as we pleased
regardless of what Germany and other
countries might see Tt to do, only tn
find that there are vulnerable points
at which we are liable to recelve some
revere wounds? We must reprove
Germany for her actions, and if she
declines to buy our surplus producta,
we will eat them ourselves, or else
keep them to look at. The protective
tariff policy 18 receiving some rude
jolts just at this time and is slated
faor others,

The Portland Commercial Club has
closed another succeseful year—the
most snccessful from the standpoint
of results In Its history. During that
period It had the good fortune to be
under the direction of Dr. J. B. Weth-
erbes, who as president gave the club
a singulerily energetic and efficlent ad-
ministration, The c¢lub has Increased
In membership, despite a marked ad-
vance In monthly dues, has greatly
decreased its indebtedneds and other-
wise Improvad itg fAnancial sltuation,
has enlarged the scope of te activi-
ties and has altogether become an in-
dispensable factor in the onward prog-
ress of Portland and Oregon. A larye
share of the credit for this remnrk-
able record i due to Dr. Weatherbee.
The new president, Mr. H. Beckwith,
iz a well-known business man of ex-
perience In large affalrs, and 1t |s not
to be doubted that under him the
Commercial Club will prosper excced-
ingly and take even a greater part in
the promotion of the general wolfare.
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It is probable the Lords will vield
on the budget, but will not yvisld on
the proposal to grant a local legisla-
ture to Ireland. .This last question
then would go to the people again. A
local legislature for Ireland can hardly
be “tacked” on a finance bill. And
perhape the Irish party wil Insist on
the passage of their home rule bill
first—before ther will vote for the
budget. This, with the Lords stand-
ing out agalnst the Irlah programme,
would create -a deadlock, and the
whole subject would have to go to the
electorate again. It Is clear that the
state of partles in the United Kingdom
creates a tangle that the most astute
politician cannot see & way to un-
ravel.

Food buyers want too much, along
with the food they purchase. Thal's
one reason prices are high. They de-
mand that shop-keepers have stores in
high-rent districts and that they keep
up dellvery wagons and horses and de«
livery boys. They wish the stores
brightly lightéd and supplied with
abundant clerks. Moreover, they think
they are entitled to long credit. Al
this applies to the grocery stores and
the meatshops. There ought to be a
fisld Tor shopmen who will sell for
cash directly to buvers across the
counter, since this kind of tradesmon

can make a living profit at lower
prices.

—

The fake cripple who has been so-
liciting alms with one arm bound closs
to his body, to give out the impres-
sion that he had lost it, has been
sentenced to 15 days on the rock-
pile. In order to make the punish-
ment fit the ¢rime, hé should be com- |
pelled to break rock with one of his
arms pinloned In the same manner as
he carrled it while begging.

Attorney Citron talked for five hours
in opposition to the Broadway bridge.
That's about ths amount of time the
average Eaat-sider loses If he attempts
to make two round trips a day acfoss
the river with the present facillities.
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Hugh Cannon, who wrote “Goo-god,
Hyes" and other songs, says whisky has
#ent him to the poorhouse and ruined
his life. That will happen to anybody
who ruins a fluld that minds Its owan
business when let alone.

Walla Walla would solve the meat
problem by eallng chicken. But all
cannot stay out so late and many have
a fear of bulldogs, traps and shotzuns,

The Irish members of Commons will
hold the balance of power. That awill
be better sven than If the members
were pollcemen.

The meat trust, llke the undertaker,
can smile at a boycett agalnst high
prices, Elither of them can wait.

Millionaire Pearsons gays he wiil
dle pennlless. Only Andrew Carnegie
may doubt that he means it.

Any Investigation of increased cost
of living should include show tickets
ranging from 6 cents to $3.

If many reporis of loss of cattle
and sheep be true, the "eat-no-meat"”
pact will be a necessity.

Comets, ltke some other things,
greatly -Mnlm the uenlae imagin-
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has continued for =several months on r

ERA OF SUPREME HYPOCRISY,

The Day of Biatant Irresponsibility =t
Wanshington.,
Washington Telegram to Chlecago Tri-
ne.

