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TANGLE OF BHITISH POLITICS.
There Is a growing probability that
the Liberals will not have a majority
in the House of Commons that they
can call wholly thelr own. They will
ba forced to Iy on combinntions with

the Labor pariy and the Irish party;
and for support of. such combinations
it will be difficult for the Liberals to
control the whole body of thelr own
members. They will be plagued by
*Insurgents,” who will balk at the
demands of the alllgs of the Liberal
party; and, morcover, soms portions
of the alltes, not getting aill they de-

mand, are very llkely to join In mak-
ing trouble for the Liberal leaders.
The Conservative forces without doubt
will act an o solid body, and may have
A disposition to grant to the National-

Ists and Labor party better terms In
some directions than the Liberals arae
willing to allow them. It is Impos-
sible to Imagine what results may
come oul of such a hotch-potch of
politics,

The popular vole thus far for the

Conservatives 1s much larger than that
for the Liberals, and probably will be
still larger by the time the wvoting
} ended. It iz cloar that nothing can
be done that will radleally change the
presant constitutional balance of forces
in the Unlted Kingdom. The ldea
widely entertained that existence
of the House of Lords be Im-
perilled by this struggle will Trade
away, under contemplation of the
enormously heavy vote which the Con-
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the
would

secvative party Is able to command.
Most Englishmen are averss to revo-

lationary procecdings,

The House of Poeers usually Is Indo-
lent. Its members (o not like a con-
test with the Commons; and when they
do take a positlyve stand against the
Commons, there usually Is some rea-
#on that goes down very deep into
* the history and customs of the coun-
try—not lghtly to be set aslde. It is
this hold on the past, operating to a
Ereater or less axtent on the general
mind of the country, that checks the
progress of novel pollajes, In our

country a simlinr force l= In oconstant
wmperation, but commonly In much leas

degroe.

In the new Parliament the dehsdtes
probably will be even hotter than /in
the old., The course of.the present
elections seems to be opening the way
to  unusual opportunities ~for party
combinations, for or ngainst leading
meéasures. Tmprobable ns It may seam,
the Conservatives may make advances
to the Irish party, and even consent
to A local parliamentary assembly for
Irelund. That would be 'a, coup, In-
dead. Firet of all things in the minds
of Irish membera of Parllament I8 a
Incal legislature for thelr country and
home rule.  They could not be blamed
for entering into any alllance to get it.

. RATLROAD FIGHT TO COXTINEE.

It will probably be disappointing to
the “"unco-guid” coriticas of President
Taft to note that the sult against the
rajlroad merger will be vigorously
prosecuted. In view of the facts that
have been presented In thig connec-

w—2on, there seems but small lkellhood

“Of the Government being successful
in the sult to dissolve what are known
as the Harriman propevties, It I= a
well-known fact that it is &gn Impos-
sibility for a man to ride -Il:t of Wash-
ington City on a rallroad train with-
out traveling over lines from which all
competition hos been sllminated by
mergers, pools and eommunity of in-
terest  policles. It = equally well-
known that the New York Central sys-
tem with its control of the West Shore,
Like Shore, the Erle and other paral-
leling lines, ers one of the most
strlking examples of noncompetition
that ¢an be found fn the United States
trn‘]ﬂ}'

With these bright and shining ex-
amples of merging of rallroad proper-
tles right under the eve of the Gov-
ernment at Washington, it has alwayvs
seemed 'strange that the Government
should mako its first sortie Into the
“rallroad merger” field here In the
Far West, where the Union Pacific and
the Southern Paclfie. for the grenter
part of thelr mileage. nre hundreds of
miles apart, and except at terminnls
are In no sense competing roads, and
do not serve the same territory. But
the prossocoution of these merger sults

=J& a heritage which the preceding Ad-

> ministration

J to oarry

has passed on to Presi-
He must make the Attempt
out this particuflar Roose-

F dent Taft,

(% velt pollcy by as vigorous & prosecu-

tion as will be posslbie in the existing

= 'conditions,

L o

In ignoring the existence of merged

jerlines nearer at hand, and In. whilch the

aﬁ(wr_r

;1 evidence wae much sironger than It is
b

;in the Union Pacific-Southern Pacific
= case, the retiring Administration put
on  the Taft Administration a
rease ln which conviclion could hardly
\be other than extremely difficult. It

u?haa also left the President in a posi-
~*tlon whera he will “be damned if he

Oldoes and damned If he doesn’t.”

With

.;cnni,\' i forlorn hope of conviotion, he
Eamust proceed with the sult or else be

pweminent predecessor.

branded as » traitor to the cause of his
If he proceeds

=awith the suit and loses, as he probably

>ewill, we may expect the anti-Taft ele-

-

ent to set up a howl of criticlsm over

& the manner In which the sult was con-

wducted.

=, T s a very difficult position in which

PETRTE R

* the President has been placed, but in
the circumstances there is no other
ceourse ta be pursued than that swhich
“he Is now following. Despite the In-
terference, unwarranted criticism and
other handicaps to which he has been
subjected. President Taft has been
gradunlly working out the reform poll-

-

1]

i;-trlas of hls predecessor and will un-

'3 _doubtedly continue to do 80. His ac-

complishments lack some of the spec- 1
tacular, brass<-band methods to which
the country had become accustomed,
but they are none the less effective.

NORMAL FEUD AGS T

The sequel to the Normal SBchool
business In Oregon s yet to be writ-
tén. It may be almost as strenuous
as were the chapters ending with the
Legislature's refusal last year to grant
lifeglving money to the four institu-
tions that bhave taken active part in
legislative matters for many years
Foar it iz generally supposed .that the
lawmakers In thelr next sesslon wlill
plck up something out of the avreckage
and endeavor to establlsh one inatitu-
tion, or perhaps two. Belection of site
and final dlspesitlon of the old parn-
phernalia are llkely to eall for herolc
trentment. Already Hood River has
enterad the competition as candidate
for the apple of discord. Baker Clty,
Pendleton, La Grande, The Dalles and
towns In"Western Oregon which have
an eye for politieal “'plums' are ex-
pected to regurd normnals a= thelr kind
of fruit. It wili be remembered thnt
supporters of the overdone normal
business would not permit Monmouth
in the last Leglslature, nor Balem, nor
any other town near the center of the
state's activities, to obtaln the consoll-
dated school, »

It ought to be poseible, however, to
put normal schools on rational basls
and to bulld up & proper institution.
The institutions that Oregon has boon
nursing along on short rations, In
places distant from population centers,
served the purpose of thelr existence
In sorry  fashion. Concentration of
funds and effort Iz needed to set up
and keed up normal edoention In thia
sitate. Normal school partisans, in-
trenched In the House of Representa-
tives In Salem last Winter, defeated
every attempt for consolldatlon and
new location, .

A spirft of amity s needed, first of
all, and If that is not possible, then
extermination of all the forces that
have been upholding the old system.
Normal education should no longer be
4 local, but a state-wide matter, to be
managed in accord with state-wide re-
quirements.

SIMPLICITY IN A NEW PUMP.

The Inventlon of a pumplng process
by the explosion of a gas, ns we learn
from The Literary Digest, affords a
new and probably a practical way of
ralsing water in large quantities chesp-
Iy¥. The gas to be exploded is com-
pressed over the surface of the water
which s free to escape upward
through a tube. By the explosion
gErent pressure s generated and o
quantity of svater ls driven out of the
regervolr. A fresh supply of com-
bustible material is then qulckly in-
troduced, which s compressed by
some of the water flowing back down
the tube. The process is repoated in-
definitely as long as.there is any fluid
in the reservolr. It is astonishingly
simple. No apparatus Is required in
the escape tube, mot even a chesk
vitlve,

Indeed, a check wvalve, no matter
how light, would be dangerous, since
the high explosive employod would
burst the tube before the valve could
acquire wveloclty enough to move out
of the way. A layer of alr and & Iayer
of rock offer about the seme instan-
tancous resistance to a eharge of dyna-
mite,

Nothing s mere fascinating than to
phesrve the progressive Indusirial ap-
plication of the energy of high ex-
plosives, Suppose a genlus =hould
some time discover how to confine and
gradunll¥ release as It was needed the
energy. 'of la \dvnamite cartridge. We
mighl enap oyr fingers at the Water
Fowar Trust. Soch a thing seems im-
possible,, 'of course, but then a good
many things. have secmed impossible
which were accomplishad nll the same
In 'dae time.

THAT HOUSE OF GOVERNORS.

The project of adding A “Houss of
Governors'

to our National govern-
mentnl- machinery does not wholly
aremend itself to a refleqgtive mind.

The motives of those who argue for It,
a8 sumemarised by William George
Jordan, of New York, io his little mon-
ograph, ure #xcellent, but their wisdom
Is yuestionable. More could be sald
fcr thelr project If It included the
abolishment «f some of our present
superfluous . mochlnery, but It does
ncthing of the kind. It merely adds
another Intricate set of eceoentrics and
Eetars o an engine which 1s already
too complicated to run with efficiency
ar economy. But even If the proposed
Houze of Governors wara Intended to
replace some cumbrous and lethargic
department of the Pederal Govern-
ment, instead of attaching o new con-
trivance, it would still bs undesirable.