President Taft has thrown aside the
role of politiclan which has been so dls-
tasteful to him, and hereafter will de-
vote Himself exclusively to the perform-
ance of the duties devolving upgn bim
as chlef executive.

The executive has made thix clear to
men with whom he has talked during
the Iast week, All he can do, hs sald,
is to do the best he oan to make the
Government as good fisx he can, to seccure
as much legislation ns he ¢an In the
right direction, and, In doing so, to use
those Instruments which are Indispen-
sgble to the passage of laws

The truth s, the President has =ald,
the country ls passing through a period
of sgpremo hypocrisy, in which the men
who make the loudest protestntions . of
hatred of monopoly, political corruption
and bossism have the great advaniage.
The only person who s at n disadvan-
tage Is the one upon whom falls the ne-
cessity for affirmative actlon and the
enactment of beneficial legislation.

Those who are responsible and who are
unable to formulate an Ideal, and then
make mouths bhefore the publlo In favor
of it, while blaming others for neot com-
Ing up Yo that ideal In practics, have an
advantage.

The President presumes this frequently
has been so In politics, and that his fate
is no Aifferent from that of others.

What Mr. Taft Is laboring to do Is to
do something, and the idea that he is
to stoop to make an enemy of Cannon,
and make an enemy of Aldrich, and
make enemies of thoss who In the present
Congress have power to bring ahout tha
raforms he I8 advocntng, does not strike
him with favor. He can afford to get
along with one term. which he does not
expect to add to, If he can polnt to things
doma and not to A record of only
hypoeritical demagogue. :

- -

The difficulty of being Presldent, he has
sald In commenting thereon, I8 that the
publlc asks and expects him to do msome-
thing which he ecannot do unless he has
the hearty support of the Republlean
party In Congress. The general fealing,
which his correspondentis seek to inter-
pret, Is that he enact laws “i:hnut any
party.

The abmurdity of this proposition will
be ultimately understood by the people,
perhaps not untll the Republican party
has been defeated two or three tlmes.
Then the real meaning of the mouthings
of the demagogués who are now talking
of what they call Canoonlsm and Ald-
richlsm will be shown.

Tt Is possible the commotion which has
been ereated by such persons may lead
to party defeat; bl as stated, the
FPresldent s determined to do the hest
he can In making the Government effec-
tive In its enforcement of the lawes and
better for the raforms which he hupun
to obtaln.

-8

- L d -

The trouble with the correspondents, In
the view of the Presldent, !s that they
ars on the outside and do not tak® into
consideration the troubles tfey would
have i they had to do something they

were charged to do and wore to look
about to mee If théevy could do it and
how they could do IL

In other words, If they weore to get

down to Brass tacks and mee how things
were to be accomplished they might pull
back their half pleasant method of de-
manding everything and, putting aside
the ¢lamor that prevalls over polltieal
conditions, find problemsg that would
reconelle them more or less to such con-
ditions.

The President resents the idea that he
iz being used by Benator Aldrich or any-
body elge, In the case of Mr. Aldrich,
what he has been told by that Iawmaker
always has turmed out to be true. The
Rhode Islander naver has misled him.
die has snld what Congress could do.
and he has worked ﬂn‘-rgelu-nlly to bring
it about.

The President dirl'em with the Senator
on the question of the tariff, he belng
a low tarlff advocate, whila Aldrich rep-
resents the high tariff theory.

- - -

With respect to the condition in ths
House, the President hams nothing to do.
He 18 not doncerning himself over the
flght ofi the Bpeakr or with
In the rales, although
sympathizes with

thae change
undoubtadly he
those who want the
rules changed. Ho realizes the party in
the House s disintegrating and he Is
anxious only to maintaln sufficlent dis-
cipline to Insura the passage of the logis-
Iation he desires.

In this connection It Is asserted tohight
that Senntor Aldrich has assured Presl-
dent Taft the Serate will pnsa his con-
servation billa and a bill establishing a
postal savings bank system.

Belleving 8% ho does In Mr. Aldrich,
the Presldent is confident this legislation
will get through the Senate at an early
data. Hik problam then will be to have
the Houde take favorable action.

By dedling both with Republleans and
4 Insurgents he Is hopeful that the party
in the House will stand by him, and
that when Congress adjourns ha will be
abla to show the country that he has
obtalned all the legislative reaults for
which he reasonably could hope.

Wise Bilrd, This Woeodpecker.

Cloveland Leader.

In Callfornla the woodpecker stores
acorns away, although he never eats
them. He bores several holes, differing
Elightly in size, at the Fall of the vear,
invariably in a pine tree. Then he finds
an acorn, which he adjusts to one of
the holes prepared for its reception.

But he does not eat the acorn, for, as
a rule, he s mnor & vegetarian, His
abject In storing away the mcorns ex-
hibits foresight and a knowledge of
resgults more akin to reason than to in-
stinect. The succeeding Winter the
acorns remaln Intact, Dut, bscoming
saturated, are predisposed to decay,
when they are attacked by maggots,
which =eam to dellght In this spaclal
food.

It Is then that the woodpecker reaps
the harvest his wisdom has provided,
at & time when, the ground belng
covered with snow, he wounld experience
difficulty otherwise In obtaining sult-
able or priatable food.

Two Roads to Henven.

Liondon Telegraph.

“Many a man,” we find a speaker say-
Ing, “"has got to hout'en bacause his
wife was a good cook.” And no doubt
the nmren In the audlence thoughtiessiy
applanded. But let ua not forget the
case of those who have gone to heaven
from exactly the opposite cause. These
Erave mattere have to he consldered
from all polnts of view,

Whanting Encrgy.
Philadelphia Inquirer.
A Cornell professor sava that any
one e&p hypnotize himself. What's
Eputasong thet stana ::‘.4," ot iy
of corpo @t any
‘m o qo the jo_b for us?

SHAKESPEARE WAS SHAKESPEARE

Hen Jonson's Tribute to the Transcend-
ent Talents of His Brother Dramatist.

Mr. John Munro has this to say in *“The
Shakspers Allusion Book' :

Befi Jonson stands alone, FHe is the
ounder of Shakespearian criticism. As
he friend of Shakespeare, one who
talked and laughed with him, as "the
moat solld, moat Iearned. and the
Strongest of the Ellzabethan play-
wrights, his utterances concerning his

superior In dramn

deserve our pros
foundest respect. Ben was too honest
—perhaps I may be forgiven If I say
too arrogant also—to glve unstinted
praise to the man he snys he loved:
but when we consider whnt he dis-
praised we shall sea that it does not
subtract from the honor of Shake-

speare; and when we consider what he
pralsed we &ghall sea It adds to the
honor of Jonson. He was a man of
different callber from Bhakespeare; he
loved Jlearning In a was that Shake-
Bpenre did not: but as he loved Iearn-
ing more, he knew men less. More
learned as he certalnly was, he re-
spected clas=lcal precedent and sym-
metry In A way that Shakaespeara could
not; and thers wher he thought his
etrength Iny. o us Hes his iInferfority:
for the free and happy geniuz of Shake-
speare, which to him “wanted art)”
carried drama (o a helght where all
hila art eould not reach It .-k
The art of Bhakes#panre, 1llke the art
of all great genluses, seldom shows
evidences of effort or difficulty: It =
direct and spontdneous,
win us= always with thelr human ap-
penl, and pu'sée with the warm blood
of life. And the whole of his work is
Imbuad with the happiness and pathos
which come of keen ¥ympathy with the
joya and woes of others; Is full of pity
and tenderness. Conaldering the work
and ldeals of Jonseon, therefore, and the
work and position of Shakespeare, we
see that the criticlsm that we have s
only such as we should expect; and
this, at all events, Is ecertailn, that
Shakespear='s works are not so remark-
able for the ahsénce of that quality
which Jonson called *‘art,”” ns Jonson's
are consplcuoug for the excess of it
Where Jonson was original—and be It
sald to his everlasting honor—was In
his praise aof tha grent dead poel. And
his pralse of Shakeapeare, the man, is
all the more valuable when wo romems-
ber how difficult Jonson was Lo get on
with; how arrogant and duarreisome
ho was; how he wius received graoclons-