Thoe Governors of the states are
local officlals elected for purely local
PUrpPOsSes. They are the most cone-
spicuous and valuable factors In tha
siate government as  distingulshed
from the Federal. The Instinct of ths
prople has heen constantiy {ncreasing
their power of Ilate and centering
new confidence in them. In magnify-
Ing the executive some states seem to
have found a corrective for the in-
officlency of the legislativa hranch. No
local official Is more needed for sirict-
Iy home uses than the Governor. Were
he to be spirited away and converted
into o Federal functionary the states
would have to reéplace him with a sim-
flar official under a new name, and
what would be gained?

To be sure, the projectors do not in-
tend to keop the Governors at Wash-
Ington permanently., “An annual sea-

slon of two or three weeks” s Mr.
Jordan's modeérate demand at pres-
ent, But we know what comes from

small bBeginnings., The attractiveness
of the Federal slde of their duties
would ineviitably prevall over the lo-
enl. The-satate would lose the most
essential figure In its government, and
the . Natlon would galn nothing, of
consequence., Mr. Jordan seems to
think the House of Governors would
check current centrallzing tendencies
at Washington. He Is probably wrong.
There are heavy adda that it would
ald the very thing he (s eager to
counteract. Once make the state Gov-
ernors a compact organization and
glve them a finger In the Faderal pie,
and thelr affection for state authority
will wither llke the flower, Bvery frog
would be an ox iIf it could:. The only
way to preserve the Governor's whols-
some efficlency is to keep him pre-
clsely what he Is, an’ official whose
exclusive interest lies In his own state.
His provingialism and sactional
narrowness are, in 8 way, his funda-
merital virtues, At any rate, he !s Use-
ful only so long as hias aye is fixed on
local affalirs.

The notion that a House of Govern-
ors would promote uniform laws In

|

the various states may or may not be

sqund. Tt would depend on how much
influence the Governor retalned at
hame after his transformation into a
Federgl officinl,. We suspect that hils
local fafluence would lose Its practl-
cal! virtue and degenerate into mere
machine bullding intrigue. All that
is desirable in the way of the promo-
tion of uniform laws by the state Gov-
ernors can be attained by calling
them together once in A while, mora
or lesa Informally, as has been done

already. The (tch to put every good
Idea Into a steel frame of hard and
fast law la.a perfect plague in the

Unlted States. Why not leave soma

concepts free to evolve In the wild
state ?
Moreover, complete uniformity of

focal Iaws is not necessarlly a desirable
consummation. If all the states had
exadtly the same laws, why have sepa-
rate statés? The distinctions hetween
them 'would become [llusory. They
would' differ-only in name, A great
advantage of state antonomy is the
freedom It affords for Jegisiative ex-
periments. New Ideas can be worked
out in the more adventurous commu-
nitles without Involving the whole
country in risk of disaster. Where unl-
form statutes seem decidedly sworth
while they are belng attained through
wide discussion and cauntlous experi-
ment. The process sometimes appears
co slow that It makes one impatient.
St111, dellberation is better than haste.
Besides, there {8 nothing to hinder the
Governors from promoting uniform
legialatton at thelr own capitals If the
subject Interests them.

WASHINGTON'S BOURNE.

Miles Poindexter, Representotive
in Congress from Washington, Is In-
surging all alone. He dJdoesn't agree
with anybody about thiz Ballinger-
Pinchot business. He thinks the Re-
pubilican majority is wrong, and has
no right to control the House; he

thinks the Insurgent Republicans are
wrong In endeavoring to reach a har-
monlous understanding with the
House organization; and he thinks the
Democrats are wrong for reasons not
clear; yet there must be reasons, since

Poindexter has not yet announcedl
hig reafMiliation with the Democratic
party. For Poindexter was once a

Democrat; then he was a Populist (so
we hear); then he became a Repubil-
can; then an Insurgent; now he lsn't
anyvthing.

Polundexter thinks the
majority outraged the
Duemocratic minority by declining to
accept the Democratic nomination of
Ralney, a bitter partisan, a personal
foe of the Presldent, and a malignant
anemy of his Administration, to be on
the Ballinger-Pinchot Investigating
committee. The privilege of naming
members of this special committee was
not extended to the minority as a
right, but as a cgurtesy. The Democ-
racy deliberately abused the courtesy
by nominating & member known to be
grossly unfair In all partisan matters
and extremely offensive to the Repub-
lican majority and the Administra-
tion. The House, acting through Its
responsible Repuablican majority, re-
Jected him, as it should have done,
and Iltself named a Democrat of unim-
peachable party standing, Nothing
else could In reason have been asked
or expected of the House.