with Inlgo Jones, with whom he quar-
reled 80; was finally expelled from
court and subjected to many misfor-
tunes, but to the last he was Invested
by the younger men with an authority
that must hdave greatly gratified . him,
Ben Jonsgon's llnes in the Folio are the
first adequate recognition of Shake-
speare's greatness, and though, ke all
his praisze, they are rather magilsterial,
they e@eem to be basad on a proper
comprehension of those particular
powera which made Shakespeare's im-
mortality.

DEVELOPMENT OF CHESS,

in lts Present Form
Game.
Strand Magazine,

Chess s but a game, a pastime, a re-

it Is a Modern

laxsation; but It has at timea absorbed
the facultles of the intellectunl In
overy olime. It numbers among Its

amateurs the greatest names of battle-
flelds and thrones; it tells of warrlors,
poets, painters, gaulptors, statesmen
and divines: It possesses a literature
and Iangunge of its own; It makes ene-
mles friends, and finds a templa on the
pcenn, In tha fortress and by the paace-
Ml filreside, Perhaps the groatest
pulogy on the game was the remnrk of
Bir Walter Ralelgh: “I do not wish to
flve longer than I ean play chess™ It
s eertaln thoat those who do not play
the game nre guite gnabls to form any
conception of the high intellsctual de-
lights experienced by the chess en-
thusiast,

The origin of cheéss has been sought
in vain., The fact Is, the game hns 50
changed, developed and improved down
the c¢oursé of centuries that In Its
pragent form It would not ba recog-
nized by Iis Inventor—If theres ever was
one. Tha oldest chess problem on
record ls thought to be that contained
in an afclent Perslan manuscript, at-
tributed to Callph Kalifen Mutasin
Blllah, who relgned in Bagdad, A. D,
838 to 842, But the reader would have
to learn the old rules boefore It was In-
telligible. For example, the gueen could
make a move of only one square at -
time. and that on a dlagonel; but =
fqueen promoted from a pawn was al-
lowed to make a move of two squares
diagonally. The blshop had no power
ovVer any square except the thirgd from
which 1t stood on Ilts own diagonal line,
but It was allowed to vault over any
space that happened to be between. In
short it was a totally different game.
Chess In the precise form in whieh we
knaw {t and play. It today Is & com-
paratively modern game

Only a Paluted Devil,

New York Sun.

Why thefi make such a pother about
Cannon and his irredeemable wicked-
nogs? SBimply because—and thix Is Lhe
mepat and marrow of Insurgency—an
number of gentlemen from ddistriots
onece full of Populism and satlll smit-
ten with Rooseveltism tremble for
thelr fences. By using poor old Uncle
Josephus as a bugaboo they hope to
make th#lr nomination nand eloction
sure. Cannon s but a printed devil
The majority of the Insurgents sre
simply flghting to save thelr bacon,
fighting because they don't dare to

fight Taft and run the chance of los-
ing thelfr postmasterships.

Foollsh Foed Boyceits.

Epringfield Republioan.

Boyoeotls against the high food pricea
are buvoming quite the fashlon of the
momasnt, Several Ohlo elties report
large grouplings of citizens In pledge to
atop eating ment, or to Dboycott the
butcher shope. and some people aras
trying to organize similar movements
on a National scale. This s all quite
foollsh. Jf each familly cannot of its
own motion be brought to live within
It menns by such sconomles as will
overcome the high prices, what is llkely
to come of theso group efforts? They
will not last long.

Cost of Indlaos,
BUXTON. Or, Jan. £4.—(To the Edl-
How much does the 1'nited States
spend & yéar upon all the Indians of
the country? R. H.

In 1908 the expenditures were §$14.-
560,768. The average for the past 20
years was about §12.500,000.

Nothing on Bryan.,

Denver Republican.

Norman E. Mack says his Democratic
magasine s a success, But It doesn't
meem to have built as many fine resi-
dences de luxe and barns ns the Com-
moner.

Two American Bilrds.

Chicago News.
The hen 18 o meek and lowly bird,
but she has done more for this coun-
try than the eagle aever will deo,

Amerien's Tender Spot.
Washington Post.
The wound made by the 1807 panlo
has healed, but It won't 4o to swat the
scar too hard.

Why Hesltate?
ELoulsville Courjer-Journal.
The New York Press savs that It's

“Cannon or Cheos.” All right. Why
| hesitate?

His characters '

WHO SHALL MANIFEST THE TRUTH?
Christian Sclenting

lowers of

Defines ¥Ydeal Fol-
the Nazarene,

PORTLAND, Jan. 20.—«¢To the Bdi-
tor.}—The brief extricts referring to
Christlan Sclence in The Oregonian to-
day quoted from Dr. wder's paper on
“Modern Substitittos } et

of Jesus Christ,™
conferance yestorda)
tent thatl one muy go
clusions from a doubtfu!
of any tesaching.
To chaoraoterize any

heY

substitute for t re

Christ Is sarlous husiness

able accurately to delermine that any
would be declured by Joesps ¢ L £ ]
be exactly what he would | £ In
case e were on earth oW 1 then
be able to " say, after unds ding
thoroughly various teachin and
methods of salvation differd there-
from, wheraln they were wron I da
not kmow of any Individoal on onrtl
todny who possesscs Lhe e of
knowledge calecuiniaod il o
do thi=s or wha | ;
claim. All anyone c¢an do | the wisy
of profession, ls lo endeavor

doeep. desire 10 know na

lT‘llli" to galn through sp i i
standing such a Kknowleilge of « i
will afford them o basis for 4 Satist
existence the purpose of which = to
manifest God as the XNazarenc
Anyong able to do this wounld be fo
lower of Jesus Chrlst and belis X
the method of salvation he taughti and
demonstrated.

As to what Mra Eddy hias given to
the world, and which is responsible Iy
numberles Instuncex for the hoallng of
#In and diseas 1 an Inoroass in t
hops of complete salvation, she snve
on page 9 of the preface of Bclence 1
Health: ““Paday, though rejolcing
some progress, she sifll finds ! %
willing disciple nt the heavenly gale,
walting for the mind of Christ

On the guestion of tha realits
reality of sin, the confusion of t
tleman Is dus to failure to
the standpoint taken by i
Solence. It may L sugzesiod
evidence of sin of any kind (L
a lack of obedience to G L
good and whose dealgn couid never ha
an¥thing other than good & erd

ntion is for the purpose Of mmur
him—I1t may properly appear

motlve for sinning does not cma
from the mind that Ia God
by not deserving of the re

nd I8 thore-
agnitio

1y by the King; afterward thrown Into
prison; afterward WS made poet
Inurente: how he was masquemnker l

in

real that right Ideas are;
words, ldeas gxpressive of the
God, life, truth and love.
standpoint, the attitude of
vidunl townrd Ein ia to rec

clnims of bringing him any g )
| being in accord with law, ns false, un-
trua, and 80 unreal, T
HOWARD . VAN METER,

for

Committee on Publication Dregon.

Guarfleld Plochoted.