But Polndexter, where, oh, where is
he? All slone in the political chaos
at Washington, awithout influence or
party or future. For FPolndexter ls
the Bourne of Washington State. He
iz another cholce blogsom of the direct
primary. He Jonathanbourned the
Republican party mth giving him a
Congressional nomination fn 1908 by
g small plurality over half a dozen
other candldates: then, belng the Re-
publican nomines, party loyalty gave
him the election.

Party loyvalty! Now you see what
Polndexter is doing for his party.

Republican
rights of the

PORTLAND'S WHEAT EXPORTS.

A Beattle correspondent writes The
Oregonian gquestioning the statement
that “Portland next to New York,
the largest wheat center in the Unlted
States.”” He asks: "Is It not trus
that both Duluth and Minneapolis lead
Portland in thiz respect?”

Bulletin No, 6, of the Department of
Commerce and Labor, under date of
January 12, glves the total wheat ex-
ports for 1900 as follows: New York.
12,687,637 bushels; Portimnd, 5,571,000
hushels; Duluth, 4,614,277 bushels.
Puget Sound {& fourth with 3.096.516
bushels.

Our correspondent bases his sus-
piclons of the Portland claim _to
second place on the heavy car recoipts
it Duluth and Minneapolis, These re-
celpts are, of course, not reflected In
Duluth’s exports, and are probably
heavier than those of Portland. That
Portland's export trade s only a small
portion of her actual wheéat business is

is,

shown, however, by the figures for
1508 pn coastwise wheat and flour
trafMe Exclusive of the &.571.000
bushels exportad as wheat, Portland

last year handled an additional 8,000,
000 bushels which was shipped elther
coastwise or as flour to the Orlent,

OUR BEST CUSTOMERS.

In order to make clear the reason
for granting minimanr tariff rotes tn
gome countries whilo higher rates are
demanded from others, the State De-
partment ha=s made public a report of
trade relations between the United
States and forelgn countries. By this
report we find that the United King-
dom takes nearly one-half of all the
eXports sent
Europe, and one-third of all exported
to the entire world. In 1908 we sold
to the United Kingdom mora than
$600.000,000 worth of goods. Ttaly,
Russia, Spain, Switzeriand and Turkey
also showed a strong preference for
American goods. While the volume of
their purchases from the United States
was small In comparison with that of
Great Britain, they, nevertheless,
favored this country with their patron-
age.

This preferential tar!ff, while mak-
Ing concesslons In favor of the few
countries that have displayed a pref-
erence for American exports, of course,
does not pull down the barriers far
enocugh to offer any material advan-
tage’ to the unfortunate American
consumer who should be permitted
to enjoy the advantages of the cheap
products which our foreign customers
wonld 1tke to sell to us. There Is
probably no other phase of the ship-
subsldy question that has been more

frequently touched on than that
stereotyped statement that we are
paying the foreigners 3$200,000,000

per year to carry our freight to mar-
kef, and that all of this sum could be
saved If wo awould pay a ship subiidy
of big proportions. The matural in-
ference of the uninformed on reading

that angient stock argument of the
subsidy-seekers would be that this

by the United States to’

$200,000,000 was a dead loss to the
country, and that we were receiving
nothing in return for it

These recent statements of tha
showing made by the foreign trade of
the country are  interesting, when
taken in connection with thiz freight
space which we buy from the for-
eigner, The value of American ex-
porta for 1808 was $1,727,383,128.
This enormous amount of American
products was sold to the people who
have supplied the tonnage for carry-
ing it to market. We pald them the
$200,000,000 freight for carrying away

the $1,727,383,128 worth of American
exports which they bought, becausa
we had fgund by actual experience

that we could not dellver the goods In
American shipe except at a cost far in
excess of the $200,000,000,

Aside from this, when our best cus-
tomers hnve no meore remunerative
field In which to invest their savings
than shipping, they might not be fi-
nancially situated so that they could
purchase such large gquantities of
goods from us, unless we gave them In
return some business for thelr shipsa,
The arrangement ls of mutual advan-
tage to this country and to the for-
elgners and, unt!l the American ship-

owners are in a position to sell us
$200.000,000 worth of ocean freight
space for $200,000,000 there will be

no Incentive to change.

The Pacific Mall
pany is said to be contemplating es-
tablishment of a line of steamers be-
twesn Beattle and thé Orient In con-
nection with extension of the Unlon
Pacific service to Pugst Sound. There
Are two excellent reasons why the Orl-
ental business of the Union Puaclfle
system should beé shifted north from
the Bay City. One is the heavy offey.
ings of flour for shipment to the Ori-
ent, and no longer obtainable in San
Francisco. The other Is the necessity
of providing westbound tonnage for
cars needed to handle the lumber
traffic originating in ths Pugst Sound
district recently entered by tha Unlon
Paclfic. The Orlental flour trade,
which had Its inception in California,
hus long since departed from that
state, and has probably reached \its
maximum volume out of the northern
port2. For .many years, however, (it
will continue to be o most important
factor In supblying cargoe for WeSsSt-
bound Oriental liners.