Coliimbus *Letter 1o Cincinnati Coms
mercial Tribhune.
James R. Garfleld's defense o
ford Plnchot mnd his declar
FPinchot was one of the strongeost
porters of the Rooseveit poll

tnken generally as a criticism
fdent Taft and serves to ells

as a possibllity In the securing
Prestdentin]l Indorsement for Gover
Perhaps Mr. Garfleld is not lookin
President Tuft's 1!1[[""“"'!’1‘I’. and Tony
want to run on his own int with-
out regard to Whethes # t
wants him to run. At all evenls
numeérous printed interviews up ‘
ing Pinchot, In the fuce of Presjident
Tatt's disapproval of Pinchol's §
have not popularized him among
President’s friends in Ohlo Mang he
lHeve Mr. Garfield has given up all 'r""'..
of belng & +ecandidate and _r.{-_,. “
to speak his mind without fear of the
result,

Dr. Bell’'s New Worid “Drome.”
Chicago Post.
Thera I8 much to commend
Alexander Graham Bell's advol
the word “drome”™ as the verb
nify flight in an alrship,
bad, too, as the noun meaning
Itself. But it has an unplons
of barbarle abbreviation—it
much llke "phone. Also, hows i
ftegnor Bell's Canndian friends
use 1it, It has on this =ide of tho
a static, rather than a dynamic sugEs
gestion. 'T‘n us an .u-r-uliruuw
course devotad to aerlnl contd
ax = hippodrome s na
horses, The Internalio
cnl Federation is to discus
ology of flight in Parls l‘|'|‘-=‘:nu'.
Professor Bell ought to take ;‘-‘-.“VTH.
word over there for &4 SLArtcer, remem-
bering all the whils that usng not
,,-;.-m'm(- approval, must finnliy deters
mine Its fate,
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Atlrship Trips nt the Passion Piny.
Baltimore News
ures Con-

One of the interesting feo b oot
nected with the Passion I ¥ \s.:t:h
wiil be held at Obersmss Snu, \m)r.-
many, will be the proposed virghip pas-
!(&ug‘cr line which s t run bhoetwaon
Munich and Oberammergau frusn_l\’l. v
1 to October 1. When \\.':’.;l[h-_r iz fa-
vorable It iz proposed 1o mako }'_vs'n

Fen two eitier, 1ho
trips dally between the 1es.
timae “:'hh i is will tuke le Ngured ay
being about threa hours,

Huphemized Advice.
Pittsburg Chronlelea Telegraph.

President Taft's advice Hm.‘.‘r,-w focs
tions In Congress oultivate h noni-
ous raelstions should be fully ef-
fective as the famous admonition to
Kansas to “ralse more corn and loszs
hell”

The Decision Sinnds.
Roston Glohe.
No protest having been me
onel Henry Wattergon, Proe:
decislon that whisky Is
be allowed to stand,
» What! In Uinh?
Salt Lake Clty Descore
The oporation for divoree
even more corhmof than the

for mnppendieitis,
i

Crelone in the Mint Hed.
T

Cleveland Plaln
Washington Post
to Col, Whtterson

The
fudgel

BOHIIMIA,

The following poam wns
John Boyle O'Rellly, the
and was published in an
poems. The book is not
print:
Oh, I Jong for the giow

And the clasp of a friendly
And T'd rather live in Bohemia

Than in any other land!®

onf

There are no titles Inlieritod therso

No horrd nor hope for the bLralnless heolr;
No gilded dullard, nobly b
To stare at his fellow with |

caden

Bohemia has none but adopted

Tia limits—where Fancy's by strenm
runs— ) Lo
Its honors—nol garnered Tor (hrify or toade,

But for Besaty and Truith men's souls Bave

mada,

To the empty haart in = jeweled broast

There s value, maybe. In o purchased oroei;

HBuat the thirsty of woul soon lenrnad to know

The moistureless froth of tha social flow;

The wulgar sham of the pompous Teant

Whoen the heaviest tho
prieat.

purss s highest

rimpéed and iesd

Tha organiced charity

In the nomo of a vautious, stolistienl Chrisc;

The smile restralned, the reapoctable cant—

Where a friemd in need ls a friend in want!

Where the only aim la to Keep afont

And a brother might drown, with = ory
his throat!

Oh, I long for the glow of & kindly heart
And the ciasp of o friendiy hand,
‘And I'4 rather Hve In Boh-!mul.

in

| Than in any other lund