Steamshlp Com-

That expected flood of wheat with
which the Argentine was to deluge tho
markets of the Old World has appar-
ently been delayed in transit. Ship-
ments for the weck ending yesterday
were but (04,000 bushels, compared
with 2,704,000 bushels for the same
week last year. This Is a very insig-
nificant amount te come out of &4 Coun-
try whieh for the next three months
will be the principal souree of sup-
ply for the importing countries of Eu-
rope. Australia, which has already
begun shipping heavily, iz altso falling
a little short of last year, this week's

shipments amounting tao 2,704,000
bushels, compared with 2,594,000
bushels the correaponding week last
¥ear. Fortunately for the European
bread-eaters, the stocks on hand in

Burope are materially larger than they

were 8 yeur ago, and higher prices
haove undoubtedly resulted In some
curtallment of the consumption,

A conslderabls number of recently
invented alrships which were Intended
to make thelr initial flight at Los An-
geles wers unable to get off the carth,
and their inventors were very much
downhearted over their fallure. Thers
iz room for some conselation In the
thought that, so long as they remained
on terra firma, there was no liability of
the aviators losing thelr lives by o
drop from the clouds.

A Seattle attorney announces that
he will deliver messages from John
Wilkes Booth to the people of Seuttle,
telllng where he is and what his splrit
is now doing. Having established com-
munication with the spirit world, 1t
would be a great etroke of enterpri=e
for the Seattle man to get in commu-
nicatlon with the late Darius Green
and get his views on flying machines
“over yonder.”

Charles Messener, of Chehalis, who
cantributed to the death of his Invalld
wife by brutally abusing her and was
placed under arrest, whiningly attrib-
utes her death and his present plight
to "drink.” Drinking, he means.

News from the Orient Is to the sffect
that Japan is discouraging emigration,
except into, near-by Asia. In the
Spring the Japs may go Into Russian
territory by corps and army.

Count Boni may feel he has lost a
lot of money, now that Marjorie Gould
I slated to marry young Drexal. But
can 4 man lose any money he never
had?

The boycott on meat In many East-
ern cltles Is good for the health of the
boycotters, but maost of them will Jjump
for a bone when the ordesl {8 over.

It is said that after the .trial jury
finishes up, Binger Hermann will de-
glre to refer the guestion to the peo-
ple. But, of course, that depends.

Stensland. Chlcago banker, who stole
the savings of the poor. is paroled af-
ter three years. It is little wonder
Morse and Walsh are hopeful.

This is the weather that used to pra-
vail all Winter before the advent of a
lot of persons who thought they knew
better.

Opearation of public dancing halls in
this city on Sundass will continue, but

there will be no *““all promenade to the
bar!™ ‘

l

A Portland Chinaman’s wifs ran
away with a Jap. We didn't suppose
there was that much preference.

Elimination of the rear handrail will
decrease streetcsr accldents until ail
women become lefi-handed,

Who now wiil say that a Portland
policeman is never at the right place
&t the right timea?

i

Would-be hold-up men are learning
that honest wages are safer than pis-
tol-point robbery.

Colonist rates in effect March 1 will
affect the census slightly.

A dead bandit is betier than a llve
hold-up. Spead the work.
et o i S

_This latest boycott may be the work

.of & nut trust.

3
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THE TAFT REFORM PROGRAMME.! WISHES TO BE ON TRUTH'S SIDE,

Legisiation That the President Wil
Ank w»f Congress.
From Washington Dispatch to New York
Evening Post.

It becomes possible and permissibla to
outline the Winter's executive programme
which President Taft will ask the two
houses of Congress to enact into law,
and which the Republican leadeérs of
both branches have promised the Presi-
dent shall be snacted Iinto Iow. The
Itoms of the prograpune In the order of
thelr importance are;

Amendments to tha interstate comunerce
aot.

A Inw providing for the voluntary Fed-
eral Incorporation of corporatlons.

A law putting upon the statute books
the eo-called Roosevelt policles on the
conservation of natural resources, as rec-

ommended In Secretary Balllnger's an-
nunl report.

A lnw creating a postal savings bank
system.

A law for the reorganization of the
Bovernment of Alaskn.

A statehood law for the torvitories of

Arizona mnd New Mexleo.

Drastic reductions in approprintions and
economy in Fedeoral expenditure.

That is the President's Winter pro-
gramme of legisiation. That is the pro-
gramme which Aldrich, Hale, Cannon,
Payne, Dualsell, Tawney und the other
Rapulillean managers of legislntion have
promised Mr. Taft they will take up and
endeavor to put through for him. That
{s the programme upon which the Re-
publican members of Congresa must go
to the country next Novembeér for re-
election. The radieal *“Insurgents™ of
the Middle West have been demanding
“sction® of the President They will
have thelr fill of it, If they enact Into
Iaw all the proposals which the Presidont
recommends.

Mr. Taft will not,
petes or sounding
the public mind In behalf
mendations,. He will
peal to the country
Congress to have his
made Into. law,

of trum-
10 agitata
of hig recom-
persanally

with blare
drums, seok

not
before applying

recommendations
He will not start a
“back fire” In the districts of membars
of Opngress who smhow thomeelves luke-
warm or antagonistic In acceding to his
suggestions for leglslation. In fine, he
will not employ Roosevelt mothods In
seeking to make the so-called Hoosevelt
polioles effective, My, Tarft has lot this
much be known very clearly.

The President has conferred fully and
freely with the Reapublivcan party man-
agers” In Congress who have ocome to
him., He will contlnue to urge hig plans
by persongl solicttation upon all Repub-
Hean Benatora und Representatives who
come {o the White House, He has told
Republioan Congressmen that he will not
make any legisiative recommendsations
that good Republicans cannot conscien-
tlously advocats wnd support. Having
made his recommendations It will rest
upon Congress to e¢nact them into law
or not, as It sees filt But Congress musi
take tha responsibility. Mr. Taft foels
that he will have done all that he may
properly do when, through special mes-
sages and by personal private sollelta-
tion, he has urged his views upon the
twa branches and the Individual members.

np-

BILLBOARDS A PUBLIC NUISANCE.

Thus Derciared n New York Sapreme
Justice In m Heeeat Decislon.
FPhiladelphin Inquirer.

Among recent declsions againest bill-
boarids was that by Justice Seabury,
of the New York Supreme Court, In &
caze In which the muthoritles of Man-
hattan Borough were the defendants,
with the C. J. Sulllvan Advertlsing
Company as plaintlff. This declslon up~
held the contentlon that the advertis-
ing compiny had no right to
signs on & temporary shed acroks a
public highway. An Important poliat In
Justice Seabury's decision was to this

effect:

“Such =lgns being ocutside the build-
ing llne, it in doubtful if the municipal
authoritles could lawfully have author-
ized thelr erection. The streels or high-
ways ore publle property. The streets,
Including the sidowalks, belong ‘from
slde to alde and end to end' to the
public. Abutting owners have nto right
to appropriate this public property to
private usea, The erection of billboards
or slgns upon or over public property
is an appropriation of publin property
to private uses, and 1§ No MOore sSANO-
tioned by the law than {8 the publie
appropriation of private property.”

erect

Further, In ruling against the slgns,
Justice Seabury declared toat “it is a
<case where the publle property has

been wrongfully invaded by privats or
Individual Interests in such
to lmpalr the common rights of all In
" "He held, too, that *“the presence
of the biliboards upon the publle high-
Wiy |ls & mere nulsance, which the mu-

nicipal authoritiea will do well' o
abate”
In Defense of Assembly.
Hood River Glacler.
The assembly, as we understand it,
Is to be a gathering of delegateas from
the wvarious countlea on the old con-

ventlon style to rocommend candidates
to be voted on at the primaries, There
Fecms o us to be no harm in this plan.
it will not he in violation of the pri-
mary law and It will onily be able to
recommend to the conslderation of the
party at the primary. The Republican
voters in Oregon, who form an over-
whelming majority, are represented in
the Unlted States Senate by a Demo-
orat nnd - what-you-maw-cali-him.
This siate of affaira needs remedying.
When the majority of the voters balleve
In the Republican principies they should
be represented by men who stand by
thesa principles. If the assembly will
help us to gain this point, we are for
the assembly. Muapy of the lending men
of the party belleve that it will be the
means of getting the party togethor.
We do not fesl mure that it will, but
wa ars willing to try I, as there [
little danger of making things any
worsd.,

Whose Business?
Gervals Star.

There {8 no question but that much of
the opposition to Hspublican aszemblles
originates amongst members of the op-
posite party. True Republicans should
pay no attention to Democrats and FPop- 9
ulists who may take so much interest in
HRepublican success and decry any at-
tempt of Republicans to meet and talk
matters over. It's nope of thelr business
in the first place and thers must ba a
strong motive behind thelr unsolieited
Interest and sympathy In the dominant
party. It Is surely for no good.

Pllgrimage Made In n Motor Oar,

Calro, Egypt, Cor., New York World.

The Khedive of Egypt has gone on a
pligrimage to Meccs and s making the
lend part of the journey In an auto-
mobjle. accompanied by four chefs and
ten cooks. One cannot help wondering
what Mahomet would say if he could
see a pllgrimage of thls description.
The ordinary pligrim tries to do the
Journey on foot, carrying nothing but a
#taff. He begs a hapndful of grain
on the way and lives on this meager
fare. Many tike two years for the
pligrimage, but the Khedive hoped to
complete his in 20 days

No Default in This Policy.
Kansas Clty Times.
Navigation of Inland waterways is
one Roossvaelt pollcy, anyhow, that

Dr. Funk Givea Fis Views on the Ques-
tton of Immertnlicy,

NEW YOREK. Jan. 15.—(To the Editor.)
—Kindly permit me td set myself right
in The Oregonian. Within the past threas
wesks 1 have recelved many lettors and
& score of newspaper clipplngs touching
mattar In supposed Interviews with my-
self, which seem to have been glven un-
usunl publicity—reaching me just now
from the far South and from the West ns
far as San Francleso. One clipping gives
4 page colored picture In which I appear,
us the editor graphically puts it, with my
cyes “glued telescope studying the
stars’ a8 my future abode, urged thereto
by some “Little bright spirlt.”” Several
others, ona from a Plttsburg paper, an-
other from Buffalo and still another from
Chicago, say that 1 belleve that *‘souls
when they leave the hody straightway
forget thelr sarthly tles and it from
Rtar to star.” Othar clippings have 1t
that I “spend much time in searching
with microscope and télesoopn the pature
of the spirit world"—this in the way of
psyehic research.

All such talle might possibly be of some
slight value to the worid If It were true
that I said It The unfortunate thing
about it—the onoe thing that mokes me
care—is that many bereaved pearsons,
with tender hearts and more or less wenk
minds, are neecdlesgly distressed and look
o wrong sources for comfort

ton

That telescops ploture 1s o fake. Tt !s
puertlo nonsenge to talk about seeing
heéaven or a spirit by any physical mag-
nifying glass of whatever power: as well

talk about seving a
ocolor.

Iz 1t .a matter of surprise that I should
find it profitable to spend some rest mo-
ments in the study of the stars? It
“brain-stretcher’™ to try o realizse that
huge worlds—tens of thousands of times
larger than this one—are flying a soore
of miles a second, and that the earth I8
like a tremendous suto in which we are
whirling about the sun—aome K, 000,000

noise or hearing na

in a

mileg—once every 385 days, § hours, 48
minntes, 46 meconds! nt fact., If
thought of until it gets Into our con-

sclousness means growth.
surprise anyvone to be toldd thal there is
mora pleasure to the square inch In a
telezcope or microscops than in any $65000
automobile? A real glimpse of the asiro-

Why should it

nomical unlverse and a conception t t
Wi nre part of It, and that the power
behind It all s our Father, tends to give
a self-respect that helps us to Jdesplse
mean things. As Tennyson would put it,
we are too dapt to miss being great for
fear of being gremt.

Certalnly, I believe that If we dls we

shall lve aguin, possibly in other bodies,
und 1t may on other plateaus of this
earth, and It may be that other stars will
be our home some time In that “one far-
off divine event' 1In ths Father's house
there are many manslons, and there
plonty of time in oternity for many things
o happen. But none of us know these
things sclentifically—not yet. It may be
that spirit communication s a fact, but
mg mind such communication has not
as yeot Been demonstrated, Alfred Russell
Wallnee und 8ir Oliver Lodge think thet
they have obtained on this polnt sile
tiflo facts satisfactory to themselves, and
80 thought Dr. Frederic Meyers and Dr.

is

Lo

Richard Hodgson, and so thinkas Dr.
Hyslop. The proof, while not a demon-
stration to myself, s suffielent to make
me  sure that our American sclentists
will sorely blunder if they do not take
advantage of the presence of such an

ong o Busapla Palladino to prove or dis-
prove what Lambrozo and Richet thought
that they proved through her. What
scientisty for except to detect facta and
interpret thelr meaning to the rest of us

nroe

poor mortals?
Leat us remember it is quite certaln that
the greatest of all truths ure In the be-

vond and are unseon, and that the grent-

est of all wcientific achievements® is to
findd out how o cultivate the acreage of
intallect and sapirit In eéach of us. It is

easler and far less important o grow a

billlonalre than o well-developsd soul,
and soul growth la something far moroe
worth while, Do not poke fun ot it
Diogenes, when told that the people werp
deriding him, replied, “"Baut | am not
derided.”” And let us never forget that it

Is one thing to wish to have the truth on
our side, and quite another to wish to
ba on the slde of truth.

Onily truth ls logical.
win In the end.

and it alone
L K.

can
FUNE.,

THE ELECTION IN BOSTON.

Fallure of the Effort o Ellminate Fo-
litienl or Farty Consideratiovs,
New York World, January 12,

The election In Boston yestarday af-
forded little evidence as to the working
of the short ballot and little as to the
expediency of direct nominations. In
an election timed and deslgned to intro-

| duce non-partisanship into the govern-

A WAy ox |

shows no tendency toward default.

ment of the ecity, political! consldera-
tions and political prejudices svem to
have awvalled with a very large pro-

portion of the votars

Each candldate for Mavor was nom-

Inategd by petitton of 5000 or more
voters, yet Hibbard (Republican) got
only one-third that number of votes,

Taylor (Democrat) acarcely an elghth.
Bither thelr followers deserted them or
elsse—which Is quite ns llkely — Demo-
cratie voters in some eases helped nom-
inate Hibbard to weaken Btorrow. and
Republican voters helped nominate
Taylor to weaken Fltagerald,

Boston is a2 Democratic city.
an independont Democrat, but running
solely on local, non-partisan issues, got
some Democratic votes and practicaily
the whole Republican strength. Fitz-
gerald, an avowedlly partisan candl-
date, wins by a reduced party plurajlty
in tha greatest totnl of votes ever cnst
in the city,

The appeal to non-partisanship thus
falled of success. But it failed becnusa
the voters preferred Fitzgerald for
Mayor. With both Hibbard and Taylor
eliminated the result wounld very prob-
ably have been the same.

Under Mr. Fitzgerald, then, Boston, a
city of 650.000 peopls, I8 to make with-
in the next four years the first experi-
ment in this country on a large scale in
city government prantically by commis-
slon. It will be an experiment worth
watching.

Storrow,

« Thirty Years of Sea Life.
Boston Dispatch,
It was as a cabln boy on a coasting
schooner that Captain John Pritchard,

commodore of the Cunarder Mauretania, !

the world’s greatest and fastest liner,
began 1life. He wae not much more
than L0 when he went to sea and
learned to pecl potatoes for the master
of a little Welsh ship. From a good
cook he made himself Into a good sen-
man, and obtained a mate's certificate
when he was 21 years old: Captain
Pritchard has heen with the
lHine—which he joined as a junfor offi-
cer—for 30 yearws. He has now an-
nounced hiz intention of retiring Into
private life.

In 1911,

Chicago News.

The head of the Smithsonian stood
at the wireless long-distance telephone.

“Hello! Is thiz Colonel Roosevelt?
Well, say, Colonel, if you keep on send-
Ing in specimens of extraordingry ani-
mals, wa will have to enlarge the in-
stitute and move Washington.”

Back came the flash from the jun-
Eles, "Move Washington.”

For even then the huge express vans
were deilvering an oribl, & bohor, a
singing topl and s kob.

FPreparing te Get Forelgan Trade,
Kansas City Journal,

The Germuans are laying the founda-
tions far Inecrensed forelgn trade by
more attention to the teaching of lan-
suuages in the public schoola.

Cunatrd |

rGRE.\"l‘ HRECORD OF SINGLE YEAR.
Review of 1804 From the Angles of
Finnuve unnd Indnsiry.
Liternry Digest
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Three Blographices Worith Rendiong.

J. F. Ruiodeés In “Historical i 3

There ocetr 10 me threa Intoront 1
biographies, the “Lifs of Da t
“Life of Huxley” and thoe "Life ne
teur,” whigh give the Importunt

of the story of sclentific s \'-‘I--mfnr t

during the Iast half of the Ninetesnt?
Cantury. Now, I beleve that & thor
ough mastery of these {hr hooks will
be worth more to the historionl stydent
than any driblets of sclence thant ho
may plek up In an unsystematic col-
lege course

Prosunvintion of Three Words.
ORETOWN, Or., Jan, 21— |

itor.) Kindly give the prop pronun-
clation of the words, “massags,” “avia-
tor,” “chaunffeur.' K, H, &

Mah-sahj (s=oft * accent on last
ayllable), or. rather, ah-sahzl.

A-ves-a-ter (long “a™ In both CAEAE,
accent on first aylluble).

Show-fer (accent oh first kxllubile)
Ths pronuncintion here given will be

disputed by those who try to sound the
word a la Francals, viz, something ke
“show-fare,” accent an the last syila-
bie. »

Falr Exchauge,
Liife.
“Do you have social relutions with the
family ™
“No: furely businesa — we

exchange
| Christmas presents,' g




